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PREFACE. 


The  teaching  of  Pathology  in  the  British  schools  of  medicine  has,  of 
late  years,  assumed  greatly  enlarged  proportions,  while  the  publication 
of  native  text-books  has  by  no  means  kept  pace  with  it.    Since  the 
publication  of  Wilks  and  Moxon's  excellent  work  on  Pathological 
Anatomy  in  1875,  no  complete  English  work  has  appeared,  Green's 
"  Introduction,"  though  improving  both  in  scope  and  fulness  with  suc- 
cessive editions,  laying  no  claim  to  be  a  complete  systematic  treatise. 
In  the  paucity  of  English  works  we  have  had  several  translations  of 
foreign  manuals.    The  Sydenham  Society,  in  1872,  issued  a  translation 
of  Kindfleisch's  Manual  of  Pathological  Histology,  and  during  the  last 
few  months  we  have  had  the  first  instalments  of  translations  of  Cornil 
and  Ranvier's  "Manuel  d'Histologie  Pathologique,"  and  of  Ziegler's 
"Lehrbuch  der  Pathologischen  Anatomie  und  Pathogenese."  These 
two  latter  translations  were  announced  after  the  author  had  undertaken 
the  present  work. 

The  want  of  a  complete  English  text-book,  felt  by  the  author  in  the 
course  of  teaching,  suggested  this  undertaking.  It  will  be  seen  from 
the  Contents  that  the  scope  of  this  M^ork  is  somewhat  more  extensive 
than  that  of  most  works  on  the  subject.  These,  for  the  most  part,  are 
limited  either  to  Pathological  Anatomy  or  General  Pathology,  while  in 
this,  work  an  endeavour  has  been  made  to  include  both.  It  will  be  ac- 
knowledged that  the  whole  aim  of  pathological  anatomy  is  to  elucidate 
the  actual  vital  processes  of  disease,  and  it  ha.s  been  felt  by  the  author 
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m  lecturing  on  Pathology  that  the  subject  gains  in  interest  and  intelligi- 
lulity  when  the  etiology,  anatomy  and  general  pathology  are  all  taken 
into  account  in  forming  a  general  conception  of  each  morbid  condition. 
The  author  is  conscious  of  many  imperfections  and  omissions  now  that 
he  contemplates  his  completed  task ;  he  can  only  a.sk  for  the  indulgence 
of  the  reader,  and  he  may  be  allowed  to  hope  that  an  opportunity  will 
be  given  of  improving  on  the  present  work. 

It  was  in  the  plan  of  the  author  to  indicate  the .  literature  of  the 
various  subjects  treated  of;  this,  however,  has  been  necessarily  left 
over.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  stated  that  the  author  has  been  much 
indebted  to  the  works  of  ViRCHOw,  Wagner,  Rindfleisch,  Cohnheim, 
Paget,  Wilks  and  Moxon,  Payne,  Klebs,  Cornil  and  Ranvier, 

FORSTER,  ROKITANSKY,  BiRCH-HlRSCHFELD,  BILLROTH  and  ZlEGLER  for 

general  guidance  in  the  preparation  of  the  work.  As  the  author  for 
the  last  fourteen  years  has  been  constantly  engaged  as  a  practical 
Pathologist  and  in  teaching  large  classes  of  students,  the  work  in  most 
of  its  departments  rests  upon  his  own  observation  and  experience. 

In  the  preparation  of  the  work  for  the  press  and  in  arranging  the 
index  the  author  has  been  under  great  obligation  to  Dr.  Geo.  S. 
Middleton  and  Dr.  J.  Lindsay  Steven,  the  former  of  whom  has  also 
supplied,  in  the  index,  the  derivations  of  words. 


Glasgow,  March,  J883. 
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anth'racis,  258;  tubercular  bacillus,  260,  etc.  (3)  The  question  of  im- 
munity, 260  ;  natural,  260;  and  acquired  immunity,  262.  Pasteur's  arti- 
ficial production  of  a  vaccine  for  anthrax  and  chicken  cholera,  262. 
Explanation  of  immunity,  263. 
Saecina  Yentriculi,  265;  development  in  blood  outside  the  vessels,  265. 

Parasitic  Fungi,  266.  Outline  of  structure  of  fungi,  266.  Fungi  in  the  blood 
and  tissues,  267.  The  madura  foot,  269.  Fungi  in  the  ear,  skin,  269 ; 
hair,  270;  mucous  membranes,  etc.,  271.   Actinomycosis,  882. 

B. — Animal  Parasites. 

(1)  Trematoda  or  Flukes,  272.  The  distoma  liepaticum,  272;  sin- 
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A  MANUAL  OF  PATHOLOGY. 


INTRODUCTION. 

pATHOLOGrY  may  be  defined  as  the  study  of  diseases  not  in 
their  manifestations  merely  but  in  their  essential  nature.  There 
are  various  conditions  met  with  from  day  to  day  which  we  name  diseases. 
They  produce  certain  alterations  in  the  feelings  of  the  person  affected 
which  induce  him  to  say,  He  is  not  well,  and  they  in  many  cases 
lead  to  changes  in  the  condition  of  the  bodily  frame  which  can  be 
actually  ol^served  by  the  physician,  and  may  enable  him  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  as  to  the  actual  disease  which  is  present.  These  subjective 
phenomena  and  those  objective  signs  are  mere  indications  of  the  pres- 
ence of  something  which  we  call  the  disease  or  morbid  process ;  and  it 
is  surely  incumbent  on  every  one  who  undertakes  to  treat  disease,  not 
to  content  himself  with  a  knowledge  of  its  manifestations  merely,  but 
to  satisfy  himself  as  to  its  real  nature. 

And  here,  at  the  very  outset  of  our  study  of  Pathology,  it  is  to  be 
remarked  that  we  have  to  do  with  diseases,  not  disease  in  the  abstract. 
There  are  certain  definite  conditions  which  the  body  presents,  and  which 
are  recognized  as  morbid  states,  or  conditions  diflerent  from  those  of 
health,  and  our  object  is  to  find  out  what  is  the  nature  of  these  morbid 
states.  Endless  discussions  might  be  raised  as  to  the  nature  and  causes 
of  disease  in  the  abstract ;  but  we  shall  arrive  at  much  more  reliable 
conclusions  if  we  study  the  individual  states  of  disease  and  leave  those 
more  general  discussions  aside. 
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AVithout  going  into  any  general  discussion  as  to  the  nature  of  disease 
as  a  whole,  there  is  one  subject  which  here  calls  for  some  consideration, 
namely,  the  relation  of  dlseased  to  healthy  conditions.  Physi- 
ology is  the  study  of  the  body  and  its  actions  in  health,  and  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  in  disease  these  physiological  processes  suddenh' 
cease.  So  far  as  the  diseased  condition  is  concerned,  these  processes 
are  modified,  and  they  must  be  studied  under  the  altered  circumstances; 
but  in  the  study  of  each  pathological  condition  the  physiological  must 
'  be  taken  as  the  basis.  A  knowledge  of  physiology  is  the  necessarv- 
preliminary  to  the  study  of  Pathology.  It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that 
the  pathological  processes  are  merely  the  physiological  ones  altered. 
In  disease  there  is  something  disturljing  the  natural  processes,  and 
there  is  an  endeavour,  as  it  were,  on  the  part  of  the  body  to  get  over 
the  disturbance,  and  the  phenomena  of  the  disease  are  not  infrequently 
the  expression  of  the  resistance  which  the  natural  processes  present  to 
the  disturbing  element.  These  normal  processes  must  be  taken  into 
account  therefore,  and,  as  we  shall  see  further  on,  the  physiological  laws 
are  really  in  essence  identical  Avith  the  pathological. 

We  have  to  study  the  nature  of  diseases,  and  this  will  bring  us  into 
close  connection  Avith  their  causes.  Much  has  been  written  concerniny 
the  causes  of  disease  in  general,  and  much  that  is  valuable,  but  this 
study  of  itself  would  be  almost  sufKcient  to  fill  a  volume.  It  will  lie 
enough  here  if  we  consider,  as  each  disease  comes  under  review,  whether 
it  is  traceable  to  any  definitely  distinguishable  cause  or  causes.  In 
some  acute  febrile  diseases,  we  are  able  to  predicate  the  existence  of 
viruses,  and  even  the  nature  of  some  of  these  viruses  is  to  some  extent 
known.  Whatever  is  known  as  to  the  cause  of  diseases  vnll  assist  in 
elucidating  their  nature. 

In  the  study  of  diseases  in  their  nature,  thei'e  are  three  main 
sources  from  which  assistance  is  to  be  obtained ;  one  may  be  desig- 
nated Experimental  Pathology,  another  Pathological  Anatomy, 
a,nd  the  third  Clinical  Observation.  John  Hunter  may  be  said 
to  have  laid  the  foundation  of  experimental  pathology.  So  far  as 
it  can  be  prosecuted,  this  mode  of  study  is  calculated  to  afford  us 
the  most  directly  trustworthy  infoi'mation  as  to  the  nature  of  dis- 
eases, and  much  of  the  advance  in  modern  ])atholog}'  is  due  to  thi.-^ 
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line  of  study.  If  we  can  actually  induce  a  given  disease  in  an  animal, 
wc  have  found  out  much  as  to  its  causation,  and  are  in  the  way  of 
finding  out  much  as  to  its  nature.  In  some  cases  we  are  able  actually 
to  observe  the  morbid  processes  in  the  living  animal.  Or,  we  can  kill 
the  animal  at  various  periods  after  the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  observe 
the  results  at  various  stages.  We  can  vary  the  experiment  in  different 
Avays  so  as  to  eliminate  on  one  side  and  another  the  various  elements, 
und  so  reduce  the  problem  to  its  simple  and  necessary  parts.  Experi- 
mental pathology  has  carried  tis  far  towards  understanding  many  of  the 
conditions  in  disease.  Reference  need  only  be  made  to  the  reformations 
which  this  line  of  study  has  effected  in  our  knowledge  of  Inflammation, 
Embolism,  Tuberculosis. 

The  study  of  morbid  anatomy  is  .not  likely  to  effect  such  re^'olutions 
in  Pathology  as  experimental  pathology,  but  in  the  training  of  the  indi- 
vidual medical  student  it  is  calculated  to  play  an  even  more  important 
part  in  giving  him  an  understanding  of  the  nature  of  the  diseases  he  has 
to  deal  with.  Morbid  anatomy  gives  us  the  physical  changes  which 
disease  produces  in  the  body.  These  changes  are,  as  it  were,  the  ex- 
pi-ession  of  the  pathological  processes,  and  are  only  to  1)6  regarded  as 
indications  of  the  existence  of  these  processes.  It  is  probable  that  all 
morbid  processes  produce  changes  in  structure,  although  the  changes 
may  elude  our  observation.  For  the  most  part,  however,  we  are  able 
to  associate  the  change  of  structure  with  the  morbid  process,  and  the 
observed  change  leads  us  up  to  the  actual  nature  of  the  disease.  In 
fact,  the  nature  of  disease  might  be  studied  on  the  basis  of  the  morbid 
structure,  advantage  being  taken  also  of  all  information  from  the  side 
.of  experimental  pathology  and  clinical  observation. 

Morbid  Anatomy  is  the  study  of  the  structural  changes  in  all  ])eriods 
and  stages  of  the  disease.  It  is  sometimes  objected  to  this  mode  of 
study  that  in  observing  the  state  of  the  tissues  after  death  we  see  only 
the  last  stages  of  disease,  and  in  some  cases  only  the  results.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  case.  Every  clinical  observer  will  admit  that  in  the 
same  disease  the  fatal  issue  occurs  in  different  cases  under  the  most 
diverse  circumstances.  Death  ensues,  as  a  rule,  when  by  reason  of 
defective  nutrition,  or  a  deficiency  in  the  supply  of  oxygenated  Idood 
mainly  by  interference  with  the  respiration,  the  functions  of  the  body 
cm  no  longer  be  carried  on.    Now  there  is  in  different  individuals  an. 
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infinite  variety  in  the  vigour  of  the  vital  processes,  so  that  a  condition 
which  in  one  will  very  slightly  affect  the  essential  phenomena  of  life, 
will,  in  another,  seriously  compromise  them.  This  is  an  experience  of 
our  every-day  hfe.  And  so  it  happens  that  patients  die  in  all  stages  of 
disease.  Even  in  the  same  case  we  are  often  able  to  study  the  various 
changes  in  their  different  stages. 

As  an  illustration  of  what  is  meant,  take  the  case  of  pneumonia 
or  acute  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  Patients  die  in  this  disease,  as 
a  rule,  from  failure  of  the  heart  and  consequent  cessation  of  the 
circulation;  but  the  paralysis  of  the  heart  is  not  related  solely  to 
the  condition  of  the  lungs.  It  is  often  much  more  closely  related  to  the 
elevation  of  temperature  which  is  to  be  traced  to  changes  in  the  nervous 
system,  while  the  powers  of  resistance  of  the  heart  in  each  person  are  an 
important  element  in  the  matter.  And  so  it  hajipens  that  one  man  will 
die  with  a  limited  and  advancing  pneumonia,  while  another  will  survive 
through  a  very  extensive  condensation.  The  lung  at  death  in  the  one 
case  is  in  the  same  stage  of  the  disease  as  in  the  other  at  a  certain  date 
during  life.  We  can  study  the  nature  of  the  disease  in  the  former  and 
we  are  surely  warranted  in  assuming  that  in  the  patient  who  survived 
the  state  of  the  lung  is  virtually  identical  with  that  of  the  patient  who 
died. 

Again,  in  a  carcinoma  growing  up  to  death,  we  have,  at  the  growing 
margins  of  the  tumour,  changes  which  are  the  same  as  those  by  which 
the  tumour  has  all  along  been  extending,  and  we  can  study  the  methods 
of  its  growth  as  well  as  its  relations  to  the  structures  in  which  it  has 
been  growing. 

Thus  it  is  that,  although  morl^id  anatomy  by  itself  may  in  some  cases 
throw  little  light  on  the  nature  of  the  disease,  yet,  taken  as  an  expres- 
sion of  the  morbid  process,  it  is  of  the  highest  value.  It  may  be  added 
that  as  similar  processes  must  have  similar  changes  as  their  correlatives, 
we  may  take  these  changes  as  a  kind  of  test  of  the  existence  of  the 
processes. 

In  referring  to  processes  and  changes  it  must  be  understood  that  the 
finer  structure  of  the  body  is  taken  into  account.     In  Pathological- 
Anatomy,  we  include  Pathological  Histology,  and  it  may  indeed  be 
said  that,  as  the  coarser,  naked-eye  appearances  are  merely  the  expres- 
sion of  the  finer  structural  details,  so  we  shall  not  understand  the  former 
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nnless  we  are  able  to  refer  them  to  the  latter.  We  can  have  no  accurate 
idea  of  the  proper  structure  of  the  normal  liver  by  simply  looking  at  it 
with  the  naked  eye,  and  we  can  have  little  insight  into  its  morbid  con- 
ditions by  the  same  method  of  observation.  The  morbid  conditions, 
however,  do  generally  cause  changes  in  the  naked-eye  appearances,  and 
this  is  of  great  consequence  as  enabling  us,  when  roughly  examining  an 
organ,  to  infer  that  its  structure  is  changed.  But  these  MACROSCOPIC 
appearances  are  only  useful  when  they  are  used  to  throw  light  on  the 
MICROSCOPIC  changes  or  to  direct  attention  to  them.  The  really  im- 
portant processes  are  those  which  concern  the  finer  elements  of  the 
tissues,  and  so  it  is  to  these  that  we  shall  chiefly  attend  in  studying  the 
various  forms  of  disease. 

Clinical  observation  is  of  great  importance  in  the  study  of  pathology, 
and  that  in  various  ways.  If  what  has  been  stated  above  be  correct, 
then  it  is  the  processes  occurring  during  life  that  are  the  real  subject  of 
study  in  pathology,  and  it  is  only  by  careful  clinical  observation  that 
we  are  able  to  get,  as  it  were,  into  close  relations  with  these  processes 
during  their  actual  currency.  Clinical  Observation  and  Pathological 
Anatomy  should  thus  be  taken  as  mutually  elucidating  each  other,  and 
as  working  together  towards  just  conceptions  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
conditions  concerned. 

There  is  another  aspect  in  which  clinical  observation  is  of  importance 
in  relation  to  pathology.  The  pathologist,  if  conversant  only  with  mor- 
bid anatomy  and  experimental  pathology,  is  apt  to  form  a  too  mechani- 
cal and  simple  conception  of  the  processes  involved,  and  is  likely  to 
theorize  on  the  basis  of  a  too-limited  view  of  the  subject.  Clinical  Ob- 
servation is  a  needed  corrective  to  this,  bringing  the  pathologist  back  to 
the  practical  aspects  of  the  matter,  and  checking  the  tendency  to  theo- 
rize by  the  discipline  of  facts. 

In  the  systematic  treatment  of  the  various  forms  of  disease,  the  plan 
adopted  has  been  to  take  up  first  the  diseases  in  their  general  aspects, 
and  afterwards  the  diseases  of  the  special  organs  and  systems.  The 
work,  therefore,  divides  itself  naturally  into  a  General  Part  and  a 
Special  Part. 

In  the  General  Part  will  be  taken  up  those  diseases  which  are  not 
confined  to  any  organ  or  tissue ;  most  of  them,  indeed,  may  affect  any 


6 


A  MANUAL  OF  PATHOLOGY. 


organ  of  the  l)0(l3-.  In  this  part  are  inchuled  the  following  subjects  :~ 
The  Affections  of  the  Circulation  and  of  the  Blood,  Inflammation, 
Retrograde  Changes,  Hypertrophy  Eepair  and  Kegeneration,  Infecti\  c 
Tumours,  Tumours  proper,  and  Parasites.  In  order  to  make  this  general 
part  complete  the  subject  of  Malformations  should  be  included.  With 
the  general  subject  of  Malformations,  however,  the  author  has  little 
practical  acquaintance,  and  he  has  thought  it  better  to  leave  it  to  special 
works  on  that  subject. 

In  the  Special  Part,  the  diseases  as  they  manifest  themselves  in  the 
individual  organs  and  tissues  will  be  considered.  It  is  clear  that  the 
diseases  described  in  the  General  Part  will  again  come  under  review  in 
each  division  of  the  Special  Part,  and  they  will  be  taken  up  very  much 
in  the  same  order  as  in  the  General  Part.  But  each  disease  presents 
various  specialties  according  to  its  locality,  and,  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  it  is  important  to  understand  the  modifications  thus  occurring. 
The  Special  Part  will  be,  in  a  certain  sense,  an  expansion  and  amplified 
illustration  of  the  general  principles  educed  in  the  General  Part. 


PART  FIRST.— GENERAL  DISEASES. 


AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  CIRCULATION  AND  OF 

THE  BLOOD, 


E  have  here  two  somewhat  diverse  conditions  to  consider,  namely, 
the  abnormal  variations  in  distribution  of  the  blood,  and  the 


changes  in  its  actual  condition.  In  regard  to  distribution  we  may  have 
too  much  or  too  httle  blood  in  the  vessels,  or  the  blood  or  its  constitu- 
ents may  get  outside  the  vessels.  On  the  other  hand,  the  blood  may 
undergo  changes  in  its  constitution,  or  it  may  change  its  condition  by 
coagulating  inside  the  vessels. 

In  order  to  understand  what  is  to  follow  it  will  be  necessary,  in  the 
first  place,  to  refer  briefly  to  certain  points  in  the  PHYSIOLOGY  OF  THE 
C1RCUL.4TI0N.    If  we  are  to  study  alterations  in  the  distribution  of  the 
blood,  then  we  must  have  in  our  minds  clear  ideas  as  to  the  arrange- 
ments by  which  the  normal  distribution  is  regulated.    In  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  blood  the  capillaries  and  veins  may  be  regarded  as  virtually 
passive  channels.    They  are  able  to  accommodate  more  or  less  blood 
according  to  circumstances,  but  of  themselves  they  have  probably  little 
to  do  with  the  variations  in  the  supply.    It  is  obvious  that  the  supply 
of  Ijlood  to  the  tissues  varies,  chiefly  according  to  their  needs ;  the 
working  brain  or  muscle  requires  and  gets  a  fuller  and  more  rapid  suppl}^ 
of  l)lood  than  when  at  rest.  Although  there  may  l^e  some  assistance  to  the 
circulation  by  the  attraction  to  the  tissues  of  needed  material,  yet  essenti- 
ally the  supply  is  regulated  by  the  arteries;  when  they  dilate  more  blood 
passes  into  the  capillaries  and  on  to  the  veins,  and  when  they  contract 
less  blood  reaches  the  capillaries  and  veins.     We  may  regard  the 
arteries  as  regulating  the  supply  of  blood,  the  capillaries  as  distributing 
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the  blood,  bringing  it  within  reach  of  the  elements  of  the  tissues,  and 

IdmitrT ^"^^^'^^'^  ^'^'^^^S  it  ofi:  The  amount  of  blood 
.  admitted  by  the  arteries  depends  on  the  state  of  contraction  or  relax, 
tion  0  the  muscular  fibres  in  the  middle  coat,  and  this,  hke  all  other 
muscular  actions,  is  under  the  command  of  the  nervous  system,  ^en 
the  vaso-motor  nerves  are  stimulated  the  muscular  coat  contracts,  when 
these  nerves  are  paralysed  it  relaxes,  and  when  a  moderate  amount  of 
stimulus  IS  suppHed,  then  we  have  that  state  of  slight  contraction  t<. 
Which  the  name  of  tonicity  is  ajiphed. 

Much  attention  has  been  bestowed  on  the  exact  nervous  relations  of 
the  middle  coat  of  arteries.    There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  under  the 
infiuence  of  centres  situated  in  the  cerebro-spinal  axis,  but  there  is 
reason  to  lielieve  that  there  are,  as  well,  in  or  near  the  walls  of  the 
arteries,  peripheral  ganglia,  which  are  the  immediate  regulators  of  their 
calibre.    The  heart  is  often  compared  with  arteries  in  its  structure,  and 
we  know  that  it  possesses  intrinsic  ganglia.    By  means  of  these  ganglia 
It  is  able  to  persist  in  its  contractions  after  separation  from  all  higher 
centres  or  even  when  cut  out  of  the  body.    We  know,  also,  that  the 
higher  centres  influence  these  gangKa  in  two  ways,  either  by  stimulating 
them  (through  the  sjVmpathetic)  or  by  inhibiting  them  (through  the 
vagus).    In  the  arteries  we  see  somewhat  similar  phenomena.  \Vhen 
arteries  are  cut  ofT  from  all  central  connections  they  are  still  capable  of 
varying  their  calibre.    If  the  sciatic  nerve  in  a  frog  is  di^dded  the 
arteries  indeed  dilate,  but  after  a  time  they  resume,  at  least  partially, 
their  state  of  tonicity  and  are  capable  of  still  further  variations.  Again,' 
an  excess  of  carbonic  acid  in  the  blood  will  cause  arteries  to  contract 
after  all  their  central  connections  have  been  severed,  and  they  may  be 
made  to  dilate  by  means  of  chloral  or  atropine.    It  is  well  known  that 
irritation  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  causes  contraction  of  the  arteries,  and 
this  is  readily  enough  understood  without  supposing  the  existence  of  peri- 
pheral ganglia,  but  it  has  now  been  shown  that  the  arteries  may  be  caused 
to  dilate  by  the  stimulation  of  nerves  passing  to  them,  and  this  can  only 
be  by  means  of  local  ganglia.    It  is  known,  for  instance,  that  dilatation 
of  the  arteries  of  the  salivary  gland  may  be  produced  by  irritation  of 
certain  nerves  passing  to  them,  and  so  is  it  with  the  vessels  of  the  penis. 
Lately  it  has  been  shown  that  the  arteries  of  the  skin  may  be  thus 
caused  to  dilate.    In  these  cases  the  nervous  influence  paralyses  the  • 
local  ganglia.    In  studying  inflammation  Ave  shall  see  still  further  proof ' 
of  the  existence  of  these  peripheral  nerve  centres,  the  existence  of  Avhich 
Lister  long  ago  inferred. 
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Besides  these  local  centres  there  are  higher  and  more  general  centres 
situated  chiefly  in  the  spinal  cord  and  medulla  oblongata.  From  these 
centres  there  seems  to  pass  a  continuous  slight  stimulation  inducing  that 
moderate  contraction  which  we  name  tonicity.  If  the  connection  be 
severed  the  tonicity  ceases,  the  arteries  dilate.  There  is  a  general  centre 
for  the  whole  vaso-motor  system  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  When  this 
is  stimulated  all  the  arteries  appear  to  contract.  When  it  is  de- 
stroyed all  the  arteries  in  the  body  dilate.  But  without  being 
destroyed  the  centre  may  be  paralysed  or  inhibited.  It  is  inhibited  by 
the  inhalation  of  nitrite  of  amyl,  and  the  arteries  dilate.^  It  may  also 
be  inhibited  by  the  stimulation  of  a  nervous  branch  which  passes  up- 
wards from  the  heart,  the  depressor  nerve.  This  general  centre, 
therefore,  has  nervous  connections  of  a  similar  kind  to  the  local  gangha. 

It  may  be  added  that  each  organ  seems  to  have  nervous  arrangements  of 
its  own  by  means  of  which,  either  reflexly  through  the  spinal  cord  and 
sympathetic  system,  or  more  locally,  it  is  in  a  position  to  regulate  the 
contraction  of  its  arteries  and  the  supply  of  blood. 

HYPEE^MIA  AND  AN.^MIA. 

These  physiological  considerations  would  lead  us  directly  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  local  variations  in  the  distribution  of  the  blood  in  the 
body.  But  prior  to  that  we  have  to  consider  alterations  in  the  quantity 
of  the  blood  as  a  whole.  It  is  clear  that  with  regard  to  both  local  and 
general  variations  the  blood  may  be  either  excessive  or  deficient  in 
quantity,  and  to  express  these  the  terms  HYPEREMIA  and  ANEMIA  are 
used.  It  will,  therefore,  be  possible  to  consider  this  subject  under  the 
four  divisions  of  General  Hypersemia,  General  Ansemia,  Local  Hyper- 
^emia,  and  Local  Ansemia. 

L  General  Hyperemia.— This  term  designates  the  condition  in 
which  the  total  quantity  of  blood  in  the  body  is  in  excess.  The  term 
Plethora  is  used  in  a  similar  sense.  The  first  question  that  arises  here 
is,  whether  the  vascular  system  is  capable  of  accommodating  more  blood 
than  it  contains  normally.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  answering  this  ques- 
tion in  the  affirmative.  If  the  vessels  as  a  whole  could  contain  no  more 
blood  than  they  normally  hold,  then  there  could  be  no  local  variations,  no 
blushing,  no  increase  in  the  quantity  of  blood  during  activity  of  organs. 
The  capillaries  present  great  varieties  in  the  amount  of  blood  they  contain 
at  different  times,  and  if  we  take  the  whole  capillaries  of  the  body  into 
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account,  it  will  appear  that  in  them  there  is  a  great  reserve  space  which 
may  possibly  on  occasion  he  used  for  the  accommodation  of  an  excess  of 
blood.  This  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  test  of  experiment,  and  a.s 
there  are  several  points  of  interest  in  this  regard,  we  shall  refer  more 
specially  to  the  observations  made. 


I'ascu- 


Transfusion  of  blood  is  the  artificial  introduction  into  the  vi 
lar  system  of  blood  from  another  animal. 

In  the  experiments  of  Worm  Muller,  which  are  chiefly  of  importance 
here,  the  defibrinated  blood  of  dogs  was  injected,  with  precautions,  into 
the  vessels  of  animals  of  the  same  kind.  It  is  not  remarkable  that  the 
vascular  system  can  accommodate  a  large  additional  quantity  of  blood, 
but  it  is  remarkable  that  it  should  do  so  with  little  disturbance  to 
the  health  of  the  animal.  A  quantity  equal  to  a  half  or  three-fourths 
of  the  blood  normally  present  in  the  animal  may  be  injected  without 
endangering  the  life  of  the  animal,  and  the  quantity  needs  to  be  double 
the  normal,  or  over  it,  before  the  animal's  health  is  seriously  impaired. 
It  might  be  expected  that  when  the  vascular  system  is  thus  overfilled 
the  blood-pressure  would  be  greatly  raised,  but  actual  registration  of 
the  pressure,  by  a  cannula  introduced  into  the  carotid  and  connecting 
^vith  a  kymographion,  shows  that  though  during  the  actual  operation 
there  is  a  rise  of  pressure,  yet  it  soon  falls  to  within  normal  hmits. 
If  a  quantity  is  injected  beyond  double  the  normal  bulk  of  the  blood, 
then  the  pressure  begins  to  show  remarkable  elevations  and  depres- 
sions, and .  the  animal  usually  dies  in  the  course  of  the  same  day  or 
the  next.  Life  is  immediately  endangered  when  one  and  a-half  times 
the  normal  bulk  is  injected. 

When  blood  is  transfused  then  in  large  quantity  it  finds  accommoda- 
tion chiefly  in  the  capillaries  and  veins,  the  arteries  being  relaxed  in 
order  to  admit  of  its  passing  into  these,  and  the  blood-pressure  is  not 
raised.  It  appears  that  the  capillaries  and  veins  of  the  abdominal 
organs  form  a  great  reservoir  for  the  accommodation  of  excessive  blood, 
and  that  the  blood  lodges  here  chiefly  after  transfusion. 

The  excess  of  blood  thus  supplied  to  an  animal  does  not,  however, 
remain  permanently  as  a  part  of  its  organism.  There  seem  to  be 
arrangements  in  the  body  for  disi^osing  of  it.  Worm  Muller  endeav- 
oured to  determine  what  time  it  took  TO  dispose  of  A  LARGE  EXCESS 
OF  blood.  After  the  transfusion  the  animals  were  starved,  and  the 
lilood  and  urine  examined  at  intervals.  It  Avas  concluded  that  the 
fluid  of  the  blood  is  rapidly  disposed  of,  being  excreted  by  the 
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urine  A  few  hours  after  transfusion  much  of  the  excess  of  hquor 
sanguinis  had  akeady  gone,  and  even  when  60  to  80  per  cent,  of 
the  entire  blood  was  injected,  the  whole  excess  had  disappeared  m 
the  course  of  two  or  three  days.  The  rapid  disposal  of  the  hquor 
sano-uinis  leaves  the  blood  corpuscles  greatly  in  excess,  and  the  rate 
of  disappearance  was  determined  by  counting  them  by  means  of  Malas- 
sez'  method.  If  the  quantity  transfused  is  small,  the  corpuscles 
may  be  disposed  of  in  a  few  days  ;  but  in  the  case  of  large  transfusions 
it  may  take  two  or  even  three  weeks.  In  this  comparatively  short 
period  of  time,  however,  the  whole  excess  of  blood,  both  plasma  and 
corpuscles  is  removed,  and  we  may  infer  that  there  are  arrangements 
in  the  body  for  the  regulation  of  the  amount  of  blood. 

These  experiments  all  refer  to  the  transfusion  of  defibrinated  blood. 
If  blood  is  injected  when  just  about  to  coagulate,  or  if  when  it 
has  just  begun  to  coagulate  some  of  the  serum  is  pressed  out  and 
injected,  then  in  some  cases  the  animal  dies  rapidly  with  symptoms 
referrible  to  pulmonary  embolism.  The  blood  in  the  right  side  of  the 
heart  and  pulmonary  artery  is  found  after  death  to  be  coagulated.  The 
explanation  of  this  is,  that  at  the  time  of  coagulation  of  the  blood,  the 
fibrinoplastic  substance  and  the  ferment,  which  Schmidt's  observations 
have  shown  to  be  so  directly  concerned  in  coagulation,  are  both  set  free. 
It  appears  that  even  a  small  quantity  of  these  substances  introduced  in 
the  free  state  into  the  blood  of  a  living  animal  induces  coagulation  of  it. 
The  importance  of  these  facts  in  regard  to  transfusion  in  human  beings 
will  not  be  overlooked. 

Hitherto  the  transfusion  of  blood  from  an  animal  of  the  same  kind  has 
been  referred  to,  dog's  blood  injected  into  a  dog.    But  when  blood  FROM 
A  different  species  of  animal  is  used,  there  are  frequently  symptoms 
of  poisoning  developed.    The  urine  is  blood-coloured,  and  it  contains 
albumen  and  tube  casts  ;  there  is  vomiting  of  bloody  material,  diarrhoja, 
etc.    It  is  as  if  the  foreign  blood  had  acted  as  a  poison,  and  we  may 
enquire  what  is  the  nature  of  the  poison.    The  observations  of  Ponfick 
(Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  Ixii.),  and  others,  have  thrown  considerable  light 
on  this  matter.    It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  urine  is  blood- 
coloured,  but  microscopic  examination  shows  that  this  is  due,  not  to  the 
presence  of  red  blood  corpuscles,  but  to  that  of  the  colouring  matter  of 
the  blood  in  solution.    It  is  not  a  bloody,  but  a  blood-coloured  urine, 
not  a  hsematuria  but  a  HyEMOGLOBlNURiA.    The  fact  seems  to  be  that 
there  is  no  poison  in  the  foreign  blood  plasma,  but  that  the  corpuscles 
are  unable  to  survive  in  the  alien  blood ;  they  dissolve,  and  their 
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My  on  he  t  1  V""" exercise  its  deleterious  influence 

ciiietly  on  the  kidneys  themselves,  the  tube  casts,  and  albumen  in  the 
unne  being  evidences  of  the  irritation  of  these  organs    ^  genera 

I  haemoglobin  be  introduced  into  the  blood  in  other  ways  it  acts 
qually  as  a  poison.    The  red  corpuscles  of  animals  may  be  d' s  o^^ 

LeTh?bl "  f"^"-"  has  been 

relatioiiM'  not  exactly  in  the  same 

1  elation  to  each  other  m  this  respect.  It  is  found,  for  instance,  that  . 
much  smaller  quantity  of  lamb's  blood  than  of  hen's  blood  produces 
hemoglobinuria  in  a  dog.  The  importance  of  these  facts  in  regard  to 
transfusion  m  the  human  species  will  be  apparent. 

In  this  place  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  blood  transfused  does 
not  according  to  Panum,  act  as  food  or  take  its  place.  If  an  animal  is 
undergoing  starvation,  transfusion  does  not  avert  or  delay  the  process 
of  inanition,  it  rather  hastens  it  by  increasing  the  waste.  In  using 
transfusion  as  a  means  of  treatment  the  object  is  to  make  up  a  de- 
hciency  of  red  corpuscles  or  blood  plasma. 

_    Having  now  seen  that,  by  transfusion,  an  artificial  plethora  may  be 
induced  m  animals,  we  may  be  prepared  to  admit  the  possibility  of  its 
existence  m  the  human  subject.    It  will  presumably  occur  when  the 
blood-forming  organs  are  unduly  active,  and  will  manifest  itself  in  an 
over-fulness  of  the  capillaries  and  veins  throughout  the  body,  but  especi- 
ally m  those  of  the  abdominal  viscera.    Persons  of  vigorous  digestion 
and  active  habits  have  often  a  florid  appearance,  as  if  the  vessels,  of  the 
.skin  at  least,  were  overfilled.    The  excess  of  blood  is  used,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  the  formation  of  fat,  and  we  know  that  the 
subcutaneous  adipose  tissue  and  that  of  the  abdomen  are  often  much 
increased.    But  the  observations  mentioned  above  show  that  any  excess 
■of  blood  is  disposed  of  with  considerable  rapidity,  and  we  may  infer 
that  in  the  human  subject  a  moderate  tendency  to  plethora  Avill  be 
overcome.     It  will  develop  when  the  formation  of  blood  keeps  in 
advance  of  its  destruction  by  the  arrangements  provided  for  that" 
purpose. 


2.  General  Anemia.— By  this  name  is  meant  strictly  a  defect  in 
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the  blood  as  a  whole,  a  real  want  of  blood,  but  the  term  is  habitually 
used  to  designate  conditions  in  which  the  blood  is  defective  m  any  of 
its  important  constituents. 

A  true  anemia  or  want  of  blood,  such  as  occurs  in  consequence- 
of  a  severe  haemorrhage,  is  designated  Oligemia,  and  this  term  may 
be  regarded  as  virtually  equivalent  to  AcuTE  TRAUMATIC  Anemia. 
When  such  a  condition  develops  from  a  single  large  haemorrhage,  the 
condition  of  simple  reduction  of  the  bulk  of  the  blood  does  not  long: 
remain,  but  various  processes  occur  which  modify  the  state  of  the 
blood.  We  have  now  to  consider  what  these  processes  are,  and  how 
they  modify  the  condition  of  the  blood. 

To  beg-in  with,  the  bulk,  of  the  blood  does  not  long  remain  under  the 
normal ;  it  is  rapidly  made  up,  but  not  by  a  plasma  of  normal  concentra- 
tion.   The  blood  is  unduly  watery,  and  so  the  oligaemia  gives  place  to^ 
a  Hydrjlmia.    The  process  by  which  this  is  brought  about  is  not  very 
obscure.     As  the  haemorrhage  proceeds  the  arterial  blood-pressure 
diminishes ;  in  sHght  haemorrhages  it  soon  recovers,  but  in  severe  cases 
the  reduction  continues  for  some  time.    The  consequence  of  this  must 
be  a  diminution  in  the  transudation  of  the  normal  parenchymatous  fluid 
from  the  capillaries.     If  the  reduction  of  pressure  is  considerable, 
there  may  even  be  a  reverse  current,  the  fluid  from  the  tissues  being 
absorbed  into  the  blood.    Again,  the  secretion  of  urine  depends  on  the 
blood-pressure  in  the  vessels  of  the  Malpighian  tufts  in  the  kidneys,  and 
the  pressure  here  depends  largely  on  the  general  arterial  tension.  Any 
diminution  of  the  general  blood-pressure  will  therefore  lessen  the 
amount  of  urine  secreted,  and  will  diminish  the  loss  of  water  by  the 
l)lood.    In  this  way,  and  by  the  absorption  of  water  from  the  alimen- 
tary canal,  the  bulk  of  the  blood  is  soon  made  up,  but,  as  already 
mentioned,  it  is  a  watery  blood. 

After  such  a  haemorrhage  also,  there  is  an  excess  of  leucocytes  in  the 
blood,  especially  as  compared  with  the  red  corpuscles  which  are  much 
diminished.  This  condition  of  Leucocytosis  is  brought  about  in 
various  ways.  During  the  actual  haemorrhage  the  white  corpuscles 
being  more  adhesive  pass  less  freely  out  of  the  ruptured  vessels,  and  so 
fewer  are  lost  than  of  the  red  corpuscles.  But  the  principal  cause  of 
the  leucocytosis  is,  that  the  white  corpuscles  are  much  sooner  replenished 
than  the  red.  The  thoracic  duct  pours  into  the  jugular  vein  lymph 
containing  leucocytes  both  during  and  after  the  haemorrhage.  More- 
over, the  organism  seems  to  have  a  very  great  power  of  forming 
leucocytes.    If  we  consider  the  excessive  quantities  of  them  which  arc 
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formed  during  an  active  suppuration,  we  may  have  some  idea  of  the 
rapulit}-  with  which  they  may  be  produced. 

The  red  corpuscles  are  much  more  slowly  regenerated.  If  the 
haemorrhage  has  been  at  all  severe  it  takes  many  weeks  to  make  up 
their  number.  The  number  of  corpuscles  to  a  given  bulk  of  blood  can 
readily  be  estimated  by  the  instruments  devised  for  the  enumeration  of 
the  corpuscles,  of  Avhich  one  of  the  most  convenient  is  that  of  Thoma 
manufactured  by  Zeiss  of  Jena.  By  this  method  it  can  be  observed 
how  the  corpuscles  are  gradually  replenished. 

The  exact  mode  of  formation  of  the  red  corpuscles,  even  the  site  of 
their  formation,  is  very  obscure.  It  has  been  generally  believed  that 
the  spleen,  lymphatic  glands,  and  bone-marrow,  have  to  do  with  the 
formation  of  these  corpuscles.  The  observations  of  Neumann  and  others 
have  caused  great  importance  to  be  attached  to  the  bone-marrow  in  this 
regard,  and  the  fact  that  nucleated  red  corpuscles  are  to  be  found  here, 
especially  in  young  persons,  has  been  regarded  as  an  indication  that  this 
tissue  is  specially  concerned  in  the  formation  of  these  bodies.  It  has 
generally  been  supposed  that  the  red  corpuscles  develop  out  of  the 
white,  but  considerable  doubt  has  always  existed  as  to  this.  Eecently, 
it  has  been  asserted  that  they  arise  by  a  process  of  budding  from  exist- 
ing red  corpuscles. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  assume  that  the  red  corpuscles  are  replenished 
only  Ijy  an  excessive  activity  in  the  blood-forrming  organs.    It  may  be, 
rather,  that  with  an  ordinary,  or  even  reduced,  activity,  the  corpuscles- 
are  made  up  by  fewer  of  them  being  consumed  than  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances.   The  colouring  matters  of  the  bile  and  of  the  urine  are  de- 
rived from  the  blood,  and  their  existence  implies  that  red  corpuscles  are 
destroyed  in  order  to  yield  their  colouring  matter.    In  the  case  of  the 
bile,  this  destruction  probably  takes  place  in  the  liver,  but  in  the  case  of 
the  urine,  the  colouring  matter  exists  pre-formed  in  the  blood,  and  the 
destruction  of  corpuscles  takes  place  elsewhere,  perhaps  in  the  spleen. 
After  a  severe  haemorrhage,  there  is  much  less  activity  of  all  the  func- 
tions of  the  body,  and,  presumably,  less  consumption  of  red  corpuscles. 
In  accordance  with  this  the  bile  and  urine  are  j^aler  than  normal ; 
often  very  much  so.     It  may  be,  then,  that  in  the  generall}-  re- 
duced activity  of  the  body,  there  is  no  increased  formation  of  red 
corpuscles,  but  that  their  slow  replenishment  is  reall}^  due  to  an 
economy  of  them. 

In  the  above,  the  case  of  a  single  considerable  hemorrhage  has  been 
taken.    Where  there  are  frequent  small  hivmorrhages,  as  from  piles, 
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l.leeding  from  the  uterus,  etc.,  there  will  be  a  recurrent  loss  of  blood,  and 
a  continuous  hydrtemia. 

Spontaneous  an.emia  is  a  term  used  to  designate  conditions  in 
which  without  any  loss  of  blood,  there  is  a  deficiency  chiefly  m  the  red 
corpuscles.  There  is  generally  an  actual  deficiency  in  the  number  of 
the  corpuscles  as  determined  by  counting,  but  there  are  cases  where 
Anthout  any  great  reduction  in  number,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  of 
hfemogiobin.  The  normal  proportion  of  red  corpuscles  to  the  plasma 
is  13  per  cent.,  and  in  spontaneous  anaimia  it  has  been  found  as  low  as 
6,  5,  and  even  4  per  cent.  Various  forms  of  spontaneous  anemia  are 
met'  with,  of  which  two  call  for  special  note— namely,  Chlorosis  and 
Pernicious  Anaemia. 

Chlorosis  occurs  most  frequently  in  young  women  about  the  age 
of  puberty,  and  it  is  remarkably  amenable  to  treatment  by  means  of 
iron.    There  is  reason  to  suppose  that  this  condition  may  be  due  to  a 
congenital  defect  in  the  organs  for  preparing  the  blood— they  are  unable 
to  meet  any  extra  strain  on  them,  such  as  occurs  at  puberty.    It  is 
interesting,  in  this  regard,  that  chlorosis  has  been  found  in  a  certain 
number  of  cases  to  be  associated  Avith  a  visible  defect  in  the  circu- 
latory system,  which  gives  some  corroboration  to  the  supposition  of  a 
defect  in  the  blood-preparing  organs  (Virchow).    The  most  constant 
defect  is  narrowness  and  thinness  of  the  aorta.    There  is  also  frequently 
an  irregularity  in  the  origin  of  the  branches  from  the  aorta,  especially 
the  intercostal  ones.    The  narrowness  of  the  aorta  may  lead  to  hyper- 
trophy of  the  heart.    It  is  sometimes  stated  that  chlorosis  is  related  to 
congenital  defect  of  the  organs  of  generation,  but  there  is  no  sufficient 
evidence  in  support  of  this. 

There  are  certain  anaemias  of  a  very  serious  kind  which  come  on 
Avithout  any  apparent  connection  with  other   abnormal  conditions. 
These  are  sometimes  designated  Essential  An.^;mias,  of  which  the 
most  important  is  Pernicious  Anemia.    This  name  is  used  to  desig- 
nate a  disease  in  which,  without  apparent  cause,  the  blood  deteriorates, 
becoming  deficient  in  red  corpuscles.    The  deterioration  goes  on  pro- 
gressively to  a  fatal  issue  and  nothing  has  been  found  to  arrest  it. 
In  this  disease  there  is  a  marked  deficiency  in  red  corpuscles,  but 
besides  that  there  are  corpuscles  present  which  are  not  represented  at 
all  in  normal  blood.    These  are  red  corpuscles  of  a  much  smaller  size 
than  the  normal  ones,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  figure.    They  are 
usually  about  half  the  size  of  the  red  ones ;  instead  of  being  bi-concave 
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Pig.  1. -Blood  in  Pernicious  Anajmia.  The 
larger  bodies  are  the  normal  red  coi-puscles. 
The  smaller  are  the  round  more  deeply  col- 
oured ones  usually  found— so  called  Micro- 
cytes.  (EicuHORST.) 


they  are  globular,  and  they  have  a  much  deeper  colour  than  the 
ordinary  red  corpuscles.    They  are  generally  present  in  considerable 
/gj  abundance  and  may  even  exceed  in 

^  number  the  normal  ones.     It  is  as- 

serted that  these  small  corpuscles 
(inicrocytes)  are  present  in  all  cases 
of  this  disease.    This  is  denied  by 
some,  but  they  are  certainly  present 
in  a  large  proportion  of  cases.  In 
addition,  red  corpuscles  of  larger 
size  than  normal  and  nucleated  red 
corpuscles,  have  been  met  with  in 
the  blood  in  some  cases  of  pernicious 
anjemia,  and  nucleated  corpuscles 
may  be  found  in  the  blood  after  death  when  examination  has  failed  to 
detect  them  during  life.    In  some  cases  also  of  this  disease,  the  medulla 
of  bone  is  altered.    Instead  of  the  yellow  adipose  tissue,  which  is  the 
normal  structure  in  some  parts  of  the  medulla,  a  red  semi-fluid  marrow 

has  been  found,  in  the  shaft  of  the 
femur  for  instance.  Under  the  micro- 
scope, in  these  cases,  the  normal  adipose 
tissue  is  found  to  be  replaced  by  aggre- 
gations of  cells  in  the  midst  of  which 
are  found  nucleated  red  corpuscles,  while 
the  non-nucleated  corpuscles  present  great 
Fig.  2. -From  Red  Medulla  of  bone  in  Variety  ill  size  (fimire  2).    This  change 

Pernicious  Anasmia.    n,  Nucleated  red    .  \  o  /  & 

corpuscles,   c.  A  red  coipuscie  with  lu  the  iiiedulla,  howevcr,  can  hardly  be 

granular  nucleus,    b.  Large  nucleated  tit 

cells,  forminer  the  bulk  of  the  altered   regarded  aS  distinctive  of   this    form  of 
maiTow.    X  350.  .         t     i  i 

anaemia,  it  has  been  found  in  ordinarj^ 
forms  of  anaemia,  and  it  is  sometimes  absent  in  pernicious  anemia. 
Probably  it  indicates  an  alteration  in  the  organs  having  to  do  Avith 
the  preparation  of  the  l)lood,  but  nothing  further  can  be  definitely 
asserted. 


Besides  these  forms  of  anaemia  already  described  in  which  there  is 
an  actual  loss  of  blood  or  else  a  grave  defect  in  the  formation  of  the 
blood,  there  are  some  conditions  in  which  the  blood  is  impoverished  in 
consequence  of  some  other  disease  Avhicli  either  causes  a  waste  of  the 
constituents  of  the  blood,  or,  by  lowering  the  nutrition  as  a  whole,  leads 
to  defect  in  the  formation  of  the  blood.     This  is  called  secondary 
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AN.EMIA,  and  it  may  occur  in  all  debilitating  diseases  such  as  malignant 
tumours,  febrile  conditions,  albuminuria,  etc. 

Anaemia,  in  its  various  forms,  not  unfrequently  produces  secon- 
D-VRY  CHANGES  in  various  organs,  and  it  will  be  proper  briefly  to  refer 
to  these.  The  foundation  of  all  these  changes  is  the  deterioration  of 
the  blood,  and  we  must  be  prepared  to  find  functional  activity  reduced, 
and,  above  all,  the  nutrition  of  the  tissues  interfered  with.  A  promin- 
ent result  of  this  interference  with  the  nutrition  is  the  frequent  occur- 
rence of  degenerative  changes. 

Fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  is  one  of  the 
commonest  of  these.  Experiment  on  dogs  shows  that  successive  large 
hiemorrhages  leading  to  inanition  rapidly  produce  fatty  degeneration  of 
the  muscle  of  the  heart.  The  author  has  met  with  a  case  in  which, 
after  a  single  very  severe  hajmorrhage  from  the  stomach,  with  a  fatal 
issue  three  weeks  later,  there  was  extreme  fatty  degeneration  of  the 
heart.  Fatty  degeneration  also  occurs  in  the  epithelium  of  the  urini- 
ferous  tubules  of  the  kidney  and  in  the  hepatic  cells  of  the  liver.  A 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  intima  of  the  aorta,  producing  a  figured 
appearance  in  the  wall  of  the  vessel,  has  been  seen  in  chlorosis  and  in 
other  forms  of  ansemia  (Virchow).  This  may  be  part  of  the  defect  of 
the  vascular  system  in  chlorosis  already  mentioned,  but  more  probably 
it  is  a  secondary  degeneration.  The  state  of  the  medulla  of  bone  in 
pernicious  ansBmia  has  been  referred  to,  and  it  has  been  remarked  that 
a  similar  red  marrow  has  been  seen  in  other  forms.  We  meet  with  it 
in  secondary  anaemias,  and,  perhaps,  especially  in  old  persons. 

3.  Local  Hyper^emia.— We  have  next  to  consider  the  local  variations 
in  the  distribution  of  the  blood.  The  term  local  hyperaemia  is  apphed 
to  conditions  in  which  there  is  an  excess  of  blood  in  the  vessels  of  a 
particular  part.  It  may  be  due  to  an  abnormal  amount  of  blood  being 
admitted  by  the  arteries,  and  in  that  case  the  l5lood  will  generally  be  at 
a  higher  pressure  and  flow  more  quickly  than  normal ;  or  to  some  inter- 
ference with  the  passage  of  the  blood  away  from  the  part  by  the  veins, 
in  which  case  the  current  will  probably  be  unduly  slow.  In  this  way 
we  distinguish  two  forms  of  local  hypersemia — an  active  or  arterial  and 
a  passive  or  venous. 

Active  Hyper^emia  or  Active  Congestion. — This  occurs  when  an 
excess  of  blood  is  admitted  by  the  arteries  into  a  part.   The  terms  Atonic 
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unci  Arterial  Hyperaemia  may  be  regarded  as  synonymous  with  active 
liyperoemia,  and  also  the  expressions  Fluxion  and  Determination  of 
Blood.  This  condition  will  come  about  either  when  there  is  some  in- 
crease of  the  blood-pressure  forcing  more  blood  in,  or  when  the  arteries 
are  dilated  so  as  to  allow  the  blood  freer  access. 

Increase  of  blood-pressure  is  not  often  local,  and  even  when  it  Ls, 
a  rapid  accommodation  is  usually  effected  l)y  which  the  pressure  is 
])rought  to  an  equilibrium.  This  accommodation  is  effected,  as  we  ha^•e 
seen,  by  means  of  the  arteries,  their  state  of  contraction  being  subject  to 
A-ariation.  There  is  one  situation,  however,  in  which  arteries  possess 
little  tonicity,  and  hardly  at  all  regulate  the  supply  of  blood  except 
passively,  and  that  is  in  the  lungs.  It  is  to  be  noted,  therefore,  that 
any  increase  of  blood-pressure  affecting  the  pulmonary  circulation  is  apt 
to  be  followed  by  an  active  hyperajmia.  In  studying  active  hyper- 
.EMIA  OF  THE  LUNGS,  we  shall  see  that  increased  acti^dty  of  the  heart 
may  lead  to  active  congestion  in  the  lungs. 

There  is  a  condition  designated  collateral  Hyper.emia,  and  it 
might  1)6  supposed  that  this  is  due  essentially  to  increase  of  blood-pressure. 
It  occurs  when,  on  account  of  deficiency  of  blood  in  one  part  (local 
anaemia),  there  is  excess  of  blood  in  another.  If  the  blood  is  deficient, 
in  one  part,  it  must  be  excessive  in  another  or  in  the  system  in  general. 
The  local  anaemia  is  due  to  some  impediment  to  the  circulation,  chiefly 
ol^struction  of  the  arteries,  and  it  may  ))e  supposed  that  the  direct 
result  of  such  obstruction  Adll  be  to  raise  the  blood-pressiu-e  in  the 
neighbouring  vessels  and  so  lead  to  an  active  hyperajmia.  As  we  shall 
see  afterwards,  this  is  probably  the  explanation  of  the  congestion  of  the 
lungs  which  follows  the  drinking  of  large  quantities  of  cold  water.  The 
cooling  of  the  stomach  causes  contraction  of  the  arteries  in  the  abdomen, 
and  this  increases  the  blood-pressure.  But  for  the  most  part  the  blood- 
vessels are  so  fully  under  the  control  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the 
mechanism  for  the  regulation  of  the  circulation  is  so  well  arranged,  that 
when  a  local  anaemia  occurs  the  accommodation  of  the  excess  of  blood  is 
not  left  to  mere  accident,  but  is  jn'ovided  for  according  to  the  needs  of 
the  organism.  Thus,  if  the  carotid  arterj^  is  obstructed,  the  dilatation 
and  hyperaemia  do  not  occiir  in  the  arteries  of  the  arm,  which  are  the 
nearest  to  the  obstructed  arter}',  but  in  the  other  arteries  passing  to  the 
brain.  If  one  renal  artery  is  obstructed,  there  is  a  collateral  hyper- 
aemia of  the  kidney  opposite,  and  the  secretion  of  mine  is  restored  to 
the  normal.  Most  collateral  hyperaemias,  therefoi-e,  are  due  rather  to 
dilatation  of  the  arteries  than  to  increase  of  l)lood-i)ressure. 
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Turning  to  cases  in  which  the  hypera^mia  is  more  directly  due  to 
DILATATION  OF  THE  ARTERIES,  a  simple  example  is  afforded  by  the 
congestion  Avhich  follows  the  application  of  warmth  to  the  skin  m  the 
form  of  poultices,  etc.  It  is  heheved  that  this  hypertemia  causes  a  col- 
lateral anaemia  in  certain  subjacent  parts,  and  this,  like  collateral  hyper- 
^emia  has  not  a  merely  accidental  distribution.  On  this  pnnciple,  as 
some' suppose,  poultices  and  fomentations  are  useful,  although  probably 
this  is  not  the  entire  explanation  of  their  action. 

But,  again;  the  arteries  dilate  when  an  unusual  pressure  to  which 
they  have"  long  been  subject  is  suddenly  removed.  The  arrangements 
for  the  regulation  of  the  circulation  are  such  that  when  arteries  are  sub- 
jected to  pressure,  as  the  arteries  of  the  abdomen  in  ascites,  the  circular 
muscular  fibres  become  less  active,  the  external  pressure  causing  nar- 
rowing of  the  arteries  mthout  their  contraction.  Should  the  pressure 
be  suddenly  removed,  however,  these  vessels,  taken  as  it  were  at  a 
disadvantage,  dilate,  and  an  active  hypersemia  results.  Hence  after 
removal  of  a  large  accumulation  of  ascitic  fluid  it  is  usual  to  apply 
a  supporting  bandage  Avhich  will  partly  take  the  place  of  the  pressure 
removed,  till  the  arteries  accommodate  themselves  afr.esh  to  their  new 
circumstances.  After  removal  of  an  ovarian  tumour  there  may 
1)6  a  hyperjBmia  of  the  kidneys,  which  may  even  lead  to  a  transi- 
tory albuminuria. 

Further,  paralysis  of  the  vaso-motor  nerves  may  lead  to  relaxation  of 
the  arteries.  The  author  met  with  a  case  in  which  an  accident  caused  a 
traumatic  lesion  of  the  medulla  oblongata.  The  injury  had  apparently 
destroyed  the  vaso-motor  centres  of  the  kidneys.  There  was  a  most 
remarkable  active  hypereemia  of  these  organs,  evidenced  after  death  by 
an  enormous  overfilling  of  all  the  vessels  with  blood.  During  the  few 
hours  of  life  after  the  accident,  a  very  excessive  quantity  of  watery  Tirine 
was  twice  drawn  off  by  the  catheter,  and  after  death  the  bladder  was 
found  highly  distended.  Division  or  injury  to  the  spinal  cord  is  likely 
to  produce  hyperemia  in  the  parts  supplied  with  nerves  by  the  cord 
beneath  the  point  of  injury.  Nerve  stems  may  , be  interrupted  in  their 
continuity  and  dilatation  of  arteries  so  produced.  Lastly,  in  neuralgias 
we  sometimes  have  dilatation  of  the  arteries.  Whether  this  is  produced 
by  the  vaso-motor  fibres  being  directly  involved  in  the  morbid  process, 
or  reflexly  by  stimulation  of  sensory  fibres,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 


As  a  RESULT  of  the  dilatation  of  the  arteries,  there  is  not  simply  an 
increased  access  of  blood  to  the  part,  but  the  blood  flows  more  quickly. 
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The  first  effect  of  a  sudden  dilatation  of  a  consideral)le  numlier  of 
arteries  will  be  a  reduction  of  the  arterial  blood-pressure.  But  by  con- 
traction of  arteries  elsewhere  this  will  soon  be  restored  unless  the 
number  of  arteries  dilated  be  very  great.  If  the  Ijlood-pressure  remain 
the  same  then,  the  blood  will  pass  with  less  resistance  through  the 
dilated  arteries,  and  will  reach  the  capillaries  and  veins  at  a  higher 
pressure  than  normal.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  blood  current  is  acceler- 
ated and  the  pulse  may  be  propagated  through  the  capillaries  into  the 
veins. 

The  most  obvious  signs  of  active  hyperajmia  are  redness,  shght 
sw^elling,  and  elevation  of  temperature.  The  sweUing  is  due  partly  to 
the  overfilling  of  the  vessels,  but  also  to  an  increased  transudation  from 
the  vessels  into  the  lymph  spaces.  It  has  been  found  that  if  a  cannula 
is  introduced  into  a  lymphatic  vessel  in  the  leg  of  a  dog,  and  the 
sciatic  nerve  cut,  there  is  an  increased  flow  of  lymphatic  fluid  from 
the  cannula.  If  the  hypergemia  continues  long,  and  no  other  element 
occurs,  there  will  probably  be  a  hypertrophy  of  the  affected  part.  The 
vessels  especially  are  liable  to  enlarge,  and  very  insignificant  ones  may 
become  of  considerable  size. 

It  has  been  said  that  active  hypersemia  may  lead  to  haemorrhage,  but 
experiment  seems  to  prove  that  even  a  very  great  rise  in  the  blood- 
pressure  in  the  capillaries  does  not  lead  to  hemorrhage  unless  the 
vessels  are  badly  supported,  or  else  defective  in  some  way.  By 
obstructing  the  respiration  in  a  dog  you  may  raise  the  arterial  pressure 
enormously,  but  there  is  no  rupture  of  the  capillaries,  or  only  in  such 
delicate  structures  as  the  retina,  brain,  or  conjunctiva.  The  increase  in 
pressure  in  a  jjure  active  hyperaemia  is,  of  course,  greatly  less  than  this. 

Passive  Hyperemia  or  Passive  Congestion  is  a  condition  in 
which  the  blood  stagnates  in  the  vessels ;  they  are  overfilled  -v^ath  blood 
which,  as  it  remains  too  long  in  the  vessels,  has  a  venous  character, 
hence  passive  hyiDersemia  is  also  called  Venous  HjqDcrsemia. 

This  condition  frequently  occurs  as  a  consequence  of  weakness  of 
THE  heart.  In  the  normal  state  the  forces  of  the  circulation  have  to 
overcome  gravitation,  in  order  to  remove  the  blood  from  depending 
parts.  The  force  of  the  heart  propagated  through  arteries  and  capil- 
laries to  the  veins  is  generally  sufficient  to  do  this.  But  if  the  heart  is 
weak,  the  blood  is  apt  to  linger  in  depending  parts,  or  in  parts  far 
removed  from  the  centre.  '  Weakening  of  the  heart  occurs  in  many 
forms  of  disease.    It  is  often  very  marked  in  fevers,  such  as  typhus  and 
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typhoid  or  in  long-continued  debilitating  diseases,  which  produce 
anremia '  In  these  cases  the  blood  often  stagnates  in  the  dependent  parts 
of  the  luno-  where  it  produces  the  so-called  hypostatic  engorgement.  It 
also  stagnrtes  frequently  in  depending  parts  of  the  skin,  over  the  sacrum 
and  shoulder  blades  in  persons  lying  on  their  backs,  over  the  trochanters 
in  persons  lying  on  their  sides.  In  these  situations  the  weakness  of  the 
circulation  along  mth  the  mechanical  effects  of  the  weight  of  the  Ixxly 
and  irritation  of  decomposing  material,  leads  frequently  to  the  sloughing 
of  the  skin  and  the  formation,  of  bed-sores.  In  fevers  there  may  be 
hyperfemia  of  the  extremities  of  the  fingers  or  toes,  resulting  even 
in  necrosis  or  gangrene. 

Again,  there  may  be  difficulty  in  overcoming  gravitation  on  account 
of  the  force  of  the  heart  being  partly  lost  by  reason  of  ABNORMAL 
CONDITIONS  IN  THE  ARTERIES.  If  there  be  partial  obstruction  m  the 
arteries,  as  in  atheroma,  where  there  is  thickening  of  the  internal  coat 
sometimes  with  a  deposition  of  thrombi  on  the  surface,  the  force  of  the 
heart  may  be  lost  in  friction,  and  consequently  the  blood  may  stagnate 
in  the  parts  supplied. 

Obstruction  of  veins,  however,  is  the  most  direct  cause  of  passive 
hyperemia.  This  may  be  produced  by  pressure  of  tumours,  exudations, 
bandages,  the  pregnant  uterus,  even  hard  masses  of  fseces,  by  coagula- 
tion of  blood  within  the  veins,  or  by  the  bursting  of  tumours  into 
veins,  or  their  growth  through  their  walls. 

Lastly,  DISEASE  of  the  valves  of  the  heart  produces  in  a  large 
proportion  of  cases  a  general  venous  hyperemia. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  RESULTS  of  this  engorgement  of  the 
vessels.  Taking  the  simplest  case,  that  of  obstruction  of  a  venous 
stem,  the  first  result  is  an  increase  of  blood-pressure  in  the  veins  behind 
the  point  of  obstruction,  and  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  part. 
Considering  the  rapid  manner  in  which  increase  of  pressure  in  the 
arteries  is  compensated,  it  might  be  expected  that  the  increase  of  pressure 
would  soon  be  reUeved,  and  the  engorgement  recovered  from.  If  the  vein 
have  abundant  anastomoses,  then  to  a  considerable  extent  the  blood  will 
find  its  Avay  by  other  channels  and  the  normal  conditions  be  restored. 
But  from  the  list  of  causes  of  passive  hypersemia  it  will  be  seen  that  most 
of  these  involve  sets  of  veins,  or  whole  regions  of  the  body ;  even  in  the 
case  of  thrombosis,  the  coagulation  usually  extends  to  a  number  of  veins. 
Apart  from  relief  by  anastomosis,  however,  it  might  be  supposed  that 
when  obstruction  in  a  vein  occurs  the  increase  of  pressure  would,  as  in 


AFFECTIONS  OF  CIECULATION  AND  BLOOD. 


tho  case  of  obstruction  of  an  artery,  l)e  compensated  hy  changes  in  the 
state  of  contraction  of  the  arteries.  But  a  local  relaxation  of  the 
arteries  would  only  intensify  the  result  hy  superinducing  an  active 
hypera^mia;  consequently  the  desired  compensation  could  only  be  efTected 
b}-  a  reduction  of  the  lilood-pressure  throughout  the  system,  which  will 
scarcely  happen.  The  increase  of  pressure  remains,  and  it  affects  not 
only  the  veins  but,  more  particularly,  the  capillaries,  the  blood  in  which 
is  as  it  were  jammed  between  two  pressures,  the  normal  pressure  from 
arteries  and  the  abnormal  from  the  veins. 

The  further  effects  are  to  be  traced  to  the  excessive  pressure  in  the 
capillaries.  The  blood  accumulates  in  excessive  quantity  in  these 
vessels  and  at  an  excessive  pressure.  In  consequence  of  this  an  increase 
in  the  natural  transudation  of  fluid  through  the  capillaries  occurs,  and 
the  blood  corpuscles,  especially  the  red  ones,  escape  from  the  vessels. 
Each  of  these  phenomena  merits  more  special  consideration. 

The  term  Diapedesis,  or  hajmorrhage  by  diapedesis,  is  applied  to  the 

escape  of  the  red  cor- 
puscles from  the  blood- 
vessels when  it  occurs, 
as  in  the  present  case, 
without  rupture  of  their 
M^all.  This  jDrocess  oc- 
curs mainly,  if  not  en- 
tirely, in  the  capillaries, 
and  it  can  be  shown  hy 
experiment  that  it  does 
not  involve  rupture  of 
these  vessels.     If  the 


Fig.  3.  —  Normal  capil- 
lary, with  eudotliclnim 
mapped  out  by  treatment 
with  nitrate  of  silver. 


within  a  moderate 
nomena  disappear. 


tongue 


of  a  frog- 


is  liga- 


tured at  its  base  so  as  to 
include  all  the  veins,  but 
excluding  the  artery, 
there  will  be  the  phe- 
nomena of  hypertemia 
greatly  intensified,  and 
among  these  phenomena 
diapedesis.  But  if  the 
ligature  be  loosened 
period,  the  circulation  is  restored,  and  the  phe- 
If  the  escape  of  blood  corpuscles  had  been  b}^  rup- 


Fig.  4. —Capillaries  after  pas- 
.<!ive  hypera;raia.  Apertures  be- 
t\vecn"the  coU.s  greatly  enlargcfl ; 
the  so-called  stom.ata.  (Ar- 
nold.) 
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ture,  it  would  have  continued  after  resumption  of  the  circulation    As  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  corpuscles  escape,  it  is  believed  by  some  that  they 
are  pushed  through  the  endothelial  plates,  but  by  others  it  is  asserted, 
with  more  probabihty,  that  they  pass  between  the  endothehal  cells^ 
Fio-  3  shows  the  appearance  of  the  endothelium  of  a  capillary  mapped 
out  by  treatment  Avith  nitrate  of  silver,  and  Fig.  4  shows  capillaries 
similarlv  treated  after  passive  hypersemia  had  existed.    The  latter  illus- 
tration "is  taken  from  Arnold,  who  asserts  that  while  in  the  normal 
condition  there  are  minute  apertures  between  the  endothehal  cells, 
chiefly  at  the  angles  where  two  or  three  meet,  these  are  found  much 
enlarged  in  passive  hyperemia.    The  small  apertures  may  be  called 
stigmata,  and  the  larger  ones  stomata.    The  excessive  pressure  in  the 
capillaries  seems  to  be  the  chief  agent  in  causing  the  escape  of  the 
corpuscles,  as  well  as  the  increased  transudation  of  fluid. 

That  there  is  an  increased  transudation  of  fluid  can  be  directly  proved 
b}-  experiment.    The  flow  in  the  lymphatic  vessels  has  been  proved  to 
be  excessive.    If  the  lymphatics  are  not  capable  of  disposing  of  the 
entire  excess,  then  the  fluid  accumulates  in  the  serous  spaces  and 
cavities  of  the  body,  giving  rise  to  (Edema  and  Dropsy,  which  are 
to  be  more  fully  considered  afterwards.    This  accumulation  will  occur 
if,  on  the  one  hand,  the  transudation  be  too  excessive  for  the  lymphatics 
to  dispose  of  it,  or  if  on  the  other,  for  some  reason,  the  lymphatics  do  not 
take  it  up  sufficiently.    The  current  in  the  lymphatics  depends  on  the 
blood-pressure,  and  we  have  just  seen  that  the  cause  of  the  increased 
transudation  is  excess  of  blood-pressure,  and  so  the  same  condition  which 
determines  the  increase  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  cause  it  to  be  more 
rapidly  disposed  of.    Hence  it  is  that  a  simple  passive  hypersemia  from 
obstruction  of  a  vein,  let  us  say,  is  not  usually  associated  with  much 
(edema.    When  the  hypersemia  depends  on  weakness  of  the  heart,  then 
the  attraction  of  gravity  which  prevents  the  return  of  blood  will  also 
interfere  with  the  flow  in  the  lymphatics,  and  there  will  be  no  excessive 
blood-pressure  to  accelerate  the  flow.    Hence,  in  these  cases,  cedema  is 
more  common  and  more  serious. 

The  exuded  fluid,  as  may  be  inferred,  contains  red  corpuscles,  but  it 
does  so  much  less  in  actual  pathological  processes  than  might  lie  sup- 
posed from  experiments  in  animals.  In  the  latter  there  is  a  sudden 
obstruction,  with  exaggerated  results  ;  in  actual  disease  in  man  the 
processes  usually  develop  slowly,  and  there  is  some  accommodation  of 
the  vessels.  It  should  be  added  that  the  white  corpuscles  pass  out  of 
the  vessels  as  well  as  the  red,  but  not  to  such  an  extent,  and  that  the 
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corpuscles,  lioth  red  and  white,  escape  from  the  small  veins  as  well  as 
from  the  capillaries. 

When  oedema  does  not  occur,  there  is  frequently  developed  some 
swelling  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  parts  concerned.  This  is  a  true 
hypertrophjr,  and  is  not  to  be  confounded  with  inflammatory  increase  of 
connective  tissue  which  will  afterwards  come  frequently  before  us.  The 
increased  transudation,  by  providing  an  increase  of  nutritious  material, 
causes  hypertrophy  of  the  connective  tissue,  which  is  swelled,  and  also 
denser.  This  increased  density  is  often  seen  in  the  heart,  when,  from 
disease  in  its  own  valves,  there  is  a  general  venous  engorgement  in  which 
the  veins  of  the  heart  take  part.  We  see  it  also  very  often  in  the 
kidney  and  in  the  lungs  in  cases  of  valvular  disease.  The  tissue,  as  a 
whole,  is  rendered  hard  and  resistant. 

The  part  which  is  the  seat  of  passive  hyperfemia  will  be  unduly  red, 
and  the  colour  will  be  dark  or  livid.  It  will  be  swollen,  both  from  the 
overfilling  of  the  vessels  and  from  the  cedema,  and  it  will  usually  be 
lowered  in  temperature. 

4.  Local  An.^:mia. — In  this  condition  the  vessels  of  a  part  are  more 
or  less  deficient  in  blood.  It  may  be  due  to  various  causes.  The 
capillaries  may  be  emptied  by  pressure  on  the  part.  For  instance, 
an  abscess  approaching  the  surface  may,  by  its  pressure,  prevent  the 
blood  reaching  the  capillaries  of  the  skin  and  a  slough  is  the  result.  A 
oavity  in  the  lung  may,  by  undermining  the  pleura,  cause  sloughing  of  it. 
Tumours  or  clots  of  blood,  etc.,  by  their  pressure,  may  cause  anaemia  of 
surrounding  parts,  and  if  the  part  thus  rendered  anaemic  be  a  structure 
whose  function  is  important  to  hfe,  such  as  the  lirain,  serious  result.s 
may  follow. 

Interference  with  the  arteries  will  produce  anaemia  if  the  flow  of 
blood  through  them  he  obstructed.    There  is  such  a  thing  as  spasm  of 
arteries — this,  probably,  produces  the  shivering  which  is  so  common  at 
the  outset  of  fevers,  the  arteries  of  the  skin  being  spasmodically  con- 
tracted.   So  also  in  some  neuralgias  a  spasm  of  the  arteries  has  been 
seen.    The  application  of  cold  causes  contraction  of  the  arteries — the 
ether  spray  causes  complete  anaemia  by  this  means.    Besides  this,  the 
arteries  may  be  narrowed  by  disease  of  their  coats.    There  is  a  rather 
common  disease  in  small  arteries  which  consists  in  a  thickening  of  the 
internal  coat  .and  has  somewhat  the  character  of  atheroma.    This  con- 
dition is  often  called  endarteritis  obliterans,  and  is  in  some  cases  a 
syphilitic  manifestation.     It  is  clear  that,  by  reducing  the  calibre 
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of  arteries,  it  will  produce  an.nria.  In  arteries  of  the  ^J-^^^Z 
produces  narrowing  of  the  calibre  which  may  be  -  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
L  to  produce  anemia.  More  frequently,  however,  anemia  is  produced 
a  serious  extent  only  when  blood  coagulates  on  the  ath— ^^^^ 
patch  and  completely  occludes  the  artery.  Again,  tumours  blood-clots 
exudations  may  cause  narrowing  of  arteries  by  pressure.  Arteries  also 
may  be  completely  obstructed  by  ligature  or  by  plugging. 

In  considering  the  RESULTS  of  local  anaemia  the  case  of  complete 
closure  of  arteries  will  be  here  omitted,  because  it  will  come  up  for 
consideration  under  the  head  of  embohsm.  In  cases  where  there  is 
incomplete  obstruction,  some  blood  will  pass  by  the  arteries,  but  the 
capillaries  will  be  imperfectly  filled.  The  part  will  be  pale,  reduced  m 
temperature,  flaccid.  Its  nutrition  will  be  diminished,  and  its  elements 
prone  to  undergo  atrophy  and  degeneration,  and  even,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  necrosis.  The  function  will  be  interfered  with  if  the 
nutrition  is  depreciated.  If  the  anaemia  affect  an  important  organ  the 
results  may  be  serious.  Thus,  obstruction  of  the  coronary  arteries  may 
cause  paralysis  of  the  heart  from  this  cause.  Again,  anemia  of  the 
blood-vessels  interferes  so  much  with  the  nutrition  of  their  own  walls 
that,  if  after  its  suspension  the  circulation  be  renewed,  the  vessels  may 
rupture  and  serious  .haemorrhage  result.  Lastly,  a  local  anaemia  pro- 
duces a  hypersemia  elsewhere,  but  this  has  already  been  considered 
under  collateral  hypersemia. 

THEOMBOSIS  AND  EMBOLISM. 

These  two  conditions  are  often  associated,  but  must  be  carefully  dis- 
tinguished. Thrombosis  is  the  coagulation  of  blood  within  the  vessels 
or  heart.  Embolism  is  the  obstruction  of  a  vessel  by  a  plug  brought 
from  a  distance.  The  coagulum  which  forms  in  thrombosis  is  a  thrombtcs, 
the  plug  which  obstructs  in  embohsm  is  an  embolus.  A  thrombus 
detached  from  its  place  becomes  an  embolus,  and  an  embolus,  whether 
consisting  of  coagulum  or  not,  may  grow  by  successive  deposition  of 
clot  or  thrombosis. 

1.  Thrombosis.— In  considering  the  mode  of  occurrence  of  throm- 
bosis, it  is  necessary  to  refer  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  blood 
coagulates.  According  to  the  views  which  are  identified  with  the  name 
of  Alexander  Schmidt,  three  agents  are  necessary  for  coagulation,  the 
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feZT'rZ  f '"r"'  paraglobulin,  and  the  fibdn- 

a  tT  TfJfiK  fi'>"ne  in  the  presence  of  the 

lattej.  The  fibrinogen  is  dissolved  in  the  blood-plasma,  the  paraglol)ulin 
and  ferment  reside  in  the  white  corpuscles.  It  is  only  by  ktruction  o  he 
white  coi,.uscles  that  the  paraglobuhn  and  fermenfare  set  free  Ho  Ln^ 
as  the  white  corpuscles  circulate  in  the  blood  and  remain  ahve  fibrine 

o         ,  ^'""^  r  '™  "'^^^  -  that": 

white  coipuscles  are  no  longer  preserved  alive.  Fibrine,  it  will  thus  be 
seen,  is  the  result  of  a  chemical  combination,  and  the  resulting  albumin- 
ous substance  the  fibrine,  is  not  a  vital  structure  but  a  dear?  chemical 
compound  In  order  to  the  preservation  of  the  white  corpuscles  they 
must  not  be  exposed  to  the  contact  of  dead  matter.  You  may  keep 
blood  fluid  for  a  long  time  if  you  simply  ensure  that  it  is  in  Ltact 
with  living  tissue.  Lister  long  ago  showed  that  if  an  artery  be  liga- 
tured in  two  places,  and  cut  out  while  full  of  blood,  it  may  be  hung  up 
and  the  blood  will  remain  fluid  for  some  days.  Within  the  body  if  a 
vessel  be  ligatured  carefully  in  two  places,  the  middle  portion  remainin.^ 
m  connection  ^vith  the  li^dng  tissues,  then  the  blood  may  l)e  kept  fluid 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  days. 

The  main  cause  of  coagulation,  then,  is  the  contact  of  the  white 
corpuscles  >vith  dead  matter  or  altered  living  tissue.  In  the  living  body 
anything  which  interferes  with  the  integrity  of  the  vessel  wall  or  the 
endocardium  is  hkely  to  predispose  to  coagulation.  Stagnation  of  the 
blood  is  often  set  down  as  a  cause  of  coagulation,  but  this  will  act  ■ 
chiefly  by  altering  the  vessel  wall,  and  by  keeping  the  wliite  corpuscles 
removed  from  contact  with  the  living  tissue.  As  it  is  the  endothelium 
of  the  vessels  and  endocardium  which  is  in  most  immediate  contact 
with  the  blood,  it  will  be  interferences  with  it  that  will  conduce  to 
coagulation. 

If  a  portion  of  blood  inside  a  vessel  be  cut  off"  from  the  circulation, 
then  it  will  by  and  by  coagulate  just  as  it  does  outside  the  bodj-,  the 
main  agent  in  the  coagulation  being  the  disintegrating  white  corpuscles. 
In  this  way  a  red  thrombus  is  produced.  But  vessels  are  rarely  so 
situated  as  to  allow  of  a  complete  coagulation  such  as  this;  much 
more  frequently  the  thromlms  is  formed  from  the  blood  Avhich  is 
still  moving,  although,  it  may  be,  slowly,  and  it  is  of  gradual  growth. 
The  formation  of  throml^i  in  the  living  vessels  has  been  careful!}- 
studied  by  Zahn  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  Ixii.),  whose  experiments 
throw  much  light  on  the  process. 

The  mesentery  of  a  frog  is  exposed  and  subjected  to  microscopic 
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examination.    A  vessel  of  son.e  size,  an  ar  cry  o. 
its  wall  in  some  way  injured,  as  by  twitching  it  f^^f'y  ^^^H^ 
forceps,  or  placing  a  small  crystal  of  common  salt  near  it.    ^cry  soon 
vh      Woo  1-corpSscles  begin  to  adhere  at  the  injured  part.    As  h 
lood  passes  over  it  successive  layers  of  white  corpuscles  adhere,  and  a 
!^c^2rchLp  of  them  is  formed.    Along  with  the  white  corpuscles  a 
: tray        on    may  be  insinuated,  or  there  may  be  several  red  ones 
Tte'chlp  so  foiU  be  it  wholly  white  or  partly  mixed  with  ml 
corpuscles  may  be  carried  off,  in  which  case  a  new  one  begins  to  form, 
ZFL  chimp  may  remain  fixed  and  be  continuously  en  arged  by  succes^ 
sive  depositions  of  corpuscles  from  the  circulating  blood.    In  course  of 
time  a  change  occurs  in  the  appearance  of  the  clump,  the  white  corpusc  es 
lose  their  individual  outline  to  a  great  extent,  and  the  clump  gather 
itself  together  into  a  grey  granular  mass  in  which  neither  by  acetic  acid 
nor  by  staining  are  the  majority  of  the  white  corpuscles  to  be  discovered. 
It  has,  indeed,  very  much  the  characters  of  fibrine  which  has  been 
obtained  by  whipping  the  blood  outside  the  body.    The  clump  of  white 
corpuscles,  in  fact,  by  the  disintegration  of  the^  corpuscles  and  the 
attraction  of  the  fibrinogen  from  the  blood  plasma  has  converted  itsel 
into  a  fibrinous  coagulum.    All  the  white  corpuscles,  however  are  not 
disintegrated,  some  are  still  recognizable  in  the  mass.    A  similar  mode 
of  formation  is  observed  when  a  vessel  is  injured  by  pricking  with  a 
needle,  or  by  cutting  it.    The  presence  of  foreign  bodies  if  they  are  rough 
on  the  surface  produces  adhesion  of  white  corpuscles  and  their  conver- 
sion into  thrombi  in  similar  fashion,  but  when  smooth  pieces  of  glass 
are  introduced,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  the  same  tendency  to  adhe- 
sion of  the  white  corpuscles.    It  will  be  understood  that  thrombi 
formed  in  this  way  often  contain  a  few  red  corpuscles.    If  by  any 
alteration  in  position,  or  tearing  of  the  clump,  a  channel  is  formed, 
then  the  red  corpuscles  will  be  wedged  in  and  retained.    The  white 
THROMBI  and  the  mixed  thrombi  are  therefore  to  be  regarded  as 
forming  a  single  class.    The  RED  THROMBI  composed  of  the  entire  blood 
form  another  class. 

.Having  learned  so  much  as  to  the  formation  of  thrombi,  we  may  be 
prepared  to  consider  the  special  circumstances  under  which  they  occur 
in  actual  cases.  It  may  be  said  that  in  most  cases  of  thrombosis  there 
is  either  such  a  STAGNATION  OF  THE  BLOOD  as  to  cause  a  serious  deteri- 
oration of  the  endothehum,  or  else  some  palpable  injury  to  the 
VESSEL  compromising  its  endothelium,  and  the  various  thrombi  may  be 
studied  according  as  they  are  formed  in  one  of  these  ways  or  the  other, 
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chIr™TM™  ilfo™:  Wood  .ea^atin,  i„ 

heart  are  imperfectly  empt  el     'f  r  *^  '"""^ 

muscular  subatance/ Thf    lit  "  »' 

parts  of  the  cavities  from  whih  th   M    .  ""''"y  *e 

•luring  the  imperfect  collt  1       u  '°  ^^P'ied 

of  the  ventric  es  Z  ZTZ"  ,  " 

elsewhere.  So  al  "o  thev  oT"^  m>end^.s  more  frequently  than 
carnese,  and  are  frer.„„„*i   .  """""uly  behind  the  columnai 

columns.  These  throlf  T  ^'"T^  muscular 
are  never  composed "Tl  1  ?  1  '  i'^'^'y^^'^  -'"ur,  and 

from  adroixtuH  d"  I  '""il';?,'!  ^ro™ 
queutlyin  the  ri^ht  b^^t  ti  ,        ^'latetion  occurs  more  fre- 

called  V  ttZ   iw  '       '°  'f  ■  '■'^^^  (-Wch  were 

ventricle.  '  "'""ough  by  no  means  rare  in  the  left 

-us'"  x^:x:irr  r 

olo.,ely  to  the  vat      L  hi  ^        i.'  ^-''^ 
lie  hif  closed  the  forc^ot  tl  tbf  I  °' 

back  against  ;he  ve^^ll  '"h       ^li:^^':'  ""^ 
pouches  of  the  valves  and  coagulat  n  t'll  bel  '^^^^^^^^^ 
formed  grow  up  the  veins,  but  even  when  the!  We  1  °  " 

they  often  present  a  kncittcd  condi  »  f 'm  tt  n^^r 
with  the  valves  being  bulkier.    In  such  cases  the  tnotf  '  T'*"'"'"'* 
oft»  be  detected  thLgh  the  skin.  Ta:^^^^:^^:^ 

accordmg  to  V.rchow  this  is  only  due  to  certain  local  relations 

iu  tire  cases  hitherto  mentioned,  stagnation  of  blood  has  been  tb. 
pnm,ry  factor,  but  in  the  thrombosis  sometimes  occurring™  th.  vZZ 
VEms  after  childbirth  we  have  this  combined  with  a  pVwe  inZ  t'  ' 
the  vesse  wall.    I„  some  cases,  after  parturition,  the  uterus  con  IL 
imperfectly,  and  the  blood,  stagnating  in  the  uterine  sinuses   s  aoTto 
coagulate.    In  this  case  the  starting  point  of  the  coagulation  is  !„ 
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he  open  mouths  of  the  veins  on  the  raw  uterine  surface,  which  in 
any  respects  resembles  the  surface  of  a  wound. 
A  more  definite  wound  OF  A  vessel  may  induce  coagulation.  The 
coagulation  may  occur  at  the  ruptured  edges,  or  a  clot  may  form  in  the 
effused  blood  outside  the  vessel,  and  by  successive  deposition  from  the 
escaping  blood  grow  through  the  gap  into  the  vessel.  In  case  of  liga- 
ture of  a  vessel  the  internal  and  middle  coats  are  ruptured,  and 
coagulation  occurs  as  in  the  case  of  a  wounded  vessel.  If  stagnation 
already  exists  in  a  vein  a  very  trivial  wound  may  induce  coagulation. 
Thus  in  cardiac  disease  where  passive  hypersemia  has  led  to  oedema,  the 
punctures  made  to  relieve  the  oedema  or  the  ulcers  which  form  spon- 
taneously not  infrequently  lead  to  thrombosis  in  the  veins.  It  is 
important  to  bear  this  in  mind  in  connection  with  the  general  venous 
hyperaemia  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart. 

Diseases  of  the  vessels  and  heart  which  interfere  Avith  the  endothelium 
induce  coagulation  on  the  surface.  Thus  ACUTE  ENDOCARDITIS  produces 
thrombosis  on  the  valvular  structures  of  the  heart,  and  CHRONIC  ENDO- 
CARDITIS does  so  sometimes  by  the  formation  of  calcareous  plates  which 
may  by  and  by  tear  through  and  expose  themselves  in  the  current. 
ATHEROJii^  of  arteries,  by  causing  roughness  and  ulceration,  or  by  produc- 
ing calcareous  plates,  may  lead  to  coagulation,  which  is  more  serious  in 
such  small  arteries  as  those  of  the  brain,  where  thrombi  may  completely 
obstruct,  than  in  such  a  vessel  as  the  aorta.  The  well-known  coagulation 
of  blood  in  Aneurism  is  susceptible  of  similar  explanation.  Here  the 
internal  waU  is  much  altered,  and  usually  deprived  entirely  of  its  endo- 
thelium. Another  occasional  cause  of  thrombosis  is  the  PROTRUSION  OF 
TUMOURS  through  the  Avails  of  vessels.  It  is  very  seldom  that  arteries  are 
thus  involved,  and,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  thrombosis  does  not  occur 
in  the  capillaries,  but  veins  are  occasionally  attacked  by  malignant 
tumours  and  their  walls  so  altered  as  to  induce  coagulation. 

Thrombi  which  have  once  formed  are  liable  to  grow.  The 
thj-ombus  is  composed  of  dead  fibrine,  and  the  surface  is  rough,  so  white 
corpuscles  adhere  and  disintegrate,  and  coagulation  occurs  readily  in 
successive  layers.  In  the  case  of  the  veins  the  blood  will  he  for  the 
most  part  stagnant  above  and  very  often  below  the  thrombus,  and  it  is 
in  these  vessels  particularly  that  they  are  apt  to  grow  very  extensively. 
Thus  a  coagulation  starting  in  the  uterus  may  travel  along  to  the 
internal  and  common  iliac  veins,  and  thence  pass  into  the  veins  of  the 
legs.  In  a  case  observed  by  the  author,  coagulation  had  its  origin  in  a 
cancer  of  the  kidney  which  involved  the  wall  of  the  renal  vein,  and  it 
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extended  thence  to  the  inferior  vena  cava,  and. to  the  veins  of  Ijoth  legs 
which  were  distended  with  old  thrombi. 

In  regard  to  the  character  of  the  thrombi  fonned  under  the.se  various 
circumstances,  it  may  be  said  that  almost  all  are  of  the  white  or  mixed 
character,  as  most  of  them  form  where  the  circulation,  although  it  may 
be  stagnant,  is  not  absolutely  at  a  stand-still.  The  more  the  blood  is  at 
rest,  however,  the  more  is  it  likely  to  contain  red  corpuscles.  It  is  clear 
that  thrombi  forming  at  the  edges  of  a  wounded  vessel  as  the  escaping 
blood  passes  over  them  Avill  be  white  thrombi,  and,  indeed,  Zahn 
determined  this  in  his  experiments.  Thrombi  forming  on  the  inflamed 
valves,  on  the  diseased  endocardium  or  intima  of  vessels,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  the  projection  of  foreign  bodies  or  tumours,  will  be  white. 
The  globular  vegetations  of  the  heart  are  also  white  or  mixed — they 
are,  indeed,  often  of  a  pearly  whiteness,  and  even  those  occurring  in 
A'eins  from  weakness  of  the  heart  are  largely  composed  of  white  cor- 
puscles. Growing  thrombi  will  be  mainly  white  or  mixed,  but  as  the 
blood  above  and  beneath  a  growing  thrombus  is  usually  at  a  stand-stiU, 
or  nearly  so,  we  are  apt  in  this  case  to  have  more  nearh"  the  entire 
blood  entering  into  the  constitution  of  the  thrombus,  and  these  are  often 
redder  than  most.  The  stratified  clots  in  an  aneurism  are  white  or 
mixed,  and  it  may  almost  be  said  that,  except  in  the  case  of  coagulation 
in  an  aneurism  after  ligature  of  the  artery,  it  is  seldom  that  the  whole 
blood  is  concerned  in  the  formation  of  a  thrombus. 

It-  is  important  to  distinguish  thrombi  which  h.a.\e  formed  during 
life  from  mere  post-mortem  coagula.  It  will  be  clear  from  what  has 
gone  before  that  the  thrombi  are  mostly  either  white  or  grey,  hnt  being 
formed  largely  of  white  corpuscles  they  are  of  a  dead  or  opaque  white 
or  grey  appearance.  Post-mortem  clots  are  sometimes  pale  from  the 
sinking  of  the  red  corpuscles  or  otherwise,  but  they  are  gelatinous  and 
smooth  on  the  surface  and  mostly  transparent,  whereas  the  thrombi  are 
firmer,  drier,  more  opaque  and  granular  on  the  surface.  The  thrombi 
also  adhere  to  the  wall  to  some  extent,  whereas  the  clots  do  not, 
although  in  the  heart,  from  getting  entangled  among  the  columnae 
carneee,  they  may  have  an  appearance  of  adhesion.  Lastly,  the  thrombi 
are  often  stratified,  indicating  their  deposition  in  successive  layers. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  changes  which  thrombi  undergo 
after  their  formation.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  coagulum  is 
virtually  a  piece  of  dead  matter,  fibrine  being  merely  a  chemical  com- 
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pound,  not  a  living  structure.  There  are  two  directions,  chiefly  in 
which  thrombi  are  Hable  to  change-the  one  is  softening,  and  the  other 

an  apparent  organization.  i    •    ,.1,    -u  ^ 

Softening  is  a  frequent  result,  especially  m  the  coagula  m  the  heart 
■md  veins  It  should  be  said  that  the  softening  which  occurs  m  connection 
with  pyemia  is  here  left  out  of  account,  as  the  whole  processes  m 
connection  with  this  disease  will  be  studied  afterwards.  The  globular 
veo-etations  in  the  heart  frequently  present  very  good  examples  of  soften- 
in"  It  beo-ins  in  the  central  parts  of  the  thrombus,  and  the  coagulum 
bleaks  do^  into  a  turbid  brownish  juice,  the  softening  extendmg 

gradually  outwards.  ,  . 

The  juice  is  often  like  a  mixture  of  pus  and  blood,  or  m  very  white 
thrombi  it  may  be  like  pure  pus.  It  consists  of  the  debris  of  the 
thrombus,  and  no  well  preserved  corpuscles  are  to  be  found  m  it.  The 
softening  may  extend  outwards  till  a  mere  rind  of  clot  is  left,  and  this 
may  give  way  and  cause  the  juice  to  be  launched  into  the  circulation. 
In  veins  also,  softening  may  take  place,  and  here  the  colouring  matter 
of  the  blood  may  be  deposited  in  the  <^ 
form  of  h^matoidin  crystals  (see  Fig.        ^  0  ^ 

5).     Of  course,  where  softening  has      ^  ^ 
occurred  there  is  much  more  proba-  ^  ^ 

bility  of  bits  of  the  thrombi  being  torn 
away  or  carried  forward  so  as  to  pro- 
duce embolism.  .  <^  ^ 

Thrombi,  instead  of  softening,  may 
dry  in  and  shrivel.    In  such  case  we 
may  have  lime  salts  deposited,  and  ^ 
even  through  time  the  formation  of  ^  ,      .       ^  ^ 

"  Fig.  5. --Crystals  of  liasmatoidni  found 

little    stony    masses  VEIN-STONES    or    closely  aggi-egated  in  the  midst  of  an  old 

thrombus  in  a  vein.    The  crystals  have  a 
Phlebollths.  deep  red  colour,    x  350. 

The  Organization  of  a  thrombus  is  a  process  of  some  interest.  As 
the  coagvilum  is  dead,  it  is  clear  that  it  cannot  take  part  in  the  process 
of  organization.  In  studying  inflammation  this  subject  will  come  iip  for 
fuller  discussion,  but  it  may  here  be  stated  that  when  a  piece  of  dead 
animal  substance  is  present  among  the  living  tissues,  the  first  step 
towards  its  absorption  is  usually  its  replacement  by  an  elementary 
tissue,  the  dead  structure  forming,  as  it  were,  a  mould  on  which  the 
new  tissue  forms  itself.  The  constituents  of  the  thrombus  are,  therefore, 
pushed  aside  or  disintegrated  by  masses  of  round  cells  (as  shown  in 
Fig.   6  h) ;  and  at  the  same  time  blood-vessels  springing  from  the 
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vasa  vasorum  extend  into  the  substance  of  the  new-formed  tissue. 
The  thrombus  is  thus  converted  into,  or  I'ephiced  hy,  a  vascular  tissue 

which  subsequently  devel- 


ops  into  coniiective  tissue. 
Like  other  new  -  formed 
connective  tissue  of  this 
kind,  this  tissue  tends  to 
contract.  The  result  of  this 
sometimes  is  the  drawing- 
together  of  the  walls  of  the 
vessel,  and  the  permanent 
obliteration  of  its  calibre. 
The  vessel  is  thus  converted 
into  a  solid  cord.  In  other 
cases  the  contraction  acts 
on  the  walls  of  the  proper 
vessels  of  the  new-formed 
tissue,  dragging  them  out- 
wards. By  this  means  the 
\'essels  are  widened,  and  in 
time  may  come  to  assume 

Fig.  6  -Organization  of  blood-clot,  a  represents  tlie  clot  cavemOUS  character.  This 
httle  altered ;  red  corpuscles  are  chiefly  seen,  with  a  few 

solid  round  cells,  which  are  lilce  white  corpuscles,  but  more  YCLSiV  result  in  the  re-CStab- 
numerous  than  in  normal  blood.   In  b  the  red  coi-puscles  ''J 

are  entirely  replaced  by  round  cells.    In  c  the  round  cells   lishment  of  the  circulation, 
have  given  place  to  large  spindles,    x  350. 

the  mde  spaces  of  the 
sponge-like  tissue  coming  to  communicate  with  the  regular  calibre  of 
the  vessel.  A  favourite  place  for  the  formation  of  this  cavernous  tissue 
is  the  place  of  union  of  the  iliac  veins  to  form  the  vena  cava.  Here, 
the  vessels  are  sometimes  found  filled  with  a  spongy  tissue  through 
which  the  circulation  is  carried  on.  By  a  still  further  contraction  of 
the  new-formed  tissue,  the  calibre  of  the  vessel  may  be  completely 
re-estabhshed,  the  sinus-like  blood-channels  expanding  into  the  cahbre 
of  the  vessel. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  of  thrombosis,  it  may  be  well  to  consider 

WHETHER  COAGULATION  OCCURS  IN  THE  LIVING  CAPILLARIES.    It  is  tO  be 

remembered  that  the  deterioration  of  the  endothelium  is  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  in  the  vessels.    The  capillary  Avail, 
consists  entirely  of  endothelium,  and  the  deterioration  of  it  means  the 
deterioration  of  the  entire  capillary  wall.    Such  an  interference  Avith 
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the  capillaries  us  to  induce  coagulation  will  only  occur  when  actual 
'  necrosis  takes  place.  Moreover,  as  the  tissues  depend  on  the  capillaries 
tor  their  nutrition,  obstruction  by  thrombosis  will  involve  the  death  of 
the  tissues  themselves.  Hence  thrombosis  of  the  capillaries,  or  even 
complete  stagnation  in  them,  may  be  put  out  of  the  question  except  in 
connection  with  necrosis.  The  non-occurrence  of  thrombosis  in  the 
capillaries  is  of  great  practical  consequence.  If  it  were  not  so  the 
thrombi  in  veins,  growing  against  the  current  as  they  so  readily  do, 
would  grow  into  the  capillaries,  and  through  them  into  the  arteries. 
The  capillaries,  not  admitting  of  this,  form  a  barrier  to  the  extension  of 
the  coagulation.  It  thus  happens  that,  after  extensive  coagulation  in 
the  veins,  the  circulation  is  largely  maintained  by  arteries,  capillaries, 
and  lymphatics,  and  necrosis  rarely  occurs.  It  is  worthy  of  note  in 
connection  with  this  matter  that  the  blood  found  in  the  capillaries  after 
death  is  nearly  always  fluid. 

In  studying  thrombosis,  we  have  left  out  of  account  all  cases  of  what 
is  called  septic;  thrombosis,  where  the  coagulation  arises  in  connection 
with  the  introduction  of  decomposing  material  into  the  veins.  Such 
jjrocesses  Avill  receive  consideration  in  another  part. 

We  have  still  to  consider  the  EFFECTS  of  thrombosis.  Apart  from 
the  occun-ence  of  embohsm,  wliich  may  result  from  thrombosis  any- 
where, it  will  he  mostly  thrombosis  of  the  veins  that  is  followed  by 
serious  results.  The  most  direct  effect  of  obstruction  of  veins  by  thrombi 
is  of  course  PASSIVE  hypeR/EMIA  with  its  consequent  cedema.  The 
occurrence  of  serious  oedema  depends  largely  on  the  extent  of  the  anasto- 
mosis of  the  obstructed  vein,  and  also  somewhat  on  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  thi-ombosis  has  occurred.  If  the  thrombus  forms  slowlj- 
the  functions  of  the  plugged  veins  may  be  largely  taken  up  by  the 
lym])hatics  and  by  other  veins  which  remain  unaffected.  In  the  case 
already  referred  to,  where  a  cancerous  tumour  in  the  kidney  had  burst 
into  the  renal  veins,  and  thi'ombosis  had  extended  to  the  vena  cava  and 
down  the  veins  of  both  legs,  there  was  comparatively  little  oedema 
at  any  time,  although  all  the  main  venous  trmdcs  of  both  legs  were 
Iflugged.  One  circumstance  renders  this  compensation,  especially  hy 
the  lymphatics,  the  easier,  namely  the  fact  that  the  thrombosis  does 
not  extend  into  the  capillaries,  and  consequently  not  into  the  arteries. 
The  cause  of  this  has  been  already  explained,  but  it  is  clear  that  if  the 
fii'culation  is  still  maintained  in  the  arteries  and.capillaries,  the  lymphatic 
circulation  will  not  suffer. 

C 
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It  is  important  to  know  that  these  secondary  effects  of  thrombosis, 
and  especially  oedema,  will  not  usually  show  themselves  for  some  time 
after  the  onset  of  the  process.  A  coagulation  beginning  in  a  vein  will 
take  some  time  before  it  completely  oljstructs  it,  and  even  when  it  has 
done  so,  it  may  be  necessary  for  it  to  grow  into  other  veins  before  any 
pronounced  oedema  will  develop.  Hence  it  is  that  a  thrombosis  may 
lead  to  embolism  by  detachment  of  portions  of  the  thrombi  before  it  has 
manifested  its  presence  by  hyperaemia  and  oedema. 

Thrombosis  in  veins  seldom  leads  to  Gangrene,  and  in  the  few 
cases  in  which  gangrene  actually  occurs  some  additional  interference 
with  the  circulation  will  usually  be  discoverable.  Weakening  of  the 
heart,  in  conjunction  with  thrombosis,  may  cause  it,  and  so  may  disease 
of  the  arteries  diminishing  the  force  of  the  blood. 

2  Embolism.— This,  as  we  have  seen,  is  a  process  frequently  associated 
with  thrombosis.  EmboHsm  will  affect  arteries  or  capillaries,  and,  as  the 
portal  vein  is  distributed  in  the  Hver  like  an  artery,  it  is  also  hable  to 
emboHsm  The  plug  or  embolus  is  most  frequently  a  thrombus  or  a  part 
of  one  It  may  be  a  bit  of  tumour  which  has  found  its  way  into  a  vessel, 
or  a  foreign  body  which  has  obtained  entrance.  It  may  be  a  piece  of 
cretaceous  material  from  a  degenerated  valve  or  vessel.  It  may  be  a 
parasitic  animal,  as  the  echinococcus,  which  has  found  its  way  into  the 

circulation.  ^  ^  •  •  i 

In  the  case  of  many  arteries  the  effects  of  embohsm  are  very  trmal. 
The  ANASTOMOSES  are  so  free  that  they  readily  compensate  completely, 
and  the  circulation  is  restored  almost  at  once.  For  the  purposes  of  he 
tissues  it  is  the  capillary  circulation  which  is  of  importance,  and  if 
the  blood,  by  any  route  however  circuitous,  reaches  the  capillaries, 

there  is  no  serious  result. 

When  an  artery  with  free  anastomosis  is  obstrueted  by  an  emboh.s 
there  will  be  at  once  an  increase  of  blood-pressure  on  the  proximal  sule 
of  the  plug.    The  anastomosing  branches  by  dilatation  wdl  reduce  th 
lessile  blood-pressure.  but  the  excessive  WoocM>r— ^  .-^f 
assist  in  opening  up  the  anastomosing  channels.    In  this  way  the  circu 
lat  onTs  restored.    At  the  seat  of  obstruction  thrombosis  occurs  on  each 
st  of  th  embolus,  and  goes  on  upwards  and  ^-nwards  to  the^^^^^^^^^^ 
branches.    By  the  organisation  of  the  thrombus  he  cahbre  of  the^  ^ 
is  destroyed  and  the  vessel  reduced  to  a  solid  cord.    In  this  waj 
a  niece  o^  artery  is  lost,  and  that  is  all  the  peiinanent  result 

'  Us  similar  Jith  c.i-  LLAUY  BMBOUSM.    The  ultimate  result  is  the 
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loss  of  a  piece  of  capillary  between  the  two  nearest  communications. 
At  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  the  embolus  in  a  capillary  will  produce 
very  little  disturbance,  as  the  communications  are  so  free  in  the  capil- 
lary system.  It  sometimes  happens,  however,  that  multiple  embolisms 
cause  more  serious  derangements  of  the  circulation. 

It  is  very  different  in  the  case  of  ARTERIES  WHICH  HAVE  NO  ANAS- 
TOMOSES. There- are  parts  of  the  body  in  which  the  arteries  are  distri- 
buted to  a  perfectly  definite  piece  of  tissue,  and  have  no  anastomotic 
connections.  In  the  case  of  such  arteries,  to  which  Cohnheim  gives  the 
name  of  End  Arteries,  the  results  of  obstruction  are  very  serious. 
The  part  is  entirely  deprived  of  its  blood  supply  through  the  arteries, 
and  if  any  blood  reaches  it,  it  must  be  by  the  connection  with  neigh- 
bouring capillaries  or  by  the  veins.  The  most  direct  result  of  obstruc- 
tion of  an  end  artery,  therefore,  is  anaemia,  and  consequent  death  or 
necrosis  of  the  tissue.  But  there  are  some  cases  in  which  an  apparent 
exception  to  this  occurs ;  there  is  the  necrosis,  but  instead  of  anaemia 
there  is  an  excessive  engorgement  with  blood.  This  is  very  well  seen 
in  the  case  of  the  lung,  where  embolism  often  produces  the  hsemorrhagic 
infarction.    We  have  to  consider  how  this  is  to  be  explained. 

Cohnheim's  experiments  in  elucidation  of  the  pathology  of  em- 
bolism are  of  such  importance  in  this  regard  that  more  particular 
reference  to  them  may  be  here  permitted.    The  subject  of  experiment 
Avas  the  tongue  of  the  frog.   The  two  main  lateral  arteries  of  the  tongue 
are  not  end  arteries,  but  their  lateral  branches  are.    Cohnheim  intro- 
duced little  blackened  pellets  of  wax  into  the  division  of  the  aorta 
which  communicates  with  the  arteries  of  the  tongue,  and  these  Avere 
sometimes  carried  to  the  tongue,  obstructing  the  arteries  there.  Some- 
times one  pellet  obstructed  the  anastomosing  branch  between  the  main 
arteries  while  another  stuck  in  one  of  the  main  arteries,  so  that  the  latter 
was  converted  into  an  end  artery.    "V^Tiether  a  main  artery  thus  con- 
ditioned or  a  plugged  lateral  branch  was  observed,  the  process  was  virtu- 
ally the  same.    The  blood  was,  immediately  after  the  plugging,  at  a 
standstill,  in  artery,  vein,  and  capillaries.     These  vessels  might  be 
.moderately  full  of  blood  or  might  contain  only  blood  plasma.    Soon,  hoAV- 
ever,  a  backAvard  flow  of  the  blood  from  the  veins  was  observed  (diagram- 
matically  shoAvn  in  Fig.  7),  and^by  and  by  this  produced  an  engorgeuient 
of  the  entire  vessels,  veins,  capillaries,  and  arteries.    After  a  time  a  re- 
markable diapedesis  began  to  manifest  itself  through  the  capillaries  into 
the  surrounding  tissue,  which  became  engorged  Avith  blood.  The 
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portion  of  tissue  concerned  would,  in  accordance  with  the  area  of  dis- 
tril)ution  of  the  artery,  he  wedge-sliaped,  and  the  remit  was  a  wedgc- 


Fi^  7  -Diajfram  of  couditions  foUowmg  emliolism  of  aii  e.  d  <  rtery. 
In  the  tore  to  the  left  the  state  of  an«mia  immediately  after  the  em- 
bolism if  shown:  In  the  other  figure  the  reg,irgitant  cun-ent  from  the 
vein  is  indicated  (after  Cohnheim). 

Shaped  red  pulpy  piece  of  tissue,  not  unlike  a  blood  clot-the 
HEMORRHAGIC  INFARCTION.    H  the  frog  survived,  the  piece  of  tissue 

by  and  by  sloughed  off. 

The  explanation  of  these  phenomena  is  not  very  difficult.  ihe 
obstruction  of  the  artery  reduces  the  pressure  in  the  vessels  supi>Iied  by 
it  to  nothing.     The  veins  are  still  in  open  communication  ^vath  the 
veins  of  the  part,  in  which,  although  the  blood-pressmj  is  low,  it  is 
still  something.    Accordingly,  the  backward  flow  occurs  from  the  veins 
to  the  capillaries,  and  so  to  the  obstructed  artezy.    Thus  the  engorge- 
.nent  of  the  vessels  is  not  difficult  to  explain.    The  diapedes.s  .s  to  be 
referred  to  the  fact  that  the  capillaries,  being  deprived  of  blood,  ha^e 
the  integrity  of  their  walls  impaired.    We  have  already  «een  that  passiv^^^ 
hyperemia  produces  diapedesis,  owing  to  interference  wath  the  capillax, 
wall    Much  more  serious  is  the  nutritive  deterioration  m  this  case  and  so 
The  di Wesis  is  very  great,  leading  to  a  marked  infiltration  of  blood 
ZJ^^^s  around.^  The  deprivation  of  fresh  blood  causes  death 
of  the  tissue,  which  here,  as  it  is  an  external  part,  sloughs. 

In  applying  these  facts  to  human  pathology  we  have  to  consider,  in 
the  Laplace:  what  arteries  of  the  body  are  end  arteries  These  are 
^e  renal  and  splenic  arteries  and  their  branches,  the  nutritive  artenes 
ortrbraL,  the  central  retinal  artery,  the  pulmonary  artery  and  its 
brathe  which  we  may  add  the  portal  vein,  as  m  its  relations  an 
end'rtery:    We  have  not,  in  all  of  these,  the  typical  hemorrhagic  in- 
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farction,  iintl  it  is  necessary  to  consider  each  individual  case  separately, 
and  endeavour  to  explain  the  divergencies  Avhich  they  present. 

Embolism  in  the  lungs  frequently  presents  the  most  typical 
hii?niorrhagic  infarction,  hnt  it  has  been  known  since  Virchow's  impor- 
tant researches  that  emliolism  of  the  pulmonary  artery  does  not  always 
lead  to  its  formation.    In  the  same  lung  you  may  have  a  mimber  of 
oljstructed  arteries,  in  connection  with  some  of  which  there  is  the 
hiBmorrhagic  infarction,  while  in  the  case  of  others  it  is  entirely 
absent.    This  apparent  puzzle  is  explained  when  we  come  to  consider 
more  closely  the  relations  of  the  circulation  in  the  lungs.    It  has  already 
been  said  that  it  is  the  circulation  in  the  capillaries  that  is  of  conse- 
quence in  considering  the  results  of  embolism,  and  we  know  that  the 
capillaries  everywhere  anastomose  freely  with  each  other.    It  is  con- 
ceival)le,  therefore,  that  the  anastomosis  of  the  capillaries  might  come 
to  act  like  an  arterial  anastomosis,  and  that  the  circulation  might 
be  maintained  through  the  capillaries.    In  the  lung  the  capillaries  of 
the  pulmonary  artery  are  wider  than  those  of  most  other  parts,  and  so 
the  loss  of  force  by  friction  will  be  less  than  elsewhere.    There  is,  be- 
sides, less  tendency  to  necrosis  of  the  tissue  here,  as  the  connective 
tissue  of  the  lung,  the  bronchi  and  the  larger  vessels,  are  supplied  with 
1)1  ood  by  the  bronchial  arteries.    In  some  cases,  then,  the  circulation  in 
the  capillaries  behind  the  plug  is  sufficient  to  maintain  the  capillary 
wall  and  prevent  the  'formation  of  the  htemorrhagic  infarction,  and, 
indeed,  experiment  seems  to  show  that  in  normal  animals  embolism 
seldom  results  in  the  infarction. 

If  we  consider  the  usual  situations  of  the  hsemorrhagic  infarctions  of 
the  lung  we  shall  olitain  still  clearer  views  on  the  subject.  If  an 
artery  is  obstructed  near  the  root  of  the  lung,  then  the  capillaries  of 
the  piece  of  tissue  concerned  will  be  in  communication  on  all  sides  with 
capillaries  in  which  the  circulation  is  still  active.  The  piece  of  tissue 
is,  as  it  were,  buried  in  the  spongy  lung  substance  whose  capillaries  are 
filled  with  actively  moving  blood.  It  is  not  surprising  that,  in  this 
case,  the  capillary  circulation  in  the  affected  piece  of  tissue,  altliough 
rendered  sluggish,  is  still  maintained ;  the  movements  of  respiration 
.  also  assisting  in  maintaining  the  circulation.  In  accordance  with 
these  considerations  the  haemorrhagic  infarction  seldom  occurs  in 
the  central  parts  of  the  lung.  But  if  the  obstructed  artery  has  a 
l)eripheral  distribution,  if  the  piece  of  tissue  is  covered  on  one  'side 
by  the  pleura,  or  if,  being  situated  at  the  edge  of  the  lung,  it  has 
two  sides  covered  hy  pleura,  or  even,  lieing  at  the  edge  of  a  lobe  as 
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well  as  of  the  lung,  it  has  three  sides  covered  with  pleura,  then  it  will 
be  in  a  much  less  favourable  position.    On  one,  two,  or  three  of  its 
sides  the  capillaries  are  not  in  communication  with  other  capillaries  in 
which  the  circulation  persists.    It  is  not  suq)rising,  therefore,  that  the 
heemorrhagic  infarction  is  nearly  ahvays  peripheral,  and  that  it  fre- 
quently has  its  seat  at  the  edge  of  the  lung,  or  at  the  edge  of  a  lobe. 
The  infarction  is  wedge-shaped,  and  it  is  interesting,  in  relation  to  the 
points  we  are  considering,  to  ol)serve  that  the  phig  is  usually  not 
exactly  at  the  apex  of  the  wedge  but  a  certain  distance  nearer  the 
heart,  so  that  sound  tissue  intervenes  between  the  beginning  of  the 
plug  and  the  infarction.    The  explanation  of  this  is,  that  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  plug,  that  is  to  say,  at  the  apex  of  the  conical  piece  of 
tissue  supphed  by  the  artery,  the  tissue  is  still  surrounded  on  all  sides 
b}-  capillaries  in  which  the  circulation  is  active,  and  for  a  certain  dis- 
tance this  is  sufficient  to  carry  on  the  circulation.    It  may  even  be  said 
that  all  around  the  periphery  of  the  infarction,  so  far  as  it  is  in  connec- 
tion with  lung  tissue,  there  will  be  a  zone  in  which  the  surrounding 
capillaries  keep  up  the  circulation  in  the  affected  capillaries,  and  that 
the  actual  infarction  is  less  in  all  these  directions  than  the  area  of  dis- 
tribution of  the  obstructed  artery. 

It  appears  that  if  the  heart  is  of  normal  strength,  it,  i^dth  the  move- 
ments of  respiration,  is  capable  of  maintaining  the  circulation  in  the 
capillaries  even  when  a  peripheral  branch  is  the  seat  of  embohsm,  and  it 
is  mostly  in  cases  of  weakness  of  the  heart,  or  when  the  pulmonary  cir- 
culation is  already  in  a  state  of  engorgement,  or  where  multiple  embo- 
Hsms  obstruct  numerous  neighbouring  trunks,  that  the  infarction  occurs. 
When  emboHsm  occurs  in  the  pulmonary  artery,  there  will  always  be 
stagnation  of  the  blood,  and  even  if  the  haemorrhagic  infarction  does  not 
form,  there  will  be  great  interference  with  the  circulation. 

In  the  case  of  the  SPLEEN  there  are  no  such  compensating  condi- 
tions as  in  the  lung,  and  here  the  hsemorrhagic  infarction  seems  to  occur 

with  great  uniformity.  « l 

In  the  KIDNEY,  embolism  always  produces  necrosis  of  a  wedge-snapea 
piece  of  tissue,  but  even  in  recent  embohsm  this  is  not  always  engorged 
with  blood.  The  very  wideness  and  freeness  of  commumcation  of  the 
capillaries  in  the  lung  which  so  frequently  prevents  the  formation  of  the 
h^Bmorrhagic  infarction  will  ensure  that  when  it  does  occur  there  will  be- 
a  very  great  engorgement  of  the  vessels  and  abundant  diapedesis.  In 
the  case  of  the  kidney,  the  capiUaries  are  smaller,  and  their  commumca- 
tions  with  the  veins  more  circuitous,  and  so  it  often  happens  that  necrosis 
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occurs  before  the  backward  flow  has  been  estabhshed.  In  that  case  the 
whole  wedge-shaped  piece  of  tissue  coagulates  into  a  solid  mass  (see 
Fig.  8).  This  is  an  instance  of 
the  so-called  coag-ulation  necrosis, 
which  we  shall  have  a  l)etter  op- 
portunity of  studying  afterwards. 
We  may  have,  therefore,  a  hard, 
solid,  whitish  Avedge,  instead  of  a 
hcBmoiThagic  infarction.  A  true 
hiBmorrhagic  infarction  is  some- 
times met  with,  especially  when  a 
small  artery  is  obstructed. 

In  the  case  of  the  BRAIN,  ne- 
crosis of  the  tissue  occurs,  and 
sometimes  so  rapidly  that  the 
capillaries  are  rendered  incapable  '  i  ^„„. 

^  ^  Fig.  S.— Embolic  infarction  of  kidney,  showing 

of  receiving  the  blood  before  the  tlie  wedge-shaped  piece  of  tissue  affected  (after 

backward  flow  from  the  veins  is 

sufficient  to  cause  engorgement.  The  necrosis  here  does  not  result  in 
coagulation  of  the  tissue,  but  in  its  softening,  so  that  as  a  result  of 
eml3olism  of  the  brain  we  have  softening,  which  may,  or  may  not,  be 
accompanied  by  hemorrhage,  but  is  never  associated  with  very  consi- 
derable bleeding.  Embolism  of  the  RETINA  is  similar  to  that  of  the  brain. 

We  have  still  to  consider  the  case  of  the  PORTAL  VEIN,  which,  in  its 
distribution,  is  comparable  to  an  end-artery.  The  conditions  here,  how- 
ever, are  peculiar,  inasmuch  as  the  liver  is  supplied  with  blood  from 
the  hepatic  artery  as  well  as  from  the  portal  vein.  It  has  already  been 
more  than  once  noted  that  it  is  the  condition  of  the  capillaries  which  is 
of  importance  in  relation  to  the  hsemorrhagic  infarction.  A  study  of  the 
circulation  in  the  liver  shows  that  when  the  portal  vein  is  closed,  blood 
still  passes  from  the  hepatic  artery  into  the  hepatic  capillaries.  The 
hepatic  artery  supplies  blood  to  the  connective  tissue,  the  walls  of  the 
ducts  and  larger  blood-vessels  of  the  liver.  The  capillaries  from  these 
are  collected  into  veins  which  open  into  the  interlobular  veins,  which,  of 
course,  are  the  tenninals  of  the  portal  vein.  So  that  when  the  portal 
vein  is  obstructed  the  blood  from  the  hepatic  artery  passes  into  the  inter- 
lobular veins,  thence  into  the  hepatic  capillaries,  and  so  on  into  the 
intralobular  and  hepatic  veins.  The  capillaries  of  the  portal  system  are 
thus  kept  supplied  with  blood,  and  their  nutrition  does  not  suffer.  Ex- 
periment has  even  shown  that  when  the  entire  portal  vein  is  olistructed 
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the  secretion  of  bile  is  not  entirely  at  a  standstill  ;  the  blood  of  the 
hepatic  artery  affording  material  for  a  limited  production. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  haemorrhagic  infarction  forms  in  the  caiie 
of  end-arteries,  but  there  is  an  apparent  exception  to  this  in  the  case  (jf 
the  SUPERIOR  MESENTERIC  ARTERY.    If  the  superior  mesenteric  aitery 
or  one  of  its  larger  branches  be  obstructed,  haemorrhage  occurs  in  the 
intestine  and  mesentery,  and  the  portion  of  gut  suffers  necrosis,  but  it 
is  well  known  that  the  anastomosis  of  the  mesenteric  arteries  is  toler- 
ably free.    The  explanation  of  this  apparent  anomaly  has  been  worked 
out  by  Cohnheim  and  his  pupils  in  a  ver}'  interesting  manner.  As 
a  rule,  it  may  be  said  that  main  stems  have,  in  proportion  to  their  size, 
much  less  considerable  anastomotic  communications  than  the  smaller 
branches.    Thus  the  anastomotic  communications  of  the  iliac  or  femoral 
artery  are  proportionally  much  less  considerable  than  those  of  the  tilnal 
or  of  smaller  arteries  still,  and  the  anastomoses  of  the  superior  mesen- 
teric are  much  less  voluminous  in  proportion  than  those  of  its  branches 
nearer  to  the  gut.    If  the  main  stem  be  obstructed,  therefore,  the 
restoration  of  the  circulation  occurs  much  more  slowly  than  when  a  small 
stem  is  the  seat  of  obstruction.    Another  illustration  of  this  is  afforded 
by  embohsm  of  the  femoral  artery.    The  temperature  falls  rapidly,  the 
limb  is  numb  and  half-paralysed,  and  this  is  doubtless  due  to  insufficient 
supply  of  blood  by  the  artery.    It  takes  some  days  before  the  collateral 
vessels  dilate  sufficiently  to  restore  the  temperature  and  function  of  the 
limb     The  contrast  is  very  great  when  a  small  stem  is  olistructed ;  m 
that  case  comparatively  little  inconvenience  is  suffered,  and  recovery  is 
rapid  unless,  indeed,  several  small  stems  are  simultaneously  affected,  m 
which  case,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  the  results  may  be  very  serious. 
It  is  similar  in  the  case  of  the  superior  mesenteric  and  its  larger 
branches.    Obstruction  here  is  slowly  recovered  from,  and  for  a  time 
the  circulation  is  virtually  at  a  standstill. 

But  here  a  very  important  element  comes  into  consideration,  the 
vessels  of  all  parts  of  the  body  are  not  equally  resistant.  Those  of  the 
skin  and  muscles  (and  here  it  is  of  course  the  capiUaries  and  small  veins 
that  are  concerned)  are  peculiariy  resistant,  and  are  able  to  stand  a 
onsiderably  prolonged  deprivation  of  blood.  It  is  different  with  those 
of  the  intestiies.  In  order  to-  test  the  vulnerability  of  the  vessels  of  the 
intestine,  the  following  experiment  was  made.  A  hgature  was  tied  oii 
the  superior  mesenteric  artery,  and  the  precaution  was  taken  of  tying 
over  leather,  so  that  it  might  not  destroy  the  vessel,  and  thus  achnit  o 
its  being  subsequently  unloosed.    It  was  found  that  if  after  two  to  t.o 


.EMBOLISM. 


41 


^uul  a  half  hours  the  ligature  was  untied,  hemorrhage  occurred  from  the 
c-ipillaries     The  meaning  of  this  is  that  within  this  period  the  depriva- 
tion of  blood  so  seriously  disorganizes  the  capillaries  that  they  are  no 
lon^^er  able  to  prevent  the  escape  of  blood  at  the  normal  pressure  A 
much  longer  time  is  required  in  order  to  the  occurrence  of  haemorrhage 
ut  the  pressure  of  the  venous  blood  ;  a  period  of  ten  to  twelve  hours  is 
needed     But  it  was  found  that  for  the  estabhshment  of  the  collateral 
drculation  a  period  exceeding  even  this  was  required,  namely  fourteen 
hours.    Accordingly,  before  the  anastomosis  can  be  established,  the 
backward  flow  from  the  veins  has  already  begun,  and  even  the  dia- 
pedesis     The  re-estabhshment  of  the  circulation  even  increases  the 
tendencv  to  haemorrhage,  as  it  subjects  the  blood  to  a  higher  pres- 
sure than  that  of  the  venous  blood.    The  experiments  referred  to 
showed  that  when  the  superior  mesenteric  artery  is  obstructed  the 
htemorrhagic  infarction  forms  with  a  backward  flow  from  the  veins  just 
as  in  other  cases. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  arteries  possessing  free  anastomoses 
MAY  be  reduced  TO  THE  CONDITION  OF  END-ARTERIES  if  their  anas- 
tomoses are  no  longer  available.  If,  as  sometimes  happens,  an  embolus 
passing  to  the  leg  breaks  up,  say,  by  being  propelled  against  a  bifurca- 
tion, and  is  scattered  to  a  number  of  stems  simultaneously,  then 
the  circulation  will  be  re-established  very  slowly  or  not  at  all,  and 
necrosis  is  liable  to  occur,  especially  if  the  circulation  is  already  feeble. 
Thus,  we  may  have  gangrene  of  the  toes  occurring  in  this  way.  It 
is  to  be  added  that  in  old  people  obstruction  of  a  number  of  arteries 
sometimes  occurs  from  thromlwsis  as  a  result  of  atheroma,  and  this 
may  likewise  lead  to  necrosis. 

Hitherto  we  have  considered  only  the  more  immediate  results  of  em- 
Ijohsm  in  end-arteries,  we  have  still  to  pass  under  review  the  FURTHER 
CONSEQUENCES.  We  have  seen  that  the  regular  result  is  necrosis  of  the 
piece  of  tissue  concerned  with  or  without  the  occurrence  of  haemorrhage. 
In  the  case  of  the  lungs  there  is  a  doulitful  exception  to  the  uniform 
uecrosis  of  the  piece  of  tissue.  The  lung  tissue  is  nourished  to  a  great 
.extent  by  the  bronchial  artery,  and  obstruction  of  a  branch  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  will  not  interfere  with  the  nutrition  of  the  connective 
tissue  stroma  and  the  bronchi,  and  it  is  probable  that  only  a  partial 
necrosis  occurs.  The  air  vesicles,  however,  are  nourished  by  the 
capillaries  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that,  for 
the  most  part,  these  at  least  will  onther  necrose  or  atrophy.     As  a 
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matter  of  fact  the  whole  infarction  often  undergoes  necrosis,  and  in 
cases  of  haeniorrhagic  infarction  of  the  lung  which  recover,  symptoms 
like  those  of  phthisis  sometimes  develop,  and  lung  tissue  has  been 
known  to  be  spit  up.  As  the  necrosed  lung  tissue  is  disposed  of,  a 
cicatrix  will  take  its  place.  In  the  case  of  the  spleen  and  kidney,  the 
solid  infarctions  are  gradually  absorbed  (see  Fig.  9)  like  foreign  animal 


Pig  [1.— Infarction  of  kidney  undergoing  absorption.    The  infarction  is  wMte  and 
depressed  below  the  level  while  the  tissue  is  puckered  around  it  (after  Raykr). 

matter  in  the  hving  body  generally,  a  prehminary  decolorisation  first 
occurring.  Their  place  is  taken  by  cicatrices  in  the  midst  of  which, 
even  at  a  late  date,  httle  pieces  of  solid  cheesy-looking  material  may 
often  be  seen.  The  softened  brain  tissue  is  also  absorbed,  and  a 
cicatrix  or  a  cyst  takes  its  place.  So  is  it  with  the  retina,  the  piece  of 
tissue  is  lost  and  absorbed.  In  the  case  of  the  superior  mesenteric 
artery,  the  slough  of  the  bowel  and  hsemorrhage  lead  on  mostly  to  a 
fatal  result,  but  cases  do  occur  in  which,  after  the  separation  of  a 
slough,  an  ulcer  is  left  which  may  ultimately  cicatrize. 

We  have  still  to  consider  two  rarer  forms  of  embohsm,  namely,  by 
OIL  and  by  air.    Oil  or  fluid  fat  not  unfrequently  gets  into  the  blood- 
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vessels  It  does  so  where,  by  fracture  of  a  bone  or  injury  to  the  sub- 
cutaneous adipose  tissue,  the  fat  cells  in  the  bone  marrow,  or  adipose 
tissue  are  broken  up  so  as  to  set  free  the  oil,  and,  at  the  same  tmie, 
the  vessels  and  especially  the  veins  are  laid  open  so  as  to  absorb  the 
oil.    Oil  also  occurs  in  the  blood  in  cases  of- diabetes,  and,  as  in  Fig.  10, 


Fig  10  — OU  emboUsm  of  lung.  The  fat  is  seen  in  larger  and  smaUer  drops  in  branches 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  (aa)  as  well  as  in  the  capillaries.  From  an  osmic  acid  prepara- 
tion (Sanders  and  Hamilton). 

may  produce  embolism.  The  oil  is  carried,  of  course,  to  the  right 
heart,  and  on  into  the  lungs  where  it  sticks  in  the  capillaries  and  the 
smallest  arteries.  If  the  capillaries  are  obstructed  at  considerable 
intervals  then  no  evil  results,  the  anastomosis  being  so  free  that  no 
serious  disturbance  occurs,  and  the  oil  itself  does  not  irritate.  But,  if 
a  considerable  number  of  small  arteries  near  each  other  be  obstructed 
or  even  a  large  number  of  capillaries,  we  may  have  a  condition  resem- 
l)Hng  the  hemorrhagic  infarction.  It  has  been  found  on  experiment 
that  abundant  fat  embolisms  in  the  ear  of  a  rabbit,  by  oljstructing  numer- 
ous capillaries,  may  lead  to  necrosis.    In  some  cases  the  oil  may,  to 
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some  extent,  pass  through  the  hing  capillaries,  and  it  is  found  mostly 
in  the  Malpighian  tufts  of  the  kidney,  one  or  two  loops  being  here  and 
there  filled.  There  are  a  few  rare  cases  on  record  in  which  extensive 
embolism  has  occurred  in  the  smallest  vessels  of  the  brain,  conjuncti\'a, 
skin,  muscles,  heart,  intestines,  liver,  and  kidneys,  and  has  apparently 
been  the  cause  of  death. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  admission  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  aii- 
into  veins  near  the  heart  often  leads  to  a  fatal  result,  and  some  ha\^e 
supposed  that  embolism  in  the  lungs  is  the  cause.  It  need  hardly  he 
said  that,  as  the  pressui-e  in  the  veins  near  the  heart  is  very  low,  and 
there  is  even  a  degree  of  suction  during  inspiration,  there  is  great 
danger  in  opening  such  a  vein  as  the  jugular.  In  regard  to  the  cause 
of  death  in  these  cases  it  is  important  to  notice  that  a  repeated  admis- 
sion of  small  quantities  of  air  does  not  produce  serious  results,  whereas 
a  single  large  admission  is  rapidly  fatal.  This  hardly  looks  as  if 
embolism  were  the  cause,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  air  is  found  after 
death  mainly  in  the  right  auricle  and  ventricle,  which  are  usually 
enormously  dilated.  The  fact  seems  to  be  that  the  right  ventricle,  in 
contracting,  merely  squeezes  together  the  elastic  air  Avhich  again  ex- 
pands during  the  diastole.  The  force  of  the  heart  is  thus  fruitlesslj- 
expended  and  the  blood  is  not  sent  into  the  pulmonary  artery.  More- 
over, the  over-distension  of  the  right  auricle  Avith  air  prevents  the 
admission  of  blood  from  the  venae  cavse.  Thus  the  circulation  is  at  a 
standstill  and  death  results. 

HAEMORRHAGE. 

This  is  the  escape  of  blood  from  the  living  vessels  or  the  heart.  It 
may  take  place  in  minute  drops,  perhaps  frequently  repeated,  or  in 
larger  quantities.  The  blood  may  pass  outside  the  body  or  make  a  place 
for  itself  and  form  an  extravasation  inside  the  body,  or  it  may  infiltrate 
the  tissues  over  a  considerable  area,  forming  an  ecchymosis. 

From  what  has  gone  before  it  will  be  understood  that  there  are  two 
forms  of  hgemorrhage  which  should  be  kept  apart,  namely  that  by  rupture 
OF  VESSELS  and  that  by  diapedesis.  The  former  may  effect  any  size  or 
kind  of  vessel,  and  when  it  occurs  there  will  be  an  escape  of  the  whole 
blood.  The  latter  occurs  only  in  the  finest  vessels,  mainly  the  capillar^ 
ies,  and  it  is  chiefly  the  red  corpuscles  which  escape,  and  with  them,  of 
course,  some  fiuid,  but  the  fluid  has  not  the  constitution  of  the  entire 
l)lood-plasma.    These  two  forms  of  heemorrhage  are  different  not  only 
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in  kind  but  in  the  CAUSES  which  lead  to  them,  and  yet  na  some  cases  at 
mav  be  difficult  to  determine  which  is  the  form  present. 

Takin.  first  the  case  of  haemorrhage  by  rupture,  xt  is  most  obviously 
produced^y  some  agent  acting  on  the  vessel  from  without,  as  m  the 
cL       a  wound  by  a  weapon  or  a  piece  of  broken  bone,  etc.    Then  also 
"eration  may  cause  penetration  of  a  vessel.     Disease  of  the  walls  of 
vessels  or  of  the  heart,  may  lead  to  rupture,  as  aneurism,  atheroma,  varix. 
It  may' here  be  said  that  new-formed  vessels,  whether  m  inhammations, 
or  in  tumours,  are  peculiarly  prone  to  rupture,  presumably  from  the 
thinness  of  their  walls.    There  are  further  some  cases  of  haemorrhage  m 
which  we  have  to  assume  some  change  in  the  vessels  arising  from  an 
altered  condition  of  the  blood,  as  the  cause  of  haemorrhage  and  m  most  of 
these  cases  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  hemorrhage  takes  place  by  rupture 
or  by  diapedesis.    In  scurvy  there  is  a  deterioration  of  the  blood  which 
presumably  has  a  direct  effect  on  the  structures  comprising  the  vessel-wa  1. 
The  hemorrhage  here  is  probably  by  rupture,  judging  from  the  rapidity 
with  which  sometimes  large  extravasations  occur,  but  it  is  not  impossi- 
ble that  it  may  be  by  diapedesis.    In  purpura  hemorrhagica  (or  morbus 
maculosus  Werlhofii)  there  is  also  hemorrhage  traceable  to  weakening  ot 
the  walls  of  the  vessels  from  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  blood. 
In  anemias  and  leukemia,  hemorrhages  are  very  frequent,  and  doubt- 
less the  altered  constitution  of  the  blood  has  to  do  with  it.    In  these 
the  hemorrhage  is  probably  l)y  diapedesis.    Alteration  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  blood  is  also  frequently  a  cause  of  hemorrhage  in  the  acute 
specific  fevers.    The  petechie  of  typhus,  and  the  frequent  hemorrhages 
in  small-pox  are  examples,  the  latter  being  often  so  marked  as  to 
warrant  Some  cases  being  called  hemorrhagic  small-pox. 

In  the  hemorrhagic  diathesis  there  is  a  peculiar  fragility  of  the  walls 
of  the  vessels,  and  this  is  doubtless  congenital  and  often  inherited.  In 
such  persons  a  slight  injury  produces  rupture,  and  there  is  difficulty  in 
getting  the  hemori'hage  stopped.  Even  a  temporary  excess  of  pressure 
in  the  vessels  may  lead  to  hemorrhage  in  these  cases. 

In  poisoning  by  phosphorus  the  vessels  become  fatty,,  and  there 
is  a  tendency  to  hemorrhage,  but  whether  by  rupture  or  by  diapedesis 
,is  unknown. 

Of  hemorrhages  undoul)tedly  l)y  diapedesis  we  have  already  con- 
sidered two  good  examples,  in  passive  hyperemia  and  the  hemorrhagic 
infarction.  In  inflammation  also  there  is  escape  of  the  blood  corpuscles 
})y  the  same  method. 

We  have  next  to  consider  the  stoppage  of  H/EMORRHAGE,  and  in 
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regard  to  diapedesis  it  is  clear  that  it  will  cease  when  its  cause  ceases  to 
act.  There  is  in  this  case  no  rupture  of  the  vessel,  and  so  soon  as 
circumstances  restore  the  vessel  to  its  normal  state  of  impermeability  to 
the  blood  corpuscles  the  haemorrhage  will  cease.  In  the  case  of  hte- 
morrhage  hy  rupture,  the  problem  is  more  complicated,  and  various 
elements  enter  into  it.  It  is  well-known  that  such  hemorrhages  tend 
to  cease  spontaneously,  and  we  have  now  to  see  how  that  result  comes 
about. 

The  direct  means  of  stoppage  is  COAGULATION  OF  BLOOD,  so  that  a 
thrombus  obstructs  the  orifice.  The  thrombus  may  form  at  the  rup- 
tured edges,  or  the  blood  may  coagulate  outside  the  vessel,  and  the 
coagulum  by  successive  deposition,  grow  in.  The  actual  thrombus,  as 
it  is  formed  by  fio^ving  blood,  will  be  a  white  or  mixed  one.  The 
stilling  of  the  haemorrhage  being  directly  the  result  of  thrombosis,  it  is  to 
be  added  that  various  circumstances  favour  the  formation  of  the 
thrombus,  and  aid  in  preventing  its  displacement.  These  circumstances 
are  for  the  most  part  the  direct  results  of  the  haemorrhage  itself.  In 
the  first  place  as  a  haemorrhage  proceeds  the  white  corpuscles  become 
proportionately  excessive,  and  this  is  itself  favourable  to  the  formation 
of  thrombi.  In  the  case  of  an  artery  again,  the  narroAving  of  the 
ruptured  orifice  by  contraction  of  the  muscular  coat  favours  the  stilling  of 
the  haemorrhage,  and  so  does  its  retraction  within  its  sheath,  thus 
leaving  a  space  in  which  a  clot  has  room  to  form.  This  conl/action  of 
the  muscular  coat  is  brought  about  in  the  first  instance  by  the  stimulus 
of  the  agent  which  caused  the  rupture,  and  it  will  be  kept  up  by  the 
irritation  of  the  blood  on  the  exposed  and  torn  structures.  Then  the 
bleeding  as  it  progresses  Jeads  to  anaemia,  and  this  in  two  different 
ways  assists  in  stilling  the  haemorrhage.  It  causes  weakness  of  the 
heart,  and  so  the  arterial  pressure  is  reduced  and  the  thrombus  is  not 
so  liable  to  be  washed  away.  It  also  produces  irritation  of  the  vaso- 
motor centre  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  this  leads  to  contraction  of 
the  finer  arteries  throughout  the  body.  It  is  clear  that  in  the  case  of  an 
artery  a  longitudinal  wound  will  be  more  difficult  to  close  than  a  trans- 
verse one,  as  the  contraction  of  the  muscular  fibre  will  only  make  it 
gape  further.  On  this  account  it  is  customary  when  bleeding  is  serious 
from  an  artery  thus  wounded,  to  cut  it  right  across  in  order  to  still  the 
haemorrhage. 

We  have  now  to  study  the  further  history  of  the  blood  which 
HAS  ESCAPED.  Blood  which  has  escaped  by  diapedesis  is  mostly 
carried  off  by  the  lymphatics,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  to  some  extent 
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it  may  also  undergo  partial  transformations  such  as  will  be  described 
immediately,  and  which  result  in  pigmentation.  _ 

In  the  case  of  haemorrhage  by  rupture  the  blood  is  sometimes  entirely 
absorbed,  and  that  with  considerable  rapidity,  especially  when  it  is  in- 
filtrated into  the  tissues  where  it  occupies  the  serous  and  lymphatic 
spaces,  as  in  ecchymoses.  In  the  case  of  larger  hemorrhages  the  blood 
either  accumulates  in  an  existing  cavity,  or  by  tearing  makes  a  cavity 
for  itself.  It  may  remain  for  some  time  as  an  independent  mass, 
forming  a  kind  of  permanent  tumour,  the  haematoma,  which  is  specially 
considered  below.  The  blood  may  remain  for  some  time  fluid,  but 
usually  it  coagulates  by  and  by.  .  . 

After  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time  the  blood  is  disposed  of,  and 
we  have  now  to  consider  the  manner  of  its  disposal.    It  is  easy  to 
understand  how  the  fibrine  is  dealt  with,  it  disintegrates,  and  is 
through  time  absorbed.    The  red  corpuscles  undergo  more  considerable 
changes,  and  their  history  we  have  to  trace.    The  colouring  matter  is 
frequently  dissolved  out  of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  in  solution  it  is 
largely  absorbed.    The  solution  may  stain  the  intercellular  substance  of 
the*  tissues,  and  possibly  may  lead  to  a  more  or  less  permanent  pigmen- 
tation of  them.    In  true  pigmentations,  however,  the  colouring  matter 
is  in  cells,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  living  cells  are  capable  of  being 
simply  stained  by  a  solution  of  colouring  matter.    The  peculiar  bright 
red  colour  which  one  sees  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  hsemorrhage  in  the 
brain,  or  the  various  colours  seen  in  the  skin  after  an  effusion  of  blood 
into  it,  are  due  to  staining  of  the  tissues  with  the  dissolved  colouring 
matter  of  the  blood,  but  neither 
of  these  is  permanent.    The  col-  | 
ouring  matter  after  being  dis- 
solved  out  of  the  corpuscles  is   ^  ^ 


often,  after  a  time,  deposited  in  ^ 

the  solid   form,   appearing   as  ^  ^      ^  . 
crystals  of  hsematoidin  (see  Fig.  ^  ^ 

11),  or  as  granules.  iHfe 

Again,  the  red  blood  corpus-  "        ^  ,      ^  . 

"      '  ^  Pig  11  —Crystals  of  hsematoidm  from  an  old 

cles  may  be  taken  into  the  sub-   hsemorrhage  in  the  brain.    Their  colour  is  reddish 

stance  of  other  cells,  and  so  dis-  ^  "  ' 

posed  of.  The  effused  blood  acts  as  an  irritant  in  the  tissues, 
producing  inflammation  around,  and  numbers  of  leucocytes  collect 
in  the  neighbourhood.  These  take  into  their  substance  red  cor- 
puscles, thus  becoming  blood-corpuscle-holding   cells  (see   Fig.  13), 
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concerning  which  much  has  been  written.  The  leucocytes,  as  shown  in 
the  figure,  may  take  up  several  red  corpuscles,  and  of  course  the}' 


Pig.  13. —Cells  containing  blood  coi-pus- 
doK  from  the  neiglibourliood  of  a  hsemor- 
rliage  :  a,  with  fresh  coi-puscles  ;  b,  with 
dark  gi-anules  from  disintegration  of  red 
.  „  corpuscles. 
Kig.  12. — Crystals  of  hsemin  prepai-ed  artificially 
by  adding  glacial  acetic  acid  to  a  drop  of  blood,  heat- 
ing and  evaporating  to  dryness,    x  350. 

become  greatly  enlarged.  Besides  that,  the  giant-cells  which  we  shall 
afterwards  refer  to  in  connection  with  inflammation,  may  take  up  red 
corpuscles.  These  cells  pass  in  part  into  the  lymphatics,  and  the  red 
corpuscles  are  thus  absorbed.  But  it  appears  that  "jd  some  extent 
they  remain  permanently,  or  else  that  the  red  corpuscles  are  taken  up 
also  by  the  fixed  connective  tissue  cells,  and  so  a  tru6  pigmentation  is 
brought  about.  In  either  case  the  red  corpuscles  wdthin  the  cells  shrink 
into  reddish-brown  irregularly  shaped  bodies  (see  Fig.  13,  b),  which  he 
in  the  substance  of  the  cell.  Subsequently  the  pigment  may  break  u]) 
and  be  dissolved  out  of  the  cell,  and  so  the  colouration  mil  disappear. 
In  the  case  of  diapedesis  a  similar  process  of  pigmentation  may  occur  liy 
the  red  corpuscles  being  taken  up  by  cells. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  the  Idood  acts  as  a  foreign  body,  and 
leads  to  inflammation  around  it.  This  inflammation  sometimes  leads  to 
what  is  called  the  organization  of  the  blood  clot.  In  this  case  the  pro- 
cess is  very  similar  to  that  already  referred  to  in  the  organization  of  the 
thrombus,  and  the  result  is  usually  the  formation  of  a  cicatrix.  Some- 
times a  process  in  some  respects  similar  to  the  formation  of  the 
cavernous  tissue  in  place  of  a  thrombus  occurs,  but  instead  of  the  meshc- 
l^eing  fiUed  with  blood  they  are  filled  with  serous  fluid.  Thus  m  the 
case  of  a  hemorrhage  in  the  substance  of  the  brain  the  new-formed 
connective  tissue  which  replaces  the  ettused  blood,  is  unable,  from  the 
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brittle  nature  of  the  brain  tissue,  to  form  a  cicatrix  hy  its  contraction. 
Instead  of  that,  by  its  contraction  it  leaves  spaces  which  are  filled  with 
serous  fluid,  and  so  we  have  the  apoplectic  cyst. 

An  old  clot  which  is  not  in  a  position  to  be  readily  disposed  of  in 
any  of  the  ways  described  may  dry  in  and  finally  become  impregnated 
with  lime  salts.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  when  exposed  to  septic  in- 
rtuences,  aclotis  liable— perhaps  very  Hable— to  undergo  decomposition. 

Blood  which  has  been  effiised  occasionally  takes  up  a  somewhat 
permanent  position  in  the  body,  and  when  masses  of  blood  thus  remain 
for  a  time  they  may  assume  the  appearance  of  TUMOURS.  Some- 
times a  class  of  blood-tumours  is  distinguished  under  the  name  Hema- 
toma, although  they  do  not  come  under  the  strict  definition  of 
tumours.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  enumerate  the  various  conditions  to 
which  this  name  is  given. 

The  CEPHALHEMATOMA  is  a  condition  sometimes  met  with  in  the 
child  immediately  after  birth,  and  produced  during  delivery.  In  the 
act  of  dehvery  the  pericraniimi  is  separated  from  the  surface  of  the 
skull  and  vessels  are  ruptured.  Blood  collects  between  the  pericraniuni 
and  the  skull,  and  is  apt  to  remain  long  there,  retaining  its  fluidity  for 
an  unusual  time.  The  raised  pericranium  produces  new-bone  and  at 
first  chiefiy  at  its  margins.  There  is  thus  a  shell  of  new-bone  in  the 
shape  of  a  ring  covering  in  the  edges  of  the  collection  of  blood.  This 
produces  the  peculiar  character  that  when  the  prominence  is  handled 
the  impression  is  as  if  there  were  a  gap  in  the  skull.  The  shell  of  new- 
l)one  is  continuous  with  the  cranium,  and  as  the  fingers  pass  inwards 
they  suddenly  dip  into  the  gap,  and  it  feels  as  if  they  dipped  into  the 
soft  brain  substance.  In  some  cases  there  is  also  haemorrhage  inside 
the  skull. 

The  Othsematoma  or  HEMATOMA  AURICULARE  or  insane  ear  is  a 
condition  in  some  respects  comparable  to  the  last-mentioned.  In  it  the 
perichondrium  is  raised  from  the  cartilage  of  the  ear,  sometimes  bring- 
ing Uttle  bits  of  cartilage  with  it,  and  blood  collects  between  cartil- 
age and  perichondrium.  This  occurs  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the 
concha,  and  the  result  is  that  the  hollows  are  filled  up  and  become 
prominences.  It  appears  to  be  sometimes  produced  by  violence  such  as 
blows,  but  only  in  persons  predisposed  to  it.  It  is  met  with  almost 
alone  in  insane  persons,  and  chiefly  those  suffering  from  general 
paralysis.  As  the  blood  is  absorbed  the  ear  does  not  recover,  but 
shrivels  up  with  great  consequent  deformity. 

D 
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The  HiEMATOMA  OF  THE  DURA  MATER  is  also  of  most  frequent 
occurrence  in  insane  persons,  though  by  no  means  confined  to  them.  In 
persons  dying  with  apoplectic  symptoms  there  is  sometimes  found  a  flat 
layer  of  blood  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  dura  mater,  in  some  cases 
an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  thick.  On  careful  examination  there  is  a 
thin  false  membrane  on  the  surface  of  the  clot,  and  the  disease  is  usually 
the  result  of  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater,  pachymeningitis 
chronica  haemori'hagica. 

The  HEMATOMA  OF  THE  HEART  is  an  interesting  form.  It  some- 
times happens  that  large  masses  of  fibrine  are  deposited  on  the  valves 
or  elsewhere,  and  these  may  come  to  form  permanent  projections.  In 
one  case  met  with  by  the  author  there  were  immense  festoons  hanging 
from  the  mitral  valve  and  filling  the  greatly  enlarged  left  ventricle.  In 
some  parts  there  was  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  hard  dry  clot,  but  no 
proper  organization  had  occurred. 

The  UTERINE  HEMATOMA  is  a  polypoid  mass  of  blood,  coagulation 
having  occurred  on  a  placental  surface  or  retained  placenta.  It  is 
sometimes  called  the  fibrinous  polypus.  It  projects  into  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  and  may  simulate  a  polypoid  myoma. 

Blood  may  collect  in  the  peritoneal  pouch  1  -hind  the  uterus,  forming 
a  kind  of  retro-uterine  hematoma. 
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In  order  to  understand  these  conditions  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to 
certain  points  in  the  normal  relations  of  the  lymphatic  circulation. 
The  connective  tissue  throughout  the  body  is  as  it  were  permeated  with 
spaces  of  various  shapes  in  which  the  connective  tissue  corpuscles  he 
These  lacunae  or  serous  spaces  are  hned  with  endothelium  like  the  blood 
and  lymphatic  vessels  themselves.    The  serous  spaces  are  provided  (as 
shown  in  Fig  14)  with  numerous  anastomosing  processes,  and  they  com- 
municate on  the  one  hand  .vith  the  interior  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  on 
the  other  with  the  lymphatics.    Arnold  and  others  (see  Fig.  lo)  have 
succeeded  in  injecting  the  serous  spaces  from  the  blood-vessels,  especi- 
ally when,  as  in  passive  hyperemia,  the  channels  of  commumcation 
between  blood-vessels  and  spaces  have  been  widened.    We  are  to  sup- 
pose that  a  circulation  is  continually  proceeding  from  the  capil  aiy 
blood-vessels  into  these  spaces,  and  so  into  the  capillary  lymphatics. 
The  serous  cavities  of  the  body  are  to  be  regarded  as  lai-g-e  serous  spaces. 
They  also  are  hned  with  endothelium,  and  are  continuous  with  the 
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lymphatic  capillaries.  The  serous  spaces,  therefore,  and  the  serous 
cavities,  are  virtually  the  same  in  nature,  and  their  pathology  is  similar. 


Fig.  14.— Serous  spaces  (cc)  and  lymphatic  capillai-ies  (dd)  in  pleural  surface  of  dia- 
phragm in  preparation  treated  with  nitrate  of  silver.  The  connection  of  the  branched 
spaces  with  the  commencing  lymphatic  vessels  is  shown.  (Becklinohausen.) 


(Edema  is  over-filling  of  the  serous  spaces  with  fluid,  dropsy  is  over- 
filling of  the  serous  cavities,  and  so  the  two  conditions  are  virtually 
identical. 

Anything  which  causes  an  excess  of  fluid  in  these  spaces  or  cavities 
will  produce  oedema  or  dropsy,  and  the  first  condition  which  suggests 
itself  is  obstruction  of  the  lymphatics.  The  force  which  carries  on  the 
lymphatic  circulation  is  largely  the  blood-pressure  propagated  from  the 
capillaries,  and  it  may  be  expected  that  OBSTRUCTION  TO  A  lymphatic 
STEM  would  produce  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  spaces.  But  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  serous  spaces  are  in  as  close  relation  to  the  blood 
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capillaries  as  they  are  to  the  lymph  capillaries,  and  any  obstruction  to 
the  lymphatics  will  prohahly  ha\'e  the  cflFect  of  causing  the  transuded 


pi„  13  -CapilUiry  bloud- vessels,  serous  si'Ves  iiud  capillary  Ijinphatics  of  the 
froK's  swimming  web,  filled  with  (blue)  injection  material  thi-owii  into  the  blood- 
vessPls  (The  black  branched  bodies  are  the  normal  pigment  cells.)  a  o,  Capil- 
kirv  blood-vessels  filled  with  injection  material,  b,  6  Lymphatic  capiUanas  also 
injected  but  less  full  than  the  blood  capillaries,  c,  berous  spaces  injected  fi-om 
the  blood-vessels.  The  injection  was  made  after  passive  hyiierajmia  had  been  pro- 
duced by  ligaturing  the  vein.    (Arnold.)    x  250. 

riirid  to  return  to  the  blood  capillaries.    The  fluid  flows  from  the  blood- 
vessels because  the  pressure  is  higher  in  them  than  in  the  lymphatics. 
hU  an  obstruction  in  the  lymphatics  mil  tend  to  equalize  the  pressure, 
and  so  prevent  further  transudation.    At  any  rate,  experiment  has 
shown  that  the  whole  lymphatics  of  a  limb  may  be  ligatured,  or,  what 
is  equal  to  that,  the  entire  lymphatic  glands  excised  without  producing 
ffidema     The  blood-vessels  take  up  the  functions  till  new  lymphatic 
channels  are  formed.    Even  when  the  thoracic  duct  is  obstructed  there 
is  not  necessarily  any  oedema  or  dropsy.    It  is  true  that  obstruction  of 
the  thoracic  duct  sometimes  leads  to  distension,  especially  of  the  chyle 
vessels,  and  even  the  bursting  of  them  so  as  to  lead  to  a  chylous  ascites. 
It  may  even  lead  to  an  ordinary  ascites.    So  far  as  human  pathology  is 
concerned,  however,  it  must  be  exceedingly  rare  to  find  obstruction  o 
the  thoracic  duct  apart  from  other  conditions  which  more  directly  lead 
to  dropsy.    AVe  may  say  at  least  that,  with  this  possible  exception, 
obstruction  of  lymphatics  does  not  of  itself  lead  to  «dema,  or  dropsy, 
although  it  is  clear  that  it  may  aggravate  an  oedema  whose  cause  is  to 
be  found  in  some  other  condition. 
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Lookincr  to  these  facts  it  may  be  said  that  the  conditions  which  lead  to 
oedema  and  drops^'  do  so  hy  causing  INCREASED  TRANSUDATION  FROM 
THE  cu>iLL4R[ES  into  the  serous  spaces.  A  considerable  increase  may 
be  compensated  by  the  lymphatics  and  the  blood-vessels  carrying  off  an 
additional  quantity  of  fluid,  but  when  the  limits  of  this  are  passed  the 
fluid  .vill  accumulate  in  the  spaces  and  distend  them,  ,  thus  giving  rise  to 

oedema  or  dropsy. 

The  most  obvious  cause  of  increased  transudation  is  VENOUS  HYPER- 
EMIA.   Here  there  is  increased  pressure  in  the  capillaries  and  veins, 
and  a  greatly  increased  transudation.    From  what  has  gone  before,  it 
will  appear  prol)able  that  here  the  increase  of  pressure  is  not  the  only 
element  in  the  case.    The  circumstances  of  the  capillary  wall  are  altered 
in  such  a  way  that  we  may  presume  that  it  is  rendered  abnormally  per- 
meable.   This  view  appears  more  probable  when  we  find  that  active 
hyperemia  does  not,  if  uncomplicated,  produce  oedema.    In  arterial 
hypera;mia,  it  is  true,  the  blood-pressure  is  not  so  much  raised  in  the 
capillaries  as  it  is  in  the  venous  form  ;  still  it  is  raised,  but  the  transu- 
dation is  never  so  much  increased  as  to  produce  oedema,  unless  there  is 
an  inflammatory  element  in  the  case.    In  passive  hypersemia  the  fluid 
exuded  will  be  a  watery  serum,  and  as  there  is  diapedesis  it  will 
contain  red  corpuscles  in  considerable  numbers.    The  red  corpuscles 
Avill  be  taken  up  by  the  leucocytes  as  already  described,  and  carried  to 
the  lymphatic  glands  where  they  will  disintegrate.    It  should  be  added 
that  it  requires  considerable  increase  of  pressure  in  the  capillaries  to 
produce  an  oedema  by  passive  hypersemia  when  acting  alone.    It  has 
even  been  stated  that  a  simple  passive  hyperaemia,  apart  from  vaso- 
motor paralysis  (producing  also  active  hyperemia),  does  not  lead  to 
ojdema.    It  has  been  shown  that  if  the  iliac  vein  of  a  dog  be  ligatured 
there  is  no  oedema  till  the  sciatic  nerve  is  cut.    The  explanation  of  this, 
however,  may  be  that  this  vein  has  such  free  anastomoses  that  its  ligature 
does  not  raise  the  blood-pressure  sufficiently  to  induce  oedema,  whereas 
a  coincident  vaso-motor  pai'alysis  producing  dilatation  of  the  arteries 
raises  the  blood-pressure  sufficiently.     Experiment  proves  that  if  a 
sufficient  number  of  veins  be  obstructed  oedema  will  result  without  vaso- 
motor paralysis.    Sotnitchewsky,  T)y  introducing  plaster  of  Paris  into  a 
peripheral  vein  of  the  leg  of  a  dog  while  the  thigh  was  constricted  by  an 
elastic  band,  succeeded  in  obstructing  a  number  of  veins  by  the  gypsum 
hardening  in  them.    In  this  case  fBdema  folloAved  without  the  induction 
of  vaso-motor  paralysis.    In  passive  hypera^mia  from  thrombosis  of  veins 
there  are  usually  many  veins  obstructed  before  oedema  occurs.    In  the 
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case  of  passive  hyperemia  from  heart-disease  it  may  well  be  supposed 
that  the  prolonged  venous  engoi'gement  will  produce  a  more  than  usual 
deterioration  of  the  capillary  wall,  besides  a  depreciation  of  the  blood 
itself. 

We  now  come  to  a  question  which  is  not  so  easy  of  answer  as  that 
we  have  just  been  discussing.  It  has  been  customary  to  say  that  a 
watery  state  of  the  blood,  a  hydremia  may  induce  cedema,  and  the 
case  of  the  so-called  cachectic  cedemas  is  cited.  This,  however,  has 
been  rendered  doubtful  by  a  series  of  experiments  by  Cohnheim  and  his 
assistants.  A  simple  hydrsemia,  induced  in  a  dog  or  other  animal  by 
repeated  blood-lettings  and  the  replacement  of  the  blood  withdrawn  by 
a  solution  of  common  salt,  does  not  lead  to  oedema.  On  the  other  hand 
it  may  well  happen  that  a  prolonged  hydrsemia  as  opposed  to  this  more 
acute  form,  such  as  we  meet  with  in  cases  of  chronic  emaciating  disease, 
may  so  depreciate  the  capillary  wall  as  to  give  rise  to  oedema  under 
comparatively  trivial  circumstances.  In  such  persons  the  heart  is  weak, 
and  the  blood  has  a  tendency  to  stagnate  in  depending  parts,  as  has 
already  been  described,  and  this  comparatively  slight  increase  in  pressure 
may  induce  the  occurrence  of  cedema. 

Next  we   have   the  frequent  cedeinia  of   the  skin  in  Bright's 
DISEASE  to  account  for.    There  is  undoubtedly  here  in  many  cases  a 
hydrgemia,  induced  in  two  different  ways.    There  is  the  loss  of  albumen, 
which  renders  the  blood  directly  more  watery    But  in  many  cases  there 
is  also  an  abnormal  retention  of  the  water  in  the  blood.    In  acute 
Bright's  disease,  especially,  there  is  great  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
urine  secreted,  and  this  implies  an  increase  in  the  water  of  the  blood. 
It  is  in  these  cases,  it  will  be  observed,  that  the  occurrence  of  oedema  is 
most  frequent.    These  facts  naturally  suggest  that  if  the  (edema  in 
Bright's  disease  is  not  due  simply  to  the  hydrajmia,  it  may  be  due  to  this 
in  conjunction  with  the  increased  bulk  of  the  blood,  to  a  hydremic 
PLETHORA.    This  view  has  obtained  much  support.    It  has  been  sup- 
posed that,  the  entire  bulk  of  the  blood  being  increased,  there  will  be 
increased  pressure  in  the  capillaries  and  increased  transudation  from  the 
watery  blood.    But  there  are  some  objections  to  this  view.    We  have 
already  seen  that  plethora,  even  when  suddenly  induced,  does  not  raise 
the  blood-pressure.    There  is  a  form  of  Bright's  disease  m  which  the 
arterial  tension  is  raised,  and  the  increased  tension  is  related  to  hyper- 
trophy of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart.    But  it  is  just  in  this  form  of 
Bright's  disease  (the  cirrhotic  form)  that  oedema  is  least  usual,  and  a 
case  may  proceed  to  a  fatal  issue  without  the  occurrence  of  any  cedema. 
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Then  there  are  cases  of  absohite  suppression  of  urine,  as  in  hysterical 
females,  etc,  in  which  we  must  presume  an  exaggerated  hydrsemic 
plethora,  but  without  a  trace  of  oedema.  _ 

In  some  experiments  by  Cohnheim  and  Lichtheim,  a  hydrsemic  ple- 
thora was  induced  by  injecting  a  solution  of  common  salt  into  the  ves- 
sels of   animals.    Enormous  quantities   could  be   injected  without 
seriously  compromising  the  animal.    We  have  seen  that  when  blood 
is  transfused  in  the  dog,  the  Hmit  consistent  with  the  survival  of  the 
animal  is  one  and  a  half  times  the  bulk  of  the  blood,  but  more  salt 
solution  than  three  times  the  bulk  of  the  blood  could  be  injected 
without  kilHng  the  animal.    From  the  previous  reference  to  tranfusion, 
it  will  be  understood  that  these  injections  did  not  produce  any  perma- 
nent rise  in  the  blood-pressure.    The  most  direct  result  was  a  great 
acceleration  in  the  speed  of  the  blood  current,  presumably  from  the 
diminished  friction  of  the  watery  blood.    There  was  also  a  greatly 
increased  transudarion  and  consequent  increased  flow  of  lymph.  But 
this  was  remarkably  localized.    There  was  a  greatly  increased  How  of 
lymph  in  the  thoracic  duct,  showing  that  in  the  viscera  the  transuda- 
tion was  increased;  while  the  lymphatics  of  the  limbs  showed  no  increase, 
indicating  that  in  the  skin  and  muscles  the  transudation  was  not 
increased.    There  was  also  greatly  increased  secretion  from  the  salivary 
glands,  stomach  and  intestine,  liver,  lachrymal  glands,  and  kidneys. 
In  these  organs  an  a3dema  was  developed,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  mucous 
membrane  and  submucous  tissue  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  in  the 
lymphatic  glands  of  the  mesentery,  in  the  pancreas,  kidneys,  gall  blad- 
der, sahvary  glands ;  there  was  also  ascites,  but  no  oedema  of  the  skin. 
The  explanation  suggested  for  this  localization  of  the  increased  transu- 
dation and  the  oedema  is,  that  these  organs  are  all  normally  concerned 
in  the  removal  of  water  from  the  blood,  and  that  probably  their  blood- 
vessels are  unusually  permeable  to  water.    The  experiments  produce 
a  great  increase  in  the  water  of  the  blood,  and  the  vessels  give  ready 
passage  to  it. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  these  experiments  the  oedema  was  present 
in  parts  where  it  is  absent  in  Blight's  disease,  and  was  not  present  at  all 
in  the  skin.  So  that  the  oedema  of  Bright's  disease  cannot  be  ascribed 
altogether  to  the  hydraemic  plethora,  however  much  that  may  predispose 
to  it.  To  explain  the  oedema  of  Bright's  disease,  it  seems  necessary  to 
suppose  some  alteration  in  the  vessels  of  the  skin  rendering  them  unduly 
permeable.  There  are  many  facts  indicating  a  relation  between  the  skin 
and  the  kidneys  in  Bright's  disease,  and  it  is  very  possible  that  the 


56 


AFFECTIONS  OF  CIRCULATION  AND  BLOOD. 


morbid  agent  which  affects  the  kidney  may  also  affect  the  skin.  I)i 
scariatina  we  have  during  the  fever  an  inflammatory  liypersemia  of  the 
skin,  and  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  when  subsequently  a  kidney  affec- 
tion induces  a  hydrsemic  plethora  the  ojdema  will  manifest  itself  in  the 
previously  damaged  skin.  In  the  experiments  above  referred  to,  it  was 
found  that  although  the  normal  skin  did  not  become  oedematous,  yet 
when  it  had  been  previously  inflamed,  as  hy  pencilling  with  iodine  solu- 
tion, or  by  exposing  to  a  strong  sun,  then  oedema  shows  itself.  It  may 
hence  be  inferred  that,  although  hydraemic  plethora  is  not  by  itself  a 
cause  of  oedema  of  the  skin,  it  is  a  strong  predisposing  element. 

We  shall  find  in  studying  inflammation  that  the  alteration  in  the 
vessels  produced  by  this  condition  induces  oedema,  so  that  inflammatory 
oedemas  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 


LEUK-^EMIA. 


By  this  name  is  meant  a  condition  in  which  the  white  blood  cor- 
puscles are  greatly  increased,  the  name  meaning  hterally  white  blood. 
This  was  the  name  applied  by  Virchow.  Another  name  Leucocythaemia 
applied  by  Bennett,  although  literally  more  correct,  is  cumbersome,  and 
is  now  generally  disused.  The  condition  of  the  blood  gives  its  name  to 
the  disease  and  this  will  first  engage  our  attention. 

The  normal  proportion  of  white  corpuscles  to  red  in  the  blood  is 
stated  as  about  1  in  300  to  1  in  450,  but  it  may  vary  within  normal 
limits.  There  is  after  haemorrhage,  as  we  have  seen,  a  sUght  increase 
in  the  proportion  of  white  corpuscles,  a  leucocytosis,  but  it  is  of  no 
special  significance.  In  leukaemia  the  relative  proportion  of  white  to 
red  corpuscles  is  greatly  altered.  A  case  is  not  a  very  severe  one  in 
which  the  corpuscles  are  as  1  to  10,  and  they  may  be  as  1  to  2  or  even 
equal.  This  alteration  in  the  proportion  of  white  and  red  is  not  the 
only  alteration  in  the  blood.  The  white  corpuscles  are  more  varied  in 
size  than  normal,  some  larger  and  some  smaller,  and  they  are  sometimes 
more  distinctly  nucleated.  Then  the  red  corpuscles  are  not  only  pro- 
portionately few  in  number,  but  they  are  absolutely  reduced,  and  that 
to  a  very  high  degree.  Occasionally  nucleated  red  corpuscles  have  been 
found  in  the  blood,  these  corpuscles  being  of  larger  size'than  the  normal 
red  corpuscles.  The  specific  gravity  of  the  blood  is  considerably  rQ- 
duced;  it  may  fall  from  1055,  which  is  the  average  normal,  to  1040  or 
1035  The  blood  has  thus  the  character  of  anaemia  along  ^^^th  a  great 
increase  of  the  white  blood  corpuscles.     In  leuksemic  blood,  after 
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death,  there  are  fomul  small,  colourless,  glancmg  crystals  of  an  octa- 
hedral shape,  which  are  usually  called  from  the.r  discoverer  Charcots 
crystals  (see  Fig.  16).     There  are  also  certain         .  a 
other  abnormal  chemical  constituents,  chiefly  glu-        \j  {)     ^  ^ 
tine  and  hypoxanthine.  _ 

With  regard  to  the  probable  explanation  of  ^ 
this  peculiar  condition  of  the  blood,  it  must 
always  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  very  great  ^ 
dimimition  in  the  red  corpuscles  as  well  as  a 
great  increase  in  the  white.     There  must  be 
either  a  greatly  increased  new  formation  of  white 
corpuscles  and  destruction  of  red  ones,  or  a  seri- 
ous interference  with  the  conversion  of  the  white 
into  the  red  corpuscles.    This  latter  is  the  view 
originally  taken  by  Virchow,  and  is  the  more  aft.- death^^^^^^^ 
probable.    There  may  be  an  increased  formation  ^i^ite  corpuscles.  (Zenker.) 
of  Avhite  corpuscles,  but  the  diminution  in  the 

number  of  the  red  is  probably  due  to  a  reduced  conversion  of  white 
into  red.  The  nucleated  red  corpuscles  have  been  regarded  by  some 
as  transition  forms,  their  presence  indicating  a  delay  in  the  conversion. 

The  blood  in  persons  aflfected  with  this  disease  is  unduly  pale, 
but  it  has  not  a  watery  appearance.  It  is  even  a  thicker  fluid  than 
usual  and  distinctly  more  opaque,  resembling  a  mixture  of  pus  and 
blood. 

The  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  blood  is  associated  with 
changes  in  certain  organs  which  have  generally  been  regarded  as  con- 
cerned in  the  preparation  of  the  blood,  namely,  the  spleen,  the  lym- 
phatic glands,  and  the  medulla  of  bone.  In  different  cases  of  leukaemia 
these  structures  are  variously  affected.  The  medulla  of  bone  seems  to 
be  affected  in  all  or  nearly  all  cases,  the  spleen  with  the  medulla  m  a 
considerable  number,  the  lymphatic  glands  with  the  medidla  in  a 
smaller  number,  and  all  three  in  many  cases. 

The  condition  of  THE  SPLEEN  in  leukaemia  will  first  concern  us. 
In  all  stages  of  the  disease  it  is  enlarged.  The  enlargement  in  the 
earliest  period  appears  to  be  due  to  an  active  congestion,  and  is  accord- 
ingly of  rapid  development.  Kindfleisch  mentions  a  case  which  he  saw 
at  Virchow's  demonstrations  in  which  the  enlargement  had  been  so 
rapid  as  to  cause  a  rupture  of  the  capsule  of  the  spleen.  This  enlarge- 
ment is  merely  from  overfilling  of  the  vessels,  but  it  is  succeeded  by,  oi- 
developes  into,  a  solid  enlargement.     The  Malpighian  bodies  of  the 
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spleen  have  the  structure  of  lymphatic  follicles,  and  it  is  mainly  by  the 
enlargement  of  these  that  the  permanent  solid  enlargement  occurs,  a 
great  increase,  therefore,  of  lym])hoid  tissue.  But  the  new-formation 
often  occurs  in  the  pulp  as  well  as  in  the  Malpighian  follicles.  The 
spleen  thus  becomes  converted  into  a  hard,  dense,  bulky  organ,  some- 
times like  a  piece  of  wood.  It  is  also  paler  than  normal,  and  we  can 
often  see  the  enlarged  Malpighian  bodies  as  whiter  areas  on  the  cut 
surface.  In  addition,  there  are  frequently  haemorrhages  in  the  spleen, 
and  these  may  take  the  form  of  the  regular  wedge-shaped  infarction.. 

In  the  MEDULLA  OF  BONE  the  changes  are  very  similar.  There  is  a 
great  new-formation  of  round-cell  tissue  which  occurs  at  the  expense  of 

the  adipose  tissue  and  also  of  the  bone.  This 
new  tissue  consists  mainly  of  cells  as  large  as 
white  blood-corpuscles,  and  has  the  structure 
/'  of  lymphatic  tissue,  showing  the  reticulum  and 
round  cells  as  in  Fig.  17.  Sometimes  there  are 
larger  cells  than  these,  and  there  may  be  also 
nucleated  red  corpuscles.  There  is  thus  a  great 
new-formation  in  the  medulla  and  that  mainly 
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f^^?^^W^-  °*  lymphatic  tissue.  As  the  medulla  of  bone, 
'^^^^    (^^P'  especially  the  red  medulla  of  spongy  bone,  nor- 


Fig.  17. — Medulla  of  bone  in 
leuksemia,  from  the  cavity  of 
the  shaft  of  the  femur.  Ade- 
noid reticulum  and  lymphoid 
cells  are  shown  x  350. 


mally  contains  lymphatic  tissue,  the  change  in 
leukemia  may  be  regarded  as  a  hypertroph)^ 
of  this,  and  the  amount  of  hypertrophy  is  some- 
times very  great.  Thus,  the  whole  yellow  mar- 
row of  the  hollow  shaft  of  the  femur  may  be 
replaced  by  lymphatic  tissue.  The  cavity  of  the  shaft  may  also  be 
widened  at  the  expense  of  the  bone,  and  many  smaller  trabeculse  here 
and  in  the  spongy  bone  may  be  destroyed.  In  this  respect  as  well  as 
in  intimate  structure  the  leuksemic  bone-marrow  differs  from  the  red 
marrow  of  pernicious  anaemia,  as  the  latter  does  not  cause  a  proper 
atrophy  of  the  bony  tissue.  The  occurrence  of  haemorrhages  or  even 
infarctions  has  been  observed  in  the  bone-marrow  just  as  in  the  spleen. 
The  appearance  of  the  medulla  is,  of  course,  greatly  altered.  It  has 
generally  a  greyish  red  colour  without  any  of  the  normal  greasy  appear- 
ance, but  it  may  be  pale  so  as  to  look  hke  solidified  pus,  or  dark  red, 
these  differences  depending  on  the  degree  of  the  new-formation  and  the 
state  of  fulness  of  the  vessels.  It  has,  however,  the  character  of. a 
tolerably  sohd  tissue,  not  a  semi-fluid  material  as  in  anaemias.  These 
changes  may   occur  in  all   the  bones   in  the  body,  and  in  both 
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spongy  and  hollow  bones,  the  affection  bemg,  however,  variously 
distributed. 

The  lesion  in  the  lymphatic  glands  consists  in  an  enlargement 
of  them  This  begins  mostly  in  a  particular  set  of  glands  usually 
situated  externally,  as  in  the  axilla,  groin,  neck,  etc.,  and  spreads  to 
other  sets,  generally  first  to  those  nearest.  The  enlarged  glands  may 
be  three,  five,  or  even  ten  times  their  normal  size,  but  there  is  no 
tendency  to  any  degeneration  of  their  tissue. 

The  EELATION  OF  THESE  ORGANIC  CHANGES  in  the  Spleen,  bone- 
marrow,  and  lymphatic  glands  to  the  disease  in  its  essence  is^  exceed- 
ingly obscure.  An  attempt  has  been  made  to  associate  the  disease  m 
its  origin  with  the  bone-marrow,  but  even  this  is  by  no  means  certain. 
There  seems  httle  reason  to  doubt,  however,  that  the  bone-marrow 
along  with  the  lymphatic  glands  and  spleen,  and  perhaps  in  a  more 
important  manner  than  they,  is  concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  blood 
corpuscles.  The  discovery  of  nucleated  coloured  cells  in  the  normal 
red  marrow  of  spongy  bone  seems  to  show  that  the  red  corpuscles  are 
either  formed  or  undergo  important  changes  here. 

Besides  these  organs  others  are  frequently  attacked,  but  the  lesions 
in  them  are  of  later  manifestation,  by  no  means  uniformly  present,  and 
undoubtedly  secondary.  The  liver  is  nearly  always  enlarged,  and  this 
enlargement  may  be  due  simply  to  parenchymatous  changes  in  the 
hepatic  cells,  but  is  often  associated  with  a  distinct  new  formation  in 
the  liver.  This  is  in  the  form  of  minute  collections  of  round  cells 
occurring  in  myriads  throughout  the  organ,  as  shown  in  Fig.  18. 
These  are,  at  first  sight,  not  unlike  mihary  tubercles,  but  they  have  no 
giant-cells  and  do  not  present  any  tendency  to  degeneration,  while  they 
are  much  less  definite  in  size  and  shape.  Sometimes,  instead  of  definite 
aggregations,  there  is  an  extensive  infiltration  of  the  connective  tissue 
stroma  of  the  liver  with  round  cells.  The  exact  nature  of  these  lesions 
is  doubtful.  They  may  be  simple  aggregations  of  white  blood  cor- 
puscles, but  they  have  usually  too  regular  a  form  for  this,  and  they  have 
been  regarded  as  small  lymphatic  formations. 

The  Kidney  is  affected  not  infrequently,  and  here  the  appearance 
to  the  naked  eye  very  often  is  as  if  the  organ  were  greatly  enlarged 
by  the  presence  of  large  pale  tumours  in  the  cortical  substance.  On 
microscopic  examination  the  lesion  is  seen  to  consist  in  an  enormous 
infiltration  of  the  stroma  of  the  kidney  with  round  cells,  the  proper  se- 
creting tissue  remaining,  but,  of  course,  greatly  pressed  on.  This 
infiltration  occurs  in  definite  areas,  as  if  some  agent  had  addressed  itself 
to  certain  defined  i)ortions  of  the  organ. 
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The  CLOSED  FOLLICLES  OF  THE  INTESTINES,  both  the  sohtary  ones  and 
those  aggregated  in  Peyer's  patches,  may  be  enlarged,  and  as  they  are 
of  lymphatic  structure,  their  enlargement  is  a  simple  hyperplasia.  This 
is  not  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  still  less  frequent  is  the  formation  of 
leukaemic  tumonrs  IN  THE  skin,  these  tumours  consisting  of  infiltrations 
of  round  cells. 


-^s^-' niy  i^tf/ 

Fig.  18. — Leukiemic  formations  in  the  liver. 


The  connective  tissue  in  other  regions  may  also  be  infiltrated.  The 
author  met  with  a  case  in  which  the  connective  tissue  of  the  mediastinum 
was  enormously  infiltrated,  so  that  the  tissue  formed  a  bulky  tumour. 
The  infiltration  extended  to  the  pericardium  much  in  the  fashion  of  a 
lympho-sarcoma. 


MELANiEMIA. 
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It  is  proper  here  to  mention  that  there  is  a  disease  called  variously 
HODGKIN'S  DISEASE  and  PSEUDO-LEUK.EMIA,  in  which  the  orgamc 
lesions  appear  to  be  identical  with  those  of  leukemia,  but  without  the 
increase  of  white  blood  corpuscles,  the  blood  being  simply  anemic. 
There  may  be  great  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  of  he  lymphatic 
glands,  and  the  characters  of  the  enlargement  may  be  essentially 
like  those  mentioned  above. 

MELAN^MIA. 

By  this  name  is  meant,  hterally,  black  blood.   It  is  used  to  designate 
a  condition  in  which  pigment  occurs  abnormally  in  the  blood  and  is 
deposited  in  the  tissues.    The  pigment  is  in  the  form  of  soHd  granules 
and  although  black  in  colour,  it  is  derived  from  the  blood  pigment,  and 
contains  iron.    It  is  met  with  in  cases  of  malarial  fever,  but  not  m 
every  case,  as  a  rule  only  in  the  more  severe  forms.    The  view  usuaUy 
entertained  is  that  during  the  acute  paroxysm  of  an  ague,  blood- 
corpuscles  are  destroyed  in  the  spleen,  and  their  pigment  is  set  free  m 
the  granular  form.    Lately,  Arnstein  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  Ixi.  p. 
494)  has  brought  forward  the  view  that  the  destruction  of  blood  cor- 
puscles occurs  not  in  the  spleen,  but  in  the  blood  generally.  Whether 
the  spleen  be  the  seat  of  its  formation  or  not,  it  is  certainly  stored 
up  there  for  years,  and  may  pass  into  the  blood  by  degrees,  although 
it  is  more  abundant  immediately  after  the  acute  paroxysm. 

AYhen  the  pigment  gets  into  the  blood  it  is  rapidly  taken  up  hy  the 
white  blood  corpuscles,  so  that  these  appear  in  the  blood  as  pigmented 
cells.     These  pigmented  cells  are 

often  larger  than  the  white  cor-  -^^S^^r- 
puscles,  being  enlarged  by  their  ab-        "^jif^^lm,  W^^^^^m 
normal  contents.     It  will  thus  be      ^J.^,;-^  J 
seen  that  very  little  free  pigment 

will  be  present  in  the  blood  except  d^^^s,. 
immediately  after  the  acute  parox-    ^.^crs^^f?>  v^^*^' 


ysm,  the  white  corpuscles  picking  wmm 


up  the  solid  gi-anules  just  as  they 

do  when  a  solid  pigment,  such  as      pj        ^.winte  blood  corpuscles  of  the  frog, 
,.„  .  11     .    ,      1       J    contaiiiinK  graiuiles  of  voruiillion.  and  phowing 
Vermilhon,  is  artincially  introduced   amoeboid  movement.    (After  Ki.kin.) 

into  the  blood  of  an  animal  (see  Fig. 

19).  The  white  corpuscles  containing  the  pigment  accumulate  in  certain 
organs,  especially  the  spleen,  liver,  and  bone-marrow.    In  the  spleen 
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and  bone-marrow  the  i)igmented  cells  appear  to  leave  the  capillaries 
readily,  and  pass  into  the  tissues,  producing  an  actual  pigmentation  of 
them,  but  in  the  liver  they  linger  longer  in  the  capillaries,  which  may 
be  seen  with  many  such  corpuscles  in  them  (see  Fig.  18),  although  here 

also  the  latter  may  pass  out 
into  the  surrounding  tissue.  In 
A'ery  severe  cases,  other  organs 
and  tissues  may  be  pigmented 
in  this  way.  The  brain  is  very 
often  pigmented,  especially  in 
cases  where  there  has  been  much 
cerebral  excitement.  This  will 
be  in  very  acute  cases,  but  it 
is  doubtful  whether  the  pig- 
ment has  much  to  do  with  the 
cerebral  symptoms,  which  may 
be  merely  a  consequence  of  the 
acute  attack.  The  kidneys  are 
other  tissues,  such  as  pancreas, 


Fig.  20. -  A  lobule  of  the  liver  in  melaiifemia.  The 
black  pigment  granules  are  seen  between  the  hepatic 
ceUs,  being  really  in  the  capillaries,    x  75. 


sometimes  the  seat  of  it  as  well  as 
intestine,  etc. 

This  abnormal  pigmentation  of  course  produces  changes  in  the  colour 
of  the  organs  affected.  The  spleen  is  slaty-grey  or  almost  black,  the 
liver  is  steel-grey  or  blackish,  the  grey  substance  of  the  brain  is  of  a 
dark  chocolate  or  graphite  colour,  and  the  kidneys  present  greyish  spots. 


UK^MIA. 


This  is  a  condition  characterised  by  nervous  symptoms,  vomit- 
ing, slee]3iness,  headache,  convulsions,  coma,  and  it  occurs  in  cases 
of  kidney-disease  in  which  the  secretion  of  urine  is  diminished.  The 
result  of  the  defect  in  the  secretion  of  urine  is  ACCUMULATION  in  the 
blood  OF  THE  CONSTITUENTS  OF  THE  URINE,  and  it  was  natural  to  infer 
that  these  constituents,  acting  as  poisons,  produced  the  symptoms; 
hence  the  name  uraemia.  In  animals,  symptoms  essentially  similar 
may  be  produced  by  tying  both  ureters,  and  here  also  doubtless  there 
is  retention  of  urinary  constituents.  The  urea  is  readily  detected  in  the 
fluids  and  tissues  in  such  animals,  and  it  has  been  frequently  detected 
clinically  in  cases  of  uraemia. 

And  yet  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  sure  that  the  symptoms  are  due  to 
poisoning  by  the  urinary  constituents.    For  one  thing,  the  injection  of 
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urea,  and  even  of  filtered  urine,  into  living  animals  does  not  produce 
ur^niia,  the  only  effect  being  an  excessive  secretion  of  urme.  These 
facts  have  led  to  theories  to  account  for  the  ur^emic  symptoms 
apart  from  the  presence  of  urea  in  the  blood.     Frerichs'  theory 
at  one  time  received  great  acceptance.    He  said  that  the  symp- 
toms were  due,  not  to  the  urea  or  other  urinary  constituents,  but 
to  the  products   of   their   decomposition,  and   mainly  CARBONATE 
OF  AMMONIA.    It  was  asserted  that  carbonate  of  ammonia  was  to 
be  found  in  the  blood  of  uremic  patients,  and  that  it  was  often  to  be 
detected  in  their  breath.    But  there  is  a  mistake  here.    More  correct 
chemical  investigation  shows  that  there  is  no  excess  of  carbonate  of 
ammonia  in  the  blood.    Carbonate  of  ammonia  is  to  be  found  abund- 
antly in  the  intestines,  where  it  is  the  result  of  putrid  decomposition. 
Moreover,  the  injection  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  into  animals  does 
not  produce  uremic  symptoms,  but  symptoms  of  a  different  kind. 

Again  Traube  started  a  very  ingenious  theory,  according  to  which 
the  uremic  symptoms  are  due  to  (EDEMA  OF  THE  BRAIN  and  its  mem- 
branes, and  consequent  anaemia  of  that  organ.  It  is  known  that  oedemas 
occur  sometimes  very  suddenly  in  Bright's  disease,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  a  sudden  oedema  of  the  brain  would  produce  such  symptoms,  the 
varying  locahty  of  the  oedema  determining  the  variations  in  the  symp- 
toms. But  this  theory  is  also  scarcely  tenable,  because  oedema  of  the 
brain  is  by  no  means  constant  in  uraemia. 

It  is  rather  probable  that  the  ORIGINAL  VIEW  is  fundamentally  the 
correct  one.  So  long  as  there  is  a  free  outlet,  the  blood  may  contain  a 
large  quantity  of  urinary  constituents,  and  so  when  urine  is  injected 
into  the  blood  of  animals  it  passes  rapidly  through  the  system  and  does 
little  harm.  But  if  the  ureters  be  first  ligatured  and  then  the  urine 
injected,  the  urtemic  symptoms  will  rapidly  manifest  themselves.  It 
-vvdll  be  understood  that  the  urea  is  not  the  only  constituent  concerned, 
but  that  the  other  nitrogenous  substances  and  salts  probably  take  part 
in  the  production  of  the  entire  set  of  symptoms. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  in  urtemia  urea  is  present  in  excess  in 
the  blood  and  fluids  of  the  body,  and  has  frequently  been  detected  dur- 
ing hfe,  and  it  is  in  cases  where  the  secretion  of  urine  is  diminished  or 
suppressed  that  these  symptoms  occur.  The  secretion  may  be  diminished 
in  various  ways,  hy  obstruction  in  the  outflow,  by  disease  of  the  secret- 
ing tissue,  by  defect  in  the  water  of  the  l)lood  so  that  the  urinary 
constituents  are  not  duly  carried  off",  or  even,  as  has  been  supposed  in 
the  case  of  eclampsia,  by  spasm  of  the  ren;il  arteries  preventing  the  due 
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j)iissage  of  blood  through  the  kidneys.  In  all  these  cases  the  one  com- 
mon element  is  a  defective  separation  of  the  urinary  constituents,  and 
their  consequent  accumulation  in  the  blood,  and  the  presumption  is  that 
these  constituents  have  a  poisonous  effect,  although  it  may  be  impossil)le 
to  say  whether  one  or  more  of  them  is  specially  deleterious. 


DIABETES  MEl.LITUS. 

The  pathology  of  diabetes  is  a  subject  of  considerable  difficulty,  and 
it  may  he  well  at  the  outset  to  set  forth  the  problem  which  requires 
solution. 

The  BLOOD  AND  URINE  CONTAIN  NUllMALLY  A  SMALL  QUANTITY  UF 

GRAPE  SUGAR,  hnt  in  diabetes  this  undergoes  an  enormous  increase. 
In  the  normal  condition  the  sugar  is  at  a  constant  minimum,  unaffected 
by  the  amount  or  kind  of  food  taken.    In  diabetes  there  is  commonl}- 
a  very  obvious  relation  between  the  food  taken  and  the  sugar. 
There  are  some  diabetics  who  cease  to  excrete  any  excess  of  sugar  so 
long  as  they  abstain  from  starch  or  sugar,  Init  whenever  they  take  au)- 
such  food  it  is  mostly  converted  into  grape  sugar  and  so  excreted  in  the 
urine     On  the  other  hand,  there  are  diabetics  who  excrete  an  excess  of 
sugar  whatever  the  kind  of  food  they  take,  and  though  the  sugar  may 
lie^'diminished  by  the  use  of  a  mainly  nitrogenous  diet,  yet  it  cannot 
be  thus  made  to  disappear.    In  that  case  it  is  obvious  that  sugar  is 
formed  not  only  from  carbo-hydrates,  but  also  from  the  albuminous 
principles  of  the  food.    According  to  Traube,  diabetes  is  divided  into  a 
slighter  and  a  more  severe  form  according  as  the  sugar  is  formed  from  the 
ca?bo-hydrates  alone,  or  from  nitrogenous  principles  as  well,  and  it  is 
prolDable  that  these  forms  represent  an  earlier  and  a  later  stage  m  the 
disease     Donkin,  in  view  of  the  relation  of  the  sugar  production  to  the 
food   distinguishes  three  stages  ;  first,  that  in  which  only  the  starch 
or  s'u-ar  of  the  food  furnishes  the  grape  sugar;  second,  that  in  which 
fats  as  well  as  these  are  converted;  and  third,  that  in  which  albumin- 
ous foods,  as  well  as  starchy  and  oily,  undergo  conversion  into  grape 

''Tis  obvious  that  in  this  latter  stage  there  is  a  great  CONSUMPTION 
OF  ALBUMEN,  and  in  the  process  of  formation  of  the  sugar  urea  is 
formed  as  a  waste  product  in  the  chemical  transformation.  ^^  e  find, 
therefore,  that  the  UREA  is  also  greatly  increased  m  the  urine, 
am  unting  sometimes  to  two  or  three  times  the  normal  quantity  in  he 
twenty-four  hours.    In  this  stage  of  the  disease  there  is  no  doubt  that 
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the  fatty  and  ALBUMINOUS  CONSTITUENTS  OF  THE  TISSUES  are  also  used 
for  the  formation  of  sugar,  and  that  the  albuminous  principles  of  the 
tissues,  like  the  allnimen  of  the  food,  furnish  sugar  and  urea  which 
appear  in  the  urine. 

The  problem  which  we  have  to  face  then  is,  that  in  dialjetes  there  is, 
for  some  reason  or  other,  an  EXCESSIVE  DEMAND  for  sugar  in  the 
organism.  The  greed  for  sugar  seems  to  acquire  intensity  as  the 
disease  advances,  so  that  while  at  first  it  is  only  the  carbo-hydrates 
A\'hich  fall  a  ^dctim  to  it,  there  is  ultimately  a  consumption  of  the  nitro- 
genous foods  and  even  of  the  nitrogenous  tissues.  We  have  to  enquire 
what  may  be  the  meaning  of  this  immense  demand  for  sugar.  Looking 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  processes  of  the  body  are  arranged,  we  may 
take  it  for  gTanted  that  there  is  some  need  to  be  supplied  or  else  such  an 
excess  of  material  would  not  be  furnished. 

Sugar  is  a  crystallizable  substance,  and  wherever  it  is  formed  it  will 
readily  be  dissolved  by  the  juices  and  find  its  way  into  the  blood.  Its 
occurrence  in  the  blood  and  its  excretion  by  the  urine  are  therefore 
dimply  a  result  of  the  ready  solubility  and  diffusibility  of  the  sub- 
stance. Its  presence  in  these  fluids  throws  no  direct  light  on  its  place 
of  origin. 

It  is  natural  to  look  to  THE  liver  as  the  source  of  the  sugar.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  liver  is  the  place  of  formation  of  a  substance  nearly 
allied  to  sugar,  namely  GLYCOGEN.  This  substance,  as  its  name  im- 
plies, has  a  great  tendency  to  become  converted  into  sugar.  It  is  true 
that  in  the  living  body  the  liver,  apparently,  contains  glycogen  and  not 
sugar.  If  the  liver  of  an  animal  be  cut  out  immediately  after  death  and 
without  delay  placed  in  boiling  water  after  being  cut  into  small 
pieces,  then  it  will  be  chiefly  glycogen  that  will  be  found,  and  any 
sugar  that  exists  has  probably  formed  after  death  by  the  transfor- 
mation of  the  glycogen.  It  is  difficult  indeed  to  avoid  the  occur- 
rence of  traces  of  sugar  in  this  experiment,  and  if  the  removal  of 
the  liver  be  delayed  a  large  amount  of  sugar  will  be  found.  These 
facts  show  that  glycogen  is  always  just  ready  to  be  converted  into 
sugar  ;  its  conversion  is,  as  it  were,  every  moment  imminent.  During 
life  this  conversion  does  not  take  place  to  any  considerable  extent,  and 
it  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  small  amount  of  sugar  existing  normally 
in  the  body  is  due  to  a  conversion  of  the  glycogen  in  the  liver,  a  com- 
parison of  the  blood  in  the  hepatic  vein  with  that  in  the  portal  giving 
doubtful  results. 
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We  have  to '  consider,  however,  whether  a  pathological  conversion 
OF  THE  GLYCOGEN  INTO  SUGAR  may  not  occur  in  the  liver,  and  in  this 
regard  the  observations  of  Bock  and  Hoffmann  are  of  great  interest. 
These  observers  succeeded  in  the  production  of  an  artificial  diabetes 
mellitus  by  injecting  into  the  blood  of  rabbits  large  quantities  of  a 
watery  solution  of  common  salt.  The  animals,  soon  after  the  injection 
was  made,  began  to  secrete  a  large  quantity  of  urine,  and  this  unne 
soon  became  saccharine.  If  the  injection  of  salt  solution  was  persisted 
in,  the  sugar  by  and  by  diminished  in  the  urine  and  ultimately 
disappeared. 

The  question  now  was  as  to  the  source  of  the  sugar,  and  the  condition 
of  the  liver  was  examined  mth  this  in  view.  It  became  abundantly  clear 
that  the  sugar  in  the  urine  came  from  the  liver  and  was  caused  by  the 
conversion  of  the  glycogen  into  sugar.  In  all  cases  where  the  animal 
was  killed  after  the  diabetes  had  passed  off,  the  liver  was  found  free 
both  of  the  glycogen  which  exists  normally  and  of  sugar.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  animal  was  killed  while  the  mellituria  existed,  then 
glycogen  and  sugar  were  both  present  in  the  liver.  The  inference  from 
these  observations  is  perfectly  obvious.  The  abnormal  condition  of  the 
blood  causes  the  transformation  of  the  liver  glycogen  into  sugar,  and 
the  latter  being  a  crystalloid  and  readily  diffusible,  it  is  at  once  washed 
out  of  the  hepatic  cells  and  passes  into  the  circulation  and  on  into  the 
urine.  The  diabetes  ceases  because  all  the  glycogen  in  the  Hver  has 
undergone  conversion  into  sugar  and  the  source  of  supply  is  exliausted, 
the  liver  in  these  cases  being  found  free  of  both  glycogen  and  sugar. 
We  may  say,  therefore,  that  a  glycosuria  may  be  produced  by  the 
conversion  of  the  glycogen  within  the  Hver  into  sugar. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  diabetes  thus  produced  is  temporary  and  not 
comparable  with  the  permanent  disease  in  the  human  subject.  Let  us 
suppose,  however,  that  diabetes  is  due  to  the  conversion  of  the  hver 
alycogen  into  sugar,  then  the  problem  with  which  we  started  will 
undergo  a  considerable  modification.  We  saw  that  there  is  an  excessive 
production  of  sugar,  but  in  the  view  now  brought  forward  this  will 
resolve  itself  into  an  excessive  production  of  glycogen  which  undergoes 
conversion  into  sugar.     The  problem  therefore  presents  itself-ls 

THERE   ANYTHING   TO   ACCOUNT   FOR  THE  EXCESSIVE  FORISIATION  OF 

"""^TtTto  be  presumed  that  glycogen  has  an  important  function  in  the 
•mimal  body.  Whether  it  be  used  in  the  production  of  muscular  force, 
',s  many  suppose,  or  otherwise,  it  seems  clear  that  such  an  organ  as  the 
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liver  would  not  be  engaged  in  its  formation  unless  it  had  an  important 
part  to  pla}'.  It  is  to  be  presumed  then  that  glycogen  supplies  some 
need  in  the  organism,  and  that  it  is  formed  in  the  liver  for  that  purpose. 

But  if,  as  soon  as  it  is  formed  in  the  liver,  it  is  transformed  into 
sugar,  then  the  need  in  the  organism  will  not  be  supplied.  The  sugar 
being  a  crystalloid  will  be  washed  out,  and  very  little  glycogen  will  get 
into  the  blood.  In  such  circumstances  the  organism  will  have,  as  it 
were,  a  hunger  for  glycogen,  the  liver  will  be  stimulated  to  supply  it, 
and  will  produce  more  glycogen.  As  soon  as  it  is  formed,  however,  the 
glycogen  will  be  transformed  into  sugar,  and  the  excessive  demand  for 
glycogen  ^yill  only  result  in  an  excessive  supply  of  sugar.  In  this  case 
the  liver  will  be  stimulated  to  an  ever-increasing  formation  of  glycogen 
which  will  immediately  pass  into  sugar.  We  can  understand  how  in 
the  earlier  stages  all  foods  which  are  near  to  glycogen  in  their  chemical 
composition  will  be  at  once  utihzed,  and  how  as  the  disease  goes  on  and 
the  demand  becomes  more  urgent,  the  other  kinds  of  foods  and  even  the' 
tissues  of  the  body  will  be  used. 

So  long  therefore  as  the  hepatic  cells  retain  their  activity  we  may 
presume  that  they  will  react  to  the  hunger  for  glycogen,  and  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  will  be  the  result.  If  the  hepatic  cells  be  destroyed  or 
weakened  the  probability  is  that  the  diabetes  will  diminish,  the  disease 
requiring  that  the  hepatic  cells  retain  their  energy. 

It  would  appear  from  the  above  that  diabetes  is  explainable  on  the 
supposition  that  the  glycogen  undergoes  abnormally  a  transformation 
into  sugar,  and  that  this  occurs  in  the  liver  itself.  We  have  now 
to  inquire  whether  any  indication  exists  as  to  the  CAUSE  OF  THIS 

TRANSFORMATION  OF  THE  GLYCOGEN. 

In  the  experiments  of  Bock  and  Hoffmann  already  alluded  to  it 
appears  that  a  particular  abnormal  condition  of  the  blood  is  capable  of 
producing  this  transformation.  An  enormous  dilution  of  the  blood  with 
salt  solution  seems  capable  of  inducing  the  liver  glycogen  to  pass  into 
sugar.  A  temporary  diabetes  has  been  produced  in  a  variety  of  other 
ways,  and  all  of  them  are  explicable  on  the  ground  of  an  abnormal  con- 
dition of  the  circulation  of  the  liver. 

The .  inhalation  of  nitrite  of  amyl  induces  a  temporary  glycosuria. 
We  know  that  this  agent  produces  a  general  vaso-motor  paralysis,  and 
a  general  dilatation  of  the  systemic  arteries.  With  the  other  arteries 
those  of  the  abdomen  will  dilate,  and  the  blood  passing  through  the  cap- 
illaries at  an  increased  rate  will  reach  the  portal  vein  at  a  higher 
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pressure  than  normal.  The  circulation  in  the  Uver  will  therefore  l)e 
accelerated  and  the  blood  will  be  less  venous  in  character,  having  pai5sed 
rapidly  through  the  capillaries  of  the  intestines  and  other  organs. 

The  celebrated  diabetic  puncture  of  Bernard  is  made  in  the  medulla 
oblongata,  and  we  know  that  in  this  part  of  the  nervous  system  are 
situated  the  principal  vaso-motor  centres  of  the  body.  There  is  there- 
fore hei'e  also  a  paralysis  of  the  ai'teries  just  as  after  the  inhalation  of 
nitrite  of  amyl.  Injuries  to  the  brain,  spinal  cord,  and  sympathetic 
sometimes  produce  a  temporary  glycosuria,  and  they  also  may  cause 
vaso-motor  paralysis. 

The  observations  of  Pavy  are  important  in  this  regiird.  He  pro- 
duced glycosuria  by  the  injection  of  defibrinated  arterial  blood  into  the 
portal  vein,  and  here  again  there  is  an  excessive  supply  of  blood  to  the 
Uver.  But  then  Pavy  also  produced  glycosuria  l)y  hgatuiing  the  portal 
vein,  and  so  cutting  off  the  blood  supply  except  through  the  hepatic 
artery,  and  at  first  this  result  seems  a  very  contradictory  one. 

The  effect  of  that  experiment  would  be  to  cause  the  liver  to  be 
suppHed  with  arterial  blood  alone,  and  Ave  may  presume  that  the 
hepatic  artery  would  dilate  and  so  allow  of  an  additional  flow  of  blood- 
According  to  the  researches  of  Cohnheim  and  Litten  (VirchoAv's  Archk, 
vol.  Ixvii.)  the  blood  of  the  hepatic  artery,  after  supplying  the  connec- 
tive tissue,  gall  ducts,  and  walls  of  the  large  blood-vessels,  passes  into 
the  inter-lobular  veins  and  on  into  the  proper  hepatic  capillaries,  so  that 
the  blood  of  the  hepatic  artery  is  finally  distributed  with  that  of  the 
portal  vein.  When  the  portal  vein  is  closed,  the  circulation  in  the 
liver  will  be  kept  up,  but  only  by  the  blood  of  the  hepatic  artery. 

From  these  observations  Pavy  concluded  that  the  cause  of  the 
glycosuria  when  the  portal  vein  was  ligatured  was  the  circulation  oi 
arterial  blood  in  the  liver,  and  he  proceeded  to  determine  whether  it 
was  possible  in  animals  to  produce  diabetes  by  supersaturating  the 
whole  blood  with  oxygen,  so  that  the  blood  in  the  portal  vein  would  be 
virtually  arterial.    He  effected  this  in  various  Avays ;  by  causing  the 
animals  to  inhale  oxygen  ;  by  using  artificial  respiration  till  the  fact 
tliat  the  animals  ceased  to  make  any  spontaneous  respiratory  movements 
showed  a  deficiency  of  carbonic  acid ;  by  causing  the  animals  to  inhale 
carbonic  oxide.    In  all  these  ways  glycosuria  was  produced.    It  would 
appear  therefore,  that  when  diabetes  is  artificially  produced  in  animals, 
the  one  essential  condition  is  that  the  Hver  should  be  supplied  Avith 
unduly  oxygenated  blood,  such  blood  causing  the  glycogen  to  be  trans- 
formed into  sugar  in  the  liver  itself. 
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We  have  now  to  consider  the  question  whether  this  view  will 
explain  the  occurrence  of  diabetes  in  the  human  subject.    Is  there  any 
evidence  of  such  an  alteration  of  the  CIRCULATION  IN  the  liver  in 
CASES  OF  DIABETES  ?    It  is  to  be  noted  here  that  in  order  to  an  active 
hypen-emia  of  the  portal  circulation  there  must  be  an  active  hypersemia 
in  the  parts  to  which  the  coehac  and  mesenteric  arteries  are  distributed. 
The  circulation  in  the  portal  vein  depends  entirely  on  that  in  these 
vessels,  and  unless  the  blood  passes  in  greater  abundance  and  more 
rapidly  than  it  does  normally  through  the  vessels  of  the  abdominal 
viscera  from  which  the  portal  blood  comes,  then  it  cannot  pass  more 
quickly  through  the  portal  vein.    It  is  not,  therefore,  as  is  sometimes 
stated,  a  question  directly  of  vaso-motor  paralysis  of  the  liver.  More- 
over, if  diabetes  depends  on  the  blood  in  the  portal  vein  being  unduly 
oxygenated,  then  the  only  possible  explanation  of  this  will  be  that  the 
blood  passes  so  quickly  through  the  capillaries  of  the  alimentary  canal 
and  other  organs  that  it  is  imperfectly  deoxygenated.    The  question 
to  be  answered  then  is,  whether  there  is  any  evidence  of  diabetes 
being  due  to  a  vaso-motor  paralysis  inducing  an  active  hypergemia  of 
all  these  organs. 

Such  a  vaso-motor  paralysis  might  arise  by  disease  of  the  central 
nervous  system,  or  of  the  local  centres  in  the  abdomen,  mainlj^  the 
cceliac  plexus.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  some  cases  have  been  recorded 
(by  Frerichs,  Klebs,  and  Recklinghausen)  in  which  diabetes  has  co- 
existed ^vith  atrophy,  formation  of  calculi,  or  cancer  of  the  pancreas. 
In  cases  observed  by  Klebs  there  was,  along  with  the  atrophy  of  the 
pancreas,  a  very  marked  change  in  the  coeliac  plexus  consisting  of  a 
great  destruction  of  ganglion  cells.  It  seems  very  probable,  considering 
the  nearness  of  the  pancreas  to  the  coeliac  plexus,  that  a  cancer  or  the 
changes  resiilting  from  the  formation  of  calculi  in  the  ducts  of  the 
gland,  might  extend  to  the  cceliac  plexus,  and  Klebs  accounts  for  the 
diabetes  in  his  cases  on  the  view  that  there  was  vaso-motor  paralysis 
produced  by  the  destruction  of  the  ganglion  cells  of  this  plexus. 
In  one  of  his  cases  indeed  there  was  observed  after  death  an  extraordin- 
ary dilatation  of  the  hepatic  and  splenic  arteries  and  the  gastric  branches 
of  the  cceliac  axis,  the  last  named  branch  attaining  the  size  of  a  goose 
quill  and  presenting  a  highly  convoluted  course.  These  facts  seem  to 
confirm  the  view  that  in  man  diabetes  may  be  produced  by  paralj'-sis  of 
the  arteries  in  the  domain  of  the  coeliac  plexus. 

There  have  been  also  cases  in  which  diabetes  seemed  to  follow  injur}' 
to  the  spinal  cord  or  medulla  oblongata,  but  these  have  been  cases  of 
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temporary  glycosuria  comparable  to  that  following  Bernard's  dialietic 
puncture.  On  the  other  hand  there  have  been  a  few  instances  of 
softening  of  the  brain  and  intra-cranial  tumours  in  cases  of  diabetes,  but 
these  have  been  too  rare  to  be  regarded  as  of  much  importance  in  the 
pathology  of  diabetes.  For  the  most  part  there  is  little  or  no  alteration 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  in  the  central  nervous  system. 

Eecently  Dickinson  has  descril^ed  minute  changes  in  the  central 
nervous  system,  consisting  mainly  in  excavations  around  the  arteries, 
produced  apparently  by  exudation  from  these  vessels  with  disintegration 
of  the  brain  substance  around.  In  very  recent  cases  there  was  even 
accumulation  of  leucocytes  or  haemorrhage  around  the  arteries,  but  in 
the  older  cases  a  cribriform  appearance,  the  arteries  being  surrounded 
by  widened  canals.  These  lesions  are  scattered  through  the  brain,  the 
largest  and  most  striking  being  present  in  the  corpora  striata,  optic 
thalami,  pons,  medulla  oblongata,  and  cerebellum.  They  are  less 
marked  in  the  cord  where  in  addition  there  is  usually  great  dilatation 
of  the  central  canal.  The  white  matter  of  the  cerebral  convolutions 
also  frequently  presents  similar  changes. 

These  lesions  are  held  by  Dickinson  to  be  primary  and  directly 
related  to  the  cause  of  the  disease.  If  this  view  be  correct,  then  we 
should  have  lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system  leading  to  diabetes, 
and  doing  so  probably  by  vaso-motor  paralysis  of  the  arteries  of  the 
abdominal  viscera.  This  view  is  open  to  the  objection,  however,  that 
these  lesions  in  the  nervous  system  may  possibly  be  secondary,  due  to  a 
dilatation  of  the  arteries,  not  to  exudation  from  them,  especially  as  we 
know  that  exudation  occurs  rather  from  capillaries  and  veins  than 
artei'ies. 

Turning  to  the  abdominal  organs  themselves,  there  have  been  in 
many  cases  indications  of  congestion  observed.  We  have  already  re- 
ferred to  the  enlargement  of  the  arteries  in  one  of  the  cases  described  by 
Klebs.  The  liver  itself  is  generally  described  as  congested,  and  in  a 
few  cases  there  has  been  thrombosis  of  the  portal  vein. 

The  characteristic  red  tongue  of  advanced  diabetes  has  been  cited 
by  Pavy  as  evidence  of  a  progressive  congestion  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
The  congestion  at  first  is  confined  to  the  abdominal  organs,  but  in  the 
later  periods  extends  to  the  mouth,  the  vaso-motor  paralysis  being 
progressive. 

All  the  facts  may  be  held  as  indicating  that  diabetes  depends  on 
the  liver  being  supplied  with  blood  of  an  abnormal  character  and  at  an 
accelerated  rate  of  speed.     The  congestion  of  the  hver  depends  on 
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abnormal  nervous  arrangements,  and  these  may  be  local,  affectmg  the 
coehac  plexus,  or  possibly  situated  in  the  central  nervous  system  The 
observations  of  Dickinson  would  seem  to  point  m  the  latter  direction, 
but  they  stand  in  need  of  confirmation,  and  besides,  the  lesions  may 
possibly  be  the  effect  rather  than  the  cause  of  the  affection. 

In  reo-ard  to  the  other  changes  in  diabetes  mellitus,  little  has  to  be 
said  The  tissues  appear  to  be  pecuharly  vulnerable,  wounds  heal 
badly,  inflammations  are  generally  very  severe,  often  going  on  to  sup- 
puration and  gangrene,  phthisis  pulmonaHs  often  closes  the  scene,  and 
is  frequently  very  acute.  General  emaciation  is  a  striking  feature  m  ad- 
vanced cases.  The  kidneys  may  be  found  enlarged  and  their  epithelium 
fatty,  but  this  has  no  direct  connection  with  the  essential  pathology  of 
the  affection. 


INFLAMMATION. 


rpmS  is  a  subject  whose  importance  in  pathology  can  hardly  be  over- 
estimated.  From  the  time  of  John  Hunter  its  phenomena  have 
been  taken  as  the  basis  of  various  speculations  on  the  nature  of  pathf>- 
logical  phenomena  in  general.  Following  the  course  we  have  liitherto 
adopted,  we  have  first  to  consider  the  conditions  under  which  inflamma- 
tion occurs. 

Etiology  of  Inflammation.— In  many  cases  the  causes  of  inflam- 
mation are  obscure,  and  this  appHes  mainly  to  internal  organs  whose 
actions  are  greatly  hidden  from  our  view.  Inflammation  is  producible 
ARTIFICIALLY,  and  if  we  study  the  modes  of  production  we  shall  find 
that  agents  are  used  to  which  the  general  name  of  irritants  is  apphed. 
The  inflammation  is  produced,  it  is  said,  by  irritating  the  part  in  some 
way.  This  name  irritant  is  apt  to  be  misleading,  as  it  very  readih' 
gives  rise  to  the  conception  of  a  stimulating  action  ;  whereas  if  we  con- 
sider the  nature  of  the  so-called  irritants  we  shall  find  that  they  are 
rather  of  a  deadening  than  of  a  stimulating  kind.  They  are  agent.s 
which,  when  acting  strongly,  are  calculated  to  kill  the  tissues,  and  acting 
less  strongly  they  may  be  supposed  to  damage  it ;  it  is  in  this  case  that 
they  produce  inflammation.  A  certain  degree  of  heat  or  cold  ^vill  kill, 
a  less  degree  will  lead,  if  sufiiciently  prolonged,  to  inflammation.  Such 
agents  as  croton  oil,  nitrate  of  silver,  chloride  of  zinc,  have  a  damaging 
action  on  the  tissues,  and  they  are  some  of  the  commonest  in  use  Avhen 
inflammation  is  to  be  produced.  Again,  traumatic  causes  produce 
inflammation ;  a  direct  injury  inflicted  may  kill,  but  acting  less  vigor- 
ously it  may  produce  inflammation. 

It  may  be  said,  perhaps,  that  in  .inflammation  of  internal  organs 
there  is  no  such  definite  cause  to  be  discovered.  In  pneumoma  it 
might  be  supposed  that  there  is  no  direct  irritant  or  deleterious  agent 
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attacking  the  lung  tissue.  But  even  here  there  is  reason  to  beheve 
that  there  is  some  such  agent  at  work.  In  one  of  the  hospitals  m 
Glasgow  a  medical  man  prescribed  a  table-spoonful  of  cough-mixture  ; 
the  nurse  gave  a  table-spoonful  of  carbolic  acid  instead.  The  result 
was  an  acute  pneumonia  presenting  the  usual  physical  signs  and 
symptoms.  In  this  case  there  was  a  deleterious  agent  introduced  into 
the  stomach  and  so  into  the  circulation,  and  it  acted  on  the 
tissue  of  the  lungs  (perhaps  mainly  on  the  blood-vessels),  possibly 
dui-ing  the  process  of  excretion  by  these  organs  ;  the  result  was  an  acute 
inflammation. 

Again,  when  large  bhsters  are  applied,  it  sometimes  happens  that 
the  active  chemical  principle  is  absorbed,  and,  passing  into  the  blood, 
produces  inflammation  of  the  kidneys  probably  during  the  process  of 
excretion.  We  have  seen  also  that  after  transfusion  of  blood  the 
haemoglobin  is  sometimes  dissolved  out  from  the  blood  corpuscles  and 
produces  inflammation  of  the  kidneys.  And  so  in  all  inflammations  we 
are  to  infer  the  existence  of  some  deleterious  agent,  although  it  is 
very  often  difficult  to  tell  whence  it  has  come  and  what  is  its  nature. 

At  this  point  it  may  properly  be  enquired,  whether  THE  NERVOUS 
SYSTEM  has  anything  to  do  with  the  causation  of  inflammation.  There 
are  not  a  few  facts  which  suggest,  at  least,  some  connection.  In  some 
of  the  instances  the  connection  is  clearly  an  indirect  one.  For  instance, 
when  inflammation  of  the  eye  results  from  division  of  the  fifth  nerve, 
the  inflammation  is  really  traumatic  in  its  origin.  By  the  severance  of 
the  nerve  the  reflex  action  of  winking  is  abolished  as  well  as  the  secre- 
tion of  tears,  and  so  the  organ  is  exposed  to  injuries  and  unable  to  get 
rid  of  foreiun  Ijodies.  The  inflammation  is  the  result  of  irritation  from 
witliout,  and,  if  the  eye  be  carefully  preserved  against  such  injuries,  the 
inflammation  does  not  occur. 

But  there  are  cases  where  nervous  action  has  a  very  important  and 
apparently  direct  relation  to  the  cause  of  the  inflammation.  A  man 
with  a  stone  impacted  in  his  urethra  will  have  an  inflammation  of  the 
testicle.  Or  after  the  passage  of  a  liougie  through  a  urethra  with  a 
partially  healed  wound,  there  will  be  a  rigor  with  immediate  suppression 
of  urine  and  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  kidney.  These  results  can 
only  be  effected  by  reflex  action,  and  there  are  various  ways  in  which 
we  may  suppose  them  to  occur.  Reflex  irritation  may  produce,  through 
the  vaso-motor  nerves,  a  contraction  of  the  arteries  of  an  organ,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  kidney  this  contraction  may  conceivably  be  sufficient 
virtually  to  bring  the  circulation  to  a  standstill.      The  immediate 
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suppression  of  urine  resulting  on  the  passage  of  a  bougie  can  scarcely  be 
accounted  for  except  on  the  supposition  of  such  a  spasmodic  con- 
traction amounting  almost  to  occlusion  of  the  renal  arteries.  If  such 
a  stagnation  of  the  blood  continues  long  enough  the  vessels  Avill  be 
so  damaged  that  when  the  circulation  is  restored  inflammation  must 
result. 

But  there  are  cases  of  internal  inflammations  which  cannot  be  ex- 
plained merely  on  the  supposition  of  a  reflex  stimulation  of  the  vaso- 
motor nerves.  The  manifest  rehef  which  many  inflammations  undergo 
in  consequence  of  counter-irritation  has  been  pointed  out  by  Lister  as 
indicating  the  influence  of  the  nervous  system  in  producing  inflamma- 
tion. The  apphcation  of  the  actual  cautery  to  the  skin  over  an 
inflamed  and  painful  joint  will  often  relieve  the  pain  and  inflammation 
instantaneously.  It  is  as  if  there  was  in  the  nerves  of  the  part  a  state 
of  over-action  which  affected  injuriously  the  tissues.  This  over-action 
being  reheved  by  a  still  greater  stimulation  of  nerves  connected  reflexly, 
the  inflammation  subsides. 

It  is  probable  that  even  in  such  cases  nervous  action  alone  is  not 
sufficient  to  produce  inflammation.  It  is  more  likely  that  under  certain 
conditions  of  the  local  nervous  arrangements  the  tissues  are  specially 
weak,  and  are  liable  to  be  damaged  by  agents  which,  under  normal 
conditions,  they  would  resist.  It  has  been  shown  that  a  mild  inflamma- 
tion of  the  bone  marrow  produced  by  caustics  may  be  converted  into 
an  intense  inflammation  by  causing  the  animal  to  eat  putrid  food. 
Here  an  existing  damaged  state  makes  the  tissues  unable  to  resist  the 
attack  of  a  further  damaging  agent  which  normally  they  are  able  to 
withstand.  It  may  be  similar  in  the  case  of  many  internal  inflamma- 
tions produced  apparently  by  exposure  of  the  surface  of  the  body  to 
cold.  Such  exposure  may  produce,  by  reflex  action,  a  state  of  the 
nervous  system  rendering  the  organ  peculiariy  liable  to  damage  from 
conditions  of  the  blood  which  otherwise  would  not  produce  any  such 
effect.  In  all  these  cases,  also,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  reflex 
action  may  aff"ect  specially  the  vascular  system. 

It  may  be  added  that  besides  conditions  brought  about  through  the 
nervous  system  there  may  be  individual  peculiarities,  hereditary  or 
acquired,  rendering  diff-erent  persons  variously  liable  to  the  action  of 
irritants,  and  even  in  the  same  person  the  various  organs  of  the  body 
may  show  different  degrees  of  resistance.  The  character  of  the  inflam- 
mation also  will,  to  some  extent,  be  influenced  not  merely  by  the 
nature  of  the  agent  causing  it,  but  also  by  the  state  of  the  individual. 
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In  studyino-  individual  cases  of  infiammation  it  will  be  import- 
ant  to   consider   BY   WHAT   path   the   irritant  has  REACHED  THE 

PART  which  has  become  inflamed.  In  many  cases  it  reaches  it  by  the 
blood  and  as  the  blood  is  distributed  in  every  part  of  the  organ,  the 
inflammation  will  not  probably  show  any  special  localization.  And  so, 
when  we  find  two  symmetrical  organs  both  of  which  are  attacked  m 
every  region,  we  generally  infer  that  the  agent  causing  the  inflammation 
has  come  by  the  blood  or,  at  least,  by  a  path  common  to  both.  Of 
course,  there  may  be  local  diff-erences  in  the  organ  itself  of  such  a 
character  that  every  part  will  not  be  equally  susceptible  to  the  action  of 
an  agent  calculated  to  produce  inflammation,  and  so  the  disease  may 
develop  more  in  one  part  of  the  organ  than  in  another,  although  the 
aeneral  character  of  its  distribution  will  generally  still  suggest  the  path 
by  which  the  agent  has  come. 


THE  PEINCIPAL  PHENOMENA  OF  INFLAMMATION. 

The  classical  signs  of  inflammation  are  redness,  swelling,  heat,  and 
pain,  but  in  studying  the  nature  of  the  process  it  will  not  be  proper  to 
follow  this  division.  We  have  to  investigate  the  exact  nature  of  the 
processes  occurring  in  the  inflamed  part,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject  we  shall,  in  the  first  instance,  give  an 
illustration  which  exhibits  the  main  phenomena,  and  afterwards  consider 
the  subject  under  headings  suggested  by  that  illustration. 

A  simple  EXPERIMENT  may  be  performed  to  illustrate  the  prin- 
cipal phenomena  at  the  outset  of  an  acute  inflammation.    If  a  frog  be 
paralysed  with  curare,  the  web  of  the  foot  may  be  spread  out  and 
observed  under  the  microscope.    With  a  pair  of  scissors  a  superficial 
longitudinal  wound  may  be  made,  taking  care  to  remove  little  more  than 
the  epithelium.     By  this  operation  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
web,  with  its  vessels,  is  exposed;   the  action  of  the  scissors  in 
cutting,  and  the  unusual  exposure  to  the  air,  aff"ect  these  structures, 
and  the  various  phenomena  of  inflammation  soon  begin  to  manifest 
themselves,  care  being  taken  to  keep  a  moist  atmosphere  around 
the  web  so  as  to  prevent  the  wound,  deprived  of  its  epidermis, 
from  drying.     At  first  the  circulation  goes  on  in  the  bottom  of 
the  wound  as  before,  the  area  is  merely  more  transparent  from 
the  absence  of  the  epithelium.     But  very  soon,  if  an  artery  is  near  or 
in  the  wound,  it  dilates,  and  there  is  an  acceleration  of  the  stream  in 


76 


INFLAMMATION. 


the  capillaries  and  veins.  But  this  soon  disappears,  and  the  circulation, 
especially  in  the  capillaries,  becomes  slower  and  slower,  till  here  and 
there  the  blood  corpuscles  now  and  then  stand  still  for  a  moment  or  two. 
By  and  by  a  pecuhar  condition  becomes  visible  in  the  veins.  Normally, 
the  blood  corpuscles  flow  down  the  middle  of  the  vein,  and  the  peri- 
pheral zone  contains  plasma  with  a  few  white  corpuscles  roUing  along.  As 
the  inflammation  proceeds,  the  white  corjjuscles  come  to  occupy  this 
zone,  and  to  adhere  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  vessel.  The  individual 
•corpuscles  may  not  be  all  absolutely  stagnant,  they  adhere  for  a  time 
.and  then  depart,  but  the  result  of  the  process  is  that  there  is  a  neariy 
complete  filling  up  of  the  zone  with  white  blood  corpuscles,  so  that  the 
vein  seems  pavemented  internally  mth  these  cells.  This  is  seen  not 
only  in  any  vein  which  may  happen  to  be  in  the  bottom  of  the  wound, 
but  also  in  those  for  a  short  distance  outside  it. 

If  the  attention  be  now  directed  to  the  surface  of  the  wound,  it  soon 
becomes  manifest  that  certain  peculiar  bodies  are  appearing  there. 
These  are  at  first  seen  mostly  towards  the  edge  of  the  wound,  and  arc- 
especially  numerous  in  the  neighbourhood  of  veins  where  the  white 
corpuscles  are  adherent.  They  are  of  various  shapes,  and  present  a 
transparent  gelatinous  appearance.    If  observed  carefully  they  are  seen 

to  be  altering  their  shapes,  present- 
■■i'l^     c'""^  f  1^^^  IP^^  ing  the  Avell-known  amoeboid  move- 

^   ^    f     ^  ^     xnent,  such  as  shown  in  Fig.  21. 

/-..r^'/C      '^4^  ^    These  cells  gradually  increase  in 

'fi^/f        numbers,  and  by  their  contractile 
i  CJ  '     ^    d^pP        power  they  move  from  the  periphery 

'''^^        towards  the  centre  of  the  wound  till 

Fig.  21.— A  leucocyte  from  human  blood  .  u.- 

showing  amoeboid  movement.    (Klein.)  they  may  COme  tO  COVer  It  entllCl}. 

These  bodies  may  be  removed  from  the  wound  by  placing  the  end  of  a 
capillary  glass  tube  on  the  surface.  A  fluid  runs  up  into  the  tube, 
and  in  this  fluid  are  these  free  cells.  The  fluid  may  now  be  blow  on 
to  a  glass  shde  and  examined  under  a  higher  power  of  the  microscope, 
when  the  slow  amoeboid  movement  will  be  still  more  manifest.  If,  m 
the  drop  of  fluid,  these  bodies  are  allowed  to  die  or  are  killed  by  the 
addition  of  a  reagent,  they  become  globular  and  granular,  in  fact  have 
the  characters  we  recognize  as  those  of  white  blood  corpuscles,  lymph 
•corpuscles,  pus  corpuscles-of  leucocytes  in  general.  The  addition  of 
acetic  acid  to  the  living  cells  will  first  cause  them  to  assume  the  globular 
form,  and  then  will  bring  out  the  nucleus  or  nuclei  as  in  an  ordinary 
white  corpuscle.     The  fluid  in  which  these  corpuscles  are  found  is 
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coagulable,  and  if  it  l.e  kept  till  the  corpuscles  have  died  strings  of 
Kbrhie  will  be  found  in  it.  If  this  experiment  be  made  m  summer,  the 
whole  of  these  phenomena  will  manifest  themselves  in  a  few  hours,  and 
in  five  or  six  hours  the  entire  wound  may  be  plastered  over  with 

amoiboid  cells.  . 

In  the  course  of  a  few  more  hours  the  wound  begms  to  be  covered  m 
svith  new-formed  fiat  epithelium.  This  begins  at  the  margins,  and  if 
the  wound  is  small  it  may  be  wholly  covered  within  twenty-four  hours. 
The  amoeboid  cells  are  covered  in,  but  they  very  soon  disappear,  and 
the  connective  tissue  of  the  web  remains  with  a  thin  transparent 
epithelium  covering  it. 

Without  follo^ang  out  this  experiment  further,  we  may  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  principal  phenomena  of  inflammation,  which  have  been 
partly  illustrated.  We  shall  consider,  first,  the  state  of  the  vessels  ; 
secondly,  the  condition  which  is  illustrated  in  this  experiment  by  the 
fluid  on  the  surface  of  the  wound  containing  amoeboid  cells  ;  and  lastly, 
the  condition  of  the  tissues  in  inflamed  parts. 

I.  THE  STATE  OF  THE  VESSELS  IN  INFLAMMATION. 

When  an  irritant  is  appHed  to  a  transparent  vascular  tissue,  such  as 
the  tongue  or  web  of  the  frog,  it  produces  effects  which  vary  slightly, 
according  to  its  nature.  If  croton  oil  be  appHed,  there  is  first  a  shght 
contraction  of  the  arteries,  soon  followed  by  a  dilatation  of  them.  If 
ammonia  be  used,  there  is  dilatation  without  previous  contraction.  The 

DILATATION  OF  THE  ARTERIES  leads  tO   an   ACTIVE  HYPER.^MIA,  the 

cuiTcnt  is  accelerated  in  the  arteries,  capillaries,  and  veins,  and  these 
vessels  are  overfilled ;  there  is  a  great  excess  in  the  quantity  of  blood 
passing  through  the  vessels.     The  acceleration  of  the  current  does  not 
persist,  however,  in  the  most  affected  parts  ;  on  the  contrary  the  blood 
cori-)uscles  begin  to  lag,  especially  in  the  capillaries  and  veins,  although 
there  is  still  acceleration  in  the  arteries,  and  in  the  capillaries  and  veins 
in  the  less  inflamed  parts.    This  stagnation  in  the  capillaries  and  veins 
may  assume  a  high  degree,  especially  in  the  part  most  acted  on  by 
the  irritant.     Although  the  current  is  slow  in  these  vessels  the}- 
remain  overfilled,   a  passive  hypersemia  supervenes  on  the  active 
hyperaemia ;  at  the  same  time  the  white  corpuscles  accumulate  on  the 
internal  wall  of  the  veins  in  the  manner  already  described,  and  they  also 
adhere  at  intervals  in  the  capillaries^    The  circulation  may  come  almost 
to  a  standstill  in  the  capillaries  of  the  parts  most  affected,  while  at 
various  distances  out  from  this  there  will  be  manifest  a  less  and  less 
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amount  of  retardation  till  a  zone  is  reached  where  the  retardation  dis- 
appears, and  by  and  by  gives  place  to  acceleration. 

We  have  now  to  consider  what  may  be  the  explanation  of  these 
various  phenomena  which  the  vessels  manifest.  The  observations  of 
Lister  {Fhil.  Trans,  for  1858,  vol.  148)  present  us  with  a  view  of  this 
subject  which  has  been  largely  confirmed  by  other  observers,  and  has 
only  been  corrected  in  one  or  two  particulars.  Saviotti  has  also  pub- 
lished some  very  excellent  researches  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  1.)  which 
are  for  the  most  part  confirmatory  of  Lister's  views. 

Contraction  of  the  vessels,  which  is  in  some  cases  the  primary 
phenomenon,  is  probably  reflex.  It  is  frequently  absent,  and  when  it 
occurs  is  always  very  transitory.  Irritation  of  sensory  nerves  is  known 
to  produce  contraction  of  arteries  by  reflex  action.  If  the  web  of  the 
frog  be  observed  under  the  microscope,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  skin 
irritated  by  tapping  or  by  twitching  with  the  forceps,  the  arteries  will 
be  seen  to  contract,  and  this  contraction  does  not  occur  if  the  sciatic  is 
first  divided.  In  the  case  of  inflammation,  therefore,  we  may  conclude 
that  the  primary  contraction  when  it  occurs  is  reflex,  produced  by  the 
irritation  of  the  sensory  nerves. 

The  dilatation  of  the  arteries  leading  to  acceleration  of  the  stream, 
or  ACTIVE  HYPER/EMIA  (also  called  determination  of  blood),  is  not, 
like  the  contraction,  of  reflex  origin.  In  order  to  enforce  what  follows, 
it  is  important  here  to  recall  the  fact  that  irritants  act  injuriously  on 
the  tissues,  and,  in  a  certain  sense,  paralyse  them. 

That  the  effect  of  irritants  is  to  paralyse  the  tissues  was 
long  ago  shown  by  Lister  in  his  important  researches  on  inflammation. 
The  skin  of  the  frog  is  supplied  ^vith  pigment  cells.  These  cells  are 
branching  bodies  (they  are  shown  in  Fig.  15,  p.  52),  and  they  possess 
the  power  of  scattering  the  pigment  into  many  branches,  or  of  concen- 
trating it  more  or  less  into  the  central  parts  of  the  cell.  They 
are  under  the  command  of  the  nervous  system,  and  by  their  means  the 
animal  is  capable  of  changing  its  colour,  presenting  a  dark  hue  when 
the  pigment  is  dispersed,  and  a  lighter  colour  according  to  the  degree  of 
concentration.  Some  irritants  have  the  immediate  effect  of  dispersmg 
the  pigment,  and  this  itself  is  so  far  an  evidence  of  paralysis  as  the 
dispersed  condition  seems  to  be  the  state  of  rest  of  the  cells;  but  whether 
the  pigment  is  dispersed  or  not,  the  animal  loses  control  of  its  pigment 
in  the  affected  area,  which  does  not  change  its  colour  mth  the  rest  of 
the  skin,  and  may  be  found  dark  while  the  animal  is  pale,  etc. 
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We  have  already  had  occasion  to  remark  that,  as  Lister  long  ago 
inferred,  there  are  probably,  in  connection  with  the  arteries,  peripheral 
gangha  which  are  the  immediate  regulators  of  the  state  of  contraction 
of  these  vessels.    If  these  ganglia  be  paralysed  the  arteries  will  dilate, 
and  this  is  apparently  the  cause  of  the  dilatation  under  consideration.. 
That  the  dilatation  is  not  reflex  seems  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
fact  that  it  occurs  after  all  connection  with  the  central  nervous  organs 
has  been  severed.    For  instance,  the  sciatic  nerve  has  been  divided  m  a 
frog's  leg  Avith  resulting  dilatation,  but  the  application  of  an  irritant  to 
the'web  produces  an  increase  of  the  dilatation.    Again,  the  brain  and 
spinal  cord  in  the  frog  have  been  destroyed  (Cohnheim),  but  the  applica- 
tion of  an  irritant  to  the  tongue  still  produces  dilatation  of  its  arteries. 
The  acceleration  of  the  blood-current  in  the  arteries,  capillaries,  and 
veins,  will  be  understood  from  what  has  gone  before  to  be  a  direct  result 
of  the  dilatation  of  the  arteries ;  we  have,  in  fact,  an  active  hypersemia. 
It  will  not  be  understood,  however,  that,  apart  from  inflammation,  active 
h>T)erffimia  is  never  produced  by  reflex  action ;  it  is  frequently  so,  but 
inflammatory  active  hyperaemia  is  a  local  phenomenon.     It  is  not 
impossible  that  an  inflammatory  may  be  associated  with  a  reflex 
hyi^erajmia,  and  the  problem  may  in  this  way  be  complicated. 

The  cause  of  THE  RETARDATION  may  not  at  first  be  apparent, 
but  the  researches  of  Lister  afford  an  explanation  of  it.    The  cause 
of  the  retardation  is  an  INCREASED  ADHESIVENESS  of  the  blood  cor- 
puscles.   This  is  a  matter  of  direct  observation.    The  corpuscles  in 
the  inflamed  area  can  be  seen  to  move  sluggishly  along  the  wall  as  if 
attracted  by  it,  and  the  pavementing  of  the  veins  with  white  cor- 
puscles is  clearly  due  to  increased  adhesiveness.    It  has  been  pointed 
out  by  Lister  that,  when  the  blood  as  removed  from  the  vessels  and 
comes  in  contact  with  dead  matter,  the  blood  corpuscles  acquire  an 
adhesiveness  which  they  do  not  possess  inside  the  normal  vessels.  The 
red  corpuscles  stick  together  by  their  flat  surfaces  and  form  the  well- 
known  rouleaux.     The  adhesiveness  of  the  white  corpuscles  is  not 
so  obvious  when  a  drop  of  blood  is  examined  outside  the  body,  but  we 
have  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  even  greater  than  that  of  the  red. 
Now  inflammation  damages  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  with  the  result 
that  the  corpuscles  behave  as  if  in  the  presence  of  dead  matter — they 
become  adhesive.  This  is  excellently  shown  in  an  experiment  of  Lister's. 
He  ligatured  the  leg  of  a  frog,  producing  thereby  stagnation  of  the  blood 
in  the  vessels,  but  on  examining  the  web  it  could  be  seen  that  the 
corpuscles  were  able  to  move  freely  among  one  another — there  was 
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obviously  no  adhesiveness.  Bnt  now,  if  a  piece  of  mustard  was  applied 
to  the  web,  this  free  movement  ceased  in  the  area  affected ;  the  coi- 
puscles  became  adherent  among  themselves  and  to  the  wall  of  the 
vessels.  The  result  of  this  was  an  accumulation  of  the  coq)Uscles  in 
the  irritated  area ;  any  corpuscles  which  happened  to  glide  into  the  area 
remained  adherent  there,  and  so,  by  degrees,  the  vessels  became  over- 
filled—  a  state  of  hyperajmia  superinduced  on  stagnation.  If  any 
corpuscle  happened  to  escape  from  the  affected  area,  it  ceased  to  be 
adhesive,  and  moved  freely  about. 

We  may  therefore  infer  that  the  retardation  of  the  current  and  the 
pavementing  of  the  veins  with  white  corpuscles  are  the  result  of  the  injui-}- 
to  the  vessel  wall,  and  it  may  be  added  that,  in  connection  with  inflamma- 
tions, all  degrees  of  stagnation  up  to  absolute  stoppage  or  stasis  may  be 
produced,  and  are  often  manifested  together  in  the  same  case. 

We  may  now  sum  up  the  conditions  presented  by  the  blood-vessels  in 
the  early  periods  of  uifiammation  as  follows :  the  arteries  dilate  by  a  relax- 
ation of  their  muscular  coats,  due  to  a  paralysis  of  the  peripheral  gangha. 
In  some  cases  this  dilatation  is  preceded  l)y  an  evanescent  contraction. 
The  immediate  result  of  the  dilatation  of  the  arteries  is  active  h}q)er0emia, 
or  determination  of  blood,  iuA^olving  overfilling  of  the  arteries,  capillaries, 
and  veins,  with  acceleration  of  the  current.  This  is  followed  by  retard- 
ation of  the  current,  the  vessels  remaining  dilated  and  hyperaimic,  and 
this  retardation  may  go  on  to  almost  complete  stasis  in  the  capillaries. 
The  retardation  is  due  to  adhesiveness  of  the  corpuscles,  and  to  the 
same  cause  is  to  be  traced  the  pavementing  of  the  veins  Avith  white 
corpuscles. 

It  is  sometimes  possible  in  acute  inflammation  of  the  skin,  as  in  the 
case  of  a  boil,  to  observe  conditions  directly  traceable  to  the  state  of  the 
vessels  here  'indicated.  Thus  at  the  peripheral  parts  of  such  a  focus  of 
inflammation  the  skin  presents  a  fiery-red  appearance  due  to  determina- 
tion of  blood  ;  the  red  colour  may  be  pressed  away  with  the  finger,  but 
it  immediately  returns.  Inside  this  zone  there  is  an  area  in  which  the 
redness  is  not  so  ^dvid,  and  when  the  red  colour  is  pressed  away  it 
returns  sluggishly  ;  the  corpuscles  are  here  already  adherent,  and  the 
current  retarded.  Then  in  the  more  central  parts  a  dusky  red  ap- 
pearance is  presented,  and  on  pressure  it  may  be  impossible  or  very 
.lifficult  to  remove  the  redness  ;  here  a  condition  of  extreme  stagnatipn 
exists. 

In  connection  with  the  state  of  the  vessels,  we  have  to  consider  the 
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TEMPERATURE  OF  INFLAMED  PARTS.  It  is  Well  known  that  heat  is  one  of 
the  so-called  cardinal  symptoms  of  inflammation,  and  in  external  parts  a 
f eehng  of  heat  is  almost  imiversally  complained  of.  The  nerves  of  internal 
parts  seem  incapable  of  communicating  the  sense  of  differences  in  heat 
and  cold.  A  hot  potato  swallowed  gives  an  impression  of  pain,  and  it 
may  be  argued  that  the  pain  in  internal  parts  during  inflammation  is 
partly  due  to  increase  of  temperature.  We  have  to  enquire  whether 
there  is  an  actual  production  of  heat  in  inflamed  external  and  internal 
parts. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  temperature  of  inflamed  external  parts  is 
increased  in  inflammation.  J ohn  Hunter  long  ago  determined  this  by 
actual  observation.  He  had  a  case  of  hydrocele  to  deal  with,  and  under- 
took its  treatment  by  the  old  operation  of  laying  open  the  sac  and 
inserting  lint  dipped  in  an  irritating  salve  with  a  view  to  producing 
inflammation.  At  the  time  of  the  operation  he  found  that  the  tempera- 
ture in  the  tunica  vaginahs  was  92°,  but  next  day,  inflammation  having 
been  induced,  the  temperature  had  risen  to  98|°.  The  question  here 
arises  whether  this  increase  of  temperature  is  due  to  an  actual  produc- 
tion of  heat  in  the  inflamed  part,  or  to  an  increased  supply  of  hot  blood, 
due  to  dilatation  of  the  arteries. 

That  there  is  A  GREATLY  INCREASED  SUPPLY  OF  BLOOD  to  inflamed 
external  parts  has  been  proved  by  exj)eriment  (C.ohnheim).  If  the  fore- 
leg of  a  dog  be  inflamed  by  scalding  or  by  painting  with  croton  oil  or 
any  other  method,  the  quantity  of  blood  coming  from  the  limb  may  be 
compared  with  that  on  the  sound  side  by  introducing  cannulas  into  the 
corresponding  veins  on  the  posterior  aspects  of  both  legs.  In  a  recent 
inflammation  the  amount  of  blood  on  the  inflamed  side  may  reach 
nearly  the  double  of  that  on  the  sound  side,  and  it  may  even  be  as  great 
as  when  the  arteries  have  been  relaxed  in  a  limb  by  dividing  the 
axillary  plexus  of  nerves.  This  extreme  degree  of  difference  may  not 
continue  long,  but  even  for  some  days  it  is  frequently  very  considerable. 
The  relaxation  of  the  arteries,  it  is  clear,  produces  a  determination  of 
blood  which  extends  beyond  the  immediate  focus  of  the  inflammation, 
and  is  not  counter-balanced  by  the  retardation. 

.  'lohn  Hunter,  having  determined  the  great  increase  in  temperature 
above  referred  to,  yet  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  due  to  the  de- 
termination of  blood,  for  he  found  that  the  temperature  of  an  inflamed 
external  part  never  exceeded  or  even  quite  reached  that  of  a  normal  in- 
ternal part,  or,  in  other  words,  of  the  blood  in  internal  organs.  Since 
Hunter's  time,  Simon  has  thought  to  prove  that  there  is  some  develop- 
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ment  of  heat  in  inflamed  parts.  His  experiments  seemed  to  show  that 
the  arterial  blood  passing  to  an  inflamed  external  part  is  not  so  warm 
as  the  focus  of  inflammation,  and  that  the  venous  blood  returning  from 
the  part  is  warmer  than  the  arterial  blood,  although  not  so  warm  as  the 
focus  of  inflammation.  But  the  experiments  of  Jacobsen,  made  with 
more  exact  instruments,  entirely  confirm  the  views  of  Hunter.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  most  acute  inflammation  of  the  skin  or  muscle  never 
causes  an  elevation  of  temperature  sufl[icient  to  reach  that  of  the  rectum, 
vagina,  or  abdomen,  the  difl"erence  being  generally  1°  to  2°  C.  Again, 
in  artificial  inflammations  of  internal  parts,  as  in  peritonitis  or  pleurisy, 
the  temperature  was  never  raised  to  that  of  the  left  ventricle,  being 
always  from  -2°  to  -5°  C.  under  it.  This  means  that  in  these  parts,  the 
temperature  being  already  near  that  of  the  blood  in  the  left  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  inflammation,  leading  to  an  increased  supply  of  blood  of  a 
similar  temperature,  causes '  virtually  no  elevation  above  the  normal 
heat.  Again  Cohnheim  has  found  that,  when  in  one  fore-paw  of  a  dog, 
a  state  of  acute  inflammation  is  induced,  while  in  the  other  active  hyper- 
semia  is  produced  by  dividing  the  axillary  plexus  of  nerves,  the  tem- 
perature in  the  inflamed  foot  is  always  slightly  less  than  that  in  the 
other.  We  may  safely  infer,  then,  that  in  inflammation  there  is  no  local 
production  of  heat. 

II. — THE  INFLAMMATORY  EXUDATION. 

In  the  experiment  sketched  at  the  outset  the  inflammatory  exudation 
was  the  fluid  which  collected  on  the  surface  of  the  wound.  We  saw 
that  this  fluid  contained  amoeboid  cells,  and  that  it  was  coagulable.  We 
may  thus  consider  the  inflammatory  exudation  as  consisting  of  cells, 
serous  fluid,  and  fibrine,  and  we  shall  in  the  first  place  pass  each  of  these 
under  review. 

The  Exudation  Cells. — The,resemblance  of  the  cells  met  Avith  in 
acute  inflammations  to  the  leucocytes  in  the  blood  long  ago  sug- 
gested the  idea  that  they  are  white  blood  corpuscles.  In  the  year 
1846  Waller  observed  the  pavementing  of  the  internal  coat  of  the 
veins  with  white  blood  corpuscles  in  the  inflamed  tongue  of  the  frog, 
and  as  he  saw  similar  cells  outside  the  vessel  he  inferred  that  the  white 
corpuscles  had  got  through  the  wall.  It  was,  however,  difficult-  to 
believe  that  the  solid  glolnilar  white  corpuscles  could  pass  through  the 
intact  wall  of  a  blood-vessel,  and  Waller's  views,  although  supported  b^- 
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Wm.  Addison,  were  lost  sight  of.  By  and  by,  however,  Reckling- 
hausen demonstrated  that  pus  corpuscles  and  white  blood  corpuscles 
possess  contractile  power  by  virtue  of  which  they  are  able  to  move  from 
place  to  place,  and  to  alter  their  shapes  in  the  most  diverse  fashion. 
This  paved  the  way  for  the  actual  observation  of  their  passage  through 
the  walls  of  the  vessels  made  by  Cohnheim.  He  made  his  observations 
on  the  mesentery  of  the  frog.  When  this  exceedingly  delicate  and 
transparent  structure  is  drawn  out  of'  the  body  through  a  wound  in  the 
lateral  aspect  of  the  abdomen,  the  mere  exposure  to  the  air  is  sufficient 
to  set  up  an  acute  inflammation,  the  phenomena  of  which  can  be  readily 
observed  under  the  microscope.  Let  us  suppose  that  the  pavementing 
of  the  veins  has  occurred,  and  that  there  is  an  occasional  white  cor- 
puscle adherent  in  the  capillaries,  and  the  following  surprising  phen- 
omena show  themselves,  as  described  by  Cohnheim  himself.  "  One  sees, 
.as  a  rule,  first  in  a  vein  which  presents  the  pavementing  with  white 
corpuscles,  but  sometimes  in  a  capillary,  a  pointed  projection  in  the 
external  contour  of  the  vessel ;  it  pushes  itself  farther  and  farther  out- 
Avards,  it  increases  in  thickness,  and  the  pointed  projection  develojis 
into  a  colourless  rounded  knob ;  this  increases  in  length  and  thickness, 
sends  out  fresh  points,  and  draws  itself  gradually  outwards  from  the 
vessel  wall,  with  which  it  comes  to  be  connected  only  by  a  long  thin 
stem.  Finally,  this  also  lets  go  the  vessel,  and  there  lies,  outside  a 
colourless,  dull,  glancing,  contractile  corpuscle,  with  several  sliort  pro- 
cesses and  a  long  one,  of  the  size  of  a  white  blood  cell,  with  one  or 
several  nuclei ;  in  a  word,  a  white  blood  corpuscle." 

In  the  investigation  of  inflamed  tissues  in  the  usual  way  after  death, 
there  are  often  indications  to  be  met  with  of  this  process  of  emigration 
of  the  white  blood  corpuscles.  The  leucocytes  in  the  tissues,  for 
instance,  are  frequently  aggregated  especially  around  the  blood-vessels. 
In  the  accompanying  Fig.  22,  the  appearances  in  the  human  omentum 
are  shown  in  a  somewhat  diagrammatic  form,  and  the  appearances  there 
are  sufficiently  suggestive. 

There  is  no  longer  any  doubt  then  that  the  white  corpuscles  of  the 
blood  wander  out  of  the  vessels,  and  they  become  the  so-called  exuda- 
tion cells  of  recent  inflammations.  But,  besides  the  leucocytes,  the 
RED  CORPUSCLES  also  pass  out  of  the  vessels,  and  this  they  do  by  the 
process  of  diapedesis  of  which  we  have  already  seen  examples.  The 
white  corpuscles  are  active  contractile  cells,  and  they  generally  pass 
through  the  vessels  to  a  larger  extent  than  the  red  ones,  but  there  are 
some  inflammations  in  which  these  red  corpuscles  also  pass  through  in 
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lai'ge  numbers.  So  far  then  as  the  cells  which  appear  at  the  outset  of 
an  inflammation  are  concerned,  they  are  doul)tlePS,  maiul}-,  if  not 
entirely,  blood  corpuscles. 


desquamated  endothelhim;  g,  extravasated  red  corpuscles.  (Ziegler.) 

The  Serous  Exudation.— This  has  obviously  its  source  in  the 
blood  In  inflammation  there  is  a  greatly  increased  transudation  of  the 
fluid  of  the  blood  from  the  vessels,  and  this  passes  pnmanly  mto  the 
serous  spaces.  If  these  are,  naturally  or  by  reason  of  a  wound,  m  com- 
munication .vith  a  surface,  the  fluid  will  appear  on  the  surface.  _  The 
INFLAMMATORY  (EDEMA  indicates  a  greatly  increased  circulation  m  the 
serous  spaces  and  lymphatics,  and  this  can  be  proved  by  actual  observa- 
tion. If  the  leg  of  a  dog  be  irritated  .vith  croton  oil,  the  foot  swells 
greatly,  and  if  the  lymphatics  on  the  external  aspect  o  the  leg  be  then 
txposed  they  will  be  found  greatly  dilated ;  a  cannula  being  iiitrodu  ed 
th  lymphaL  fluid  will  flow  from  it,  drop  rapidly  fonown^ji^^^^^^^ 
Where's  in  the  sound  leg  the  circulation  .s  very  ^ow 
up  the  inflammation  a  cannula  be  introduced,  and  an  inflammation  set 
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up  by  placing  the  foot  in  hot  water,  then  it  will  be  seen  that  almost 
immediately  an  increase  in  the  flow  of  lymph  occurs,  while  the  cedema 
comes  on  latei-  and  is  not  followed  by  further  increase  in  the  flow.  The 
meaning  of  this  is  that  the  oedema  only  develops  when  the  increase  of 
transudation  is  too  great  for  the  lymphatics  to  dispose  of. 

But  not  only  is  the  transudation  increased,  it  is  altered  in  quality. 
AVe  have  seen  that  in  passive  hypersemia  the  transudation  is  a  watery 
fluid,  more  watery  than  the  normal  lymphatic  fluid.  In  inflammation 
it  is  a  concentrated  fluid,  containing  a  great  deal  more  albumen  and 
corpuscles,  and  on  being  shed,  or  even  in  the  cannula,  it  coagiilates. 


The  Fibrinous  Exudation.— It  is  a  familiar  fact  that  after  the  in- 
fliction of  a  wound  there  occurs  a  glazing  of  the  surface  within  a  few 
hours,  and  this  glazing  is  due  to  the  coating  of  the  surface  with  a  layer 
of  fibrine.    In  addition  to  this  there  is  discharged  from  the  surface  a 
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greater  or  smaller  quantity  of  serous  fluid.  This  deposition  of  fibrine 
on  the  surface  of  a  wound  may  l)e  taken  as  typical  of  the  fibrinous 
exudation,  but  a  similar  deposition  of  iilnine  occurs  in  many  other 
inflammations,  in  acute  inflammations  of  serous  membranes  as  in 
pleurisy,  in  acute  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  etc.  The  fibrinous  exuda- 
tion has  all  the  characters  of  fibiine  seen  in  a  blood  clot.  Figure  23, 
for  instance,  is  taken  from  the  hmg  in  acute  pneumonia,  and  it  is  seen 
that  a  lung  alveolus  is  filled  with  a  network  of  fine  fibres. 

The  fibrinous  exudation,  especially  the  yellow  layer  seen  on  serous 
membranes,  is  often  called  lymph,  but  this  term  is  a  somewhat  confus- 
ing one.  It  has  its  origin  in  the  coagulable  lymph  of  John  Hunter  and 
has  very  interesting  historical  relations.  As  the  term  is  used,  however, 
to  designate  other  structures  besides  the  fibrinous  exudation,  and  as  it 
involves  a  theory  as  to  the  relations  of  the  exudation,  its  use  had  better 
be  avoided. 

The  fibrinous  exudation,  for  reasons  which  will  appear  afterwards, 
is  mostly  met  with  on  sui-faces.  It  seldom  forms  in  the  serous  spaces 
of  the  tissues  unless  the  inflammation  has  been  severe  enough  to  kill 
the  tissue,  as  in  the  case  of  a  boil  or  carbuncle  where  the  slough  Avhich 
forms  is  composed,  partly  of  dead  tissue  and  partly  of  fibrine  deposited 
in  the  meshes. 

Mode  of  Production  of  the  Inflammatory  Exudation.— As 
the  constituents  of  the  exudation  come  from  the  blood-vessels,  it  is 
natural  to  look  to  the  state  of  their  walls  in  order  to  account  for  the 
extraordinary  passage  of  the  constituents  of  the  blood  through  them. 

We  have  seen  reason  to  believe  that  the  acquired  adhesiveness  of  the 
white  corpuscles  in  the  veins  and  capillaries  is  due  to  a  change  in  the 
walls  of  these  vessels  in  the  direction  of  dead  matter.  In  the  normal 
vessels  the  white  corpuscles  roll  along  in  the  plasmatic  zone  or  m  the 
capillaries,  without  presenting  any  independent  movement,  whereas  out- 
side the  body  they  at  once  present  amceboid  movement.  It  is  very 
possible  that  the  living  tissues  have  a  certain  power  of  restraining  this 
amoeboid  movement,  or  at  least  of  preventing  the  ameboid  cells  pene- 
tratin-  them.  If  a  piece  of  dead  tissue  containing  canals  and  cavities, 
such  ts  the  cornea,  be  placed  in  the  peritoneal  ca^aty,  then  the 
leucocytes  in  the  cavity  penetrate  into  these  cavities.  In  the  state  .of 
inflammation  the  capillaries  are  altered,  their  walls  have  undergone  a 
change  which  renders  them  more  permeable,  and  being  more  like  oidiii- 
ary  matter  they  may  allow  a  freer  contractihty  of  the  corpuscles.  It 
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is  therefore  the  alteration  of  the  wall  of  the  vessel  which  is  the  principal 
agent.  It  has  been  supposed  that  an  increase  in  pressure  of  the 
blood  in  the  vessels  may  have  something  to  do  with  the  emigration  of 
the  white  corpuscles.  But  we  must  be  certain  to  begin  with  that  there 
is  an  increase  of  pressure.  As  Cohnheim  has  pointed  out,  the  conditions 
here  are  not  such  as  to  cause  an  increase  of  pressure.  There  is  no 
obstruction  in  the  veins,  in  fact  the  circulation  through  them  is 
unduly  abundant  as  has  already  been  seen,  and  any  stagnation  which 
exists  in  the  capillaries  has  its  origin  in  the  adhesiveness  of  the 
blood-corpuscles.  If  this  stagnation  in  the  capillaries  produces  any 
increase  of  pressure  it  will  do  so  not  in  the  veins,  where  it  will  rather 
diminish  pressure,  but  in  the  arteries.  Now  there  is  no  emigration 
from  the  arteries,  but  from  the  capillaries  and  veins  alone,  and  so  it  can 
hardly  depend  on  the  increase  of  pressure.  The  same  applies  to  the 
diapedesis  of  the  red  corpuscles.  They  pass  through  the  vessels  not 
because  the  pressure  is  increased,  but  because  the  capillary  wall  is  so 
deteriorated  that  even  at  the  existing  pressure  they  are  pressed  through. 
We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  case  of  the  embolic  infarction  a 
diapedesis  occurs  under  conditions  in  which  the  pressure  is  presumably 
less  than  the  normal.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  here  as  there  the 
diapedesis  of  red  corpuscles  occurs  in  the  capillaries  alone,  and  not  in 
the  arteries  and  veins. 

The  INCREASED   TRANSUDATION  OF  THE    BLOOD    PLASMA  is  to  be 

accounted  for  on  similar  principles.  Alteration  in  the  vessel  wall  is 
again  the  main  condition  ;  and  seems  in  inflammation  to  be-  much 
more  serious  than  in  passive  hypersemia,  as  a  much  greater  amount 
of  albumen  and  salts  pass  through. 

The  FORMATION  OF  FiBRiNE,  as  we  have  seen,  is  a  prominent 
occurrence  in  many  inflammations,  and  as  the  constituents  of  the  fibrine 
come  from  the  blood,  it  also  is  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  the  inflamma- 
tory exudation.  The  fibrinogen  is  contained  in  the  exuded  blood  plasma. 
The  white  blood  corpuscles  contain  the  paragiobulin  and  ferment,  but 
in  order  to  yield  these,  it  is  necessary,  as  we  have  already  seen  in 
studying  thrombosis,  that  they  should  disintegrate.  In  the  case  of 
thrombosis  an  alteration  of  the  wall  of  the  heart  or  blood-vessel  is 
necessary  in  order  to  the  disintegration  of  the  white  corpuscles.  In  the 
present  case  it  is  the  tissues  outside  the  vessels  that  are  concerned,  and 
these,  as  we  have  seen,  are  damaged  as  a  necessary  condition  of  the 
inflammation. 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  fibrine  forms  usually  on  inflamed 
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surfaces,  and  rarely  in  the  sul)stance  of  the  inflamed  tissues  unless 
necrosis  has  occurred.  This  may  be.  set  alongside  the  fact  that  throm- 
bosis does  not  occur  in  the  capillaries  unless  they  have  undergone 
necrosis.  The  serous  spaces  in  the  tissues,  like  the  capillaries,  are  lined 
with  endothelium  ;  and  these  spaces,  l)eing  small,  the  white  corpuscles 
will  hardly  be  sufficiently  removed  from  the  endothelium  to  allow  of 
coagulation,  so  that  this  will  not  occur  unless  the  endothelitim  be  dead 
or  shed.  In  some  very  acute  inflammations  of  connective  tissues  (acute 
phlegmon)  there  is,  however,  not  uncommonly  a  fibrinous  exudation  in 
the  meshes  of  the  tissue,  forming  a  kind  of  fibrinous  oedema.  This  may 
be  seen  not  imcommonly  in  the  skin  in  erysipelas.  But  where  the 
exudation  occurs  on  a  surface  and  the  white  corpuscles  are  removed 
from  immediate  contact  with  the  endothelium,  then  many  of  them 
perish  and  coagulation  occurs. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  epithelium,  like  the 
endothelium,  seems  to  have  the  power,  and  perhaps  to  a  greater  extent, 
of  preventing  the  disintegration  of  the  white  corpuscles  and  the  forma- 
tion of  fibrine.  As  a  rule,  a  fibrinous  exudation  does  not  form  on  a 
mucous  membrane,  and  when  it  does  form  it  may  be  taken  for  granted 
that  the  epithehum  has  died  or  been  shed. 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  inflammatory  exudation  presents 
VARIOUS  CHARACTERS,  Under  different  circumstances,  even  apart  from 
the  question  of  coagulation.  In  some  cases  it  is  exceedingly  watery, 
partaking  chiefly  of  the  characters  of  an  ordinary  transudation.  This  will 
be  the  case  mainly  in  slight  inflammations,  and  in  those  occurring  in 
persons  whose  blood  is  watery.  For  instance,  the  inflammations  Avhich 
so  frequently  occur  in  Bright's  disease  have  usually  a  watery  exudation. 
In  such  cases  the  exudation-cells  will  be  also  small  in  number. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  inflammations  in  which  the  exudation-cells 
are  exceedingly  abundant,  so  abundant  that  the  inflammation  rapidly  as- 
sumes a  suppurative  character.  This  is  peculiarly  the  case  with  septic  in- 
flammations. For  instance,  in  septic  inflammation  of  joints  such  as  occurs 
in  pyeemia  we  have  the  exudation  rapidly  becoming  purulent,  the  pus 
corpuscles  having  all  the  characters  of  the  ordinary  exudation-cells, 
and  being  doubtless  white  blood  corpuscles.  It  ^all  be  observed  that 
these  suppurative  inflammations  are  severe  in  character,  and  presumably 
imply  serious  alteration  of  the  vessel-walls,  such  as  to  allow  of  the  enor- 
mous emigration  of  the  white  corpuscles  which  is  here  presupposed. 

It  may  further  be  said  regarding  inflammatory  exudations  that  they 
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VARY  considerably  according  to  their  site  and  other  relations.  We 
have  already  said  that  a  serous  exudation  may  flow  from  a  surface,  may 
accumulate  in  a  cavity,  or  may  lie  in  the  serous  spaces,  causing  oedema. 
We  shall  afterwards  see  that  the  serous  fluid  may  be  taken  up  by  cells. 
Again,  the  exudation  MAY  BE  MIXED  with  the  secretion  of  a  mucous- 
membrane  or  gland.    In  the  former  case  the  exudation  will  have  more 
or  less  of  the  characteiis  of  the  mucous  secretion,  variously  modified 
according  to  the  amount  of  the  constituents  ;  thus  we  may  have  a 
mucous,  sero-mucous,  muco-purulent  exudation,  and  in  these  exudations 
epithelium  cells,  ciliated  and  otherwise,  will  often  be  found.    In  the 
case  of  the  kidney,  the  exudation  is  to  be  found  mixed  with  the  urine, 
so  that  we  have  albuminuria. 

It  may  here  be  remarked  that  the  EXUDATION  PASSES  IN  THE  DIREC- 
TION OF  LEAST  RESISTANCE,  and  will  be  found  to  accumulate  or  escape 
where  it  best  can ;  thus  in  the  kidneys  it  passes  largely  into  the  urini- 
ferous  tubules,  in  the  lungs  it  occupies  the  air-vesicles,  in  the  connective 
tissue  it  fills  the  serous  spaces,  producing  oedema.  In  some  cases  the 
oedema  manifests  itself  mainly  where  the  tissue  is  loosest ;  for  instance, 
in  inflammations  of  the  larynx,  oedema  occurs  mainly  at  the  base  of  the 
epiglottis  and  the  aryteno-epiglottidean  folds,  giving  rise  to  so-called 
oedema  glottidis. 

We  have  still  to  consider  HOW  INFLAMMATORY  EXUDATIONS  ARE  DIS- 
POSED OF.  In  slight  cases  the  exudation  is  carried  off  by  the  lym- 
phatics, passing  by  that  route  back  into  the  circulation,  the  exudation-cells 
being  perhaps  partly  retained  by  the  lymphatic  glands.  In  more  severe 
cases,  and  especially  when  the  exudation  is  retained  in  cavities,  its  dis- 
posal is  more  difficult.  The  serous  fluid  will  rapidly  be  absorbed,  but 
the  fibrine  and  the  exudation-cells  where  these  are  so  abundant  as 
to  constitute  a  purulent  inflammation,  or  are,  entangled  in  the 
fibrine,  are  not  got  quit  of  so  easily.  Pus  corpuscles  readily  undergo 
fatty  degeneration,  and  we  shall  afterwards  see  that  structures  which 
have  undergone  this  change  by  and  hy  disintegrate,  and  the  fat  is 
absorbed.  Sometimes,  however,  the  fat  is  too  abundant,  or  the  con- 
•ditions  are  not  suitable  to  absorption,  in  which  case  the  pus  may  dry  in 
to  a  cheesy  mass,  which  may  afterwards  be  impregnated  with  lime-salts. 
Similarly  the  fibrine  may  disintegrate  and  be  absorbed,  or  dry  in  and 
become  calcareous. 
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III.  CHANGES  IN  THE  TISSUES  AND  THE  INFLAMMATORY  NEW- 
FORMATION. 

We  enter  here  on  a  somewhat  debatable  department,  especiall}- 
as  under  this  heading  will  be  included  the  subject  of  new-formation  in 
inflammation. 

It  is  undoubted  that  THE  TISSUES  in  inflammations  sometimes 
UNDERGO  RETROGRADE  CHANGES.  The  inflammation,  if  very  severe, 
may  kill  the  tissue,  but  short  of  that  there  are  certain  inflammations 
which  are  characterized  by  the  occurrence  of  fatty  degeneration  in  the 
cells  constituting  the  tissues.  It  may  be  said  that  in  severe  inflammations, 
and  probably  at  the  outset  of  all  acute  inflammations,  the  tissues  take 
no  active  part  in  the  processes,  and  if  aifected  in  their  structure 
at  all,  are  aff"ected  for  the  worse.  We  have  already  seen  that  inflam- 
mations paralyse  the  tissues.  But  it  may  be  presumed  that  Avhen  an 
inflammation  has  lasted  for  some  time  and  has  diminished  in  intensit}-, 
the  tissues  may  recover,  and  it  will  not  be  surprising  to  find  that  they 
undergo  changes  of  a  kind  diff"erent  from  the  retrograde  processes 
already  mentioned. 

This  leads  us  up  to  the  question  of  the  new-formation  of  tissue 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  many  inflammations.  It  may  here  be 
stated  that  two  views  are  held  as  to  the  origin  of  such  new-formations, 
the  one  being  that  the  formative  cells  are  the  white  blood  corpuscles, 
and  the  other  that  the  existing  tissues,  and  especially  the  connective 
tissues,  supply  the  formative  cells.  We  shall  first  mention  certain  facts 
connected  with  new-formation  and  afterwards  recur  to  this  disputed 
point  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  by  new-formation  is  meant  the  pro- 
duction of  a  properly  organized  tissue,  the  form  of  tissue  produced  being 
for  the  most  part  connective  tissue  containing  blood-vessels. 

A  granulating  wound,  with  the  resulting  cicatrix,  may  be 
taken  as  typical  of  the  inflammatory  new-formation,  and  by  considering 
the  occurrences  which  present  themselves  there,  Ave  shall  become 
acquainted  with  certain  facts  connected  with  the  subject.  Granulation- 
tissue  is  already  an  imperfectly  organized  but  highly  vascular  tissue. 
In  the  accompanying  woodcut  (Fig.  24)  the  injected  blood-vessels  of  a 
granulating  wound  are  shown,  and  the  degree  of  vascularity  may  be 

It  is  to  be  observed  in  the  first  place  that  in  order  to  the  production 

of  granulations,  the  INFLAMMATION  MUST  BE  OF  SOME  DURATION.     If  a 
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wound  close  M-ithin  the  first  few  days,  no  granulations  are  formed. 
The  damage  done  by  the  knife  in  inflicting  the  wound  produces  an 
inflammatorj'  exudation  in  the  form  of  a  glaze  of  fibrine  and  a  serous 


Fig.  24.— Vessels  of  a  granulating  wound  injected.  (Billroth.) 

discharge.  But  if  the  wound  be  protected  from  further  irritation  it 
will  not  produce  granulations  even  should  it  not  heal  by  the  first  inten- 
tion. Under  antiseptic  treatment,  if  the  wound  be  protected  from  car- 
bolic acid  vapour  and  other  sources  of  irritation,  granulations  do  not 
form.  Even  in  the  case  of  a  septic  wound,  after  the  preliminary  glazing 
of  the  surface,  there  is  what  surgeons  call  "  a  pause "  of  two  or  three 
days  before  the  granulations  appear.  There  is  in  this  case  a  pro- 
longation of  the  inflammation  for  several  days  before  the  occurrence 
of  new-formation.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  inflammation  must  not 
1)6  too  severe,  else  the  new-formation  will  not  occur.  Inflammations 
which  rapidly  pass  on  to  suppuration  are  not  accompanied  by  new-for- 
mation. Again,  in  order  to  new-formation  an  abundant  supply 
of  blood  is  necessary,  and  in  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  new-formation  of  blood-vessels  is  one  of  the  most  marked,  as  it  is 
frequently  the  earliest  visible  manifestation  of  this  process. 

A  granulating  wound  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  composed  simply  of 
round  cells  of  nearly  uniform  size.  But  on  more  careful  examination  it 
is  seen  that,  putting  out  of  view  the  blood-vessels  in  the  meantime,  it 
consists  of  TWO  KINDS  OF  CELLS  (see  Fig.  25),  The  one  kind  has  the 
size  and  general  appearance  of  the  white  blood  corpuscle,  and  gives  with 
acetic  acid  a  similar  reaction  (a  and  a^.  The  others  [h,  h)  are  about 
twice  as  large  as  these,  and  as  they  present  a  distinct  outline  and  possess 
an  oval  nucleus,  they  have  a  considerable  resemblance  to  epithelial  cells, 
and  are  hence  sometimes  called  epithelioid  cells.  These  cells  may  possess 
two  nuclei  (c).  Sometimes  there  are  still  larger  cells  with  multiple 
nuclei  (cj),  the  so-called  giant  cells,  but  these  are  not  uniformly  present. 
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and  may  be  left  out  of  sight  in  the  further  consideration  of  the  suljject. 
In  the  new-foiTnation  of  the  tissue  these  epithelioid  cells  are  mainly 
concerned,  in  so  much  that  Ziegler,  whose  observations  are  here  of  very 
great  value,  has  designated  them  formative  cells.   This  author  studied 


Fig.  25.— Granulation  cells.  «  and  a,  leucocytes ;  b,  h,  Yarious  formative  cells;  c,  for- 
mative cell  with  two  nuclei;  c^,  with  many  nuclei;  d,  d,  d,  Formative  cells  devoloping 
connective  tissue ;  e,  complete  connective  tissue.  x  500,  Picrocarmine  preparation. 
(Ziegler.) 

the  new-formation  of  tissue  by  introducing  under  the  skin  or  periosteum, 
or  into  the  peritoneum  of  animals,  two  pieces  of  glass  cemented  together 
in  such  a  way  that  there  was  free  access  between  them,  while  the 
distance  apart  was  no  more  than  a  fraction  of  a  line.  One  of  the  pieces 
of  glass  was  a  microscopic  cover  glass,  so  that  anything  between  the 
glasses  could  be  studied  under  the  microscope  afterwards.  These  foreign 
bodies  set  up  inflammation,  and  through  time  vascular  connective  tissue 
formed  around  them,  and  penetrated  between  the  plates  of  glass.  In 
these  ingenious  exi^eriments  the  formative  cells  did  not  appear  till  about 
the  fifth  day  after  the  occurrence  of  the  inflammation.  These  cells  are, 
like  pus  corpuscles,  contractile,  but  they  are  much  less  active,  and  we 
shall  see  immediately  that  they  subsequently  assume  the  characters  of 
fixed  cbIIs. 

By  and  by  these  formative  epithehoid  cells  elongate,  and  send'  out 
processes  (b,  b),  becoming  stellate  or  spindle-shaped.  After  a  time  the 
processes  grow  out  and  become,  with  a  certain  part  of  the  substance  of 
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the  cell,  converted  into  fine  fil^res  (d).  In  this  way  it  appears  the  fibres 
of  the  new-formed  connective  tissue  are  formed,  the  rest  of  the  proto- 
plasm of  the  cell  remaining  as  the  spindle-shaped,  fixed,  connective 
tissue  cell  (e).  The  fibrillse,  developed  out  of  neighl)ouring  cells,  com- 
mimicate,  and  thus  is  formed  the  complete  fibrillated  connective  tissue. 

This  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  is  necessarily  connected  with 
NEW-FORMATION  OF  BLOOD-VESSELS  (see  Fig.  26).    If  epithelioid  cells  are 


Fig.  26.— New-formation  of  blood-vessels  in  a  granulating  woiuid.    (After  Arnold.)" 

formed  in  advance  of  the  blood-vessels,  they  do  not  proceed  to  the  forma- 
tion of  tissue,  but  undergo  fatty  degeneration.  The  formation  of  the  blood- 
vessels always  occurs  in  connection  with  the  pre-existing  vessels,  usually 
the  capillaries,  and  by  a  process  of  budding  apparently.    An  elongated 
process  extends  out  from  the  wall  of  the  capillary.    It  meets  another 
process,  and  so  is  converted  into  an  arch. '  The  arch  and  buds  increase 
in  thickness,  and,  by  and  by,  a  tunnelling  of  them  begins,  and  they  are 
by  degrees  converted  into  vessels,  the  blood  passing  into  them.    It  has 
been  stated  by  some  that  in  the  formation  of  the  blood-vessels  from  the 
buds  and  arches,  the  tunnelling  takes  place  partly  by  a  conversion  of 
the  substance  of  the  solid  arch  or  bud  into  red  blood  corpuscles,  in  a 
manner  similar  to  what  occurs  in  the  original  formation  of  blood-A^essels 
in  the  embryo.    But  this  seems  to  be  doubtful,  and  the  probability  is 
that  no  such  new-formation  of  blood  corpuscles  takes  place.    The  vessels 
formed  are  at  first  mere  tubes,  and  the  demarcation  of  endothelial  plates 
seems  to  be  of  subsequent  occurrence.   The  new-formed  vessels  are  then 
regular  capillaries,  and  by  subsequent  changes  they  may  increase  in  size 
and  thickness,  and  take  on  the  characters  of  arteries  and  veins.    It  is 
marvellous  how  rapidly  such  new-fonnation  of  vessels  occurs  not  merely 
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in  inflammations,  but  also  in  the  formation  of  tumours,  and  we  may 
regard  this  as  consistent  with  the  wonderful  adaptability  which  we  have 
already  seen  the  vascular  system  to  show  to  the  needs  of  the  system. 

In  the  formation  of  the  permanent  tissue,  we  have  referred  to  the 
important  part  played  by  the  epithelioid  cells,  but  we  have  not  made 
any  reference  to  the  origin  of  these  formative  cells.  Their  origin 
is  a  matter  of  dispute.  Ziegler  asserts  that  they  arise  by  the  conjunction 
or  coalescence  of  the  exudation  cells,  or  leucocytes  from  the  Idood,  while 
others  assert  that  these  cells  which  have  to  do  with  the  actual  building 
up  of  tissue  have  their  origin  in  the  fixed  cells  of  the  tissues.  Many 
facts  may  be  adduced  in  favour  of  this  latter  view. 

We  have  already  seen  reason  to  beheve  that  in  the  early  stages  of 
inflammation  the  constituents  of  the  tissues  are  mostly  passive,  and,  if 
they  undergo  any  change,  it  is  in  the  direction  of  degeneration.  But 
when  the  tissues  have  had  time  to  recover,  it  is  not  inconceivable 
that,  being  by  the  exuded  fluid  supphed  with  additional  pabulum,  they 
should  undergo  nutritive  changes.  Even  in  some  forms  of  acute  in- 
flammation the  exuded  fluid  finds  its  way  into  the  cells.  In  paren- 
chymatous inflammation  of  the  kidneys  the  renal  epithehum  enlarges 
and  becomes  cloudy,  often  undergoing  degeneration  subsequently.  But 
if  the  inflammation  subside  to  some  extent,  the  epitheliiun  cells  may  be 
found  with  double  nuclei  and  showing  other  signs  of  genuination. 
From  the  researches  of  Klein  and  others  it  is  rendered  evident  that  in 
certain  inflammations  of  the  peritoneum  the  endothelium  shows  active 
germination,  and  as  a  result  of  such  active  processes  these  cells  may 
produce  amoeboid  leucocytes  which  are  not  to  be  distinguished  from 
white  blood  corpuscles.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  in  the  normal 
condition  the  endothelium  does  not  take  part  in  the  fomiation  of  the 
white  corpuscles. 

Looking  to  the  fact  that  the  connective  tissue  throughout  the  body 
is  so  intimately  related  to  the  lymphatic  system  we  may  possibly  find 
here  a  means  of  reconciling  divergent  views.  The  endothelium  cell  and 
the  connective-tissue  corpuscle  may  be  regarded  as  essentially  similai- 
structures.  We  have  reason  to  regard  the  serous  cavities  as  virtually 
the  same  as  the  serous  spaces  in  the  connective  tissue.  The  endothelium 
of  the  peritoneum  is  normally  beset  with  frequent  aggregates  of  round 
cells  which  may  be  regarded  as  lymphatic  folhcles,  and  similar  aggre- 
<rates  are  frequent  in  the  connective  tissues,  for  instance,  m  that  of  .the 
lung,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  Burdon  Sanderson  and  recently  con- 
firmed by  Arnold  (Virchow's  Archw,  vol.  80).    In  view  of  all  these 
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facts  we  may,  perhaps,  regard  the  connective  tissue  and  the  lymphatic 
system  as  a  single  system,  and  the  lymphatic  glands  as  simply  larger 
developments  corresponding  with  the  smaller  cellular  aggregates  which 
we  meet  with  throughout  the  connective  tissue.  In  this  view  the 
white  blood  corpuscles  themselves  would  be  connective  tissue  structures, 
and  have  their  seat  of  origin  not  only  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  spleen, 
and  bone  marrow,  but  in  all  parts  of  the  connective  tissue. 

At  least  we  may  say  that  in  inflammations,  when  they  have  become 
chronic  or  sub-acute,  the  connective  tissue  or  endothelium  produces 
amoeboid  cells  which  are  not  distinguishable  from  white  blood  corpuscles. 
The  epithehoid  cells  which  are  the  immediate  formative  agents  may 
take  origin  from  the  fixed  connective  tissue  cells  or  from  the  amoeboid 
ones,  and  there  is  nothing  inconsistent  in  the  view  that  they  may  also 
take  origin  in  white  blood  corpuscles. 

To  return  now  to  the  case  of  the  granulating  wound,  we  may  find  in 
a  section  of  it  appearances  confirmatory  of  what  has  been  said  above 
(see  Fig.  27).  In  its  superficial  layers  it  is 
composed  of  round  cells  many  of  which  have 
the  size  and  appearance  of  leucocytes,  while 
others  have  the  characters  of  epithelioid  cells. 
The  leucocytes  are  probably  in  great  part 
white  corpuscles  in  process  of  migration,  but 
they  may  also  be  to  some  extent  derived  from 
the  fixed  connective  tissue  of  the  part.  Some 
of  them  pass  to  the  surface  and  appear  in  the 
discharge  as  pus  corpuscles.  Others,  however, 
will  pass  into  the  lymph  spaces  or  even  into 
the  capillary  vessels,  and  in  either  case  resume 
their  position  as  white  blood  corpuscles.  As 
we  pass  deeper  in  the  granulating  wound  there 
are  evidences  of  the  changes  in  the  epithelioid 
cells  described  above.  We  find  parts  where 
large  spindle  cells  are  abundant,  forming 
sometimes  an  actual  spindle-cell  tissue.  Still 
deeper,  and  at  the  base  of  the  wound,  we  find  new-formed  connective 
tissue. 

Towards  its  base  the  granulating  wound  shows  a  striking  tendency 
to  contract,  and  we  may  account  for  this  in  two  ways  chiefly.  The 
leucocytes,  to  a  large  extent,  disappear  when  we  pass  a  short  distance 
beneath  the  surface ;  and  at  the  same  time  the  epithelioid  cells,  by  be- 


Fig.  27.  —  Semidiagi-ammatic 
section  of  a  granulating  wound. 
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coming  spindle-shaped  and  arranging  themselves  in  parallel  bundles^ 
occupy  less  space  than  before.  The  new-formed  connective  tissue  also 
shows  a  remarkable  tendency  to  draw  together,  becoming  more  compact 
and  drier.  This  shrinking  of  the  coimcctive  tissue  continues  long  after 
the  wound  has  healed,  the  cicatrix  tending  to  become  smaller  and  harder. 
By  the  contraction  at  the  base  of  the  wound  its  area  is  diminished 
as  a  whole.  The  blood-vessels  also  which  form  loops  passing  to  the 
surface  are  partially  constricted,  and  so  the  superficial  granulations  are 
less  supplied  with  blood.  We  may  suppose  that  another  consequence 
of  this  will  be  a  less  considerable  emigration  of  the  white  corpuscles 
from  the  vessels. 

We  have  still  to  consider  how  the  granulating  wound  becomes 
COVERED  WITH  EPITHELIUM.  This  process  is  one  which  it  is  rather 
difficult  to  observe,  apparently  because  the  ncAv-formed  epithelium  is 
very  delicate  and  transparent.  The  new  epithelium  ahvays  arises  from 
that  already  existing.  The  epithehal  cells  at  the  margin  of  the  wound 
enlarge  and  divide,  and  so  provide  fresh  cells  which  gradually  cover  the 
surface  and  assume  the  place  and  character  of  the  usual  flat  epitheUum. 
It  is  said  that  the  young  epithehum  sometimes  shows  even  a  slight 
amoeboid  movement.  The  formation  of  epithelium  sometimes  begins 
in  the  midst  of  the  wound,  but  this  only  happens  when  some  epithelial 
structures,  such  as  hair  follicles  or  sebaceous  glands,  have  escaped 
destruction  when  the  wound  was  made.  It  is  known  also  that  H^dng 
epithelium  may  be  transplanted  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another 
or  even  from  a  diff'erent  person,  men  grafting  is  perfonned  in  this 
way  the  epithelium  germinates  Hke  that  at  the  margin  and  covers  the 
neighbouring  granulations. 

The  processes  which  Ave  have  sketched  as  occurring  in  the  granu- 
lating wound  are  repeated  with  slight  modifications  IN  all  other 
INFLAMMATORY  NEW-EORMATIONS.  For  new-formation  to  occur  the 
inflammation  must  be  prolonged  for  some  time,  and  it  must  not  be  too 
severe  These  are  the  characters  of  chronic  inflammations,  and  it  is  ni 
connection  with  them  especially  that  we  have  new-formation  occurring. 
In  these  chronic  inflammations  we  have  a  tissue  comparable  to  granula- 
ting tissue,  consisting  essentially  of  round  cells,  but  in  which  when  the 
process  is  active  epitheHoid  cells  may  be  distinguished.  The  roimd  cells 
have  the  characters  of  leucocytes,  and  in  some  cases  they  pass  outwards 
from  the  tissues  and  form  pus.  In  most  cases,  however,  they  pass  mto 
the  lymphatics  and  disappear. 
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If  two  surfaces  in  the  condition  of  granulation  come  in  contact  they 
coalesce,  and  their  vessels  communicate  so  that  they  form  a  common 
layer.  In  that  case  when  the  inflammatory  tissue  develops  into  con- 
nective tissue  the  surfaces  will  be  united  by  a  permanent  vascular 
connective  tissue.  In  this  way  the  flaps  of  a  stump  unite  after  granu- 
lating, and  thus  also  permanent  adhesion  of  the  pleura  and  of  the 
peiicardium  is  often  brought  about. 

It  should  be  noticed  that  the  inflammatory  new-formation  does  not 
always  develop  into  connective  tissue,  but  that  it  may  produce  other 

FORMS  OF  THE  CONNECTIVE-TISSUE  SERIES,  AS  BONE  AND  CARTILAGE. 

A  chronic  inflammation  of  the  periosteum  results  in  considerable  new- 
formation  of  bone,  in  which  the  formative  cells  take  part.  The  forma- 
tion of  callus  round  a  broken  bone  is  an  instance  of  this.  Then 
cartilage  is  sometimes  formed  in  connection  with  inflammations,  though 
much  less  frequently.  The  callus  formed  after  fractures  in  the  lower 
animals  has  often  cartilage  in  it,  and  it  may  be  so  also  in  man. 

Of  considerable  importance  is  the  NEW-FORMATION  of  tissue  AROUND 
FOREIGN  BODIES.  If  a  foreign  body  be  introduced  among  the  living 
tissues,  if  not  very  virulent  in  its  own  nature,  it  sets  up  a  mild  chronic 
mflammation,  with  the  result  of  producing  a  vascular  rudimentary 
tissue  hke  granulations.  If  the  foreign  body  be  permeable  by  this 
tissue  then  the  granulations  will  grow  into  it  and,  as  it  were,  devour  it, 
replacing  it  first  by  their  own  rudimentary  tissue,  which  afterwards  gives 
place  to  connective  tissue.  As  this  connective  tissue  is  comparatively 
small  in  bulk,  and  tends  to  contract  more  and  more,  the  result  of  the 
whole  process  is  an  absorption  of  the  foreign  substance  and  the  gradual 
disappearance  of  all  trace  both  of  it  and  of  the  tissue  which  has  replaced 
It.  But  if  the  foreign  body  is  not  permeable,  then  the  inflammation 
results  in  the  production  of  a  layer  of  connective  tissue  around  it,  and 
so  the  body  becomes  encapsuled. 

Many  instances  of  this  might  be  given.  If  a  piece  of  dead  animal  tissue 
be  mtroduced  into  the  body,  as,  for  instance,  a  piece  of  liver  previously 
har,lened  in  chromic  acid  solution,  or  a  piece  of  prepared  catgTit 
usejd  to  ligature  a  vessel,  then  the  dead  tissue  is  first  replaced  by  rudi- 
mentaiy  tissue  which  gradually  shrinks  away.  If  a  piece  of  the  tissue 
ot  the  body  dies,  and  if  severe  inflammation  is  kept  off;  then  its  replace- 
hal  /  ,7<^^7«^tary  tissue  and  absorption  occur.  In  fractures  of 
oones  It  of  ten  happens  that  a  piece  is  entirely  separated  and  dies.  Such 
a  piece  of  bone  may  Ke  exposed  in  the  wound  in  a  compound  fracture 
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and  it  has  freciuently  hem  seen  how  it  has  heen  eaten  into  by  t]ut 
granulations  and  al)sorl)ed  l)y  them. 

This  tendency  has  been  recently  taken  advantage  of  in  a  vei-y 
ingenious  manner  by  Hamilton  of  Aberdeen  in  the  treatment  of  wounds. 
He  finds  that  a  piece  of  sponge  decalcified  and  placed  on  a  granulating 
wound,  becomes  filled  with  granulations  and  replaced  by  them.  By 
this  means  it  is  possil^le  to  encourage  the  growth  of  granulations  and 
get  them  to  fill  spaces,  etc.    This  process  has  been  named  sponge- 

GRAFTING. 

The  encapsuhng  of  foreign  bodies  is  frequently  seen.  A  parasite 
such  as  the  trichina  or  echinococcus  obtains  a  connective  tissue 
capsule.  Dead  material  in  the  body  which  is  not  permeable  by  the 
granulations  is  similarly  treated,  such  as  dried-in  inflammatory  products, 
which  have  formed  first  a  caseous  and  then  a  calcareous  mass.  We 
frequently  find  such  calcareous  material  surrounded  by  a  fibrous  capside 
in  the  lungs  and  elsewhere. 

XV.  INDIVIDUAL  FORMS  OF  INFLAMMATION. 

We  have  already  seen  that  all  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  which 
we  have  been  studying  are  not  always  present  in  the  same  case,  and 
that  they  exist  in  varying  proportions  in  different  cases.  The  varia- 
tions in  this  regard  have  been  already  to  some  extent  indicated,  but  it 
may  be  well  briefly  to  refer  to  some  of  them  here.  _ 

In  almost  all  cases  of  inflammation  hyperemia  occurs,  even  m  the 
more  chronic.  Some  slight  inflammations  of  an  acute  character  show 
little  beyond  hyfer^mia.  The  redness  of  the  skin  produced  bj^^  ex- 
posure to  the  sun  in  a  single  day  in  summer  is  an  instance  of  thi... 
Doubtless  there  is  along  with  the  hypercemia  increased  transudation 
through  the  vessels,  and  the  subsequent  desquamation  of  the  epidernai 
.shows  that  it  has  been  damaged  and  in  fact  partly  killed.  It  is  similai 
with  the  cutaneous  rashes  in  scarlet  fever  and  measles. 

There  is  probably  more  or  less  exudation  m  all  inflammations. 
The  fluid  constituents  of  the  blood  permeate  the  tissues  and  we  fre- 
,.ently  find  them  — ^  el—  ^  ^ 

sign  of  inflammation.    These  cells  are  found  permeating  the  ne 
generally  in  acute  inflammations,  but  they  are  ^^y^''}^^^^ 
the  chronic  forms,  and  in  that  case  they  are  associated  with  the  - 
0  motion  of  tissue.    In  very  acute  inflammations  they  may  be  produo.l 
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in  such  alnindance  as  to  break  up  the  tissue  and  come  together  to  form 
au  ABSCESS.  In  the  formation  of  an  abscess  there  is  nearly  always 
some  destruction  of  tissue,  not  necessarily  the  death  of  considerable 
pieces  of  tissue  so  as  to  form  sloughs,  but  the  molecular  disintegration 
of  the  tissue  which  breaks  down  before  the  crowding  leucocytes.  These 
two  circumstances,  namely  the  great  exudation  of  leucocytes  and  the 
necrosis  of  the  tissue,  imply  that  the  irritant  is  a  very  severe  one.  In  a 
large  proportion  of  cases  the  irritant  is  of  a  septic  nature,  and  we  know 
that  abscesses  most  frequently  form  in  connection  with  septic  wounds, 
etc.  It  may  be  said  then  that  where  Ave  find  leucocytes  in  abnormal 
numljers  in  a  part  we  conclude  that  inflammation  has  heen  present, 
and  if  they  be  in  very  extraordinary  numl^ers  we  infer  that  the  inflam- 
mation has  been  very  acute. 

There  are  some  cases  which  warrant  the  application  of  the  term  infec- 
tive INFLAMMATION.  This  term  infective  is  to  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  infectious,  which  involves  the  idea  of  a  disease  communicable  from 
one  person  to  another.  By  infective  is  meant  a  morbid  condition  which 
has  a  tendency  to  spread  from  its  original  seat  to  parts  around  or  at  a 
distance.  An  inflammation  is  infective  when  it  is  what  is  called 
"  spreading,"  and  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  in  these  cases  the  products  of  in- 
flammation contain  some  irritating  or  phlogogenic  material.  The  pro- 
ducts of  ordinary  inflammations  are  not  infective,  and  inflammations  are 
not  naturally  "spreading."  When  an  inflammation  has  the  infective 
characters  there  are  always  bacteria  present  in  its  products,  and  we 
may  presume  that  these  are  related  to  this  peculiarit}^ 

The  term  PHLEGMONOUS  INFLAMMATION  is  used  to  designate  an  acute 
inflammation  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  body,  u.sually  that  beneath 
the  skin.  The  inflammation  is  nearly  always  due  to  some  specific 
infective  material,  as  in  erysipelas.  There  is  rapid  development  of 
redness  and  cedematous  swelling  of  the  tissue,  generally  going  on  to 
suppuration,  and  frequently  with  some  necrosis,  evidenced  by  the  forma- 
tion of  sloughs. 

Sometimes  an  inflammation  of  a  surface  is  associated  with  progres- 
sive destruction  of  tissue  called  ULCERATION.  This  means  that  the 
vitality  of  the  tissue  is  being  gradually  destroyed  and  the  structure 
breaking  down,  the  process  being  well  expressed  by  the  designation 
molecular  necrosis.  Now,  in  order  to  this  the  presence  of  some  veiy 
vmilent  irritant  is  necessary.  Probably  it  does  not  occur  except  under 
the  action  of  very  specific  forms  of  irritation,  such  as  we  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  studying  afterwards.    Sometimes  the  ulceration  pro- 
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gresses  very  rapidly,  so  that  consideraljle  slougliing  may  coml>ine  with 
the  molecular  necrosis.  Ulcers  of  this  kind  are  sometimes  called 
I'HAGED.ENIC.  The  irritation  may  be  so  intense  and  the  necrosis  so 
rapid  that  there  is  no  time  for  much  exudation  of  leucocytes.  As 
a  rule,  however,  profuse  suppuration  exists  along  with  ulceration,  the 
intense  irritation  inducing  a  very  abundant  emigration  of  leucocytes. 

Again,  an  acute  inflamraation  sometimes  produces  degeneration 
of  tissues  in  a  more  pronounced  manner  than  usual.  This  applies 
especially  to  cases  in  which  the  parenchyma  of  organs  is  engaged,  as- 
in  inflammations  of  the  kidney  where  the  renal  epithelmm  is  specially 
involved  We  have  already  seen  that  the  inflammation  produces 
cloudy  swelling  in  this  case,  and  this  readily  goes  on  to  fatty  degene- 
ration Fatty  degeneration  is  also  manifested  in  inflammations  of  the 
brain,  where  it  is  sometimes  almost  the  only  evidence  post  mortem 
of  the  existence  of  inflammation.  ^ 

We  have  already  adduced  a  sufficient  number  of  instances  of  NEW- 
FORMATION  in  inflammation.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  all  such  new- 
formations  have  a  striking  tendency  to  contract  and  form  a  very  dense 
connective  tissue.  When  chronic  inflammation  exists  in  an  organ  such 
as  the  liver  or  kidney,  this  contraction  frequently  gives  rise  to  consider- 
able contortion  of  the  normal  tissue,  which  is  often  the  seat  of  degener- 
ation. The  tissue,  by  the  presence  of  the  new-formed  connective  tissue, 
is  pressed  on,  and,  after  degeneration,  is  absorbed.  In  this  connection, 
we  may  speak  of  indurative  inflammations,  the  structures  being 
rendered  hard  by  the  dense  contracting  connective  tissue. 
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NDER  this  designation  are  included  a  number  of  conditions,  all  of 


^  Avhich  imply  a  degradation  of  the  nutritive  processes  in  the  tissues. 
As  the  cells  are  concerned  in  the  nutrition  of  the  tissues,  it  is  for  the 
most  part  these  which  are  at  fault,  although  it  may  be  that  in  some 
cases  the  most  manifest  visible  changes  are  not  in  them.  The  most  ex- 
treme case  is,  of  course,  where  the  nutrition  ceases  altogether,  and  the 
structure  dies.  Short  of  that,  we  have  various  forms  of  change  manifest- 
ing themselves.  Thus  there  is  a  simple  diminution  of  the  vitality,  and 
the  stmctures  dwindle.  Again,  the  chemical  constituents  of  the  struc- 
tures change,  splitting  up,  it  may  be,  into  more  elementary  principles. 
Or  the  tissues  are  unable  to  prevent  the  deposition  in  them  of  extrane- 
ous material,  which  is  thus  infiltrated  into  them.  These  last  are  called 
infiltrations,  whereas  the  conditions  in  which  there  is  a  degradation  of  the 
normal  constituents  into  lower  chemical  substances  are  designated 
degenerations. 


Under  the  designation  necrosis  are  included  conditions  in  which 
the  vitality  of  portions  of  the  tissues  entirely  ceases ;  there  is  a  local 
death.  We  have  here  to  consider  the  conditions  under  which  necrosis 
occurs,  the  appearances  of  and  changes  in  the  dead  portions  of  tissue, 
and  the  effects  on  neighbouring  parts  and  on  the  organism  as  a  whole. 

Causes  of  Necrosis.— -The  vitality  of  a  part  Avill  be  lost  (1)  if  it  be 
deprived  of  its  supply  of  nutriment  by  interference  with  the  circulation 
or  (2)  if  by 

some  deleterious  agent,  or  otherwise,  the  constituent  ele- 
ments, the  cells,  are  so  interfered  with  that  they  cannot  carry  on  the 
vital  processes.    It  is  obvious  that  under  varying  circumstances  the 
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tissiies  will  have  cliffei-cnt  powers  of  resistance,  and  that  tlie  tissues 
differ  among  themselves  in  this  respect.  The  tissues  of  an  old  pers(ni 
will  lie  less  able  to  survive  the  attacks  of  certain  agents  than  those 
of  a  young  person,  and  any  preceding  degradation  of  a  tissue,  from 
whatever  cause,  will  render  it  more  susceptible  to  necrosis. 

Interference  with  the  circulation  causes  necrosis,  and  here 
it  is  the  capillary  circulation  we  have  to  do  with.  If  a  tissue  he 
of  normal  vigour,  there  must  he  complete  stasis  in  the  capillaries  before 
necrosis  occurs ;  any  sur\-ival  of  the  circulation  in  these  vessels,  how- 
ever small,  is  sufficient  to  enable  the  capillaries  and  surrounding  tissues 
to  live  on.  We  have  already  seen  that  obstruction  of  AN  END- artery, 
by  embolism  or  otherwise,  leads  to  this  stasis  in  the  capillaiies  and 
resulting  necrosis  of  the  tissues.  A  complete  obstruction  of  the  veins 
mil  have  the  same  effect,  l)ut  they  anastomose  so  completely  that  this 
can  occur  but  rarely.  It  does  occur  approximately  Avhen  a  piece  of 
intestine  is  incarcerated  in  a  sac  with  a  narrow  neck,  and  we  know  that 
under  these  circumstances  gangrene  is  very  liable  to  occur.  Even  ex- 
tensive thrombosis,  especially  when  other  conditions  such  as  Aveakness 
of  the  heart  conspire,  may  lead  to  gangrene,  as  in  fevers. 

The  obstruction  of  the  capillaries  may  be  directly  produced.  If  a 
cavity  approaches  the  surface  of  a  lung,  it  may  undermine  the  pleura, 
and,  by  obstructing  the  capillaries,  cause  a  slough  to  form.  Yerx 
often  adhesion  of  the  two  layers  of  the  pleura  occurs,  and  vessels  pass 
from  the  parietal  to  the  pulmonary  layer  and  nourish  it;  but  where  such 
adhesion  does  not  take  place  there  is  frequently  sloughing,  and  pneumo- 
thorax mav  result  from  the  partial  separation  of  the  slough.  Simdarly, 
an  ulcer  oi  the  intestine  may  undermine  the  peritoneal  coat,  and  so 
cause  sloughing  and  perforation.  _ 

Less  directly,  weakness  of  the  heart  may  so  far  mtertere  with 
the  cii-culation  in  the  capillaries,  especially  of  distant  and  dependent 
parts,  as  to  contrilmte  to  necrosis.  It  is  obvious  that  this  cause  alone 
can  never  produce  necrosis,  but  we  shall  see  afterwards  that  it  is  a 
powerful  predisposing  cause. 

Turning  next  to  cases  where  the  necrosis  is  due  to  a  direct  action 
ON  THE  tissues,  it  may  be  said  that  the  vitality  of  the  cells  of  a  tissue 
may  be  compromised  by  chemical  agents  acting  on  them,  by  direct  trau- 
Jtic  agents'  or  by  excessively  high  or  low  temperature  The  chemic^^^^^ 
products  of  putrid  decomposition  are  often  pecuharly  virulent.  A^  e 
have  already  seen  that  they  frequently  cause  the  most  intense  mflaiu- 
mation  ami  the  inflammation  is  commonly  accompamed  by  necrosis.  In 
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fact,  the  infective  inflammations,  such  as  those  of  pyaemia,  are,  for  the 
most  part,  necrotic.  A\Tien,  in  pyaemia,  ulcerative  endocarditis,  etc., 
l>acteria  exist  alive  in  the  body,  and  form  colonies  in  places  to  which 
thev  are  carried,  they  produce  necrosis  of  the  immediately  surrounding- 
tissues,  not  probably  by  their  direct  action,  but  by  that  of  their  products. 
We  knoAv  also  that  decomposing  urine  in  the  tissues  produces  the  most 
intense  inflammation,  generally  along  with  extensive  sloughing.  It  is 
obvious  that  direct  traumatic  injuries  may  destroy  the  vitality  of  the 
tissues,  either  directly  or  else  by  interfering  with  the  suj)ply  of  blood. 
In  cases  of  traumatic  necrosis  it  is  probable  that,  besides  killing  the 
tissues,  the  agent  will  so  far  interfere  with  surrounding  parts  as  to 
induce  inflammation.  In  fact,  it  can  hardly  fail  to  be  seen  that  there  is 
commonly  a  close  connection  between  the  causes  of  necrosis  and  those 
of  inflammation.  Excessive  HEAT  or  COLD  is  a  cause  of  necrosis,  the 
vitality  of  the  cells  being  destroyed  by  excessively  low  or  high  tempera- 
tures. A  very  short  immersion  of  a  living  part  in  water  heated  to  1 30° 
to  136°  F.,  or  in  a  freezing  mixture  reduced  to  4°  to  0°  F.,  suffices  to 
kill  it.  If  the  temperature  be  slightly  less  extreme,  a  short  immersion 
produces  a  violent  inflammation,  and  a  long  immersion  may  still  result 
in  necrosis. 

There  are  certain  forms  of  necrosis  still  to  be  considered  that  dejjend 
on  causes  which  cannot  be  absolutely  brought  under  one  or  other  of  the 
categories  already  mentioned.  One  of  the  most  interesting  of  these  is 
SENILE  GANGRENE.  It  is  known  that  in  certain  cases  a  slight  injury  to 
the  toe,  such  as  cutting  a  nail  too  deeply  or  tearing  off  of  a  rag- 
nail,  may  lead  to  a  necrosis  which  spreads  from  the  seat  of  origin  to  the 
foot,  or  even  to  the  lower  part  of  the  leg.  Such  a  trivial  injury  in  a 
healthy  person  would  lead  at  most  to  a  trifling  inflammation,  but  in 
these  old  persons  gangrene  is  the  result.  The  explanation  is  that,  to 
begin  Avith,  the  circulation  is  so  seriously  interfered  with  that  the 
tissues  are  already,  as  it  were,  half  dead,  and  a  very  slight  cause  suffices 
to  suspend  their  vitality  altogether.  In  addition  to  weakness  of  the 
heart,  there  is  in  these  cases  always  atheroma  of  the  arteries,  and  some- 
times even  thrombosis  on  the  atheromatous  patches.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  weakness  of  the  tissues  Avhich  may  be  presumed  to  exist  in 
old  age. 

Of  somewhat  similar  significance  is  the  softening  OF  THE  brain 
which  often  occurs  in  old  people  from  simple  atheroma  of  the  arteries, 
even  without  thrombosis.  In  a  healthy  person  complete  obstruction  of 
an  artery  is  necessary  in  order  to  softening  of  the  brain  substance, 
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l)Ut  in  old  persons  the  mere  lessening  of  the  calibre  of  an  artery 
hy  an  atheromatous  patch  is  often  sufficient  to  cause  softening.  These 
softenings  are  very  often  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  and  lead  as  much 
to  weakness  of  the  mind,  etc.,  as  to  motor  paralysis,  whereas  the  softenings 
from  embolism  are  much  more  frequently  central,  and  lead  to  more 
definite  loss  of  motion. 

In  former  days  there  used  to  be  epidemics  of  what  is  now  recognised 
as  ERGOTISM  from  eating  bread  made  of  grain  mixed  with  ergot  of  rye. 
In  these  epidemics  the  symptoms  frequently  culminated  in  gangrene, 
usually  beginning  in  the  toes,  but  extending  thence,  and  sometimes 
attacking  the  ears,  nose,  etc.  The  gangrene  is  usually  accounted  for  by  the 
anemia  due  to  the  spasmodic  contraction  of  the  arteries  from  the  action 
of  the  ergot.  This  explanation  has  been  doubted,  and  the  anaesthesia 
which  is  a  concurrent  symptom  has  been  adduced  as  the  cause.  Possibly 
the  interference  with  the  circulation,  the  directly  poisonous  action  of  the 
agent,  and  the  exposure  to  injury  to  which  a  part  devoid  of  sensation  is 
liable,  may  all  have  to  do  with  the  occurrence  of  the  gangrene. 

In  HOSPITAL  GANGRENE  there  is  a  progressive  necrosis  of  the  tissue, 
beginning  usually  in  a  granulating  wound,  and  resulting  either  in  con- 
siderable sloughing  or  molecular  necrosis.  The  gangrene  travels  mostly 
along  the  loose  connective  tissue,  and  so  may  undermine  the  skin,  or 
isolate  muscles  or  blood-vessels.  '  The  disease  is  due  to  a  specific  virus, 
which  spreads  in  the  spaces  of  the  loose  connective  tissue. 

Changes  in  the  dead  tissue.  When  a  tissue  dies  in  the  h^dng 
body  there  is,  at  first,  no  obvious  change  in  its  anatomical  characters  by 
which  it  could  be  distinguished  after  death  from  that  which  has 
survived.  But  the  dead  tissue  is  liable  to  undergo  changes,  chiefly 
chemical,  by  which  its  structure  is  altered,  and  it  becomes  obviously 
different' from  the  remaining  tissue.  The  diff"erent  forms  of  necrosis, 
indeed,  have  been  divided  according  to  the  character  of  the  changes 
assumed  by  the  dead  tissue.  It  mil  be  understood  that,  in  the  case  of 
external  parts,  ordinary  putrefactive  decomposition  will  often  occur  and 
dominate  all  other  changes,  so  that  it  is  chiefly  in  internal  parts  that  we 
find  those  which  occur  independently  of  decomposition. 

1  Coagulation  necrosis  is  a  term  which  has  recently  come  into  use 
to  designate  a  condition  described  very  fully  by  Weigert  (Virchqw's 
Archiv,  vol.  79).  The  process  is  to  be  compared  with  the  coagulation 
of  the  blood,  the  coagulated  tissue  being  equivalent  to  the  fibrine.  In 
fact  the  formation  of  a  thrombus  is  a  kind  of  coagulation  necrosis 
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implying  the  death  of  leucocytes,  and  the  formation  of  a  dead  structure, 
the  fibrine. 

AVe  have  already  seen  that  the  coagulation  of  the  blood  is  related  to 
the  death  of  white  blood  corpuscles.  In  dying  these  cells  set  free  the 
paraglobulin,  which  is  one  of  the  principles  that  go  to  form  fibrine. 
Now^'the  active  cells  of  the  tissues  generally  contain  paraglobulin,  and  if 
the  fibrinogenetic  substance  be  present,  as  it  is  present  in  the  lymphatic 
fiiiid  which  bathes  the  tissues,  then  coagulation  may  take  place  if  the 
cells  die  and  yield  their  paraglobulin  and  ferment.  In  order  to  this 
coagulation  the  tissue  must  be  a  very  cellular  one,  and  an  abundant 
supply  of  fluid  containing  the  fibrinogenetic  substance  must  be  present. 

We  meet  with  this  change,  chiefly  in  cases  where  death  has  occurred 
suddenly,  in  a  limited  pieCe  of  tissue,  while  the  parts  around  remain 
vigorous.  It  is  seen  very  typically  in  many  cases  as  a  result  of  embol- 
ism ;  the  EMBOLIC  INFARCTION  owes  its  dense  character  largely  to  the 
coagidation  of  the  tissue.  Sometimes  this  occurs  without  much  haemor- 
rhage, and,  in  the  kidney  for  instance,  we  often  find  a  pale  wedge-shaped 
infarction  of  almost  cheesy  consistence.  But  even  when  there  is 
heemorrhage  the  tissue  is  commonly  coagulated  as  well. 

Another  example  is  sometimes  afforded  by  MUSCLE  which  undergoes 
a  change  to  which  the  name  COLLOID  DEGENERATION  is  sometimes 


Fig.  28. —Coagulation  necrosis  or  hyaline  degeneration  of  muscle.  X75 


given,  but  which  is  perhaps  better  called  waxy  or  HYALINE  degenera- 
tion.   In  typhoid  fever,  and,  to  a  less  extent,  in  acute  tuberculosis, 
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.scarlet  fever,  small-pox,  etc.,  this  peculiar  change  is  fretjuently  observed 
in  the  muscles,  chiefly  tlie  adductors  of  the  arms,  the  rectus  abdominis, 
diaphragm,  etc.  To  the  naked  eye  a  portion  of  the  muscle  is  seen  to 
be  pale  and  glassy-like,  reseml)ling  the  flesh  of  uncooked  fish.  This 
occurs  in  patches,  and  where  thus  affected  the  muscle  appears  to  be  more 
brittle,  haemorrhages  sometimes  occurring  in  the  patches.  Under  the 
microscope,  the  primary  change  is  seen  to  be  a  disappearance  of  the  trans- 
verse stritB,  and  a  greatly  increased  transparency  of  the  muscular  fibi-e. 
Fibres  affected  in  this  way  may  be  seen  close  beside  unaffected  ones. 
The  affected  fibre  is  obviously  unduly  brittle,  having  a  tendency  to 
break  transversely,  and  to  cnmible  (see  Fig.  28).  By  this  process  it 
often  happens  that  an  oval  piece  of  degenerated  fibre  gets  isolated,  the 
two  tapering  ends  being  irregularly  crumbled  (see  Fig.  29)  while  the 


Fig.  29.— A  coagvilated  clump  of  muscle  more  liiglily  magnified.  The  sarcolemma  .surrounds  it. 
drawing  together  at  the  ends,    x  3.50. 

sarcolemma  collapses  on  the  ends  of  the  oval  piece.  A  similar  glassj- 
transformation  occurs  in  the  unstriated  muscle  in  the  acute  diseases 
mentioned. 

A  somewhat  similar  condition  is  occasionally  seen  in  paralyzed 
muscles,  where  it  may  exist  side  by  side  ^vith  ordinary  atrophy  and 
fatty  infiltration.  It  has  also  been  produced  artificially  in  living 
animals  by  freezing  the  muscles. 

The  process  here  is  a  coagulation  of  the  contractile  substance.  This 
coagulation  may  even  be  brought  about  in  the  muscles  after  death  if 
they  be  injured  before  the  occurrence  of  the  cadaveric  rigidity,  which 
may  he  regarded  as  the  expression  of  the  normal  post-mortem  coagula- 
tion of  the  sarcocele.  In  the  case  of  typhoid  fever  it  may  be  supposed 
that  there  is  a  premature  death  of  individual  muscular  fibres,  induced 
by  the  phenomena  of  the  disease,  and,  perhaps,  assisted  hy  traumatic 
causes. 

Another  example  of  coagulation  necrosis  is  afforded  by  diphtheria. 
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In  this  disease  the  exudation  which  appears  on  the  fauces  is,  indeed  in 
part  a  true  fibrinous  exudation,  but  it  is  also  in  part  composed  oi  the 
coagidatod  superficial  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

The  TUBE  CASTS  of  the  kidney  are  also,  to  some  extent,  the  result 
of  coagulation  of  the  epithelium  of  the  uriniferous  tubules,  the  death  of 
the  eptthelium  occurring  in  connection  with  inflammation  of  the  organ. 

In  all  cases  of  coagulation  necrosis  the  tissue  becomes  more  firm  and 
solid.  Sometimes  the  coagulum  assumes  a  fibrillated  character,  but 
perhaps  more  frequentl}'  it  is  homogeneous,  the  structure  of  which 
the  tissue  is  composed  being  obscured. 

It  is  characteristic  of  the  process  that  the  nuclei  of  the  cells  become 
obscured  and  are  no  longer  lirough^  into  view  b}-  staining  the  tissue. 


Fig.  30.— Formation  of  a  pyajmic  iibscess  in  tlie  kidney.  Section  stained  witli  aniline 
brown.  The  necrosed  portion  a  show.s  no  .structure  and  is  not  stained.  The  sun-ounding 
inflamed  area  (6,  h,  b)  is  deeply  stained. 


Kefcrring  back  to  the  formation  of  the  white  thrombus  (p.  27)  it  will 
be  remembered  that  the  disappearance  of  the  nucleus  is  there  a  char- 
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iicteristic  occurrence,  and  in  coagulation  necrosis  it  may  be  regarded  ae| 
of  similar  significance,  implying  the  death  of  the  cell.  This  peculiarity 
may  be  used  to  distinguish  the  existence  of  this  process.  If  we  stain 
section  of  a  tissue,  as  in  the  accompanying  figure  (Fig.  30),  and  fine 
that  a  i)iece  shows  no  nuclei,  we  may  infer  that  necrosis  has  occurred. 

2.  Caseous  necrosis  is  a  condition  in  many  respects  analogous  tol 
coagulation  necrosis.  We  have  seen  that  the  latter  is  an  acute  process, 
i)ut  caseous  necrosis  mostly  occurs  when  the  loss  of  vitality  is  brought 
iibout  more  gradually.  It  is  met  with  mostly  in  tuberculosis  and  syphilis, 
and  in  both  of  these  we  have  a  specific  virus  acting  on  the  tissues.  It 
may  be  a  question  how  far  the  death  of  the  tissue  is  due  to  the  action 
of  the  virus  or  to  the  obstruction  of  the  circulation.  This  form  of 
necrosis  also  occurs  occasionally  in  tumours  and  inflammatory  products. 

The  structures  involved  are  cells,  and  so  we  have  material  for  the 
resulting  coagulum.  But  before  the  actual  necrosis  fatty  degeneration 
occurs  in  the  cells,  so  that  the  coagulum  is  furnished  with  fine  fat 
granules  which  give  a  very  opaque  appearance  to  it.  To  the  naked  eye 
the  density  of  the  tissue  with  its  opaque  appearance  is  suggestive  of 
cheese,  and  hence  the  name.  Under  the  microscope  the  necrosed  tissue 
presents  the  same  obscuration  of  the  nucleus  as  we  find  in  coagidatioji 
necrosis,  but  in  addition  all  details  of  structure  are  completely  ob- 
.scured  by  the  general  opaque  granular  appearance  presented  by  the 
caseous  material.  In  fact,  this  general  granular  opacity  frequently 
renders  the  original  constitution  of  a  structure  exceedingly  obscure. 

3.  Desiccation  and  mummification  is  a  simpler  process  than  those 
we  have  been  considering.  The  part  dies,  and  instead  of  coagulating  it 
simply  dries  in  and  shrivels.  An  example  of  this  on  the  large  scale  is 
afforded  by  some  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  AA^here  the  mother 
survives  the  death  of  the  foetus.  The  latter  may  remain  for  years  in 
the  abdomen,  simply  drying  up.  VirchoAv  found  muscle,  connective 
tissue,  and  vessels  still  quite  recognizable  after  twenty  years.  In  twin 
pregnancy,  also,  one  of  the  fretuses  may  die  at  an  early  period,  and  be 
l)orn  as  a  flattened  shrivelled  object  Avith  that  Avhich  reached  the  full 
time.  It  Avill  be  obvious  that  cases  of  caseous  metamorphosis  and 
coagulation  necrosis  may  be  brought  under  this  heading,  the  resulting 
material  having  often  a  tendency  to  dry  and  contract.  Calcareous 
infiltration  frequently  overtakes  such  structures  finally  if  they  are  not 
absorbed  by  the  processes  to  be  presently  considered. 

But  under  certain,  circumstances  an  external  part  also  undergoes 
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desiccation,  and  the  condition  is  called  DRY  gangrene  or  mummification. 
In  some  cases  the  drying-in  will  be  facilitated  by  the  part  being  at  the 
time  of  death  deficient  in  moisture,  as  where  the  gangrene  has  resulte.i 
from  embohsm  or  in  senile  gangrene.  It  will  not  probably  occur  if 
thea-e  has  been  much  coincident  inflammation.  The  part  undergoes  a 
o  vadual  deepening  of  colour ;  at  first  merely  livid,  it  passes  on  into 
purple,  deep  blue,  and  even  black.  This  is  due  to  the  blood-colounng 
matter  being  dissolved  out  and  staining  the  tissues  which  deepen  m 
,  olour  as  the  pigment  becomes  concentrated  by  drying.  The  cuticle  by 
and  by  gets  raised  by  red  fluid  accumulating  beneath  it,  and  when  it 
lias  separated  evaporation  goes  on  more  rapidly,  and  the  piece  of  tissue 
\\  ithers,  shrinks,  and  is  converted  into  a  hard  black  mass  often  with  a 
mouldy'  smell.  In  the  case  of  dry  gangrene  the  deficiency  of  fluid 
prevents  the  agents  of  decomposition  obtaining  a  proper  nidus. 

4.  Softening  or  colliquification  is  seen  typically  in  those 
necroses  of  the  brain  substance  which  are  so  frequent  in  connection 
wdth  embohsm.  The  breaking  down  of  the  brain  substance  is  accom- 
panied by  fatty  degeneration,  so  that  a  kind  of  fatty  emulsion  is  formed. 

When  external  parts  die  they  very  often  undergo  SOFTENING  with 
DECOMPOSITION.    This  occurs  chiefly  in  cases  where  there  has  been 
considerable  inflammation,  so  that  the  parts  are  saturated  with  fluid. 
An  ordinary  slough  in  an  external  wound  is  an  instance  of  this.  When 
a  considerable  portion  of  a  limb  is  killed  and  separated  by  sloughing, 
then  we  speak  of  it  as  moist  gangrene.    The  appearances  are  well  seen 
where  a  portion  of  a  leg  has  died  in  consequence  of  a  traumatic  cause. 
The  parts  which  were  at  first  hot,  red,  and  painful,  become  mottled  -^vith 
brown,  blue,  and  black,  and  may  even  present  bhsters.    They  become 
cold  and  darker  except  at  the  margin  where  a  dusky  red  line  of  demar- 
cating inflammation  appears.    The  tissues  get  universally  stained  with 
blood-colouring  matter,  the  cuticle  gives  way,  and  decomposition  ad- 
vances and  causes  breaking  down  of  the  tissues,  which  are  separated  as 
sloughs  in  all  stages  of  softening,  and  exhaling  a  strong  odour.  The 
fluid  which  permeates  the  tissues  contains  fat,  phosphates,  and  other 
salts,  as  well  as  exti'actives  from  the  tissues. 

We  have  now  to  trace  the  further  course  of  events  in  necrosis.  In 
many  cases  the  necrosis  limits  itself  almost  at  once ;  the  agent 
has  been  at  work  once  for  all  and  has  killed  a  cei'tain  portion  of  tissue, 
and  it  only  remains,  by  processes  which  we  shall,  now  describe,  to  get 
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rid  of  the  dead  piece.  In  other  cases  the  agent  acts  also  on  surrounding 
parts,  though,  being  less  severe,  it  only  produces  inflammation,  while 
necrosis  may  occur  at  a  sul)sequent  period.  This  will  happen  the  more 
I'eadily  if  decomposition  occurs  in  the  gangrenous  part.  The  juices  of 
decomposition  extending  to  the  inflamed  parts  may  cause  a  further 
serious  extension  of  the  necrosis.  Thus  in  traumatic  gangrene  it  may 
be  long  before  a  proper  Hne  of  demarcation  forms,  and  the  necrosis 
l)ecomes  definitive.  The  importance  in  such  cases  of  preventing  decom- 
position in  the  dead  part  will  be  obvious.  But,  again,  in  predisposed 
tissues  which  are  less  able  to  resist  than  normal  ones,  as  in  old  persons, 
or  in  persons  the  subject  of  diabetes,  the  gangrene  may  extend  without 
there  being  any  considerable  inflammation  or  decomposition. 

The  final  disposal  of  the  dead  tissue. — In  this,  inflammation 
plays  a  most  important  part.  AVe  have  seen  that  violent  inflammation 
is  often  produced  by  the  same  cause  as  the  necrosis,  or  may  supervene 
on  it.  This  "will  mostly  be  the  case  in  external  parts  where  decomposi- 
tion often  comes  in  to  increase  the  inflammation.  The  inflammation  is 
accompanied  by  exudation  and  hypersemia,  like  other  inflammations, 
and  commonly  goes  on  to  suppuration.  A  layer  of  pus  comes  thus  to 
divide  the  dead  tissue  from  the  living,  and  the  dead  is  cast  off  as  a 
slough.  There  remains  a  suppurating  wound  or  ulcer.  This  loss  of 
tissue,  whether  molecular  or  as  a  massive  slough,  is  the  essential  feature 
of  an  ulcer  of  whatever  kind,  and  a  suppurating  surface  will  usuallj' 
be  left. 

In  internal  parts,  if  the  necrosis  be  accompanied  or  followed  by 
the  production  of  irritating  chemical  substances,  then  a  violent  inflam- 
mation will  be  produced  around.  It  is  so  in  the  case  of  pysemia, 
where  there  is  septic  embolism.  In  this  case  the  inflammation  wll 
usually  be  violent  enough  to  produce  suppuration,  and  the  result 
will  be  the  formation  of  ah  abscess.    (See  Fig.  30.) 

In  the  case  of  internal  parts  where  there  is  no  disturbing  decomposi- 
tion, or  even  in  external  parts  which  are  protected  from  septic  contamin- 
ation, the  inflammation  is  of  a  much  milder  character.  The  necrosed 
portion  now  comes  to  act  as  a  foreign  body  or  dead  piece  of  tissue,  and 
is  subject  to  the  changes  already  described  at  p.  97.  The  dead  tissue 
is  often  eaten  into  and  replaced  by  vascillar  gi  0   J    hich  finsllA 

contract  and  leave  a  small  residue  of  connective  tissue;  or  the  dead 
piece  is  encapsuled  and  may  He  quiescent.  Not  infrequently  the 
encapsuled  tissue  undergoes  infiltration  with  lime  salts,  as  we  shall  see 
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afterwards.  In  the  case  of  necrosis  in  hone  the  external  capsule  is 
fre(iuently  comijosed  of  new-formed  l)one. 

SIMPLE  ATEOPHY. 

There  comes  up  here  for  consideration,  to  begin  with,  what  may 
be  called  PHYSIOLOGICAL  atrophy.  At  certain  periods,  for  instance, 
the  milk  teeth  drop  off,  and  this  is  efiected  l)y  an  atrophy  of  the  fang 
so  that  the  crown  is  shed.  At  a  still  earlier  period  the  thymus  gland 
atrophies.  Then  again  throughout  life  there  is  a  continual  shedding  of 
the  hair,  and  if  a  cast-ofF  hair  from  the  eyelash,  for  instance,  be 
examined  under  the  microscope,  it  will  he  seen  that  its  bulb  is 
atrophied,  and  this  is  the  cause  of  its  being  shed.  In  some  persons 
the  hair  of  the  scalp  is  largely  shed  at  a  comparatively  early  age,  with- 
out being  properly  reproduced,  there  being  here  an  atrophy  of  the  hair 
sheath  and  papilla.  Then  there  is  the  normal  atrophy  of  the  tissues 
generally,  which  occurs  in  old  age.  The  atrophy  of  old  people  may  in 
many  cases  be  due  to  some  organic  disease  whose  symptoms  are  not 
manifest ;  but  we  are  all  familiar  with  the  healthy  old  person  with 
shrivelled  hands  and  face  and  plicated  skin. 

In  all  these  cases  there  is  a  kind  of  intention  in  the  tissues,  so 
to  speak,  according  to  which  they  live  a  certain  period  and  then  decay. 
As  Paget  has  pointed  out,  such  atrophies  may  almost  be  regarded 
as  active  processes.  The  fall  of  the  leaf  is  due  to  an  active  absorption 
or  atrophy  of  the  fibres  uniting  it  to  the  stem ;  if  the  leaf  dies  before  its 
time,  or  is  killed,  it  remains  hanging,  but  in  the  natural  course  it  drops 
when  its  time  is  come.  So  with  our  tissues  and  the  whole  organism, 
there  is  a  period  to  their  activity.  The  period  varies  in  different  per- 
sons, and  in  this  regard  hereditary  influences  have  an  important  bearing. 
Just  as  these  largely  determine  the  period  of  growth  of  the  body  and 
its  rapidity,  so  do  they  influence  the  duration  of  activity  of  the  tissues. 
This  is  plainly  seen  in  the  case  of  the  hair ;  baldness  runs  in  families, 
just  as  longevity  does. 

Turning  to  more  strictly  pathological  atrophies,  we  may  distinguish 
three  forms— 1,  those  dependent  on  the  supply  of  nutrition  being 
defective ;  2,  those  in  which  disuse  of  a  structure  causes  its  atrophy ; 
and,  3,  those  in  which  the  atrophy  is  related  to  some  change  in  the 
nervous  system. 

General  emaciation  is  the  most  obvious  example  of  the  first  class 
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occurring,  as  it  does,  either  dii'cctly  from  interference  with  the  supply 
of  food,  or  from  impoverishment  of  the  hlood  hy  excessive  waste.  The 
food  may  be  procured  in  insufficient  quantity,  or  a  stricture  of  the 
oesophagus  may  interfere  with  its  passage  to  the  stomach,  or  the  stomach 
may  reject  it  after  it  has  been  swallowed.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
frequently,  in  advanced  phthisis  or  ulcerating  cancers,  a  large  consump- 
tion of  the  nutritious  material  availal)le  to  the  body,  and  the  tissues 
suffer  accordingly.  In  these  and  other  cases  of  general  atrophy,  the 
tissues  dwindle  in  different  proportions,  the  fat  most;  next  to  it  the 
spleen,  testicles,  liver,  muscles,  bones,  and  least  of  all  the  central  ner\'- 
ous  system. 

As  belonging  to  this  class  also  may  be  mentioned  the  ATROPHIES  OF 
FEVERS,  although  perhaps  the  atrophy  hei-e  is  to  some  extent  more  of 
an  active  process.  In  fevers  there  is,  with  the  high  temperature,  an  in- 
creased combustion  of  the  nitrogenous  constituents  of  the  tissues.  If 
the  supply  of  nutritious  material  were  abundant,  then  this  would  not 
necessarily  lead  to  atrophy,  l)ut  the  febrile  patient  eats  little  or 
nothing,  and,  besides,  the  constitution  of  the  blood  is  altered,  and  so 
the  structures  atrophy,  sometimes  "with  great  rapidity. 

To  the  same  class  belong  local  atrophies  from  local  interference 
with  the  blood  supply.  The  overgrowth  of  connective  tissue  in  inter- 
stitial inflammations  of  parenchymatous  organs  causes  atrojDhy  of  the 
secreting  structure  of  these  organs,  as  in  the  case  of  the  liver,  kidne}', 
testicles,  etc.  Growing  tumours  or  aneurisms  cause  atrophy  of  the 
tissues  around,  etc. 

Of  the  second  class,  the  most  obvious  are  the  atrophies  of  muscles 
FROM  DISUSE.  Paralysis  or  anchylosis  of  a  limb  results  in  its  emaciation. 
In  conjunction  with  the  atrophy  of  the  muscle,  there  is  often  an  over- 
growth of  the  adipose  tissue  between  the  muscular  fibres.  The  retro- 
grade changes  which  occm-  in  the  uterus  after  delivery  may  possibly  l)e 
regarded  as  another  example. 

As  to  the  ATROPHIES  depending  on  nervous  lesions,  these  are 
somewhat  obscure  in  their  essential  pathology.  It  is  true  that  after 
motor  paralyses  of  all  sorts,  atrophy  of  the  muscle  occurs,  after 
hemiplegia,  for  example ;  but  the  atrophy  in  this  case  maj'  be  from  dis- 
use of  the  muscle,  just  like  atrophy  after  anchylosis  of  a  joint  There 
are,  however,  some  atrophies  follo-\\dng  nervous  lesions  which  are  rapid 
in  their  development,  and  appear  to  be  due  not  directly  to  the  paralysis, 
but  rather  to  an  interference  Avith  the  nerve-centres  concerned  in  the 
nutritive  processes.    It  has  been  abundantly  shown  by  experiments  in 
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animals  that  when  a  nerve  stem  containing  motor  fibres  is  divided,  there 
is  a  coaguh^tion,  disintegration,  and  subsequent  absorption  of  the  medul- 
hxry  sheaths  of  the  nerve  fibres  in  the  stem.  Erb  states  that  the  axis 
cyhnder  persists,  while  others  assert  that  it  too  atrophies.  In  any  case 
the  muscles  supplied  by  the  nerves  also  atrophy.  Even  in  the  first 
week  there  is  considerable  wasting,  and  after  a  month  the  muscle  has 
scarcely  half  its  former  thickness.  This  is  a  simple  atrophy,  the  mus- 
cular fibres  getting  thinner,  and  presenting  the  nuclear  change  to 
be  referred  to  afterwards.  The  atrophy  which  occurs  in  a  common 
hemiplegia  is  not  nearly  so  rapid  as  this,  and  is  often  scarcely 
perceptible  after  a  month.  In  comparing  the  lesions  in  the  nervous 
system  in  these  two  cases,  the  difierence  will  at  once  appear ;  in  the 
one  the  interruption  to  the  motor  fibres  is  high  up  above  the 
spinal  cord,  while  in  the  other  it  is  low  down,  after  the  fibres  have  left 
the  cord. 

But  there  are  some  forms  of  paralysis  in  which  atrophy  is  a 
peculiarly  pronounced  feature.  Infantile  paralysis  is  one  example; 
progressive  muscular  atrophy  is  another;  and  glosso-pharingeal  or 
bulbar  paralysis  a  third.  In  these  the  atrophy  is  even  more  striking 
than  the  paralysis,  and  in  other  forms  of  paralysis  there  is  often  a 
greater  loss  of  function  with  much  less  atrophy.  These  forms  of 
atrophy  have  been  classed  as  TROPHO- NEUROSES,  as  it  is  evident 
that  besides  the  mere  paralysis  there  is  some  lesion  of  the  structures 
which  command  the  nutrition  of  the  muscles.  These  structures  are, 
presumably,  trophic  nervous  centres  situated  in  the  spinal  cord,  and, 
as  we  shall  see  afterwards  in  connection  with  diseases  of  the  nervous 
system,  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  these  trophic  centres  are  near  the 
motor  centres,  or  are  identical  with  them.  Now  the  motor  centres  of 
the  cord  are  in  the  anterior  grey  cornua,  and  the  trophic  centres  are 
presumably  there  also,  taking  part  in  the  destruction  which  affects  the 
cornua^  in  this  class  of  diseases.  In  infantile  paralysis,  for  instance, 
there^  is  an  acute  inflammation,  with  destruction  of  centres  in  the 
anterior  cornua. 

Another  case  of  a  supposed  tropho-neurosis  is  the  atrophy  with 
paralysis  which  occurs  in  LEAD  POISONING.  Here  the  paralysis  'and 
atrophy  affect  the  extensors  of  the  arm,  and  the  localization  of  these  to 
a  group  of  muscles  has  led  to  the  view  that  here  also  the  ganglion 
cells  of  the  anterior  cornua  are  involved.  This  localization  has  not 
been  made  out,  and  there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  the  lead  should 
specifically  attack  this  particular  group  of  ganglion  cells.    Still  we 
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know  that  poisons  have  frequently  special .  affinities,  and  the  possibility 
is  not  to  be  excluded. 

In  all  these  forms  of  muscular  atrophy  certain  changes  occur  in  the 
muscles.  There  is  an  increase  in  the  nuclei  of  the  miiscular  fibres, 
and  sometimes  an  increase  of  the  connective  tissue,  a  condition  which 
some  have  regarded  as  an  interstitial  inflammation.  Sometimes  also  a 
great  development  of  fat  occurs  in  the  connective  tissue  of  the  muscles. 
These  changes  are  secondary  ;  they  are  found  in  the  muscles  after 
division  of  nerves,  and  are  therefore  not  to  be  regarded  as  the  cause  of 
the  atrophy  and  paralysis.  The  muscular  fibre  itself  becomes  smaller, 
and  is  occasionally  the  seat  of  fatty  degeneration.  As  the  disease  pro- 
ceeds, the  muscular  fibre  may  altogether  disappear. 

Among  the  tropho-neuroses  is  also  commonly  included  that  peculiar 
ATROPHY  OF  HALF  THE  FACE,  of  which  a  few  cases  have  been  published. 
This  atrophy  affects  all  the  structures,  bones,  muscle,  skin,  etc.,  but 
is  not  accompanied  by  paralysis.  It  does  not  follow  strictly  the  distri- 
bution of  any  nerve,  although  closely  approximating  to  that  of  the  fifth. 
The  pathology  is  obscure,  but  it  is  usually  regarded  as  due  to  an 
affection  of  the  trophic  centres  wherever  they  are. 


ALBUMINOUS  INFILTEATION. 


This  is  a  term  having  a  meaning 
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Fig.  31.— Cloudy  swelling  of  renal  epithelium 
with  slight  fatty  degeneration.  A  portion  of  a 
tubule  is  shown,  and  some  isolated  cells.  Irom  a 
case  of  acute  phthisis  inilmonalis.    x  350. 

is  increase.    The  qualitative  defect 


equivalent  to  Cloudy  Swelling  as 
used  by  Virchow,  and  to  Paren- 
chymatous degeneration.  The 
condition  has  been  incidentally 
referred  to  in  considering  inflam- 
mation. Its  essential  nature  may 
be  expressed  by  stating  that  in  it 
cells  increase  in  bulk,  while  the 
added  material  is  not  properl}- 
assimilated  and  so  deposits  in  the 
cells  in  visible  albuminous  gran- 
ules. The  enlarged  cells  are 
therefore  clouded  (see  Fig.  31), 
and  the  nuclei  obscured.  The 
condition  implies  a  qualitative 
defect  in  the  nutrition  of  the 
cells,  Avhile  quantitatively  there 
is  very  often  still  further  mani- 
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tested  by  the  occurrence  of  fatty  degeneration  (as  in  the  figure)  along 
with  the  cloudy  swelling,  and  these  two  conditions,  in  fact,  frequently 
run  into  each  other. 

The  condition  is  brought  about  by  causes  which  irritate  cells  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  their  supply  of  nutritious  fluid.  One  of  these  is 
inflammation,  and  cloudy  swelling  is  the  most  pronounced  change  in  the 
earlier  stages  of  the  parenchymatous  inflammations  of  organs,  especially 
of  the  kidneys.  Besides  by  inflammation,  it  is  produced  by  nearly  all 
febrile  diseases,  and  seems  to  bear  some  relation  to  the  elevation  of 
temperature.  It  is  met  with  in  the  acute  specific  fevers,  in  pneumonia, 
erysipelas,  pyaemia,  acute  phthisis  pulmonalis  with  high  temperatures, 
etc.  It  is  as  if  the  blood,  altered  by  the  elevation  of  temperature  and 
otherwise,  acts  as  an  irritant,  producing  a  kind  of  sub-inflammatory 
condition.  As  the  blood  is  carried  throughout  the  body  the  parenchy- 
matous change  is  not  limited  to  any  single  organ,  but  is  found  in  the 
liver,  kidneys,  muscular  fibre  of  the  heart,  voluntary  muscle,  and 
elsewhere. 

The  name  cloudy  swelling  implies  that  the  affected  cells  are  enlarged. 
It  is  to  be  observed  also  that  the  cells  concerned  here  are  the  proper 
cells  of  organs,  that  is  to  say  the  structures  which  are  concerned  in 
their  functions  and  make  up  the  greater  part  of  their  bulk.  Hence  it 
arises  that  considerable  enlargement  of  the  organs  as  a  whole  may  occur 
from  this  cause,  and  this  is  especially  seen  in  the  liver,  which  sometimes 
shows  great  increase  in  size  and  weight  in  acute  fevers.  The  kidneys 
are  also  sometimes  considerably  enlarged  from  this  cause. 

FATTY  DEGENERATION. 

In  this  condition,  which  afl"ects  the  cells  of  tissues,  we  have  a  change 
in  the  chemical  composition  of  the  cell-contents ;  the  albuminous  con- 
stituents split  up  and  yield  fat.  Before  going  further  it  may  be  well 
to  remember  that  fat  exists  in  the  tissues  in  two  conditions,  in  the 
first  place  as  free  fat,  and  in  the  second  place  in  such  close  chemical 
umon  with  the  albuminous  constituents  that  it  no  longer  responds  to 
the  ordinary  reactions  of  fat.  For  instance,  besides  free  fat  in  muscular 
fibre  there  is  much  combined  fat,  and  in  order  to  detect  the  latter  by 
extraction  with  ether  for  example,  it  is  necessary  in  the  first  place  to 
decompose  the  albuminous  combinations.  When  these  combinations 
are  decomposed  the  fat  can  be  seen  in  the  muscle  as  minute  drops,  and 
It  can  be  extracted  with  ether.    It  may  be  well,  in  the  first  pla  e,  to 
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take  one  or  two  typical  examples  of  fatty  degeneration,  and  endeavour 
to  gather  from  them  some  conception  of  its  pathology. 

The  well-known  experiments  of  Bauer  on  the  eltects  of  POISONINC 
dogs  WITH  PHOSPHORUS  aftord  an  excellent  example  to  Ijegin  with. 
This  author  deprived  a  dog  of  food  for  a  period  of  twelve  days,  till  it 
had  consumed  all  its  available  store  of  fat,  and  the  excretion  of  nitrogen 
in  the  urine  had  reached  a  constant  minimum  of  eight  grammes  in  th.- 
twenty-four  houi^.    He  then  gave  the  animal  small  doses  of  phosphorus 
and  found  that  the  excretion  of  nitrogen  markedly  increased  on 
death,  reaching  treble  its  former  amount,  namely,  23-9  grammes.  The 
phosphorus  in  the  blood  had  induced  a  marked  consumption  of  the 
albuminous  tissues,  manifested  in  a  great  increase  in  the  urea  excreted. 
But  now  when  the  animal  was  killed,  an  enormous  increase  m  the  free 
fat  in  the  organs  was  f oimd,  the  liver  and  muscles  contained  about  three 
times  their  normal  amoimt  of  fat,  and  other  structures  such  as  the  renal 
epithelium,  and  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels,  presented  marked  fatty 
degeneration.    Here  was  an  agent  circulating  in  the  blood,  whose  effect 
was  the  decomposition  of  the  albuminates  and  the  formation  of  fats. 

Again,  it  has  been  mentioned  above  that  in  ANEMIAS  there  is  oft^n 
a  marked  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscle  of  the  heart,  of  the  hepatic 
cells  and  of  the  renal  epithelium.  In  this  case  a  deterioration  of  the 
blood,  and  especially  a  defect  in  the  haemoglobin,  determmes  -the  occur- 
rpnce  of  fattv  degeneration. 

When  an  ARTEEV  IN  THE  BRAIN  IS  OCCLUDED  we  have  already  seen 
that  neerosis  frequently  occurs,  accompanied  by  -^r^^  -^^^J^^^ 
with  this  or  preceding  it,  there  is  a  pronounced  fatty  degeneration 
If^^tin.  the  brain-substance  and  resulting  in  the  formation  of  large 
cd    filted  with  finely  divided  fat  (the  so-called  compound  gramda 

!!l     A  similar  aggregation  of  fat  occurs  at  intervals  in  the 
eorpuscle  ).    ^  snnUar  a      „  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

Te  ;1  eZ^^^^^^^  ^'='"'^^r'  "t""' 

t  T  buMt  k  not  probable  that  the  fat  of  the  capillary  nuclei  can 

unduly  active  formative  ones. 

J  tn  TTXPIAIN  THE  OCCURRENCE  of  fatty 

We  have  now  to  endeavour  to  EXPLA^:^ 
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(leo'eneration  in  these  various  circumstances.  There  are  some  of  them 
Avhich  we  can  account  for  on  the  same  principles  as  we  account  for  the 


Fig.  32.  —Fatty  degeneration  in  the  cerebral  vessels  in  softening  of  the  brain.  (Paget.) 


fatty  degeneration  in  phosphorus-poisoning.  In  acute  yellow  atrophy 
of  the  liver  the  hepatic  cells  break  up,  and  j)resent  the  characters  of 
pronounced  fatty  degeneration ;  this  is,  presumably,  due  to  the  action 
of  some  poisonous  agent,  and  it  has  even  been  supposed  that  phosphorus 
is  the  agent.  Then,  again,  we  have  fatty  degeneration  frequently  asso- 
ciated, as  we  have  seen,  with  cloudy  swelling  in  fevers,  etc.  In  this 
case  the  fatty  degeneration  may  be  due  to  the  splitting  up  of  the 
loosely  combined  fatty-albuminous  principles.  The  same  appHes  to 
some  of  the  more  local  fatty  degenerations.  The  mere  degradation  of 
the  tissue  may  allow  of  these  decompositions  occurring,  as  when  fatty 
degeneration  occurs  in  yellow  softening  of  the  brain. 

But  there  are  some  cases  in  which  more  fat  appears  in  the  tissues 
than  the  mere  breaking  up  of  the  normal  coml^inations  would  account 
for.    In  these  cases  we  must  suppose  a  different  mode  of  origin. 

It  seems  to  be  a  function  of  most  of  the  active  cells  in  the  body  to 
form  fat,  which  is  oxidized  or  burnt  either  in  the  same  place  or  else- 
where. The  cells  may  form  fat  even  from  albuminous  material.  The 
mammary  glands  secrete  milk  just  as  abundantly  when  the  animal  feeds 
on  meat  free  from  fat  as  on  a  richly  fatty  diet.  Muscular  tissue  contains 
fat  loosely  combined  with  the  albumen,  and  probably  it  is  continually 
forming  fat,  which  is  continually  being  oxidized.  But  something  may 
interfere  with  its  oxidation.  The  supply  of  blood  may  be  insufficient, 
the  quality  of  the  blood  may  be  altered,  of  the  vitality  of  the  cells  may 
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be  so  reduced  us  to  render  the  process  of  oxidation  imperfect.  It  is 
possible,  then,  that  there  may  be  in  these  cases,  not  so  much  an  in- 
creased decomposition  of  the  albumen  as  a  decreased  oxidation  of 
the  fat,  and  the  latter  will  appear  in  the  tissue  as  free  fat,  with  all  the 
appearances  of  fatty  degeneration. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  actual  anatomical  changes  presented 
in  fatty  degeneration  and  visible  under  the  microscope.  The  degenera- 
tion occurs  mainly  in  the  cells  of  the  tissues.  The  fat,  arising  as  it  does  I)}- 
the  chemical  decomposition  of  the  protoplasm  of  the  cell,  appears  in  the 
form  of  fine  drops  or  granules,  which  are  strongly  refracting.  These; 
granules  are  still  separated  from  each  other  by  the  remains  of  the  cell 
contents  and  are  therefore  isolated.  It  may  happen  in  tliis  way  that,  as 
in  Fig.  33,  a  fatty  degeneration  occurring  in  a  structure  may  render  its 


Fig.  33.— Fatty  degeneration  in  an  atllero- 
luatous  aorta.  The  shapes  of  the  celLs  brought 
out  by  the  fat ;  a.  from  internal  coat ;  h,  muscle 
cell.s  from  middle  coat,    x  300. 


Pig.  34.— Fatty  degeneration  of  cells  in  a 
cancer  of  the  liiamma  ;  a,  slightly  affected  ; 
b,  more  so ;  c,  completely  fatty— tlie  com- 
pound gi-anulnr  coriniscle.    x  3r)0. 


constituent  cells  unusually  distinct,  their  form  being  brought  promin- 
ently out  by  the  fat  in  them.  As  time  goes  on,  the  fat  granules  in- 
crease till  the  whole  cell  is  filled  with  fine  refracting  oil  drops,  which 
still  remain  isolated  (see  Fig.  34),  being  each  surroixnded  by  an  albumin- 
ous envelope.  The  process  is,  in  fact,  very  much  hke  what  occurs 
in  the  cells  of  the  mammary  gland  in  the  secretion  of  milk,  the  colos- 
trum cells  being  like  the  fully  degenerated  cells,  which  are  often 
described  as  compound  granular  corpuscles. 

When  finely  divided  fat  suspended  in  fluid  is  present  in  the  living 
tissues,  it  is  very  readily  absorbed.  We  know  how  readily  the  eraul- 
sionized  fat  in  the  alimentary  canal  is  taken  up  by  the  epitheliiun,  and 
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passed  on  into  the  lacteals.  When  milk  is  injected  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  of  a  living  animal,  or  even  laid  on  the  surface  of  the  diaphragm 
after  death,  it  very  quickly  passes  into  the  lymphatics.  In  the  case  of 
fatty  degeneration  of  cells,  if  fluid  be  present,  the  cells  disintegrate,  an 
emulsion  is  formed,  and  absoiption  occurs  just  as  in  the  case  of  milk. 

But  sometimes  the  fatty  degeneration  occurs  in  connection  with 
structures  not  adapted  to  absorption,  as  in  a  hydrocele,  where  the  ten- 
dency is  rather  to  transudation,  or  in  an  ovarian  tumour.  In  that  case, 
the  fat  undergoes  further  changes,  resulting  usually  in  the  production  of 
<;rystals  of  cholestearine  (Fig.  35).   This  substance  occurs  as  a  normal 


^  Crystals  of  diolesteariue  ;  a,  large  ones  from  an  old  hydrocele  ;  b,  from  stag- 

nant bile  m  gall-bladder.  x350. 

constituent  of  the  central  nervous  tissue  and  bile,  in  which  latter  it  is 
dissolved.  Its  crystals  are  rhombic  tables  whose  angles  measure  79°  30' 
and  100°  70'.  On  adding  strong  sulphuric  acid  to  a  crystal  of  chole- 
stearine, letting  it  gradually  run  in  and  act  on  it,  the  crystal  appears  to 
melt  from  the  edge  inwards,  and  take  on  a  fatty  appearance,  and  by  and 
by  it  gathers  into  a  brown  drop.  On  adding  iodine  and  sulphuric  acid 
to  a  crystal,  there  is  at  first  a  beautiful  display  of  colours. 

The  changes  mentioned  above  occur  when  there  is  abundant  fluid  in 
connection  with  the  fatty  debris,  converting  it  into  an  emulsion,  which 
either  is  absorbed  or  deposits  crystals  of  cholestearine.  But  when  the 
fluid  is  deficient,  as  when  the  vessels  are  few  and  the  cells  are  heaped 
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together  closely,  in  that  case  the  fatty  degeneration  is  often  associated 
with  necrosis,  and  there  is  a  shrinking  and  drying-in  of  the  structure, 
resulting  in  the  formation  of  a  cheesy-looking  material.  This  process 
we  have  already  considered  under  the  designation  caseous  necrosis. 
The  cheesy  material  used  to  he  regarded  as  crude  tubercle,  and  the 
metamorphosis  was  called  tuberculization.  We  have  already  seen 
that  although  caseous  necrosis  is  far  more  frequent  in  connection  with 
tuberculosis  than  any  other  condition,  yet  the  name  must  not  be  mono- 
polized by  this  process. 

FATTY  INFILTRATION. 

By  this  term  is  meant  the  deposition  of  fat  in  the  tissues.  The 
normal  fate  of  fat  is,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  burnt,  thereby  assisting  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  animal  temperature.  But  there  may  be  too 
much  fat  formed  or  absorbed  for  the  uses  of  the  organism  or  for  the 
purposes  of  particular  parts,  and  it  is  then  laid  down,  as  it  were,  in 
store. 

In  some  persons  digestion  is  active,  and  they  assimilate  more  carbo- 
hydrates than  their  organism  can  oxidize.  Such  persons  are  often 
rather  sluggish  in  their  movements,  and  respiration  is  not  very  vigor- 
ous, and  so  the  oxidation  is  less  than  normal.  In  that  case  the  spare 
fat  is  deposited  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  and  great  omentum  mainly. 
It  is  infiltrated  into  the  connective  tissue  corpuscles,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  adipose  tissue  and  connective  tissue  are  to  a  certain  extent 
mutually  convertible.    This  general  deposition  is  called  obesity. 

Then  there  are  local  depositions  that  are  more  difficult  to  explain 
which  occur  mainly  in  connection  with  STRUCTURES  that  are  in  some 
way  PUT  OUT  of  use.  A  most  typical  example  of  this  is  afforded  by 
MUSCLES  which  have  become  fixed  af  their  two  ends  by  stiffening  of 
joints.  The  muscle  can  no  longer  produce  any  movement,  and  its 
fil)res  gradually  atrophy  as  we  have  already  seen.  At  the  same 
time,  in  the  connective  tissue  around  the  muscle  and  in  that  which 
supports  it,  there  is  a  great  infiltration  of  fat,  so  that  adipose  tissue 
appears  between  and  around  the  fibres  (see  Fig.  36).  Then,  again, 
in  pseudo-hypertrophic  paralysis— a  disease  chiefly  of  children— there 
is  a  similar  process.  The  muscular  tissue  atrophies,  but  there  is  at 
the  same  time  an  excessive  transformation  of  the  connective  tissue  into 
adipose  tissue,  so  that  the  wasting  of  the  muscle  is  more  than  conn- 
terbalanced  by  the  excess  of  adipose  tissue,  and  there  is  thus  a  pseudo- 
hypertrophy. 
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A  similar  fatty  infiltration  occurs  in  THE  HEART.  Normally,  there 
is  a  certain  amount  of  adipose  tissue  beneath  the  iDericardium.  But 
sometimes  this  becomes  excessive  in  quantity  and  extends  into  the 
muscular  substance,  between  the  muscular  fibres,  so  that  the  wall  of  the 
ventricle  may  be  largely  composed  of  adipose  tissue.  If  this  fatty  in- 
filtration were  primary  then  we  could  understand  how,  in  these  cases, 
there  should  be  great  wasting  of  the  proper  muscular  fibre,  and  there 


Fig.  3(!. — Fatty  inflltratioii  of  muscle  from  a  case  of  stiffening  of  the  ankle 
by  an  epithelioma  of  the  .skin  over  it.  The  muscular  fibres  are  nai-rowed,  and 
adipose  tissue  appears  between  them,    x  SO. 

are  cases  in  which  the  over-loading  of  the  heart  seems  to  be  part  of  a 
general  obesity.  But,  more  frequently,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  weakening  of  the  heart  and  the  atrophy  of  the  muscle  are  the  prim- 
ary occurrences  and  the  fatty  infiltration  secondary. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  local  deposition  of  fat  in  connection 
with  muscle.  It  may  be  that  as  normally  fat  is  largely  oxidized  in 
muscle,  or  largely  produced  there  in  connection  with  the  active  process 
of  contraction,  when  the  demand  is  gone  it  is  laid  down  by  the  vessels 
in  the  neighbouring  connective  tissue. 

Fat  is  often  deposited  in  excessive  quantity  AROUND  DISEASED  AND 
USELESS  GLANDS,  especially  the  kidney.  In  hydronephrosis  there  is 
often  an  enormous  increase  of  the  fat  which '  normally  surrounds  the 
kidney.    This  is  also  difficult  to  account  for. 

The  INFILTRATION  OF  FAT  INTO  THE  LIVER,  which  we  meet  with  very 
frecjuently,  is  also  difficult  to  explain.  It  is  met  with,  in  the  first  i^lace, 
m  persons  addicted  to  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol,  and  in  that  case  often 
goes  along  with  an  excess  of  fat  in  all  the  organs,  probably  due  to  the 
oxidation  of  the  fat  being  interfered  with  by  the  alcohol.    The  fat,  in 
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these  cases,  is  often  very  Huid,  and  the  oi'gans  have  a  greasy  appearaiia; 
and  feeling.    But,  in  the  second  place,  fat  is  often  found  in  large  quan- 
tities in  the  liver  in  cases  where,  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  or  elsewhere, 
there  is  an  actual  deficiency  of  it.    The  fat  in  the  liver  is  in  the  peripheral 
parts  of  the  lobules,  and  from  this  it  is  to  be  inferred  that  it  has  been 
brought  by  the  portal  blood.    This  fatty  infiltration  occurs  frequently 
in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  in  other  cachectic  diseases.    Its  accumula 
tion  under  these  circumstances  may,  in  part,  lie  accounted  for  by  su])- 
posing  that  the  fat  which  is  normally  used  for  the  formation  of  the 
fatty  acids  and  the  cholestearine  of  the  bile  is  not  so  used  and  is  there- 
fore stored  in  the  hepatic  cells.    It  is  known  that  the  secretion  of  bile 
is  greatly  diminished  in  such  cases,  and  that  the  bile  is  watery.  In 
that  case  the  fatty  infiltration  here  would  be  like  that  in  muscle,  due 
to  diminished  activity  of  the  organ.    Another  view,  and  one  having 
some  appearance  of  probability,  is  based -on  the  theory  that  one  of  the 
functions  of  the  liver  is  to  prepare  fat  for  oxidation.   Naumann  (Eeichert 
and  Du  Bois  Eeymond's  Archiv,  1871,  p.  41)  has  shown  that  the  liver  fat 
is  much  more  oxidizable  than  ordinary  fat,  and  that  in  the  vertebrata  the 
size  of  the  liver  is  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  activity  of  the  respira- 
tion, being  largest  in  fishes  and  smallest  in  birds.     It  is  therefore 
suggested  that  in  phthisis  and  cachectic  diseases  the  liver  may  produce 
an  excess  of  easily  oxidizable  fat  and  store  it  up  ready  for  use.  Hence, 
perhaps,  the  utility  of  liver  oils  in  cases  of  phthisis,  etc. 

We  have  seen  that  in  fatty  degeneration  the  fat  appears  in  the  form 
of  fine  granules  or  drops,  and  that  as  these  increase  they  remain  isolated. 

In  fatty  infiltration  there  are,  of 
course,  first  fine  fat  drops,  but  as 
more  fat  is  added  the  drops  grow  in 
size.  In  the  case  of  the  conversion 
of  connective  tissue  into  adipose 
tissue,  there  is  a  single  fat  drop  in 
each  cell,  as  in  Fig.  36.  In  the  case 
of  fatty  liver  the  fat  drops  are  of 
various  sizes  (see  Fig.  37),  but,  as  a 
Isolated  hepatic  cells  with  drops  of  fat  of    I'ule,  much  larger  than  in  fatty  de" 

various  sizes,    x  350.  .  .      .  , 

generation.  The  size  is  by  no  means 
an  absolute  criterion,  hut  it  is  an  important  practical  indication.  It"  is 
only  in  the  liver  that  there  can  be  much  difficulty  in  distinguishing 
between  fatty  degeneration  and  fatty  infiltration,  and  here  the  fact  that 
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in  the  latter  the  fat  is  deposited  at  first  in  the  cells  at  the  peripheral 
parts  of  the  lobules,  and  always  continues  more  abundant  there,  is 
sufficiently  distinctive. 

PIGMENTAEY  INFILTKATION. 

In  studying  H.'EMORRHAGE  we  have  already  seen  that  a  common 
result  of  the  extravasation  of  blood  is  the  pigmentation  of  the  tissues 
around.  This  pigmentation  may  be  brought  about  in  various  ways,  and 
is  of  various  degrees  of  permanence.  In  the  first  place  the  blood 
colouring  matter  may  be  dissolved  out  of  the  corpuscles  and  stain  the 
tissues,  this  being  an  evanescent  pigmentation.  Then  the  dissolved 
colouring  matter  may  be  deposited  in  the  solid  form  after  a  time.  We 
may  thus  have  crystals  of  hsematin  in  the  form  of  oblique  rhombic 
pillars,  or  simply  amorphous  granules ;  the  crystals  occur  mostly  in 
large  extravasations.  Lastly,  there  is  the  pigmentation  which  results 
from  the  cells  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  haemorrhage  taking  up  the 
red  corpuscles  and  becoming  pigmented  by  these.  Probably  much  of 
the  pigmentation  which  occurs  as  a  consequence  of  chronic  inflammation 
or  passive  hypersemia  is  due  to  this  last  process,  the  haemorrhage  here 
being  by  diapedesis.  Chronic  catarrhs  of  the  stomach  and  intestinal 
canal  are  often  distinguishable  after  death  by  the  slaty  colour  of  the 
mucous  membrane.  In  chronic  passive  hyperemia  of  the  lungs  from 
heart  disease  there  is  a  brown  pigmentation,  frequently  called  brown 
induration. 

The  pigmentation  occurring  IN  TUMOURS,  especially  cancers  and 
sarcomas,  is  often  regarded  as  due  to  minute  haemorrhages,  and  there 
are  many  facts  which  appear  at  least  to  connect  it  with  the  blood- 
vessels. Gussenbauer  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  Ixiii.,  p.  322)  asserts  that 
m  melanotic  tumours  there  is  a  thrombosis  in  the  smaller  vessels,  and 
that  the  blood-colouring  matter  is  dissolved  out,  and  is  taken  up  by  the 
cells  of  the  tumours.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  in  pigmented  tumours 
there  is  not  a  homogeneous  distribution  of  the  pigment,  but  the  majority 
of  the  cells  are  unpigmented,  and  there  is  often  an  arrangement  sugges- 
tive of  local  foci  of  origin.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  in  these  tumours 
there  is  some  peculiarity  of  the  blood-vessels  which  allows  either  of 
ready  extravasation  or  thrombosis.  It  is  to  be  added,  however,  that  it 
13  denied  by  some  that  the  pigment  in  tumours  is  derived  from  the 
l)lood  pigment,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  contain  iron. 

Pigment  is  to  be  found  in  thrombi,  and  in  the  case  of  veins  especially 
It  may  be  deposited  in  crystals  as  well  as  in  granules  (see  p.  31). 
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Pigmentation  of  THE  LUNGS  may  be  regarded  as  a  normal  condition, 
although  it  is  acquired  after  birth.  It  is  due  to  inhalation  of  particles 
of  dust  which  are  carried  into  the  lung  substance  by  amoeboid  cells,  and 
partly  remain  in  the  connective  tissue  of  the  lung,  and  partly  are 
carried  to  the  bronchial  glands.  Where  this  pigmentation  is  excessive, 
as  in  the  case  of  miners,  we  have  a  recognized  morbid  state  desig- 
nated Anthracosis.  Other  forms  of  pigmentation  occur  in  the  lungs 
from  the  inhalation  of  variously  coloured  stuffs  by  workers  exposed 
to  them. 

Icterus  is  a  yellow  staining  -of  the  tissues  with  a  colouring  matter 
dissolved  in  the  blood  serum.  This  is  usually  the  biliary  colouring 
matter  absorbed  from  the  bile-ducts  after  its  secretion.  It  implies  an 
obstruction  to  the  ducts  in  some  part  of  their  course.  A  similar  stain- 
ing may  be  a  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  red  corpuscles,  their 
colouring  matter  becoming  dissolved  in  the  blood — the  so-called  haema- 
togenous  icterus. 

The  BRONZE  COLOURATION  OF  THE  SKIN  in  Addison's  disease  is 
related  to  disease  of  the  supra-renal  capsules,  in  which  there  is  a  caseous 
condition,  a  local  tuberculosis.  The  solar  plexus  of  nerves  is  probably 
affected  along  with  the  capsules,  but  the  exact  pathology  of  the  con- 
dition is  not  understood. 

Lastly,  a  tissue  may  be  unduly  deep  in  colour  simply  from  ATROPHY 
of  the  other  constituents,  and.  a  concentration  of  the  normal  pigment. 
Thus  when  emaciation  occurs,  and  the  fat  is  absorbed  from  the  subcu- 
taneous tissue,  this  often  assumes  an  unusually  dark  yellow  or  brown 
hue.  An  emaciated  heart  presents  in  its  muscular  substance  a  very 
dark  colour  from  the  diminution  of  the  contractile  substance  and  con- 
centration of  the  pigment. 

MUCOUS  AND  COLLOID  DEGENERATION. 

These  two  conditions  present  considerable  similarity,  and  in  individ- 
ual cases  it  is  often  difficult  to  say  which  of  them  is  actually  present. 
They  are  characterized  by  the  abnormal  occurrence  in  the  tissues  of 
two  chemical  principles,  which  are  albuminates,  and  doubtless  arise  by 
transformation  of  the  normal  tissue  albumen.  One  of  these  substances 
is  known  as  a  definite  chemical  principle,  and  is  named  mucin;  the 
other  is  not  well  known  in  its  chemical  relations,  and  is  somewhat 
indefinitely  named  colloid  material.  Both  have  the  peculiarity  that  in 
the  presence  of  water  they  swell  up  and  acquire  a  gelatinous  consistence. 
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■  With  very  similar  ph^'sical  characters,  and  arising  under  somewhat 
similar  circumstances,  they  are  disting-uished  by  their  difference  in 
chemical  reaction.  Mucin  forms  a  somewhat  membranous  precipitate 
with  acetic  acid,  apd  its  solutions  are  also  rendered  turbid  by  alcohol 
and  chromic  acid.    Colloid  material,  is  not  obviously  altered  by  these 

reagents.  • 

A  PHYSIOLOGICAL  TYPE  of  mucous  and  colloid  degeneration  is  afforded 
by  the  normal  secretion  of  mucus.  Here  it  is  known  that  the  epithelial 
cells,  whether  of  the  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  or  in  the  proper 
glands,  become  converted  into,  goblet  cells,  by  the  formation  of  mucus 
within  them.  The  mucus  is  secreted  by  the  rupture  or  disintegration 
of  these  cells,  and  the  discharge  of  the  material  which  has  swelled 
them  up. 

In  certain  pathological  conditions  this  secretion  of  mucus  is  exagger- 
ated, notably  in  the  catarrhs  of  mucous  membranes.  But  this  can 
hardly  be  regarded  as  a  proper  mucous  degeneration. 


Fig.  38. — From  internal  surface  of  a  colloid  ovarian  cyst.  The  lining  epithelium 
is  mostly  in  the  form  of  goblet  cells,  the  superficial  parts  having  clear  transjaarent 
contents.  X350. 

In  OVARIAN  TUMOURS  a  process  is  often  visible  which  closely 
resembles  the  secretion  of  mucus.  We  shall  see  afterwards  that  the 
larger  number  of  ovarian  tumours  originate  in  a  glandular  formation, 
and  in  this  gland  tissue  most  characteristic  goblet  cells  are  often  to  be 
seen  (see  Fig.  38),  the  gelatinous  contents  of  the  cysts  formed  being 
obviously  secreted  in  this  way.  But  then,  the  gelatinous  material  does 
not  usually  give  the  reaction  of  mucin  with  acetic  acid,  and  is  clearly  an 
albumen  of  a  different  kind,  whose  chemistry  is  not  well  known.  Hence 
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this  would  be  iucludod  under  colloid  degeneration,  although  in  histo- 
logical details  resembling  the  mucous  form. 

Again,  in  the  thyroid  gland  there  are  often,  even  noi-mally,  little 
gelatinous  particles  visible  on  dividing  the  gland,  and  in  the  commonest 
form  of  goitre  (colloid  goitre)  there  is  a  great  increase  of  this  clear 
gelatinous  material.  On  microscopic  examination  it  is  clear  that  the 
gelatinous  material  arises  by  transformation  of  the  epithelium  hning  the 
saccules  which  form  the  parenchyma  of  the  gland.  The  cells  swell  u]) 
and  become  filled  with  clear  gelatinous  material ;  by  the  discharge  of 
this  or  the  disintegration  of  the  cells  the  colloid  contents  of  the  saccules 
are  formed.    But  this  material  has  not  the  reactions  of  mucus. 

In  COLLOID  CANCERS  there  is  a  similar  transformation  of  the 
epithelium,  so  that  the  cellular  masses  are  transformed  into  colloid 
masses,  which  fill  the  spaces  in  the  stroma.  This  form  of  cancer 
is  most  frequent  in  the  stomach  and  large  intestine,  and  it  may  be 
thought  that  this  colloid  transformation,  so  closely  resembling  the  nor- 
mal secretion  of  mucus,  is  related  to  it,  as  the  cancer  takes  origin  in  the 
mucous  membrane.  But  colloid  cancer  occurs  also  in  the  mamma 
and  even  occasionally,  to  a  partial  extent,  in  epithelioma  of  the  skin. 

In  all  the  instances  given  hitherto,  the  mucous  or  colloid  degenera- 
tion has  affected  epithelial  cells.  But  a  mucous  transformation  some- 
times occurs  IN  THE  INTERCELLULAR  SUBSTANCE  of  connective  tissue, 
including  bone,  cartilage,  adipose  tissue.  The  intercellular  substance  is 
converted  into  a  gelatinous  material,  while  the  cells  remain  unaff"ected 
or  undergo  fatty  degeneration.  "WTien  this  change  occurs  the  tissue  is 
softened,  and  this  will  produce  a  very  striking  result  in  the  case  of 
bone  and  cartilage.  In  these  tissues  it  mostly  takes  place  in  old 
people. 

We  shall  see  afterwards  that  there  is  a  form  of  tumour  which 
is  characterized  by  the  fact  that  its  tissue  contains  mucin  in  its  inter- 
cellular substance.  This  is  not  a  case  of  mucous  degeneration,  but 
sometimes  a  portion  of  a  tumour  of  a  different  kind  will  acquire  these 
characters,  and  then  we  may  use  this  designation.  It  is  mostly  in  fatty 
tumours  and  sarcomas  that  this  occurs. 

CALCAEEOTTS  INFILTRATION. 

This  is  a  condition  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  and  therefore  deserv- 
ing of  very  careful  attention.    By  the  designation  is  meant  the  deposi- 
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tion  of  lime-salts  in  abnormal  fashion  in  the  tissues.  The  lime-salts  are 
for  the  most  part  the  same  as  those  which  normally  take  part  in  the 
structure  of  bone,  namely  phosphate  and  carbonate  of  calcium. 

There  is  a  certain  proportion  of  the  salts  of  lime  existing  normally 
in  all  the  tissues  and  juices  ;  these  all  leave  an  ash  on  burning,  and  lime- 
salts  form  part  of  this  ash.  But  the  lime-salts  here  are  dissolved  in  the 
juices,  or  form  combinations  with  the  albumen,  so  that  they  do  not 
appear  on  microscopic  examination.  In  calcareous  infiltration  there  is  a 
deposition  of  the  lime  in  the  form  of  insoluble  carbonate  and  phosphate, 
and  there  is  also  an  accumulation  of  these  insoluble  salts,  so  that  the 
ash  on  burning  the  tissues  is  greatly  increased.  There  is  a  precipitation 
of  the  lime,  and  as  lime-salts  in  solution  are  continually  being  brought  in 
along  "\vith  the  fluids  of  the  tissue,  they  are  continually  precipitated 
and  thereby  fixed. 

In  considering  the  circumstances  which  induce  this  precipitation,  we 
encounter  what  Virchow  has  called  METASTATIC  CALCIFICATION.  In 
some  cases  where  there  is  rapid  destruction  of  bone,  as  by  multiple 
caries,  or  by  cancer  or  sarcoma  advancing  on  bone,  there  has  been  found 
after  death  calcification  of  jDortions  of  the  lung  or  digestive  canal,  the 
lime  being  deposited  in  the  connective  tissue  in  such  a  way  as  sometimes 
to  make  the  tissue  almost  like  pumice  stone.  In  several  of  the  cases 
disease  of  the  kidney  has  co-existed,  and  there  may  have  been  therefore 
some  interference  with  the  due  excretion  of  the  absorbed  lime-salts.  In 
any  case  we  may  presume  that  the  deposit  is  related  to  excess  of  lime- 
salts  in  the  blood  and  fluids.  There  must,  however,  have  been  some 
cause  determining  the  locality  of  the  deposition,  in  the  lung  in  some 
cases,  in  the  intestinal  walls  in  others,  but  this  is  quite  obscure. 

Turning  to  other  cases  of  calcareous  infiltration,  we  find  that  wher- 
ever there  is  a  structure  which  has  lost  its  vitality  and  yet  is  left  as  a 
kind  of  DEAD  AND  FOREIGN  BODY  in  the  midst  of  the  tissues,  there  is  apt 
to  be  deposition  of  lime  in  and  around  such  structure.  It  may  be  said 
that  obsolete  or  obsolescent  structures  are  liable  to  be  impregnated  with 
lime.  It  has  already  been  stated  that  lime  is  present  in  all  the  fluids 
and  tissues  of  the  body,  and  in  the  fluids  it  is  probably  kept  in  solution 
by  the  presence  of  an  excess  of  carbonic  acid.  In  the  case  of  a  structure 
which  is  obsolete  the  fluids  will  stagnate,  will  lie  about  in  it,  and  it  is 
not  remarkable  that  their  lime,  which  is  so  readily  precipitated  from 
^olutions,  should  deposit.  As  the  fluid  is  renewed,  more  and  more  lime 
IS  deposited,  and  the  structure  may  finally  be  converted  into  a  stony 
mass. 
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The  lime-salts  are  deposited  in  the  first  instance  in  the  form  of  fiii« 
globular  granules,  either  in  the  protoplasm  of  cells  or  in  the  intei 
cellular  substance.    The  structure  is  as  if  dusted  with  refracting  gran- 
ules, and  the  appearances  in  many  respects  resemble  those  of  fatt}- 
degeneration.    (Fig.  39(t.)    As  the  salts  accumulate,  the  appearance  of 


jpig  39  —Calcareous  degeneration  in  a  tumour ;  a  ,  cells  of  smooth  muscle  filled 
with  lime  granules  ;  b,  a  blood-vessel  converted  into  a  solid  rod.  x350. 

granules  is  somewhat  lost  and  a  more  continuous  petrifaction  results. 
(Fig.  39&.)  The  addition  of  a  dilute  mineral  acid  causes  the -salts  to 
dissolve,  and,  as  carbonates  are  nearly  always  present,  solution  occurs 

with  evolution  of  gas. 

Examples  of  this  process  are  very  numerous.  A  minute  parasite, 
the  trichina  spiralis,  occurs  in  the  embryo  form  in  the  muscle  of  man  and 
animals ;  it  Hes  there  quiescent,  coiled  up  spirally  and  surrounded  by  a 
capsule. '  It  is  virtually  a  foreign  body,  and  the  capsule  is  by  degrees 
impregnated  with  lime,  assuming  an  opaque  appearance  at  its  poles  (Fig. 
40)  If  the  embryo  itself  dies,  it  also  may  become  impregnated  with 
lime  (see  Fio-  40,  lower  part).  Sometimes  an  extra-uterine  foetus  dies 
and  remains  inside  the  abdomen  as  a  foreign  body.  It  becomes  sur- 
rounded by  adhesions  and  partially  encapsuled.  The  capsule  and  super- 
ficial parts  of  the  foetus  become  through  time  encrusted  mth  hme 
Again,  an  inflammatory  exudation  in  the  pericardium  may  dry  in  and 
remain  as  a  half-caseous  material,  which  finally  becomes  impregnated 
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with  lime,  and  sonietliing  like  a  shell  may  form  around  the  heart.  In 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  if  healing  occurs,  the  contents  of  cavities  and  iii- 


Fig.  40.— Trichina  spiralis  iu  muscle.  The  capsules  infiltrated  with  lime,  and  in  one  case  ii 
dead  worm  shrivelled  and  impregnated  with  lime. 


fiammatory  products  may  dry  in  and  become  surrounded  by  a  capsule. 
Impregnation  with  lime  results,  leading  to  a  pultaceous  or  mortary 
material,  which  may  ultimately  condense "  into  a  stony  mass.  These 
stony  masses  are  sometimes  coughed  up  if  the  lung  afterwards  breaks 
down,  but  it  is  very  common  to  meet  with  them  in  the  midst  of  cicatrices 
at  the  apices  of  the  lungs  after  death.  Again,  in  valvular  disease  of  the 
heart,  due  to  chronic  endocarditis,  the  new-formed  connective  tissue,  by 
its  contraction,  becomes  hard  and  dry  and  virtually  obsolete,  and  deposi- 
tion of  lime-salts  occurs. 

In  regard  to  the  frequent  deposition  of  lime-salts  IN  the  middle 
COAT  OF  ARTERIES  (Fig.  41)  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  that  this  is 
frequently  associated  with  atheroma,  which  is  a  chronic  inflammation  of 
the  internal  coat,  and  we  may  suppose  that  the  induration  of  the 
internal  coat  affects  the  neighbouring  middle  coat.  This  calcareous 
infiltration  is  peculiarly  liable  to  occur  in  old  persons,  and  we  may  be- 
lieve that  in  them  there  is  a  defective  vitality  of  the  walls  of  the  arter}' 
perhaps  specially  affecting  the  more  active  middle  coat.  But  there  are 
cases,  and  some  of  them  not  in  very  old  persons,  where  there  is  a  re- 
niarkably  extensive  calcareous  impregnation  of  the  middle  coat,  so  that 
the  artenes  are  largely  converted  into  rigid  tubes.    In  these  cases  we 
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may  ])re.s\mie  that,  from  some  unknown  <;ause,  the  middle  coat  is 
prematurely  defective  in  vitality. 


Fig.  41.— Calcareous  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat  (6)  of  an  artery.  At 
the  tapering  borders  of  the  patch  the  elongated  shape  of  the  opaque 
.structure-s  indicates  that  the  muscular  fibre-cells  are  specially  affected. 
The  internal  coat  (c)  is  thickened.  xOO. 

In  the  cartilages  of  old  people,  especially  those  of  the  larynx  and 
ribs,  there  is  very  commonly  a  deposition  of  lime  salts.  But,  in  this 
case,  there  is  not  simply  a  calcareous  impregnation,  rather  a  true  ossifi- 
cation occurs,  and  the  process  may  be  regarded  as  virtually  a  physio- 
logical one,  a  late  development  of  bone  from  cartilage. 


AMYLOID  DEGENEEATION. 

This  name  is  applied  to  a  condition  in  which  the  constituents  of 
the  tissues  are  converted  into  a  substance  whose  chemical  characters  are 
different  to  those  of  any  normal  principle  in  the  body.  The  degeneration 
is  also  called  WAXY  and  lardaceous  from  the  physical  characters  of  the 
substance  produced.  This  may  be  called  for  convenience  amyloid 
SUBSTANCE,  and,  as  the  name  suggests,  it  was  originally  supposed  to  be 
allied  to  starch.  It  has  really  no  chemical  relation  to  starch,  being  a 
nitrogenous  substance  and'  a  modified  form  of  albumen.  It  resembles 
starch,  however,  in  respect  that  it  gives  a  colour  reaction  with  iodine. 
When  a  solution  of  iodine  in  water  *  is  poured  on  the  surface  of  an  organ 
which  presents  amyloid  degeneration,  then  the  amyloid  substance  takes 
on  a  mahogany-red  colour.     If,  afterwards,  a  very  dilute  sulphuHc 

*  A  convenient  solution  is,  Iodine,  10  grains;  iodide  of  potassium,  20  grains ; 
water,  4  ounces.  For  microscopic  sections  a  solution  half  this  strength  is 
sufficient. 
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aciil  1)0  added,  the  colour  Avill  sometimes  assume  a  darker'  Thrown  or 
bluish  tiut.  More  recently  it  has  been  found  that  amyloid  substance 
presents  a  pecuHar  reaction  with  methyl  violet,  one  of  the  aniHne  dyes. 
Watery  solutions  of  this  dye  colour  the  normal  tissues  blue,  but  stain 
amyloid  substance  of  a  rose-joink  colour.  Other  aniline  dyes  show 
ditterences  of  tint  with  amyloid  substance. 

The  substance  itself  has  a  peculiar  bright  translucent  glancing  ap- 
pearance (see  Fig.  42),  and,  as  the  structures  in  which  it  occurs  are 
enlarged,  they  are  often 
remarkably  prominent 
under  the  microscope. 
It  is  a  very  dense  heavy 
material,  and  after  death, 
at  least,  is  somewhat 
brittle,  so  that  the  struc- 
tures have  often  a  kind 
of  broken-up  appearance. 


rem 


Amyloid  disease 
may  affect  any  organ  of 
the  body,  but  it  is  par- 
ticularly frequent  in  the 
spleen,  liver,  kidneys,  in- 
testine, and  lymphatic 
glands. 

In  all  these  organs  ^- 

^„  "  ^'g-         Advanced  amyloid  disease  of  the  liver.    The  ar- 

It  BEGINS  IN  THE  CON-   l''"'Kenicnt  of  the  transparent  amyloid  material  suKgests  its 

lorination  in  the  capillaries.    The  round  bodies  ,at  thp  npri 
NECTIVE  XLSSUE  or   the   pll^T^lparts  of  lobules  are  fat  drops^^^^^^^^^ 
w»TTc.  mfiltration.    xTO.   (Thirkfblder.)  ^     ^  ^ 

WALLS  OF  THE  BLOOD- 

VESSELS,  more  especially  the  walls  of  the  capillaries  and  smaller 
arteries.  As  the  disease  is  a  progressive  one  and  the  amyloid  sub- 
stance accumulates  in  large  quantity,  it  is  important  to  observe 
the  condition  in  the  very  earliest  stages.  If  a  section,  of  the  liver 
•)e  made  at  a  time  when  the  disease  is  not  far  advanced,  and  the 
sec  ion  after  staining  with  iodine  and  sulphuric  acid,  or  with  methyl 
violet,  be  examined  under  the  microscope,  it  will  be  seen  that,  liesides 
the  smaller  arteries,  the  capillaries  are  the  seat  of  degeneration  (see  Fic. 

upon  M  tT  •  '"'"'^  '"^^  translucent  and  the  calibre  encroached 
"Pon.  At  the  same  time  the  hepatic  cells  are  compressed  an<l  are 
undergoing  atrophy.    In  a.lvanced  stages,  on  the  otherVand  thTwhl 
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tissue  of  the  hver  seems  to  he  replaced  by  the  amyloid  substance,  and 
it  is  difficidt  to  say  in  what  structures  the  degeneration  has  ori^^inated, 

but  even  here  there  are  often,  as 
in  Fig.  42,  indications  of  its  origin 
in  the  capillaries.    In  the  spleen, 
as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  there 
are  two  forms  of  amyloid  disease, 
and  in  one  form  it  seems  to  begin 
in  the  reticulum  of  the  Malpighian 
bodies,  methyl  violet  or  iodine  re- 
vealing a  fine  network  having  an 
amyloid  reaction  in  these  bodies  in 
the  earliest  stage.     In  the  other 
form  it  affects  the  walls  of  the 
vascular  simxses  of  the  pulp.  In 

Fie.  48.— Amyloid  disease  of  liver  in  early  .    .      i-         xv,„  ,r£>ocolt: 

stage.    The  walls  of  the  capillaries  swollen  aud   the  Kidney  it  IS  cnieily  tne  VeSSeiS 

translucent.  x350.  ^^^^       affected,  but  the  basement 

membrane  of  the  uriniferous  tubules  is  also  sometimes  involved. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  amyloid  substance  first  appears  in 
the  walls  of  the  vessels  and  in  the  connective  tissue  in  these  three  organs. 
It  remains  to  be  considered  whether  it  passes  beyond  these  to  the  other 
elements  of  the  Organs.  In  the  case  of  the  liver  there  does  not  seem  to 
be  any  undoubted  evidence  that  it  does  so.  In  the  earlier  stages  it  is 
found  in  the  vessels  alone,  and  in  the  later  stages  there  is  such  enlarge- 
ment and  contortion  that  the  seat  of  origin  is  somewhat  obscure.  In  the 
kidney,  also,  it  seems  to  coniine  itself  to  the  vessels  and  connective 
tissue  of  the  organ.  In  the  spleen  it  does  not,  according  to  the  obser- 
vations of  the  author,  confine  itself  to  the  vessels  and  connective  tissue 
proper.  Even  in  very  earlv  stages  he  has  generally  found  that  here 
and  there  in  the  sago  spleen  the  round  cells  of  the  lymphoid  follicles 
are  affected.  These  cells,  from  what  has  been  said  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion may  be  regarded,  however,  as  belonging  to  the  connective  tissue. 
In  the  lymphatic  glands,  again,  it  is  the  blood-vessels  and  reticulum 
that  are  affected.  In  the  intestine  it  is  the  capillaries  and  arteries, 
and  to  a  less  extent  the  muscular  fibre  cells. 

From  this  it  will  appear  that  the  view  formerly  held,  according  to 
which  the  disease  might  attack  the  epithehal  cells  of  such  organs  as  the 
liver,  is  erroneous,  and  that  the  degeneration  is  coniined  to  the  struc- 
tures constituting  the  supporting  frame-work  of  the  tissues,  includyi^; 
the  vessels. 
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We  have  now  to  consider  the  effects  of  amyloid  degeneration. 
We  have,  referred  to  the  brittleness  of  the  amyloid  substance,  but  it  is 
not  to  be  inferred  that  this  exists  to  an^  considerable  extent  during 
life,  otherwise  we  should  have  frequent  hjemorrhages  as  a  result  of 
amyloid  disease.  Haimorrhages  rarely  occur,  and  so  we  infer  that  the 
substance  is  tolerably  elastic  during  life.  In  examining  amyloid  organs 
after  death,  especially  such  organs  as  the  intestine,  great  care  should  be 
taken  in  handling  them  lest  destruction  of  the  amyloid  structures  should 
take  place. 

It  is  clear  from  symptoms  observed  during  life  that  the  amyloid 
substance  is  very  pervious  to  fluids,  the  prominent  symptom  of  amyloid 
disease  in  the  bowels  being  diarrhoea,  and  in  the  kidney  excessive  dis- 
charge of  watery  urine. 

It  has  already  been  said  that  the  calibre  of  vessels  is  reduced  when 
amyloid  disease  occurs  in  their  walls.  This  will  cause  anaemia  in  the 
structures  supplied ;  and  atrophy,  sometimes  with  fatty  degeneration,  is 
frequently  the  result.  This  we  see  in  the  kidney  and  in  the  liver,  the 
atrophy  of  the  proper  secreting  substance  of  the  liver  l^eing,  however, 
to  a  great  extent,  the  direct  result  of  j)ressure  hy  the  swollen  capil- 
laries. 

The  amyloid  structures  are  greatly  increased  in  bulk  and  weight 
and  this  tells  on  the  organ  as  a  whole.  The  liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys 
are  often  greatly  enlarged,  and  they  present  a  peculiar  dense  trans- 
lucent appearance  which  has  given  rise  to  the  names  waxy  and  larda- 
ceous  disease  often  applied  to  amyloid  degeneration. 

Besides  the  generally  diffused  amyloid  disease  occurring  in  a  number 
of  organs,  and  present  in  every  part  of  the  individual  organs  affected,  we 
sometimes  meet  with  a  localized  amyloid  degeneration.  This 
mostly  occurs  in  new-formed  inflammatory  tissue  and  cicatrices,  especi- 
ally when  of  syphilitic  origin,  and  also  in  tumours.  As  yet  this 
local  amyloid  degeneration  has  only  been  observed  in  pathological 
structures  such  as  those  mentioned.  It  has  been  seen  in  syphilitic 
cicatrices  in  the  liver,  in  the  tongue,  and  larynx,  in  degenerating 
cartilage,  etc.,  and  in  some  cases  the  amyloid  piece  of  tissue  is  of 
considerable  size,  and  as  it  differs  in  its  hard  translucent  character  from 
the  tissues  around,  it  may  itself  look  like  a  tumour. 

We  may  now  consider  THE  NATURE  OF  THE  PROCESS  which  has 
been  described.    Looking  to  the  history  of  the  cases  in  which  it  occurs 
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it  is  clear  that  it  is  to  l»c  rofcri'ed  primarily  to  an  alteration  in  the  blood, 
probably  an  impovei'ishrnent  of  it  in  albumen,  'i'he  (liseai5e  is  not  an 
independent  one,  l)ut  comes  on  in  certain  cachectic  states  due  to 
chronic  tuberculosis,  syphilis,  diseases  of  bone  involving  i)rolonged  suji 
puration,  chronic  dj'senteiy,  chronic  all)uminuria,  etc. 

It  is  more  difficult  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  connection  Ijetvveen 
the  vice,  in  the  blood  and  the  disease  in  the  tissues.    By  some  it  is  sup- 
posed that  the  amyloid  substance  arises  in  the  blood  by  modification  of 
the  albumen  and  is  then  infiltrated  into  the  structures.    But  this  \  ie\\ 
cannot  be  accepted,  for  various  reasons.    In  the  first  place  the  substance 
is  eminently  insoluble,  and  it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it  can  be 
carried ;  besides  this  it  does  not  displace  the  normal  structures  simply, 
but  replaces  them,  these  structures  being  converted  into  the  amyloid 
substance.    It  is  more  consistent  to  suppose  that  the  tissues  are  reduced 
in  vitality  by  the  altered  condition  of  the  blood,  and  that  the  all)umen 
received  enters  into  combination  with  the  protoplasm  in  such  a  way  as 
to  produce  this  peculiar  substance.    The  process  may  perhaps  be  com- 
pared to  the  coagulation  of  the  tissues,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  some- 
times occurs  when  they  undergo  necrosis,  the  tissues  entering  apparently 
into  a  chemical  union  with  the  fibrinogen  in  the  fluid  exuded  from  the 
blood-vessels,  so  as  to  form  fibrine  or  some  substance  alhed  to  it. 
Amyloid  substance  has  been  often  regarded  as  akin  to  fibrine,  and 
fibrinous  casts  in  the  tubules  of  the  kidney  are  sometimes  converted 
into  amyloid  substance.    The  existence  of  localized  amyloid  disease  is 
strongly  confirrnatory  of  some  such  view  as  this.      Here  abnormal 
structures  enter  into  this  peculiar  chemical  combination  with  the 
albumen  of  the  blood,  while  normal  structures  do  not.    In  this  connec- 
tion also,  the  fact  that  amyloid  disease  affects  the  connective  structures 
of  the  body  is  not  to  be  forgotten.    It  is  as  if  the  chemical  basis  of  these 
structures  had  a  special  relation  to  the  amyloid  substance.  Amyloid 
disease  is  therefore  essentially  a  degeneration,  although,  in  order  to  the 
formation  of  the  amyloid  substance,  it  is  necessary  to  have  added  to  the 
tissue  material  from  without,  and  this  adds  greatly  to  the  bulk  and 
weight  of  the  structures. 


We  have  still  to  refer  to  bodies  occasionally  met  with,  and  desig- 
nated AMYLOID  CONCRETIONS  or  CORPORA  AMYLACEA.  In  old  extrava- 
sations of  blood  we  sometimes  meet  with  round  or  oval  stratified  bodies 
of  small  size  (see  Fig.  44/;),  which  give  a  typical  amyloid  reaction. 
Sometimes  they  contain  in  their  central  parts  a  foreign  body,  such  as  a 
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blood  crystal.  Again  in  the  prostate  gland  (a)  we  meet  with  concre- 
tions of  considerable  size,  it  may  he  visible,  as  brown  granules,  to  the 
naked  eye,  with  all  the  charac- 
ters of  stratified  amyloid  concre- 
tions. They  are  also  met  with  in 
the  tissues  of  the  central  nervous 
system  (c),  they  are  present  in  the 
normal  brain,  especially  in  the 
ependyma  of  the  ventricles,  but 
in  cases  of  sclerosis  they  ma}^ 
be  present  in  enormous  num. 
bars. 

The  significance  of  these  ani}'- 
loid  bodies  is  not  usually  very 
great  in  a  directly  practical  j)oint 
of  view,  but  their  presence  under 
these  A^arious  conditions  seems  to 

.T     .  .  11        •  Fig;.  44.— Corjiora  amylacea :  <!,  from  tlie  i  ru- 

prOVe     that    various    albummOUS    state  ;      from  a  hajmon-bagio  infarction  of  the 
1    .  1  Inng ;  f,  from  tlie  spinal  cord.    x400.  (Zieolkr.') 

substances  may  undergo  conver- 
sion into  the  so-called  amyloid  substance. 
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I.  HYPERTROPHY. 


HYPERTROPHY,  in  its  most  literal  sense,  means  overgrowth,  or 
excessive  growth,  and  it  is  so  that  we  shall  use  it  here.  In 
order  to  understand  overgrowth  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  some 
observations  on  the  characteristics  of  normal  growth. 

In  the  NORMAL  GROWTH  of  the  body  each  tissue  has  the  power  of 
reproduction  up  to  a  certain  point.  By  some  hidden  power  the  tissue 
grows  and  moulds  itself  into  particular  anatomical  forms,  and  ceases 
growing  when  it  has  attained  the  proportions  necessary  for  its  function 
in  the  organism.  We  do  not  know  what  this  power  is,  but  we  can  say 
that  it  is  inherited  by  the  germ  from  its  parents,  and  that  in  the  varia- 
tions which  are  presented  in  different  individuals  heredity  plays  a  very 
important  part. 

In  order  to  this  growth  the  new-formation  of  blood-vessels  is  neces- 
sary, but  here,  as  in  pathological  conditions,  the  formation  of  vessels  is 
secondary,  and  takes  place  merely  according  to  the  needs  of  the  organ- 
ism. The  amount  of  blood  supplied  and  its  distribution  strictly  follow 
the  necessities  of  the  growing  tissues,  and  the  vascular  system  shows  a 
wonderful  power  of  adaptation  to  the  requirements  of  the  tissues.  It  is 
true,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  that  an  excessive  supply  of  blood  maj- 
lead' to  increased  growth,  but  such  an  excessive  supply  of  blood  never 
occurs  normally,  is  an  accident,  and  as  such  may  lead  to  morbid  or  ex- 
cessive growth. 

When  tissues  cease  to  grow,  it  is  not  that  the  formative  power 
inherent  in  them  has  ceased  to  exist,  but  simply  that,  being  subordinate 
to  the  seneral  law  of  the  organism  they  have  attained  the  full  size 
requisite  for  their  intended  uses.     Should  occasion  occur  for  their 
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renewed  groAvth,  then  it  will  very  often  happen  that  a  fresh  start  will 
be  made. 

Looking  to  the  details  of  normal  growth,  we  find  that  it  is  the  cells 
Avhich  are  the  essential  factors  in  the  process.  It  is  by  DIVISION  OF 
THE  CELLS,  a  process  frequently  designated  proliferation,  that  growth  is 
ultimately  effected.  Miich  careful  observation  has  been  bestowed  on 
the  process  of  division  of  cells.  There  are  frequent  indications  that 
first  the  nucleus  and  afterwards  the  cell  separate  into  two.  Before 
the  actual  division  begins  the  nucleus  undergoes  a  transformation, 
the  details  of  which  may  be  studied  in  Fig.  45.    In  a  the  condition  of 


a  })  c  d 


Fig.  45.— Division  of  cells.    Bxiilanation  in  text.   (Aftei-  Flemminci.) 


an  epithelial  cell  in  its  normal  quiescent  state  is  shown.  By  particular 
methods  of  staining  it  can  be  shown  that  the  nucleus  contains  a  fine  net- 
work of  fibres,  but  here  the  substance  of  the  nucleus  as  well  as  the  fibres 
IS  stained.  In  b  the  condition  preliminary  to  division  is  shown.  The 
nucleus  now  contains  a  collection  of  convoluted  tubes,  and  those  alone 
arc  stained  while  the  substance  between  does  not  take  on  the  colour. 
These  fibres  are  apparently  contractile  and  vary  their  position  somewhat, 
but  gradually  tend  to  assume  a  radiating  arrangement  as  in  c  and  d. 
There  now  comes  a  separation  in  the  middle,  as  at  e,  and  the  two  sets 
of  fibres  retreat  from  one  another  towards  the  poles  of  the  cells  as  in/. 
The  division  of  the  nucleus  is  thus  effected,  and  that  of  the  cell  follows 
as  in  rj.    Subsequently  the  irregular  bundle  of  fibres  in  each  new  cell 
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assumes  the  shape  of  the  regular  nucleus  and  gets  surrounded  hy  ;i 
mend)rane.  The  fi])res  also  give  place  to  a  fine  network  as  in  the 
original  cell,  and  the  substance  of  the  nucleus  between  the  fibres  again 
takes  on  the  staining  as  in  i. 

This  process  of  division  has  been  observed  in  the  fixed  cells  of  many 
tissues,  and  it  is  probably  the  only  one  which  occurs  in  the  normal 
process  of  growth.  In  white  blood  corpuscles,  and  probably  also  in  the 
embryonic  cells  a  more  direct  division  of  the  nuclei  appears  to  occur, 
but  the  details  of  that  process  are  not  very  cleai'. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  facts  mentioned  as  to  normal  growth  we  ha\c 
now  to  consider  the  processes  in  overgrowth  or  hypertrophy,  and  the 
conditions  vmder  which  it  occurs. 

The  simplest  form  of  hypertrophy  is  that  which  arises  from  the 
necessity  for  the  excessive  performance  of  a  normal  function. 
We  saw  that  growth  ceases  when  the  requirements  of  the  organism  are 
satisfied,  but  if  increased  requirements  develop,  then  the  tissues  may 
take  on  a  fresh  growth  to  meet  them.  This  is  illustrated  chiefly  by  the 
muscular  and  epidermic  tissues. 

Many  instances  of  hypertrophy  of  muscle,  from  this  cause,  might 
be  cited.  If,  in  consequence  of  stricture  of  the  urethra  or  obstruction 
at  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  passage  of  urine  is  obstructed,  and  the 
muscular  coat  of  the  liladder  must  contract  with  more  vigour  to  expel 
the  urine,  the  muscle  will  undergo  hypertrophy.  In  this  way  there 
may  be  a  very  remarkable  thickening  of  the  muscular  coat.  In  like 
manner,  we  may  have  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the  intestine 
in  connection  with  stricture  of  the  rectum  or  colon.  The  musculai- 
tissue  of  the  heart  also  undergoes  an  exactly  similar  hypertrophy  when, 
in  order  to  expel  the  blood  from  its  cavities,  more  forcible  contractions 
are  requisite.  We  know  also  that  the  voluntary  muscles  hypertroph}- 
when  they  are  repeatedly  exercised  in  a  forcible  way. 

In  all  these  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  muscle  it  is  usually  said  that 
frequent  exercise  is  the  cause,  but  this  is  hardly  a  full  description  of 
the  circumstances.  The  exercise  must  not  only  be  frequent,  but  the 
work  to  be  done  must  require  an  unusually  forcible  exertion.  In 
the  cases  already  cited  it  will  be  seen  that  the  essential  condition  is  the 
necessity  for  additional  power,  usually  to  expel  the  contents  of  a  cavity 
through  a  narrowed  orifice.  The  heart  does  not  hypertrophy  beciwise 
its  muscle  undergoes  frequent  exercise,  but  only  when  additional  force 
is  required.     It  is  so  also  in  the  case  of  vohmtary  muscles.  Mere 
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ability  and  rapidity  of  movement  does  not  canse  hypertrophy  of  muscle, 
whereas  repeated  severe  exertion  calls  it  forth.  The  muscles  of  the 
hand  and  arm  do  not  hypertro^Dhy  in  persons  who  use  them  frequently 
in  Avriting,  but  they  do  in  artizans  who  use  great  force  in  their  occupa- 
tions. It  may  be  added  that  a  muscular  action  which  is  ordinaril}' 
performed  with  moderate  force  may,  from  abnormal  conditions,  come  to 
be  performed  frequently  with  excessive  force,  and  so  lead  to  hyper- 
trophy. For  example,  the  urinary  bladder  may  be  induced  to  contract 
frequently  and  with  exaggerated  force,  although  there  is  no  obstruction, 
and  this  may  induce  hypertroj)hy. 

A  question  arises  here  as  to  the  finer  details  of  the  hyper- 
trophy OF  MUSCLE.  In  the  case  of  involuntary  muscle  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  hypertrophy  occurs  by  division  of  the  muscular  fibre 
cells  by  a  process  similar  to  that  already  described  in  referring  to 
normal  growth.  But  some  question  has  been  raised  as  to  the  exact 
nature  of  the  process  in  striated  muscle,  and  careful  measurements  have 
been  made  of  the  diameter  of  the  muscular  fibres  in  hypertrophy  of  the 
heart.  It  is  stated  by  some  that  the  diameter  is  increased  and  by 
others  that  it  is  not.  It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  increase  in 
thickness,  if  it  occurs,  is  not  so  great  as  to  account  for  the  large  addi- 
tional bulk  of  the  muscular  substance  as  a  whole,  and  that  there 
is,  as  well,  a  numerical  increase  in  the  muscular  fibres  effected  by 
division. 

Enlargement  of  a  tissue  by  such  numerical  increase  has  been 
designated  by  Virchow  hyperplasia,  and  this  is  sometimes 
distinguished  from  true  hypertrophy  in  which  there  is  merely  an 
enlargement  of  the  elements  of  the  tissue.  This  distinction,  however, 
cannot  be  rigidly  carried  out,  and  the  term  hyperplasia  will  only  be 
used  here  in  order  to  indicate  that  the  hypertrophy  is  by  prolifera- 
tion. 


The  epidermis  is  the  other  tissue  which  frequently  shows  hyper- 
trophy when  the  necessities  of  the  organism  call  for  it.  The  function 
of  the  epidermis  is  chiefiy  to  protect  the  true  skin  from  injiiry  by 
fnction  against  external  objects,  and,  in  its  primary  formation  in 
the  foetus,  the  epidermis  is  thicker  or  thinner  according  as  the  parts  of 
the  skm  are  liable  after  birth  to  be  exposed  to  greater  or  lesser  amounts 
of  fnction.  But,  if  afterwards,  certain  portions  of  the  skin  are  fre 
quently  exposed  to  friction,  then  an  additional  growth  will  occur  in  the 
epidermis,  a  hypertrophy.    We  have  abundant  instances  of  this  in  the 
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HORNY  HANDS  of  workmen.  The  tliickening  of  the  epidermis  which 
results  in  the  so-called  OORNS  is  another  instance  of  hypertrophy,  in 
order  to  protect  a  portion  of  the  sensitive  skin  from  undue  friction  oi' 
pressure. 

In  regard  to  these  thickenings  it  is  to  he  pointed  out  that  they  onl  \- 
occur  when  the  friction  or  pressure  is  not  constant,  but  recurs  A'l 
FREQUENT  INTERVALS.    A  constant  pressure,  as  by  a  splint  pressing  on 
a  part,  causes  atrophy,  whereas  a  frequently  repeated  pressure  results 
in  hypertrophy,  apparently  by  allowing  the  structures  to  recover  and 
afford  time  for  increased  nutrition.    The  same  law  applies  to  tis.sues  in 
the  interior  of  the  body.    When  exposed  to  constant  pressure  the\ 
atrophy ;  when  the  pressure  is  intermittent  they  hypertrophy.    It  is 
here  to  be  noted,  however,  that  pressure  from  within  (as  by  tumours, 
aneurisms,  etc.)  is  usually  constant,  while  that  from  without  is  mostl\ 
intermittent.    Hence  the  original  statement  of  John  Himter  is  justi- 
fied, that  pressure  from  withovit  produces  thickening,  while  that  from 
within  causes  atrophy,  although  it  is  not  to  be  taken  -vvithout  reser- 
vation. 

The  hypertrophy  of  the  epidermis  in  these  cases  is  undoid)tedly 
effected  by  division  of  the  cells ;  it  is  a  hyperplasia,  and  the  process  is 
similar  to  that  already  described. 

Hypertrophy  from  Increased  Blood-supply. —In  what  has  been 
already  stated  we  have  not  exhausted  the  subject  of  hypertrophy,  and, 
in  order  to  appreciate  what  follows,  it  is  necessary  to  refer  again  to 
normal  growth.  It  was  observed  above  that  in  ordinary  growth  of 
tissue  the  blood-vessels  strictly  follow  the  growing  tissue,  and  are 
formed  according  to  its  needs.  But  if,  from  some  accidental  circum- 
stance or  by  artificial  interference,  the  blood  supply  be  greatly  increased, 
then  excessive  growth  may  result.  If  the  spur  of  the  cock  be  removed 
from  the  leg  and  successfully  transplanted  into  the  comb,  it  will  gro^\- 
with  excessive  vigoiir,  forming  a  prominent  horn-like  structure.  Here 
the  excessive  supply  of  blood,  the  comb  having  a  much  more  active 
circulation  than  the  leg,  induces  an  excessive  growth  of  the  epidermis 

forming  the  spur. 

In  human  pathology  we  have  numerous  instances  of  hypertrophj" 
analogous  to  this.  Increased  activity  of  the  circulation  will  often  lead 
to  hypertrophies.  We  see  it  in  the  neighbourhood  of  inflamma- 
tions We  have  already  seen  that  determination  of  blood  exists  outside 
the  immediatelv  inflamed  area,  and  if  this  is  prolonged  it  may  lead  to 
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overgrowth  of  the  tissues.  In  this  way  we  may  account  for  the  excessive 
growth  of  hair  sometimes  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ulcers,  near 
diseased  joints,  and  at  the  ends  of  stumps  which 
have  remained  long  inflamed. 

A  very  striking  instance  of  hypertrophy  of 
this  kind  is  sometimes  afforded  IN  BONES.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  inflamed  joints  the  surface  of 
the  bones  is  often  nodulated,  and  the  bones  greatly 
thickened  by  new-formation  from  the  periosteum. 
In  cases  of  periostitis,  the  new-formation  of  bone 
is  perhaps  more  strictly  to  be  regarded  as  a  part 
of  the  inflammatory  process,  as  we  shall  see  af- 
terwards. There  are  some  curious  instances  of 
Hmited  necrosis  of  bone  occurring  during  the 
period  of  growth  in  which  the  bone,  as  a  whole, 
has  grown  larger  than  the  other.  If  a  boy  has 
a  necrosis  of  the  femur,  the  whole  bone  is  pro- 
bably more  richly  supplied  with  blood,  and  the 
normal  growth  is  accelerated.  The  necrosis  may 
be  recovered  from,  and  the  person  is  left  with  a 
permanently  elongated  femur  which  may  be  as 
much  as  two  inches  longer  than  the  other,  and 
may  lead  to  considerable  lameness.  The  tibia  is 
differently  situated  to  the  femur.  Its  two  ex- 
tremities are  tied  to  the  ends  of  the  fibula  by  firm 
ligaments,  and  so  the  bone  cannot  elongate.  If 
overgrowth  occurs  the  bone  must  curve  so  as  to    j,.    ,r  tt^, 

o  ""J   uv/  46. — Elongation  and 

accommodate  itself.    An  example  of  this  is  shown  '=u»'^at'"'e  of  tibia,  the  result 

^  of  necrosis  dunns;  period  of 

in  the  accompanying  Fig.  46,  from  a  preparation  ki""^!!-  (Paget.) 

in  St.  Bartholomew's  museum  (quoted  by  Paget),  in  which  the  bone, 

measured  over  its  curve,  was  two  inches  longer  than  the  healthy  one. 


II.  THE  REPAIR  OF  INJURIES  AND  RESTORATION  OF  LOST 

PARTS. 

The  term  Regeneration  is  applied  to  the  restoration  of  portions  of 
the  body  which  have  been  lost  by  injury  or  disease.  The  regeneration 
of  a  part  is  to  be  carefully  distinguished  from  mere  growth.  A  tissue 
may  be  able  under  suitable  stimulation  to  reproduce  its  elements,  and 
increase  in  size;  but  for  the  replacement  of  a  lost  part,  if  at  all  consider- 
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iiblc,  there  iiuist  1)0,  virtiiiilly,  a  renewal  of  the  process  of  develo])- 
ment. 

This  REPRODUCTION  OF  LOST  PARTS  in  their  entirety  occurs  readily 
in  some  of  the  LOWEST  forms  of  animals.  In  the  hydra,  if  the  creature, 
be  cut  in  two,  each  half  will  develop  into  a  complete  animal,  and  the 
process  may  1)e  repeated  indefinitely.  This  power  of  reproduction  of 
the  whole  animal  from  a  part  seems  confined  to  those  creatures  which 
can  propagate  by  spontaneous  fission  or  gemmation,  '^^1len  we  come 
to  animals  higher  in  the  scale  the  power  of  reproduction  seems  to  be 
limited  to  the  restoration  of  lost  limbs,  antennae,  etc. 

Without  going  into  details,  which  will  be  found  by  reference  to 
Paget's  "  Lectures  on  Surgical  Pathology,"  it  may  be  said  that  there  are 
indications  which  seem  to  show  that  there  is  some  kind  of  law  accord- 
ing to  which  the  reparative  power  in  each  perfect  species  is  in  inverse 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  change  which  the  animal  has  passed  through 
in  its  development  from  the  embryonic  to  the  perfect  state.  It  is  as  if, 
in  the  process  of  development,  the  formative  power  as  distinguished 
from  mere  growth  were  gradually  exhausted,  and  the  process  of  repro- 
duction, which  we  have  seen  to  be,  as  it  were,  a  renewal  of  that  of 
development,  only  occurs  when  this  power  has  been  comparativelj^ 
little  expended.  It  appears,  for  instance,  that  in  insects  the  power  of 
reproducing  antenna}  or  limbs  is  limited  to  those  species  which  have 
attained  the  perfect  state  through  a  comparatively  simple  and  direct 
course  of  development.  It  is  consistent  with  this  ^dew  that  in  the 
larval  state  insects  show  a  much  greater  power  of  reproduction  than 
when  perfect.  The  larva  of  one  of  the  higher  insects  mil  be  able  to 
reproduce  its  limbs,  while  the  perfect  insect  is  not. 

In  man,  and  in  the  vertebrata  in  general,  the  long  course  of  develop- 
ment seems  largely  to  exhaust  the  reproductive  power  of  the  body,  and,  in 
the  adult  state  at  least,  the  power  of  restoration  of  lost  parts  is  very 
small,  and  the  processes  concerned  are  almost  as  much  related  to  growth 
of  tissue  as  to  development.  In  the  embryonic  state  it  is  probable  that 
the  power  of  restoring  lost  parts  is  much  greater  than  in  the  adult. 
Some  children  are  born  with  a  short  arm  at  the  extremity  of  which  are 
imperfectly  developed  fingers  ;  it  is  probable  that  in  these  cases  ampu- 
tation of  the  arm  has  occurred  in  utero,  and  an  attempt  at  restoration 
has  followed. 

In  the  adult  it  may  be  said  that  restoration  of  lost  structures  is 
almost  confined  to  the  blood  and  the  epithelial  and  connective  tissues. 
Alonc^  with  the  connective  tissues  we  have,  of  course,  blood-vessels 
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which  arc  readily  reproduced,  and  we  may  also,  to  a  liniited  extent, 
include  nerve  fibres,  which,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  are  sometimes 
restored. 

While,  therefore,  the  absohite  restoration  of  complete  and  consider- 
able portions  of  the  body  is  scarcely  possible  in  man,  yet  the  body 
is  by  no  means  unprovided  with  powers  by  which  injuries  ARE 
REPAIRED  and  loss  of  structures  is  made  good.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
higher  and  more  comj)lex  animals  are  endowed  with  greater  ability  to 
protect  themseh'es  from  injury,  and  that  their  tissues  possess  the  neces- 
sary powers  of  restoration  in  the  case  of  those  injuries  to  which  they 
are  specially  liable.  In  the  various  processes  here  to  be  considered,  it 
will  be  seen  that  what  may  be  called  the  definite  intention  to  attain  a 
certain  result  which  is  shown  in  the  process  of  development,  is  dis- 
tinctly visible,  and  that  the  tissues  have  a  remarkable  jiower  of 
meeting  adverse  conditions. 

Healing  of  Wounds. — The  power  of  repair  is  well  seen  in  the 
A-arious  processes  concerned  in  the  healing  of  wounds.  There  are  some 
wounds  which  heal  by  a  process  fitly  designated  immediate  UNION. 
That  is  to  say,  the  surfaces  are  brought  together  and  coalesce  without 
any  new-formed  material  being  produced  to  serve  as  a  bond  of  union. 
This  occurs  mostly  in  clean-cut  wounds,  which,  shortly  after  their  in- 
fliction, are  closed  so  as  to  bring  the  cut  surfaces  into  close  contact.  It 
is  necessary  for  this  process  that  all  inflammation  be  avoided  either  at 
the  time  of  infliction  of  the  wound  or  afterwards.  The  wound  should 
therefore  be  clean  cut  and  made  with  a  sharp  instrument.  We  are  to 
think  of  the  living  tissues  not  as  mere  mechanical  pieces  of  texture,  but 
as  possessed,  by  virtue  of  their  vitality,  of  wonderful  powers  of  adapta- 
bility to  circumstances.  When  two  living  surfaces  are  brought  into 
contact  and  all  disturbing  conditions  are  averted,  then  the  blood-vessels 
will  form  communications,  the  nerves  will  by  and  by  unite  and  become 
continuous,  and  the  connective  tissue  coalesce.  In  this  way  it  frequently 
happens  that  a  wound  in  the  skin,  or  even  in  muscle,  unites,  and  no 
trace  of  a  bond  of  union  or  even  of  the  line  of  union  can  be  found  after 
a  few  days.  The  epidermis  probably  does  not  unite  so  directly,  and 
the  wound  is  covered  by  new-formed  epidermis. 

In  union  by  primary  adhesion  we  have  a  process  of  a  more  com- 
plicated kmd.    In  it  inflammation  plays  a  part.    When  a  wound  is 
inflicted  the  mere  mechanical  injury,  or  exposure  afterwards,  frequently 
eads  to  a  tnvial  but  acute  inflammation,  resulting,  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  coating  of  the  cut  surface  with  a  fibrinous  exudation,  the  so-called 
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glaze.  If  two  surfaces  thus  coated  with  fibrine  be  brought  in  contact 
they  unite,  the  fibrine  acting  as  a  glue  or  cement.  But  the  fibrine  does 
not  form  a  permanent  bond  of  union,  and  if  no  attempt  is  made  to 
effect  union  by  other  methods,  then  the  wound  will  subsequently  gape 
by  the  breaking  down  of  the  fibrine.  In  order  to  eiTect  a  permanent 
union  we  must  have  formative  cells  produced,  such  as  we  saw,  when 
studying  inflammation,  to  be  necessary  for  the  formation  of  connecti\'e 
tissue  out  of  granulation  tissue,  and  we  must  have  a  similar  new-forma- 
tion of  blood-vessels.  The  new-formation  of  a  uniting  tissue  here  is 
very  trivial  in  amount ;  there  is  no  production  of  proper  granulation 
tissue,  but  merely  a  limited  production  of  formative  cells  which  replace 
the  thin  layer  of  fibrine,  and  a  budding  of  the  blood-vessels  till  com- 
munications are  formed  between  the  tM^o  surfaces.  This  whole  process 
may  occupy  only  a  day  or  two,  and  the  permanent  new-foraied  tissue 
forming  the  cicatrix  is  usually  very  small  in  amount.  This  form  of 
union  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  UNION  by  the  first  intention,  but 
that  term  is  also  applied  sometimes,  but  not  correctly,  to  immediate 
union,  and  so  it  is,  perhaps,  better  to  use  the  term  primary  adhesion 
for  this  form. 

In  studying  inflammation  we  have  already  considered  the  method  of 
UNION  BY  THE  SECOND  INTENTION  which  occurs  when  two  granulating 
surfaces  come  in  contact. 

It  is  necessary  now  to  refer  more  particularly  to  the  processes  of 
REGENERATION  as  manifested  in  the  individual  tissues  of  the  body. 

In  the  first  place  we  may  regard  the  blood  as  a  tissue,  and  we  ha^  e 
already  seen  that  after  a  severe  haemorrhage  its  constituents  are  grad- 
ually regenerated,  the  fluid  part  most  quickly,  the  white  cori^uscles 
comparatively  soon,  and  the  red  corpuscles  somewhat  slowly. 

The  EPIDERMIS  and  epithelium  of  the  surface  of  the  skin  and 
mucous  membranes  are  restored  with  considerable  rapidity.     In  the 
case  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes  there  is  normally  a  contniuous 
shedding  of  the  surface  epithelium,  and  a  new-formation  in  the  deeper 
layers  to  replace  that  which  is  lost,  a  kind  of  physiological  regeneration . 
therefore     When,  by  accident  or  otherwise,  a  superficial  pori;ion  of 
epithelium  is  shed  before  its  time,  it  will  be  replaced  by  the  normal, 
o-rowth  of  the  deeper  layers,  probably  accelerated  by  the  reqmrements.- 
of  the  body    When  the  whole  thickness  of  the  epithehum  is  destroyed  1 
the  -ap  is  by  degrees  filled  by  the  proliferation  of  the  epithelium  at  the' 
edc^el  of  the  wound,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  the  cicatnza- 


IIEGENEEATION. 


145 


tion  of  a  granulating  wound.  According  to  the  observations  of  Klebs 
the  new-formed  epithehum  acquires  a  shght  power  of  amoeboid  move- 
ment so  that  it  can  proceed  to  the  spot  which  it  is  to  occupy. 

The  proliferation  of  the  epithelium  proceeds  by  a  jDrocess  similar  to 
that  already  described  in  considering  the  normal  division  of  cells.  In 
the  accompanying  illustration  (Fig.  47)  from  a  paper  by  Eljerth  (Vir- 


Fipr.  4,. -Regeneration  of  epithehmn  in  cornea  of  a  rabbit.    («)  Fibrous  transformation  of 
nucleus.    (/.)  Partial  separation  of  the  fibres  and  hour-glass  change  of  nucleus  (r)Con 
plete  division  of  nucleus.    (<0  Complete  division  of  cell.    (EbertI.)  ^  ' 

chow's  Archk;  67)  the  fibrous  transformation  of  the  nucleus  and  the 
other  changes,  as  seen  in  the  cornea  of  the  rabbit,  some  days  after  a 
portion  of  the  epithelium  had  been  removed,  are  shoAvn.  In  the  nor- 
mal cornea  there  are  traces  of  a  similar  process  by  which,  we  may 
presume,  the  physiological  regeneration  occurs. 

It  is  here  of  interest  to  observe  that  the  epidermic  cells  may  be 
transported  from  their  original  seat  and  survive  and  proliferate  on  the 
surface  of  a  wound,  even  in  another  individual.  It  is  well  known  that 
advantage  is  taken  of  this  fact  in  the  process  of  grafting  which  surgeons 
resort  to  m  order  to  accomplish  the  cicatrization  of  large  wounds  The 
whole  thickness  of  the  skin  or  mucous  membrane  may  be  transplanted 
trom  one  place  to  another,  or  even  from  a  different  person ;  or  the  skin 
may  be  made  to  occupy  the  place  of  the  mucous  membrane  or  vice  vena 
wnen  the  skm  or  mucous  membrane  is  thus  made  to  occupy  a  different 
position  with  different  relations  and  duties,  it  by  and'by  coriIo™s 
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itself  to  its  new  ])ositi()n  :m(l  the  epithelium  uc(|uires  a  structure  like  that 
in  its  neighl)onvhoo(l. 

In  the  case  of  the  hairs  and  nails  we  have  nonually  a  jjrocess  of  des- 
<luamation  and  regeneration  similar  to  that  of  the  surface  epidermis.  If 
ii  hair  be  prematurely  extracted  or  a  nail  torn  off,  it  is  restored  by 
ii  strictly  normal  process.  But  if  the  hair  follicle  be  removed  or  the 
matrix  of  the  nail  destroyed,  there  is  no  restoration  of  the  structure,  the 
regeneration  of  such  complex  structures  being  beyond  the  powers  of  the 
ordinary  epidei-mis. 

In  some  glands  there  is  in  health  or  disease  a  desquamation  or 
■destruction  of  the  epithelium.  Then  in  the  kidneys  there  is  a  form 
of  inflammation  in,  which  the  epithelium  of  the  tubules  is  al)undantl\ 
shed.  In  this  case  it  is  restored  by  a  new-formation,  and  we  are  some- 
times able  to  observe  the  old  epithelium  in  the  lumen  of  the  tubules, 
while  the  small  young  epithelium  lines  them.  In  the  liver  there  is 
u-reat  destruction  of  the  secreting  cells  in  acute  yellow  atrophy,  and 
sometimes  alongside  the  remains  of  the  cells  there  are  collections  of 
new-formed  cells,  as  if  an  attempt  were  being  made  at  renovation  of 
the  tissue. 

The  regeneration  of  connective  TISSUE  has  been  sufficiently  illus- 
trated in  what  has  gone  before.  It  is  obvious  that  in  the  healing 
of  wounds,  except  by  immediate  union,  there  is  a  new-formation  of  con- 
nective tissue  and  blood-vessels.  As  connective  tissue  seems  to  be  the 
simplest  form  of  tissue,  it  is  sometimes  used  to  fill  up  gaps  where  more 
complex  tissues  have  been  lost.  Thus  a  wound  in  a  muscle  is  not 
restored  hy  the  formation  of  muscular  b\it  of  connective  tissue,  and  so 
is  it  with  wounds  of  the  liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  etc. 

The  regeneration  of  BONE  is  frequently  exemplified  in^  the  repair  of 
fractures.  In  the  various  processes  observable  here  w^e  may  see  condi- 
tions analogous  to  those  in  healing  by  primary  adhesion  and  by  the 
second  intention.  In  cases  where  the  broken  ends  are  kept  closely 
together  and  at  rest  there  may  be  very  little  inflammation,  and  the  per- 
manent uniting  medium  may  be  produced  by  the  immediately  neigh 
bouring  tissue.  As  we  shall  see  afterwards,  although  the  periosteum 
usually  supplies  the  new  bone,  yet  it  is  not  necessary  to  its  formation, 
but  the  bone  itself,  perhaps  rather  the  tissue  occupying  the  Haversian 
canals,  is  capable,  under  certain  conditions,  of  producing  new  bone.  In 
other  cases  there  is  more  considerable  inflammation,  it  may  be  with 
suppuration,  and  granulation  tissue  is  produced.  This  granulation  tissue, 
ixrising  largely  from  the  periosteum,  develops  according  to  circumstances 
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bone,  cartilage  or  connective  tissue,  forming  the  callus  and  ultimately 
supplying  the  permanent  bond  of  union  between  the  broken  ends. 

It  has  recently  been  shown  by  the  observations  of  Dr.  Macewen  of 
Glasgow  that  BONE  MAY  BE  TRANSPLANTED.  Pieces  of  bone  have  been 
taken  from  a  person,  and  used  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  a  bone,  and  they  have 
both  lived  and  grown  larger  in  their  new  position. 

Nerve-fibres  show  a  certain  power  of  new-formation  when  divided 
or  M'hen  portions  are  excised.  When  a  nerve  is  thus  divided,  even  if  the 
two  ends  are  separated  for  some  distance,  there  is  often,  after  a  time,  a 
full  re-establishment  of  the  conduction.  It  appears  that  from  the  central 
end  pale  fibres  grow  out.  These  pass  to  the  peripheral  end,  and  con- 
stitute the  axis  cylinders,  which  afterwards  acquire  medullary  sheaths 
and  so  become  complete  nerve-fibres.  In  this  way  a  considerable  length 
of  nerve  msiy  apparently  be  restored. 

There  is  another  form  of  regeneration  sometimes  described,  but  it  is 
of  a  more  doubtful  nature.  When  a  nerve  is  divided,  the  fibres  in  the 
peripheral  portion,  from  its  cut  end  downwards  to  its  ultimate  distribu- 
tion, show  a  peculiar  change,  consisting  mainly  in  degeneration  of  the 
medullary  sheath.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  axis  cylinder  takes  any 
part  in  this  process.  After  the  cut  ends  join,  the  nerve-fibres  are 
restored,  and  this  by  a  process  which  may  be  called  regeneration  of  the 
medullary  sheath. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  when  a  MUSCLE  is  wounded  the 
gap  is  filled  by  connective  tissue ;  there  is  no  proper  regeneration.  But 
there  may  be  loss  of  the  contractile  substance  by  degeneration,  as  in 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart.  When  such  a  process  is  intense,  it 
seems  impossible  that  the  muscular  fibres  can  be  restored,  and  as  the 
heart  often  recovers  there  must  be  a  regeneration  of  the  contractile  sub- 
stance. But  in  this  case  there  is  not  a  destruction  of  the  muscular 
nuclei,  and  therefore  not  a  regeneration  of  the  muscular  cell  as  a  whole. 
In  the  case  of  unstriped  muscle  there  is  probably  also  an  occasional 
degeneration  and  renewal  of  the  contractile  cells. 


INFECTIVE  TUMOURS  (GRANULATION  TISSUE 

TUMOURS). 


rpmS  class  of  tumours  is  taken  up  here  chiefly  because  they  show  in 
-*~  their  structure  and  general  relations  considerable  analogies  to  in- 
flammation on  the  one  hand  and  tumours  proper  on  the  other.  As  indi- 
cated in  a  previous  part,  the  expression  infective  means  that  the  disease 
is  '  spreading,'  that  it  depends  on  some  virus  which  propagates  itself,  and 
tends  to  reproduce  the  same  kind  of  lesion  outside  its  original  seat.  In 
two  forms  of  disease  included  here,  the  exact  nature  of  the  Adrus  has  been 
made  out,  namely,  in  tuberculosis  and  leprosy ;  and  in  both  it  is  found 
to  be  a  micro-organism  in  the  form  of  a  short  rod-shaped  liacillus.  It 
may  perhaps  be  legitimately  inferred  that  in  all  the  rest  specific  organ 
isms  are  the  infective  agents.  It  may  be  added  that  several  of  these 
forms  of  disease  are  not  only  infective  but  infectious,  communicable, 
that  is  to  say,  from  person  to  person;  some  are  capable  of  being  inocu- 
lated into  animals. 

The  virus  acts  as  an  irritant,  and  the  resulting  lesions  present  strong 
analogies  to  inflammations.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  micro- 
oro-anisms,  where  they  are  concerned,  themselves  irritate  the  tissues  ;  it 
is  more  probable  that  the  irritation  is  due  to  chemical  products  resultinj: 
from  their  vital  processes.  The  resulting  lesions  are  in  some  cases  indis 
tino-uishable  from  those  of  inflammation,  and  Ave  shall  see  afterwards  that 
weliave  to  speak  of  syphiHtic  and  tubercular  inflammations.  But  the 
virus  also  takes  usually  a  more  local  habitation,  and  concentrating  its 
action  on  particular  points,  it  gives  rise  to  mimerous  lesions,  having  more 
or  less  the  character  of  tumours.  Even  the  tumours  present  great  anulo- 
o-ies  to  inflammation  in  their  structure.  They  are  formed  of  granulation 
tissue,  and  are  often  called  GRANULATION  TISSUE  TUMOURS  or  graun- 
lomas. 
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But  the  tissue  of  the  tumours  presents  certain  difFerences  from 
ordinary  granulation  tissue  chiefly  in  its  tendencies.  The  granulation 
cells  tend  to  undergo  fatty  degeneration,  and  so  the  tissue  may  become 
caseous  or  break  down.  At  the  same  time  there  is  the  more  normal 
tendency  to  undergo  development  into  connective  tissue,  and  this  may 
go  on  in  an  imperfect  way  alongside  the  other  change.  Hence  the 
tumours  frequentlj^  present  great  varieties  in  structure,  and  it  is  some- 
times difficult  fully  to  unravel  their  relations. 


SYPHILIS. 

In  this  section  we  have  to  consider  the  general  relations  of  this 
disease.  In  what  has  gone  before  some  of  the  grounds  have  been  indi- 
cated for  stating  that  A  VIRUS  is  concerned  in  its  production.  In  addition 
the  following  may  be  mentioned ;  it  is  well  known  that  the  discharges 
from  a  syphilitic  person  are  contagious  ;  and  it  is  also  generally  believed 
that  in  the  secondary  stage  the  blood,  and  even  the  milk,  are  infectious. 
In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  an  attack  of  syj)hilis 
generally  confers  immunity  against  a  further  attack,  the  analogy  with 
the  specific  fevers  being  suggested  by  this. 


Fig.  48. -Section  of  a  hard  chancre  at  its  marginal  part.  The  granulation  tissue  occupies  the 
skni  under  the  epidomiis,  gradually  replacing  the  latter.  x75. 

A  virus  is  the  cause  of  the  disease,  and  as  a  general  rule  it  is  usually 
ai)plied  to  some  part  of  the  organs  of  generation.  It  may  be  applied, 
however,  to  soma  other  part,  as  to  the  finger  (in  the  case  of  a  surgeon 
examining  a  part),  to  the  lip  (as  in  the  case  from  which  Fig.  48  is  taken), 
to  the  eyelids  or  other  external  part.    The  result  is  the  indurated  or 
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PRIMARY  CHANCRE.  This  consists  of  a  raised  hard  structure  generall\ 
with  an  ulcerated  surface.  Examined  microscopically,  it  is  found  that 
the  epidei'mal  covering  of  the  skin  is  not  necessarily  lost,  but  that 
beneath  it,  and  in  the  central  part,  it  may  be  to  some  extent  replacing 
it,  there  is  an  enormous  formation  of  granulation  tissue  (Fig.  48).  The 
true  skin  is  entirely  replaced  by  this  granulation  tissue,  and  instead  of 
it  there  is  a  bulky  mass  of  round  cells.  This  structure  may  be  regarded 
as  inflammatory,  but  it  may  also  be  regarded  as  a  kind  of  tumour,  and 
may  be  taken  as  the  type  of  the  syphilitic  tumour.  In  its  less  common 
seats  it  may  very  closely  resemble  another  form  of  tumour.  Thus  a 
chancre  of  the  lip  may  be  mistaken  for  an  epithelioma,  and  be  excised 
under  that  impression.  This  actually  occurred  in  the  case  from  which 
Fig.  48  was  taken.  The  tissue,  although  like  in  structure  to  granula- 
tions,  does  not,  like  them,  readily  form  connective  tissue,  but  remains 
long  in  the  same  rudimentary  condition,  and  when  it  disappears  leaves 
comparatively  little  of  a  cicatrix.  On  the  other  hand  it  sometimes 
becomes  caseous,  but  this  does  not  so  readily  occur  here  as  in  some  other 
localities. 

The  virus  is  carried  from  the  indurated  chancre  by  the  lymphatics, 
and  in  the  first  place  lodges  and  is  caught  in  the  neighbouring 
LYMPHATIC  GLANDS,  where  it  again  produces  similar  results,  namely  a 
great  production  of  ill-formed  granulation  tissue  which  has  little  tend- 
ency to  develop  into  proper  connective  tissue,  but  readily  undergoes  an 
irregular  caseous  metamorphosis,  and  occasionally  takes  on  the  phage- 
dsenic  character. 

After  an  interval  the  virus  passes  into  the  blood.  There  is  a 
period  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  period  of  incubation,  or  self-propa- 
gation of  the  virus  between  its  first  introduction  into  the  system  and  the 
evidences  of  its  presence  in  the  blood — the  virus  seems  to  take  a  certain 
time  to  reproduce  itself  in  quantity,  and  it  generally  does  so  chiefly  in 
the  lymphatic  glands.  When  an  agent  exists  in  the  blood  in  a  finely 
divided  state  it  will  be  carried  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  and  if  it  pro- 
duces lesions  they  will  probably  be  symmetrical,  as  the  corresponding 
parts  in  each  lateral  half  of  the  body  are  for  the  most  part  in  similar 
circumstances,  and  are  similarly  affected  by  any  agent  acting  equally  on 
them.  The  existence  of  symmetrical  lesions  is  presumptive  evidence 
that  a  disease  is  due  to  something  in  the  blood.  In  the  secondary  stage 
of  syphilis  then  we  have  the  virus  in  the  blood,  and  the  result  is  s\nn- 
metrical  lesions  of  the  skin,  mucous  membranes,  bones,  etc. 
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These  secondary  lesions  are  inflammatory  in  character,  and  have 
generally  a  resemblance  to  ordinary  inflammations.  They  are  most 
freqnent  in  the  skin,  and  so  we  have  the  syphilitic  roseola,  eczema,  etc., 
but  other  parts  may  be  affected,  and  we  have  syphilitic  periostitis, 
pharyngitis,  etc.  It  is  a  question  to  what  extent  inflammations  occur 
in  internal  organs  in  this  stage,  but  according  to  Hutchinson  they  are 
more  frequent  than  is  generally  supposed,  but  are  rarely  seen  because 
persons  seldom  die  in  the  secondary  stage. 

The  secondary  stage  has  been  aptly  compared  with  the  eruptive  stage 
of  specific  fevers,  it  is  like  a  fever  long  drawn  out.  There  is  in  both 
cases  a  virus  in  the  blood,  and  in  syphilis,  as  well  as  in  the  acute  fevers, 
there  is  generally  elevation  of  temperature.  The  analogy  between  the 
rash  of  secondary  syphilis  and  those  of  measles,  scarlet  fever,  small-pox, 
etc.,  is  also  suggestive,  the  skin  affections  in  both  classes  of  cases  being- 
inflammatory. 

During  this  stage  then  the  Adrus  is  active  in  the  blood,  and  it  is 
generally  held  that  the  blood  and  secretions  are  contagious.  The 
person  is  also  in  the  position  of  transmitting  the  disease  to  his  offspring, 
the  virus  apparently  passing  into  the  germ  and  sperm  cells.  Just  as  in 
the  specific  fevers,  the  virus  dies  out  of  the  blood  spontaneously,  and 
the  various  secondary  lesions  disappear.  When  the  virus  is  no  longer 
in  the  blood  this  fluid  will  cease  to  be  contagious  and  the  disease  will  no 
longer  be  transmissible  to  the  offspring.  But  it  is  not  to  be  inferred 
that  the  disappearance  of  the  secondary  lesions  is  absolute  proof  of  the 
virus  having  died  out  of  the  blood,  and  it  would  not  be  safe  to  advise  a 
patient  that  he  could  safely  marry  till  at  least  two  years  after  the  sub- 
sidence of  all  secondary  symptoms. 

In  this  secondary  stage  it  is  not  common  to  meet  with  tumours  like 
the  indurated  chancre.  They  are  characteristic  rather  of  the  next  stage, 
and  when  they  do  occur  in  this  stage  they  are  small  and  accompanied 
by  more  pronounced  inflammatory  manifestations. 

The  TERTIARY  STAGE  is  chiefly  characterized  hy  the  formation  of 
tumours  to  which  the  name  Gummata  is  applied.  They  are  composed 
similarly  to  the  indurated  chancre,  namely  of  granulation  tissue  in  the  first 
instance,  but  in  them  this  tissue  has  a  much  greater  tendency  to  undergo 
wiseous  necrosis,  although  the  transformation  into  connective  tissue  also 
occurs.  Hence  it  happens  that  the  gumma  of  the  tertiary  stage  is  very 
commonly  more  or  less  caseous  in  certain  of  its  parts. 

To  the  naked  eye  the  tumour  is  a  whitish  or  greyish  body,  commonly 
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witli  a  yellow  caseous  appearance  in  its  central  parts,  or  iri'cgularly  dis- 
tn],utc(l.  It  varies  in  size,  sometimes  as  small  as  a  millet  seed,  in  which 
case  it  is  usually  multiple,  l)ut  it  is  usually  much  largei-,  and  may  attain 
the  size  of  an  apple.  The  tumour  is  not  generally  sharply  defined  fi'om 
neighhouring  structures,  but  its  periphery  mei'ges  in  a  firm  connecti\'e 
tissue  which  usually  extends  outwards  into  neighliouring  structures, 
so  that  the  tumour  appears  planted  in  the  midst  of  a  cicatricial  mass. 

Under  the  .  microscope 
the  tumour  will  be  found, 
as  in  Figs.  49  and  50,  to 
replace  a  certain  portion  of 
the  normal  tissue.  The 
central  caseous  part  will  be 
opaque  as  in  c,  Fig.  50. 
Externally  there  is  more 
transparent  tissue  (h),  while 
around  and  in  neighbouring 
parts  of  the  organ  there  is 
new-formed  connective  tis- 
sue, as  at  d  in  the  figure. 

In  Fig.  51  the  appear- 
ances seen  under  a  higher 

I'l!,'.  411.-  Uumma  of  Kiduej-.  The  opaque  central  part  power  are  shown,  the  IJartS 
{(0  is  caseous  ;  arouud  this  there  is  fil^rous  and  granulation       ,         ^    .  , 

tissue  (t).  x20.  (Cornil  and  Ranvieb.)  taken  bemg  from  6  and  c 

in  Fig.  50.  It  is  seen  that 
the  peripheral  portions  (Fig.  51  a)  of  the  tumour  present  innumer- 
able round  cells  mixed  with  fibrous  tissue,  which  latter  is  often  very 
pronounced.  The  caseous  parts  are  opaque  and  present  fine  fat  granules 
with  shrunken  cells  and  nuclei  (Fig.  51  6). 

The  tumours  are  met  with  in  almost  all  the  tissues  of  the  body, 
skin,  mucous  membranes,  subcutaneous  tissue,  in  the  substance  of 
muscles  (as  in  the  tongue),  periosteum,  liver,  dura  mater,  soft  membranes 
of  the  brain,  cerebral  nerves,  etc.  The  name  gumma  does  not  express 
their  usual  consistence,  and  is  stated  to  have  been  first  ajiplied  to  the 
periosteal  form. 

The  caseous  metamorphosis  leads  to  various  results,  according  to  the 
■situation  and  circumstances  of  the  gumma.  If  the  tumours  have  a 
superficial  situation,  then  ulceration  results,  and  we  have  a  deep  exca-_ 
vated  ulcer  with  swollen  infiltrated  walls,  consisting  of  tissue  like  that 
of  the  gumma,  and  with  the  same  tendency  to  degeneration,  so  tliat  the 
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ulceration  extends.  As  the  tumour  involves  neighljouring  structure 
which  undergo  necrosis  along  with  the  caseous  process  in  the  tumour, 
there  may  be  great  destruction  of  tissue  brought  about.  In  interna" 
organs  the  caseous  material  may  long  lie  apparently  unaltered.  Th 
gumma  may  be  virtually  healed,  its  granulation  tissue  al)sorbed  or  con 
verted  into  connective  tissue,  while  the  caseous  matter  remains,  and  * 
finally  left  in  the  midst  of  a  cicatrix  where  it  may  become  calcified. 

It  appears  that  the  absorption  of  a  gumma  may  be  promoted  b 
the  administration  of  remedies.    The  exact  process  by  which  this  i 
brought  about  is  hardly  known,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  simple  fatt 
degeneration  with  absorption,  in  the  way  indicated  in  the  section  on 
fatty  degeneration. 

We  have  still  to  inquire  what  may  be  the  relation  of  these  tertiary 
lesions  to  the  virus.  '  The  virus  no  longer  exists  in  the  blood,  and  in 
accordance  with  this  the  lesions  are  characteristically  unsymmetrical. 
The  most  probable  supposition  is  that,  after  the  close  of  the  secondai) 
stage  some  of  the  virus  has  remained  lying  in  a  particular  part.  Per- 
haps a  small  gumma  has  formed,  and  the  virus  has  lain  in  it  quiescent 
but  still  surviving.  It  may  be  waked  up  by  some  accidental  circum- 
stance in  the  life  of  the  patient,  at  any  period  afterwards,  perhaps  as 
long  as  twenty  years.  The  virus  propagates  itself,  but  its  effects  aie 
local.  It  may  produce  a  tumour  of  large  size,  but  it  does  not  pass  into 
the  blood,  and  does  not  produce  the  lesions  of  the  secondary  stage.  It 
has  been  matter  of  dispute  whether  a  tertiary  gumma  is  an  infectious 
lesion,  and  the  fact  that  the  blood  of  the  patient  does  not  become  in- 
fected might  seem  to  answer  the  question  in  the  negative.  It  is  to  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  person  already  possesses  an  immunity  b}- 
having  passed  through  the  secondary  stage.  The  gumma  is  probal)I\- 
capable  of  producing  syphilis  in  another  person. 

The  tertiary  stage  of  syphilis  is  often  in  its  later  period  associate 
with  AMYLOID  DISEASE.    This  is  not  from  the  direct  action  of  the  virus, 
l)ut  is  due  to  the  condition  of  the  blood  induced  by  the  serious  organic 
lesions. 

Syphilis  is  often  associated  with  a  condition  of  the  arteries 
which  will  come  up  for  discussion  farther  on.  Wherever  there  is,  as  so 
frequently  happens,  a  considerable  formation  of  granulation  tissue  passing 
into  connective  tissue,  the  arteries  take  part  in  the  inflammation,- and 
we  have  especially  thickening  of  the  internal  coat,  sometimes  goiiig  on 
to  complete  obliteration  of  the  calil)re  of  the  vessel.    This  is  sometimes 
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very  strikingl}'  seen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  gummata,  and  by  diminishing 
the  blood  supply,  it  may  contribute  to  the  degeneration  of  the  gumma. 
It  also  predisposes  to  degenerations  in  parts  around,  as  where  soften- 
ing of  the  brain  occurs  in  connection  with  gummata. 

Hereditary  Syphilis. — We  have  already  seen  that  syphilis,  in  the 
secondary  stage  at  least,  may  be  transmitted  to  the  offspring.  In  the 
acute  period  the  children  often  die  in  utero,  or  they  sicken  soon  after 
birth  and  die  within  a  iew  weeks.  But  it  often  happens  that  the  child- 
ren do  not  show  any  evidence  of  syphilis  for  months  or  years.  In  this 
way  we  may  distinguish  cases  of  congenital  syphilis  from  cases  of 
simple  hereditary  syphiHs,  the  former  being  born  with  syphilitic  lesions, 
the  latter  only  acquiring  them  afterwards. 

In  CONGENITAL  SYPHILIS  the  most  constant  and  unequivocal  lesion  is 
the  affection  of  the  bones,  which  will  be  considered  afterwards.  In  this 
condition  there  is  the  formation  of  a  kind  of  gummatous  tissue  appar- 
ently, with  inflammatory  conditions. 

In  the  simj)le  hereditary  cases  the  lesions  are,  like  those  of  the 
secondary  stage,  mainly  inflammatory.  There  are  inflammations  of  the 
skin,  mucous  membranes,  cornea,  etc.  The  characteristic  malformation 
of  the  teeth  which  Hutchinson  has  pointed  out  seems  related  to  the 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  gums  during  the  develop- 
ment of  the  teeth. 

TUBEECLE  AND  TUBEECULOSIS. 

We  enter  here  on  a  somewhat  debateable  department  of  Patholog}', 
but  the  investigations  of  experimental  pathology  have  recently  given  a 
firmer  basis  to  our  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

GrENERAL  TuBERGULOSfs. — We  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of 
syphilis  that  in  the  secondary  stage  there  is  a  virus  in  the  blood  which 
produces  secondary  lesions  in  diverse  organs.  This  secondary  stage  of 
syphilis  has  been  sometimes  compared  to  a  long  drawn-out  fever,  and 
we  saw  that  the  symmetrical  character  of  the  lesions  was  to  be  regarded 
as  presumptive  evidence  that  the  virus  is  in  the  blood. 

Now  in  ACUTE  MILIARY  TUBERCULOSIS  we  have  a  condition  in  which 
lesions  appear  in  diverse  organs  and  occur  symmetrically,  and  it  may  be 
well  to  begin  our  study  of  tuberculosis  with  this  disease.  We  have  in 
it  an  undoubted  tuberculosis,  and  the  principles  which  we  are  able 
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to  establish  in  regard  to  this  disease  will  afford  us  a  ci-iterion  by  wliidi 
we  may  judge  of  the  nature  of  other  processes  more  doul)tfully  or  Ic-s 
purely  tubercular.  The  disease  much  more  closely  resembles  an  acuic 
fever  than  secondary  syphilis  does,  and  is  often  mistaken  for  typhoid 
fever.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  there  spring  up  in  the  liui^is, 
kidneys,  liver,  lymi)hatic  glands,  and  frequently  also  in  the  soft  meui 
branes  of  the  brain,  substance  of  the  heart,  spleen,  and  elsewhere,  a 
multitude  of  small  lesions  whose  structure  will  be  described  presently. 
In  the  case  of  bilateral  organs,  such  as  the  kidneys,  the  little  lesions  aic 
scattered  through  both,  and  are  present  in  all  parts  of  each  organ. 
Looking  at  a  case  of  acute  miliary  tuberciilosis,  the  conclusion 
can  hardly  be  avoided  that  there  is  here  a  virus  which  has  been 
circulating  in  the  blood  and  sown  wherever  the  blood  has  reached, 
although  producing  its  effects  only  in  organs  affording  a  fitting  nidus 
for  it. 

It  may  be  well  here  at  the  outset  to  inquire  what  is  the  structure 
of  these  multitudinous  lesioiis,  each  of  which  is  a  miliary  tubercle. 
They  present  certain  differences  in  their  various  situations,  but  there 
are  certain  points  of  agreement  in  all.    If  we  take  a  very  recent  case 


Fig.  52.-  Milini-j'  tubercles  in  lung.    The  opaque  centriil  parts  are  caseous.  xlO. 


and  examine  the  lung,  we  shall  find  an  immense  number  of  minute 
nearly  globular  bodies  (Fig.  52),  occupying  the  stroma  of  the  lung,  and 
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very  often  either  involving  a  blood-vessel  or  immediately  bordering  on 
one.  These  bodies  are  the  tubercles,  and  whether  in  the  lung  or  else- 
where they  present  a  structure  which  is  virtually  identical  in  every 
part.    Fig-  53  shows  a  very  small  tubercle  from  a  lymphatic  gland,  con- 


Fig.        Tubercle  in  a  bronchial  gland.  x850. 


siderably  magnified.  It  is  seen  to  be  a  defined  roundish  body,  present- 
ing at  its  peripheral  parts  numbers  of  round  cells  like  leucocytes  ;  nearer 
the  centre  rather  larger  cells,  like  the  foi'mative  cells  of  granulation 
tissue,  and  often  called  epithelioid  cells ;  and  in  its  more  central  parts  one 
or  more  gigantic  cells  having  numerous  nuclei,  the  so-called  giant-cells. 
These  various  structures  are  not  to  be  distinguished  in  every  one  of  the 
tubercles,  as  it  depends  on  the  section  whether  their  central  parts 
are  shown,  and,  besides,  they  are  liable  to  degeneration,  Avhich  obscures 
their  structure. 

We  can  hardly  avoid  calhng  these  little  bodies  tumours,  and  to 
bodies  of  this  kind  we  shall  confine  the  name  tubercles ;  these  are 
miliary  tubercles. 

Their  relation  to  the  blood-vessels  is  often  very  well  seen  if  the  soft 
membranes  of  the  brain  are  involved.  In  the  adventitia  of  the  fine 
arteries  of  the  pia  mater,  there  will  be  found  aggregations  of  cells,  form- 
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ing  sonietiines,  as  in  Fig.  54,  a  ])roniinenct!  on  the  wall,  oj-,  if  tlie  ve8s<  I 
bo  small,  a  s])in(llo-shapc(l  sheath  around  it. 


Fig.  54.— Tubercle  on  ai  teiy  of  pia  mater.  x300. 


The  cells  constituting  the  tubercles  are  prone  to  undergo  CASEOUS 
NECROSIS  so  that,  as  in  Fig.  52,  the  central  parts  are  often  markedly  opaque, 
and  the  structure  completely  obscured.  The  giant-cells  are  often  dotted 
with  fine  fat  granules,  and  fatty  degeneration  frequently  overtakes  the 
greater  part  of  the  tubercle.  It  should  be  added  that  very  frequently 
what  appears  to  the  naked  eye  to  be  a  single  tubercle  often  turns  out, 
under  the  microscope,  to  be  a  group  of  two  or  more,  and  even  when 
completely  coalesced  this  may  still  be  indicated  by  the  caseous  meta- 
morphosis having  two  or  more  distinct  centres  joined  at  the  periphery. 
The  tubercles  contain  no  blood-vessels,  and  this  may  partly  explain 
their  proneness  to  caseous  metamorphosis. 

We  have  hitherto  referred  only  to  the  caseous  change  which  tubercles 
undergo,  but  it  has  to  be  added  that  they  are  liable  also  to  a  change 
which^'may  be  called  fibrous  transformation.  We  have  already  seen 
that  tubercles  contain  the  elements  of  inflammatory  new-formation,  in 
their  details  having  all  the  ultimate  constituents  of  granulation  tissue, 
except  the  blood-vessels.  They  may,  like  this  tissue,  present  a  tendency 
to  organization,  and  be  converted  into  masses  of  hard,  solid,  connective 
tissue    It  is  noteworthy  that  when  this  occurs  the  inflammatory  products 
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1  commonly  undergo  similar  changes,  making,  as  a  rule,  common 
^vith  the  tubercles  whether  the  change  he  caseous  or  fihrous. 
riiis  form  is  less  common  than  the  caseous,  and  its  occurrence  is  proh- 
al)ly  determined  by  peculiarities  of  the  constitution  or  circumstances  of 
the  individual. 

Connection  of  Tuberculosis  and  Inflammation.— In  the  above 
remarks  the  structure  of  the  typical  tubercle  has  been  described,  but  it 
is  not  common  to  meet  with  tubercles  entirely  free  from  inflammatory 
complication,  although  cases  of  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  do  occur  in 
children  in  which  the  tubercles  are  virtually  pure.  In  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  however,  there  are  evidences  of  inflammation  around 
them.  In  the  case  of  the  lung,  for  instance,  the  alveoli  immediately 
hordering  on  the  tubercle  are  filled  with  large  cells,  the  products  of 
catarrhal  inflammation,  and  the  Avails  of  the  alveoli  are  infiltrated 
with  round  cells.  These  inflammatory  products  frequently  make  the 
tubercles  appear  to  the  naked  eye  much  larger  than  they  really  are — 
the  tubercle  and  inflamed  lung  tissue  making  a  common  mass.  Through- 
out the  lung  also,  and  aAvay  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  tubercles, 
there  are  often  evidences  of  inflammation  in  the  form  of  serous  exuda- 
tion and  catarrhal  cells  in  the  alveoli.  In  the  pia  mater  the  inflamma- 
tory products  are  so  abundant  that  they  give  their  character  to  the 
disease  called  tubercular  meningitis,  and  by  their  presence  obscure 
the  actual  tubercles,  which  are  often  difficult  to  see. 

The  iiiflammations  which  are  of  nearly  constant  occurrence  in 
connection  with  tubercles  may  be  accounted  for  in  various  ways.  They 
may  be  due  directly  to  the  action  of  the  virus,  or  to  an  irritation 
snrintjfimf  from  the  mere  presence  of  the  tubercles  acting  as  foreign 
bodies.  Looking  to  the  case  of  syphilis  where  we  have  the  virus  pro- 
ducing  both  inflammations  and  gummata,  the  presumption  is  that  both 
tubercles  and  inflammation  are  to  be~traced  to  the  virus.  The  tubercles 
themselves,  in  their  structure,  present,  as  we  have  seen,  close  analogies 
to  inflammatory  products,  and  to  syphilitic  gummata.  We  have  the 
same  round  and  epithelioid  cells.  And  even  the  giant  cells  are  met 
with  in  luxuriant  granulations.  The  new-formed  cells  in  tubercles 
again  are  prone  to  degeneration  just  as  those  in  gummata.  The 
tubercles  diflfer  from  gummata  in  their  small  size,  a  ^single  tubercle 
b^ing,  as  a  rule,  just  visible  to  the  naked  eye ;  and  in  the  regularity  of 
their  structure,  which,  with  great  uniformity,  agrees  with  the  description 
given  above.  It  is  interesting  that  in  both  these  diseases  there  is  such 
a  tendency  to  inflammatory  formations,  and  to  the   production  of 
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tumours,  wliich  in  their  .structiii'c  sliow  such  analogies  to  inflam 
mation. 

Local  Tujj1i;ii(;uia)SIs. — ^Wc  have  seen  that  in  acute  miliary  tuljer- 
culosis  there  is  something  analogous  to  the  secondary  stage  of  syphilis 
in  which  a  virus  exists  in  the  blood,  and  we  have  now  to  inquire 
whether  there  is  anything  analogous  to  the  tertiary  stage  in  which  the 
virus  is  localized,  and  the  lesions  are  unsymmetrical.  Doubtless 
tubercles,  like  gummata,  may  become  oljsolete,  ami  possibly  the  virus 
may  wear  itself  out,  but  it  is  not  known  that  any  patient  has  ever  sur- 
vived a  general  miliary  tulDerculosis,  so  that  we  have  here  nothing  strictly 
analogous  to  the  tertiary  stage. 

But  we  have  such  a  thing  as  a  Local  Tuberculosis,  an  unsymmetrical 
tubercular  lesion.  Many  instances  of  this  may  be  adduced,  and  in  all 
of  them  there  are  evidences  to  be  found  of  similar  characters  to  those 
seen  in  acute  general  tuberculosis.  The  existence  of  a  virus  is  indicated 
by  the  infective  character  of  the  lesions,  that  is  to  say,  the  tendency, 
when  the  disease  has  manifested  itself  in  a  part,  to  propagate  itself  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  as  if  there  were  a  virus,  which,  reproducing  itself 
in  the  original  centre,  was  carried  outwards  and  gave  rise  to  similar 
lesions  around.  Again,  in  these  local  manifestations  the  tuberculosis  is 
accompanied  by  inflammation,  and  here,  also,  the  tubercles  as  well  as 
the  inflammatory  products  tend  to  undergo  changes  the  chief  of  which 
is  caseous  necrosis. 

As  an  example  of  this  we  may  take  tuberculosis  of  serous 
CAVITIES,  such  as  the  peritoneum  or  pericardium.  If  the  tubercular 
virus  gets  into  the  peritoneum  it  is  carried  up  and  do-wm  in  it,  and  the 
result  is  the  production  of  tubercles  in  every  region  of  the  ca^dty.  The 
tuberculosis  is  accompanied  by  inflammation,  so  that  tuberculosis  of  the 
peritoneum  is  known  under  the  name  of  tubercidar  peritonitis.  The 
peritoneum,  being  a  lymphatic  sac,"is  directly  related,  as  we  shall  see  in 
connection  Avith  the  spread  of  cancerous  tumours,  to  the  lymphatics  in 
the  diaphragm,  and  through  the  diaphragm  with  the  pleural  cavity, 
which  is  another  lymphatic  sac.  The  virus  appears  to  be  carried  through 
the  diaphragm  in  many  cases  of  tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum,  an<l 
produces  an"  eruption  of  tubercles  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pleural 
cavity. 

Take,  again,  local  tuberculosis  of  the  kidney,  forming  the  disea.se 
sometimes  called  RENAL  phthisis.  When  this  disease  is  fully  developed 
there  are,  usually  in  one  kidney,  irregular  cavities  lined  with  ragged 
ulcers,  and  these  cavities  often  replace  the  greater  part  of  the  kidney 
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tissue.  In  this  disease  the  course  of  events  seems  to  be  this  :  tubercles 
are  formed  at  the  apices  of  the  pyramids  of  the  kidney  where  they  pro- 
ject into  the  caHces,  or  else  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pelvis  itself. 
These  tubercles  in  the  usual  way  undergo  caseous  necrosis,  and,  being 
on  a  surface,  they  break  down  and  form  tubercular  ulcers.  Mean- 
while the  virus  has  extended  deeper  into  the  kidney  tissue,  and  a  fresh 
crop  of  tubercles  has  arisen  beyond  the  ulcer.  These  tubercles  in 
succession  undergo  caseous  necrosis  and  break  down,  and  at  the  same 
time  fresh  crops  are  formed,  so  that  a  progressive  destruction  of  the 


■Pig.  55.— Tubercular  ulcer  of  intestine.  Tlio  rounded  form  of  the  tubercles  around  the  ulcer  (a) 
is  seen,  some  of  them  breaking  up  the  muscular  coat  (&) ;  one  (d)  outside  this  coat,  and  beneath 
the  peritoneum,    x  10. 

kidney  tissue  results.  (A  similar  process  of  ulceration  is  indicated' .'in 
the  accompanying  illustration  (Fig.  -55)  of  a  tubercular  ulcer  of  the 
intestine.)  But  the  virus  is  not  only  carried  inwards  into  the  kidney 
tissue,  but  also  downward  into  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  down  the 
ureter.  As  it  is  borne  along  it  seems  to  lodge  on  these  surfaces,  and 
produce  similar  changes-  tubercular  ulceration  of  the  pelvis  of  the 
kidney,  of  the  ureter,  of  the  bladder,  and  sometimes  also  of  the  vesicul» 
seminales  or  vasa  deferentia.  From  the  bladder  the  ulceration  may 
extend  to  the  ureter  of  the  opposite  side,  but  usually  it  confines 
itself  to  the  portion  close  to  the  vesical  opening,  hardly  ascending 
against  the  current  of  the  urine. 

In  the  case  of  renal  phthisis  we  see  how  the  caseous  necrosis  lead.? 
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to  tubercular  ulceration,  the  caseous  material  being  removed,  and  leaving 
an  ulcerated  surface,  and  this  case  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  that  pro-  ' 
cess.  But  sometimes  in  the  ureter  the  caseous  material  is  not  carried 
away,  but  remains  as  a  dense  consistent  layer,  lining  the  tube,  it  may  be, 
in  its  entire  length.  There  are  cases  again  in  which  a  local  tuberculosis 
occurring  in  the  midst  of  an  organ  leads  to  a  considerable  accumulation 
of  caseous  material. 

A  typical  instance  of  this  is  presented  by  the  SCROFULOUS  tuberclk 
OF  THE  BRAIN.  In  the  brain  substance  of  children  we  sometimes  meet 
with  a  considerable  tumour  composed  of  dense  caseous  material,  sur- 
rounded by  a  zone  of  grey  transparent  tissue.  The  course  of  events 
has  been,  that  a  group  of  tubercles  has  first  formed,  let  us  say  from  the 
virus  having  lodged  here.  These  have  undergone  caseous  metamor- 
phosis while  a  fresh  crop  has  been  produced  at  their  periphery.  And 
so  as  time  elapses  there  is  ever  fresh  new-formation  of  tubercles  and 
their  death  and  degeneration.  In  this  way  a  caseous  mass  is  formed  of 
the  remains  of  myriads  of  dead  tubercles.  The  grey  transparent  zone 
at  the  periphery  is  composed  of  tubercles  not  yet  degenerated,  mixed 
with  inflammatory  products.  The  existence  of  a  virus  is  here  shown 
by  the  tendency  to  extend  by  the  successive  formation  of  crops  of  fresh 
tubercles. 

Artificial  Production  of  Tuberculosis. — In  what  has  gone 
before  it  has  been  shown  that  in  acute  general  tuberculosis  there  is 
a  virus  in  the  blood  producing  multitudinous  tubercles  in  various 
organs.  It  has  also  appeared  that  in  cases  of  local  tuberculosis  there 
is  a  virus  producing  tubercles  by  a  process  which  may  be  called  infective, 
inasmuch  as  the  influence  passes  out  from  a  centre  and  infects  the 
neighbouring  tissues.  We  have  now  to  inquire  whether  the  virus  can 
be  conveyed  from  one  animal  to  another  by  inoculation. 

Numerous  experimenters  since  the  time  of  Villemin  have  show 
that  in  certain  animals,  especially  guinea-pigs,  it  is  possible  to  produce 
a  GENERAL  TUBERCULOSIS  BY  INOCULATION  with  certain  products  from 
the  body  of  man.  When  pieces  of  a  caseous  tubercle  or  scrofulous 
lymphatic  gland  are  inoculated  under  the  skin  or  into  the  abdominal 
■cavity  of  a  guinea-pig,  then  the  animal  in  six  to  ten  weeks  dies  of 
^general  tuberculosis.  Tubercles  are  found  in  the  peritoneum,  pleura, 
kidneys,  liver,  spleen,  bone-marrow,  etc.  By  the  introduction  of  the 
material  a  virus  has  been  introduced  which  gives  rise  to  the  regular 
tubercular  manifestations. 
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A  LOCAL  TUBERCULOSIS  may  also  be  produced  by  inoculation.  In 
Cohnheim's  experiments,  for  instance,  a  piece  of  caseous  material  is 
introduced  by  an  incision  through  the  cornea  into  the  anterior  chamber 
of  the  eye  of  a  rabbit  or  guinea-pig.  If  the  substance  has  been  so  fresh 
us  to  contain  none  of  the  products  of  decomposition,  the  irritation  pro- 
duced by  its  introduction  soon  passes  away,  and  the  inoculated  sub- 
stance gets  smaller  and  smaller  and  may  even,  after  a  time,  disappear. 
For  a  time  the  eye  appears  quite  clear  and  intact.  Then  suddenly  there 
appears  in  the  iris  a  larger  or  smaller  number  of  fine  gray  nodules, 
which,  just  as  in  man,  attain  a  certain  size  and  then  become  caseous. 
In  rabbits  this  eruption  of  tubercles  generally  occurs  twenty-one  days 
after  inoculation,  in  guinea-pigs  it  is  usually  a  week  earlier,  although 
even  in  rabbits  it  may  take  place  in  fourteen  days.  The  tuberculosis 
may  confine  itself  to  the  eye  or  it  may  extend  to  other  organs. 

It  is  specially  interesting  that  in  this  case  the  virus  has  apparently 
a  period  of  incubation  of  fourteen  or  twenty-one  days,  in  this  respect 
conformins:  to  the  viruses  of  other  forms  of  disease. 

Experiments  have  also  been  made  in  which  animals  have  INSPIRED 
AIR  containing  the  sputa  of  tubercular  patients,  with  the  result  of 
inducing  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  and  bronchial  glands.  Again,  animals 
have  been  fed  with  tubercular  matter,  and  haA'^e  contracted  tuberculosis 
of  the  intestines  and  mesenteric  glands,  and  so  on.  These  experiments 
l^rove  undoubtedly  that  tubercular  material  contains  a  virus  which  is 
capable  of  transmission  to  other  living  animals  just  as  the  syphilitic 
virus  is. 

Nature  of  the  Tubercular  Virus. — But  now  the  question 
arises,  Is  this  a  specific  virus  only  produced  by  itself,  or  may  it  arise 
in  the  body  from  other  products  ?  Opinions  diverge  on  this  point. 
Villemin,  whose  experiments  are  the  eai'liest  bearing  on  this  sub- 
'ject,  and  Klebs  have  strongly  exj)ressed  the  view  that  the  tuber- 
cular virus  is  specific,  and  can  only  be  produced  by  self-propagation. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  held  by  many  that  caseous  material, 
whether  the.  result  of  the  degeneration  of  tubercular  j)roducts  or  of 
those  of  simple  inflammations,  is  capable  of  producing  tuberculosis. 
In  fact,  in  the  experiments  in  which  tubercular  material  is  inoculated, 
these  observers  assert  that  it  first  produces  a  local  inflammation,  and 
that  the  finely  divided  material  which  results  from  the  drying  in  of  the 
mflammatory  products  is  the  cause  of  the  tubercular  eruption.  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  in  man 


164 


IxNFKCTJVE  TUMOUIJS. 


is  often  sin)poso(l  to  take  its  origin  in  some  local  mass  of  caseous 
material,  and  that  local  tuberculosis,  say  of  the  lung,  is  frequently,  Ijy 
such  authors,  referred  to  the  products  of  caseous  necrosis  in  the  inflam- 
matory exudation  of  a  simple  catarrhal  pneumonia. 

This  matter  we  may  now  regard  as  finally  set  at  rest  l)y  the  recent 
discoveries  of  Koch,  already  confirmed  by  several  others,  that  the  virus 
of  tuberculosis  is  essentially  connected  with  a  particular  form  of  micro- 
organism, a  bacillus.  These  observations,  estal)lishing  as  they  do  the 
parasitic  nature  of  tuberculosis,  completely  corroborate  and  carry  to 
their  due  conclusion  the  views  expressed  in  the  preceding  pages.  By  a 
particular  method  of  observation,  Koch  has  succeeded  in  demonstrating 
the  existence  of  a  special  bacterium  (bacillus)  in  tubercles,  whether 
occurring  spontaneously  in  man  and  animals  or  induced  by  inoculation. 

^     y;>r^  The   bacilli  are  short 

^^^3     ^0^^'  ^  quarter  or  half  the 
^         length  of  a  red  l)lood  cor- 


'  puscle  (see  Fig.  56),  but 

#  occasionally  a  little  longer. 

They  are  often  in  consider- 
able  aggregates,  especially 
^0^^^  where  the  tubercular  pro- 

cess  is  advancing,  and  they 
frequently  exist  inside  the 
giant-cells.  In  many  cases 
the  rods  contain  spores, 

Fig.  56.- Tubercular  bacillus  prepared  from  sputum  iu   generally  tWO    tO    four  m 

phthisis  puimonaiis.  X1500.  each  bacillus. 

These  organisms  have  been  found  in  the  following  diseases— General 
miliary  tuberculosis,  phthisis  puimonaiis,  scrofulous  tubercle  of  the 
brain,  tuberculosis  of  the  intestine,  scrofulous  disease  of  lymphatic 
glands,  scrofulous  synovitis.  They  have  been  found  also,  uniformly,  in 
bovine  tuberculosis,  in  the  spontaneous  tuberculosis  of  guinea  pigs, 
rabbits,  and  monkeys.  They  are  also  present  in  the  tubercles  produced 
by  inoculation  in  animals. 

But  the  bacillus  has  not  only  been  discovered,  it  has  been  cultivated 
outside  the  body.  It  grows  in  blood-serum,  but  very  slowly,  and 
only  when  the  temperature  is  between  30°  and  41"  C.  The  organism 
has  been  cultivated  through  many  generations,  and  from  various  forms 
of  tuberculosis,  and  at  the  end  it  has  been  found  to  retain  all  its  viru- 
lence.    When  introduced  it  takes  about  a  week  or  ten  days  to  produce 
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imy  nicinifest  change,  but  it  ultimately  gives  rise  to  a  regular  tuber- 
culosis in  the  internal  organs. 

These  observations,  then,  distinctly  prove  that  tuberculosis  is  a 
specific  infective  disease.  Considering  that  the  bacillus  is  present 
abundantly  in  the  sputum  of  phthisis,  and  gets  dispersed  everywhere 
from  that,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  understanding  how  the  organism  gets 
into  the  body.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  in  order  to  its  development 
there  must  be  some  existing  condition  of  the  body  predisposing.  It  has 
already  been  mentioned  that  the  bacillus  is  of  slow  growth,  and  when 
it  is  carried  into  the  healthy  tissues  it  probably  gets  eliminated  before  it 
undergoes  considerable  increase.  In  the  case  of  weakly  persons,  how- 
ever, the  tissues  may  be  less  able  to  resist  its  inroads,  and  as  different 
persons  are  varioiisly  constituted  the  locality  of  the  development  will 
vary.  The  lungs,  however,  are  obviously  the  favourite  seat  of  attack, 
and  the  organism  is  doubtless  inhaled. 

According  to  the  views  already  advanced,  the  relations  of  the 
tubercular  process  and  the  area  covered  by  it  are  somewhat  more 
extended  than  many  have  hitherto  acknowledged.  Not  only  such 
definite  tubercular  conditions  as  the  scrofulous  tubercle  of  the  brain, 
but  also  pulmonary  phthisis,  scrofulous  disease  of  the  glands,  etc.,  are 
essentially  tubercular  in  their  nature.  The  virus  is  present  in  all  such 
product's,  and  they  are  capable  of  producing  tuberculosis  by  inoculation. 
The  domain  of  tuberculosis  therefore  covers  that  of  SCROFULA. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state  that  histological  investigation  seems  to 
confirm  this  latter  view.  SCROFULOUS  DISEASE  of  the  lymphatic  glands 
is  not  a  simjjle  inflammatory  swelling  of  them,  but  tubercles  of 
typical  structure  are  to  be  found  in  them  from  the  earliest  period, 
and  the  process  is  as  much  a  tubercular  one  as  the  local  tuberculosis  of 
the  brain.  It  is  the  same  with  phthisis  pu.lmonalis.  There  are  un- 
doubted inflammatory  phenomena  here,  but  tubercles  are  found  as  well, 
and  although  it  may  be  said  that  the  tubercular  formation  is  secondary 
to  the  degeneration  of  the  inflammatory  products,  the  constancy  with 
which  tubercles  are  to  be  found  in  the  earliest  periods  rather  contra- 
dicts this  view. 

The  so-called  scrofulous  diseases  are  characterized  by  a  rich  new- 
formation  of  cells,  apparently  inflammatory,  in  the  midst  of  which 
tubercles  are  to  be  found.  Both  Uibercles  and  inflammatory  products 
are  prone  to  undergo  caseous  necrosis.  Here  the  former  question  comes 
up  as  to  the  relation  of  the  inflammatory  products  to  the  specific 
tubercles.    Looking  to  the  fact  that  these  products  undergo  precisely 
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the  same  changes  as  the  tnliercles  it  seems  reasonal)le  to  infer  that  the} 
are  hoth  due  to  tlio  action  of  the  same  virus.  This  is  only  consistent 
with  what  we  have  seen  in  the  case  of  syphilis  where  the  same  virus 
produces  both  the  inflammatory  manifestations  and  the  gummata. 

Source  of  the  Tubercular  Virus. — There  are  still  some  ques- 
tions to  be  answered  after  all  that  has  been  stated  above.    If  in  acute 
t  i^iliary  ^tuberculosis  we  have  a  virus  in  the  blood,  whence  does  it 
come  ?    If  in  local  tuberculosis  tliere  is  a  virus,  what  is  its  source, 
and  how  does  it  reach  its  local  habitation  1 

It  has  been  stated  that  m  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  the  virus  is 
present  in  the  blood,  but  this  does  not  quite  explain  the  whole.  The 
virus  is  often  present  in  the  blood  without  producing  this  general 
tuberculosis.  For  instance,  in  phthisis  pulmonalis  there  are  often  a  few 
tubercles  in  the  liver  and  kidneys,  and  the  virus  must  have  reached 
these  organs  by  the  blood.  Then  in  local  tuberculosis  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  the  virus  can  have  reached  such  organs  as  the  kidneys 
or  the  joints  except  by  the  blood.  We  have  already  seen  that  the 
tubercular  bacillus  is  slow  of  growth,  and  does  not  multiply  ^vith  great 
rapidity,  and  the  probability  is  that  before  acute  miliary  tuberculosis 
can  be  produced  there  must  be  a  large  accumulation  of  it  in  the  blood. 

It  is  often  stated  that  in  acute  general  tuberculosis  the  source  of  the  ■ 
virus  is  to  be  found  in  some  old  caseous  mass  in  the  body,  such  as  a 
scrofulous  tubercle  of  the  brain  or  a  caseous  gland.  But  the  disease 
not  infrequently  occurs  without  any  such  caseous  focus  being  discovered, 
and  even  when  a  caseous  mass  exists  it  is  not  clear  how  the  virus  is . 
produced  in  such  quantity  as  we  are  led  to  infer.  In  some  cases  tuber- 
culosis of  the  thoracic  duct,  and  in  others  of  the  branches  of  the  pul- 
monary artery,  has  been  found  in  acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  and  in 
these  we  have  a  sufficient  source  of  virus  in  immediate  connection  with 
the  blood.  It  may  be  that  careful  examination  will  reveal  such  sources 
of  supply  in  most  cases  of  this  disease,  but  meanwhile  we  must  wait. 
It'  is  even  possible  that  the  virus  may  sometimes  be  introduced  in  a 
peculiarly  virulent  form.  As  Virchow  long  ago  pointed  out,  epidemics 
of  general  tuberculosis  occur,  and  the  explanation  may  be  found  in  this. 

In  regard  to  local  tuberculosis  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  virus  is 
introduced  in  small  quantity,  and  in  order  to  its  propagation  two  things 
are  necessary.  In  the  first  place  the  virus  must  be  allowed  to  tarry  in 
the  part,  and  in  the  second  place  it  must  find  a  fitting  nidus.  It  seem., 
as  if  the  normal  tissues  had  the  power  of  destroying  small  quantities  of 
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I    the  virus.    But  if  the  tissues  are  defective  in  vitaHty,  and  especially 
1    if  along  with  that  the  blood  stagnates  in  them,  then  we  may  have 
I    the  virus,  if  introduced,  propagating  itself  and  producing  tubercu- 
losis. 

The  source  of  the  virus  is  not  far  to  seek.  If  phthisis  pulmonalis  is 
j  a  tubercular  disease,  and  if,  as  Koch  and  Ehrhch  have  shown,  the 
sputum  of  such  patients  contains  myriads  of  the  specific  bacillus,  then 
the  air  of  towns  must  contain  it  in  abundance,  and  everyone  must 
jnhale  it.  But  it  is  only  persons  who  have  natural  or  acquired  weak- 
nesses that  become  the  subjects  of  local  tuberculosis. 

But  the  virus  may  be  introduced  by  the  food  as  well  as  the  air,  and 
in  this  connection  it  is  important  to  note  that  the  bacillus  of  bovine 
tuberculosis  appears  to  be  identical  with  that  of  human  tuberculosis. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  milk  of  tubercular  cows  contains 
the  ^drus,  which  may  thus  find  access  to  man. 

The  virus  then  having  been  introduced  by  the  air  or  in  the  food 
may  lodge  in  the  lungs  or  intestine,  and,  in  persons  predisposed.,  may 
I  develop  tubercular  disease  at  the  seat  of  its  entrance.  But  if  the 
i)Ia?!e"ot  entrance  does  not  afford  afittin^  nidus,  the  virus  may  be  car- 
ried  beyond.  It  will  most  readily  be  carried  by  the  lymphatics  to  the 
nearest  lymphatic  glands,  and^iayth^cg^j^ss  into  the  blood.  In 
children  it  seems  as  if  the  virus  were  peculiarly  liable  to  lodge  in  the 
mesenteric  glands  after  being  taken  in  by  the  food. 

Again,  the  virus  may  get  into  the  blood,  but  it  does  not  develop 
unless  it  finds  some  part  of  the  body  fit  for  its  reproduction.  In 
many  cases  of  scrofulous  and  tubercular  disease,  there  has  been,  pre- 
vious to  their  development,  some  injury  or  disease  of  the  particular  part 
in  which  they  have  occurred.  For  instance,  in  scrofulous  synovitis, 
there  is  very  commonly  some  history  of  an  injury  as  the  starting  point 
of  the  disease,  which  is  really  a  local  tuberculosis  of  the  joint. 


BOVINE  TUBEECULOSIS. 

This  disease,  perhaps  better  known  by  its  German  name  of  Perlsucht, 
is  rather  common  among  cattle.  It  is  a  general  disease  manifesting 
itself  in  a  variety  of  organs  like  our  own  general  tuberculosis,  but 
running  a  much  slower  course.  It  is  an  infective  disease,  and  has 
been  communicated  to  the  calf,  lamb,  goat,  pig,  and  rabbit,  by  feeding 
these  animals  with  milk  from  an  affected  cow,  or  with  the  actual  pearl 
nodules.   Like  tuberculosis,  it  is  due  to  a  virus,  which,  as  we  have  seen 
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is  the  same  bacillus  as  that  of  ordinary  tul)erculosis ;  it  is  generally 
believed  to  be  hereditary. 

The  disease  in  the  cow  is  characterized,  like  general  tuberculosis,  by 
the  formation  of  numerous  isolated  or  conglomerated  nodules.  They 
occur  chiefly  on  the  serous  membranes,  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  in 
the  lungs.  The  nodules  on  the  serous  membranes  are  the  most  obvious 
and  characteristic,  and  it  is  they  which  have  given  the  disease  its  com- 
monest name,  Perlsucht  or  pearl  disease.  In  the  pleura  and  i)eritoneum 
appear  vascular  villous  outgrowths  in  which  the  nodules  ultimately 
develop  (Fig.  57).    These  nodules  are  of  various  dimensions,  mostly 


'  Fig.  57. — A  piece  of  hmg  in  bovine  tuberculosis.    On  surface  of 

lung  many  rounded  tumours  are  seen,  some  pendulous.  (Virchow.') 

about  the  size  of  lentils,  either  sessile  or  stalked,  and  very  often  in 
the  form  of  Hat  ovaFbodies  crowded  together  on  the  surface  like  duck- 
weed in  a  pool  of  water.  They  are  liable  to  become  caseous  or  ulti- 
mately cretaceous.  The  lymphatic  glands  are  simultaneously  affected, 
especially  the  thoracic  and  abdominal  ones,  and  they  often  grow  to 
enormous  dimensions,  from  the  formation  of  nodules  in  them.  They 
also  are  liable  to  caseous  necrosis  or  calcareous  deposition.  The  lungs 
rarely  escape  infection,  and  the  nodules  here  frequently  coalesce  so  as 
to  form  somewhat  large  masses,  which  are  most  abundant  towards  the 
.surface.  These  masses  are  often  surrounded  by  distinct  capsules,  and 
if  softening,  which  is  of  common  occurrence,  supervenes,  we  have  cavi- 
ties lined  with  a  distinct  connective-tissue  membrane.     Such  caWties 
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are  regarded  by  very  high  authorities,  and  especially  by  Virchow,  as 
■due  to  dilatation  of  the  bronchi  by  accumulated  secretion.  Besides  in 
these  organs,  nodules  may  occur  in  the  liver,  intestine,  joints,  bones, 
^enito-urinary  organs,  and  udder,  and  in  these  situations  they  present 
.similar  characters  to  those  already  referred  to. 

In  its  essential  or  minute  structure  the  pearl  nodule  differs  little,  if 
•at  all,  from  the  tubercular  nodule  of  the  human  subject.  It  is  made  up 
•of  a  congeries  of  minute  bodies  which  may  be  called  tubercles,  consist- 
ing of  rounded  aggregations  of  cells,  the  most  characteristic  of  which 
are  the  giant  cells,  which  are  here  even  more  abundant  than  in  ordi- 
nary tubercles.  It  is  therefore  in  its  general  features,  and  in  the 
peculiar  arrangement  of  its  nodules,  that  this  disease  differs  from  tuber- 
culosis in  man. 

It  has  been  indicated  above  that  the  virus  of  bovine  tuberculosis, 
being  the  same  as  that  in  human  tuberculosis,  may  produce  the  latter 
when  introduced  into  the  body  of  man.  According  to  Creighton,  the 
resulting  lesions  often  resemble  those  of  bovine  tuberculosis  rather  than 
those  of  the  human  form. 

LUPUS. 

This  is  a  disease  of  the  skin,  usually  of  the  face,  and  occasionally  of 
neighbouring  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane.  It  is  characterized 
by  the  formation  of  rounded  j^rominences,  generally  of  a  brownish 
colour,  on  the  surface  of  which  there  is  often  desquamation  of  the 
•epidermis. 

On  microscopic  examination  of  the  rounded  prominences  (which  are 
sometimes  called  tubercles,  in  the  macroscopic  sense)  they  are  found  to 
consist  essentially  of  granulation  tissue.  The  cutis  vera  has  been  re- 
placed by  an  abundantly  cellular  tissue,  the  cells  mainly  like  leuco- 
cytes, but  also  epithelioid,  and  even  giant-cells.  The  infiltration  of  the 
skin  also  is  not  homogeneous,  but  often  in  distinct  nodular  aggregations 
resembling  tubercles. 

As  in  the  other  forms  of  infective  tumour,  the  cells  here  present  a 
tendency  to  degeneration.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  granulation 
tissue  is  partially  absorbed,  and  partially  developed  into  connective 
tissiie,  so  that  a  cicatrix  results,  but  it  is  a  cicatrix  Mnithout  previous 
ulceration  (lupus  non-exedens).  In  other  cases  the  epidermis  over  the 
prominences  gives  way  and  an  ulcer  forms,  the  granulation  tissue 
breaking  down  so  as  to  cause  a  deep  loss  of  substance.    The  mode  of 
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formation  of  these  ulcers  is  like  that  of  the  syi)hilitic  ulcer  from  the 
gumma,  or  the  tubercular  ulcer,  and,  like  them,  they  tend  to  enlaige  by 
successive  new-formation  of  lupus  tissue  at  the  periphery,  and  its  des- 
truction. In  this  way  there  may  be  extensive  loss  of  sulistance  of  tin- 
skin  (lupus  exedens).  There  may  be  a  partial  healing  of  the  ulcei  - 
at  one  part,  and  advance  at  another,  so  that  considerable  deformities 
result. 

As  the  disease  is  an  infective  one  we  may  presume  that  it  depends 
on  a  virus,  but  the  nature  of  the  virus  is  obscure.  There  are  some  cases 
in  which  the  syphilitic  virus  seems  to  be  the  cause  (syphilitic  lupus), 
but  these  are  a  very  small  minority.  It  is  believed  by  some  that  we 
have  here  a  local  tuberculosis  of  the  skin,  and  it  is  possible  that  this- 
view  may  turn  out  to  be  correct.  There  is,  however,  this  objection  to 
it,  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  lymphatic  glands  in  connection  with 
the  lupus  become  the  seat  of  scrofulous  disease. 

I 

LEPROSY. 

This  disease  is  also  called  Elephantiasis  Grajcorum.  It  was  at  one 
time  spread  all  over  Europe,  but  is  now  confined  to  Iceland,  some  parts 

of  Norway  and  Russia,  and  the 
coast  of  the  Mediterranean. 

The  disease  occurs  in  twa 
forms  which  are  designated 
lepra  tuberculosa  and  lepra  an- 
{Bsthetica.  In  the  first  the  neAv- 
formation  has  its  seat  in  the 
skin  or  mucous  membrane;  in 
•the  second  it  is  the  nerves 
which  are  affected. 

When  it  attacks  the  skin,  it 
is  mostly  the  face  and  hands 
which  are  affected,  and  the  legs 
if  they  are  exposed  to  the  wea- 
ther. There  appear  larger  or 
smaller  swellings,  at  first  red 
or  bluish  in  colour,  which  be- 
S^wr.S;^Mn!^;i  come  firmer  and  harder.  These 
TZJ^!t'^.^i^:^!^f'^"'''''^  tubercles  may  reach  the  size  of 

a  hazel  nut  or  a  walnut.    They  consist  of  granulation  tissue  m  which 
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cells  of  the  size  of  leucocytes  are  most  abundant.  As  in  other  granu- 
lation tumours,  we  often  have  ulceration,  or,  as  in  the  case  of  lupus, 
there  may  be  cicatrization  without  ulceration.  By  the  formation  of  the 
swellings  and  cicatrization,  great  deformities  frequently  result,  so  that 
the  patients  have  often  a  peculiarly  hideous  appearance,  the  face  being 
knobbed  and  gnarled.    (Figure  58.) 

In  the  anaesthetic  form  the  nerve  stems  become  the  seat  of  granula- 
tion tissue,  forming  spindle-shaped  swellings,  sometimes  of  considerable 
length.  The  granulation  tissue  here  is  in  the  interstitial  connective 
tissue,  so  that  the  nerve  fibres  are  separated  and  compressed.  In  the 
anaesthetic  parts  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  gangrene  occurring,  so  that 
fingers  or  toes  drop  off. 

In  leprosy  there  are  sometimes  tumours  formed  in  internal  organs, 
but  this  is  veiy  rare. 

By  the  researches  of  Hansen  and  Neisser,  it  has  been  shown  that 
leprosy  is  related  to  a  micro-organism,  which  closely  resembles  the  tuber- 
i  cular  bacillus.  The  bacilli  are  always  to  be  found  in  the  granulation  tissue 
I  forming  the  tumours.  Their  source,  however,  is  not  so  clear.  They  are 
not  acquired  by  contagion,  and  experiment  has  hitherto  failed  to  produce 
the  disease  by  inoculation,  although  the  possibility  of  inoculability  is  not 
to  be  denied.  The  fact  that  lej)rosy  occurs  at  the  present  day  only  among 
fish-eating  people  may  perhaps  indicate  that  the  organism  has  its  origin 
in  the  decomposition  of  fish,  and  persons  in  a  low  state  of  health  eating 
decomposing  fish  are  liable  to  be  affected  by  it. 


GLANDEES  AND  FARCY. 

This  is  a  single  disease,  although  the  names  to  some  extent  arc 
applied  separately.  It  affects  chiefly  horses,  and  is  called  glanders 
when  it  has  its  chief  seat  in  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  and  farcy 

t  when  the  skin  is  chiefly  affected.     It  is  eminently  contagious,  and 

I  communicated  from  animal  to  animal  by  inoculation.    Occurring  chiefl\- 
among  horses  and  similar  animals,  it  is  met  with  also  in  some  of  the 

i  domestic  animals,  and  is  not  infrequently  communicated  to  man,  espe- 

I  cially  to  persons  who  work  about  horses. 

The  disease  in  horses  manifests  itself  first  in  the  formation  of  swell- 
mgs  of  the  mucous  membrane  or  skin,  consisting  of  granulation  tissue. 
The  nasal  mucous  membrane  is  generally  first  attacked,  and  there  is 
either  a  diffuse  infiltration  of  it  or  else  a  more  localized  series  of  swell- 

i  ings  hke  those  of  lupus.    From  this  seat  the  disease  spreads  to  neigh- 
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bouring  ]yini)hatic  glands,  also  along  the  mucous  membrane  to  the 
lungs  and  intestinal  tract. 

The  granulation  tissue  here,  even  more  than  in  the  other  infective 
tumours,  tends  to  break  down,  so  that,  as  a  rule,  ulcers  soon  form,  which 
present  a  great  tendency  to  spread.  These  ulcers  arise  by  what  is  vir- 
tually a  suppurative  process,  and  if  the  tumours  are  situated  deep  in 
the  skin  or  mucous  membrane  there  may  be  actual  abscesses,  which,  by 
bursting,  form  ulcers.  If  the  ulcers  heal,  cicatrices  are  formed  in  the 
usual  way. 

The  manifestations  in  internal  parts  are  largely  inflammatory  in 
character.  The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  neck  are  the  seat  of  inflamma- 
tory swelling.  In  the  lungs  there  are  nodules  either  consisting  of 
granulation  tissue  with  caseous  central  parts,  or  more  distinctly  pneu- 
monic. There  are  also  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestinal  canal 
nodules  which  are  sometimes  more  solid,  at  other  times  breaking  down 
into  j)us. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  the  above  description  applies  to  the  acute 
cases,  which  are  the  commoner,  but  that  the  disease  is  sometimes 
chronic  in  its  course.  Chronic  cases  have  usually  the  nodules  in  the 
skin,  and  there  are  secondary  tumours  in  the  muscles,  etc. 

In  man,  glanders  is  usually  an  acute,  rapidly  fatal  disease.  There 
are  nodules  and  ulcers  in  the  mucous  membranes  and  the  skin,  and 
frequently  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  skin  with  abscesses  among 
the  muscles,  etc.  In  fact,  in  man  the  disease  takes  the  inflammatory 
character  more  distinctly  than  in  the  horse.  We  may  have  in  man 
also  nodules,  ulcers,  and  abscesses  in  internal  organs. 

It  is  clear  that  we  have  in  this  disease  a  virulent  agent,  but  the 
nature  of  it  is  unknown. 


TUMOURS  OR  MORBID  GROWTHS. 


Definition.— A  tumour  means  literally  a  swelling,  and  formerly 
any  swelling  was  called  a  tumour.  Tumor,  for  example,  is  often  named 
as  one  of  the  cardinal  signs  of  inflammation,  and  it  is  still  customary  to 
speak  of  the  inflammatory  tumour.  But  now-a-days  the  use  of  the  word 
has  become  limited;  it  is  apphed  to  a  class  of  new-formations  of  which 
it  is  diflicult  to  give  a  strict  definition. 

It  may  he  said  that  tumours  are  pieces  of  tissue  which  have  a  life 
and  growth  of  their  own  irrespective  of  the  needs  of  the  organism,  and 
of  the  general  local  conditions  around  them.  The  structure  of  a  tumour 
does  not  differ  in  any  essential  particular  from  that  of  normal  tissues  ;  in 
its  elements  it  is  wholly  analogous  to  what  may  he  found  in  the  physiolo- 
gical tissues.  It  is  nourished  by  the  same  blood,  its  blood-vessels  being 
continuous  with  those  of  surrounding  parts,  its  nerves  are  connected 
with  neighbouring  nerve-stems,  and  its  tissue,  if  not  always  similar  to 
that  near  it,  is  frequently  identical.  But  it  grows  independently  and 
without  apparent  object.  Thus  a  fatty  tumour  goes  on  increasing  in 
size  irrespective  of  the  adipose  tissue  in  which  it  has  its  seat,  and  the 
person  may  be  reduced  to  the  greatest  emaciation,  most  of  the  ordinary 
fat  being  absorbed,  while  httle  or  no  impression  is  made  upon  the  fatty 
tumour. 

It  may  here  be  said  that  tumours  usually  arise  in  the  midst  of  tissues 
of  their  own  nature,  and  when  they  do  so,  they  may  be  called  homolo- 
gous. But  they  not  infrequently  arise  in  the  midst  of  tissue  of  a 
different  kind,  a  tumour  composed  of  muscular  tissue,  for  instance,  in 
the  kidney,  and  they  are  then  called  heterologous.  These  words  were 
at  one  time  used  to  express  the  distinction,  that  in  the  one  case  the 
tissue  corresponds  to  the  tissue  of  the  body  and  in  the  other  is  different 
from  the  tissue  of  the  body.    But  as  the  ti.ssues  of  tumours  correspond 
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they  take  origin  in  pieces  of  tissue  left  over  from  the  embryo,  and 
retaining  h\rgely  their  power  of  growth. 

But  this  does  not  apply  to  all  tumours,  and  especially  it  does  not 
apply  to  cancers.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that  these  tumours  do  not 
grow  from  a  single  piece  of  tissue,  ljut  that  in  a  consideraljle  and  extend- 
ing area,  the  existing  epithelial  structures  take  on  an  unusual  growth. 
At  the  marginal  parts  of  an  epithelioma  of  the  tongue,  for  instance,  it 
can  nearly  always  be  seen  how  the  normal  epithelium  is  extending  and 
penetrating  inwards  ;  and  again,  a  cancer  of  the  kidney  appears  to  arise 
and  advance  by  transformation  of  the  existing  tissue  of  the  organ.  It 
appears,  therefore,  that  in  this  case  the  tumour  arises  from  the  existing 
normal  structures,  and  that  we  must  look  for  some  aljnormal  impulse 
inducing  it  to  grow  outrageously. 

In  the  case  of  cancers  and  sarcomas  the  abnormal  impulse  is  not 
infrequently  related  in  some  way  to  a  traumatic  cause.  Many  tumours 
are  referred  by  patients  to  injuries  received,  although  there  must  be 
some  local  peculiarity  before  a  simple  injury  can  produce  such  effects. 

Growth  and  Extension  of  Tumours.  —  For  the  most  part, 
tumours  enlarge  by  a  new-formation  of  tissue  within  themselves,  just 
as  the  normal  tissues  increase  during  the  period  of  growth.  The  tissue 
of  the  tumour  is  sometimes  continuous  with  that  of  surrounding  parts, 
sometimes  it  is  separated  by  a  capsule  composed  of  comiective  tissue  ; 
sometimes  it  begins  by  being  continuous  and  afterwards  gets  sepa- 
rated. In  any  case  the  ordinary  tumour  simply  grows  by  new- 
formation  of  its  own  tissue.  It  often  produces  effects  on  neighbouring 
parts,  by  pressure  especially,  but  apart  from  these  merely  mechanical 
effects,  it  does  not  prejudice  neighbouring  structures.  Tumours 
possessing  these  characters  are  usually  called  simple  OR  innocent 
growths. 

But  then  there  are  tumours  of  which  this  is  not  true.  They  have  a 
tendency  to  grow  into  and  infiltrate  neighbouring  tissues,  presenting 
characters  of  what  may  be  designated  local  malignancy.  This  is 
peculiarly  the  case  with  sarcomas  and  cancers.  In  the  case  of  sarcomas 
the  tumour  seems  to  penetrate  into  and  develop,  as  it  were,  on  the 
mould  of  the  existing  tissue— apparently  very  much  in  the  style  that  a 
thrombus  or  a  piece  of  catgut  in  the  tissue  is  replaced  by  granulation - 
tissue  which  moulds  itself  on  it.  For  instance  a  sarcoma  may  penetrate 
through  a  blood-vessel,  replacing  and  taking  the  shape  of  a  thrombus  in 
the  vessel.   In  the  case  of  cancers,  on  the  other  hand,  their  tissue,  which 
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is  epithelial  in  character,  penetrates  among  the  tissues,  largely  destroy- 
ing them  and  producing  inflammatory  disturbances. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  which  certain  tumours  show,  and 
particidarly  the  sarcomas  and  cancers,  namely  metastasis  or  gener- 
alization which  is  another  feature  of  malignancy.  In  the  case 
of  these  tumours,  secondary  growths  spring  up  in  parts  removed  from 
the  primary  tumour.  Doubtless  something  is  carried  from  the  original 
tumour  to  the  remote  part,  and  we  have  to  inquire  by  what  path  this  is 
carried,  or  what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  material.  In  the  case  of 
cancers  the  epithelial  processes  jDenetrating  into  the  tissues  readily  find 
their  way  into  the  lymphatic  spaces.  Around  a  cancer  there  are  often 
indications  under  the  microscope  that  the  lymphatics  are  filled  with 
epithelial  masses.  From  these  growths  in  the  lymphatic  spaces 
material  may  be  carried  off  to  distant  parts  of  the  lymphatic  system 
and  cause  secondary  tumours  to  form  there.  Thus,  a  cancerous 
tumour  sometimes  penetrates  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  which,  of 
coui'se,  is  a  lymph  sac,  and  secondary  tumours  are  sown  uj)  and  down 
the  peritoneum.  The  lymph  sac  of  the  peritoneum  communicates  with 
that  of  the  pleura  by  lymphatic  channels  which  pass  through  the 
diaphragm,  and  it  is  quite  common  to  find  the  cancerous  growth  ex- 
tending into  these  channels,  and  through  them  into  the  pleura,  producing 
secondary  tumours  there.  In  other  cases  the  secondary  tumours  spring 
up  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  it  is  always  those  to  which  the  lym- 
phatics around  the  tumour  pass  that  are  first  involved,  something 
passing  off  from  the  epithelial  processes  in  the  lymph  spaces  and  being 
conveyed  to  the  lymphatic  glands. 

While  this  is  the  course  in  cancers,  we  find  that  in  sarcomas  if 
metastasis  occurs  it  is  by  the  tumour  penetrating  through  the  walls  of 
blood-vessels.  The  material  from  the  tumour  is  therefore  carried  by 
the  blood,  aijd  as  it  is  mostly  the  thin-walled  veins  which  are  thus 
opened  into,  the  metastasis  is  usually  in  this  case  to  the  lungs. 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  material  which  passes  from  the  tumour,  it 
must  be  either  something  dissolved  in  the  juices,  or  else  solid  particles 
of  some  kind.  Looking  to  a  secondary  cancerous  infection  of  the  peri- 
toneum, we  can  hardly  escape  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  finely  divided 
solid.  The  secondary  tumours  are  not  regularly  distributed  over  the 
pentoneal  surface,  but  occur  here  and  there  or  in  groups,  just  as  if  solid 
particles  had  been  carried  and  produced  their  effects  where  they  got 
leave  to  he.  Then  also  it  must  be  solid  particles  which  are  arrested 
by  the  lymphatic  glands  and  give  rise  to  the  secondary  tumours  there, 
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as  it  were  by  embolism.  The  probability  is  that  the  actual  cells  of  the 
tumour  are  carried  off  and  deposited  at  a  distance.  Perhaps  it  is  not 
the  fully  developed  cells  but  small  rudimentary  ones. 

In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  note  that  the  secondary  tumour 
for  the  most  part  exactly  reproduces  the  tissue  of  the  original  one,  cvca 
to  the  smallest  details,  and  it  is  natural  under  these  circumstances  to 
believe  that  pieces  of  the  original  tumour  are  a.ctually  transported. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  sarcomas  and  cancers  are  the  tumours 
which  regularly  present  a  malignant  tendency,  but  on  rare  occasions 
other  tumours  also  do  so.  Cartilaginous  tumours  are  not  infi 
quently  MALIGNANT.  Next  to  them  mucous  tissue  tumours  most  fre- 
quently become  malignant,  but  even  fibrous  tumours  have  been  observed 
to  do  so,  and  lately  Cohnheim  has  recorded  a  case  of  colloid  goitre  in 
which  secondary  tumours  occurred.  So  that  malignancy  is  not  confined 
to  sarcomas  and  cancers.  On  the  other  hand  tumours  having  the 
structure  of  sarcomas  may  remain  local  to  the  end. 

It  has  been  usual  to  beheve  that  this  malignancy  is  dependent  on 
peculiarities  of  the  tumour  itself.  And  when  a  simple  tumour,  as  some- 
times happens,  assumes  malignant  characters,  it  usually  assumes  the 
structure  of  a  sarcoma  or  cancer.  Lately  Cohnheim  has  started  another 
theory,  according  to  which  the  peculiarity  is  not  in  the  tumour  but  in 
the  normal  tissues.  In  the  case  of  a  simple  tumour  the  normal  tissues 
are  able  to  prevent  its  tissue  from  penetrating  into  them,  but  in  the 
case  of  malignant  tumours  the  tissues  have  become  weakened  and  are 
unable  to  form  a  barrier  to  their  extension.  When  a  simple  tumour 
becomes  sarcomatous,  it  is  because  the  tissues  around  have  assumed  a 
peculiar  weakness.  When  pieces  of  a  tumour  are  transported  to  a  dis- 
tance, a  struggle,  as  it  were,  occurs  between  the  tendency  of  the  tissue 
of  the  tumour  to  grow,  and  that  of  the  normal  tissues  to  prevent  its 
growth.  In  the  case  of  a  simple  tumour  the  tissues  assume  the  ujjper 
hand,  and  cause  the  absorption  of  the  tumour-tissue.  In  the  case  of 
malignant  tumours,  however,  the  tissues  are  too  weak  to  accomplish  this, 
and  the  secondary  tumour  develops.  This  theory  is  too  strained,  and 
all  the  facts  are  much  better  explained  by  supposing  a  special  power  of 
growth  in  the  tumour.  When  a  secondary  infection  of  the  jjeritoneum 
is  examined,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  there  is  anything  but  a  pecu- 
liarly active  agent  and  not  any  speciality  in  the  peritoneal  tissue. 


I 


We  have  still  to  consider  certain  secondary  changes  to  which 
tumours  are  liable.    They  are  exposed  to  the  same  pathological-  pro- 
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cesses  as  normal  tissues,  and  in  a  higher  degree.  Thus  we  meet  with 
fatty  degeneration,  Avhich  is  common,  especially  m  quickly  growing 
tumours^  calcareous  infiltration  in  structures  which  are  obsolete; 
hc^morrhages,  principally  in  superficial  rapidly  growing  tumours,  when 
the  blood-vessels  are  ill-formed ;  and  necrosis  mostly  m  tumours  near 
the  surface  and  thus  exposed  to  mechanical  irritation,  the  consequences 
of  such  necrosis  being  ulceration  with,  it  may  be,  suppuration,  haemor- 
rhage, decomposition. 

Conditions  like  those  last  named  will  seriously  affect  the  organism  as 
a  whole,  and  they  will  occur  most  frequently  in  the  case  of  malignant 
tumours,  which  grow  quickly,  and  rapidly  come  to  the  surface.  Malig- 
nant tumours  also  aflfect  the  organism  as  a  whole  by  the  readiness  with 
which  they  extend  to  or  produce  secondary  tumours  in  important  organs, 
and  secondary  cancers  frequently  also  induce  inflammations  as  in  the 
case  of  the  peritoneum  or  pleura. 

It  is  clear  therefore  that  malignant  tumours,  especially  by  bleeding, 
by  ulcerating  and  sloughing,  by  invading  important  parts,  by  produc- 
ing inflammations,  etc.,  have  a  tendency  to  deteriorate  the  system, 
producing  antemia  and  general  weakness.  If  growing  quickly  they 
also  tend  to  emaciate  by  using  up  the  nutritive  material  of  the  body. 
A  simple  tumour,  if  it  happens  to  be  at  the  surface  and  exposed  to 
mechanical  violence,  may  also  ulcerate  and  produce  serious  constitutional 
results,  but  it  will  be  mainly  in  the  case  of  malignant  tumours  that  these 
results  will  follow.  To  these  conditions  of  the  body  as  a  whole  the 
name  CACHEXIA  is  often  given.  Sometimes  also  the  term  DYSCRASIA  or 
DIATHESIS  is  used  with  the  meaning  that  there  is  some  peculiar  condi- 
tion of  the  system  preceding  and  inducing  the  formation  of  malignant 
tumours,  but  of  this  there  is  no  evidence,  and  the  changes  in  the 
general  condition  are  always  secondary. 


CLASSIFICATION. 

In  considering  the  individual  forms  of  tumours  the  simplest  possible 
method  of  classification  will  be  adopted.  In  a  work  professedly  on 
pathology  it  will  be  admitted  that  the  structure  of  a  tumour  is  the 
essential  basis  of  classification  and  nomenclature,  and  in  what  follows 
terms  will  be  used  in  what  may  be  called  their  anatomical  sense.  It 
may  be  clinically  convenient  to  designate  tumours  which  present  malig- 
nant properties  as  cancers,  but  it  will  not  do  here  to  group  together  in 
one  class  tumours  of  totally  diff"erent  structure. 


TUMOUES  OR  MORBID  GROWTHS. 

^  The  various  tumours  will  be  divided  into  three  groups.  In  the  first 
will  be  iiicludod  tumours  whose  tissue  reproduces  a  single  simple  physi- 
ological tissue,  such  as  adipose  tissue,  connective  tissue,  bone.  In  the 
second  group  are  tumours  into  whose  structure  more  than  one  simple 
tissue  enters,  such  as  tumours  consisting  of  such  complex  structures  as 
papillas,  or  even  made  up  of  a  systematic  formation  of  bone,  skin,  etc. 
In  the  last  group  we  have  tumours  which  are  mainly  composed  of  cells, 
or  in  which  cells  predominate.  The  individual  cells  are  not  difiereiii 
from  those  of  the  normal  tissues,  but  there  is  an  enormous  new-forma- 
tion of  them,  with  little  tendency  in  them  to  develop  into  a  propei- 
physiological  tissue.  The  first  group  may  be  called  simple-tissue 
tumours,  the  second  compound-tissue  tumours,  and  the  third  cellular 
tumours.  This  classification,  it  may  be  remarked,  is  only  used  for 
convenience,  and  does  not  lay  claim  to  logical  consistency. 

A  very  great  advance  has  been  made  in  our  knowledge  of  tumours 
by  the  publication  of  Virchow's  classical  work,  Die  krankhaften  Ge- 
schwiilste.  From  this  work  many  of  the  following  illustrations  are 
borrowed  by  the  kindness  of  the  author. 


A.— SIMPLE-TISSUE  TUMOURS, 
1.— THE  CONNECTIVE-TISSUE  TUMOUE  OE  FIBEOMA. 

WE  have  already  abundantly  seen  that  connective  tissue  is  frequently 
produced  in  inflammations,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that 
one  class  of  connective-tissue  tumour  Hes  on  the  borderland  of  inflamma- 
tions and  tumours. 


Fig.  59.— Elephantiasis  verrucosa  from  labia  majora.  A  tumour  the 
size  of  a  child's  head,  with  a  small  base.  The  surface  is  lobulated,  and 
each  lobule  presents  warty  projections,  some  fine  and  delicate,  others 
thick  and  knobbed.  The  epidermis  is  everywhere  somewhat  thick. 
The  internal  parts  arc  composed  of  thick,  interlacing  connective 
tissue,  which  is  cedematous.  (Virohow.) 

Elephantiasis  aeabum  (E.  grsecorum  is  leprosy)  is  a  localized 
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thickening  of  the  skin,  Ijeginning  in  attacks  rcseml)ling  erysipelas,  at 
first  passing  off  and  then  recurring.  There  is  finally  a  permanently 
progressive  and  apparently  unaccountahle  new-formation  of  connective- 
tissue,  and  so  the  characters  of  a  tumour  are  assumed.  The  tissue 
produced  is  a  loose  succulent  connective  tissue,  like  that  of  the  skin 

but  containing  more  cells,  and  so  more  like 
inflammatory  tissue.  The  epidermis  is  also 
thickened,  so  that  the  whole  partakes  of  the 
character  of  an  exaggerated  hypertrophy  of 
the  skin  (Fig  59).  The  new-formation  ma} 
extend  inwards  to  the  fasciae,  the  intermus- 
cular tissue,  and  even  to  the  periosteum, 
inducing  thickening  of  the  bones  (Fig.  60.) 

The  conditions  here  present  considerable- 
analogies  with  those  in  the  infective  tumours. 
There  is  in  both  a  spreading  new -formation 
of  tissue  like  that  jjroduced  in  inflammation, 
although  in  the  present  case  the  tissue  does 


not  remain  so  long  in 


the  granulation  stage. 


To  one  of  those  forms  of  tumours,  namely 
leprosy,  there  is  the  further  resemblance,  that 
elephantiasis  is  endemic  in  certain  localities. 
All  these  facts  may  be  held  as  pointing  to  the 
inference  that  this  disease  is  due  to  a  virus  of 
a  similar  nature  to  that  of  leprosy.  The  re- 
semblance in  pathology  of  the  two  diseases  is 
further  indicated  by  both  having  been  desig- 
nated by  the  same  name,  the  disease  xmder 
consideration  being  E.  arabum,  and  leprosy  E. 
graecorum.  The  disease  is  frequently  re- 
garded as  taking  origin  in  obstruction  of  the 
lymphatics.  This  view  is  supported  by  the 
fact  that  the  new-formed  tissue  is  generally 
very  succulent,  as  if  the  spaces  were  overfilled 
with  lymph,  and  there  are  sometimes  dilated 
lymphatics  visible  in  the  hyjiertrophied  skin. 
The  obstruction  produced  by  filaria  sanguinis 
(see  section  on  Parasites)  in  the  Ijonphatic 
glands  has  been  assigned  as  the  cause,  as  well  as  mere  simple  indura- 
tions of  the  glands. 


Fig.  00.— Hyperostosis  and  syn- 
ostosis of  the  bones  of  the  leg  and 
foot  in  elephantiasis.  The  bones 
present  everywhere  flat  or  pointed 
projections.  At  +-+  the  tibia  and 
fibula  are  united,  as  they  are  also 
above  the  ankle-joint.  The  astra- 
galus and  OS  calcis  are  also  united. 

(ViRCHOW.) 
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The  commonest  seat  of  elephantiasis  is  the  leg,  and  here  alone  is  the 
name  properly  applicable ;  but  it  is  also  very  frequent  in  the  external 
generative  oroans.  It  occurs  also  not  infrequently  in  a  localized  piece 
of  skin  especially  in  the  scrotum  or  labia  pudendi,  where  a  pro- 
minent 'outgrowth  is  the  result.  This  may  assume  very  large  dimen- 
sions, becoming  by  and  by  pendulous.  To  such  tumours  Paget  gives 
the  name  Cutaneous  outgrowths,  and  they  sometimes  grow  to 
enormous  size,  hanging  down  from  the  genital  organs  as  far  as  the  knee. 
The  surface  of  the  skin  in  these  tumours,  as  well  as  in  the  more  simple 
cases  of  elephantiasis,  has  a  rough  tuberculated  appearance,  and  some- 
times a  highly  warty  aspect,  as  in  Fig.  59. 

Smaller  tumours  of  similar  structure  sometimes  occur  in  large  num- 
bers, and  to  these  the  name  MOLLUSCUM  fibrosum,  or  fibroma  moUuscum, 
or  even  elephantiasis  moUusca  is  given.    There  are  cases  of  elephanti- 
asis having  a  certain  resemblance  to  moUuscum,  inasmuch  as  there 
are  multiple  tumours  outside  the  main  one,  and  the  growth  seems 
to  be  increasing  by  the  coalescence  of  these.    These  tumours  at  the 
margins  are  sometimes  related  to  the  sebaceous  glands,  and  appear  to  be 
formed  around  them.     In  the  proper  moUuscum,  however,  we  have 
multiple  isolated  tumours  beginning  as  little  growths  of  connective 
tissue  in  diverse  regions  of  the  skin,  by  and  by  growing  out  and 
becoming  pendulous.     Thus  we  may  have  hundreds  of  more  or  less 
pendulous  tumours  in  various  parts  of  the  body.    This  purely  fibrous 
molluscum  must  be  carefully  distinguished  from  moUuscum  contagiosum, 
a  totally  different  disease,  which  will  be  considered  in  the  section  on 
Diseases  of  the  Skin. 

In  all  the  forms  hitherto  described  the  tumours  'have  been  continu- 
ous with  the  skin.  Tumours  are  sometimes  met  with,  however, 
composed  of  a  similar  soft  connective  tissue,  but  enclosed  in  a  capsule, 
so  that  they  are  separable  from  the  skin.  To  these  Paget  gives  the 
name  Fibro-CELLULAR  tumours,  and  they  are  met  with  chiefly  in  the 
same  regions  (namely  the  external  organs  of  generation)  as  the  fibro- 
cellular  or  cutaneous  outgrowths  with  which  they  may  be  combined,  the 
skin  over  the  tumours  being  greatly  thickened. 

Hard  Fibroivias  or  true  Fibromas  are  exceedingly  dense  tumours 
composed  of  firm  connective  tissue  tightly  interlaced  and  resembling 
tendon  in  its  structure.  On  section  they  show  a  brilliant  white  surface 
and  often  a  concentric  arrangement  of  the  connective-tissue  bundles. 
We  do  not  include  here  the  uterine  fibromas,  which  are  really  muscular 
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tumour,,  and  will  be  described  a,  such,  Fibr„„„,  {  , 
neofon  wth  pc.osteum  and  bone,  especiallj,  on  the  jaw,.  G  owl 
rom  the  penosteum  they  are  sometimes  intimately  connected  Xfc 
bone  whrch  may  be  as  if  inu  ied  in  the  tumour.  Sometimes  the  fibroma 
ong,n„tes  ms.do  a  bone.  Fibromas  also  occur  on  fascias  and  mem 
branes,  a.  the  dura  mater,  also  rarely  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  and  on 
nerve  stems.  Just  as  dense  connective  tissue  formed  in  chronic  in- 
flammat,™  may  become  calcified,  so  may  dense  fibromas  be  partially 
inhltratetl  with  hme  salts.  ^  ^ 

2.-THE  FATTY  TUMOUR  OR  LIPOMA. 

This  form  of  tumour  consists  of  adipose  tissue  exactly  like  that  of 
the  body,  as  for  instance  the  subcutaneous  adipose  tissue  Adipose 
tissue  contains  bands  of  fibrous  connective  tissue  which  carry  the  vessels 
and  nerves,  and  so  do  lipomas,  but  in  different  tumours  this  is  vari- 
ously abundant,  the  hardness  or  softness  of  the  tumour  dependinc. 
on  this.  If  there  is  little  connective  tissue  the  tumour  will  be  soft  and 
may  even  feel  fluctuant.  If  there  is  much  it  will  be  hard,  and  we  may 
even  have  an  approach  to  the  fibrous  tumour,  the  fibro-hpoma  The 
fibrous  character  may  be  increased  by  irritation,  as  where  a  tumour 
is  exposed  to  friction,  producing  a  kind  of  productive  inflammation 
in  the  tumour. 

Fatty  tumours  are  mostly  surrounded  by  a  distinct  capsule,  but 

sometimes  they  are  continuous  with 
the  surrounding  fat.  Thus  the  fat 
around  the  mamma  may  undergo  such 
an  enlargement  as  to  warrant  the 
name  of  tumour  (Lipoma  capsulare). 
Billroth  mentions  a  lipoma  which  had 
grown  in  between  the  muscles  of  the 
thigh  in  such  a  way  as  that  it  could 
not  be  removed  completely.  Lipomas 
which  are  not  definitely  circumscribed 
may  be  called  diffuse  lipomas. 

Lipomas  are  of  common  occurrence. 
Their  most  frequent  seat  is  under  the 
skin,  especialh^  of  the  trunk.  They  are 

Fig.  61. — Lipoma  in  the  wall  of  the  sto-  , 

mach.  It  was  the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  situated  rare  uudcr  mucous  membranes,  as  that 

near  the  pylorus  in  the  submucous  tissue,     r    ,1         ,  i     /-n-  >        ,  ' 

Natural  size.  (Viiicuow.)  01  the  stomach  (Jbigure  61),  where 
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there  is  normally  a  small  quantity  of  fat  corresponding  with  the 
suhcutaneous  fat.  They  are  occasionally  met  with  m  connection  with 
serous  and  synovial  membranes,  in  the  appendices  epiploicaj  ot  the 
intestines  or  the  synovial  fringes.  Very  rarely  they  occur  where  fat 
is  not  present  normally,  as  in  the  kidneys,  hram,  etc.  The  author 
met  A^dth  a  case  in  which  an  elongated  piece  of  fat  lay  on  the  upper 
surface  of  the  corpus  callosum.  Lipomas  are  for  the  most  part  single, 
rarely  multiple.  . 

Fatty  tumours  sometimes  become  pendulous.  Those  m  the  appen- 
<lices\piploic£e  (figure  62)  are  so  from  the  first,  and  the  neck  of  the 


Fig.  (32.  —Pendulous  lipoma  of  appendices  epiploicfe  of  colon.  A 
pedunculated  tumour  («)  projects  from  the  general  mass  of  sub- 
serous adipose  tissue  {b).  It  is  twisted  twice  on  its  a.^is,  and  the 
peduncle  is  very  thin.  (Vikchow.) 


polypoid  tumour  may  get  severed,  the  tumour  becoming  a  loose  body  in 
the  peritoneum ;  it  is  similar  with  the  lipomas  of  the  synovial  fringes. 
But  subcutaneous  lipomas  may  become  pendulous  and  polypoid,  and  may 
grow  to  great  dimensions  in  this  form.  There  is  apt  to  be  ulceration  of 
the  surface  of  such  tumours,  and  even  haemorrhage.  Besides  these 
changes  we  have  the  occasional  induration  already  mentioned,  and  some- 
times calcareous  infiltration  follows.  Softening  with  the  formation  of  a 
cyst  inside  the  tumour  is  a  rare  occurrence. 
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3.-THE  MUCOUS-TISSUE  TUMOUR  OR  MYXOMA. 

This  form  of  tumour  is  composed  of  mucous  tissue,  and  as  this  m 
not  one  of  the  physiological  tissues  of  the  adult,  it  will  be  proper  to 
refer  more  specially  to  its  characters.  The  blood-vessels  of  the  um- 
bilical cord  are  padded  and  protected  from  pressure  by  a  gelatinous 
substance  called  Wharton's  jelly.  Under  the  microscope,  this  consists 
of  variously  shaped  cells  separated  by  a  clear  transparent  intercellular 
substance.  The  intercellular  suljstance  is  of  gelatinous  consistence,  and 
owes  this  character  to  the  fact  that  it  consists  of  a  watery  solution  of 
mucin.  This  substance  is  nearly  allied  to  albumen,  but  has  the  physical 
characters  that,  when  present  in  even  small  quantity  in  a  solution,  it 
gives  it  a  sticky  gelatinous  character.  Its  chemical  reactions  also  differ 
from  those  of  albumen,  in  respect  that  though  like  it  precipitated  by 
alcohol,  the  precipitate  is  redissolved  by  water.  Also,  acetic  acid  and 
other  organic  acids  precipitate  mucin,  but  not  usually  albumen. 
The  precipitate  of  mucin  by  alcohol  or  acetic  acid  is  more  mem- 
branous than  that  of  albumen.  The  reaction  mth  acetic  acid  can 
be  readily  brought  out  in  Wharton's  jelly,  a  microscopic  section 
showing,  on  adding  acetic  acid,  a  reticulated  precipitate.  These 
reactions  can  also  be  studied  in  the  mucus  from  any  mucous  mem- 
brane, or  in  the  bile  in  which  mucin  is  normally  one  of  the  dissolved 
constituents. 

Besides  in  the  umbilical  cord,  mucous  tissue  is  present  in  the  villi  of 
the  chorion  of  the  foetus,  the  villi  consisting  of  a  covering  layer  of 
epithelium  with  mucous  tissue  internally.  In  the  foetus,  it  is  also 
present  in  early  stages  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  where  it  has  the  place 
of  the  subcutaneous  adipose  tissue,  being,  in  fact,  related  to  fat  very 
much  as  the  temporary  cartilage  is  to  bone.  Some  remains  of  this  tissue 
may  be  met  with  in  the  adult.  Thus,  the  vitreous  humour  of  the  eye 
is  really  composed  of  soft  mucous  tissue,  and  traces  of  it  have  been 
found  in  places  where  normally  adipose  tissue  exists,  as  under  the  peri- 
cardium, at  the  hilus  of  the  kidney,  subcutaneously  and  in  the  medulla 
of  bone.  It  appears  that  in  these  positions  there  is  sometimes  a  partial 
recurrence  to  the  foetal  condition.  The  connective  substance  of  the 
brain,  the  neuroglia,  is  allied  to  mucous  tissue,  and  seems  to  present 
a  proneness  to  return  to  that  form. 

Of  MUCOUS-TISSUE  TUMOURS  a  very  interesting  form  is  the  hydatid 
MOLE.    Here  the  mucous  tissue  of  the  villi  of  the  chorion  undergoes 
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r.A  the  result  is  the  transformation  of  the  viUi  into 
great  ,,Beh  hang  like  grapes  on  a  stalk  and 

congeries  of  oval,  '^'''1^'  gg.      Thus  a  bulky  mass  often 

often  hang  one  ^^  '^^  ^^^^oZ^^^^^  of  these  berry-like  cysts. 

^^J:::^^^-  H^e,  then  the  whole  chorion  is 


Fig.  63.— Portion  of  a  hydatid  mole  sliowing  tlie  beriy-like 
masses.    Natural  size.  (Virchow.) 

thus  converted ;  if  later,  when  the  viUi  have  become  confined  to  the 
placental  surface,  then  only  one.  surface  is  affected.  The  dead  and 
bhghted  foetus  will  be  found  inside  the  mass,  generally  in  an  early  stage 
of  development,  but  sometimes  more  advanced. 

Proper  mucous-tissue  tumours  are  met  with  principally  in  the 
subcutaneous  tissue,  where  they  may  be  regarded  as  perhaps  due  to  a 
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nece  0  eml.ryon.o  t,s.„o  left  o.ov  when  the  muoous  tissue  was  conver,  „ , 

tnant  ,„  consistence  and  gelatinous  in  appearance.    Examined  under 

the  microscope  we  have  a 
very  translucent  tissue  in  tha 
midst  of  which  there  are  ir 
regularly  shaped  cells.  Tlio 
tissue  is  intersected  by  moK^ 
or  less  frequent  bands  of  con- 
nective tissue  (Fig.  64).  The 
proportion  of  cells  varies  con- 
siderably in  different  cases, 
and  even  in  different  parts 
of  the  same  tumour. 

Mj^xomas    are    also  of 
somewhat    frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  brain  as  com- 
pared with  other  tumours 
in  this  organ.     Here  thej- 
sometimes  grow  to  consider- 
able size,  and  are  liable  by  softening  to  take  the  form  of  cysts 
filled  with  a  mucous  fluid.     They  are  also  met  ^ath  on  peripheral 
nerves.     They  occur  in  the  mamma,  where  not  infrequently  they 
appear  to  have  the  character  of  a  diffuse  formation  of  mucous 
tissue  between  the  glandular  acini,  so  that  the  gland  as  a  whole  is 
converted  into  a  tumour.    In  the  sahvary  glands  they  occur,  but  are 
usually  of  mixed  structure,  being  partly  formed  of  other  Irinds  of 
tissues. 

Considering  the  relations  of  adipose  tissue  and  mucous  tissue  it  is 
not  remarkable  that  mixed  forms  occur  in  which  apparently  a  partial 
conversion  of  the  myxoma  into  a  hpoma  is  in  progress,  or  conversely  a 
metamorphosis  of  the  lipoma.  Then  also  the  myxomas  vary  very 
greatly  in  the  proportion  of  cells,  the  very  cellular  ones  being  called 
medullary  myxomas,  and  frequently  graduating  into  sarcomas.  In 
fact,  with  pathologists  who  take  the  embryonic  nature  of  the  tissue  as  the 
criterion  of  sarcomas,  the  fact  that  mucous  tissue  is  the  embryonic 
precursor  of  adipose  tissue  induces  them  to  class  this  form  of  tumour 
among  the  sarcomas.  Consistently  with  these  facts  there  are  some 
myxomas  which  show  malignant  characters,  either  local  or  general 
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In  a  case  recorded  by  Virchow  (Fig.  65)  there  were  tumours  on  the 
nerves  and  in  the  dura  mater  of  the  cord  and  bram. 


Jig  65  Malignant  myxoma  lipomatodes  of  the  long  saphenous  nerve.  ^.Section.  S, 

External  appearance.  The  tnmour  measured  2 J  x  if  inches.  At  A,  the  nei-ve  fibres  are 
seen  to  be  for  the  most  part  on  the  outside  of  the  tumour,  which,  however,  was  completely 
covered  by  the  neurilemma.  Internally  the  tumour  is  lobulated,  and  it  presented  a 
gelatinous  appearance,  but  somewhat  opaque.  A  similar  tumour  was  seated  on  the  short 
saphenous  nerve.  (Virchow.) 


4.— THE  CAETILAGINOUS  TUMOUR  OE  CHONDEOMA. 

This  tumour  is  composed  of  cartilaginous  tissue.  The  cartilage  may 
be  hyaline  or  fibrous,  generally  the  latter.  The  tumour  is  also  intersected 
with  fibrous  bands  which  carry  blood-vessels  that  nourish  the  tissue. 
If  a  cartilaginous  tumour  grows  in  connection  with  and  out  from 
cartilage  it  is  called  an  Ecchondrosis,  but  if,  as  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  it  grows  in  connection  with  other  tissues,  then  it  is  called  an 
Enchondroma.    The  term  chondroma  of  course  includes  both. 
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The  ecchondrosos  are  usually  small  unimportant  outgrowths  chief! 
of  the  cartilages  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  and  ribs.  Virchow  ha^ 
described  an  interesting  form  of  so-called  ecchondrosis  at  the  l)asilar 
portion  of  the  occipital  and  sphenoid  bones.  The  basilar  parts  of 
these  bones  are  formed  from  cartilage,  and  in  adult  hfe  they  are  unite], 
forming  a  single  l)one  (os  tribasilare).  The  junction  takes  place  irregularly 
by  a  kind  of  toothed  imion.  In  this  process  a  little  bit  of  cartilage 
be  omitted,  and  this  sometimes  develops  into  a  little  tumour  just  under 
the  basilar  artery  to  which  it  may  be  adherent.  It  will  be  seen  that  we 
have  here  an  actual  instance  of  a  little  piece  of  embryonic  tissue  left 
over  to  develop  afterwards  into  a  tumour.  This  little  tumour  sonio 
times  undergoes  a  remarkable  change;  the  cells  swell  up  and  becojije 
like  those  of  the  chorda  dorsalis,  but  in  other  cases  it  ossifies. 

The  cartilaginous  loose  bodies  in  joints  are  sometimes  regarded 
as  originally  outgrowths  from  the  cartilages  or  synovial  fringes  which 
have  been  broken  off  and  grown  after  their  separation. 

Enchondromas  are  mostly  met  with  in  connection  wjtji 
Bones.  As  bones  are  developed  out  of  cartilage  for  the  most  part,  it 
may  be  supposed  that  httle  bits  of  the  embryonic  cartilage  are  left  over 
and  develop  into  tumours  afterwards.  The  enchondromas  of  bone  may 
be  divided  into  central  and  perijjheral,  according  as  they  originate  in 
the  medulla  or  at  the  surface.    The  former  are  the  more  common,  and 

they  are  met  with  cliiefly  in  early  hfe, 
occurring  especially  in  the  fingers  and  toes, 
which  may  be  the  seat  of  multiple  tumours 
as  in  figure  66.  These  tumours  begin 
inside  the  phalanges  or  metacarpal  bones, 
or,  less  frequently,  the  analogous  bones  of 
the  foot.  Growing  inside  the  bones  they 
may  be  for  a  time  unperceived,  but  after- 
wards swell  up  the  bones  and  may  even 
burst  through  the  external  shell.  These 
tumours  often  show  a  local  malignancy, 
growing  by  the  formation  of  new  nodides 
in   the  tissue   around.     The  peripheral 

Fig.  66. — Multiple  internal  enchon-    it  j_      •l^  ,  r  i 

dromata  of  fingers.  (Cornil  and  Ban-  cUonclromas  are  met  With  most  frequently 
^^^^'^  on  the  femur  and  pelvis,  agd  most  rarely 

on  the  bones  of  the  face  and  skull. 

In  soft  parts  chondromas  are  found  occasionally,  but  are  commonly 
mixed  with  fibrous,  mucous,  glandular,  sarcomatous,  or  cancerous  tissue. 
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They  are  particularly  frequent  in  glands,  as  the  testes,  ovaries,  mammse, 
or  sahvary  glauds.  In  these  situations  they  are  occasionally  found  to 
follow  chronic  irritations.  . 

In  their  form  chondromas  are  generally  rounded  tumours  and  dis- 
tinctly encapsuled,  hut  if  large  they  are  lobulated.  .  . 

It  has  already  been  said  that  the  enchondromas  are  often  mixed  with 
other  tissue,  and  it  is  to  be  added  that  secondary  changes  are  not  in- 
frequent They  sometimes  soften,  and  this  is  frequently  due  to  par- 
tial transformation  into  mucous  tissue.  This  is  particularly  the  case 
with  the  glandular  enchondromas.    On  the  other  hand,  those  of  bone 

Are  hable  to  ossify. 

Lastly,  chondromas  are  liable,  as  has  already  been  said,  to  show  a 
certain  malignancy,  forming  secondary  tumours,  especially  in  the  lungs. 
This  is  connected  Avith  the  frequently  mixed  character  of  these  tumours 
and  their  association  especially  with  sarcomas  and  cancers. 

5.— THE  BONY  TUMOUE  OE  OSTEOMA. 
In  this  class  are  included  tumours  composed  of  bone,  not  mere  new- 
iormati(Jns  due  to  inflammation,  nor  tumours  in  which  bone  exists  as 
a  subordinate  element  with  other 
tissue. 

The  immensemajority  of  bony 
•tumours  grow  from  bone,  and  are 
hence  called  EXOSTOSES.    In  re- 
gard to  their  structure,  some  are 
like  spongy  bone  with  the  inter- 
stices filled  with  ordinary  bone- 
marrow,  and  some  are  composed 
of  dense  bone  such  as  forms  the 
shaft  of  a  long  bone,  and  are 
■called  ivory  exostoses.  There 
are  even  tumours  which  origin- 
ate in  the  teeth.    When  these 
are  composed  of  cement,  they 
are  called  dental  osteomas,  but 
when  formed  of  dentine,  odonto- 
mas.   Several  forms  are  to  be 

<iifetiTlguished.  p.^  67.— Cartilaginous  spongy  exostosis  of  femur. 

(1.)  The  SPONGY  exostosis,  (Virchow.) 

or  the  exostosis  cartilaginea  (Fig.  67).    These  tumours  occur  mostly  at 
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the  epiphyses  of  the  long  bones,  and  are  derived  primarily  from  tbe 
epiphyseal  cartilage.  They  grow  during  childhood!  and,  just  as  I 
cartilage  from  which  they  originate  ossifies,  so  do  they,  and  the  bony 
tumour  formed  is  directly  continuous  with  the  bone  beneath  Tlie 
tumour  begins  as  a  small  outgrowth,  and  so  the  first  bone  formed  is 
a  narrow  piece.  The  cartilage  as  it  goes  on  gi-owing  enlarges  in  every 
direction,  and  so  overhangs  its  base,  the  tumour  thus  becoming  larger 
as  It  grows  outward,  and  consequently  pedunculated.  The  tumour 
consists  of  spongy  bone  with  a  thin  layer  of  cartilage  on  its  surface  It 
18  enough  to  snip  through  the  base  in  order  to  remove  the  tumour. 

(2.)  The  ivory  exostosis  is  mostly  met  with  on  the  bones  of  the 
head,  l)ut  also  on  the  pelvis,  scapula,  great  toe,  etc.    The  tumours  arc 

usually  rounded  in  form, 
and  may  be  tuberculated 
on  the  surface.  In  their 
favourite  seat  on  the  head 
they  may  grow  from  the 
external  table  and  project 
externally,  or  from  the  in- 
ternal table  and  project 
internally  (as  in  Fig.  68), 
in  wliich  case  they  may 
produce  irritation  of  the 
brain  substance  beneath. 
It  sometimes  happens  that 
an  ivory  exostosis  grows 

Fig.  68.— Internal  ivory  exostosis  of  tlie  frontal  bone    Tlie  t'  t 
surface  is  tuberculated,  and  the  tumom-  has  a  narrow  base  irOl^l  Corresponding  parts 
It  was  situated  to  the  left  of  the  falx  (/).    Natiu-al  size'  ^-f  l.^v-l         4.         1         i  • 

(ViBCHow.)  ^-^^   xxatiiroi  biic.      ^^Q^^jr^  extcmal  and  in- 

ternal tables.   These  tum- 
ours are  sometimes  multiple,  as  in  Figure  69. 

(3.)  Hyperostosis  and  periostosis  are  names  appHed  to 
growths  of  bone  which  are  not  properly  tumours.  They  are  locaHzed 
thickenings  of  bones  or  portions  of  bones.  This  gro^vth  of  particular 
parts  of  the  bones  of  the  head  may  become  so  independent  in  its  manner 
that  the  characters  of  a  tumour  are  simulated. 

Osteomas  of  other  parts  than  bones  are  rather  rare.  It  is  remark- 
able, however,  that  bony  masses  occur  sometimes  in  the  central  nervous 
system.  They  are  met  with  in  the  arachnoid,  where  they  used  to  be 
regarded  as  evidences  of  chronic  irritation,  and  are  hardly  tumours. 
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Actual  tumours  occur  in  the  dura  mater,  and  even  in  the  brain  mh- 
stance.  They  are  also  met  with  in  the  eyeball,  in  the  lungs,  and,  a? 
little  bony  granules,  in  the  skin. 


Fig.  69.— Multiple  exostoses  of  the  frontal  bone.   Natiiral  size.  (Virchow.) 


6.— THE  MUSCCJLAE-TISSUE  TUMOUE  OE  MYOMA, 

These  are  tumours  in  which  muscular  tissue  is  the  essential  constitu- 
ent, but  just  as  all  muscles  have  supporting  connective  tissue  so  have 
I  these,  some  more,  some  less.    As  there  are  two  kinds  of  muscle,  so  are 
\  there  two  forms  of  muscular  tumour,  those  composed  of  striated,  and 
i  those  of  smooth  muscle. 

1      The  Myoma  strio-cellulare  or  labdo-myoma  is  very  rare. 
)  Tumours  of  this  structure  have  been  observed  in  the  heart,  where  they 
;  are  congenital.     They  have  also  been  seen  in  the  kidneys,  ovaries, 
and  testicles,  where  the  tissue  consists  usually  of  spindle-shaped  cells, 
which  are  transversely  striated,  and  so  the  tumours  are  often  called 
myo-sarcomas  on  account  of  their  cellular  character. 

The  SMOOTH-CELLED  MYOMA  (M.  Isevi-cellulare  or  leiomyoma)  is  an 
exceedingly  common  form  of  tumour,  and  is  met  with  in  almost  every 
part  where  smooth  muscle  exists  normally.  According  to  the  amount 
and  density  of  the  interstitial  connective  tissue  is  the  consistence  of  the 
myoma— It  may  be  very  dense  and  warrant  the  name  fibro-myoma,  or  it 
may  be  so  hard  as  to  resemble  cartilage. 

Myomas  are  often  described  as  fibrous  tumours,  and  in  appearance 
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they  justify  this  designation.  To  the  naked  eye  they  appear  fibrous 
on  section,  and  even  under  the  microscope  they  appear  to  be  formed  of 
fibres.  On  adding  acetic  acid  to  a  microscopic  section,  or  staining  with 
carmine  or  other  agent,  the  fi])res  are  seen  to  be  much  more  abundantly 
nucleated  than  ordinary  connective  tissue.  In  fact,  rod-shaped  nuclei 
(not  spindles  as  in  connective  tissue)  are  so  closely  set  as  at  once  to 
suggest  a  cellular  tissue  (see  Fig.  70).    It  may  here  be  remarked  that 


Fig.  70.— Section  of  a  myoma  of  the  uterus  stained  with  carmine.  The  miiscularnucle 
ai-e  seen  in  longitudinal  and  transverse  section,    x  350. 


in  the  unimpregnated  uterus  there  is  the  same  difficulty  in  distinguish- 
ing the  individual  spindle-cells.    In  both  cases,  however,  the  cells  may 
be  isolated  by  macerating  the  tissue  for  twenty-four  hours  in  a  20  per 
cent,  solution  of  nitric  acid,  or  for  twenty  to  thirty  minutes  in  a  34  - 
per  cent,  solution  of  caustic  potash.    This  makes  the  tissue  rotten,  and  : 
separates  the  ceUs,  which  are  recognized  as  spindles  (as  in  Fig.  71). 

Myomas  always  arise  where  muscle  already  exists,  and  as  smooth 
muscle  is  most  frequent  in  the  walls  of  mucous  canals  and  cavities,  it  ' 
is  there  that  they  usually  originate.    The  tumour  may  be  continuous 
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with  the  muscular  wall,  forming  an  outgrowth  from  it,  or  it  may  be 
distinctly  isolated  and  encaiDsuled.  It  may  remain  in  the  substance  of 
the  muscular  wall  (intraparietal  or  intramural),  or  it  may  slip  inwards 
so  as  to  bulge  under  the  mucous  membrane  (submucous),  or  it  may  pass 
outward  and  present  under  the  serous  coat  (subserous).  In  the  two 
latter  cases  the  tumours  often  become  polypoid. 

By  far  the  most  fre- 
quent seat  of  the  mj^oma 

is  the  FEMALE  ORGANS 
OF    GENERATION,  most 

frequently  the  uterus, 
but  also  the  ligaments 
and  ovaries.  The  so- 
called  uterine  fibroids 
are  myomas,  and  the 
most  important  of  these 
are  the  submucous  which 
so  frequently  become 
polypoid,  and  give  rise 
to  haemorrhage,  slough- 
ing, etc.  In  the  pros- 
it ,  ,  ,  Fig.  Tl.— Muscular  fibre  cells  from  a  myoma  Isolated  by 
TATE    the    hypertrophy     steeping  in  nitric  acid,    x  350. 

frequently  met  with  in  old  men  is  really  from  the  formation  of  a 
muscular  tumour,  and  the  third  lobe  which  forms  a  prominent  bulging 
projection  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder  is  an  outgrowth  from  the  muscle 
of  the  prostate.  Sometimes  there  are  even  isolated  muscular  tumours 
in  the  midst  of  the  prostate.  This  form  of  tumour  is  to  be  distinguished 
from  the  glandular  tumour,  which  is  a  much  rarer  form  of  hypertrophy 
and  occurs  mostly  in  young  men.  Myomas  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tine are  infrequent,  and  are  usually  submucous.  They  have  also  been 
seen  in  the  urinary  bladder,  Lastly,  they  are  rarely  met  with  in  the 
SKIN,  one  or  two  cases  in  connection  with  the  nipple  and  the  scrotum 
have  been  observed. 

The  myoma  is  of  SLOW  GROWTH,  but  many  go  on  as  long  as  30  or  40 
years,  and  many  reach  a  very  great  weight,  as  much  as  60  lbs.  Ee- 
TROGRADE  CHANGES  may  occur,  such  as  fatty  degeneration,  resulting  in 
shrinking  or  the  formation  of  cysts.  If  induration  occurs  from  forma- 
tion of  hard  connective  tissue,  this  may  calcify,  leaving  the  muscular 
tissue  m  the  spaces  between  the  calcified  trabecula3.  In  "  some  cases 
from  derangements  of  the  circulation  in  large  tumours,  we  may  have  an 
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actual  necrosis  of  a  portion  of  the  muscular  substance,  resulting  some- 
times in  absorption  and  the  formation  of  a  cyst.  In  other  cases,  the 
dead  structures  become  calcified  as  in  Fig.  72,  Avhere  muscular  ele- 
ments, connective  tissue,  and  walls  of  blood-vessels  were  all  found 


Pi"-.  T2.— From  a  myoma,  a  portion  of  whicli  had  become  calcified,    a,  musciUar 
fibre'cells  impregnated  with  lime  salts ;  6,  a  blood-vessel  with  waU  incrusted.    x 3.50. 

impregnated  with  lime.  As  the  myomas  so  readily  become  pol3q:)oid, 
they  are  liable  to  be  insufficiently  nourished,  as  the  neck  gets  thinner ; 
sloughing  may  even  occur,  especially  if  they  present  on  a  mucous  sui-- 
face,  and  are  exposed  to  injmy.  Such  tumours  are  also  Kable  to  bleed, 
especially  as  the  vessels  in  them  sometimes  undergo  great  dilatation. 


7.— THE  NEEVOUS-TISSUE  TUMOUE  OE  NEUEOMA. 

By  the  name  neuroma  is  often  understood  a  tumour  which  grows 
on  a  nerve  stem,  and  this  use  of  it  may  be  convenient  for  surgical  piu*- 
poses.  Here  we  have  to  consider  tumours  according  to  their  structiu-e, 
and  if  a  fatty,  mucous,  or  fibrous  tumour  grows  on  a  nerve,  it  is  to  be 
embraced  in  its  own  class.  Tumours  on  nerves,  but  not  of  nervous 
structure,  are  designated  FALSE  NEUROMAS. 

But  there  are  tumours  composed  essentially  of  nervous  tissue.  As 
there  are  two  kinds  of  nerve  tissue,  the  central  or  ganghonic  and  the 
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fibrous  or  fascicular,  it  might  be  expected  that  we  should  have  two 
kinds  of  neuromas.  But  practically  we  have  no  such  thing  as  a  tumour 
composed  of  ganglionic  nerve  tissue,  although  central  nervous  tissue 
does  occasionally  enter  into  the  composition  of  a  teratoma. 

The  TRUE  NEUROiMA  is  composed  of  nerve 
fibres,  which  may  be  either  meduUated,  as 
in  the  ordinary  cerebro-sjDinal  nerve,  or  non- 
medullated.   One  of  the  most  striking  forms 
is  the  so-called  amputation  neuroma  (Fig. 
73).  Sometimes  after  amputations ,  the  cut 
■ends  of  the  nerves  produce  little  knots  or 
knobs  which  have  a  hard  consistence  and 
to  the  naked  eye  look  fibrous.    Under  the 
microscope  medullated  nerve  fibres  are  found 
running  in  bundles,  but  there  are  also  many 
fine  fibres  which  are  probably  non-medullated 
nerve  fibres.    It  is  in  this  case  as  if  the  cut 
end  of  the  nerve  had  made  an  attempt  at 
regeneration  of  the  lost  portion.  Allied 
to  this  form  is  the  traumatic  neuroma, 
result  of  injury  in  the 


occurring 


as  the 
•course  of  a  nerve. 
But  neiu"omas 


occur  in  the  course  of 
nerves  spontaneously,  and  they  are  often 
multiple,  forming  oval  swellings,  hard  and  (Virchow.) 
fibrous  in  appearance.    They  contain  much  fibrous  tissue,  in  the  midst 


Pig.  73.  —  Amputation-neuroma. 
The  nerves  end  in  knobbed  ex- 
tremities. The  case  was  one  of 
amputation  in  the  upper  ai-m. 
Two-thirds  of   the  natural  size. 


of  which  thcro  are  medullated  nerve  fibres  (see  Fig.  74)  recognizaUe  in 
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the  fresh  state  by  tlio  double  contour,  especially  when  the  connective 
tissue  has  been  rendered  transparent  by  acetic  acid  or  liquor  potassa?. 
But  usually  in  addition  to  these  medullated  fibres,  there  are  fine 
nucleated  fibres  which  Virchow  regards  as  non-meduUated  nerve  fibres. 
In  some  neuromas  these  are  very  abundant. 

The  PAINFUL  SUBCUTANEOUS  TUMOUR,  or  Wood's  tumour,  is  a 
somewhat  difficult  growth  to  classify.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  a  small 
round  tumour  under  the  skin,  and  is  commonly  the  seat  of  intense 
pain.  The  pain  indicates  some  connection  with  the  nerves,  and  it  has 
been  suggested  that  the  tumour  may  even  be  a  non-medullate<l 
neuroma.  According  to  Virchow  there  are  tumours  of  various  struc- 
ture in  this  category,  myomas,  angiomas,  neuromas.  Recently  Hoggan 
has  described  one  which  he  believes  to  be  an  adenoma  of  the  sweat- 
glands,  but  which  Virchow  rather  takes  to  be  an  angioma.    In  the 


Pig.  75.  Section  of  a  painful  subcutaneous  tumour  (Wood's  tumour).  The  ap- 
pearance is  somewhat  like  that  of  a  myoma,    x  SO. 


case  from  which  our  figures  are  taken  (Figs.  75  and  76)  the  tumour 
consisted  of  a  dense  interlacing  network  of  fibres,  very  suggestive  of  the 
appearance  of  a  myoma  (Fig.  74).  On  macerating  portions  in  nitric 
acid  the  tissue  broke  up  into  large  spindle  cells,  as  shown  m  Fig.  75. 
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This  tumour  is  probably  a  myoma  of  the  skin,  and  several  others 
examined  l\v  the  author  had  a  similar  structure. 


Fig.  76. — From  same  tumoiu-  as  Fig.  75,  after  maceration  in  nitric  acid.  Large 
spindles  are  isolated,  probably  smooth  muscle  cells,    x  350. 


8.— THE  YASCULAE  TUMOUE  OE  ANGIOMA. 

We  have  here  a  tumour  comj)osed  of  blood  or  lymphatic  vessels. 
Several  forms  are  distinguished  according  to  the  kind  of  vessels  which 
form  the  tumour. 

The  commonest  form  is  (1)  the  plexiform  or  capillary  angioma. 
This  includes  most  of  the  vascular  nsevi,  and  consists  of  capillary  and 


^eX^e^S^^^^^^— ^^:-f,r-^  ^^^^^^^  -) 

intermediate  vessels  forming  a  rich  plexus.    It  is  mostly  a  growth  of 
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the  skin,  and  may  be  very  small  or  cover  a  large  area,  forming  a  flat 
soft  surface  of  darlc  or  bright  hue.  It  is  nearly  always  congenital, 
although  it  may  increase  in  size  after  birth.  These  capillary  naevi 
graduate  into  those  consisting  of  dilated  veins,  the  venous  or  varicose 
nffivi  (Fig.  77).  They  have  similar  situations  to  the  capillary  form  and 
similar  appearances. 

(2)  The  CAVERNOUS  ANGIOMA  consists  of  tissue  like  that  of  the 
corpus  cavernosum  of  the  penis  or  clitoris,  namely  a  network  with 
meshes  which  communicate  freely  and  are  filled  with  blood.  When 
empty  they  are  seen  to  he  composed  of  a  pale  tissue,  in  its  texture 
resembling  a  sponge,  with  variously  thick  trabeculae  and  variously 
wide  spaces.  These  trabeculse  are  all  accurately  lined  with  endo 
thelium,  and  consist  of  connective  tissue  with  some  muscular  filjre- 
cells  in  them.  These  tumours  are  erectile  and  sometimes  pulsatile. 
Sometimes  the  tumour  merges  into  the  neighbouring  vessels  Avithout 
distinct  boundary,  but  sometimes  it  has  a  distinct  connective 
tissue  capsule,  which,  however,  appears  to  be  a  secondary  formation. 
Sometimes  also  they  are  indurated  in  the  centre,  and  the  induration 
may  gradually  lead  to  the  obliteration  of  the  spaces  and  the  destruction 
of  the  tumour.    These  tumours  are  not  so  usually  congenital  as  the 

former  kind,  but  they 
come  on  in  childhood  at 
latest,  and  they  may 
develop  out  of  the  other 
form. 

The  skin  is  a  frequent 
seat  of  the  cavernous  an- 
gioma, especially  that  of 
the  face  or  head,  but  also 
sometimes  of  the  tnmk 

Fig.7  S. — Cavernous  angioma  of  liver.  The  fibrous  septa  are  ^v.  li'mlia  TTioir  aro  olsn 
shown.    The  spaces  between  were  occupied  with  blood  during        iimub.      J.llt;j  dlB  <li&u 

li^e.  X90.  jj^et  with  in  the  Kver, 

not  forming  prominent  tumours,  but  simply  replacing  a  piece  of  liver 
tissue  by  cavernous  tissue  (see  Fig.  78). 

(3)  Cavernous  tumours  communicating  with  the  lymphatics  and 
filled  with  lymphatic  fluid  have  been  described,  and  are  designated 
cavernous  lymphangiomas.  i 
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9.— THE  GLANDULAE  TUMOUE  OE  ADENOMA. 

As  there  are  many  glands  of  different  structure,  so  are  there  various 
forms  of  adenoma. 

(1)  The  ]\L\.MMARY  GLANDULAR  TUMOUR  is  a  form  Concerning  which 
there  is  some  difference  of  opinion.  Glandular  tissue  is  frequently 
present  in  sarcoma  of  the  mamma,  and  this  is  expressed  in  the  name 
adenoid  sarcoma.  Again,  cancers  of  the  mamma  take  origin  in  the 
glandular  tissue,  and  it  may  sometimes  be  doubtful  whether  we  have  a 
cancer  or  an  adenoma  before  us.  But  besides  these,  we  meet  with  dis- 
tinct isolated  growths  in  the  mamma  whose  tissue  imitates  that  of  the 
gland  itself,  except  that  there  are  no  excretory  ducts.  The  tumour  occurs 
in,  or  over,  or  imder  the  gland,  sometimes  as  if  it  were  a  supernumerary 
breast.  It  is  markedly  lobed  and  varies  in  consistence  according  to  the 
predominance  of  gland  tissue  or  connective  tissue.  Under  the  micro- 
scope we  find  lobes,  consisting  of  groups  of  acini  or  terminal  gland 
structures  lined  with  glandular  epithelium  (Fig.  79). 


r 

\ 


«pfi^'r,^?i'~'^'^-^"?™r  2\  mamma-  Glandular  stractures  are 
seen  m  the  midst  of  fibrous  tissue,  but  without  proper  ducts. 

(2)  In  the  PROSTATE  gland  we  occasionally  have  a  new-formation  of 
gland  tissue,  leading  to  enlargement  of  the  gland,  but  this  forms  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  hypertrophies  of  the  prostate. 

(3)  Mucous  POLYPI  are  very  frequent  forms  of  tumour,  and  are 
mostly  composed  of  hypertrophied  mucous  glands.    They  form  pendul- 
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ous  tumours,  generally  on  mucous  membranes  which  liave  been  the  seat 
of  chronic  inflammation.  There  are  some  polypi  of  mucous  memljranes 
which  do  not  consist  of  gland  tissue,  especially  those  of  the  ear  and  of 
the  female  urethra  (the  urethral  caruncles).  Elsewhere,  as  in  the  nose, 
rectum,  stomach,  uterus,  they  are  usually  composed  of  masses  of  muc- 
ous gland  tissue  covered  with  epithehum  of  the  kind  existing  in  the 
mucous  membrane  where  they  grow,  cylindrical  in  the  stomach  and 
rectum,  ciliated  in  the  nose.  Very  frequently  from  closure  of  their 
ducts,  the  mucous  glands  develop  cysts.  These  polypi  may  generally 
be  regarded  as  evidences  of  chronic  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane 
in  which  they  are  found. 

(4)  The  THYROID  ADENOMAS  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  goitres 
or  BRONCHOCELES.  The  thyroid  gland  consists  of  vesicles  lined  with 
epithelium,  these  vesicles  being  grouped  into  lobules.  A  goitre  may 
consist  in  a  simple  enlargement  of  the  whole  gland,  or  of  a  single  lobe 
of  it,  or  it  may  be  due  to  the  formation  of  isolated  tumours  consisting 
of  gland  tissue.  In  the  case  of  apparent  simple  enlargement  the  vesicles 
may  be  found  greatly  increased  in  size  and  many  of  them  filled  with 
colloid  material.  In  the  same  case  the  various  stages  of  colloid  meta- 
morphosis, as  it  affects  the  epithelium,  may  be  observed.  These  colloid 
vesicles  may  coalesce  and  form  considerable  cysts.  In  other  cases  there 
is  a  distinct  new-formation  of  glandular  tissue,  the  tumour  consisting 
largely  of  vesicles  of  normal  size.  But  the  new-formed  vesicles  are  also 
prone  to  undergo  colloid  degeneration.  Where  distinct  isolated  tumours 
exist,  there  is  of  course  a  great  new-formation  of  gland  tissue,  and  here 
also  there  is  often  colloid  change.  In  all  the  forms  secondary  changes 
are  frequent.  We  have  already  seen  that  cysts  form.  Then  blood 
may  be  extravasated  into  cysts  or  into  the'  interstitial  tissue,  and  though 
subsequently  absorbed  the  pigment  remains.  Caseous  degeneration  may 
affect  the  extravasated  blood  or  even  the  glandular  tissue^  and  calcareous 
infiltration  sometimes  ensues,  so  that  great  changes  may  occur  in  the 
characters  of  the  tumour.  The  relation  of  the  colloid  goitres  to  tumours 
is  very  distinctly  evidenced  by  the  observation  of  a  case  by  Cohnheim 
in  which  secondary  tumours  developed  by  metastasis,  the  tumours 
occurring  in  the  lungs,  lymphatic  glands,  and  elsewhere  ha-\dng  the 
structure  of  the  thyroid  with  colloid  degeneration. 

(5)  Adenomas  are  of  occasional  occurrence  in  the  liver,  consisting 
of  liver  tissue.  There  may  be  a  single  tumour  or  many,  and  the  tu- 
mours may  be  distinctly  encapsuled  or  not.  They  consist  of  Hver- 
tissue  arranged  in  lobules,  but  the  hepatic  cells  are  larger  than  normal, 
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and  contain  more  nuclei.  They  usually  show  fatty  metamorphosis. 
Similar  multiple  adenomas  of  the  hver  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in 
dogs.  In  addition  to  this  form,  we  shall  see  in  the  section  devoted  to 
diseases  of  the  liver  that  a  form  occurs  sometimes  designated  adenoma, 
in  which  the  tissue  follows  the  type  of  tubular  glands  rather  than  that 
of  the  liver. 

Among  the  adenomas  we  might  include  tumours  of  lymphatic  gland 
tissue,  but  these  will  be  more  conveniently  considered  afterwards  under 
the  lymphomas. 

10.— THE  GLIOMA. 

This  is  a  tumour  with  the  structure  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
central  nervous  system,  the  neuroglia.  In  examining  a  section  of  the 
brain  substance,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  what  is  really  nervous  structure, 
and  what  the  supporting  connective  substance,  but  when  we  examine 
the  surfaces  of  the  ventricles  we  find  that  the  ganglion  cells  and  nerve 
fibres  fall  away,  and  just  at  the  surface  or  ependyma  we  have  what  is 
presumably  a  purely  connective  substance.  When  hardened  sections 
are  examined,  this  is  seen  to  consist  of  a  finely  reticulated  network  of 
fibres  and  round  or  slightly  elongated  cells.  In  the  fresh  state  the 
fibres  are  not  obvious,  and  we  have  a  granular  material.  This  con- 
nective substance  has  some  of  the  characters  of  mucous  tissue,  and 
seems  allied  to  it. 

The  ghoma  as  it  occurs  in  the  brain  does  not  usually  form  an  isolated 
!  tumour,  but,  being  continuous  with  the  brain  substance,  has  more  the 
\  appearance  of  a  SAvelling  of  part  of  the  brain.  It  is  seen  also  that  the 
t  diff'erent  shades  of  colour  of  different  parts  of  the  brain  are  lost  when  a 
;  ghoma  takes  their  place.  Gliomas  sometimes  occur  as  small  granular  or 
1  warty  projections  on  the  surface  of  the  ventricles,  but  the  more  import- 
ant ones  involve  considerable  portions  of  the  brain  substance. 

Under  the  microscope  the  ghoma  is  seen  to  resemble  the  neurogha, 
but  the  cells  are  much  more  abundant  There  is  a  well-developed 
fine  or  coarse  net-work  and  in  it  cells  with  oval  nuclei.  The  cells 
I  present  considerable  variety  in  size.  Ghomas  being  soft  and  some- 
what cellular  tumours,  are  liable  to  secondary  changes.  Hajmorrhage 
not  infrequently  occurs,  and  the  blood  causing  pressure  around,  the 
'  case  may  end  like  one  of  h£emorrhagic  apoplexy.  The  tumour  may 
also  undergo  fatty  or  caseous  metamorphosis,  and  if  a  limited  hemor- 
rhage has  occurred  the  clot  may  change  in  a  similar  way.  In  this 
manner  a  tumour  which  had  originally  the  appearance  of  brain  sub- 
stance may  change  considerably. 
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Gliomas  occur  also  in  the  retina,  forming  soft  tumours  which  fill  up 
the  eyeball.  The  true  glioma  is  an  innocent  tumour,  hut  sometimes  it 
assumes  a  sarcomatous  character  and  malignancy  is  developed. 


11.— THE  BEAIN  SAND  TUMOUR  OR  PSAMMOMA. 


in 


The  pineal  gland  contains  calcareous  particles  like  grains  of  sand,  and 
tumours  are  met  ^vith  in  which  similar  particles  are  present.     It  is 

necessary,  of  course,  to  distinguish 
these  from  tumours  in  which  simply 
a  secondary  calcareous  infiltration 
has  occurred.  The  psammoma  is 
composed  of  soft  connective  tissue  in 
the  midst  of  which  there  are  calcare- 
ous masses  in  the  form  of  irregular 
globes,  rods  or  spines.  (See  Fig. 
80.)  The  commonest  form  is  the 
globe,  which  has  rounded  projections 
on  its  surface  like  a  berry.  The 
origin  and  significance  of  these  masses 
is  obscure.  The  tumours  are  met 
with  in  the  pineal  gland  and  choroid 
plexus — usuallj''  small.  They  also 
occur  in  the  dura  mater,  where  they 
form  half  globular  tumours  sometimes  as  large  as  a  cherry  and  either 
smooth  or  irregular  on  the  surface. 


Fig.  80. — From  a  psammoma  of  the  dura 
mater.  Dark  calcareous  rods  and  masses  are 
seen  in  a  fibrous  tissue,    x  90. 


B.— COMPOUND-TISSUE  TUMOURS. 
1.— THE  CYSTIC  TUMOUR  OR  CYSTOMA. 

A  cyst  is  a  cavity  having  well-defined  walls  and  containing  material 
which  is  more  or  less  fluid.  Some  cysts  are  formed  simply  by  the 
transformation  of  existing  structures,  and  it  is  clear  that  accorchng 
to  our  definition  of  tumours  these  do  not  come  under  that  designation,  as 
they  are  not  pieces  of  tissue  which  groAV  independently  without  regard 
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to  the  needs  of  the  organism.  There  are  other  cysts,  however,  which  do 
owe  their  origin  to  the  independent  new-formation  of  tissue,  and  there- 
fore deserve ''the  name  of  tumours.  The  two  forms  are  so  similar 
in  appearance  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  separate  them  rigidly, 
and  ^nthout  aiming  at  logical  accuracy  we  shall  here  consider  the  cysts 
as  a  whole.  If  necessary  the  name  Cystoma  may  be  reserved  for  strictly 
c\  stic  tumours. 

Mode  of  formation  of  cysts.  As  already  indicated  cysts  vary 
greatly  in  regard  to  their  mode  of  origin.  Some  of  them  arise  out  of  a 
pre-existing  cavity,  very  often  by  accumulation  in  it,  in  the  first  place, 
of  its  normal  contents.  Thus  a  gland  will  become  a  cyst  by  its  duct 
becoming  obstructed.  Cysts  arising  thus  are  often  designated  RETENTION 
CYSTS.  But  other  cysts  arise  simply  by  softening  of  existing  tissue,  the 
softened  material  being  absorbed  and  fluid  taking  its  place.  This, 
as  we  have  seen,  often  occurs  in  the  brain,  resulting  in  the  APOPLECTIC 
CYST.  Again,  we  may  have  cysts  arising  by  a  distinct  new-formation ; 
a  preliminary  tissue  is  formed,  generally  something  like  that  of  a  gland, 
and  this  is  afterwards  transformed  into  a  cyst  somewhat  in  the  fashion  of 
the  retention  cyst.  Instead  of  following  out  these  modes  of  formation 
it  will  be  more  convenient  to  give  some  examples  of  cysts,  and  their 
mode  of  origin  will  come  up  for  discussion  as  each  is  considered. 

Cysts  of  the  skin  aj)pear  to  arise  in  many  cases  from  sebaceous 
glands.  The  duct  becomes  obstructed  by  inspissated  secretion  or  ad- 
hesion of  its  walls,  and  the  sebaceous  material  accumulates  behind. 
Such  a  cyst  may  attain  some  size,  and  contains  mainly  fat,  cholestearine, 
and  epidermic  scales.  From  the  nature  of  their  contents  such  cysts  are 
often  designated  ATHEROMATOUS.  Their  wall  consists  of  connective 
tissue  with  a  hning  of  epidermis,  which  may  present  papillary  projections. 
They  occur  mostly  on  the  head  and  face,  and  are  often  called  wens. 
Besides  these  we  sometimes  meet  with  more  complex  cysts  in  the  skin, 
and  these  are  congenital  in  their  origin,  probably  arising  by  inclusion  of 
a  piece  of  embryonic  skin.  Their  walls  are  like  the  skin,  containing 
hairs  ^Yith.  hair-follicles  and  sebaceous  glands,  and  sometimes  even  sweat 
glands.  These  are  called  dermoid  cysts,  and  they  contain  a  less 
grumous  material  than  the  former  ones,  their  contents  consisting  of 
cholestearine  and  epidermis  often  with  loose  hairs. 

Mucous  cysts,  or  cysts  with  mucous  contents,  arise  in  situations 
where  mucous  glands  are  present,  their  chief  sites  being  the  nostrils 
and  communicating  cavities,  the  upper  surface  of  the  epiglottis,  the 
larynx,  the  oesophagus,  and  in  connection  with  the  glands  of  Cowper  and 
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Bartolini.  Of  these  a  very  typical  form  is  the  Kanula,  whose  origin  and 
mode  of  formation  has  been  carefully  studied  by  liecklinghauscn. 

It  has  long  been  taught  that  these  cysts  arise  by  obstnaction  of  ducts 
and  accumulation  of  the  contents  behind  them,  but  this  scarcely  ex- 
plains the  continuous  enlargement  of  the  cysts  after  they  have  been 
formed.  It  might  be  supposed  that  the  epithelium  lining  the  cysts 
would  secrete  mucus  and  so  add  to  the  contents,  Init  there  is  the  objec- 
tion to  this  that  the  epithelium  loses  its  glandular  character,  and  there 
are  no  goblet  cells  to  be  found  in  it.  The  real  state  of  matters 
appears  to  be  that  the  cyst  forms,  not  out  of  the  gland,  but  from 
its  duct,  and,  the  gland  persisting,  its  secretion  is  thrown  into  the 
cyst.  This  is  shown  in  Fig.  81,  copied  from  Eecklinghausen's  paper. 
It  would  thus  appear  that  the  persistence  of  the  gland  is  an  essential 
element  in  the  formation  of  the  cyst.  In  the  enlargement  of  the  cyst 
the  power  which  mucin  has  of  swelling  up  and  absorbing  water  is  of 
some  consequence.  A  small  amount  of  mucin  formed  by  the  gland  and 
discharged  into  the  cyst  will  swell  up  and  add  considerably  to  its 
contents.  Before  a  regular  cyst  forms,  the  orifice  of  the  duct  is  ob- 
structed, usually  by  an  inflammation  around  it.  But  on  account  of  the 
peculiarity  of  mucin  just  noticed,  a  small  temporary  cyst  may  form 
without  any  considerable  obstruction  of  the  duct.  If  a  quantity  of 
mucin  is  discharged  into  the  duct  it  may  swell  so  much  as  to  be  unable 
at  once  to  escape  from  the  orifice  and  so  form  a  small  cyst,  which  after- 
wards discharges.  In  this  way  cysts  often  form  in  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  mouth. 


a 


Fig  Sl.-rormation  of  mticous  cysts;  a,  the  persistent  mucous  gland  tissue ;  6,  the 
dilated  duct,    x  300.  (Recklinghausen.) 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  cysts  arise  in  mucous  poln^ij'and 
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they  have  a  similar  mode  of  formation  to  that  just  described.  The 
obstruction  of  the  orifices  is  here  the  more  likely,  as  the  polypus 
itself  usually  originates  in  connection  with  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
mucous  membrane. 

Cysts  of  the  thyroid  gland  have  been  already  referred  to  as 


Fig.  82. — Hydronephrosis  with  granular  atrophy  of  the 
kidney.  The  other  kidney  showed  a  marlied  compen- 
satory hypertrophy.  (Virchow.) 

taking  origin  in  the  vesicles  of  the  gland,  but  they  may  also  have 
origin  in  softening  of  the  tissue  of  the 
gland.    Sometimes  one  or  more  cysts 
attain  very  large  dimensions   in  the 
thyroid. 

In  THE  KIDNEY  we  have  frequent 
cysts,  most  of  which  arise  by  obstruction, 
and  are  to  be  classed  as  retention  cysts. 
By  obstruction  of  the  ureter  the  con- 
dition of  hydronephrosis  is  brought 
about,  in  which  the  whole  kidney  goes 
to  form  a  cyst  (Fig.  82).  Obstruction 
of  the  uriniferous  tubules  by  tube-casts, 
or  more  commonly  by  the  contraction  of 
new-formed  connective  tissue,  produces 
cysts  in  the  kidney  substance  which 
may  be  of  microscopic  size,  or  large 
enough  to  be  seen  by  the  naked  eye. 
These  cysts  are  multiple.  We  some- 
times meet  with  a  single  cyst  of  large  ^  _  _  _ 
size,  with  a  definite  linina;  membrane,     ins.  long,  4  ins.  broad,  and  3iins7thTck. 

I    ,    .      _  °  '  The  entu-e  kidney  tissue  was  replaced 

and  obviously  of  old  date.    Such  cysts  (Virchow.) 


Fig.  83.— Congenital  cystic  kidney  from 
new-bom  child.    Each  kidney  measured 
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are  probably  congenital,  and  owe  their  origin  to  foetal  closui-e  of  one  or 
more  tubuli  uriniferi.  Again,  the  whole  kidney  may  be  converted  into 
a  congeries  of  cysts  large  and  small,  filled  with  serous  or  bloody  fluid 
the  outline  of  the  organ  being  greatly  enlarged  (Fig.  83).  These  also 
are  congenital  in  their  origin,  and  probably  arise  by  foetal  closure  of  the 
tubuh  unniferi.  In  all  these  cases  the  cysts  contain  a  serous  fluid 
although,  m  some  of  them  at  least,  urine  has  been  the  primary  contents; 
after  a  time,  however,  the  urinary  constituents  are  absorljed,  and  serous 
fluid  alone  remains. 

The  GALL  BLADDER  may  be  converted  into  a  cyst  by  obstruction  of 
Its  duct.  It  is  the  secretion  of  the  mucous  glands— a  mucous  material 
—which  accumulates  and  produces  "the  distention, ;  but  after  a  time  this 
gives  way  to  a  serous  fluid,  and  the  bladder  is  converted  into  a  large 
thin  sac  full  of  a  watery  serum.  There  may  be  a  formation  of  cysts  in 
the  substance  of  the  liver  by  obstruction  of  the  hepatic  ducts  in  their 
finer  ramifications.  Obstruction  of  the  common  hepatic  duct  produces 
a  distention  of  the  ultimate  terminations  of  the  duct,  but  not  a  proper 
cystic  formation. 

The  VERMIFORM  APPENDAGE  is  Sometimes  converted  into  a  cyst  by 
obstruction  of  its  orifice.  At  first  mucus  accumulates,  and  even  when 
the  cyst  is  of  large  size  the  contents  may  remain  of  a  gelatinous  consist- 
ence. But  here  also  there  is  a  tendency  to  simphfication  of  the  wall, 
involving  atrophy  of  the  mucous  glands,  so  that  there  results  a  thin- 
walled  cyst,  consisting  of  connective  tissue  with  merely  a  lining  of 
epithelium,  and  the  contents  generally  cease  to  have  the  mucous 
character. 

The  OVARIES  are  very  frequently  the  seat  of  cysts.  They  may  arise 
by  simple  accumulation  of  serous  fluid  in  the  Graafian  vesicles,  a  dropsy  of 
these  (Fig.  84),  but  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  a  definite  new-formation 

precedes  the  cystic  development.  This  consists 
in  the  production  of  tubular  or  gland-like  struc- 
tures out  of  which  cj'sts  develop  apparently  by 
closure  of  their  orifices.  In  this  way  multitudes 
of  cysts  are  formed,  and  as  this  tissue  is  contin- 
ually being  produced  there  is  a  progressive 
new-formation  of  cysts.  Very  often  one  or 
more  cysts  become  predominant,  and  they  en- 
veSdes^'iir ovary^of'a  ^'iTten  large  by  coalesccuce  of  othcrs,  but  there  is 
years  of  age.  (Vikchow.)        ^j^^^^^g  evidence  in  the  walls  of  the  cysts  that 

new-formation  is  progressing.    These  cysts  contain  originally  a  mucous 


THE  PAPILLARY  TUMOUR  OR  PAPILLOMA. 


209 


or  colloid  material,  which  may  be  variously  modified  by  fatty  changes, 
hemorrhage,  and  inflammation.  Similar  cysts  are  occasionally,  though 
very  rarely,  met  ■with  in  the  testicle. 

The  ovaries  are  also  the  seat  of  cysts  which  will  be  referred  to  after- 
wards as  teratomas. 

Cysts  occur  in  tumours,  and  are  particularly  common  in  mammary 
tumoiu's,  especially  the  adenoid  sarcomas.  There  is,  in  fact,  a  form  of 
sarcoma  designated  cysto-sarcoma.  The  cysts  here  ajij^ear  to  originate 
from  the  glandular  structures.  The  glandular  acini  dilate,  much  in  the 
manner  of  retention  cysts.  When  the  cyst  has  formed,  the  sarcomatous 
tissue,  aj)parently  growing  in  the  direction  of  least  resistance,  very 
often  grows  into  the  cyst,  and  may  even  fill  it  uj)  with  an  intracystic 
growth. 


2.— THE  PAPILLAEY  TUMOUE  OE  PAPILLOMA. 


By  this  name  is  meant  a  tumour  composed  of  a  congeries  of  exagger- 
ated papillae  hke  those  of  the  skin,  or  like  the  villi  of  mucous  membranes. 
A  papilla  or  villus  consists  of  a  basis  of  connective  tissue  in  which  there 
is  a  loop  of  capillary  blood-vessel,  and  a  covering  of  epithelium.  The 
epithelium  is  like  that  of  the  surface  concerned,  and  may  be  stratified  or 
in  a  single  layer. 

Their  commonest  situation  is  the  skin,  where  they  form  the  WART, 
which  is  an  overgrowth  of  a  group  of  existing  papilla  covered  with  hard 
epidermis.  At  the  surface  of  the  wart  the  papillae  may  be  covered  over 
with  a  continuous  layer  of  epidermis,  or  the  individual  papillae  may  pro- 
ject independently.  The  HORN  is  also  formed  on  the  basis  of  a  group 
of  papillae,  but  the  hard  horny  epidermis  is  greatly  developed,  and 
forms  a  consistent  outgrowth  of  considerable  dimensions.  The  CONDY- 
LOMA is  a  syphilitic  outgrowth  due  to  exaggeration  of  the  papillae,  with 
very  soft  epidermis.    These  occur  near  the  genital  organs  mostly. 

On  MUCOUS  MEMBRANES  papillomas  may  be  gathered  into  a  local 
tumour,  or  cover  a  considerable  surface,  giving  it  a  shaggy  villous 
appearance.  In  the  larynx  (Fig.  85)  they  often  form  localized  pro- 
nunent  tumours,  especially  on  the  vocal  cords.  They  are  not  uncommon 
m  the  rectum.  In  the  urinary  bladder  they  are  of  considerable 
importance  on  account  of  their  tendency  to  haemorrhage.  In  this  situa- 
tion they  may  form  distinct  tumours  with  long  branched  papilL^,  or 
there  may  be  a  large  surface  which  is  simply  villous  in  appearance. 
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The  papillffi  are  covered  with  dehcate  epithelium,  and  are  liable 
and  fre(|uent  haemorrhage. 


to  severe 


Pig.  SO  -Papilloma  of  larynx  :  c,  epithelium  ;  h,  connective  tissue  :  n  mucous 
glands  ;  r,  an  atrophied  gland,    x  20.    (Cornil  akd  Ranvier.)  '  ^' 

The  PACCHIONIAN  BODIES  of  the  encephalon  are  really  papillary 
formations,  and  Dr.  Cleland  has  described  large  tumours  of  this  region 
which  seemed  to  arise  by  extreme  hyperplasia  of  these  papillje. 


3.— TEEATOMA. 

This  name  has  been  applied  by  Virchow  to  tumours  in  which  a 
number  of  very  different  tissues  enter  into  the  structure.  The  name  is 
derived  from  re^as,  a  monster.  The  tumour  contains  various  struc- 
tures of  the  body  as  if  from  an  ill-arranged  foetus.  '  Thus  we  may  have 
in  such  tumours  skin,  bone,  muscle,  glands,  nervous  tissue. 

These  tumours  probably  arise  by  the  abnormal  inclusion  of  a  whole 
embryo  or  a  portion  of  one.  They  are  most  frequently  met  with  in 
positions  where  double  monsters  are  usually  attached  to  each  other, 
namely  in  the  sacral  region,  or  further  up  the  back,  and  the  head  and 
neck.  They  are  also  somewhat  frequent  in  the  ovary  where  they  may 
arise  by  a  kind  of  equivocal  generation,  the  germinal  vesicle  endeavour- 
ing to  develop  some  of  the  perfect  tissues  of  the  body. 
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Th,  HAORAL  TERATOMAS  and  thoso  of  the         and  neck  are  the 
!   t,l  nnir    They  frequently  contain  pieces  of  bone  which 
rrbones  of  the  fLus,  also  brain  substance  and  muscle.  Con- 
Xrit  h  t  the::  Liours  develop  so  frequently  in  the  ordinary  places 
^u  Zl  of  double  monsters,  they  may  safely  be  regarded  as  representmg 
t^in  pregnancies  in  which  one  of  the  fcetuses  has  gr-own  over  and 

included  the  other.  -  -u 

The  teratomas  of  internal  organs  do  not  usually  represent  such 

complete  systems  or  so  many  difierent  tissues 
as  the  sacral.  They  are  most  frequent  in 
the  ovaries,  but  also  occur  in  the  perito- 
neum, testes,  lungs,  and  so  on. 

In  these  situations  they  occur  in  the  form 
of  cysts,  approaching  in  structure  to  the 
DERMOID  CYSTS  of  the  skin  and  often 
grouped  along  with  them  as  dermoid  cysts, 
but  having  usually  a  more  complex  struc- 
ture. These  cysts,  and  especially  those  of 
the  ovary,  usually  present  at  some  part  of 
their  wall  a  structure  similar  to  that  of  the 
skin.  There  is  corium  with  epidermis,  and  ^ij- 
well  developed  hair  follicles  with  hairs  in 
them  (Fig.  86).    The  sebaceous  glands  are 

Fig  S6.— A  hair  foUicle  with  hair 

Often  specially  developed  so  that  a  portion  and 
of  the  wall  may  present  little  more  than 

open-mouthed  glands.  Then  there  is  frequently  bone  in  the  wall,  and 
in  the  bone  there  may  be  teeth.-  More  rarely  are  muscle  and  nervous 
tissue  represented. 

The  contents  of  these  cysts  vary  according  to  the  structure  of  the 
wall.  There  is  usually  a  great  accumulation  of  fat  secreted  by  the 
sebaceous  glands,  so  that  we  may  have  masses  like  lumps  of  butter. 
These  are  often  mixed  with  silky  hairs,  which  are  regularly  shed  from 
the  hair  follicles  just  like  the  normal  hairs  of  the  skin.  Then  there  are 
sometimes  teeth  mixed  with  the  other  contents,  these  being  shed  also 
at  inter^^als.  As  many  as  300  teeth  have  thus  been  found  free  in 
such  a  cyst. 
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C— CELLULAR  TUMOURS. 
1.— SAECOMA. 

Definition. — In  its  literal  meaning  this  term  simply  means  a  fleshy- 
tumour,  and  it  was  formerly  applied  in  a  very  indefinite  way.  In  the 
hands  of  Virchow,  however,  it  includes  a  group  of  tumours,  which, 
though  in  certain  respects  differing  in  structure,  yet  present  such 
features  in  common  that  they  form  a  consistent  class  hy  themsehes. 
The  sarcomas  may  be  defined  as  tumours  which  in  their  structure 
follow  the  type  of  one  or  other  of  the  connective  tissues,  but  difier 
in  respect  of  the  great  preponderance  of  the  cellular  elements,  and 
also  in  respect  that  the  cells  are  more  or  less  embryonic  in  their 
character. 

Structure  and  Classification. — The  structure  of  sarcomas  has 
been  somewhat  aptly  compared  to  that  of  inflammatory  new-forma- 
tions. We  have  already  seen  that  the  tendency  of  these,  as  exem- 
plified in  the  granulating  wound,  is  to  develop  into  connective  tissue. 
The  round  cells  pass  into  spindle-cells  and  then  the  connective  tissue 
develops  out  of  the  latter.  The  round  and  spindle  cells  may  thus 
be  regarded  as  the  preparatory,  or  in  a  certain  sense  embryonic 
stage  of  connective  tissue.  In  sarcomas  we  have  tumours  composed 
of  round  cells  and  tumours  composed  of  spindle  cells  without  any  ten- 
dency to  further  development,  as  if  the  embryonic  form  had  been 
stereotyped  for  the  whole  life  of  the  tumour.  Besides  these  forms 
sarcomas  sometimes  contain  giant-cells  (myeloplaques).  We  know  that 
cells  of  this  nature  occur  normally  in  groAving  bones  where,  as  Wegener 
and  Kolliker  have  shown,  they  exercise  an  important  function 
(osteoclasts)  and  they  are  not  unkno-wn  in  granulation-tissue,  even 
apart  from  bone.  They  also  are  to  be  regarded  as  connective-tissue 
structures,  and  as  belonging  to  a  developmental  stage  of  connective 
tissue. 

In  their  mode  of  growth  also  it  may  be  said  that  the  sarcomas 
resemble  inflammatory  new-formations.    They  very  often  form  tumours 
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of  considerable  size,  and  may  even  be  encapsuled,  as  if  the  tissue 
simply  increased  like  that  of  a  simple  tumour.  But  they  present  a 
peculiar  tendency,  which  has  been  already  mentioned,  to  incorporate 
neighbouring  structures.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  disposal  of  dead 
animal  tissue,  such  as  a  thrombus,  or  a  catgut  ligature,  the  inflammatory 
tissue  advances,  and,  as  it  were,  moulds  itself  in  the  first  place 
on  the  dead  structure,  copying  its  general  form.  So  an  advancing 
sarcoma  will  incorporate  the  living  tissues  and  mould  itself  on 
them,  repeating  their  rougher  anatomical  details  in  tissue  of  its  own 
kind. 

In  such  cases  it  sometimes  seems  as  if  the  sarcoma  in  advancing 
were  inducing  the  neighbouring  tissues  of  themselves  to  become 
sarcomatous  in  structure,  and  in  the  case  of  connective  tissue  which 
is  present  everywhere,  we  can  easily  suppose  that  by  proliferation 
of  its  cells  it  might  become  sarcomatous.  It  is  not  impossible 
that  this  actually  occurs,  but  it  is  more  probable  that  the  proper 
tissue  of  the  tumour  disposes  of  and  displaces  the  existing 
tissues. 

It  has  been  said  already  that  sarcomas  follow  in  their  type  the  vari- 
ous connective  tissues  of  the  body,  and  it  might  be  possible  to  divide 
them  according  as  one  or  other  form  is  the  type.    So  Virchow  indicates 
the  division  into  fibrosarcoma,  myxosarcoma,  gliosarcoma,  chondro- 
sarcoma, osteosarcoma,  melanosarcoma,  to  which  some  would  add, 
myosarcoma  and  neurosarcoma,  if  muscle  and  nerve  are  regarded  as  con- 
nective tissues,  and  lymphosarcoma  if  lymphatic  gland  tissue  be  taken 
as  belonging  to  this  grouj).    It  will  be  convenient  to  follow  a  different 
arrangement,  however,  and  we  shall  describe  sarcomas  according  to 
their  structure  apart  from  any  inferences  as  to  the  type  which  they 
follow.    It  is  to  be  added  that  the  structure  of  the  individual  tumour 
is,  as  a  rule,  remarkably  homogeneous.    We  often  find  cells  heaped  on 
cells  without  any  intersecting  bands  of  connectiA^e  tissue.    In  other 
tumours  the  blood-vessels  are  supported  and  the  tumour  intersected 
by  a  kind  of  stroma,  equivalent  to  the  interstitial  connective  tissue  of 
muscles,  glands,  etc.,  but  here  there  is  rarely  any  fully  developed 
connective  tissue,  and  the  blood-vessels  are  in  immediate  contact  with 
the  cells. 


Varieties.-- (1)  The  round-cell  sarcoma  (Fig.  87)  is  also  called  the 
granulation  sarcoma  and  the  encephaloid  sarcoma.  It  is  composed  of 
round  or  slightly  oval  cells  generally  about  the  size  of  white  blood  cor- 
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puscles  but  sometimes  much  larger.  It  is  an  exceedingly  soft  tumom-, 
often  half  diffluent,  and  has  usually  a  grey  medullary  appearance.  Its 

l>lood-vesscls  are  in  the  form 
mainly  of  large  capillaries  whose 
walls  are  embryonic  in  structure 
and  often  present  varicose  or  an- 
eurismal  dilatations.  The  ves- 
sels are  liable  to  rupture,  and  so 
these  tumours  often  present  in- 
terstitial haimoiThage.  Between 
the  cells  there  may  be  some  in- 
tercellular substance.  This  is 
sometimes  homogeneous  and  be- 
comes opaque  with  acetic  acid 
(myxosarcoma),  or  it  may  be 
somewhat  fibrous  or  reticulated. 


Fig.  87. — Section  of  a  round-celled  sarcoma  of  the 
brain.    A  tliin-walled  vein,  with  blood  corpuscles  in 
"     '  X  175. 


T^^^^^  form  of  sarcoma  is  met 
it,  divides  the  section,  x  175.  -^^^^^     t]^g  g]^j^  where  it  may  ori- 

ginate in  a  congenital  soft  wart  or  mole,  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  in  the 
bones — forming  the  majority  of  the  so-called  medullary  cancers — in  the 
muscles,  in  the  glands  especially  the  mamma  and  testicle,  in  the  brain 
and  elsewhere.  Being  a  soft  tumour  with  delicate  vessels  it  more  readily 
produces  secondary  tumours  by  metastasis  than  other  sarcomas.  It  is 
also  usually  a  tumour  of  rapid  growth  and  commonly  imperfectly  de- 
limited from  the  surrounding  tissue. 

(2)  The  spindle-cell  sarcoma  (Fig.  88)  is  also  called  the  fibro- 
sarcoma and  corresponds  with  Paget's  class  of  recurrent  fibroids,  and 


Fig.  SS.— Large  cells  from  a  spindle-celled  sarcoma,    x  300. 

Lebert's  group  of  fibro-plastic  tumours.  The  cells  are  spindle-shaped 
like  those  in  the  deeper  layers  of  a  granulating  wound,  and  there 
is  little  or  no  intercellular  substance,  the  tumour  being  composed 
of  masses  of  spindle  cells.     They  are  arranged  in  bundles  which  to 
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a  certain  extent  interlace  like  the  bundles  of  fibre-cells  in  the 
myoma.  There  are  great  varieties  in  the  size  of  the  cells,  some 
tumours  being  composed  of  very  small  cells,  and  these  are  usually 
soft,  while  at  the  opposite  extreme  are  cases  where  the  spindles  are 
gigantic.  AVhen  vioAved  in  mass  the  individual  spindles  may  not  be 
apparent,  but  they  are  usually  easily  isolated,  unlike  the  fibre-cells  of 
the  myoma.  These  tumours  are  usually  firmer  than  the  round-cell 
sarcomas  except  the  small-celled 
forms,  and  may  even  approach 
the  fibroma  in  hardness. 

The  spindle-cell  sarcoma  oc- 
curs frequently  in  the  perios- 
teum, and  in  that  case  is  firmly 
attached  to  the  bone.    It  is  also 

met  with  in  or  under  the  skin 

(see  Fig.  89),  in  muscles,  in  the 

testicle,  etc.     It  is  a  frequent 

tumour  in  the  mamma,  and  here 

it  not  infrequently  forms  the 

adenoid  sarcoma  and  the  cystic 

sarcoma,  the  latter  of  which 

deserves  more  particular  notice. 

In  the  CYSTIC  §arcoma  there   t,,^      v      r        ■  • 

1  .  ,     ,     ^  ^J^^p  89.— Large  fungatmg  spiiidle-ceUed  sarcoma  of 

IS,  along  With  the  proper  sarcom-  (virchow.) 

atous  tissue,  a  certain  amount  of  glandular  tissue  (see  Fig  90).  Insome  cases 


216 


CELLULAR  TUMOURS. 


the  gland  acini  dilate  and  the  sarcomatous  tissue  projects  into  the  cysts 
thus  formed.  In  this  way  the  cyst  which  has  now  solid  contents  is 
sometimes  enlarged  l)y  the  intracystic  growth.  The  ingrowing  tissue 
is  covered  Avith  epithelium  which  is  usually  more  or  less  colunmar 
When  these  sarcomas  recur  the  glandular  tissue  does  not  reappear^ 
but  there  is  often  an  appearance  of  the  sarcomatous  tissue  which 
suggests  an  arrangement  like  that  around  glandular  structures. 

The  spindle-cell  sarcoma  is  sometimes  a  distinctly  defined  tumour, 
but  often,  as  in  the  case  of  the  periosteal  form,  its  boundaries  are  not 
defined,  and  it  advances  by  incorporating  neighbouring  structures. 
Although  prone  to  return  after  removal,  it  has  less  tendency  than  the 
round-cell  form  to  give  rise  to  secondary  tumours  by  metastasis. 

(3)  Myeloid  or  giant-cell  sarcoma  (Fig. 
91)  is  a  tumour  in  which  the  giant-cell  is  char- 
acteristic, but  never  forms  the  only  sarcoma- 
tous element,  there  being  generally  spindle- 
cells  and  sometimes  round-cells  in  great  abun- 
dance.  The  giant-cells  are  in  greater  or  smaller 
^  number  in  proportion  to  the  others,  and  in  the 
S§^^^>itr^S^\  same  tumour  they  may  present  various  pro- 
portions in  difFerent  parts.  The  tumour  tis- 
sue is  soft  and  very  often  of  a  brown  colour. 
Cysts  not  infrequently  develop. 

The  myeloid  sarcoma  occurs  in  connection 
Fig.  91.  —  Giant-cell  sarcoma,  with  bono,  and  most  frequently  grows  from 

the  medulla.  This  is  especially  the  case  ynth 
the  long  bones,  where  the  tumours  originate  in  the  cancellated  tissue 
at  the  extremity — the  most  usual  situation  being  the  lower  end  of 
femur  or  upper  end  of  tibia.  As  the  tumour  grows  it  has  a  great 
power  of  destroying  the  bone  before  it,  so  that  by  and  by  it  eats  through 
the  external  layer,  and  may  thus  j)roduce  fracture  of  the  bone.  At  the 
same  time  there  is  commonly  new-formation  of  bone  so  that  a  new 
external  shell  is  formed  continuous  with  the  shaft,  and  internal  septa 
representing  a  coarse  cancellated  structure.  The  tumour  tissue  is  thus  fre- 
quently contained  in  bony  loculi,  and  after  maceration  the  shell  of  the 
tumour  looks  like  a  bulbous  expansion  of  the  end  of  the  bone  ^vjth  bony 
septa  internally.  Having  broken  through  the  external  layer  of  the  bone, 
the  tumour  may  proceed  into  the  muscular  and  other  tissues,  the  tumour 
tissue  being  repeated,  both  the  soft  myeloid  tissue  and  the  bony  septa. 
Myeloid  sarcoma  is  also  met  with  outside  bones,  gro-wing  from  the 
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periosteum,  especially  of  the  jaws.    Many  tumours,  to  which  the  name 
EPULIS  is  given,  are  myeloid  sarcomas.  _ 

(4)  The  OSTEOID  -sarcoma  is  a  tumour  which  deserves  special 
notice.  It  .is  the  form  which  Paget  has  very  skilfully  described  under 
the  name  of  osteoid  cancer.  The  disease  occurs  most  frequently  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  femur,  where  it  usually  develops  both  within  and  with- 
out the  shaft,  but  sometimes  outside  alone.  The  main  mass  is  composed 
of  bone  which  is  usually  very  dense,  but  on  the  surface  a  tissue  is  found 
out  of  which  the  bone  is  being  developed.  This  consists  of  dense  fibres 
which  are  very  abundantly  nucleated.  These  dense  fibres  are  really 
cells,  and  they  present  varieties  of  shape  often  tending  to  the  stellate 
form.  The  new  bone  is  developed  out  of  them,  and  is  usually  very 
irregular  in  structure,  the  bone  corpuscles  often  large  and  with  no 
proper  arrangement  as  in  normal  bone.  The  tumour,  as  it  advances, 
often  presents  nodules  slightly  removed  from  the  main  mass,  and  it  also 
forms  secondary  tumours  in  the  lungs  or  in  the  lymphatic  glands. 
These  repeat  the  ossifying  tissue. 

(5)  Melanoid  or  pigmented  sarcoma  always  originates  in  a 
situation  where  pigment  already  exists,  the  eye  or  skin.  The  cells  of 
which  it  is  composed  are  usually  spindle-shaped,  but  may  be  round,  and 
from  the  first  they  tend  to  the  aggregation  of  brown  or  black  pig- 
ment in  their  substance.  The  pigment  aggregates  first  around  the 
nucleus,  but  is  very  irregular  in  its  distribution.  In  a  melanotic 
tumour  there  may  be  bits  unpigmented,  and  even  in  the  pigmented 
parts  some  cells  are  free  from  pigment. 

The  melanotic  sarcomas  have  a  great  tendency  to  metastasis,  and  as 
the  material  is  conveyed  by  the  blood  there  are  pigmented  tumours 
formed  in  a  great  variety  of  organs  and  tissues  where  they  may  grow 
to  great  dimensions,  though  the  original  tumour  may  be  very  small. 

It  is  necessary  to  distingmsh  from  these  proper  melanotic  sarcomas 
those  which  become  pigmented  from  blood.  In  the  former  the  pigment 
is  brown  or  black  from  the  first,  being  obviously  elaborated  by  the  cells. 
In  the  latter  the  pigment  is  red  or  yellow,  and  the  pigmentation  may  be 
related  to  a  special  weakness  of  the  vessels  allowing  of  haemorrhage. 

(6)  Alveolar  sarcoma. — In  this  form  we  have  round  cells,  as  if 
packed  in  spaces  or  alveoli,  and  so  the  tissue  resembles  that  of  cancer. 
But  when  the  structure  is  carefully  examined,  two  distinct  differences 
can  be  distinguished.  The  connective-tissue  stroma  is  very  directly 
related  to  the  cells,  and  the  masses  of  round-cells  seem  to  be  de- 
veloping out  of  the  connective-tissue  stroma.    Between  the  cells  there 
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is  sometimes  a  delicate  reticulum,  but  this  may  be  absent,  and  the  tissue 
may  be  very  like  that  of  cancer. 

These  tumours  occur  in  connection  with  bone,  skin,  and  muscle. 

(7)  Plexiform  sarcoma  or  cylindroma  is  a  name  applied  to  a  form 
of  tumour  whose  relations  are  somewhat  obscure,  and  it  prol)ably  includes 
more  than  one  kind.  The  peculiarity  of  the  tumour  is  the  existence  of 
cylinders  and  rounded  structures  having  a  hyaline  character,  and  hke 
mucous  tissue.  In  the  centre  of  the  cylinder  there  is  often  a  blood- 
vessel, so  that  the  hyaline  material  clothes  it  like  a  mantle.  Then, 
between  the  cylinders  of  hyaline  material  there  are  frequently  masses  of 
cells  which  may  form  long  processes  so  as  to  give  a  close  resemblance  to 
cancer,  to  whose  cells  these  may  also  conform  in  general  appearance. 

The  origin  of  these  cyhnders  is  not  perfectly  clear.  In  some  cases  it 
may  be  that  we  have  a  combination  of  sarcoma  and  myxoma,  but  this 
does  not  account  for  the  peculiar  form  of  the  cylinders.  A  more  pro- 
bable explanation  is  that  the  cylinders  arise  by  hyaline  or  mucous 
degeneration  of  the  adventitia  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  this  is  confirmed 
by  the  fact  that  they  are  often  arranged  around  the  vessels.  If  this  be 
the  proj)er  view,  then,  in  the  tumour,  the  formation  of  blood-vessels  is 
an  important  element.  In  this  way  we  should  have  a  sarcoma  in  which 
a  peculiar  transformation  occurs  in  the  external  coats  of  the  vessels. 
It  is  in  this  view  that  the  name  plexiform  angiosarcoma  is  applied  to  this 
form  of  tumour. 

The  tumour  as  a  whole  is  often  of  a  gelatinous  appearance,  or  it  may 
be  that  the  gelatinous  material  is  seen  to  be  in  separate  spaces  through- 
out the  tumour.  It  occurs  in  the  orbit  and  its  neighbourhood,  or  the 
upper  and  lower  jaws  ;  it  may  form  part  of  the  constituents  of  tumours 
of  the  parotid,  and  it  is  also 'found  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes  and 
the  peritoneum,  where  it  may  grow  to  a  large  size. 

2.— CANCER  OE  CAECINOMA. 

We  enter  here  on  a  class  of  tumours  whose  boundaries,  when  re- 
garded from  a  clinical  point  of  view,  are  rather  undefined.  In  its 
more  general  use,  the  term  cancer  is  applied  to  any  form  of  malig- 
nant tumour,  altogether  irrespective  of  its  finer  structure,  and  in  this 
sense  would  include  most  sarcomas.  But  in  the  study  of  Pathology 
such  a  general  use  of  the  word  is  not  allowable  ;  the  structure  must  be 
taken  into  account,  and  it  will  be  found  that  clinical  facts  are  in  essen- 
tial accord  with  histological  and  anatomical  relations. 
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Definition. — As  the  sarcomas  are  tumours  whose  structure  follows 
the  tj'pe  of  the  connective  tissues,  cancers  may  be  defined  as  tumours 
whose  structure  follows  the  type  of  the  epithelial  tissues,  but  with  an 
excessive  production  of  cells. 

Structure. — It  is  well  known  that  eijithelial  structures  are  non- 
\  ascular,  and  in  order  to  the  nourishment  of  any  considerable  mass 
of  epithelium,  it  is  necessary  to  have  blood-vessels  supported  by  con- 
nective tissue.    This  forms  the  stroma  of  cancers,  and  so  it  is  always 
possible  to  distinguish  in  cancers  a  vascular  connective  tissue  basis, 
enclosing  and  supporting  masses  of  epithelial  cells.    This  stroma  may 
be  in  whole  or  j)art  the  remains  of  the  pre-existing  connective  tissue  of 
the  part,  generally  giving  evidence  of  the  existence  of  irritation  in  the 
presence  of  large  num- 
bers of  round-cells,  but 
very  often  it  is  as  much 
a  new-formation  as  the 
epithelium,  and  may 
occur  in  the  form  of  a 
delicate  network  with 
well  -  formed  meshes 
(see  Fig.  92). 

Where  a  cancer  pro- 
duces a  well-formed 
stroma  along  "with  the 
epithelial  masses,  it 
will  probably  grow 
more  readily  into  a 
distinct  tumour  than 
where  the  epithehal  masses  depend  for  their  nourishment  on  the 
existing  blood-vessels.  In  this  latter  case  the  cancer  will  commonly 
present  more  the  characters  of  an  infiltration  of  the  tissues  with 
epithelial  structures,  and  this  infiltration  may  be  associated  with  such 
irritation  as  to  lead  to  considerable  new-formation  of  connective 
tissue,  giving  sometimes  a  considerably  fibrous  character  to  the  struc- 
ture, as  in  scirrhous  cancer. 


Fig.  92.— Stroma  of  a  soft  cancer  of  the  mamma  after  the  cells 
had  been  washed  out.    x  82. 


An  important  question  arises  here  as  to  the  origin  of  the  epi- 
thelium, which  is  the  essential  constituent  of  a  carcimona.    One  view  is 
that  the  epithelium  in  some  cases  takes  origin  in  the  existing  epithelium 
and  m  others  develops  out  of  the  connective  tissue,  while  an  other 
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view  is  that  it  develops  in  all  cases  from  the  existing  epithelium.  We 
have  seen  in  the  study  of  inflammation  that,  as  a  precursor  of  the  foi-ma- 
tion  of  organized  tissue,  there  is  always  a  rudimentary  tissue,  of  which 
the  granulating  .wound  is  a  type.  Now  in  the  development  of  tumours 
in  general,  the  formation  of  such  rudimentary  tissue  precedes  the  forma- 
tion of  the  ripe  tissue,  or,  in  other  words,  cells  of  all  sorts,  Avhen  young, 
have  the  form  of  round  cells,  which,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  not 
distinguishable  from  one  another,  may  be  called  indifferent  oi- 
EMBRYONIC  CELLS.  In  the  case  of  cancers  it  is  supposed  by  some 
that  indifferent  cells  may  be  formed  from  connective  tissue,  just  as 
those  of  the  granulating  wound  are  presumed  to  be,  and  that  these  ma} 
afterwards  develop  into  the  epitheUum  of  the  cancerous  tumour. 

In  the  case  of  inflammation  we  saw  no  reason  to  beheve  that  epi- 
thelium is  developed  out  of  connective  tissue.  When  epithehum  form-^ 
on  the  surface  of  a  granulating  wound,  it  is  always  in  direct  continuit\ 
with  the  existing  epithehum.  In  the  case  of  cancers  there  are  certain 
facts  which  seem  to  indicate  that  here  also  epithelium  can  only  develop 
from  pre-existing  epithelium,  or  in  other  words,  that  when  the  difFeren 
tiation  of  the  tissues  is  completed,  there  is  no  recurrence  to  the  embry 
onic  form  in  which  cells  are  indifferent  and  have  the  power  of  develop- 
ing this  or  that  tissue  according  to  circumstances. 

The  first  fact  of  importance  in  this  regard  is,  that  in  some  cancer- 
we  have  the  strongest  indications  that  the  epithelium  of  the  cancer  i 
actually  developing  from  the  existing  epithelium.     A  section  of  ai 
epithelioma  of  the  skin  shows  this  almost  always  if  the  growing  margm  i 
parts  be  examined  (see  Fig.  93).    In  the  skin  the  epidermis  forms  . 
continuous  layer  on  the  surface,  and  the  rete  Malpighii,  or  deep  layer, 
besides  covering  the  papillae  also  lies  between  them,  forming  what  ma}- 
be  called  interpapillary  projections.    At  the  margin  of  an  epithehom: 
of  the  lip,  we  see  an  elongation  of  these  interpapillary  processes,  an-; 
on  passing  more  and  more  towards  the  tumour  these  processes  pass  deeper 
and  deeper  into  the  subjacent  skin,  forming  penetrating  cylinders. 

Again  in  some  cases  of  cancer  of  the  kidney  it  can  be  seen  that  the 
tumour  is  arising  as  if  by  transformation  of  the  kidney  tissue.  The 
primary  cancer  of  the  kidney  is  not  a  tumour  added  on  to  the  kidney, 
but  it  is  generally  a  portion  of,  or  sometimes  the  whole  kidney,  which  has 
undergone  an  enormous  enlargement  while  keeping  its  general  shape  ; 
it  is  in  fact  the  kidney  or  portion  of  kidney  transformed.  And  when 
we  examine  the  marginal  parts  of  such  a  tumour  we  find  the  epithelium 
of  the  uriniferous  tubules  in  an  active  state  of  germination,  the 
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tubules  getting  distended  with  new-formed  epithelium.  The  epithel- 
ium also  is  altering  its  shape  in  various  ways,  getting  sometimes 


Fig.  fS. — From  the  growing  margin  of  an  epithelioma  of  the  skin.    The  interpapillary  pro- 
cesses of  epidermis  penetrating  inwards,    a,  a  small  laminated  capsiUe.    x  100. 

elongated  and  tailed  (see  Fig.  94).  In  fact  the  tumour  is  forming  by 
proliferation  of  the  epithelium,  the  stroma  of  the  kidney  forming  the 
stroma  of  the  tumour. 


Fig  04.— From  a  cancer  of  the  kidney.    A  tubule  is  represented  in  which  the 
epithelium  is  undergoing  alterations  in  shape,    x  300. 

Another  fact  of  consequence  in  this  matter  is,  that  primary  cancers 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  occur  in  situations  where  epithelium  exists. 
There  are  some  apparent  exceptions  to  this,  as  where  a  cancer  has  been 
found  growing  into  bone,  but  these  are  of  the  rarest  occurrence,  and 
even  they  can  be  explained  by  supposing  that  there  has  been  a  connec- 
tion with  the  surface  which  was  undiscovered.  It  is  not  impossible  also 
that  some  of  these  rare  cases  may  be  rcferrible  to  a  foetal  inclusion  of  a 
bit  of  embryonic  epithelium. 
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It  is  here  to  bo  remarked  that  in  a  growing  cancer  there  is  often 
great  irritation  of  the  connective  tissue,  so  that,  say  in  a  case  of  epitheli- 
oma of  the  lip,  the  ingroAving  processes  are,  at  their  deeper  extvemitieg 


Fig.  95. — From  au  epithelioma  of  the  skin.  Cylinders  of  epithelium  penetrating 
deeply  and  causing  great  irritation,  as  shown  by  the  presence  of  abundant  round 
cells.    X  200. 


buried  in  a  mass  of  inflammatory  round-cells  (Fig.  95).  This  msLj 
obscure  the  exact  new-formation  of  the  epithelium,  but  the  fact  that  the 
new  epithelium  is  always  in  connection  with  the  old  is  of  sufficient 
significance. 

The  growth  of  cancers  happens  in  various  ways.  We  have  already 
seen  that  in  some  cases  there  is  a  transformation  of  existing  tissues 
and  in  others  a  penetration  of  the  epithelium  into  surrounding  struc- 
tures. These  modes  are  very  common  in  primary  cancers,  and  so  we 
speak  of  CANCEROUS  infiltration  very  frequently.  In  some  cases 
there  is  a  distinct  tumour,  but  even  then  at  the  marginal  parts 
there  is  an  infiltration  of  surrounding  tissues,  and  the-  tumour  is  ill- 
defined.  It  is  noteworthy  that  secondary  tumours  are  frequeutlj",  or 
indeed  commonly  much  larger  and  more  independent  in  their  growth 
than  the  primary  ones. 

Cancers  show  peculiar  RELATIONS  to  the  lymphatics.    For  one 
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thino-  the  alveoli  or  spaces  containing  the  epithelial  masses  seem  to  be 
in  chrect  communication  Avith  the  lymphatics.  If  a  cancerous  tumour, 
before  being  opened,  be  punctured  with  the  needle  of  a  hypodermic  syringe 
and  a  watery  solution  of  Prussian  blue,  properly  prepared,  be  injected, 
the  material  first  runs  into  the  alveoli  around  the  puncture,  mapping 
out  a  series  of  cavities  as  it  were,  and  then  passes  on  into  the  lymphat- 
ics issuing  by  their  extremities  divided  during  the  removal  of  the 
tumour.  Besides,  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  Koster  that  in  sending 
their  processes  into  surrounding  parts  the  lymphatic  spaces  are  often 
taken  advantage  of  and  are  largely  occupied.  From  these  two  circum- 
stances we  can  understand  how  cancers  so  frequently  present  secondary 
tumours  in  lymphatic  glands. 

The  secondary  tumours  in  the  lymphatic  glands  reproduce  the 
original  tumour,  but  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  Cornil  and  Eanvier  that 
at  the  first  there  is  frequently  a  simple  fibrous  transformation  of  the 
o-land  as  if  the  stroma  was  being  formed  in  advance  of  the  epithelium. 

It  is  further  to  be  remarked  that  cancers  are  liable  to  SECONDARY 
CHANGES.  The  epithelium  readily  dies  or  undergoes  fatty  degeneration 
(Fig.  96),  and  the  result  may  be  either 
that  the  stroma  becomes  predominant 
from  the  absorption  of  the  fat,  or  that 
the  whole  tissue  softens  and  an  ulcer 
forms.  In  fact,  when  a  cancer  is  super- 
ficial it  very  commonly  undergoes  ul- 
ceration. Sometimes,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  is  from  the  first  a  peculiar 
predominance  of  the  stroma.  The 
epithelial  cells  of  cancers  may  undergo 

Ti   .  T        ,  1      .        ,         Fig.  96. — Cells  from  a  cancer,  sliowino;  fatty 

mucous  or  colloid  metamorphosis,  etc.  degeneration.    X  350. 

Having  entered  so  fully  into  general  considerations  as  to  cancers,  we 
may  be  correspondingly  brief  in  regard  to  the  individual  forms. 

(1)  Epithelial  cancer  or  epithelioma. — According  to  the  descrip- 
tion we  have  given  of  cancers,  it  might  appear  that  all  cancers  are 
epithehal,  but  by  custom  the  name  has  come  to  be  used  to  designate 
tumours  of  the  skin  and  mucous  membranes,  whose  tissue  reproduces  in 
its  characters  to  a  large  extent  the  surface  epithelium  of  these  regions. 
As  there  are  two  principal  forms  of  epithelium,  the  flat  and  the  cylin- 
drical, so  the  epitheliomas  may  be  divided  into  two  forms,  the  flat-celled 
and  the  cylinder-celled. 
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The  FLAT-CELLED  EPITHELIOMA  occurs  in  situations  where  there  ig 
normally  a  flat  epithelium,  namely  the  skin,  mouth,  pharynx,  esopha- 
gus, larynx,  vagina,  and  urinary  bladder.  Here  there  is  an  excessive 
growth  of  pavement  epithelium,  generally  in  the  form,  as  we  have  seen, 
of  more  or  less  cylindrical  processes. 


Pig.  9".— Flat-celled  epithelioma :  a,  isolated  cells  ;  6,  a  cylinder  witli  many  laminated  capsules; 
c,  a  laminated  capsule  opened  out  so  as  to  show  the  cells  composing  it.  (Billuoth.) 


In  some  of  the  cases  the  epithelial  processes  tend  to  penetrate  into 
the  underlying  structures  so  as  to  produce  a  more  or  less  diffused  infil- 
tration and  thickening  of  the  part.  In  other  cases  the  extension  is 
more  along  the  surface  so  as  to  form  raised,  very  often  circular  tumours. 
The  common  epithelioma  of  the  lip  is  a  good  example  of  the  infiltrating 
form  ;  the  epithelioma  of  the  skin  elsewhere  is  usually  of  the  extended 
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flat  form.  The  cylindrical  processes  of  epithelium,  as  they  grow,  exer- 
cise pressure  Avhich,  acting  on  their  own  cells,  produces  closely-compacted 
epidermic  globes  in  the  midst  of  them  (see  Fig.  97).  These  form  very 
commonly  a  characteristic  feature  in  epitheliomas,  and  are  variously 
designated  epidermic  globes,  laminated  capsules,  etc. 

Along  with  the  production  of  epithelial  processes  penetrating  in- 
wards, there  is  very  commonly  the  formation  of  papillse  on  the  surface, 
and  sometimes  this  is  so  marked  as  to  give  the  surface  a  warty  appear- 
ance. This  is  often  seen  in  the  flat  extended  epitheliomas  of  the 
scrotum  and  other  j^arts  of  the  skin.  It  is  also  very  pronounced 
sometimes  in  the  vagino-uterine  epitheliomas,  giving  rise  to  the  cauli- 
flower appearance.  In  the  urinary  bladder  there  is  very  frequently 
such  a  marked  production  of  elongated  villi  that  the  surface  is  quite 
shaggy,  while  the  mucous  membrane  presents  infiltration  with  the 
epithehal  processes.  So  much  is  this  the  case  that  the  name  villous 
CANCER  is  often  given  to  this  form.  Like  the  papilloma  of  the  bladder, 
this  tumour  has  a  marked  tendency  to  haemorrhage. 

The  flat-celled  epitheliomas  are  usually  of  slow  growth,  and  are  the 
least  malignant  of  the  cancers.  They  mostly  have  a  tendency  to  ulcer- 
ate on  the  surface,  especially  the  infiltrating  ones. 


Fig.  98.— From  a  cylinder-celled  epithelioma  of  the  rectum. 


Cylinder-celled  epithelioma.— This  is  a  tumour  of  parts  where 
cyhndrical  epithelium  normally  covers  the  surface,  hence  chiefly  in  the 
stomach  and  intestine,  and  more  rarely  in  the  uterus. 
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The  tumour  takes  origin  in  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the  tissue 
has  a  glandular  appearance,  forming  a  congeries  of  tubes  and  cavities 
lined  M'ith  cylindrical  epithelium  (see  Fig.  98).  Sometimes  the  glandular 
appearance  is  strictly  preserved,  but  frequently  the  spaces  enlarge,  and 
as  the  epithelial  cells  accumulate  they  lose  their  cylindrical  form,  al- 
though the  outer  layer  of  cells  next  the  stroma  may  still  preserve  their 
shape  (see  figure).  The  glandular  elements  are  contained  in  a  well- 
formed  stroma,  which  is  new-formed  as  well  as  the  epithelial  elements. 

In  growing  the  tumour  infiltrates  neighbouring  parts,  insinuating 
itself  among  the  muscular  trabeculai  very  often,  and  extending  further. 
It  may  form  a  considerable  tumour,  projecting  from  the  surface,  and  is 
frequently  ulcerated,  as  it  occurs  mostly  in  situations  where  it  is  ex- 
posed to  friction. 

From  the  strikingly  glandular  character  of  these  tumours,  many 
of  them  are  included  by  some  writers  among  the  adenomas. 

(2)  Ordinary  cancer  or  carcinoma  is  divided  into  several  forms  • 
in  a  somewhat  arbitrary  way.  There  are  soft  cancers  and  hard  cancers ; ; 
there  are  pigmented  and  colloid  cancers,  and  even  mucoid. 

The  ordinary  cancers  consist  of  epithehal  masses  contained  in  meshes, 
but  the  epithelium  does  not  conform  to  that  of  the  surface  of  the  skin  or 
mucous  membranes,  and  is  often  characterized  by  great  irregularity  in  form 
and  size.  It  presents  also  little  tendency  to  assume  a  glandular  arrange- 
ment,  and  altogether  shows  less  conformity  with  normal  structures  than 
that  of  the  epitheliomas. 

Soft  cancers  or  medullary  cancers  are  characterized  by  the' 
existence  of  a  very  dehcate  stroma  in  which  are  abundant  cells,  usually 
of  small  size,  and  loosely  packed  in  the  alveoh  with  a  good  deal  of  fluid. 
They  occur  chiefly  on  mucous  membranes,  in  the  ovaries,  testicles, 
kidneys,  less  commonly  in  the  mamma.  Being  soft,  they  tend  to  bleed, 
and  if  originating  on  a  surface  or  coming  to  it  in  their  growth,  they 
may  undergo  ulceration.  Sometimes  the  softened,  ulcerating,  bleeding 
tissue  projects  in  a  very  striking  manner  from  a  surface,  forming  the 
FUNGUS  HyEMATODES. 

The  cut  surface  of  such  tumours  is  grey  in  colour,  and  a  somewhat 
fluid  juice  can  be  scraped  from  it.  In  this  juice  Avill  be  found  cells  and 
free  nuclei,  the  latter  large  and  mainly  oval  in  shape.  Many  of  the  cells 
contain  fat  granules,  and  there  may  be  some  in  an  advanced  state 
of  fatty  degeneration. 

Cancers  of  this  kind  may  grow  to  a  considerable  size,  as  those  of  the 
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sm.        ^rnv-iT-  r<im"(l  <rrowtli.    Tliev  are,  as  a  nile, 

nwov  nnd  lead  to  metastasis. 

Hu"DctNCKR  or  SCRRHUS  occurs  most  commonly  rn  the  mamma, 
but  *o  in  the  stomach,  the  testicles,  ovary,  and  kidney.  It  .s  charac- 
teiled  by  the  preponderance  oi  connective  tissue  as  compared  w,th  the 

''''Thft*rs'Tthis  kind  have  usually  a  very  infiltrating  character, 
the  epithelial  processes  penetrating  among  the  surrounding  structures. 


Fig.  99.— From  a  sciirhus  of  mamma,  recent  part  showing  stroma  and  epithelial  cells,    x  350. 

and.  it  looks  as  if  these  processes,  by  their  irritation,  produced  an  exces- 
sive amount  of  connective  tissue.  This  view  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that 
the  connective  tissue  is  not  usually  in  the  form  of  a  well-developed 
stroma  as  if  planned  to  support  the  epithelial  structures,  but  is  irregular 
and  even  impinges  on  and  destroys  the  cells.    The  cells  readily  undergo 
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fatty  degeneration,  and  sometimes  they  to  a  large  extent  entirely  dis- 
integrate, the  stroma  assuming  the  upper  hand.  It  therefore  happens 
that  dilferont  parts  of  such  tumours  have  often  very  different  structures. 
The  more  recent  parts  will  show  well-marked  epithelial  masses  with 
stroma  (Fig.  99),  while  in  the  older  parts  the  cells  have  almost  disap- 
peared, and  there  is  nothing  biit  dense  connective  tissue. 

As  the  scirrhus  occurs  more  as  an  infiltration  than  a  distinct  tumour, 
the  hardening  and  contraction  of  the  connective  tissue  causes  the  organ, 
in  which  it  grows  to  be  sometimes  contracted  rather  than  enlarged  It 
is  frequently  so  in  scirrhus  of  the  mamma  and  of  the  stomach,  its  two 

most  frequent  seats.  On  cut- 
ting into  the  organ  the  tissue 
is  felt  to  be  dense  and  elastic. 
The  cut  surface  is  greyish  and 
transiDarent,  with  opaque  yel- 
low markings  indicating  the 
existence  of  fatty  degenera- 
tion in  the  cells.  The  juice 
to  be  obtained  from  the  cut 
surface  is  scarce,  and  under 

Fig.  100.-  CeU.s  from  a  cancer  of  the  mamma.  Most  of  the  micrOSCOpe  it  is  Seen  tO 
them  contain  several  nuclei,  and  some  daughter  cells.  ,  ^ 

X  200.  contain  cells,  often  of  large 

size,  and  free  nuclei  (see  Fig.  ,100).  The  cells  vary  greatly  in  size  and 
shape,  and  they  often  contain  two  nuclei,  or  even  a  fully  formed  cell 
inside  (mother  and  daughter  cells). 

These  cancers  are  less  malignant  than  the  soft  cancers,  but  they  pro- 
duce somewhat  readily  secondary  tumours  in  lymphatic  glands. 


Between  the  hard  and  soft  cancers  there  are  cases  presenting  all 
shades  of  gradation ;  so  that  it  might  be  possible  to  form  a  group  of 
simple  or  normal  cancers.  These  have  mostly  a  well-developed  stroma 
with  moderately  sized  cells  which  lie  in  the  stroma  in  considerable 
spaces.  The  mamma  presents  these  varieties,  and  they  will  be  consid- 
ered in  the  section  devoted  to  the  diseases  of  that  organ. 

Colloid  or  alveolar  cancer  is  a  tumour  characterized  by  the 
occurrence  of  colloid  degeneration  of  epithehal  cells.  It  is  met  with- 
chiefly  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  in  the  mamma,  more  rarely 
elsewhere. 

There  is  here  a  definite  new-formation  both  of  stroma  and  epithelial 
masses,  and  the  stroma  is  often  produced  in  the  most  beautiful  and 
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characteristic  forms  (see  Fig.  101).  As  if  it  were  in  the  plan  of  the 
growth,  the  cells  regularly  undergo  colloid  degeneration  (Fig.  102),  and 


Fig.  101.— Colloid  cancer.  A  finely  reticulated  stroma  is  seen  with  meshes  full  of  colloid 
material,  the  cells  having  disappeared,    x  90. 

finally  the  masses  of   cells  become 
converted  into  masses  of  colloid  mate- 
rial which  fill  the  spaces.    In  the  bulk 
of  the  tumour  therefore  there  may  be 
nothing  visible  beyond  the  regularly 
formed  stroma  whose  spaces  are  filled 
with  clear  transparent  material.   Occa-  ^ 
sionally  there  may  be  in  the  centres  of 
the  alveoli  some  remains  of  the  cells  cn 
visible,  while  the  peripheral  cells  are  ^? 
already  completely  converted. 

To  the  naked  eye  such  tumours  have 
a  markedly  gelatinous  ap^Dearance, 
and  as  the  fibrous  stroma  may  in  its 
coarser  meshes  be  visible  without  the 
microscope,  it  may,  even  to  the  naked 
eye,  look  as  if  there  were  nothing  but 

ol-ir/arxli"  -fin^,!  ,  •iT_       1  J.-  ,     •  T      Fig.  102.— Colloid  cancer,  m,  n,  stromaiii 

d,lveoil  niiecl  with  gelatinous  material    whose  meshes  are  cells  undergoing  colloid 

hence  the  name  alveolar  cancer.    The  ^^oo.  (CobnilanuRanvier.) 

tissue  is  frequently  dense  and  hard  to  the  feel.  This  arises  apparently 
from  the  fact  that  the  alveoli  are  tensely  packed  with  the  colloid  mate- 
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rial,  and,  the  fi})res  heing  on  the  stretch,  a  dense  resistance  is  offered, 
just  as  a  tightly  blown  up  bladder  is  hard. 

These  tumours  mostly  occur  as  infiltrations,  frequently  penetrating 
among  the  constituents  of  the  tissues  (Fig.  103),  and  although  they  very 


Fig.  103. — Colloid  cancer  in  wall  of  stomach,  penetrating  among,  and  separating,  the  mus- 
cular bundles,    x  90. 


often  extend  widely  by  continuity  (as  in  the  stomach),  they  show  little 
tendency  to  metastasis ;  even  when  they  attack  the  lymphatic  glands 
secondarily  they  do  not  usually  produce  large  tumours. 

Melanotic  cancer  is  a  rare  form  of  tumour  compared  with  the 
melanotic  sarcoma.  It  occurs  primarily  in  similar  situations,  namely  the- 
skin  and  eyeball.  It  is  really  a  soft  cancer  in  which  pigment  is  present 
in  the  cells  and  also  sometimes  in  the  stroma.  It  is  usually  a  ver)- 
malignant  tumour,  jDroducing  secondary  growths  by  metastasis. 

Mucous  CANCER  includes  tumours  in  which  the  stroma  of  the 
cancer  assumes  the  characters  of  mucous  tissue.  The  cells  of  the 
cancer  may  undergo  a  similar  degeneration.  The  tumour  as  a  whole 
is  very  gelatinous  in  appearance,  and  resembles  the  colloid  cancer. 
These  tumours  are  of  rare  occurrence,  being  met  with  in  similar  situa- 
tions to  colloid  cancer,  but  attaining  the  highest  develoimient  in  the 
ovary. 


THE  LYMPHATIC  GROWTH  OR  LYMPHOMA. 
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3.-THE  LYMPHATIC  GROWTH  OR  LYMPHOMA. 

We  have  alrecady  seen  that  in  leuK/EMIA  there  is  sometimes  an 
enlargenient  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  that  secondary  tumours 
occasionally  occur  in  the  liver,  kidneys,  and  elsewhere.  We  also  saw 
that  in  Hodgkin's  disease,  or  adenia,  there  is  an  enlargement  of  the 
glands  and  other  changes  like  those  in  leukaemia,  without  the  peculiar 
condition  of  the  blood  which  is  the  criterion  of  leukaemia. 

In  TYPHOID  FEVER  we  have  an  enlargement  of  the  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  mesentery,  and  sometimes  secondary  lymphatic  growths  occur  in 
the  liver  and  kidney  similar  to  those  in  leukaemia. 

The  names  lymphadenoma  and  lymphosarcoma  are  given  to 
tumours  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider 
them  more  in  detail.  The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  mediastinum,  for 
instance,  sometimes  undergo  great  enlargement,  and  get  compacted  into 
a  bulky  mass  having  the  characters  of  a  tumour,  and  to  this  condition 
the  name  of  LYMPHADENOMA  has  been  given.  The  glands,  although 
greatly  enlarged  and  adherent  by  their  capsules,  are  still  individually 
distinct,  as  may  be  seen  on  section.  The  enlargement  may  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  glands  of  the  neck,  or  it  may  originate  there  and  pass 
downwards.  The  neck  may  be  enormously  enlarged  and  rendered 
somewhat  rigid.  These  tumours  are  of  slow  growth,  do  not  shoAv  any 
malignant  tendencies,  and  are  even  amenable  to  treatment. 

But  in  the  mediastinum  tumours  are  not  infrequent  which  consist  of 
more  than  a  simple  enlargement  of  the  glands.  The  glands  do  not 
remain  distinct,  and  the  new-formation  as  it  were  passes  through  the 
capsule,  and  the  whole  mass  becomes  one,  the  individual  glands  being 
no  longer  distinguishable  even  on  section.  The  new  growth  also  tends 
to  incorporate  neighbouring  structures.  It  will  envelop  a  bronchus, 
and  gradually  work  through  its  wall  replacing  its  tissue  with  its  own. 
It  will  incorporate  the  parietal  pericardium,  and  afterwards  pass  on  to 
!  he  visceral  layer,  and  rej)lace  even  the  wall  of  the  heart  by  its  tissue.  It 
^v'ill  surround  a  vein  and  work  its  wall  up,  gradually  penetrating  to  its 
interior.  Before  this,  thrombosis  may  have  occurred,  and  the  clot 
i.s  worked  up  or  replaced  by  the  tumour  tissue.  Such  tumours 
are  fitly  designated  lympho-SARCOMAS,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
1  lossess  a  high  degree  of  malignancy.  They  occur  also  in  the  mesentery, 
:ind  may  extend  to  the  wall  of  the  intestine,  replacing  its  tube  by 
lymj)hoid  tissue,  and  forming  a  bulky  tumour  through  which  the  caHbre 
')f  the  gut  is  maintained.  They  also  sometimes  develop  secondary 
t  umours  by  metastasis. 


PARASITES. 


TTNDER  this  designation  we  include  all  forms  of  living  creatures, 
^  whether  vegetable  or  animal,  which  exist  in  or  on  the  human  body, 
and  provide  themselves  with  nourishment  from  the  body  or  its  juices.  The 
parasites  are  beings  of  the  most  widely  different  kinds,  and  their  relations 
to  morbid  processes  in  the  body  also  differ  greatly.  In  the  description 
of  parasites  we  shall  begin  with  the  lowest  forms,  these  being  the  forms 
also  around  which  most  interest  at  the  present  moment  centres. 

A.— VEGETABLE  PAEASITES. 
MICEO-OEGANISMS  OR  BACTERIA. 

If  a  fluid  containing  organic  material,  such  as  blood  serum  or  infusion 
of  flesh,  be  exposed  to  the  air,  it  soon  becomes  putrid,  and  everyone 
knows  that  in  such  putrid  fluid  minute  forms  of  organized  beings  are 
to  be  found.  All  of  these,  however,  are  of  very  minute  size,  so  that 
they  may  be  classed  as  micro-organisms.  To  the  entire  series  of 
such  minute  organisms,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  the  name 
bacteria  is  often  applied  in  a  general  sense,  although  various  forms 
of  such  bacteria  are  distinguishable.  With  this  simple,  every-day 
occurrence  are  connected  questions  of  the  highest  importance  and  the 
greatest  difficulty  :  Whence  come  these  bacteria  1  What  is  their 
relation  to  the  decomposition  of  the  fluid  ?  and  many  others  of  great 
importance. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  questions,  and  one  of  the 
easiest  to  answer,  is  that  Avhich  we  have  given  first :— Whence 
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COME  THE  BACTERIA  ?    To  answer  this,  a  very  simjile  experiment  is 
alone  necessary.    Let  a  boiled  potato  be  cut  in  two,  and  one  half  ex- 
posed with  the  cut  surface  uppermost  in  an  inhabited  room,  while  the 
other  is  kept  under  a  bell-jar.    After  the  exposure  put  the  first  half 
along  with  the  other  under  the  jar,  and  observe  the  condition  of  matters 
for  the  next  few  days.    In  the  one  which  had  been  exposed,  a  number 
of  little  spots  will  appear  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  these  will 
increase  in  area  in  a  more  or  less  circular  manner.    These  little  spots 
will  very  likely  present  considerable  diflFerences  in  appearance,  some 
yellowish,  others  whitish  or  pinkish  in  tint,  and  they  have  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  plants  growing  on  the  nutritious  material  supplied  by  the 
potato.    It  needs  only  the  most  superficial  microscopic  investigation  to 
prove  that  some  of  these  spots  are  due  to  the  growth  of  fungi,  while 
others  are  the  seat  of  myriads  of  bacteria,  which  are  obviously  multiply- 
ing at  an  extraordinary  rate.    It  is  no  less  obvious  that  these  micro- 
organisms have  arisen  from  something  which  has  fallen  on  the  potato 
from  the  air.    The  substance  which  has  fallen  from  the  air  may  be 
spores  of  the  organism  or  simply  the  organisms  themselves  in  a 
dried  state,  but  we  are  warranted  in  inferring  that  the  one  or  the 
other  is  floating  in  the  air,  and  that  the  dust,  which  we  know  from  other 
sources  to  be  composed  largely  of  organic  matter,  contains  the  germs  of 
numerous  living  micro-organisms.    It  is  only  those  which  will  grow  on 
potato  that  ^vill  be  rendered  visible  by  their  growth  in  the  way  men- 
tioned.   If  different  kinds  of  material  suited  to  their  growth  be  used, 
more  varieties  may  be  obtained. 

By  thus  exposing  a  proper  soil  to  the  air  we  may  obtain  a  garden 
with  several  different  plants  in  it.  These  plants  we  may  propagate 
as  much  as  we  desire.  We  have  only  to  transplant  them  with  a  needle 
or  a  knife,  which  has  been  recently  heated  in  the  flame  of  a  lamp 
in  order  to  destroy  any  organisms  that  may  be  adherent  to  it,  and  we 
obtam  pure  cultivations  of  the  various  plants.  By  inoculating  several 
media  we  may  find  out  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the  different  organisms 
bome  will  grow  on  potatoes,  some  need  an  animal  diet,  and  for  some  a 
specially  prepared  soil  is  necessary.  In  this  way  we  may  cultivate  the 
organisms  through  successive  generations  and  in  different  media,  and 
they  retam  their  characteristics  in  every  case. 

ThX'  ""^"^  ^^^'^^  CHARACTERS  OF 

Of  very  mmute  size,  being  scarcely  visible  with  an  ordinary  low  power 
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of  the  microscope.  It  is  their  e.Ktraordiiiary  iiumher  that  renders 
them  at  all  readily  appreciable  even  with  the  microscope,  and,  it  may 
be  added,  it  is  their  extraordinary  number  that  makes  their  existence 
of  such  importance.  The  extreme  minuteness  of  the  individual  bacteria 
renders  the  classification  of  them  very  difficult.  In  the  aggregate,  Avheii 
cultivated,  say  on  the  surface  of  the  potato,  they  often  show  much 
more  distinctive  characters  than  when  examined  under  the  microscope. 
From  this  it  will  be  understood  how  it  is  that  considerable  divergence 
exists  in  the  nomenclature  pf  the  bacteria,  and  differences  of  opinion  as 
to  their  specific  relations. 

Bacteria  may  be  defined  as  minute  plants  of  globular  or  oblong  shape 
which  increase  by  transverse  fission.  The  whole  group  of  bacteria  i.s 
included  in  the  family  schizomycet.e.  Individually  they  are  for  the 
most  part  only  slightly  coloured,  although  in  the  aggregate  the)^  fre- 
quently show  some  shade  of  colour,  by  which  indeed  they  may  be 
recognized.  They  present,  like  the  cells  of  plants  which  possess  a 
cellulose  membrane,  a  remarkable  resistance  to  the  action  of  caustic 
alkalies  and  acids,  although  it  seems  that  their  wall  is  not  actually- 
composed  of  cellulose. 

According  to  Cohn's  classification  there  are  four  forms  of  bacteria, 
namely,  the  spherical  or  globular,  the  small  rod-shaped,  the  larger  rod- 
shaped  or  thread-like,  and  the  spiral.    The  first  two  are  closely  related, 


Fio-.  104.— Swarms  of  bacteria  growing  in  a  nutritive  material,    x  90. 


and  we  may  even  class  them  together  as  Klebs  and  Billroth  do. 
In  that  case  the  globular  bacteria  and  those  which  form  short-beaded 
rods,  as  if  from  the  imperfect  separation  of  the  globular  cells,  form 
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one  class,  and  the  more  definitely  rod-shaped  or  thread-like  form 
another.  The  first  class  may  be  called  COCCO-BACTERIA  and  the  other 
r.ACiLLi.  There  remains  the  third  class  of  SPIRILLA  whose  relations  are 
l  uther  obscure. 

The  COCCO-BACTERIA  are  very  minute  organisms,  but  they  present 
the  peculiarity  that  they  have  a  great  tendency  to  occur  in  great 
multitudes  oi"  swarms  together.  These  swarms  are  united  by  a  kind  of 
v  iscous  material  apparently  secreted  by  the  bacteria.  Aggregated 
hus  in  swarms  they  ajjpear  under  the  micr,osco23e  as  opaque  cloudy 
masses  such  as  those  represented  in  Fig.  104.  These  are  variously 
named  colonies  or  zoogloea.  \^Tien  thus  aggregated  together  it 
is  difficult  to  make  out  whether  the  bacteria  are  really  globular  or 
formed  of  fine  rods.  But  if  the  colonies  be  flattened  out,  or  if  the 
edge  be  carefully  observed  where  they  are  less  thickly  set,  we  may 
find  out  their  actual  structure ;  they  are 
probably  most  frequently  formed  of  globu- 
lar bacteria.  The  colonies  often  aj)pear  on 
the  surface  of  decomjjosing  fluids,  forming 
the  membranous-looking  scum  which  we 

see  so  often  in  such  situations.  It  should  Fig.  105.— Two  pus  corpuscles  con- 
1  ,.        1  ,T     ,  .1  1111,.     tainiug  bacteria.    Prom  a  preparation 

be  mentioned  that  these  globular  bacteria  which  had  been  dried  and  stained  with 
r,  m    1  /-n.       ^/^^^    uietliylviolet.    x  1500. 

are  often  called  MICROCOCCI  (Fig.  105), 

and  that  they  have  no  power  of  spontaneous  movement.  ' 

The  minute  rods,  of  which  colonies  are  also  sometimes  formed,  are 
beheved  by  some  to  develop  out  of  the  globular  bacteria.  Klebs  seems 
to  believe  that  while  colonies  are  often  formed  of  globular  bacteria,  the 
peripheral  ones  frequently  elongate  into  finer  rods,  and  become  free  in 
the  fluid.  Whether  this  be  the  case  or  not,  we  meet  with  the  fine  rod- 
shaped  forms  free  in  fluids  more  frequently  than  the  micrococci.  It 
may  be  added  that  to  this  form  of  fine  rods,  which  are  so  common 
m  decompo.sing  fluids,  the  term  bacterium  is  sometimes  applied  in  a 
more  limited  sense. 

The  BACILLUS  is  a  rod-shaped  bacterium,  but  more  elongated  than 
those  just  referred  to  (Fig.  106).  It  has  also  the  tendency  to  elongate 
so  as  to  form  threads  of  some  length.  Sometimes,  as  in  the  tubercular 
l.acillus  (Fig.  107)  and  in  the  very  important  bacillus  anthracis,  the 
threads  produce  spores  inside  themselves,  which  afterwards  may  become 
f  l  ee.  In  regard  to  the  cocco-bacteria,  there  seems  no  evidence  that  they 
bear  spores  of  any  kind,  but  they  propagate  merely  by  fission. 

The  remaining  form  of  bacterium  is  the  spiral  one  or  spirillum. 
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This  organism  is  in  the  form  of  a  fine  thread  with  a  cork-screw  twist 
in  it. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  globnlar  l)acterium  or  micro- 
coccus is  incapable  of  spontaneous  movement.    In  regard  to  the  otheis, 


Fig.  106.— Two  forms  of 
bacilli  which  were  growing 
together  in  the  same  nutri- 
tive material.  One  short 
and  thick,  the  otlier  long 
and  thin.  The  short  one 
was  much  more  deeply 
stained  than  the  long  one. 
Methylviolet  preparation. 
X  1500. 

Fi"-.  107.-  Tubercular  bacillus,  consisting  of  threads 
beaded  with  spores.  In  the  preparation  the  bacilli  are 
red,  and  the  other  bodies  (pus  corpuscles)  are  blue. 
X  1500. 

some  are  motionless  and  some  have  locomotive  powers.  The  rod-shaped 
forms  have  sometimes  a  wriggHng  movement  which  has  caused  them  to 
receive  sometimes  the  name  of  vibrios,  although  this  name  is  often 
confined  to  the  bacilli.  The  spirillar  forms  sometimes  show  a  cork- 
screw movement  and  sometimes  are  quiescent.  It  may  be  said  in  general 
that  bacteria  which  have  power  of  motion  become  still  at  some  period  of 
their  development,  while  others  are  motionless  throughout. 

Methods  of  Detection.— It  will  be  obvious  that  these  minute 
organisms  are  often  very  difficult  of  detection,  especially  when 
thty  are  mixed  up  with  other  structures  or  lie  in  the  midst  of  the 
tissues.  When  they  are  in  colonies  their  opaque  clouded  appearance 
and  their  frequent  broAvn  colour  make  them  often  very  prominent 
objects  But  when  more  isolated,  and  even  when  in  sparsely  distributed 
colonies,  it  may  be  difficult  to  distinguish  them  from  the  mere  granular 
debris  of  the  tissues.  In  order  to  render  them  more  easy  of  detection, 
various  methods  have  been  devised.  The  simplest  is  that  origmally 
su-gested  by  Kecklinghausen,  which  is  based  on  the  fact  already 
mentioned,  that  these  organisms  present  a  much  greater  resistance  to 
alkalies  and  acids  than  the  animal  tissues  do.    The  addition  of  solutimi  of 
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caustic  potash  to  an  animal  tissue  renders  it  transparent  and  obscures 
the  structure.  If  bacteria  be  present,  they  will  be  rendered  more  promm- 
ent  than  before.  Dilute  acetic  acid,  which  as  we  know  clears  up  the  con- 
nective tissue  especially,  may  be  used  in  a  similar  way.  This  often  suc- 
ceeds in  bringing  into  prominence  the  zoogloea  of  bacteria,  but  is  not  of 
much  use  in  detecting  isolated  ones. 

Much  advance  has  been  made  by  the  introduction  of  improved 
methods  of  staining  bacteria  devised  by  Weigert  and  improved  by 
Koch.  Bacteria  absorb  readily  several  kinds  of  dissolved  pigments, 
but  they  show  a  pecuKar  tendency  to  become  coloured  with  anilme 
dyes.  Many  such  dyes  have  been  used,  but  the  most  suitable  seem  to  be 
methylviolet,  Bismarck  brown,  and  methylblue,  of  which  the  first  two 
have  been  most  used.  Methylviolet  cannot  be  used  with  glycerine,  as 
this  agent  extracts  the  colour,  and  so  a  strong  solution  of  acetate  of 
potash  in  water  (1  to  2)  may  be  used.  Preparations  stained  with  Bis- 
marck brown  may  be  mounted  in  glycerine  or  Canada  balsam. 

As  the  observation  of  bacteria  is  now  of  considerable  importance,  the 
more  usual  methods  of  investigation  may  be  here  briefly  described.  If 
bacteria  be  present  in  a  putrid  fluid,  they  can  easily  be  seen  by  simply 
placing  a  drop  under  the  microscope.    But  if  it  is  desired  to  observe 
their  characters  more  particularly,  and  to  preserve  them,  the  fluid  may 
be  subjected  to  the  following  treatment.    A  microscopic  coverglass  is 
taken,  and  a  small  quantity  of  the  fluid  smeared  on  it  in  a  thin  layer, 
which  is  allowed  to  dry  into  a  film  on  the  coverglass.    To  this  film 
is  added  a  drop  of  the  methylviolet  or  other  aniline  solution  (prepared 
by  adding  a  few  drops  of  a  strong  spirituous  solution  of  the  dye  to 
water).    This  solution  should  not  be  too  weak,  otherwise  the  viscid 
material  Avhich  unites  the  colonies  will  be  swelled  up  and  the  film 
loosened.    The  staining  agent  is  allowed  to  act  for  a  few  seconds,  and 
then  run  ofi"  from  the  coverglass  or  sucked  up  with  a  pipette  or  blotting 
paper.    If  necessary,  the  stained  film  may  be  washed  with  a  solution  of 
acetate  of  potash  (1  to  10).    After  this  a  drop  of  strong  acetate  of 
potash  solution  is  added  to  the  film,  and  the  coverglass  placed  on 
a  slide  and  examined.    If  aniline  brown  be  used,  then  glycerine  may  be 
substituted  for  solution  of  acetate  of  potash.    In  some  cases  it  is  desir- 
able to  mount  the  specimen  in  Canada  balsam,  and  in  that  case  it 
is  only  necessary,  after  staining,  to  allow  the  film  to  dry  and  then  add 
the  balsam. 

It  is  sometimes  desirable  to  examine  blood  or  other  fluid  containing 
albumen  in  solution.    When  that  is  the  case  the  film  obtained  by  dry- 
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ing  contains  sohiLle  all)nnien,  and  if  it  1)C  ti-cated  as  above  then  the 
albumen  is  dissolved  when  the  staining  solution  is  added,  and  Ijeing 
afterwards  precipitated  in  the  granular  form,  oljscures  the  appearances. 
It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  fix  the  albumen.  This  may  be  done  by 
simply  leaving  the  iilm  unstained  for  several  days  or  weeks.  It  is  more 
([uickly  done  by  immersing  the  coverglass  in  spirits  for  a  few  days,  but 
it  is  most  quickly  effected  by  exposing  the  film  to  a  temperature  of 
120°  to  130°  C.  If  the  coverglass  be  placed  for  five  or  ten  minutes  in 
an  air  bath  raised  to  this  temperature  the  further  processes  may  generally 
proceed  without  difficulty,  but  sometimes  it  takes  longer  and  sometimes 
shorter,  these  exceptional  cases  being  determined  by  experiment.  A 
more  rapid  way  of  effecting  the  fixation  of  the  albumen  is  to  pass  the 
coverglass  with  the  film  three  or  four  times  through  the  flame  of  a 
spirit  or  Bunsen  lamp. 

If  the  presence  of  bacteria  be  suspected  in  the  tissues,  then  the 
process  of  preparation  is  more  detailed.  The  tissue  should  be  hardened 
in  alcohol.  Fine  sections  are  then  to  be  made,  and  these  stained  in  the 
aniline  solution  in  the  usual  way.  They  are  next  to  be  placed  for  a  few 
seconds  in  diluted  acetic  acid,  and  they  can  afterwards  be  mounted  in 
glycerine  or  acetate  of  potash  solution,  according  to  the  staining  agent 
used.  If  it  be  desired  to  mount  them  in  Canada  balsam  they  may 
be  transferred  direct  from  the  staining  solution  to  absolute  alcohol, 
where  they  may  be  left  for  a  time ;  they  are  then  cleared  up  with  oil  of 
cloves,  and  mounted  in  balsam.  Methylviolet  cannot  usually  be  used 
for  this  latter  purpose,  and  Bismarck  broAvn  or  gentian  violet  is 
perhaps  the  most  useful  dye. 

For  the  detection  of  bacteria  in  the  tissues,  Koch  has  introduced  the 
use  of  a  special  form  of  illumination  by  means  of  Abbe's  condenser. 
The  use  of  this  piece  of  apparatus  is  described  in  Koch's  work  on 
Traumatic  Infective  Diseases,  translated  by  the  Sydenham  Society,  and 
thus  available  to  our  readers.  When  sections  stained  as  above  are  thus 
illuminated,  .the  details  of  the  tissues  are  obscure,  but  all  coloured 
objects  are  rendered  visible,  and  so  the  bacteria,  being  the  most  definitely 
coloured,  may  be  prominently  brought  out. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  all  bacteria  react  equally  to  the  anihne 
dyes.  The  more  ordinary  bacteria  are  stained  by  most  of  the  colours, 
but  the  tubercular  bacillus,  as  we  have  already  seen,  the  typhoid  bacillus, 
and  others,  have  special  affinities. 


Influence  of  bacteria  on  the  living  tissues.— We  have  already 
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seen  that  bacteria  are  present  in  fluids  which  are  undergoing  putrefac- 
tive decomposition,  and  it  may  now  be  regarded  as  demonstrated  that 
the  various  forms  of  putrefaction  are  due  to  the  action  of  these  organ- 
isms. The  details  of  these  demonstrations  need  not  detain  us  here,  but 
it  is  important  to  consider  whether  the  organisms  or  their  products 
have  any  influence  on  the  living  body,  or  are  the  causes  of  disease. 

It  is  clear  that  many  of  these  bacteria  are  perfectly  innocuous  when 
merely  in  contact  with  the  surface  of  the  body  or  the  mucous  mem- 
branes. The  intestinal  canal  teems  with  bacteria,  and  the  insj^ired  air, 
as  we  know,  contains  many  kinds  of  them.  These  ordinary  bacteria 
are  incapable  of  penetrating  the  living  tissues,  but  when  death  occurs 
they  at  once  begin  to  swarm  into  them.  Even  when  directly  injected 
into  the  blood,  few  of  these  bacteria  seem  capable  of  surviving,  although, 
as  we  shall  see  immediately,  some  of  them  undoubtedly  are. 

Although  ordinary  bacteria  and  their  products  are  incapable  of 
penetrating  into  the  healthy  tissues,  or  at  least  work  no  mischief  when 
they  do,  yet  when  they  exist  in  wounds  they  find  a  more  ready  access 
to  the  tissues  and  the  blood,  and  it  will  be  proper  here  to  consider  the 
effects  which  occur  in  connection  with  PUTREFYING  OR  septic  WOUNDS. 
It  need  hardly  be  stated  that  this  subject  is  of  vast  importance  in  con- 
nection with  the  treatment  of  wounds,  and  that  the  antiseptic  method 
of  treatment  is  based  on  the  view  that  the  putrid  wound  is  a  source  of 
mischief. 

Of  great  importance  here  are  the  observations  of  Ogston  {British 
Medical  Journal,  March  12th,  1881).  These  observations  bear  chiefly  on 
the  connection  of  micro-organisms  with  acute  inflammations,  especially 
where  suppurations  occur.  The  pus  from  a  large  number  of  abscesses 
was  examined,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  abscesses  were  acute,  micrococci 
were  found  abundantly,  whereas  in  the  case  of  cold  abscesses  there 
were  no  such  organisms.  When  pus  containing  these  was  injected 
under  the  skin  of  animals  in  small  quantity  it  usually  caused  acute  in- 
flammation ending  in  abscess,  and  on  examination  the  micrococci  could 
be  seen  in  the  pus  as  well  as  invading  the  tissue  around  the  abscess.  A 
few  organisms  could  also,  in  these  animals,  be  detected  in  the  blood, 
and  the  animal  presented  signs  of  general  uneasiness. 

^  In  suppurating  wounds  also  Ogston  found  micrococci,  mixed  here 
with  bacteria  of  various  kinds.  The  number  and  activity  of  growth  of 
th.e  organisms  were  proportionate  to  the  intensity  of  the  sui^puration. 

It  would  appear  therefore  from  these  observations  that  the  active 
agents  in  producing  inflammations  in  the  tissues  are  micrococci,  while 
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the  ordinary  bacteria  of  decomposition  are  not  so  distinctly  concerned. 
From  his  further  experiments  Ogston  inferred  that  micrococci  grow  l)est 
when  not  exposed  to  the  air.  He  cultivated  them  l)y  introducing  a 
minute  portion  of  pus  into  an  egg,  and  protecting  the  latter  from 
the  access  of  air.  He  found  that  the  organisms  grew  vigorously  when 
kept  at  the  temperature  of  the  body,  but  that  they  did  not  produce 
ordinary  decomposition.  The  egg  albumen  in  which  the  micrococci  had 
grown  produced  abscesses  when  injected  under  the  skin  of  animals. 

It  may  be  held  that  these  observations  of  Ogston  prove  that,  of  the 
organisms  occurring  in  ordinary  decomposing  fluids,  the  micrococci  are 
those  which  have  the  greatest  power  of  resisting  the  living  tissues,  and 
propagating  themselves  inside  the  body.    This  is  consistent  w^ith  the 
fact  that  in  pyaemia,  septic  peritonitis,  etc.,  it  is  micrococci  that  are 
found  in  connection  with  the  inflammatory  processes.    It  is  not  to  be 
inferred,  however,  that  in  the  case  of  external  wounds  Avhere  decompo- 
sition is  going  on,  the  chemical  products  evolved  are  not  concerned  in 
the  production  of  inflammation.    We  know  that  these  products  are 
.highly  irritating,  and  they  are,  doubtless,  capable  of  producing  local 
inflammations  as  well  as  giving  rise  to  general  symptoms  when  absorbed 
into  the  blood.     In  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  whether  there  are  many  or  few  kinds  of  micrococci  as  of 
other  bacteria,  but  it  may  be  presumed  that  if  there  are  not  different 
species  there  are  great  differences  in  their  state  of  activity  at  different 
times. 

Septicemia. — The  absorption  of  material  from  putrid  wounds  or, 
what  is  equivalent  to  that,  the  injection  of  putrid  material  into  the 
blood  or  under  the  skin,  is  followed  by  certain  symptoms,  of  which  the 
chief  are  fever,  vomiting,  and  diarrhoea.  In  some  cases  there  are  such 
general  symptoms  alone,  but  in  others  there  are  in  addition  local  in- 
ternal inflammations  which  have  a  marked  tendency  to  go  rapidly  on 
to  suppuration ;  the  so-called  metastatic  abscesses.  It  has  become  cus- 
tomary to  speak  of  cases  where  there  is  simply  a  general  affection  of  the 
system,  in  which,  in  fact,  there  is  a  morbid  condition  of  the  blood,  under 
the  designation  septicaemia,  while  those  other  cases  in  which  there  are 
metastatic  inflammations,  doubtless  due  to  embolism  by  septic  material, 
are  called  cases  of  pyemia.  We  shall  speak  first  of  conditions  where 
there  are  no  embolic  phenomena,  and  which  are  generally  mcluded 
under  the  term  Septicaemia. 

In  considering  the  phenomena  of  septicaemia  we  have  two  possible 
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conditions  to  take  into  account.  If  putrid  material  be  introduced  into 
the  blood  it  may  produce  symptoms  due  to  the  mere  poisonous  nature 
of  the  products  of  decomposition,  namely,  the  volatile  oils  which  give 
their  odour  of  putrescence  and  other  chemical  principles.  But  on  the 
other  hand  it  may  give  rise  to  symptoms  due  to  the  bacteria  which 
may  live  on  in  the  blood  and  produce  mischief  there,  multiplying  as 
such  organisms  do  with  greater  or  lesser  rapidity.  We  may  thus  dis- 
tinguish a  septicaemia  due  to  chemical  poisoning,  and  another  due 
directly  to  the  action  of  the  organisms.  We  shall  first  take  up  the 
former  of  these,  and  it  will  be  convenient  to  refer  to  it  as  pukid  or  septic 
poisoning  as  distinguished  from  ^7Wi!?"i(:Z  or  septic  infection.  (German 
writers  use  the  expression  intoxication  as  equivalent — it  is  so  etymologi- 
cally — to  poisoning,  but  this  use  is  often  rather  confusing  to  English 
readers,  especially  when  met  with  in  translations.) 

(1)  Septic  poisoning. — This  is  produced  by  the  chemical  products 
of  decomposition  entering  the  blood.  It  has  been  proved  by  many 
experiments  that  these  products  are  capable  of  producing  symptoms  of 
poisoning,  and  as  illustrative  of  such  experiments  we  may  cite  those  of 
Puky. 

The  putrid  yolk  of  egg  containing  free  fat  and  active  bacteria  as  well 
as  the  usual  products  of  decomposition  was  injected  into  the  jugular 
vein  or  under  the  skin.  The  result  was  the  production  of  symptoms 
such  as  those  already  mentioned,  but  in  most  cases  without  any  apparent 
new-formation  of  organisms  in  the  body.  In  these  observations  the 
organisms  introduced  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  symptoms, 
but  for  the  most  part  they  seemed  to  be  nullified  by  the  blood,  and  the 
symptoms  were  due  to  the  poisonous  chemical  products.  That  this  was  so 
was  proved  by  boiling  and  filtering  the  putrid  material  before  injecting 
it.  The  effect  of  boiling  would  be  to  kill  the  organisms,  and  the  filter- 
ing would  get  rid  of  everything  except  the  dissolved  chemical  products. 
When  the  filtrate  was  used  similar  symptoms  were  produced,  but  it 
required  a  larger  dose  on  account  of  some  of  the  poison  being  carried 
down  with  the  albumen. 

These  experiments  taken  along  with  others  seem  to  show  that  in 
putrid  material  there  are  chemical  products  which,  if  taken  into  the 
body  in  sufficient  quantity,  act  as  poisons,  and  may  even  prove  fatal. 
These  chemical  products  have  not  been  separated  as  yet,  but  it  appears 
from  the  observations  of  Panum  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  60,  p.  301)  that 
they  are  soluble  in  water  but  not  in  alcohol.  This  observer  evaporated 
the  putrid  material  to  dryness  and  extracted  first  with  alcohol  and  then 
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with  water.    The  latter  sohition  produced  the  symptoms  of  poisoning, 
the  former  did  not. 

There  are,  doubtless,  in  the  human  subject  many  cases  in  which 
the  chemical  ])roducts  of  decomposition  are  absorbed,  the  amount  of 
absorption  depending  on 'the  amount  of  the  material  present,  and  the 
capability  of  absorption  of  the  surface  exposed.    Substances  introduced 
under  the  skin  are  very  readily  absorbed,  as  the  material  is  introduced 
directly  into  the  lymphatic  channels.    In  a  freshly  made  wound  these 
channels  are  laid  open,  and  any  putrid  material  present  is  absorbed 
nearly  as  readily  as  if  it  were  introduced  under  the  skin.    The  wound 
FEVER  which  occurs  so  commonly  in  septic  cases  within  the  first  forty- 
eight  hours  is  doubtless  due  to  septic  poisoning,  as  is  shown  by  its 
absence  in  aseptic  cases.    But,  when  the  surfaces  of  a  wound  are  covered 
up  with  granulations,  the  lymphatic  spaces  are  shut  off,  and  absorption 
is  not  so  ready.    The  healthy  granulations  have  a  remarkable  power  of 
preventing  absorption,  as  the  most  foul  substances  may  be  applied  to 
them  without  any  apparent  absorption. 

But  in  some  cases  there  is  a  much  more  serious  absorption  of  the 
products  of  decomposition  in  large  or  irregular  wounds,  such  as  those 
resulting  from  compound  fractures  of  the  bones  of  the  limbs  ;  or  m  the 
case  of  large  suppurating  and  decomposing  surfaces  such  as  those  m  an 
opened  pleura,  or  peritoneum,  or  joint,  or  chronic  abscess.  In  these 
cases  the  hectic  fever  so  often  leading  on  with  diarrhoea  to  a  fatal 
termination,  is  no  doubt  due  to  septic  poisoning.  It  is  to  be  remarked 
that  the  peritoneum  and  the  pleura,  being  lymphatic  sacs,  have  a  very 
hio-h  power  of  absorption,  and  decomposing  material  m  contact  mth 
them  is  very  readily  absorbed.  Hence,  probably,  the  rapid  fatality  of 
acute  peritonitis,  which,  whether  following  on  an  operation,  or  due  to 
perforation  of  the  intestine,  is  usually  septic.  .    ,  , 

On  post-mortem  examination  in  such  cases,  little  that  is  definite  can 
be  discovered  The  blood  is  dark  in  colour  and  coagulates  imperfectly, 
and  there  are  evidences  of  a  tendency  to  hyperaemia  and  capillary 
hemorrhage.  The  haemorrhage  is  mostly  in  the  form  of  petechia  be- 
neath the  pericardium,  endocardium,  and  pleura,  and  the  hyperemia  is 
chiefly  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestines,  where  it  is  sometimes 

''''itrf  question  whether  the  septic  poison  may  not  produce,  especially 
in  persons  predisposed  to  it,  inflammations  in  distant  parts    The  acute 
Xmation  of 'the,  pleura,  or  pericardium,  or  even  of  Pxnts, 
sometimes  occurs  in  connection  with  decomposing  wounds,  may  possibly 
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be  clue  to  the  septic  poison,  althoiigh  more  probably  caused  by  organisms 
Avhich  have  been  absorbed. 

(2)  Septic  or  putrid  infection. — This  condition  differs  from 
septic  poisoning  in  respect  that  here  we  have  to  do  with  a  virus  or  con- 
tagium  capable  of  propagating  itself,  and  multiplying  in  the  body.  In 
septic  poisoning  the  effects,  as  in  the  case  of  other  poisons,  depend  on 
the  dose  of  the  poison.  In  septic  infection  a  small  amount  introduced 
will  lead  to  the  disease  as  well  as  a  larger  amount,  although  it  may  take 
a  longer  time. 

The  term  inoculation  may  be  used  to  designate  the  application  of 
minimum  quantities  of  a  virus  to  the  living  body.  If  we  can  induce 
putrid  infection  by  inoculation  in  animals  we  may  expect  that  much  light 
■will  be  thrown  on  the  nature  of  other  diseases  which  are  also  capable  of 
pi'oduction  by  inoculation,  and,  indeed,  on  the  nature  of  contagion  in 
general.  With  this  in  view,  as  well  as  on  account  of  its  own  inherent 
importance,  it  will  be  well  to  go  more  particularly  into  the  subject 
here. 

The  names  of  Coze,  Feltz,  Davaine,  Pasteur,  and  Koch  are  associated 
with  the  investigation  of  putrid  infection,  and  it  may  be  said  that 
Koch's  observations  afford  the  most  recent  and  strictly  accurate  infor- 
mation on  this  subject.  We  shall  here,  therefore,  refer  more  in  detail 
to  his  researches,  especially  those  contained  in  his  work  on  Traumatic 
Infective  Diseases,  and  recent  papers  by  himself  and  his  assistants. 

If  putrid  material  be  injected  under  the  skin  of  a  mouse,  the  animal 
will  die,  as  we  have  already  seen,  from  septic  poisoning,  if  the  dose  has 
been  large  enough.  But  if  a  small  quantity  be  used,  such  as  one  or  at 
most  two  drops,  the  symptoms  of 
poisoning  do  not  appear,  and  many 
of  the  mice  recover.  A  certain 
number,  however  (about  a  third), 
of  the  animals  become  ill  in  about 
twenty-four  hours,  with  certain 
symptoms  which  are  quite  constant, 
and  they  die  in  about  fifty  hours 
after  the  inoculation.    If  now  a   ^  ^  • 

ing.  JOS.— a,  The  blood  m  septicemia  of  mice 
mmute  quantity  of  blood  be  taken  showing  blood  corpuscles  and  small  bacilli,  b, 
f  ,  Blood  from  splenic  fever,  showing  blood  cor- 

irom  the  body  or  the  dead  mouse  P"scies  and  large  bacim.  x  700.  (Koch.) 
and  inoculated  into  a  living  mouse,  the  same  symptoms  occur,  and  the 
animal  dies  in  about  fifty  hours.    The  disease  may  be  propagated  from 
animal  to  animal  without  fail  for  any  number  of  generations,  and  an 
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exceedingly  minute  (luantity  of  blood  is  alone  required  in  order  to 
produee  the  disease.  In  tliis  disease  there  are  no  metastatic  abscesses, 
the  only  organic  lesion  being  a  considerable  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
and  so  it  is  called  by  Koch  septicemia  of  mice. 

When  the  blood  of  such  mice  is  examined,  whether  the  disease  was 
produced  by  the  primary  inoculation  of  putrid  material  or  by  the 


rto=  rOC^KocH.) 

inoculation  of  the  blood  of  the  animal  which  had  died,  it  is  found  to 
contain  myriads  of  minute  bacilli.  The  accompanymg  figure  (Fig  10^  a) 
from  Koch's  work,  showing  the  appearances  F-^^f  ^  ^ 
of  blood  stained  with  methylviolet,  dned  and  moun  ed  m  Ca^^^^^ 
balsam,  gives  some  idea  of  the  appearance  of  these  bacilh.  Their.size, 
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as  compared  with  that  of  the  anthrax  bacillus,  is  shown  by  contrast  with 
the  other  fif^ure  (Fig.  108  5).  They  can  be  shown  also  to  be  actually 
present  in  the  blood-vessels  in  enormous  numbers,  as  in  Fig.  109,  in  which 
a  vein  from  the  diaphragm  is  represented,  prepared  by  Koch's  method. 
In  this  figure  the  relation  of  the  bacilli  to  the  white  corpuscles  is  seen. 
They  penetrate  into  them,  multiply  in  their  interior,  and  finally  break 
them  up.  Many  clusters  of  bacteria  which  might  be  taken  for  zoogloea 
have  this  origin.  The  bacilli  are  found  not  alone  in  the  blood  but  their 
path  of  entrance  is  discoverable.  In  the  subcutaneous  tissue  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  inoculated  spot  they  are  very  numerous,  and  they 
may  extend  widely  in  the  loose  connective  tissue,  but  do  not  pass  into 
the  lymphatic  vessels,  although  apparently  finding  access  readily  to  the 
blood-vessels. 

The  explanation  of  these  facts  is  obvious.  The  putrid  material 
originally  used  contains  many  forms  of  bacteria.  Many  of  these  are,  in 
relation  to  mice,  innocent,  but  there  is  a  form  usually  present  (appar- 
ently in  small  numbers)  which  is  capable  of  multiplying  in  the  body  of 
this  animal.  If  bacteria  of  this  kind  be  present  in  the  fluid  inoculated, 
they  multiply  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  and  pass  into  the  blood-vessels, 
producing  the  disease  which  Koch  calls  septictemia  of  mice.  We  shall 
not  here  follow  the  further  facts  in  connection  with  tliis  disease,  as  they 
will  come  up  more  suitably  afterwards. 

A  somewhat  similar  but  even  more  virulent  infective  disease  has  been 
produced  in  rabbits,  by  the  injection  of  putrid  material.  This  disease 
has  been  more  particularly  studied  by  Coze  and  Feltz  and  Davaine, 
For  the  first  infection  a  large  quantity  of  putrid  material  is  required, 
and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  while  different  kinds  of  fluid  will  produce 
the  disease,  such  as  putrid  blood,  or  peritoneal  fluid,  or  the  slime  of 
sewers,  yet  these  materials  often  fail  entirely.  When  the  disease  is 
produced,  the  animal  begins  to  sicken  in  ten  to  twelve  hours,  and  dies 
rapidly  in  about  six  or  eight  hours  more.  While  it  takes  a  considerable 
quantity  of  the  original  fluid  to  produce  the  disease,  a  much  smaller 
quantity  of  blood  from  the  animal  killed  by  the  disease  suffices  to  pro- 
duce it  in  a  fresh  animal.  Very  striking  statements  have  been  made, 
on  the  ground  of  Davaine's  observations,  as  to  the  progressive  virulence 
of  this  disease  when  propagated  from  one  animal  to  another.  It  has 
been  said  that  as  generation  after  generation  is  infected,  a  smaller  dose 
is  needed  till  the  disease  can  be  certainly  produced  by  a  trillionth  part 
of  a  drop  of  blood.  The  observations  of  Koch,  however,  seem  to  show 
that  these  statements  have  arisen  largely  from  misapprehension  even  of 
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Davaine's  own  observations.  It  is  true  tliat  the  propagated  disease  may 
be  produced  by  such  minute  doses  of  Ijlood,  but  it  does  not  need  to  l)e 
propagated  through  several  generations.  In  the  first  or  at  most  the 
second  generation  it  reaches  its  luaximum  of  virulence,  and  a  minimum 
dose  is  as  capable  of  producing  the  disease  as  in  a  later  generation. 

Now  this  septicaemia  of  rabbits  is  also  produced  by  a  bacillus,  but  one 
of  larger  size  than  that  of  the  septicaemia  of  mice.  Koch  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  disease  which  he  beheves  to  be  identical  with  Davaine's 
putrid  infection,  and  the  bacteria  were  rods  about  a  half  larger  than 
those  of  the  septictemia  of  mice,  and  with  a  clear  space  in  the  middle, 
while  the  poles  were  opaque,  giving  a  kind  of  figure-of-eight  appearance. 
This  disease  was  communicable  to  several  other  animals,  and  in  the  blood 
of  these  animals  the  parasite  was  found  to  have  multiplied. 

It  is  clear  from  these  observations  that  putrid  material  contains 
bacteria  which  may  conveniently  be  classed  into  two  groups  in  their 
relations  to  the  living  animal.    The  members  of  the  one  group  produce, 
it  may  be,  chemical  matters  which  are  poisonous  to  the  living  animal, 
but  they  themselves  are  innocuous,  or  at  least  the  Hving  tissues  are  able 
to  resist  their  action  and  annul  their  virulent  properties.    The  other 
class  are  able  to  propagate  themselves  in  the  animal  body  and,  probably 
by  means  of  the  chemical  changes  which  they  effect  in  the  blood,  they 
produce  symptoms  which  are  rapidly  fatal.    To  the  latter  class  of  bac- 
teria the  adjective  pathogenic  may  be  conveniently  apphed,  and  the 
class  may  be  conveniently  extended  to  include  all  bacteria  which  by 
propagating  themselves  inside  the  body  produce  morbid  conditions  in 
it     These  pathogenic  organisms  are  of  great  importance  not  only  m 
regard  to  septic  infection  but,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  m  relation 

to  other  diseases.  ■,    a-  t. 

In  the  case  of  the  pathogenic  bacteria  already  mentioned  efforts 
have  been  made  to  cultivate  them  in  the  pure  state  outside  the  bod3^ 
In  ordinary  putrid  fluid  they  are  mixed  up  with  other  organisms  and 
may  be  difficult  to  distinguish,  but  by  using  those  developed  m  the 
blood  of  the  animals  a  pure  cultivation  may  be  obtained.  _  The  bacillus 
of  the  septicemia  of  mice  has  been  found  to  grow  best  m  an  infusion 
of  flesh  to  which  has  been  added  1  per  cent,  of  peptone,  0-6  per  cent,  of 
common  salt,  and  enough  phosphate  of  soda  to  produce  a  weak  alkahne 
r  ™n     This  fluid  may  be  rendered  semi-solid  by  melting  gelatme 
with  it,  and  in  this  form  it  maybe  spread  oiit  on  microscopic  slides^ 
Td  th  blood  containing  bacteria  sown  on  it.    The  bacteria  cultivated 
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in  this  way  multiply  vigorously  and  they  retain  their  pathogenic 
character.  Koch  and  his  assistants  have  cultivated  them  through 
thirty-five  generations  and  found  them  equally  virulent  throughout. 
The  bacillus  of  the  septicemia  of  the  rabbit  has  also  been  cultivated  in 
flesh  infusion  and  peptone  or  blood  serum  stiffened  with  gelatine. 
They  also  have  been  cultivated  through  nineteen  generations  and  found 
perfectly  infective  at  the  end. 

We  shall  return  afterwards  to  the  subject  of  pathogenic  bacteria, 
and  meanwhile  the  characters  of  those  just  described  must  be  borne 
in  mind. 

Pyemia. — We  have  hitherto  considered  those  conditions  connected 
with  the  absorption  of  putrid  material  in  which  the  action  of  the  viru- 
lent matter  is  mainly  on  the  blood  ;  we  have  still  to  consider  those  cases 
in  which  local  inflammations  result  from  the  penetration  of  decomposing 
material. 

The  name  PYEMIA  is  now  commonly  used  to  designate  those  con- 
ditions in  which  as  a  result  of  the  absorption  of  putrid  substances 
multiple  abscesses  occur  in  the  body.  The  occurrence  of  these  multiple 
inflammations  implies  that  a  violent  irritant  is  carried  inwards  and  acts 
on  the  tissues.  It  may  be  said  at  once  that  these  inflammations  are 
always  associated  with  the  presence  of  bacteria,  which  may  at  first  be 
carried  to  the  part  in  small  numbers  but  afterwards  grow  into  colonies. 
These  organisms  will  primarily  have  their  seat  in  the  vessels,  and  the 
inflammations  will  therefore  have  an  EMBOLIC  ORIGIN.  Sometimes  con- 
siderable pieces  of  broken-down  thrombi,  arising  as  we  shall  afterwards 
see,  are  carried  inwards  and  plug  arteries  ;  in  other  cases  it  is  minute 
fragments  which  are  conveyed,  and  they  stick  in  the  capillaries.  As  we 
have  seen,  however,  the  bacteria  are  self -propagating,  and  even  a 
capillary  embolism  may  set  up  a  considerable  inflammation.  Let  us 
now  trace  the  course  of  events  in  an  ordinary  case  of  pyaemia. 

When  putrid  material  is  introduced  into  the  blood  from  a  wound, 
the  active  bacteria  are  usually  destroyed  by  the  living  blood  or  vessels, 
and  the  result  produced  is,  as  we  have  already  seen,  a  sejitic  poisoning. 
But  under  certain  circumstances,  putrid  material  passes  into  the  open 
mouths  of  veins,  and  the  bacteria  contained  in  the  material  survive 
and  propagate.  The  first  result  produced  is  thrombosis  in  the  veins. 
By  and  by  the  thrombi  begin  to  soften,  and  they  break  down  into 
a  yellow  material  resembling  pus.  Hence  the  softening  is  sometimes 
called  yellow  or  puriform  softening.    The  material  is  not  pus  however, 
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it  is  composed  of  the  debris  of  the  thromlms,  along  with  the  organisms 
which  have  been  the  chief  agents  in  the  coagulation  and  in  the  suhse- 
(}uent  softening. 

It  is  easy  enough  to  determine  the  presence  of  these  Ijacteria  l)oth 
here  in  their  original  seat  and  in  tlie  embolisms  which  are  secondarily 
produced,  but  it  is  much  more  difficult  to  determine  their  exact  nature 
and  relations.  It  is  clear  that  they  are  different  from  the  ordinary 
bacteria  of  decomposition,  the  form  called  bacterium  termo.  The 
fact  that  they  survive  within  the  body  is  evidence  of  this,  but  it  is 
also  evidenced  by  the  communicability  of  "the  disease.  Pyaemia  when 
it  once  occurs  in  a  hospital  ward  is  very  apt  to  spread  to  other  patients 
who  have  septic  wounds.  Puerperal  fever,  which  is  often  a  form  of 
pyaemia,  is  known  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  communicable.  The 
probability  is  that  we  have  here  to  do  with  a  specially  virulent  form  of 
bacterium  which  occasionally  develops  in  putrid  wounds.  It  does  not, 
like  the  septicgemia  bacterium,  propagate  to  any  considerable  extent  in 
the  circulating  blood,  but  being  carried  along  it  fixes  itself  at  particular 
points  and  there  forms  colonies.  It  is  even  doubtful  whether  it  is 
always  the  same  bacterium  which  is  concerned  in  pyaemia.  The  form 
in  most  if  not  all  cases  is  that  of  the  micrococcus. 

To  return  to  the  softened  thrombus,  it  is  clear  that  when  the  coagu- 
lum  has  broken  down,  the  soft  material  and  shreds  of  thrombus  vnll 
pass  up  the  vein  and  into  the  circulation,  being  carried  to  the  right  heart 
and  the  lungs.  In  passing  up  the  veins  it  soon  produces  a  second  throm- 
bosis, which  for  a  time  shuts  off  the  vein  with  its  softened  contents 
from' the  rest  of  the  circulation.  The  soft  material  at  once  proclaims  its 
virulent  character  by  setting  up  an  acute  inflammation  in  the  walls  of 
the  vein,  and  this  inflammation,  like  others  produced  by  this  virus, 
rapidly  runs  on  to  suppuration,  so  that  a  suppurative  phlebitis  is  the 
result.  On  post-mortem  examination  the  vein  or  veins  are  often  found 
full  of  pus,  and  this  led  earlier  observers  to  infer  that  a  phlebitis  was 
the  origin  of  the  disease.  The  name  pyaemia  also  is  derived  from  the 
presence  of  pus  in  the  veins,  and  its  inferred  entrance  into  the  blood.^ 

It  will  be  understood  that  successive  coagulation  and  successive 
softenin<^s  of  thrombi  will  occur,  and  that  on  each  occasion  a  fresh 
series  of  embolisms  will  result.  The  products  of  the  decomposition  aWII 
also  be  conveyed  into  the  circulation,  and  so  a  septic  poisoning  wiU 
coexist. 

We  have  now  to  trace  the  effects  which  those  emboh  produce  m 
distant  organs,  and  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  are  mfective 
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emboli,  containing  organisms  wliich  in  some  way  produce  an  intense 
irritation  leading  to  necrosis  and  inflammations  with  a  tendency  to 
develop  suppuration  very  rapidly.  The  embolisms  will  occur  primarily 
in  the  lungs,  Avhere  we  meet  most  constantly  with  the  characteristic 
metastatic  abscesses.  Many  times  the  emboli,  especially  when  super- 
ficial, lead  in  the  first  place  to  hiemorrhagic  infarctions  having  the  usual 
characters,  but  these  soon  break  down  into  collections  of  pus  with  the 
slough  of  lung  tissue  in  the  midst.    If  the  embolism  does  not  issue  in 


Fig.  110.— Pysemic  abscess  of  kidney  ;  a,  necrosed  central  part  ;  h,  area  of  inflammation,  the 
tissue  packed  with  pus  corpuscles  ;  c,  capillaries  filled  with  micrococci ;  rf,  Malpighian 
glomeruli ;  e,  urinifcrous  tubules,    x  16. 

the  infarction,  then  the  first  result  of  the  inflammation  is  a  condensation, 
the  air  vesicles  being  filled  up  with  inflammatory  products,  a  grey 
hepatization,  which  rapidly  gives  way  to  a  purulent  inflammation  with 
necrosis  of  lung  tissue.  These  various  stages  may  be  visible  side  by 
side  in  the  same  lung.  If  an  abscess  be  near  the  surface,  the  inflam- 
mation spreads  to  the  pleura,  and  an  acute  pleurisy  having  the  same 
suppurative  tendency  results. 

Besides,  in  the  lung  we  may  have  abscesses  in  various  other  organs. 
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The  infective  material  may  pass  through  the  lung  capillaries,  or  else 
thrombosis  having  occurred  in  the  pulmonary  veins  in  connection  with 
the  abscesses,  pieces  of  the  thrombi  may  be  afterwards  carried  aM'ay. 
In  this  way  abscesses  not  infrequently  occur  in  the  muscular  substance 
of  the  heart,  in  the  voluntary  muscles,  in  the  liver,  kidney,  etc.  More- 
over, suppurations  occur  not  infrequently  in  the  joints,  and  it  may  be 
in  those  far  removed  from  the  seat  of  the  original  Avound.  These 
secondary  suppurations  in  the  muscles  and  kidney  are  usually  small 
but  often  very  numerous,  and  we  can  understand  this  from  the  fact  that 
the  pieces  of  thrombus  which  pass  the  lung  capillaries  must  be  small, 
and  will  obstruct  either  small  arteries  or  capillaries. 

In  the  accompanying  figure  (Fig.  110),  the  appearances  of  a  pysemic 
abscess  of  the  kidney  in  process  of  formation  are  shown.  The  prepara- 
tion was  stained  with  aniline  brown.  The  central  part  {a)  is  hardly  at  all 
coloured ;  necrosis  has  occurred  in  it,  and  consequently  the  nuclei  are 
no  longer  stained.  In  this  area  a  high  power  showed  numerous  scat- 
tered bacteria.  In  the  zone  next  the  necrosis  (6  in  figure)  there  are 
myriads  of  leucocytes  produced  by  the  inflammation.  At  c,  c,  c,  are 
seen  capillaries  filled  with  bacteria.  The  artery  whose  obstruction  was 
the  primary  lesion  is  not  shown  in  this  section,  but  many  capillaries 
around  are  filled  with  organisms. 

A  capillary  containing  the  organism  is  shown  in  Fig.  Ill     and  this 

figure  illustrates  another  fact. 
The  figure  was  drawn  from  a 
preparation  stained  with  aniline 
brown,  and  Abbe's  illuminating 
apparatus  was  used.     As  we 
have  seen  already,  the  effect  of 
this  is  to  bring  into  prominence 
all    coloured    objects,  while 
those  which  are  unstained  are 
scarcely  visible.    In  this  case 
the  nuclei  of  the  uriniferous 
Fig.  in.- capillary  biood-^^^^^^^^^^  ^^^^1,,  stained   as  well 

X  650.  represented  m  the  hgure  at 

„  „     In  the  fi^e  a  tubule  on  either  side  of  the  capillary  is  shown 
nd  it  wif'L  noticed  that  the  nuclei  on  the  sides  oJjhe^uhuk  ^  a 
to  the  capillary  are  stained,  while  those  next  it  are  not.    Here  again  «  e 
ha™  eXce'that  the  first  effect  of  thehacteria  ,s  to  cause  necrosis. .  It 


MICRO-OllGANLSMS  OR  BACTERIA. 


251 


is  seen  also  that  necrosis  is  produced  at  a  certain  distance  from  the 
bacteria  in  the  uriniferous  tubule  while  the  bacteria  are  in  the 
capillary.    The  organism  here  is  a  micrococcus. 

In  the  liver  the  abscesses  are  frequently  large,  and  they  may  be 
present  here  while  absent  in  the  lungs.  There  are  also  not  infrequently 
considerable  collections  of  pus  in  the  joints.  In  these  cases  of  the  liver 
and  joints  it  is  probable  that  the  phenomena  are  not  so  much  embohc 
in  the  sense  that  distinct  pieces  of  coagulum  with  bacteria  are  carried 
olf,  but  rather  that  single  bacteria  or  groups  are  conveyed  by  the  blood, 
settle  in  the  part,  and  propagate.  The  blood-current  in  the  liver  is  so 
slow  that  bacteria  may  readily  lodge  in  the  capillaries,  and  there 
multiply.  In  the  case  of  the  joints  also,  if  they  once  get  admission  to 
the  interior,  they  are  likely  to  multiply  in  the  synovial  fluid,  and 
produce  a  general  inflammation. 

Besides  these  embolic  phenomena,  the  blood  is  altered.  We  have 
seen  that  it  is  poisoned  with  the  products  of  decomposition,  and  it  may 
be  as  a  result  of  this  that  the  red  corpuscles  are  to  some  extent  dis- 
solved, their  colouring  matter  staining  the  tissues  and  producing  icterus, 
called  haematogenous,  as  the  colouring  matter  is  directly  derived  from 
the  blood.  There  is  also  an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  white  cor- 
puscles as  com^Dared  with  the  red,  a  leucocytosis. 

Such  is  the  ordinary  course  of  events  in  pyaemia,  but  there  are  cases 
in  which  no  thrombosis  is  discoverable  in  the  veins.  Putting  aside 
cases  in  which  thrombosis  is  present,  but  in  such  small  veins  that  it  is 
not  discovered,  there  are  undoubted  cases  in  which  abscesses  occur  in 
liver,  kidney,  spleen,  and  muscles,  and  suppuration  in  joints  without  any 
preceding  thrombosis.  These  cases  are  to  be  accounted  for  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  bacteria  are  introduced  from  the  wound  in  such  small 
numl^ers  that  they  do  not  cause  thrombosis  in  the  veins,  and  conse- 
quently in  these  cases  the  probability  is  that  they  will  pass  through  the 
lungs  and  over  into  the  systemic  circulation.  The  frequency  of  abscesses 
in  the  liver  in  such  cases  will  be  readily  understood  from  what  has  gone 
before. 

To  these  Ave  have  to  add  a  further  class  in  which  multiple  abscesses 
occur  without  any  external  wound  being  discoverable.  Some  of  these 
are  associated  with  ULCERATIVE  ENDOCARDITIS,  in  Avhich,  with  an 
inflammation  of  the  valvular  structures,  tliere  is  an  aggregation  of 
organisms,  but  there  are  cases  in  which  no  such  connection  can  be 
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found,  and  these  are  sometimes  called  cases  of  spontaneous  PYViiMiA. 
In  this  condition,  as  well  as  in  ulcerative  endocarditis,  the  mode  of 
entrance  of  the  hacteria  is  obscure. 

It  is  probable  that  in  pyaemia,  and  in  other  diseases  of  a  like  nature, 
the  bacteria  do  not  of  themselves  produce  the  intense  irritation  mani- 
fested. It  is  the  chemical  products  evolved  by  them  that  irritate. 
Hence  the  inflammation  is  frequently  present  for  a  considerable  distance 
beyond  the  seat  of  the  bacteria,  the  irritant  passing  out  from  them  and 
acting  on  the  tissues. 

Pathogenic  Bacteria  in  Acute  Specific  Diseases.— We  have 
now  to  leave  the  diseases  connected  with  putrid  wounds,  and  consider 
the  question  whether  pathogenic  bacteria  exist  apart  from  these.  Much 
that  has  been  already  said  will  be  of  assistance  here,  and  it  will  lie 
necessary  to  make  frequent  reference  to  the  facts  already  adduced.  The 
diseases  as  they  occur  in  man  can  only  be  made  the  subject  of  experi- 
mentation to  a  limited  extent,  and  so  recourse  must  be  had  to  the 
.similar  diseases  in  animals. 

Bacteria  have  been  found  in  the  tissues  in  a  large  number  of  acute 
diseases  in  man,  and  most  of  these  diseases  belong  to  the  class  of  zymo- 
tics.  Among  the  diseases  in  which  up  to  the  present  such  organisms 
have  been  seen  may  be  mentioned  small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  measles, 
diphtheria,  acute  rheumatism,  erysipelas,  typhoid  fever,  typhus  fever, 
splenic  fever,  relapsing  fever,  pneumonia,  leprosy,  tuberculosis.  All 
that  is  asserted  in  the  meantime  is  that  bacteria  have  been  observed  m 
these  diseases  ;  it  is  not  meant  that  each  of  these  diseases  depends 
necessarily  on  a  specific  form  of  micro-organism. 

Most  of  these  diseases  have  several  things  in  common  with  the 
septicaemias  of  mice  and  rabbits,  and  it  may  be  interesting  to  consider 
these  points  as  well  as  some  others,  and  to  look  at  them  m  the  hght  of 
ascertained  facts.  Most  of  them  are  communicable  or  infectious ;  that  is 
to  say  they  are  capable  of  being  produced  by  the  introduction  of  small 
quantities  of  their  peculiar  virus  into  the  body.  We  have  to  mqiure  to 
what  extent  this  virus  is  ascertained  to  be  related  to  micro-orgamsms. 
Some  of  these  diseases  are  apparently  derived,  not  from  persons  already 
the  subjects  of  them,  but  rather  intermediately  from  foreign  substances 
taken  into  the  body.  We  have  to  inquire  whether  there  is  e.adence 
that  the  micro-organisms  of  any  of  them  are  capable  of  cultivation  out- 
t  h  body,  an^d  in  what  kinds  of  media.  Many  of  these  diseases, 
when  once  they  attack  a  person,  create  a  complete  or  comparative  im- 
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munity  against  further  attacks.  We  have  to  inquire  what  light  can  be 
thrown  on  this  fact.  Under  these  three  headings,  we  shall  consider 
this  subject. 

(1)  The  relation  of  micro-organisms  to  zymotic  diseases. — 
Although  our  information  in  re- 
gard to  the  causation  of  most  of 
the  specific  fevers,  and  other  in- 
fective diseases,  is  very  imperfect, 
still  there  are  several  in  which 
the  e^ddence  is  tolerably  clear  that 
they  are  as  closely  related  to  bac- 
teria as  are  the  septicaemias  of 
rabbits  and  mice. 

Of  these  thfe  most  fully  inves- 
tigated is  the  disease  now  com- 
monly called  SPLENIC  fever,  but  which  has  also  the  names  anthrax,  char- 


Fig.         Villus  of  intestine  in  anthrax,  the  bacilli  visible  as  minute  threads,    x  250.  (Kocii.) 

bon,malignant  pustule,  etc.  This  is  a  disease  exceedingly  prevalent  among 
our  domestic  animals,  especially  cattle,  and  it  is  sometimes  propagated 


Fig.  112. — Bacillus  anthracis,  and  of  the  septi- 
caemia of  mice.       700  (Koch.) 
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to  man  from  these.  The  disease  is  an  acute  fever,  in  most  cases  begin- 
ning with  shivering,  and  going  on  with  elevation  of  temperature  to  a 
fatal  issue.  It  sometimes  has  the  characters  of  a  local  disease  in  the 
form  of  a  malignant  hoil  or  pustule,  and  in  many  of  these  cases,  as  well 
as  occasionally  in  cases  of  general  infection,  it  does  not  prove  fatal. 
Death,  however,  generally  occurs,  Ijoth  in  animals  and  man,  in -from 
twenty-four  to  forty  hoiirs  after  the  onset  of  the  first  symptoms. 

Now,  in  this  disease  there  is  present  in  the  blood,  and,  if  there  is  a 
local  manifestation  in  the  fluids  of  the  part,  a  very  definite  form  of 
bacterium  which  is  called  the  BACILLUS  anthraCIS.  It  is,  as  compared 
Avith  most  of  these  organisms,  of  a  large  size,  as  may  be  seen  by  com- 
paring Fig.  112  a,  in  which  it  is  represented,  with  Fig.  112  in  which 
the  bacillus  of  the  septicaemia  of  mice  is  shown.  In  its  distribution,  the 
bacillus  anthracis  is  very  like  the  last-named  form.    It  is  present  in 

quite  enormous  numbers  in 
the  blood  of  animals  .which 
have  died  of  splenic  fever.  If 
an  organ  be  hardened  in  alco- 
hol, and  fine*  sections  stained 
with  methyhdolet  in  the  way 
already  indicated,  an  appear- 
ance is  presented  under  a  low 
power  as  if  the  capillaries  were 
occupied  by  a  blue  injection 
material.    The  accompanying 
figure  (Fig.  113)  from  Koch's 
work  shows  the  appearance 
presented  by  the  villus  of  the 
intestine  in  a  rabbit.  Under 
a  high  power  this  blue  injec- 
tion resolves  into  bacilli,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  1 14,  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  these  are  present 
in  enormous  numbers.  The 
bacilli  are  present  in  the  capil- 
laries, and  hardly  at  all  in  the 
arteries  and  veins,  but  as  they 
exist  in  the  capillaries  appar- 
ently of  every  organ  they  must  be  in  incredible  numbers.    The  smaUest 
quantity  of  blood  from  such  an  animal  inoculated  into  a  hvmg  animal 


Fi"-  lU.-From  same  preparation  as  Fig-  1^3,  more 
highly  magnified.  The  bacilU  visible  as  definite  rods. 
X  700.  (KooH.) 
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such  as  the  mouse,  produces  the  disease,  and  there  is  the  same  enormous 
reproduction  of  the  organism  in  the  blood.  It  is  clear,  therefore,  that 
this  disease  stands  in  the  same  relation  to  this  particular  form  of 
bacillus  as  do  the  septicaemias  of  rabbits  and  mice  to  theirs. 

In  the  next  place,  we  have  one  of  the  acute  fevers— RELAPSING 
FEVER— associated  with  the  presence  in  the  blood  of  a  distinct  micro- 
organism of  a  spiral  form.  This  organism,  which  is  shown  in  Fig.  115, 
belongs  to  the  class  spirillum,  its  specific  name  being  Spirochseta  Ober- 
meieri,  from  its  discoverer  Obermeier.  Spiral  organisms  have  been 
found  in  stagnant  water,  so  that  this  form  is  not  without  its  analogues 
in  organisms  met  with  outside  the  body.  The  spirilla  are  met  with  in 
the  blood,  and  their  detection  is  rendered  the  more  easy  from  the  lively 
movements  which  they  exhibit,  causing 
the  blood  corpuscles  to  be  moved  about 
to  some  extent.  That  the  disease  de- 
pends, on  this  organism  seems  to  be 
established  from  the  fact  that  it  is  al- 
ways present  in  the  blood  during  the 
acute  stage  of  the  disease,  disappearing, 
however,  in  the  interval  of  defervescence, 
but  reappearing  when  the  fever  recurs. 
The  disease  had  not,  till  recently,  been  ^  Pig-  iis.^-Biood  from  case  of  relapsing 

^  )  J 1  fever,  showing  corpuscles  and  spirillum 

conveyed  to  animals  by    inoculation    of  Obermeieri.    x  750.  (Carter.) 

the  blood,  but  now  it  has  been  communicated  to  monkeys,  and  the  spir- 
illum has  been  found  in  these  animals  just  as  in  that  of  man.  Other 
animals  seem,  so  far,  to  present  an  immunity  against  this  form  of 
organism.  A  full  account  of  this  organism  is  to  be  found  in  an 
excellent  work,  recently  pubHshed  by  Vandyke  Carter,  on  "  Spirillum 
Fever  as  seen  in  Western  India."  Dr.  Carter  was  the  first  to  com- 
municate the  disease  to  monkeys  by  inoculating  with  the  fresh  blood 
of  patients  with  relapsing  fever. 

Typhoid  fever  is  another  disease  in  which  a  special  form  of  bacillus 
has  been  observed.  In  this  reference  the  observations  of  Eberth  (Vir- 
chow's  ArcJiiv,  vols.  80  and  83)  are  the  most  important.  He  has  found 
a  bacillus  in  the  lymphatic  organs  of  the  abdomen,  namely,  in  the  closed 
follicles  of  the  intestine,  in  the  mesenteric  glands,  and  in  the  spleen 
{Fig.  116).  This  organism  appears  to  stand  in  definite  relation  to  the 
duration  of  the  disease.  At  the  beginning  of  the  disease,  and  at  its 
height,  before  the  sloughing  of  the  intestines  has  occvirred,  it  is  present 
most  abundantly,  but  as  the  disease  becomes  prolonged  it  diminishes 
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and  disappears.  In  the  cases  investigated  it  was  found  in  a  half,  l)eing 
absent  in  the  more  advanced  cases.  This  hacilhis  does  not  stain  so  well 
^  as  most  forms,  when  sections 

have  been  made  of  organs  har- 
dened in  alcohol,  and  it  is  most 
readily  seen  when  it  happens 
to  be  in  colonies.  But,  if  a 
lymphatic  gland  be  laid  open 
J  IflPI^  ..^-""^^^^^^^^^^^         in  the  recent  state,  and  a  little 

of  the  juice  from  it  spread  on  a 
coverglass,  and  stained  in  the 
'     f^K??-^  ^'^y   already   described  after 

drying,  then  the  rods  will  stain 
well,  and  we  obtain  an  appear- 

Fig.  116.— BaciUus  from  lymphatic  gland  in  a  case  ance  like  that  shown  in  the 
of  typhoid  fever,    x  1800.  figure. 

As  somewhat  less  known,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  bacilli  have  been 
found  in  malarial  fevers.  Klebs  and  Tomasi  Crudeli  {ArcUv  f. 
Ex-per.  Path.  vol.  11)  have  found  in  the  air  of  malarial  districts  in  Italy 
a  bacillus  which  they  were  able  to  cultivate  out  of  the  body  and  inocu- 
late in  animals.  They  found  a  similar  bacillus  in  the  blood  of  men  who 
had  died  of  malarial  fever.  Klebs  also  states  that  in  the  blood  in 
typhus  fever  there  is  a  form  of  bacterium  present. 

We  have  already  seen  that  tuberculosis  is  to  be  added  to  the  list 
of  diseases  due  to  a  specific  bacillus  (see  Fig.  54,  p.  158). 

Hansen  and  Neisser  have  described  a  bacillus  as  being  universally 
present  in  the  nodules  in  the  skin  in  leprosy.  These  bacilli  lie  partly 
in  the  round  cells  of  the  nodules.  Klebs  asserts  that  bacteria  which  can 
be  cultivated  are  to  be  found  in  the  syphilitic  chancre,  but  these 
observations  stand  in  need  of  confirmation. 

Erysipelas  is  another  disease  in  which  bacteria  have  been  found  by 
several  observers.  The  bacteria  occur  in  the  lymphatics  and  lymph 
spaces,  according  to  some  also  in  the  blood-vessels.  In  the  milder  cases 
the  organisms,  which  are  in  the  form  of  micrococci,  are  comparatively 
few  in  number,  but  in  the  more  severe  forms  they  fill  out  the  lymph- 
spaces  so  as  to  give  almost  the  appearance  of  an  injection  of  them  with 
finely  granular  material  (see  Fig.  117).  The  organisms  are  to  be  found 
only  at  the  advancing  edge  of  the  erysipelas;  when  the  inflammation 
once  becomes  pronounced  with  rich  exudation  of  leucocytes  then  the 
organisms  disappear. 
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Ulcerative  endocarditis  is  a  condition  in  wliich  with  acute  inflam- 
mation of  the  valvular  structures  of  the  heart  there  is  loss  of  substance 
by  ulceration.    On  the  in- 


flamed surface  there  are 
colonies  of  bacteria,  and 
these  ai'e  evidently  of  a 
virulent  kind,  like,  if  not 
identical  with,  those  in 
pyaemia.  Pieces  of  the 
softened  valvular  struc- 
ture "with  the  bacteria  are 
carried  off,  and  produce 
embolism  in  various  or- 
gans. The  disease  occurs 
nearly  always  in  the  valves 


Fig.  117. — From  the  skin  in  a  case  of  erysipelas.  The  upper 


nf  tlip  Ifi-ff  oirla  r\f  fliQ  drawing  shows  a  lymphatic  vessel  at  the  border  of  a  sebaceous 
Ui    Lilt;    leiu    biae    OI    ine  gi^^^  ^-yy^^  ^^^-^^  micrococci.   The  lower  shows  a  straight 

heart,  mainly  the  aortic,  ^^""^^  similarly  filled,  x  350. 

and  so  the  emboli  are  carried  by  the  systemic  arteries.  Where- 
ever  they  come  to  rest  the  emboli  produce,  like  septic  emboli, 
necrosis  of  the  immediately  neighbouring  tissue  and  acute  inflam- 
mation, going  on  to  suppuration  around.  Hence  we  have  multiple 
abscesses,  often  with  haemorrhage,  in  the  kidneys,  muscles,  heart,  skin, 
etc.  In  the  midst  of  these  abscesses  the  micrococci  may  be  found  even 
when  the  pus  corpuscles  are  crowded  together.  It  may  be  added  here 
that  m  ordinary  acute  endocarditis  micrococci  have  been  asserted 
by  Koster  to  exist,  not  on  the  surface  but  in  the  substance  of  the  altered 
valvular  structure,  and  that  by  some,  acute  rheumatism  which  is  the 
usual  cause  of  acute  endocarditis  is  regarded  as  due  to  the  presence  of 
bacteria  in  the  blood. 


Without  going  further  into  particulars  it  may  be  said  that  in  a  num- 
ber of  other  diseases  bacteria  have  been  found  in  the  blood  or  locally, 
although  the  question  whether  these  are  specific  or  are  the  generators  of 
the  disease  must  remain  in  abeyance.  In  diphtheria  they  have  been 
found  in  the  exudation  on  the  mucous  membranes,  and,  by  some,  in 
their  substance.  In  scarlatina  and  diphtheria  they  have  been  found 
m  the  kidneys  occupying  the  capillaries  (Fig.  118),  and  uriniferous 
tubules.  In  small-pox  they  have  been  seen  in  the  capillaries  of  the 
kidney  and  liver.  In  acute  pneumonia  micrococci  have  been  found 
occupying  the  lung  alveoH  at  the  advancing  border  of  the  disease,  in 

R 


258 


PARASITES. 


Fie  118  —From  a  section  of  the  Vadney  in  a  case  of 
scarlet  fever.  A  capillary  blood-vessel  distended  with 
bacteria  is  shown,  with  uriniferous  tubules  around,  xdoo. 


this  respect  resembling  those  of  erysipelas,  and  they  have  been  seen  also 
in  the  capillaries  of  the  kidney. 

It  is  here  to  be  stated 
that  our  knowledge  of  the 
organisms  in  the  diseases 
mentioned  in  the  preceding 
paragraph  is  at  present  ex- 
ceedingly imperfect.     It  is 
remarkable  that  the  organ- 
isms are  found  in  the  capil- 
laries of  the  kidneys  in  so 
many  cases.    The  explana- 
tion of  this  may  be  that  at 
the  time  of  death  the  bacteria 
are  present  there  in  very 

om  a  section  of  the  kidney  in  a  case  of  nilTTlbprs      and  that 

A  capillary  blood-vessel  distended  with  Smail    numueib,  <iuu. 

"  after  death  they  grow  into 

considerable  colonies.  There  is  not  usually  evidence  of  considerable 
inflammation  around  the  colonies,  and  so  they  can  hardly  have  existed 
long  before  death.  The  mere  fact  of  their  presence,  however,  is  im- 
portant as  connecting  these  diseases  with  micro-organisms. 

(2)  Cultivation  of  pathogenic  organisms  outside  the  body. 
We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  case  of  the  septicaemias  of  mice  and 
rabbits  the  micro-organisms  are  capable  of  cultivation  outside  the  Imng 
body  and,  if  this  can  be  done  in  the  case  of  the  acute  infective  diseases 
oi  mln  then  much  light  will  be  thrown  on  the  origin  and  extension  of 
these  diseases.    In  the  case  of  infective  diseases  arising  from  septic 
wounds,  there  is  no  difiiculty  in  beheving  that  the  bacteria  develop  m 
the  putrid  exudations.    In  decomposing  fluids  there  are  numerous 
micro-organisms,   and   apparently  a  considerable  variety  of  kmds. 
Certain  of  these  seem  adapted  to  one  kind  of  animal  and  certain  to 
others     But  when  we  come  to  the  acute  fevers  there  are  as  yet  few 
facts  having  any  considerable  degree  of  certainty.     Concermng  one 
disease,  however,  our  knowledge  is  tolerably  complete,  and  on  this 
account  it  will  be  treated  of  here  in  some  detail.  n  n  1  nf 

The  bacillus  ANTHRACIS  exists,  as  we  have  seen,  m  the  blood  of 
animals  afi^ected  with  splenic  fever,  in  the  form  of  minute  rods,  as  m  Fig 
113     In  the  blood  it  seems  incapable  of  existing  in  any  other  form,  but 
it  can  be  readily  cultivated  outside  the  body.    When  placed  m  a  proper 
meTum  and  kept  at  a  proper  temperature,  the  motionless  rods  elongate 
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into  threads,  and  if  there  lie  many  liacilli  present  they  form  a  network. 
After  a  short  time  there  appear  in  the  threads  glancing  oval  bodies. 
By  and  by  the  threads  disintegrate  and  leave  these  oval  glancing  bodies 
or  spores  free  in  the  fluid.  It  has  now  been  abundantly  shown  that, 
while  the  bacilli  themselves  do  not  survive  long  in  the  dry 'state,  these 
spores  are  much  more  I'esistant  and  can  be  preserved  for  yeais  in  the 
dry  condition.  At  the  end  they  are  as  capable  of  producing  the  disease 
as  ever.  These  spores  are  therefore  the  fruit  or  seed  of  the  anthrax 
bacillus,  and  may  be  the  means  of  spreading  the  disease. 

Tliis  development  of  spores  from  the  rods  which  exist  in  the  blood 
can  take  place  in  a  large  number  of  media,  both  vegetable  and  animal. 
The  bacilli  grow  and  produce  these  spores  very  vigorously  on  the 
cut  surface  of  boiled  potatoes.  They  grow  readily  in  hay  infusion 
which  has  been  rendered  neutral  or  slightly  alkaline,  and  in  almost  all 
kinds  of  vegetable  infusions.  They  grow  readily  and  form  their  spores 
in  neutralized  or  weakly  alkaline  urine  and  in  infusions  of  animal 
structures  in  general.  It  is  quite  clear  that  scattered  over  the  surface 
of  the  earth  there  are  abundant  media  for  the  propagation  of  this 
organism.  If  an  animal  with  this  disease  is  slaughtered,  some  of  its 
blood  is  shed  in  the  earth.  If  there  is  any  piece  of  vegetable  tissue 
lying  there,  and  the  conditions  are  such  as  to  keep  it  moist  and  not  too 
cold,  and  if  it  has  not  an  acid  reaction,  then  the  bacilli  will  grow  and 
produce  their  spores.  These  spores  may  be  carried  hither  and  thither, 
and  if  by  accident  they  get  into  the  body  of  an  animal  they  elongate 
into  the  regular  rods,  multiply  with  enormous  rapidity,  and  lead  to  the 
symptoms  of  splenic  fever.  There  is  evidence  to  show  that  there  are  in 
certain  parts  areas  of  land  which  are  regarded  by  the  people  as  particu- 
larly dangerous  as  giving  origin  to  anthrax.  These  are  usually  marshy 
places,  and  the  disease  is  most  likely  to  extend  among  cattle  after 
inundations  in  which  presumably  the  water  has  carried  the  infective 
material  about.  In  these  marshy  places,  especially  if  a  chalky  sub- 
stratum keeps  the  earth  more  or  less  alkaline,  there  may  be  a  continual 
growth  of  the  bacillus  and  a  continual  danger  of  propagation. 

Another  example  of  the  propagation  of  a  pathogenic  bacterium  out- 
side the  body  is  afforded  by  Pasteur's  researches  on  chicken  cholera. 
This  disease  of  fowls  is  due  to  the  existence  in  the  blood  of  a  minute 
bacterium  constricted  in  the  middle,  so  that  at  first  it  looks  as  if  formed 
of  two  globular  bodies.  These  organisms  grow  vigorously  in  chicken 
soup  which  has  been  neutralized  and  kept  at  a  proper  temperature 
The  organism  may  bo  propagated  through  several  generations  in  the 
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chicken  soup,  and  is  as  capable  of  producing  the  disease  as  ever.  It  is 
interesting  that  this  disease  is  propagated  not  only  by  inoculation.  If  a 
few  drops  of  the  fluid  in  which  it  has  been  cultivated  l)e  put  on  bread, 
and  this  given  to  fowls,  the  animals  acquire  tlie  disease,  the  organisms 
passing  in  by  the  alimentary  canal.  This  disease  will  occupy  us  again 
in  considering  the  question  of  immunity. 

It  has  been  already  mentioned  that  the  tubercular  BACILLUS  has 
been  cultivated  outside  the  body  through  several  generations,  and  has 
retained  its  virulence  throughout. 

Eegarding  the  existence  of  other  patliogenic  organisms  outside  the 
body,  very  little  is  yet  known.  Most  of  these  have  been  only  recently 
discovered,  and  are  even  now  being  subjected  to  observation.  It  may 
be  said,  however,  that,  as  already  mentioned,  the  malarial  bacillus 
seems  to  exist  in  the  air  of  malarial  districts,  and  is  probaT>ly  propagated 
among  the  decayed  vegetable  substances  there.  A  bacillus  like  that  of 
typhoid  fever  has  been  described  as  having  been  found  in  the  drmkmg 
water  during  an  epidemic  of  tyi^hoid  fever.  (Brautlecht,  Virchow's 
Jrchiv,  vol.  84,  p.  80.) 

(3)  The  question  of  immunity  is  the  next  subject  with  which  we 
are  concerned.  We  have  to  consider  the  fact  that,  under  certam 
circumstances,  an  infective  disease  due  to  the  existence  of  micro- 
organisms will  certainly  reproduce  the  disease  in  one  animal,  and  mil 
not  produce  it  in  another.  -  There  are  different  kinds  of  immunity.  In 
some  cases  there  is  what  may  be  called  a  natural  immumty,  and  m 
others  it  is  acquired  or  induced,  as  when  an  attack  of  small-pox  confers 
immunity  to  a  fresh  attack  of  the  disease.  _ 

In  rec^ard  to  NATURAL  IMMUNITY,  it  seems  that  the  same  micro- 
organisnrwill  propagate  itself  and  produce  its  special  ^i— -e 
kiSd  of  animal  and  not  in  another.  This  has  been  Wght  out  in  a 
very  striking  way  by  Koch  in  his  researches  on  the  septicaemia  of  mice. 
TlS  d^Tase^hich  fs  so  highly  inoculable  in  the  ordinary  house  mice 
is  not  at  all  inoculable  in  the  nearly-allied  field  mouse.  It  is  inoculable 
Tn  the  Lbbit,  but,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards  it  P-I^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
and  the  bacillus  does  not  propagate  m  the  blood,    ^he  anto^^^^^^^ 

.perns  enable  of  propagation  in  every  class  of  animal,  and  we  ha^eseen 
seems  capaDie  oi  p   i  «  ^^^.^  ^^^^^^^^^ 

Z^^SZ^  can  be  inoculated.  Chauveau 

188^71  P  15-26)  has  shown  that  while  ordinary  sheep  are  highl) 


THE  QUESTION  OF  IMMUNITY. 


261 


susceptible,  those  from  Algiers  do  not  usually  acquire  the  disease  from 
a  simple  inoculation  by  a  lancet.  But  when  these  animals  are  inoculated 
Avith  larger  quantities  of  the  virus  they  do  succumb.  It  seems  as  if  they 
could  resist  a  small  number  of  the  bacilli,  but  that  a  larger  number  were 
able  to  obtain  the  upper  hand.  Again,  Pasteur  has  pointed  out  that 
while  in  ordinary  fowls  chicken  cholera  is  highly  inoculable,  yet 
when  inoculated  in  Cochin  China  fowls  it  produces  for  the  most  part 
merely  a  local  inflammation  resulting  in  abscess.  The  micro-organism 
which  produces  the  disease  is  found  in  the  pus,  but  the  pyogenic 
membrane  seems  to  limit  the  inroads  of  the  organism. 

But  even  in  the  same  species  of  animal  there  are  some  individuals 
which  show  the  most  remarkable  resistance  to  the  attacks  of  the  various 
organisms.  In  nearly  all  the  diseases  of  animals  which  have  been  proved 
to  depend  on  micro-organisms,  observation  shows  that,  in  the  course  of 
a  considerable  series  of  experiments,  there  are  some  which  are  proof 
against  the  disease,  or  at  least  do  not  acquire  it  from  the  same  limited 
inoculation  as  the  generality  of  their  kind. 

It  would  seem  from  these  observations  that  the  organisms  are  not 
indifferent  to  the  kind  of  animal  which  forms  their  hosts.  One  form 
Avill  flourish  in  one  kind  of  animal  and  not  in  another.  Besides,  there 
are  individual  peculiarities  among  the  same  species  of  animal  so  that 
one  animal  will  offer  much  greater  resistance  to  infection  than  another. 

These  facts  are  perfectly  consistent  with  what  we  know  in  regard  to 
this  class  of  diseases  in  the  human  subject.  Among  men  there  seem  to 
be  extreme  differences  in  the  degree  of  susceptibility  to  infective  diseases. 
Anthrax  itself  forms  sometimes  in  the  human  subject  a  local  disease 
which  is  recovered  from,  while  in  other  cases  the  bacillus  enters  the 
blood  and  produces  a  fatal  general  disease.  In  the  former  case  the 
bacillus  is  found  in  the  tissues  which  are  the  seat  of  local  inflammation, 
in  the  latter  it  is  present  abundantly  in  the  blood.  We  are  familiar 
also  with  the  fact  that  when  several  persons  are  equally  exposed  to  the 
infection  of  small-pox,  some  may  escape  while  others  acquire  the  disease. 
It  is  known  that  among  savage  tribes  measles  may  present  an  extra- 
ordinary malignancy;  in  this  case  it  may  indeed  be  that  civilized 
nations  have  acquired  a  certain  immunity  rather  than  that  the 
others  have  a  special  predisposition.  A  striking  illustration  of  a 
similar  fact  is  given  by  Grawitz  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vol.  84,  p.  110).  A 
troop  of  Esquimaux  visited  Berlin,  and  some  were  vaccinated  with 
ordinary  vaccine  lymph.  Immediately  afterwards  three  died  of  an  acute 
fever.    Shortly  afterwards  the  remainder  were  vaccinated  in  Paris,  and 
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they  all  perished  of  what  the  Parisian  physicians  called  severe  small-pox. 
Here  again,  it  may  he,  that  the  European  nations  generally  have 
acquired  imnumity  from  the  vaccine  virus. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  question  of  acquired  immunity,  and 
from  what  has  gone  before  it  will  a])pear  that  the  line  between  natuial 
and  acquired  imnumity  can  hardly  Ije  rigidly  drawn.  In  the  case 
of  measles  it  is  well  known  that  a  degree  of  immunity  is  acquired 
l)y  a  single  attack  of  the  disease  against  further  attacks,  hwt  then  it 
appears  that  this  immunity  extends  in  some  degree  to  the  descendants 
of  the  person  attacked,  and  so  in  countries  where  the  disease  is  common 
there  is  not  an  immunity  to  the  disease,  but  certainly  an  immunity  to 
the  more  severe  forms  of  it.  It  is  the  same  Mnth  vaccination.  It 
confers  a  degree  of  immunity  against  small-pox,  and  even  if  this  disease 
occurs  it  is  in  a  milder  form  than  usual.  Without  at  present  attempt- 
ing any  explanation  of  these  facts  we  have  to  refer  in  the  first  place  to 
certain  observations  which  bear  on  the  question  of  immunity. 

In  a  practical  point  of  view  the  protection  afforded  by  vaccination 
against  the  attacks  of  small-pox  is  the  type  of  acquired  immunity. 
It  is  known  that  in  the  lymph  of  small-pox  pustules  as  Avell  as  of  those 
of  vaccinia  there  are  fine  globular  bodies  present,  which  may  be  called 
micrococci,  and  it  has  been  proved  by  experiment  that  the  virus  resides 
in  these  solid  particles,  and  not  dissolved  in  the  fluid  (see  Chauveau's 
researches  confirmed  by  Burdon  Sanderson)  ■  but  the  organisms  have 
not  been  cultivated  apart  from  the  body,  and  it  is  even  possible 
to  suppose  that  they  are  not  organisms  at  all.     While  our  information 
in  regard  to  small-pox  is  thus  limited,  some  recent  researches  on  other 
diseases  by  Pasteur  and  other  French  observers  are  of  great  interest  as 
throwing  light  by  analogy  on  vaccination.    The  aim  in  these  researches 
was  to  obtain  what  may  be  called  a  vaccine  of  certain  diseases,  that  is 
to  say  to  obtain  the  virus  in  a  form  in  which  it  would  produce  the 
disease  in  a  mild  form,  and  yet  be  a  protection  against  the  virulent 

form  of  the  disease. 

Let  us  take  Pasteur's  observations  on  chicken  cholera  to  begm 
with  By  cultivating  the  bacteria  of  this  disease  in  chicken  soup  mth 
exposure  to  the  atmospheric  air  he  found  that  he  could  produce  what 
he  calls  an  attenuation  of  the  virus.  That  is  to  say  by  letting  the  organ- 
isms grow  on  in  the  same  medium  for  several  weeks  or  months  before 
planting  them  in  a  fresh  medium  he  found  that  each  successive  genera- 
tion thus  produced  was  less  virulent  when  inoculated  than  its  pre- 
decessor.    In  fact,  by  varying  the  experiment  it  was  possible"  to 
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procure  viruses  of  Vcarying  degrees  of  intensity.  The  ATTENUATED 
VIRUS  produces  a  local  disorder  rather  than  a  general  one,  the  bacteria 
being  found  in  the  locally  affected  parts.  But  the  disease  exhausts 
itself  locally,  the  micro-organism  being  after  a  time  nullified  by  the 
tissues.  And  now  if  animals  which  have  been  affected  by  the  at- 
tenuated virus  are  inoculated  with  the  virulent  form,  they  do  not 
contract  the  disease,  they  have  acquired  an  immunity  which  lasts  at 
least  a  year. 

Next,  in  regard  to  ANTHRAX,  Pasteur  has  produced  most  striking 
results.  Proceeding  on  the  same  principle  as  in  the  case  of  chicken 
cholera,  his  object  was  by  prolonged  cultivation  of  the  bacillus  with 
exposure  to  the  oxygen  of  the  air  to  obtain  an  attenuated 
condition  of  the  virus.  But  here  a  difficulty  occurred.  We  have 
already  seen  that  when  the  bacillus  anthracis  is  cultivated  it  develops 
threads  and  spores  in  the  course  of  a  comparatively  short  time.  Pasteur 
desired,  however,  to  cultivate  the  organism  in  the  bacillus  form.  This 
was  effected  by  cultivating  it  at  a  comparatively  high  temperature. 
It  is  not  possible  to  grow  it  at  all  at  45°  C,  but  coming  down  to  42°  or 
43°  it  does  grow  but  yields  no  spores.  Thus,  the  bacillus  can  be 
grown  for  days  with  exposure  to  oxygen,  and  as  the  period  extends 
the  virulence  of  the  organism  decreases.  In  this  way  an  attenuated 
virus  can  be  produced,  and  when  this  is  inoculated  in  an  animal  the 
disease  is  acquired  in  a  mild  form,  and  the  animal  possesses  immunity 
from  the  virulent  form  of  it. 

Another  instance  of  acquired  immunity  is  afforded  by  the  experi- 
ments of  Koch.  It  has  been  already  stated  that  the  septicaemia  of 
mice  is  not  communicable  to  rabbits,  but  when  the  blood  of  such  mice 
is  inoculated  into  the  skin  of  rabbits,  it  produces  a  disease  like  erysipe- 
las ;  there  is  an  extending  inflammation  of  the  skin,  which,  however,  is 
recovered  from.  Similarly,  the  cornea  of  rabbits  may  be  inoculated,  with 
the  effect  of  producing  a  spreading  inflammation,  the  inflammation 
in  both  cases  being  accompanied  by  the  growth  of  the  bacillus.  But 
when  the  animal  recovers  it  presents  a  condition  of  immunity  against 
further  inoculation.  It  is  noteworthy  that  this  immunity  does  not  be- 
come complete  all  at  once,  but  takes  in  some  cases  three  or  four  weeks. 

We  have  now  to  endeavour  to  EXPLAIN  THE  DIFFERENT  KINDS  OF 
IMMUNITY.  Here  we  are  met  with  serious  difficulties.  Pasteur  has 
suggested  that  for  the  growth  of  each  micro-organism  there  is  a  certain 
substance  in  the  blood  necessary,  and  when  this  is  exhausted  the  micro- 
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organism  dies,  and  till  that  substance  is  reproduced  there  is  no  longer  any 
possibility  of  its  growth.  There  are  obvious  objections  to  this.  For 
one  thing  the  oi'ganisms  may  be  cultivated  out  of  the  body  in  the  very 
blood  in  which  they  would  not  grow  while  it  was  in  the  living  body. 
Then  such  a  view  will  hardly  explain  the  natural  immunity  whicli 
we  have  seen  to  be  so  closely  allied  to  the  acquired.  We  cannut 
suppose  that  those  who  are  naturally  indisposed  to  these  diseases  ha\  c 
blood  which  is  defective  in  particular  chemical  principles.  That  this  is 
not  the  case  has  been  shown  by  Chauveau,  for  Ife  found  that  the 
Algerine  sheep  which  are  not  affected  by  a  small  dose  of  anthrax  virus 
do  succumb  to  a  larger  dose.  This  points  to  an  unusual  degree  of 
resistance  to  the  virus — the  bacillus  is  nullified  by  the  tissues,  and 
must  attack  in  force  before  it  surmounts  the  opposition.  We  may 
suppose  that  when  an  animal  survives  one  of  these  diseases  it  has  in  its 
struggle  with  it  acquired  an  increased  power  of  resisting  and  destroying 
the  organisms,  and  the  power  lasts  a  longer  or  shorter  period. 

It  should  be  stated  here  that  by  no  means  all  of  these  diseases 
confer  immunity  by  a  single  attack.  Eelapsing  fever  has  been  proved 
experimentally  to  be  capable  of  repetition  again  and  again  in  the  same 
monkey,  and  it  is  well  known  that  ague  repeats  itself  frequently. 
There  are  even  persons  who  are  liable  to  repeated  attacks  of  those 
fevers  which  usually  confer  immunity  by  a  single  attack.  We  find, 
for  instance,  persons  who  take  scarlatina  several  times  during  a  limited 
period. 

The  question  occurs  here,  How  DO  these  organisms  produce 
THEIR  EFFECTS  on  the  living  body  1  It  is  quite  clear  that  some 
of  them  produce  chemical  principles  which  act  injuriously  on  the 
living  tissues.  This  is  abundantly  evident  in  the  case  of  pysemia. 
The  organisms  here  produce  a  necrosis  with  inflammation  around. 
But  neither  the  necrosis  nor  the  inflammation  occurs  in  immediate 
proximity  to  the  bacteria,  and  it  is  clear  that  some  chemical  pro- 
ducts passing  off  from  the  organisms  act  as  violent  irritants.  It  is 
so  also  in  erysipelas.  The  organisms  propagate  themselves  up  the 
lymph  spaces  and  leave  behind  products  which  lead  to  inflammation. 
And  we  may  suppose  it  to  be  the  same  when  the  organisms  multiply  in 
the  blood.  It  is  not  they  themselves  but  the  products  evolved  in  the 
processes  of  multiplication  and  gro^^i^h  that  are  poisonous.  Pasteur 
believes  that  the  drowsiness  which  occurs  in  chicken  cholera  as  due  to 
the  formation  of  a  narcotic  by  the  organism. 
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SARCINA  VENTBICULI. 
We  have  here  to  consider  a  form  of  parasite  whose  position  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom  is  rather  ol)Scure.  This  organism  occurs  in  the  form 
of  minute  cubical  bodies,  each  of  which  is  partially  divided  by  transverse 
grooves  so  as  to  make  the  cube  somewhat  like  a  parcel  tied  with  cross- 
ing cord  (see  Fig.  119).  It  is  as  if 


the  individual  sarcina  were  made 
up  by  the  coalescence  of  four  smal- 
ler bodies,  and  by  some  methods  of 
preparation  the  four  smaller  bodies 
assume  a  more  nearly  globular  form, 
and  so  still  more  suggest  such  an 
origin.  These  bodies  are  found 
mostly  in  the  stomach  where  pro- 
cesses of  fermentation  are  proceed- 
ing. But  they  are  met  with  in 
other  situations  besides.  From  the 
observations  of  Lostorfer  and  Fer- 
rier  it  appears  that  the  sarcina  ap- 
pears spontaneously  in  the  blood 
when  it  is  kept  free  from  contamina- 
tion at  a  certain  temperature.  If,  for  instance,  blood  be  taken  fresh  from 
the  vessels  into  a  capillary  tube,  and  preserved  in  a  water  bath  at  a  tem- 
perature near  that  of  the  body,  in  almost  every  case  sarcinse  will  develop 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  (see  Lostorfer,  Wien.  Med.  Jahrhucher,  1871, 
and  Ferrier,  Brit.  Med.  Jour.,  Jan.  27,  1872).  The  sarcinse  first  appear 
as  minute  glancing  globular  bodies,  and  by  and  by  they  aggregate  into 
the  regular  cubes.  These  cubes  are  much  smaller  than  those  of  the 
sarcinse  found  in  the  stomach,  but  when  placed  in  a  proper  nourishing 
fluid  such  as  Pasteur's  solution,  they  grow  to  the  size  of  these  and 
assume  their  brownish  colour. 

It  thus  appears  that,  in  the  blood  of  man,  and  also,  as  experiment 
has  shown,  in  that  of  animals,  there  are  germs  which  have  the  capability 
of  developing  the  sarcinse.  Occurring  in  the  stomach,  the  germs  are 
probably  derived  from  the  blood,  the  stomach  acting  as  a  breeding  oven. 
This  explains  the  fact  that  sarcinse  are  met  with  elsewhere,  as  in  urine, 
pus  from  cavities,  gangrenous  fluid,  etc. 

The  exact  botanical  relations  of  sarcinse  are  not  determined.  Some 
call  them  algse.  The  fact  of  their  appearing  in  the  blood  first  as  minute 
globular  bodies  suggests  that  they  may  be  allied  to  the  bacteria. 


Fig.  119.— Sarcinfe  ventriculi  (a),  starch  griui- 
iiles  (b),  and  fungus  spores  (c),  from  vomited 
matter,    x  850. 
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PARASITIC  FUNGI. 
The  fungi  are  defined  as  consisting  of  cells  devoid  of  chlorophyll,  and  ■ 
occurring  in  the  form  of  threads  (hyphse)  and  round  or  oval  bodies 
(spores  and  conidia). 

If  the  spores  of  ordinary  penicillium  fall  into  a  fitting  medium  the} 
soon  begin  to  send  out  buds  which  Ijecome  threads.  By  elongation 
and  branching  of  these  threads  (hyphse)  a  network  is  formed,  which 
is  designated  the  mycelium,  and  is  regarded  generally  as  the  root 
structure  of  the  fungus.  Under  favourable  circumstances  upright  stems 
(see  Fig.  120)  arise  from  this  mycelium  which  bear  the  fructification  of 
the  fungus.  These  consist  of  elongated  cells  at  the  extremity  of  which 
rows  of  round  or  oval  bodies  develop  in  a  pencil-like  fashion,  as  seen 

in  Fig.  120.  This  ap- 
pearance has  caused 
this  form  of  common 
mould  to  be  called  peni- 
cillium. These  round 
or  oval  bodies  are 
spores,  and  each  of 
them  when  carried  off 
from  the  fungus  is  cap- 
able of  giving  rise  to  a 
fresh  plant.  It  is  as- 
serted that  in  addition 
to  this  mode  of  fructi- 
fication which  is  non- 


Fig.  120.—  Aerial  growth  of  penicillmm. 


sexual,  there  is,  probably  in  the  case  of  all  fungi,  a  sexual  fructification, 
and  much  speculation  has  arisen  as  to  the  powers  of  the  spores  thus 
variously  produced.  These  speculations  do  not  concern  us  here,  but  it 
may  be  observed  that  so  long  as  the  sexual  fructification  is  not  deter- 
mined the  exact  generic  and  specific  relations  of  the  individual  fungi 
must  remain  obscure. 

The  mode  of  production  of  spores  figured  above  occurs  when  the 
fungus  is  able  to  send  shoots  up  into  the  air ;  it  is  an  aerial  production 
as  distinguished  from  the  mycehum  which  is  in  the  soil.  But  a  process 
in  some  respects  similar  often  takes  place  in  the  soil  itself.  This  is 
shown  in  the  case  of  the  same  fungus  in  Fig.  121,  where  it  is  seen 
that  instead  of  forming  elongated  threads  the  cells  are  dividing  into 
oval  bodies.    In  many  of  these  the  hour-glass  shape  indicates  the  pro- 
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cess  of  division  actually  in  progress.  In  this  way  spores  may  be  pro- 
duced which  are  here  called  conidia.  It  is  clear  that  this  also  is  a 
non-sexual  reproduction, 


and  that  it  is  strictly 
comparable  with  the 
aerial  reproduction  al- 
ready mentioned.  In 
fact  the  spores  produced 

in  the  latter  way  are  also        ^.^  i21.-Porniation  of  conidia  in  submerged  portion  of 

frequently  called  conidia.  peniciiiium. 

It  is  to  be  remarked  further  that,  with*  almost  no  attempt  to  produce 
threads,  the  spores  or  conidia  may  multiply  in  the  medium  which  forms 
their  soil,  and  so  we  may  have  masses  of  spores  or  conidia  and  httle 
else.  This  is  the  condition  of  the  yeast  fungus,  the  torula  cerevisise, 
and  we  often  find  multiplying  spores  of  fungi  in  the  contents  of  the 
stomach,  as  in  Fig.  119. 

In  their  pathological  relations  fungi  are  of  much  less  consequence 
than  the  schizomycetae,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  capable,  to 
any  considerable  extent,  of  producing  chemical  principles  that  are 
seriously  injurious  to  the  animal  tissues.  There  are  some  diseases 
in  which  the  existence  of  fungi  in  the  body  is  rather  to  be  regarded  as 
secondary,  the  primary  diseased  condition  providing  a  fitting  soil  for 
the  groAvth  of  the  fungus,  but  there  are  other  conditions  in  which  they 
act  injuriously  by  their  presence  and  growth. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  inquire  whether  FUNGI,  like  the  bacteria,  are 
divisible  into  PATHOGENIC  AND  INNOCUOUS  forms.  In  answer  to  this,  it 
may  be  said  that  there  appear  to  be  no  fungi  capable  of  actually  multi- 
plying in  the  body,  but  there  are  some  which  possess  the  capability  of 
growing  there.  Most  fungi,  when  the  spores  are  injected  into  the 
blood,  simply  die  and  are  destroyed,  but  according  to  the  researches  of 
Grohe,  Block,  and  Grawitz  (Virchow's  Archiv,  vols.  81  and  84)  there 
are  some  which  may  survive  and  grow  inside  the  body.  When  spores 
of  such  pathogenic  fungi  are  introduced  into  the  blood,  they  pass  to 
various  parts  of  the  body,  where  they  bud  out  and  grow,  by  their 
growth  producing  numerous  local  necroses  which  may  cause  death 
in  three  days,  or  an  inflammation  which  may  lead  to  the  death  of  the 
fungus  and  the  formation  of  a  capsule  around  it.  In  the  illustrations 
to  Grawitz's  paper,  the  condition  presented  to  the  naked  eye  by  the 
kidneys  is  shown,  and  the  resemblance  of  the  multiple  necroses  to 
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metastatic  abscesses  in  pyaimia  is  very  sti'iking.  In  each  of  these 
a  growing  fungus  is  to  he  found,  as  shown  in  Fig.  122,  but  it  does  not 
go  on  to  the  formation  of  spores.    If  a  piece  of  the  tissue  be  used, 


1 


Via  199  —Fundus  tn-owth  in  kidney.  To  the  left  of  the  figure  the  kidney  tissue  has 
been  cleared  up  by  adding  solution  of  soda  so  as  to  bring  out  the  fungus  (aspergillus). 
Fat  drops  and  crystals  of  tyrosin  are  present,  but  no  spores.  (Gbawitz.) 


however,  the  fungus  may  be  cultivated  outside  the  body  in  a  suitable 
medium,  and  it  goes  on  to  the  production  of  spores  in  the  usual 
fashion. 

The  question  occurs  here.  Are  there  certain  species  of  fungi  which 
have  this  special  character,  or  are  the  ordinary  fungi  capable  of  becom- 
ing pathogenic  1  This  question  has  been  answered  in  the  latter  sense 
by  Grawitz.  He  asserts  that  the  ordinary  mould  fungi,  by  being  culti- 
vated through  several  generations  in  alkaline  solutions  of  albumen,  at  a 
temperature  of  38°  to  40°  C,  acquire  virulent  properties  as  above.  Con- 
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siderablc  doul.t  has  been  thrown  on  these  conchisions  by  the  researches 
of  Kocli  and  his  assistants.  They  have  found  that  the  spores  of  the 
aspero-iUus  glaucus,  ivithout  any  cultivation  in  animal  fluids,  are 
ahva^s  pathogenic,  and  they  seem  to  assert  that  in  the  experiments  of 
Gra\vitz  there  has  been  a  contamination  with  the  spores  of  this  common 
fungus.  We  are  to  infer,  therefore,  that  there  are  some  fungi  which 
are^naturally  able  to  resist  the  action  of  the  living  tissues,  and  grow  in 
spite  of  them. 

The  MADURA  FOOT  is  a  disease  which  occurs  in  the  East,  and  whose 
relations  to  fungi  have  been  investigated  by  Vandyke  Carter.  In 
this  disease  a  fungus,  called  in  honour  of ^  its  discoverer  Chionyphe 
Carteri,  penetrates  into  the  substance  of  the  foot,  producing  canals  and 
cavities  among  the  soft  structures  and  the  bones,  and  giving  rise^  to 
severe  inflammations.  In  the  cavities  and  canals  are  masses  of  fungi  of 
a  blackish  colour  and  forming  frequent  balls.  The  canals  open  exter- 
nally and  discharge  a  foetid  pus  containing  spores  and  threads  of  the 
fungus.  There  is  great  thickening  and  an  appearance  resembling  that 
of  scrofulous  disease,  and  the  condition  is  a  chronic  one  for  which 
amputation  must  frequently  be  performed. 

In  a  considerable  number  of  cases  a  fungus  has  been  found  IN  THE 
EAR.  It  has  its  seat  in  the  external  meatus  and  on  the  membrana 
tympani,  where  it  is  accompanied  by  desquamation  of  the  epithelium 
and  other  signs  of  inflammation.  It  is  noteworthy  here,  in  connection 
with  Avhat  has  gone  before,  that  the  fungus  met  with  seems  always  an 
aspergillus,  although  spores  of  penicillium  are  as  abundant  in  the  air,  and 
the  two  fungi  are  usually  associated  in  mould.  Fungi  have  also  been 
met  with  in  cavities  of  the  lungs,  on  ulcers  of  the  skin,  etc. 

Fungi  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  skin,  and  there  are  three 
forms  of  skin  disease  which  are  always  associated  with  the  presence 
of  these  parasites,  namely  Eingworm,  Pityriasis  versicolor,  and  Favus. 
In  all  of  these  the  fungus  appears  in  the  form  of  multiplying  spores  or 
conidia,  with  irregular  production  of  mycelium,  but  there  is  no  proper 
fructification,  the  nearest  approach  to  that  being  in  the  case  of  pity- 
riasis versicolor.  The  consideration  of  these  fungi  will  come  up  for 
more  particular  study  under  the  section  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  We 
have  here  to  refer  to  the  general  conditions  which  they  present.  The 
fungus  gi'ows  chiefly  among  the  epidermic  elements,  spores  and  mycel- 
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ium  penetrating  among  the  cells  and  displacing  or  Itreaking  up  the 
structures  such  as  the  hairs,  etc.  (Fig.  123).    It  is  usual  to  describe  the 


Fig.  123.— Hair  from  a  case  of  ringworm,  showing  fungus  penetrating  and  breaking  up 
the  shaft,    x  350. 

fungi  of  these  three  diseases  as  different,  and  they  are  named  Achorion 
Schoenleinii  (favus),  Trichophyton  tonsurans  (ringworm),  and  Micro- 
poron  furfuri  (pityriasis  versicolor).  Doubts  have  been  raised,  however, 
chiefly  at  the  suggestion  of  Hebra,  whether  the  fungus  is  not  identical 
in  all  the  three,  and  Avhether  it  is  not  one  of  the  common  moulds  occur- 
ring in  a  special  form  and  locality.  It  might  appear  that  such  a  ques- 
tion would  be  easy  of  answer  by  means  of  observation  of  the  fungus 
and  its  cultivation.    But  there  are  two  difficulties  which  are  encounter£d 
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here.  In  the  first  place,  as  the  fungus  only  occurs  in  the  form  of  multi- 
plying spores  and  irregular  threads,  the  fructification  is  not  mamfested, 
and  the  classification  of  fungi,  as  we  know,  is  based  on  the  fructifica- 
tion Then  in  the  second  place,  the  cultivation  of  the  fungus  has,  m 
the  hands  of  different  observers,  led  to  apparently  contradictory  results. 
Almost  all  the  commoner  moulds  have  been  developed  from  the  products 
of  these  diseases,  and  considering  the  wide  prevalence  of  the  spores  of 
fungi  in  the  air,  and  the 
probability  that  many 
such  spores  are  con- 
tinuall}-  falling  on  the 
skin,  it  is  difficult  to 
be  certain  that  acciden- 
tal contamination  has 
not  occurred. 

In  the  mouth,  fungi 
are  frequently  to  be 
found.  The  white  ma- 
terial which  lies  in  the 
angle  between  the  teeth 
and  the  gums  always 
contains  multitudinous 
threads  of  a  fungus  or 
schizomyceta,  called 
Leptothrix  buccalis 
(see  Fig.  124).  This  oc- 
curs in  the  form  of  fine 
threads  which  often 
hang  together  in  bun- 
ches. It  has  been  as- 
serted by  Leber  and 
Eottenstein  that  this 


Kottenstem  that  this  V\' f>y/e£sJ^^y  69:!<&^$^/\^  ■}X^E'-^ 
organism,  by  penetrat-  ~--7'^y^?<^ij-^.>^ 


Fig.  124.— Leptothrix  buccalis  from  the  gums  at  edges  of  teeth, 
a,  the  filaments  separated  ;  b,  masses  of  filaments     x  350. 


ing  into  the  teeth  pro- 
duces caries ;  but,  con- 
sidering its  universal 

presence     m     contact     pig.  125.— Oidium  albicans,  from  the  mouth  in  a  case  of  thrush. 

with  the  teeth,  this 

seems  doubtful.  There  is  one  circumstance  which,  however,  is  in  favour 
of  this  view,  namely,  that  the  organism  seems  to  aggregate  lime  salts  in 
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its  nutritive  i)roccsses.  It  usually  attracts  the  lime  from  the  food,  and 
forms  with  other  matters  the  so-called  "  tartar  "  on  the  teeth,  l)ut  it  j  - 
conceivable  that  it  may  acquire  lime  from  the  teeth,  and  so  produci 
softening  of  them  and  caries. 

There  is  a  disease  of  the  mouth  called  commonly  thrush,  depend- 
ent on  a  fungus,  the  oidium  albicans.  Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
parasitic  skin  diseases,  the  fungus  grows  among  the  epithelial  cells, 
detaching  them  from  one  another,  but  binding  them  together  into  a  kind 
of  soft  membrane  (Fig.  125).  The  so-called  aphthous  condition  arising 
in  this  way  does  not  develop  in  healthy  persons,  but  is  met  with  chiefij- 
in  emaciated  children,  or  in  adults  whose  health  has  been  depreciated 
by  tuberculosis,  typhus  fever,  etc.  The  fungus  may  extend  to  oesopli- 
agus,  stomach,  etc.,  producing  the  same  aphthous  patches. 


B.— ANIMAL  PARASITES. 


The  Animal  Parasites  are  divisible  into  two  groups  according  as  the}- 
live  inside  the  body  (the  entozoa),  or  on  the  surface  (the  epizoa).  The 
entozoa  are  all  included  among  the  worms,  and  are  met  with  in  the 
alimentary  canal  and  in  the  tissues. 

ENTOZOA  OR  INTERNAL  PARASITES. 

(1)  Trematoda. — We  have  here  an  order  of  flat-worms  of  a  more 
or  less  oval  form,  and  many  of  them  somewhat  in  the  form  of  a  leaf. 
They  possess,  on  the  ventral  surface,  one  or  more  sucking  discs  by 
which  they  attach  themselves.  They  have  only  one  opening  of  the 
alimentary  canal  which  is  generally  forked.  These  worms  are  com- 
monly called  flukes  from  the  resemblance  in  shape  of  the  commonest 
of  them  to  the  fish  of  that  name. 

The  DISTOMA  HEPATICUM  is  the  commonest  worm  of  this  order.  As 
the  name  imphes,  it  is  met  with  in  the  liver  where  it  inhabits  the  bile 
ducts.  The  liver  fluke  is  generally  about  an  inch  in  length  (Fig.  126) 
and  rather  more  than  half  an  inch  in  greatest  breadth.  The  body  is 
very  flat,  and  anteriorly  it  ends  in  an  elongated  process,  forming  a  kmd 
of  head.    This  head  bears  the  mouth,  and  a  short  distance  behmd  it 
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Fig.  120.  — Dis- 
toma  hepaticum. 

(LliUCKART.) 


comes  the  sucking  disc.    Between  these  hes  the  opening  of  the  sexual 
apparatus,  of  which  both  male  and  female  organs  exist  in  each  individual. 
The  uterus  forms  a  convoluted  tube  behind  the  sexual 
opening,  and  the  seminal  tubules  lie  still  further  back. 
This  parasite  is  very  common  in  certain  of  the  lower 
animals,  especially  sheep.    It  occurs  in  enormous  num- 
bers in  the  bile  ducts,  which  are  dilated  by  it  but  not 
otherwise  strikingly  altered.     As  many  as  1,000  have 
been  obtained  from  a  single  sheep.    It  produces  in  sheep 
the  disease  called  commonly  the  rot,  which  in  some  years 
is  very  fatal.    It  is  said  that  in  1830-31  between  one  and 
two  milhon  sheep  perished  from  it.    It  occurs  also  in 
oxen,  where  it  j)roduces  more  considerable  alterations  of 
the  ducts.    These  become  greatly  dilated,  thickened  by 
inflammation,  and  incrusted  with  lime.     It  sometimes 
happens  that  masses  of  inspissated  bile  and  lime  salts  form  in  the  liver 
where  the  flukes  are  jjresent.    It  is  probable  that 
in  these  cases  many  of  the  j)arasites  have  died  and 
become  themselves  the  seat  of  incrustation.  This 
fluke  has  also  been  met  with  in  horses  and  asses, 
and  in  some  rare  cases  in  man.    In  man  it  has  not 
been  observed  in  large  numbers,  but  it  may  produce 
serious  obstruction  of  the  bile  ducts. 

The  eggs  of  this  parasite  are  small  oval  bodies, 
which,  in  water,  develop  into  embryoes  which  swim 
about  by  the  aid  of  ciha.  Their  further  development 
is  unknown,  and  also  the  form  in  which  they  pass 
into  the  animal  which  becomes  the  host  of  the  adult. 

The  DISTOMA  SINENSE  is  a  parasite  met  with  in 
the  East,  and  described  by  M'Connell  in  the  Lancet 
in  1875,  and  independently  by  Macgregor  in  the 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal  in  1877.  Although  a  much 
smaller  worm  it  is  of  a  more  elongated  shape  than 
the  distoma  hepaticum,  as  will  be  seen  from  Fig. 
127.  It  is  rather  more  than  half  an  inch  in  length, 
and  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  greatest  breadth. 
When  seen  in  the  bile  in  the  fresh  state,  the  edges 
show  a  beautiful  delicate  green  colour,  tinged  with 
yellow,  while  the  centre  is  of  a  deep  brown.  In  the 
accompanying  figure  the  position  and  ajDpearances 

s 


—Distoma  si- 
neiise,  a,  cesophagus  and 
stomach  tubes;  6,  uterus; 
c,  yolk  glands ;  d,  ovary  ; 
e,  testes  ;  ./;  termination 
of  water  vascular  system. 
X  0.  (After  Macoregor.) 
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of  the  vario\is  organs  are  indicated.    The  eggs  are  very  small,  and  each 
animal  possesses  thousands. 

This  parasite  has  only  hitherto  been  observed  in  man,  and  is  found  in 
very  large  numbers— not  less  than  500,  probably  more— in  the  ducts  of 
the  liver  and  in  the  gall  bladder.  In  Dr.  Macgregor's  cases  the  persons 
affected  with  the  parasites  were  Chinese,  and  they  were  the  victims  of  a 
peculiar  paralysis  of  the  legs  and  arms.  Dr.  M'Connell's  case  was  als.. 
in  a  Chinaman. 

The  DISTOMA  LANCEOLATUM  is  another  form  of  fluke.  It  is  less  than 
three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  length,  and  about  the  fifteenth  of  an  inch  in 
breadth.  It  is  seldom  seen  in  man,  and  occurs  in  comparatively  small 
numbers  in  sheep  and  cattle,  producing  little  disturbance. 

The  DISTOMA  H^MATOBIUM,  also  called  the  Bilharzia  hsematobia,  has 
the  male  and  female  organs  in  different  individuals.  The  male  is  about 
half  an  inch  in  length,  and  flat,  but  rolled  up  at  the  edges,  especially 
behind,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  gutter  in  which  the  female  lodges.  The 
female  is  about  a  half  longer,  but  fihform.  The  eggs  are  small  and 
furnished  with  a  spine  at  the  end  or  at  the  side. 

The  parasite  inhabits  the  blood-vessels  of  its  host,  chiefly  the  porta 
vein  the  splenic  and  mesenteric  veins,  and  those  of  the  rectum  and 
bladder  The  penetration  of  the  eggs  in  large  numbers  into  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  rectum  and  urinary  bladder  produces  great  irritation, 
and  frequently  hemorrhage.  Similar  irritation  may  be  produced  m  the 
pelvis  of  the  kidney  and  ureters.  This  parasite  is  met  with  almos 
solely  in  Egypt  and  Abyssinia,  and  it  is  said  that  in  Egypt  about  half 
the  natives  are  ^dctims  of  it. 

(2)  Cestoda  or  TAPE-W0RMS.-These  are  in  the  mature  state  long 
flat  worms,  without  mouth  or  alimentary  canal.  Anteriorly  there  is  a 
HEArfurnished  with  some  apparatus  for  attaching  itself  to  the  host 
Behind  the  head  and  neck  the  worm  forms  a  series  of  segments  called 
PROGLOTTIDES,  each  of  which  develops  abi-sexual  apparatus  and  is,  so  far, 
I  complete  individual.  The  adult  worm  or  strobilus  is  therefore  a  colony 
of  iiKl  viduals  The  worm  inhabits  the  alimentary  canal  and  apparently 
o  cu^^^^^^^^^  vertebrate  animals.  Besides  this  adult  form  there  is  an 
Lterldiate  immature  form,  called  the  SCOLEX,  .^ich  occurs  m  the 
"of  animals.    The  scolex  has  a  head  like  that  of  the  mature  worm, 

rd  lerally  possesses  a  sac  or  cyst  into  which  It  can  retu^^^ 

There  are  repre-ntatives  of  two  families  of  tins  parasite  met  .ath  m 

man,  namely  the  Tenia  and  Bothriocephalus. 
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The  T.ENIA  SOLIUM  is  of  very  common  occurrence  in  this  country. 
The  strobikis  or  mature  worm  occurs  in  the  alimentary  canal,  and.  the 
head  is  usually  situated  in  the  duodenum  or  upper  part  of  the  jejunum, 
while  the  rest  of  the  animal  extends  downwards  in  the  canal,  attaining 
on  an  average  a  length  of  from  ten  to  twelve 
feet.  As  already  mentioned,  this,  like  other 
tapeworms,  has  no  alimentary  canal,  and  sup- 
ports itself  by  imbibition  of  nutritious  material 
from  the  intestine. 

The  head  of  the  worm,  which  is  represented 
in  Fig.  128,  is  about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head, 
and  of  a  generally  rounded  form.     In  front 
it  is  i^rolonged  so  as  to  form  a  proboscis  or 
rostellum,  which  is  siuTOundecl  by  a  circle  of 
twenty-six  booklets.     The  wide  part  of  the 
head  has  four  large  sucking  discs.     On  the 
head  follows  a  narrow    neck,   which    is  so 
thin  that  it  readily  breaks  when  the  worm  is 
handled,  rendering  it  difficult  to  obtain  the  small 
head.    The  proper  neck  is  about  half  an  inch  in 
length,  and  it  gradually  merges  in  the  anterior 
part  of  the  body  in  which  fine  transverse  lines 
begin  to  appear  as  the  first  indication  of  the  formation  of  segments. 
On  jaassing  down,  the  worm  increases  in  breadth,  while  the  segments 
elongate  and  become  more  completely 
divided.     At  first  the  segments  or 
proglottides  are  homogeneous  in  ap- 
pearance, but  by  and  by  the  sexual 
apparatus  begins  to  appear.    The  total 
number  of  segments  in  a  worm  ten 
feet  in  length  is  about  800.    The  sex- 
ual apparatus  begins  to  appear  about 
the  200th  segment  from  the  front,  and 
is  mature  about  the  450th  ;  it  consists 
of  the  male  and  female  organs  which 
are  present  in  each  segment.  The 
male  organs  consist  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  vesicles  scattered  throughout 
the  segment,  as  shown  in  Fig.  ]  29,  but  more  abundant  anteriorly,  as 
the  female  organs  occupy  the  space  behind.    The  vesicles  are  connected 


Fig.  128.— Head  of  T.  solium. 
X  45.  (Leuckakt.) 


Fig.  129.-  Unripe  proglottis  of  T.  solium 
showing  sexual  organs.  The  small  vesicles 
scattered  throughout  are  the  male  organs. 
The  other  structures  shown  are  seminal  tubes, 
vagina,  globular  body,  yolk  body,  ovaries, 
and  unbranched  uterus,  x  10.  (Leuckart.) 
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Fig.  130.— The  globu- 
lar body,  or  Mellis's 
body  aud  its  connec- 
tious.  See  text,  x  30 
(Leuckaet.) 


with  fine  seminal  tubules  which  are  difficult  to  make  out,  and  are  shown 
in  the  figure  as  fine  branching  lines.  These  end  in  a  slightly  convoluted 
tube,  the  vas  deferens  which  is  generally  very  distinct,  and  this  passes 
across  the  segment  to  the  papilla,  a  slight  projection  at  the  side  of  the 
segment  into  which  the  male  and  female  sexual  organs  open.  At  the 
papilla  the  vas  deferens  ends  in  a  projectile  penis  which  is  capable  of 
passing  into  the  extremity  of  the  female  organ,  the  first  part  of  which 
is  called  the  vagina. 

The  vagina  forms  a  canal  which  passes  transversely  across  the  segment 
towards  the  middle  line  and  tends  also  backwards, 
to  end  in  a  somewhat  globular  dilatation,  sometimes 
called  the  globular  body.    The  connections  of  this 
body  are  difficult  to  make  out,  but  they  may  be 
stated  as  follows,  and  understood  by  the  annexed 
Figs.  129  and  130.    In  the  posterior  part  of  the 
segment  as  shown  in  Fig.  129  are  seen  on  either  side 
the  comparatively  large  ovaries,  forming  tree-like 
expansions,  consisting  of  a  congeries  of  closed  tubes. 
The  ovaries  have  ducts  which  pass  into  the  globular 
body.   Behind  the  ovaries  and  the  globular  body  is  the  yolk  gland 
which  is  of  a  somewhat  pyramidal  shape  and  spread  out  laterally. 
This   also  communicates  with   the   globular  body  in  front  of  it. 
Besides  these  communications  the  globular  body,  which  is  thus  the 
central  part  of  the  female  organs,  communicates  with  the  uterus 
in  front.      At  this  period  of  maturity  the  uterus  consists  of  a 
simple  tube  extending  longitudinally  in  the  middle  of  the  segment 
(see  Fig.  129).    It  will  thus  be  observed  (Fig.  130)  that  the  globular 
body  has  communication  with  four  distinct  structures,  a  with  the  yolk- 
sac,  b  with  the  ovaries,  c  with  the  vagina,  and  d 
with  the  uterus.    The  eggs  pass  from  the  ovaries 
first  into  the  globular  body,  where  they  receive 
a  covering  of  yolk,  are  fertihzed,  and  undergo 
the  beginning  of  their  development.    Then  they 


pass  into  the  uterus,  which  they  fill  up.   As  the 
ova  accumulate  in  the  uterus,  this  begins  to 
throw  out  lateral  branches  to  the  number  of  seven 
.J!Sn,'^o^t^^  to  ten  (see  Fig.  131).   The  lateral  branches  often 
^-  show  considerable  ramifications,  in  this  respect 


In 


and  in  their  number  contrasting  with  those  of  the  next  tape-worm, 
the  fully  mature  proglottis  only  the  uterus  crowded  with  ova  is  ^asible. 
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the  remaining  organs  having  disappeared  (see  Fig.  132).  The  prominent 
ova  often  make  the  position  and  shape  of  the  uterus  very  distinct, 
especially  if  the  proglottis  be  spread  out  on  a  glass  slide  and  allowed 
to  dry. 

Besides  the  sexual  organs  the  proglottides  possess  muscular  fibres, 
and  a  water-vascular  system.  The  muscle  is  non-striated 
and  consists  of  longitudinal  and  transverse  bundles.  The 
water-vascular  or  excretory  systems  (shown  in  Figs.  129 
and  131)  is  in  the  form  of  tolerably  wide  channels, 
which  begin  at  the  head  and  are  continued  through  the 
proglottides  by  two  lateral  channels  right  down  to  the 
last,  where  they  open  outwards.  Near  the  posterior  ex- 
tremity of  each  proglottis  the  tubes  form  transverse 
communications  (see  figures).  It  is  possible  to  inject 
these  tubes  from  above  do"vvnwards,  but  not  from  below 
upwards.  In  addition,  the  proglottides,  as  well  as  the 
head  of  the  worm,  possess  numerous  round  or  oval  cal- 
careous bodies,  which  are  mainly  in  the  superficial  layers 
of  the  parenchyma. 

As  the  proglottides  become  mature  they  sever  their 
connection  with  the  worm  and  drop  off  from  its  lower  132. -Two 

extremity  one  by  one.  They  pass  down  the  alimentary  soUum"^j4th 
canal,  and  are  discharged  with  the  faeces,  or  else  work  ^^^J^f  °xi*'™' 
their  way  out  through  the  anus  by  virtue  of  their  contrac-  (Leuckart.) 
tile  power.  For  a  short  time  after  discharge  they  still  show  a  writhing 
movement,  but  they  soon  come  to  rest  and  die.  By  the  decomposition 
of  the  proglottis  the  ova  are  set  free  and  are  ready  under  suitable  cir- 
cumstances to  develop  further. 

It  is  mostly  in  the  bodies  of  swine  that  the  taenia  solium  passes 
through  the  next  phase  of  its  development, 
although  sometimes  it  occurs  in  man.  It  is 
exceedingly  doubtful  whether  a  man  Avho  is 
the  host  of  a  mature  tape-worm  can  be  affected 
from  it  with  the  form  now  to  be  described. 

The  ova  (Fig.  133)  are  surrounded  by  a 
dense  shell  of  a  brownish  colour.  Inside  the 
shell  the  egg  develops  an  embryo  which  ac- 
quires six  boring  spines.  When  such  ova  get 
into  the  intestinal  canal  of  the  pig,  the  shell  bursts,  and  the  embryo 
with  its  spines  escapes.    It  proceeds  to  bore  its  way  outwards,  and 


Fig.  133. — Ova  of  T.  solium. 
a  with  yolk,  h  without  yolk,  as 
in  mature  segments.  The  h.ard 
brown  shell  is  indicated.  (Leu- 

CKART.) 
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after  piercing  the  alimentary  canal  it  finds  its  way  to  the  muscles  of 
the  animal  where  it  finds  a  lodgement. 

Arrived  in  its  desired  seat,  the  erahryo  comes  to  a  state  of  rest,  and 
after  a  time  develops  into  a  vesicle  or  cyst,  which  afterwards  forms 

the  proper  CYSTICEIICUS. 
The  appearance  of  these 
cysticerci  in  the  muscu- 
lar tissue  is  shown  in 
Fig.  134,  which  is  drawn 
of  the  natural  size.  The 
complete  cysticercus  or 
scolex  has  a  head  de- 
veloped in  connection 
with  the  vesicle,  which 
closely  resembles  the 
head  of  the  mature  worm 
(Fig.  135),  and  we  have  now  to  consider  how  this  head  forms.  The  ob- 
servations of  Leuckart  and  others  have  thrown  much  light  on  this,  as 


Fig.  134. — Cy.sticei-oi  of  faeiiia  solium  in  muscle, 
size.  (Leuckabt.) 


Natural 


Fig.  185.— Head  of  cysticercus  cellulosse  found  in  siibstance  of  brain,    x  90. 

they  are  based  on  actual  experiments  in  which  swine  were  fed  Avith 
the  ova. 

We  have  seen  that  in  the  muscle  a  vesicle  or  cyst  is  formed.  After 
a  time  a  sHght  thickening  of  the  wall  of  the  cyst  appears.  This  grows 
inwards  into  the  cyst,  carrying  with  it,  however,  the  external  wall,  so 
that  the  projection  inwards  is  hollow  with  an  internal  canal  continuous 
with  the  surface  of  the  cyst,  and  so  opens  externally ;  this  is  shown  in 
Fig.  136,  where  a  portion  of  the  wall  of  the  cyst  is  preserved,  and  the 


TAPE-WORMS. 


279 


Fig.  136.--Cysticercus 
with  beginning  of  de- 
velopment of  head.  A 
portion  of  the  original 
oyst  is  shown  with  the 
projection  inwards  of  a 
ho)low  process  which 
communicates  extern- 
ally. x25.  (Leuckakt.) 


projection  is  shown  with  its  internal  cavity  communicating  with  the 
surface  of  the  cyst.   This  projection  enlarges,  and  by  and  by  the  pecuhar 
structures  of  the  head,  namely,  the  four  sucking 
discs  and  the  hooklets,  show  themselves.  But  these 
are  formed  inside  the  canal,  near  its  extremity,  and 
they  are  in  an  inverted  position  as  compared  with 
that  of  the  mature  tapeworm.    The  head  with  its 
hooklets  are  thus  at  the  bottom  of  the  canal,  and 
the  four  suckers,  looking  towards  each  other,  follow. 
After  a  time  the  head  acquires  the  power  of  invert- 
ing itself  outwards,  and  thus  projecting  from  the 
vesicle,  or  again  withdrawing  itself  within  the  vesicle 
as  before.  This  is  effected  by  means  of  muscular 
fibres.    For  the  completion  of  this  phase  of  development  a  period  of 
from  three  to  four  months  is  required  from  the  time  of  the  ova  being 
taken  into  the  alimentary  canal. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  this  scolex  of  the  taenia  solium  develops 
in  the  human  subject,  and  then  it  is  often  spoken  of  as  the  CYSTICERCUS 
CELLULOSiE.    It  occurs  chiefly  in  the  brain,  in  the  eyeball,  and  in  muscle. 
It  is  to  be  remarked  that  in  rare  cases  the  scolex  assumes  in  the  brain  a 
very  pecuhar  character.    The  cyst,  developing  in  the  membranes  on 
.  the  surface  of  the  brain,  presents  pouches  and  swellings  which  give  it 
somewhat  the  character  of  a  bunch  of  grapes,  and  so  has  given  rise  to 
the  designation  cysticercus  racemosus.    The  cysticercus  is  usually  sur- 
rounded by  a  connective-tissue  capsule  which  is  produced  from  the 
surrounding  tissue  and 
encloses  both  cyst  and 
head,  but  not  infrequent- 
ly, especially  in  the  brain 
and  eyeball,  it  is  devoid 
of  this  secondary  capsule. 
In  that  case  the  vesicle 
sometimes  grows  to  con- 
siderable dimensions, 
and  the  head  is  able  to 
protrude  itself  and  move 
about  in  various  direc- 
tions,   perhaps    in    the     Fig.  137.— Hooks  from  head  of  cysticercus  cellulosfti.  x350. 

ventricle  of  the  brain  or  the  eyeball.  In  these  parts  the  scolex  may 
produce  considerable  disturbances. 
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Although  capable  of  a  considerable  duration  of  life,  after  a  time  the 
scolex  usually  dies,  and  then  it  shrinks  and  becomes,  prol)ably,  in- 
crusted  with  lime  salts.  The  hooklets  are  the  most  resistant  parts,  and 
it  is  of  some  consequence  to  observe  the  size  and  general  appearance 
of  these.  In  Fig.  137  are  represented  the  hooklets  of  this  worm, 
magnified  350  times.  They  are  to  be  contrasted  with  those  of  th(; 
ttenia  echinococcus  (Fig.  138),  which  are  magnified  to  the  same  extent. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  taenia 


solium   there   are  two 
hooklets,  a  larger  and 
and  by  comparison 
it  will  be  seen  that 


sizes  of 
smaller, 
135 
these  are 


with  Fig, 


arranged 


Fig. 
X350. 


138.— Hooks  from  taenia  echinococcus. 


alternately  around  the 
rostellum.  In  this  as  in  other 
respects,  the  heads  of  the  scolex  and 
of  the  mature  worm  are  identical. 

We  have  now  to  trace  the  fur- 
ther progress  of  development  where 
living  scolices  are  taken  into  the  alimentary  canal  of  man.  In  the  first 
place,  the  vesicle  and  everything  but  the  head  and  neck  are  lost,  and  we 

have  a  small  creature  which  has  con- 
siderable power  of  elongating  and 
moving  about  its  suckers,  as  shown 
in  Fig.  139.  The  head  now  fixes 
itself  to  the  wall  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  and  the  body  begins  to  develop 
from  its  posterior  extremity.  It  takes 

fov^etSentttSst^^un^l^ih^  eleven  or  twelve  weeks  for  the  worm 

ments  of  its  suckers,  etc.   x25.  (Ledckart.)      assume  its  full  dimensions,  and  at 

the  end  of  that  time  it  begins  to  show  proglottides.  The  worm  is  of 
tolerably  long  life,  and  may  inhabit  the  intestine  of  its  host  for  many 
years.  It  not  infrequently  happens  that  several  co-exist  in  the  same 
person ;  as  many  as  30  or  40  have  been  observed. 

The  T.ENIA  MEDIOCANELLATA  may  be  dismissed  much  more  shortly 
as  the  various  stages  in  its  development  and  its  structure  are,  in  most 
respects,  essentially  like  those  of  the  taenia  sohum.  Leuckart  calls  tliis 
tape-worm  the  T^NIA  SAGINATA. 

The  strobilus  is  a  larger  worm  than  the  taenia  solium,  measuring  from 
about  thirteen  feet  in  the  contracted  state  to  about  twenty-four  feet  when 
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extended.  Fig.  140  shows  the  head  and  neck  of  this  worm  in  the  con- 
tracted and  relaxed  conditions.  The  difference  in  length  and  breadth 
is  very  striking.  The  head  has  no 
rostellum  or  circle  of  hooks,  but  it 
possesses  four  large  sucking  discs 
which  are  usually  surrounded  by  a 
zone  of  pigment.  The  segments  are 
in  the  most  of  the  worm  broader 
than  they  are  long,  attaining  a  breadth 
of  about  half  an  inch.  But  as  we 
come  to  the  fully  mature  proglottides 
with  embryoes  in  the  uterus,  then 
they  are  considerably  elongated  and 
at  the  same  time  narrower.  The 
number  of  segments  is  greater  here 
than  in  the  taenia  solium,  reaching 
as  high  a  figure  as  1,300.  There  are 
generally  about  eight  discharged  from 
the  posterior  extremity  daily,  and 
these  very  often  find  their  way  out- 
wards, through  the  anus,  by  their 
own  movement.  a  b 

The   sexual   organs,  except  the    ^^f;- 1*° ''"'I  Jf^^^^^^^ 

o       '  i  canellata ;  a,  in  contracted,  and  o,  uncon- 

uterus,  are  essentially  the  same  tracted  state.  x8.  (Leuckart. 
as  in  the  taenia  solium.  The  uterus,  however,  presents  in  the 
mature  proglottis  a  much 
larger  number  of  lateral 
offsets,  as  many  as  twenty 
to  thirty,  and  these  mostly 
branch  dichotomously  in- 
stead of  ramifying  (see 
Figs.  141  and  142). 

The  individual  segments^ 
like  the  worm  as  a  whole 
possess  muscular  fibres  and 
'  are  capable  of  elongating 
and  contractina:. 

The  scolex  form  of  this 
worm  is  found  chiefly  in 
cattle,  and  it  inhabits  mostly  the  muscles,  but  is  also  met  with  in 


1 


Pig.  141. — Immatvire  pro- 
glottis of  T.  mediocanellata 
X  5.  (Leuckart). 


Fig.  142.— Mature  pro- 
glottis of  T.  mediocanel- 
lata.  X  2.  (Leuckart.) 
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other  organs.    The  cysticei'cus  measui'os  about  the  third  of  an  inch,  and 
is  of  d  roundish  shape. 

This  worm  is  nearly  equal  in  frequency'  to  the  taenia  solium  in  tlie 
human  subject.  Its  cysticercus  is  not  known  to  occur  in  man.  The 
worm  may  hve  for  many  years,  at  least  as  long  as  eleven,  and,  as  some 
assert,  up  to  twenty  or  even  thirty  years.  | 

The  T^NIA  ECHINOCOGCUS  in  the  strobilus  form  is  a  comparatively 
insignificant  worm  (Fig.  143).  It  inhabits  the  dog,  and  there  are  gene- 
rally several  individuals  present  at  the  same  time.  The 
total  length  of  the  worm  is  about  an  eighth  of  an  inch, 
and  it  consists  only  of  four  segments,  including  that 
which  carries  the  head.  In  the  fully  developed  state  the 
last  segment  exceeds  in  length  the  rest  of  the  worm  alto- 
gether (see  figure).  The  head  is  like  that  of  the  taenia 
solium  in  miniature,  being  very  greatly  less  in  size.  It 
has  a  rostellum  with  thirty  to  forty  booklets,  and  four 
sucking  discs.  The  last  segment  develops  a  large  num- 
ber of  eggs,  as  many  as  5000. 

These  eggs  develop  the  usual  embryoes  with  six  spines, 
and  if  they  find  their  way  into  the  intestinal  canal  of 
man,  they  pass  out  into  the  tissues.  Settling  in  some 
organ  of  the  body,  they  show  the  most  extraordinary 
powers  of  development,  producing  the  condition  com- 

ta^nfa  ' tchTnotc-  HlOuly  Called  HYDATIDS. 

CHART )  I*  is  proper  to  say  here  that  hydatids  occur  in  the  form  of 

la^ge  cysts,  often  of  very  complex  arrangement,  and  they  should  be  care- 
fully distinguished  from  the  cysticerci  which  form  small  cysts  not  more 
than  half  an  inch  in  size.  The  hydatids  occur  in  the  majority  of  cases  m 
the  liver.  Neisser  has  collected  no  less  than  986  cases  of  hydatids  in  man, 
and  he  gives  the  scale  of  frequency  in  the  different  organs  as  follows  :— 
Liver  451 ;  lungs  and  pleura,  84  ;  kidneys,  80  ;  muscle  and  subcutane- 
ous tissue  (including  the  orbit),  72 ;  brain,  68  ;  spinal  cord,  13 ;  female 
organs  of  generation  (including  the  mamma),  44  ;  male  organs,  6  ;  pel- 
vis 36  •  organs  of  circulation,  29  ;  spleen  and  bones,  28  ;  eye,  3._ 

When  the  embryo  reaches  the  Hver  or  other  resting  place  it  soon 
develops  into  a  cyst  which  at  first  is  of  slow  growth.  The  membrane  of 
the  cyst  is  of  considerable  thickness,  and  consists  of  an  external  cuticle 
in  several  layers  and  an  internal  parenchymatous  layer  contaimng 
muscular  fibre  and  a  vascular  system    Inside  the  original  vesicle  anse 
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very  frequently  secondary  vesicles,  and  inside  these  even  tertiary  ones, 
the  successive  vesicles  being  sometimes  spoken  of  as  daughter  or  grand- 
daughter vesicles.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the  secondary  vesicles 
project  outwards,  and  form  a  series  of  external  vesicles  which  may 
separate  from  their  mother  and  attain  an  independent  development 
alongside  of  her.  This  latter  form  is  particidarly  common  in  the  domestic 
animals,  and  it  is  variously  designated  exogenous  hydatids,  or  echmo- 
coccus  scolecipariens,  or  granulosus.  There  is  a  third  form  which  has 
been  met  ^vith  in  man,  and  always  in  the  liver.  The  parasite  develops 
a  congeries  of  small  vesicles,  from  the  size  of  a  grain  of  wheat  to  a  pea. 
These  are  embedded  in  a  gelatinous  tissue  and  sometimes  possess 
gelatinous  contents.  As  the  whole  is  surrounded  by  a  firm  fibrous 
capsule,  the  tumour  is  a  somewhat  soHd  one,  and  on  section  it  presents 
a  peculiar  alveolar  appearance.  From  this  structure  it  is  called  the 
alveolar  form,  and  it  should  be  particularly  borne  in  mind,  as  this  con- 
dition has  been  frequently  mistaken  for  a  tumour,  especially  before 
Virchow  demonstrated  its  true  nature. 

Except  in  the  case  of  the  alveolar  form,  the  vesicles,  both  primary 
and  secondary,  enlarge  very  much  and  give  rise  to  tumours  of  very 
large  dimensions,  so  as  sometimes  to  produce  serious  disturbance  by 
their  mere  size.  Those  of  the  liver  are  usually  the  largestj  and  the}- 
may  come  to  weigh  as  much  as  twelve,  twenty,  or  even  thirty  pounds. 
The  simple  vesicles,  in  which  no  daughters  develop,  attain  the  size  of  an 
orange  or  a  fist. 

In  all  forms  of  hydatids  the  whole  parasite  is  surrounded  by  a 
fibrous  capsule,  developed  by  the  organ  in  which  it  has  its  seat.  As  the 
cysts  enlarge,  this  also  increases  in  size. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  formation  of  the  heads  of  the  worms, 
which  diff'ers  in  certain  respects  from  that 
of  the  other  tsenias.  In  the  walls  of  the 
vesicles,  either  primary  or  secondary,  are 
to  be  seen  when  they  are  perfectly  fresh, 
a  number  of  small  white  points  which  have 
their  seat  in  the  internal  wall.  These 
are  what  are  called  brood-capsules,  and 
it  is  always  in  connection  with  them  that 
the  heads  or  scohces  develop.  The  brood- 
capsules  are  httle  vesicles,  in  the  walls  of 
which  the  echinococcus  head  grows.  The  heads  begin  (see  Fig.  144,  in 
which  the  development  of  heads  in  brood-capsules  is  shown)  as  projec- 


Fig.  144. — Diagi-ammatical  illustration 
of  development  of  echinococcus  heads 
in  brood-capsules,  a,  Wall  of  cyst. 
b  b,  Brood-capsules,  with  heads  in 
various  stages  of  development.  (Leu- 
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tions  outwards  of  the  wall  of  the  l)rood-capsule.     The  projection  is 
hollow,  and  communicates  with  the  interior  of  the  brood-capsule.  The 
head  develops  inside  this  projection,  as  in  the  case  of  the  tajnia  solium, 
and  very  soon  acquires  the  power  of  inverting  itself.    When  it  does 
so,  it  projects  into  the  brood-capsule,  so  that  in  this  respect  th(; 
brood-capsule  is  not  like  the  cyst  of  the  cysticercus  as  the  scolex 
projects  outwards  from  the  latter.  A  single  brood-capsule  develops  several 
heads,  up  to  twelve,  and  they  may  be  found  either  in  the  extended  or  in- 
verted position.  All  the  heads  are  contained  in  brood-capsules,  but  if  aftcn- 
death  or  during  removal  the  brood-capsule  bursts,  then  an  appearance 
may  be  produced  as  if  the  heads  were  attached  to  the  wall  of  the  cyst 
itself.    If  the  capsule  bursts,  its  remains  may  gather  round  its  stalk  and 
the  heads  stand  up  from  this  as  in  Fig.  145  hh.    Heads  may  also  be 


^145  -Brood-capsules  in  coiniection  with  wall  of  vesicle    a,  A  capsule  in  normal 
unruptured  state.    6  b,  Ruptured  capsule,    x  40.  (Leuckart.) 

found  lying  free  if  the  capsules  have  burst.  It  is  to  be  added  that 
sometimes  the  vesicles  remain  barren,  neither  brood-capsules  nor  heads 

developing  in  them. 

The  heads  are  exactly  like  those  of  the  mature  worm,  ihey  are 
very  minute  objects,  measuring  about  ^^.th  of  an  inch  in  long  diameter, 
and  iust  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  They  possess  a  proboscis  .^ath  the 
rin-  of  booklets,  and  four  suckers.  They  are  also  provided  with  a 
water  vascular  system,  and  in  their  parenchyma  abundant  calcareous 

particles  are  to  be  found. 

The  animal  may  die  spontaneously,  or  be  killed  by  the  fluid  which 
fills  the  vesicles  being  drawn  off.  In  that  case  the  vesicles  shniik,  and 
their  contents  become  converted  into  a  fatty  debris,  which  f^^^^^^^' 
may  become  infiltrated  with  lime  salts.  In  this  way  the  hydatid  mass 
may  be  represented  by  a  cyst  filled  with  an  ^^^^l!-7f  ^^^^^^^^^ 
Thfs  may  dry-in,  and  at  last  we  may  have  nothing  left  but  a  stonj 
or  mortar-like  mass,  in  which  careful  search  may  still  discover  the 
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hooklets  (Fi<'-  138).  Besides  the  distinctive  booklets,  or  even  without 
them,  there  tve  usually  in  these  old  cysts  bits  of  the  membrane  of  the 
cyst.  The  wall  of  the  hydatid  cyst  consists  of  two  layers,  an  external 
(called  by  Huxley  the  ectocyst)  and  an  internal  (the  endocyst).  The 
ectocyst  consists  of  a  structureless  stratified  membrane,  composed  of  a 
chitinous  substance,  from  Avhich  circumstance  it  is  often  called  the 
cuticle.  As  this  chitinous  membrane  is  very  resistant  it  may  be  found 
in  the  midst  of  the  grumous  contents  and  enable  the  structure  to  be 
reco'^nized.    In  the  case  from  which  Fig.  146  was  taken  the  diagnosis 


Fig.  146.— Transverse  section  of  the  chitinous  membrane  from  an  old  hydatid  cyst  of  the 
kidney,    x  90. 

Avas  made  chiefly  by  flakes  of  this  membrane  being  found,  the  search 
for  hooklets  being  in  vain. 

In  regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  echinococcus,  it  is  of  pretty 
frequent  occurrence  in  all  known  lands,  but  is  particularly  common  in 
Iceland  where  the  men,  living  in  close  companionship  with  the  dogs, 
are  much  exposed  to  infection.  It  is  also  said  to  be  very  common  in 
Australia  and  neighbouring  colonies. 

The  BOTHRIOCEPHALUS  LATUS  belongs  to  the  family  of  Bothrioce- 
phalidse,  and  is  the  largest  tape-worm  which  occurs  in  man.  It  attains 
a  length  of  from  16  to  26  feet,  and  possesses  from  3000  to  4000 
segments,  which  are  mostly  much  broader  than  long,  although  the  last 
ones  (see  Fig.  147)  become  longer  and  narrower  so  as  to  assume 
more  of  a  square  shape.  The  breadth  at  the  widest  part  is  about  half 
an  inch.    The  worm  is  also  thick  and  heavy. 

The  head  (Fig.  148)  is  oval,  and  about  the  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch 
in  l)readth.  It  is  blunt  at  the  extremity,  and  possesses  neither  hooklets 
nor  suckers,  but  fixes  itself  by  means  of  a  slit-like  groove  on  either  side 
of  the  head  (see  figure). 
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The  sexual  organs,  and  especially  the  uterus,  occupy  the  middle; 
part  of  each  segment,  where  they  foim  a  rather  pi-ominent  knot  oi' 
rosette  (Fig.  149).    The  uterus  is  composed  of  a  convoluted  tube  which 

gives  the  rosette-like  appearance  just  nuMi- 
tioned.  The  sexual  organs  open  in  th(; 
middle  line  near  the  anterior  extremity  of 
the  proglottis.  The  eggs  are  oval  in  form 
and  are  covered  by  a  In'own  shell. 

The  scolex  form  of  the  worm  long  eluded 
observation.  It  was  known  that  a  six- 
spined  embryo  formed  in  the  eggs  in  the 
usual  way,  but  the  habitat  of  the  cysticercus 
was  unknown.  Lately  Braun  has  demon- 
strated its  existence  in  the  pike  and  tur- 
bot.  It  was  found  in  the  muscles,  sexual 
organs,  liver,  spleen,  etc.,  of  these  fish. 
Braun  proved  that  it  was  the  scolex  of 
this  animal  by  feeding  dogs  with  it.  A 
tape-worm  identical  with  the  bothriocepha- 
lus  developed.  By  this  discovery  all  the 
tape-worms  which  occur  in  Europeans  have 
been  traced  in  their  mature  and  cysticercus 
forms. 

This  worm  is  of  rather  frequent  occur- 
rence in  Switzerland 
and  north-east  Eur- 
ope, but  it  is  not 
unkno■^^^l  in  this 
country.  The  fre- 
quency of  fresh-water 
lakes  in  S^\dtzerland 
explains  its  frequent 
occurrence  there 
Fig.  148.— Head  and  from  the  use  of  the 
}?Jcepha'ius^'iatus   x°  8.  fish  which  form  the 


Fig.  147.  —  The  Eothriocephalus 
latus. '  Natural  size.  (Leiickabt.) 


form.  Like  the  other  tape-worms  the  mature  worm  occurs  in  the 
small  intestines. 

Several  other  small  and  infrequent  tape-worms  have  been  met  with 
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in  man.  The  T.^ENIA  NANA  has  only  been  observed  once  and  hi  Egypt. 
It  is  very  small,  scarcely  an  inch  in  length,  and  about  the  fiftieth  of  an 


Fig.  1411.— Proglottis  of  Bothriocephalus  latus,  showing  female  organs,    x  12.  (Leuckart.) 

inch  in  breadth.    It  possesses  a  rostellum  with  booklets  and  four  suck- 
ing discs.    The  t^nia  flavo-puncta  has  also  been  observed  but  once, 
in  America.    It  is  about  a  foot  in  length,  and  about  one-twentieth 
of  an  inch  in  breadth.    The  head  of  this  worm  is  not  known,  but  it  is 
bebeved  to  possess  booklets.    The  t^nia  madagascariensis  has  been 
found  in  an  island  on  the  Madagascar  coast.    It  is  about  3  inches  long, 
and  the  head  is  not  yet  known.    The  TJ5NIA  CUCUMERINA  is  from  7  to 
10  inches  long.    Its  head  possesses  a  rostellum  with  a  quadruple  circle 
of  booklets  to  the  number  of  about  60.    The  proglottides  reach  a 
breadth  of  about  the  twelfth  of  an  inch.    It  occurs  very  frequently  in 
dogs  and  cats,  and  is  often  present  in  large  numbers,  especially  in  dogs. 
It  has  been  found  in  several  cases  in  man,  and  it  seems  to  be  not  infre- 
quent in  children.    The  scolex  form  has  lately  been  found  in  the  dog- 
louse  (Trichodectes  canis),  and  it  can  be  readily  understood  how  in 
the  process  of  licking  itself  the  dog  often  swallows  its  host  and  becomes 
itself  the  h^t  of  the  strobilus.    It  may  be  conveyed  to  children  from  the 
tongue  of  the  dog.    The  t^nia  margin ata  is  a  tape- worm  of  large 
size,  and  of  common  occurrence  in  the  dog.    Its  usual  length  is  about 
5  feet,  but  it  may  be  as  long  as  8  feet.    It  is  very  like  the  taenia  solium, 
the  head  possessing  a  rostellum  and  booklets  of  about  the  same  size  but 
more  numerous.    On  the  whole,  however,  the  worm  is  smaller,  and  so 
are  the  proglottides.    The  scolex  form  inhabits  swine  and  the  ruminants, 
and  as  it  often  develops  a  large  vesicle  or  set  of  vesicles,  it  is  liable  to 
be  confused  with  the  taenia  echinococcus.    The  scolex  form  is  called 
the  cysticercus  tenuicollis.    Neither  mature  worm  nor  cysticercus  is  met 
with  in  man.    The  dog  also  frequently  contains  two  other  taeniae,  namely 
the  T.  SERRATA  and  T.  ccenurus.   These  also  resemble  the  ttenia  solium. 
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and  the  latter  is  important,  as  its  scolex  form  frequently  attacks  lamljs, 
and,  lodging  in  the  hrain,  is  the  cause  of  the  very  fatal  disease 
"  staggers." 

(3)  Nematoda  or  Round-Worms. — The  teichina  spiralis  is 
met  with  in  the  muscular  substance  of  man,  and  occurs  there  in 
immense  numbers,  producing  the  disease  trichinosis.  We  shall  see 
afterwards  that  this  is  not  the  mature  form  of  the  worm,  but  it  is 
in  this  form  alone  that,  for  the  most  part,  it  is  accessible  to  us, 
and  it  will  be  convenient  to  begin  with  its  description  here. 

The  affected  muscles,  as  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  seem,  for  the  most 
part,  to  be  dusted  throughout  with  fine  white  particles  like  sawdust. 
These  are  most  abundant  near  the  places  where  the  muscular  fibres  are 
inserted  into  the  tendons.  As  a  rule  the  particles  are  most  abundant  in  the 
muscles  of  the  trunk,  the  diaphragm,  the  intercostal  muscles,  and  those 
of  the  abdominal  wall,  but  they  may  extend  to  all  the  voluntary  muscles 
of  the  body,  even  the  most  distant  ones  of  the  hands  and  feet. 

On  microscopic  examination  of  the  fine  particles,  they  are  found  to 
consist  each  of  an  oval  cyst  with  a  tolerably  thick  wall  (see  Fig.  150), 


Pitr  150  -Trichina  spiralis  in  muscle.  The  elongated  sh.ipe  of  the  cysts  is  due  to  the 
fact  th.at  those  weielefr  the  insertion  of  the  muscle  into  its  tendon.  In  the  lowest  speci- 
men the  worm  is  dead  and  calcified,    x  90. 

within  which  is  a  small  worm  coiled  up  in  a  spiral  manner.  The  cyst  has 
very  often  abundant  calcareous  particles  in  its  wall,  especially  at  the 
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poles,  and,  if  the  case  is  an  old  one,  the  impregnation  with  lime  may  be 
so  great  as  to  hide  the  parasite  unless  the  salt  be  first  dissolved  out  with 
an  acid.  ^Yhen  an  acid,  such  as  dilute  hydrochloric,  is  used,  the  lime  dis- 
solves with  some  evolution  of  gas,  and  the  whole  structure  becomes  very 
transparent.  Sometimes  the  worm  dies  in  its  capsule,  and  in  that  case  the 
wall  thickens  and  the  cyst  collapses  to  some  extent  on  the  remains  of 
the  worm,  which  itself  often  becomes  infiltrated  with  lime  (see  lower 
specimen  in  figure).  It  may  be  said  here  that  the  worm  in  the  muscle 
is  in  an  immature  state  and  quiescent,  lying  rolled  up  in  this  manner  for 
years  it  may  be.  It  may  be  present  in  immense  numbers,  even  in 
milhons,  in  the  same  person. 

We  have  now  to  inquire  how  these  embryoes  get  to  the  muscles.  To 
begin  with,  it  is  to  be  said  that  the  embryoes  exist  in  the  muscles  of 
swine  just  as  in  those  of  man.  If,  now,  a  piece  of  muscle  con- 
taining them  in  their  Hving  state — that  is  to  say,  not  killed  by  cook- 
ing the  meat — be  eaten,  they  undergo  further  development  in  the 
intestinal  canal.  The  capsule  is  dissolved  by  the  gastric  juice,  and  the 
embryo  set  free.  In  the  muscle,  the  embryo,  if  uncoiled,  would  measure 
about  the  twenty-fifth  of  an  inch  in  length ;  but  now  it  grows  rapidly, 
and  in  the  course  of  two  and  a  half  days  it  reaches  the  adult  form  when 
the  female  is  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  length;  and  the  male  slightly 
less.  The  male  jjossesses  a  testicle  consisting  of  a  convoluted  tube.  The 
female  has  an  ovary,  vagina,  and  uterus.  The  adult  worms  have  an  in- 
testinal canal  from  end  to  end,  which  is  divisible  into  oesophagus, 
stomach,  and  intestine. 

The  impregnated  ova  pass  into  the  uterus  where  they  develop  into 
living  embryoes  of  minute  size.  In  six  or  seven  days  after  the  female 
has  attained  sexual  maturity,  that  is,  eight  or  nine  days  after  the 
trichinous  muscle  has  been  eaten,  the  birth  of  living  embryoes  begins. 
The  female  gives  birth  to  large  numbers,  and  probably  continues  to  do 
so  for  some  weeks,  thus  producing  as  many  as  1,000  to  l,.30O.  The 
adults  do  not  live  longei'  than  five  to  eight  weeks  altogether. 

The  minute  embryoes  now  begin  to  penetrate  the  intestinal  canal, 
and  they  swarm  outwards  to  the  voluntary  muscles.  The  route  by 
which  they  reach  the  muscles  is  not  absolutely  certain.  By  most  it  is 
thought  that  they  pass  outwards  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  thence 
into  the  connective  tissue  around,  by  which  they  travel  to  the  muscles. 
By  others  it  is  thought  that  they  pass  into  the  submucous  connective 
tissue,  thence  into  the  connective  tissue  of  the  mesentery,  and  so 
onwards.    It  is  proba])le  that  they  find  their  way  by  both  these  routes, 

T 


290 


PARASITES. 


l)ut  it  is  inconceivable  that,  as  some  suppose,  they  get  into  the  bloo 
vessels,  as  the  vessels  available  to  them  are  the  portal  radicles  which 
would  take  them  to  the  liver. 

Swarming  outwards  from  the  intestine  they  reach  first  the  muRclo> 
of  the  trunk,  where  they  are  usually  most  abundant ;  they  then  pass  to 
those  of  the  neck  and  larynx;  and,  lastly,  to  those  of  the  limljs. 
Arrived  at  the  muscles  they  grow  larger,  and  apparently  wander  about 
for  a  time.    They  penetrate  inside  the  sarcolemma  of  the  primitiw 
fibre  of  the  muscle,  and  destroy  the  sarcous  substance.    In  about  foui 
teen  days  they  have  attained  their  full  size,  and  begin  to  settle  down. 
As  they  pass  along  inside  the  sarcolemma  they  are  aiTested  at  the  in 
sertion  of  the  fibre  into  the  tendon,  hence  they  are  particularly  numerous 
near  tendons,  and  here  also  the  cysts,  subsequently  formed,  are  often 
much  elongated  (as  in  the  figure).    The  sarcolemma  collapses  as  the 
sarcous  substance  is  destroyed,  and  as  the  worm  coils  itself  up  spiral!  \ 
the  sarcolemma  forms  for  it  an  oval  cyst.    The  worm  itself  seems  als.  > 
to  add  to  the  cyst  a  layer  of  its  own.    It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  two. 
or  even  more,  in  one  cyst.    In  the  muscles  the  worms  assume  a  quies- 
cent state,  as  already  mentioned,  and  may  remain  so  for  years,  the  c}  st 
being  impregnated  with  lime.    They  produce  considerable  destruction 
by  piercing  the  sarcolemma,  and  disintegrating  the  sarcous  substance, 
and  there  is  often  to  be  found  a  germination  of  the  muscle  nuclei 

around  the  worm. 

During  the  migration  of  the  embryoes  considerable  irritation  is  pro- 
duced. There  is  in  the  first  week  intestinal  catarrh  (diarrhoea)  wath 
fever,  and  the  case  may  be  mistaken  for  typhoid  fever.  Later  thv 
muscles  become  stiff  and  painful,  and  oedema  of  the  skin,  especially  of 
the  face,  may  develop.  The  symptoms  are  usually  at  their  height  in 
the  fourth  or  fifth  week,  and  death  occasionally  ensues. 

Besides  in  man,  trichinte  have  been  found  in  the  muscles  of  the  pig, 
cat,  rat,  mouse,  marmot,  polecat,  fox,  marten,  badger,  hedgehog,  and 
racoon.  By  some  it  is  believed  that  the  rat  forms  the  permanent 
.source  of  infection,  as,  when  one  of  these  animals  dies,  it  is  eaten  by  its 
neighbours,  and  so  the  infection  spreads.  From  their  habits,  it  aviII  be 
understood  how  swine  sometimes  partake  of  dead  rats.  The  parasite 
mil  be  communicated  to  man  by  eating  imperfectly  cooked  swme's 
flesh  It  is  said  that  a  temperature  of  50  -55°  C.  or  120°  to  130°  F.,  is 
enouo-h  to  kill  the  embryoes,  but  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  Avhen 
large^'pieces  of  flesh  are  cooked  rapidly,  some  parts  may  escape  the 
thorough  penetration  of  the  heat. 
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The  search  for  trichin®  in  the  muscles  of  swine  before  the  flesh  is 
sold  is  compulsory  in  some  countries.  For  the  examination  pieces  of 
muscle  (preferal)ly  from  the  diaphragm  and  larynx)  are  snipped  off 
with  scissors  and  spread  out  in  water  on  a  microscopic  slide.  Some 
liquor  potass®  may  be  added  to  make  the  preparation  more  transparent. 
It  is  then  to  be  examined  with  low  magnifying  powers  and  after- 
wards with  higher.  Several  specimens  should  be  prepared  from  each 
animal. 

The  AscARis  LUMBRICOIDES  or  common  round-worm  is  probably 
the  commonest  entozoon  in  the  human  subject.  It  is  most  common  in 
children,  and  inhabits  chiefly  the  small  intestine.  It  resembles  the 
common  earthworm  in  its  colour  and  general  appearance.  It  measures 
6  to  16  inches  in  length,  is  marked  by  transverse  striae  and  tapers  to 
both  ends.  It  possesses  an  intestinal  canal  from  end  to  end.  The 
female  produces  a  large  number  of  oval  eggs  which  have  a  dense  shell. 

The  worm  mostly  occurs  singly  or  in  pairs,  but  is  frequently  present 
in  considerable  numbers  up  to  one  or  two  hundred.  From  the  intestine 
it  may  pass  into  the  stomach  and  be  vomited,  or  may  be  discharged 
per  anum.  It  has  been  known  also  to  pass  up  the  oesophagus  and 
into  the  nostrils  and  simises  of  the  head,  or  by  the  larynx  into  the 
bronchial  tubes.  Sometimes  it  penetrates  into  the  bile  ducts,  which 
it  may  obstruct,  or  through  the  intestinal  wall  into  the  peritoneal 
ca\aty. 

In  the  intestine  they  produce  catarrh,  and  by  reflex  action  they  are  sup- 
posed to  lead  to  certain  nervous  symptoms.  When  present  in  large  num- 
hers,  they  have  been  observed  rolled  up  in  a  ball,  and  so  have  obstructed 
the  intestine.  In  cases  where  they  have  perforated  into  the  peritoneum 
they  have  given  rise  usually  to  local  abscesses  pointing  chiefly  near 
the  umbilicus  or  groin.  More  rarely  they  have  led  to  genei'al  peri- 
tonitis. 

The  AsGARis  MYSTAX  is  a  small  round  worm  which  occurs  in  the  cat, 
and  is  said  to  be  always  present  in  the  intestine  of  that  animal. 

The  OxYURis  VERMICULARIS  or  THREAD-WORM  is  an  exceedingly 
common  parasite.  It  is  white  in  colour,  and  the  male  measures 
about  an  eighth  of  an  inch,  and  the  female  about  three-eighths  in 
length.  It  possesses  an  alimentary  canal  from  end  to  end.  The  eggs 
are  oval,  and  have  a  dense  shell.  The  animal  inhabits  mostly  the  large 
intestine.    It  is  stated  by  Zenker  and  Heller  that  the  mature  female  is 
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in  tho  large  intestine,  the  males  and  young  being  in  the  .suiull.  Tlio 
worm  often  wanders,  especially  during  the  night,  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  anus,  where  it  produces  itching.  Sometimes  it  passes  oxer 
to  the  vagina,  and  up  into  it.  It  produces  catarrh  of  the  bowel, 
and,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ascaris,  nervous  symptoms  are  ascriljed 
to  it. 

The  Trichocephalus  DISPAR  (the  whip-shaped  worm)  is  of  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  ccecum  and  neighbouring  parts  of  the  intestine. 
It  measures  1^  to  2  inches  in  length,  and  has  the  peculiarity  that  the 
anterior  portion  is  much  thinner  than  the  posterior,  forming  a  long 
thread,  like  the  lash  of  a  whip,  which  is  buried  in  the  mucous  membrane. 
The  eggs  possess  a  brown  shell.  The  embryoes  have  been  traced 
in  water  and  moist  earth. 

The  Strongylus  duodenalis  or  Anchylostoma  duodenale  is  not 
met  with  in  this  country,  but  occurs  in  Egypt,  Italy,  and  tropical  lands. 
It  has  been  found  frequently  among  the  workers  at  the  St.  Gothard 
Tunnel  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  third  to  half  an  inch  in  length,  and 
it  possesses  a  mouth  armed  with  four  strong  teeth.  By  means  of 
these  it  fixes  itself  on  the  mucous  membrane  where  it  sucks  the  blood. 
When  present  in  considerable  numbers,  as  it  often  is  among  the  valvulse 
conniventes,  it  may  give  rise  to  considerable  loss  of  blood  and  serious 
anaemia. 

The  Strongylus  gigas  is  a  large  worm,  reaching  a  length  of  over  a 
yard,  and  a  thickness  of  about  |  of  an  inch.  It  has  been  met  Avith  a 
few  times  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  in  man,  and  more  frequently  in 
the  kidney,  Ijladder,  lungs,  and  liver  of  dogs. 

The  FiLARiA  or  Dracunculus  medinensis,  or  Guinea  worm,  is  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  tropical  lands,  where  it  is  met  Avith  in  the  tissues 
of  the  foot  and  leg  chiefly.  The  female  is  a  long  thin  worm  from  12  to 
40  inches  in  length,  and  it  alone  is  knoAvn  as  a  parasite.  The  male  is 
much  smaller.  The  worm  Avanders  to  some  extent  in  the  loose  sulicu- 
taneous  connective  tissue,  and  may  give  rise  to  considerable  irritation. 
When  mature  it  presents  its  extremity  at  the  surface,  and  a  small 
pustule  forms  from  which  the  extremity  projects.  The  Avorm  may  then 
be  removed  gradually  l^y  rolling  it  gently  round  a  quill  from  day  to 
day  as  it  becomes  exposed,  care  being  taken  not  to  break  it,  in  Avhich 
case  the  part  left  in  may  giAe  rise  to  severe  inflammation. 
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FiLARiA  SANGUINIS  HOMINIS.  Tliis  name  was  originally  given  to  a 
minute  thread-like  worm  which  has  recently  been  found  to  be  really  the 
embryo  of  a  lai'ger  worm.  The  embryo,  as  its  name  implies,  has  been 
found  in  the  blood,  although  it  has  also  been  observed  in  chylous  urine 
and  elsewhere.  The  adult  appears  to  live  in  lymphatic  vessels,  and  so 
the  name  filaria  sanguinis  is  not  strictly  applicable  to  it.  Coblwld  has 
given  it  the  name  filaria  Bancrofti,  from  the  observer  who  first  discov- 
ered the  adult.  As  it  is  inconvenient  to  give  two  diff'erent  names  to 
the  adult  and  embryo  forms  of  the  same  animal,  we  shall  refer  to 
them  imder  the  original  designation  of  filaria  sanguinis.  In  some 
respects  the  two  forms  of  this  worm  are  comparable  to  those  of  the 
trichina  spiralis,  which  also  obtains  its  name  from  the  embryo  form. 

The  adult  filaria  has  the  sexes  distinct,  and  as  yet  the  female  alone 
has  been  fully  examined,  only  a  small  portion  of  a  male  having  been 
discovered.  The  female  is  a  long  hair-like  worm,  3  or  4  inches  in 
length,  and  only  inch  in  breadth.  It  has  an  opaline  appearance, 
and,  as  described  by  Manson  (Transactions  of  the  Pathological  Society  of 
London,  1881),  it  looks  like  a  delicate  thread  of  catgut  animated  and 
wriggling  as  it  lies  in  the  tissues.  By  the  observer  just  named  it  was 
found  lying  in  a  lymphatic  vessel  while  he  was  removing  a  scrotum 
which  was  affected  in  a  way  to  be  mentioned  afterwards,  and  it  appears 
that  this  is  the  usual  haliitat  of  the  animal.  The  male  is  probably 
much  smaller  than  the  female,  and  they  are  supposed  to  live  together 
in  the  same  vessel. 

The  female  is  l^eheved  to  live  for  years  in  the  same  position,  and 
gives  birth  almost  continuously  to  large  numbers  of  embryoes.  Near 
the  head  is  the  vagina,  and  behind  it  the  uterus  with  two  horns  is 


Fig.  151.— Filaria  sanguinis  (embryo)  after  presei-va- 
tion  in  weak  spirit.  The  sac  is  seen  at  eacli  end  of 
the  worm,    x  300.  (Lewis.) 


found,  stuff"ed  with  ova,  and  extending  almost  to  the  tail.  Manson 
states  that  the  embryoes  can  be  seen  escaping  fully  formed  from  the 
vagina,  in  exactly  the  same  form  as  they  are  found  in  the  blood.  But 
the  female  sometimes  gives  birth  to  ova,  as  these  have  been  found  in 
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the  lym})li  and  have  Ijeen  supposed  to  be  the  principal  factors  in  \ni> 
(hieing  certain  local  affections  to  he  aftei-wards  mentioned. 

The  living  enihryo  (Fig.  151  and  152)  is  aliout  inch  in  length  and 
-,-■,^70  inch  in  thickness  ;  its  hreadth  thei'efore  nearly  corresponds 
with  that  of  a  red  blood  corpuscle.  It  is  enclosed  in  a  delicate  sac, 
which  is  rather  longer  than  itself,  so  that  while  moving  a  portion 
of  the  sac  extends  beyond  its  extremity.  The  movements  as 
seen  in  the  blood  and  lymph  are  very  active  and  snake-like  in 
character. 


Fig.  152.  —Filaria  sanguinis  as  tliey  appear  in  the  li\'iug  state  in  the 
blood.    From  a  case  of  chyluria.   (Lewis.)    x  aOO. 

This  embryo  is  present  in  the  blood  of  about  10  per  cent,  of  the 
natives  where  it  is  endemic,  and  most  of  these  do  not  appear  to  suffer  m 
health  from  it.  A  very  remarkable  circumstance  is  that,  during  the 
day,  the  parasites  are,  unless  in  exceptional  cases,  absent  from  the  blood, 
but  about  six  or  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  they  begin  to  appear,  and 
by  twelve  o'clock  are  so  numerous  that  as  many  as  a  hundred  may  be 
counted  in  every  drop  of  blood.  As  morning  approaches  they  diminish 
in  numbers,  and  by  eight  or  nine  o'clock  they  disappear  entirely. 
This  regular  rhythm  may  apparently  go  on  for  years,  Imt  it  does  not 
appear  to  l)e  understood  what  becomes  of  the  embiyoes  during  the 
day. 
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We  have  next  to  consider  how  the  embryoes  find  their  way  from  the 
site  of  the  parent  worm  in  the  lymphatics  to  the  blood.  It  is  probalile 
that  they  travel  by  the  way  of  the  lymphatic  fliud  itself.  Being  not 
greater  in  breadth  than  a  blood  corpuscle,  and  possessing  powers  of 
locomotion,  they  may  be  supposed  to  traverse  the  lymphatic  glands  with 
the  lymph,  and  to  reach  the  blood  by  the  thoracic  duct.  It  is  also 
possible  that  they  may  get  into  the  blood  by  penetrating  through  the 
blood-vessels.  In  the  blood  they  will  readily  circulate  with  that  fluid, 
and  from  their  size  they  are  capable  of  passing  through  the  capillaries 
and  repeating  the  circuit  with  the  blood  corpuscles.  They  do  not  pass 
through  any  further  stage  of  development  in  the  blood,  the  embryoes 
found  there  being  exactly  like  those  which  escape  from  the  mother.  It 
is  clear  also  that  they  do  not,  either  by  themselves  or  their  products  act 
injuriously  on  the  blood  or  tissues  unless  by  using  the  nutritious 
material. 

It  has  been  stated  above  that  ova  are  sometimes  discharged  by  the 
female,  and  it  is  probably  in  connection  with  this  that  various  forms  of 
disease  are  formd  to  occur  in  connection  with  this  parasite.  The  sac 
which  has  been  mentioned  as  enclosing  the  embryo  is  really  the  chori- 
onal  envelope  of  the  ovum  stretched  and  rendered  elastic.  But  ova 
are  sometimes  born  with  the  sac  confining  the  embryoes  which  are 
rolled  up  inside,  and  we  have  then  an  oval  body  inch  to  -^ijj  inch 
in  length.  This  body  is,  of  course,  much  thicker  than  the  extended 
embryo,  and  when  carried  by  the  lymph  to  the  glands  it  will  be  unable 
to  traverse  these.  An  infarction  of  the  fine  afferent  vessels  of  the  gland 
will  thus  occur,  and  as  the  vessels  leading  from  the  part  where  the 
mother  is  situated  are  plugged  one  after  another,  there  will  by  and 
by  be  a  complete  stasis  of  the  lymph  in  the  vessels  of  these  parts.  It 
is  probable  that  dead  embrj^oes  though  extended  will  similarly  plug  the 
lymphatics. 

The  eff'ect  of  this  complete  plugging  of  all  the  lymphatic  channels 
seems  to  be  an  accumulation  of  lymph  in  the  vessel  below  the  seat  of 
obstruction.  The  lymph  thus  distending  the  vessels  often  escapes 
apparently  by  rupture.  The  locality  of  the  parent  will  determine  the 
exact  nature  of  the  resulting  disease.  If  it  be  in  the  lymphatics  of  the 
pelvis  or  lumbar  region  there  may  be  distension  of  the  lymphatics  of 
the  kidneys,  ureters,  or  bladder.  In  that  case  CHYLOUS  URINE  is 
found,  and  the  embryoes  of  the  parasite  have  been  observed  in  the  urine. 
If  the  adult  be  in  the  lymphatics  of  the  leg,  there  will  be  gradual 
plugging  of  the  glands  at  the  groin  and  accumulation  of  lymph  in  the 
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legs  and  scrotum.  The  accumulation  in  the  scrotum  is  of  veiy  frequent 
occurrence,  giving  rise  to  the  LYMi-ii-stniOTUM,  in  which  vesicles  appear 
on  the  surface  which  occasionally  discharge  lymph. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  condition  in  these  various  situations  is 
not  a  proper  n?dema,  Avhich  we  have  already  seen  to  consist  in  overfill  in 
of  the  serous  spaces,  but  rather  an  over-distension  of  the  lymphatic 
vessels  with  occasional  rupture  of  them. 

If  the  explanation  given  above  be  the  correct  one,  then  as  the 
glands  get  plugged  the  embryoes,  even  those  born  alive,  will  not  get  h, 
the  blood,  and  it  has  actually  been  observed  that  in  some  cases  iu< 
embryoes  were  found  in  the  blood  although  present  in  the  urine  oi 
lymph  from  the  scrotum. 

It  has  been  asserted  that  Elephantiasis  is  one  of  the  diseases  de 
pendent  on  this  parasite,  and  is  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category  as 
lymph-scrotum  and  chyhiria.  But  there  are  serious  objections  to  this 
view.  Elephantiasis  has  the  features,  as  we  have  seen,  rather  of 
specific  inflammation,  than  a  simple  stagnation  of  Ij^mph,  and  is 
more  nearly  allied  to  leprosy.  It  probably  dej^ends  on  a  virus  which 
has  a  much  more  active  influence  on  the  tissues  than  the  embrjn 
filaria  has. 

In  what  has  gone  before  the  adult  and  embryo  filaria  have  been 
described,  but  the  stages  by  which  the  emlnyo  attains  to  the  adult 
form  have  been  omitted.  The  embryo  in  the  human  body  does  not 
pass  beyond  the  stage  which  it  had  reached  at  birth,  and  in  order  to 
complete  the  cycle  of  its  development  it  must  pass  into  the  body  of 
another  animal.  The  intermediate  host  has  been  found  to  be  a  species 
of  mosquito  (Manson).  The  female  of  this  animal  has  a  proboscis 
which  she  inserts  into  the  skin  and  through  which  she  sucks  blood  into 
the  stomach.  With  the  blood  the  embryoes  are  taken  in,  and  they 
have  been  found  in  the  stomach  even  in  larger  proportional  numbers 
than  in  the  blood  of  the  person  from  whom  they  were  taken.  In  the 
stomach  the  embryo  passes  through  certain  stages  of  development  oc- 
cupying from  four  to  six  days.  At  this  period  the  mosquito  dies,  and 
probably  falls  into  water,  the  parasite  passing  from  the  stomach.  The 
further  stages  are  not  known  as  yet,  but  by  the  time  the  mosquito  dies 
the  parasite  has  already  acquired  a  boring  apparatus  fitting  it  to 
penetrate  the  tissues.  If  it  reaches  the  alimentary  canal  of  man,  it  will 
then  bore  through  the  tissues  till  it  finds  its  selected  site  in  the 
lymphatics.  It  selects  this  site  just  as  the  trichina  selects  the  muscles 
or  the  echinococcus  the  liver.    In  its  new  position  it  attains  to  sexual 
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maturity,  and  being  impregnated,  gives  birth  to  the  embryoes  as  we 
have  seen. 

The  species  of  mosquito  here  concerned  is,  like  other  mosquitoes, 
nocturnal  in  its  habits,  so  that  it  attacks  affected  persons  at  the 
time  when  the  parasite  is  present  in  the  blood.  The  occurrence  of  the 
embryoes  in  the  blood  at  night  has  been  regarded  as  a  provision  of 
nature  for  the  propagation  of  the  species. 


EPIZOA  OE  EXTEENAL  PAEASITES. 

These  do  not  call  for  extended  treatment  here,  as  they  are  fully 
described  in  works  on  diseases  of  the  skin.  Little  more  than  an 
enumeration  of  them  will  be  attempted. 

The  AcARUS  scabiei,  or  Sarcoptes  hominis,  has  an  oval  body  just 
large  enough  to  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  the  female  being  one- 
fiftieth  of  an  inch  in  length  and  the  male  about  half  that  size.  The 
anterior  part  has  a  head  and  four  limbs,  each  of  which  has  a  sucker  at 
its  extremity.    There  are  also  four  posterior  limbs,  all  of  which  in  the 
female  have  pointed  extremities,  but  in  the  male  two  of  them  have 
suckers.    The  female  ljurrows  in  the  epidermis,  forming  long  tunnels 
in  which,  as  it  proceeds,  it  deposits  its  eggs;  it  is  usually  to  be 
found  at  the  deepest  end  of  the  tunnel  and  the  eggs. at  intervals. 
The  eggs  develop,  and,  as  the  epidermis  desquamates,  they  come  to 
the  surface  by  degrees,  the  young  being  born  usually  as  they  reach  the 
surface.    The  irritation  of  the  animal  in  the  epidermis  gives  rise  to  a 
slight  inflammation  causing  the  formation  of  a  papule.    Usually  there 
IS  great  itching,  and  the  scratching  leads  to  further  eruptions,  especially 
in  predisposed  persons. 

The  Acarus  folliculorum  is  a  long  narrow  animal  provided 
anterioriy  with  four  pairs  of  short  feet.  It  is  found  in  the  sebaceous 
folhcles,  especially  of  the  external  meatus  of  the  ear  and  neighbourhood 
of  the  nose.    It  seems  to  produce  no  special  irritation. 

Pediculi  or  lice  occur  in  three  forms,  the  pediculus  capitis,  coq^oris 
and  pubis,  which  hardly  require  special  description. 

The  PuLEX  iRRiTANS,  or  common  flea,  is  familiar  to  every  one. 

_  The  LARV^  OF  INSECTS  or  MAGGOTS  are  occasionally  found  in  the 
tissues  of  man.    There  are  a  few  cases  in  which  such  larvae  have,  by 
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migrating  under  the  skin,  pi'oduced  consideral)le  iiiHamniation.  There 
are  also  cases  in  which,  deposited  in  neglected  wounds,  or  even  in  the 
mouth  and  nostrils  of  excessively  debilitated  persons,  they  have  actually 
produced  consideral)le  destruction  l)y  feeding  on  the  tissues.  In 
neglected  military  hospitals  wounds  are  often  abiindantly  tenanted 
by  maggots. 


PART   SECOND.— DISEASES    OF  THE 
SPECIAL  ORGANS  AND  SYSTEMS. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  ORGANS  OF  CIRCULATION. 

A.— THE  HEAET  AND  PEEICAEDIUM. 

MALFORMATIONS  OF  THE  HEART. 

'TjlOE  a  very  full  account  of  the  malformations  of  the  heart  we  are 
indebted  to  Dr.  Peacock,  whose  work  forms  the  basis  of  the 
remarks  under  this  heading. 

Misplacements  of  the  heart  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and  the  more 
important  of  them  are  merely  part  of  a  general  malformation  of  the 
body.  The  heart  may  be  transposed,  that  is  to  say,  placed  in  a  position 
I  )n  the  right  side  of  the  chest  corresponding  with  that  which  it  normally 
occupies  on  the  left.  With  this  there  is  usually  transposition  of  the 
\  iscera,  but  it  sometimes  occurs  alone.  Again,  the  heart  may  occupy 
theWddle  line  as  it  does  in  early  foetal  life.  It  may  be  placed  outside 
the  thorax  altogether,  but  in  this  case  there  are  other  congenital 
malformations,  and  that  of  the  heart  only  forms  a  part. 

Absence  of  the  pericardium  is  a  rare  congenital  malformation, 
and  is  mostly  associated  with  misplacement  of  the  heart.  It  is  not  to 
be  confused  with  adhesion  of  the  pericardium  and  consequent  obliter- 
ation of  the  sac  which  is  so  frequent  in  after-life. 

True  malformations  of  the  heart  and  great  vessels  for 
the  most  part  represent  survivals  of  foetal  conditions.  In  order  to  a 
comprehension  of  these  conditions  it  will  be  necessary  here  to  refer 
briefly  to  the  state  of  the  heart  in  early  foetal  life,  and  the  chan-^es 
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which  it  subsequently  ixndergocs.  The  heart  at  an  early  period  consisi  s 
of  two  cavities,  an  am^icle  and  a  ventricle.  The  simple  auricle  receives 
the  two  vente  cava?,  and  the  ventricle  gives  origin  to  the  common  arterial 
trunk.  The  ventricle,  the  auricle,  and  the  common  arterial  trunk  suhs*-- 
fjucntlyiindergo  subdivision  each  into  two.  This  separation  in  the  vmtrhic 
begins  near  the  apex ;  the  septum  gradually  rises  towards  the  base,  its 
completion  at  the  base  being  delayed  after  the  rest  of  the  septum  has  been 
formed.  The  common  arterial  trunk  begins  to  show  signs  of  division 
by  a  septum  about  the  time  that  the  interventricular  septum  is  approacli- 
ing  the  base.  A  septum  passing  from  both  sides  of  the  artery  meets 
and  divides  the  vessel  into  what  are  subsequently  the  pulmonary  artery 
and  the  aorta.  These  are  so  adjusted  as  to  connect  with  the  right  and 
left  ventricles  respectively.  The  division  of  the  auricles  does  not  begin 
till  the  ventricular  septum  is  nearly  completed,  namely  about  the  ninth 
Aveek,  and  after  being  fully  formed  the  septum  remains  partially  open 
during  the  whole  of  intra-uterine  life. 

Some  of  the  malformations  met  with  are  survivals  from  a  very  early 
period  of  foetal  life.  The  heart  may  consist  of  only  two  cavities,  an 
auricle  and  a  ventricle,  with  a  single  arterial  trunk  representing  both 
aorta  and  pulmonary  artery.  Then  there  is  the  heart  with  three 
cavities,  an  imperfectly  divided  auricle  with  two  auriculo-ventricular 
orifices,  and  a  single  ventricle  with  no  septum,  or  a  very  rudimentary 
one. 

Leaving  out  of  view  these  extreme  cases,  most  instances  of  imperfect 
closure  of  the  septa  are  directly  related  to  obstruction  caused  by  disease 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  or  aorta  at  or  near  their  orifices.  In  a  way  to  be 
presently  explained  such  obstruction  leads  to  imperfect  closure  and  other 
malformations.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  part  at  the  base  is  the 
last  part  of  the  septum  to  close,  and  that  it  is  at  the  base  that' the 
great  vessels  arise.  Consequently  an  imperfect  closure  vdW  cause  both 
ventricles  to  communicate  more  or  less  with  both  great  arteries,  and  if 
one  of  the  latter  be  larger  than  the  other  it  will,  as  it  Avere,  overlap  the 
imperfect  septum  and  take  origin  partly  from  the  other  ventricle  as 
well  as  its  own. 

Let  us  consider  the  effect  of  stenosis  of  the  pulmonary  artery 
occurring  at  an  early  period,  Avhen  the  interventricular  septum  has  not 
yet  closed  ;  or  let  us  suppose  that  the  common  arterial  trunk,  instead  of 
<lividing  into  pulmonary  artery  and  aorta,  does  so  imperfectly,  and  so 
there  is  a  large  aorta  and  a  small  pulmonary  artery,  or  even  an  entu-e 
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absence  of  the  latter.  In  the  case  last  mentioned  the  blood  from  the 
right  A-entricle,  as  well  as  that  from  the  left,  would  puss  into  the  aorta, 
and  the  constant  recurrence  of  this  passage  of  blood  at  each  systole  of 
the  ventricle  Avould  trevent  the  closure  of  the  septum  at  the 
base,  and  cause  the  aorta  to  take  permanent  origin  from  the  right 
ventricle  as  well  as  from  the  left.  The  condition  would  in  fact  virtually 
be  that  of  a  heart  Avith  three  cavities,  and  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the 
cases  in  which  tliis  is  the  form  of  malformation  may  have  such  an 
origin.  Short  of  this  comj)lete  atresia  (or  obliteration)  of  the  pulmon- 
B.vy  artery,  obstruction  may  occur  in  varying  degrees,  and  the  I'esults 
will  yary  correspondingly.  The  aorta  will,  in  the  more  serious  cases, 
take  origin  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  from  the  right  ventricle,  Avhile 
in  those  which  are  less  extreme  there  will  simply  be  a  gaj)  in  the 
septum. 

It  has  already  been  remarked  that  the  last  part  of  the  septum  to 
close  in  the  foetus  is  the  basal  part,  and  there  is,  even  in  the  adult,  a 


Fig.  15H -Defect  of  inter-ventriuular  septum.    The  gap  is  situated  at 
(PKA?  oa<.)'  the  undefended  space  in  the  normal  heart. 

•small  triangular  space  at  the  base  of  the  septum,  in  Avhich  there  is  no 
muscular  tissue,  and  which  is  composed  only  of  the  two  layers  of 
endocarduim  of  the  right  and  left  ventricles  and  some  loose  connective 
tissue  between.  This  space  is  called  the  undefended  space,  and  in  a 
considerable  proportion  of  cases  a  mimite  aperture  persists  in  adult  life 
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at  this  point.    If  the  se])tnni  c1os(;s  iiiii^erfectly  tlie  ya])  has  its  seat  here 
(see  Fig.  153). 

We  have  seen  that  im])erfect  closure  of  the  septum  and  ])ai-ti;il 
origin  of  the  aorta  from  the  right  ventricle  are  the  most  direct  results  of 
stenosis  or  atresia  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  but  there  are  other  resuhs 
which  also  follow.    The  septum  is  bulged  to  the  left,  and  the  right 
ventricle  is  generally  greatly  hypertrophied.    This  hypei-troi)hy  of  the 
right  ventricle  is  pi'obably  of  the  same  nature  as  the  hypertroph}^  of 
the  ventricles  in  adult  life,  which  occurs  so  frciiuently  in  connection 
with  obstruction  of  orifices.    It  is  due  to  the  extra  powerful  muscular 
efforts  made  by  the  right  ventricle  to  overcome  the  obstruction  of  the 
pulmonary  artery.  fH 
In  addition  to  imperfection  of  the  interventricular  septum,  there  is~ 
very  often  in  these  cases  imperfect  closure  of  the  FORAMEN  OVALE  after 
birth.    This  will  he  a  natui'al  consequence  of  the  enlargement  of  the 
right  ventricle.    The  obstruction  of  the  pulmonary  artery  keeps  back 
the  blood,  as  it  were,  in  the  right  ventricle  and  auricle,  and  the 
blood,  accumulating  in  the  right  auricle,  continues  to  pass  through  the 
foramen  ovale,  and  prevents  its  closure.    This  consequence,  however, 
does  not  invariably  follow. 

Another  consequence  of  occasional  occurrence  is  the  permanent 
patency  of  the  DUCTUS  arteriosus.  If  the  pulmonary  artery  at  its  origin 
is  so  much  obstructed  as  to  prevent  the  passage  of  the  blood  in  due 
amount  to  the  lungs,  then  the  aorta  will  after  birth  augment  the  supply 
by  the  ductus  arteriosus,  through  which  the  blood  wiW  pass  in  the 
reverse  direction  to  what  is  normal  in  the  foetus. 

We  have  hitherto  considered  the  case  of  obstruction  of  the  pul- 
monary artery  at  a  time  when  the  interventricular  septum  is  still  incom- 
plete but  it  may  occur  after  the  completion  of  the  septum.  In  that 
case  the  most  direct  result  Avill  be  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the 
rio-ht  ventricle,  and  permanent  patency  of  the  foramen  ovale.  Patency 
of'' the  foramen  ovale  will  be  a  more  constant  result  here  than  m  the 
former  case,  as  this  orifice  will  afford  the  only  means  of  rehevmg  the 
excessive  accumulation  of  blood  in  the  right  side,  whereas  m  the  case 
of  imperfect  interventricular  septum  the  excess  is  relieved  by  Urn 

communication.  , 
We  have  been  considering  the  effects  of  OBSTRUCTION  of  the  pul- 


monary artery,  but  the  AORTA  is  sometimes,  though  by  no  means  so 
frequently,  the  seat  of  obstruction.  In  that  ca.se  the  relation  of  ma  ters 
is  inverted     The  septum  of  the  ventricles  is  imperfect,  but  it  is  bulged 
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to  the  right,  and  tlie  pulmonai^v  artery  takes  origin  more  or  less  from 
the  left  ventricle  as  well  as  from  the  right.  The  aorta  beyond  the  obstruc- 
tion often  continues  after  birth  to  be  supplied  with  blood  from  the 
pulmonary  artery  through  the  ductus  arteriosus.  The  foramen  ovale 
may  remain  open. 

It  has  been  stated  above  that  the  pulmonary  artery  is  miich  more 
frequently  obstructed  than  the  aorta  during  foetal  life,  and  this  leads  us 
to  consider  what  may  be  THE  CAUSE  OF  OBSTRUCTION  in  these  cases. 
The  obstruction  may  be  due  to  disease  of  the  valves  or  to  contraction 
of  the  artery  itself.  We  are  familiar  with  malformation  of  the  valves 
from  adhesion  in  adult  life  as  a  consequence  of  inflammation,  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  due  to  the  same  cause 
in  the  fojtus.  In  the  annexed  figTire  (Fig.  154)  a 
condition  of  the  pulmonary  valve  is  shown  which  is 
exactly  similar  to  that  which  we  so  often  see  in  the 
aortic  valve  in  the  adult.  The  three  curtains  are 
thickened  and  united  by  their  margins  so  as  to  form 
a  diaphragm  instead  of  three  mobile  folds.  In  the 
adult,  inflammation  is  immensely  more  common  in  the  taf 'fdh^^sto^S^^  the 
valves  of  the  left  side  than  in  those  of  the  right,  and  Z^^'  ^LT  Th^ 
it  is  difficult  to  understand  how  it  is  exactly  the  re- 
verse  in  the  foetus. 

The  proclivity  to  disease  shown  by  the  valves  of  the  left  side  in  the 
adult  is  usually  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  these  are  exposed  to  greater 
strain  than  those  of  the  right  side.  The  blood-pressure  in  the  systemic 
arteries  is  much  higher,  and  is  exposed  to  greater  variations.  But 
in  the  foetus,  as  Peacock  has  pointed  out,  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  the  circulation  is  dependent  on  the  right  ventricle  than  in  the  adult, 
the  descending  aorta  and  the  umbilical  arteries  being  fed  by  this 
ventricle.  The  lilood  in  the  umbilical  arteries  must  be  exposed  to 
considerable  variations  in  pressure,  from  obstructions  occurring  in  the 
umbilical  cord  and  placenta,  and  these  variations  will  be  reflected  to  the 
pulmonary  artery  and  right  ventricle.  On  the  other  hand,  the  left 
ventricle  and  aorta  in  the  foetus  are  related  to  a  much  smaller  area 
of  the  circulation  than  in  the  adult,  and  the  systemic  arteries  in 
the  quiescent  state  of  the  foBtus  Avill  be  little  exposed  to  variations 
in  pressure. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  malformations  hitherto  referred  to 
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ciie  connected  with  and  due  to  ohstniction  of  the  pxdnionary  ailery  or 
aorta,  l)nt  it  is  to  be  added  that  incompleteness  of  the  septum  and  the 
l)artial  mispUicements  of  the  great  vessels  which  go  along  with  it  may 
occ\ir  without  any  such  cause  Ijeing  apparent.  The  same  applies  to 
patency  of  the  foramen  ovale,  but  in  a  much  higher  degree. 

Mere  patency  of  the  foramen  ovale  is  hardly  to  be  regarded 
as  a  serious  malformation,  especially  when  we  consider  that  in 
nearly  a  half  of  adult  hearts  there  is  a  slight  degree  of  incompleteness 
in  the  closure  of  this  aperture.  In  these  cases,  however,  there  is  no  real 
mixing  of  the  currents  in  the  two  auricles,  as  the  remaining  apertui'(i 
is  valved  by  folds  in  the  septum.  The  imperfect  closure  beconK 
important  when,  through  obstruction  in  the  pulmonary  artery,  the 
blood  pressure  in  the  right  auricle  is  raised  sufficiently  to  cause  tli<: 
1)lood  to  pass  through  the  aperture. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject  it  will  be  proper  to  refer  to 
certain  irregularities  of  the  primary  vessels.  There  are  case, 
on  record  in  which  the  aorta  has  arisen  posteriorly  from  the  right  ven- 
tricle and  the  pulmonary  artery  anteriorly  from  the  left.  In  this  case, 
the  blood  from  the  systemic  veins  is  sent  into  the  systemic  arteries 
without  passing  through  the  lungs.  Such  a  condition  seems  hardl\- 
compatible  with  the  prolongation  of  life  after  birth  ■  yet  several  cases 
of  survival  are  on  record,  in  one  case  hfe  being  prolonged  as  long  a> 
three  years. 

Another  malformation  is  narrowness  or  obliteration  of  the  isthmus 
OF  THE  AORTA,  or  that  portiou  between  the  giving  off  of.  the  left  sub- 
clavian and  the  insertion  of  the  ductus  arteriosus.  In  the  foetus  this 
portion  is  hardly  in  use,  and  it  may  be  imperfectly  developed  and 
form  after  birth,  an  obstruction.  In  that  case  the  pulmonary  artery 
will  usually  supply  the  abdominal  aorta,  as  in  the  foetus,  the  ductus 
arteriosus  remaining  patent.  The  ductus  arteriosus  may  close,  how- 
ever in  which  case  the  descending  aorta  must  be  replenished  by  cir- 
cuitous anastomoses  through  the  subclavian,  mammary,  intercostal,  and 
epigastric  arteries. 

In  addition  to"  these  more  serious  malformations  of  the  heart  and  its 
o-reat  vessels,  there  are  certain  congenital  malformations  of  the 
VALVES  which  merit  some  attention.  These  malformations  concern 
mainly  the  semilunar  valves  of  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery The 
valve  may  be  in  the  form  of  a  diaphragm  in  which  there  are  merely  indica- 
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tions  of  a  tripartite  formation.  In  this  case  the  diaphragm  is  often  pro- 
truded into  the  vessel  in  the  form  of  a  funnel.  Again,  we  not  un- 
frequently  meet  with  some  variety  in  the  size  or  ilumber  of  the 
semilunar  folds.  There  may  he  only  two  curtains,  usually  a  large  and 
a  normal  one.  The  larger  one  commonly  shows  indications  of  a  par- 
tial division  (see  Fig.  155).  Then  with  three  curtains  there  may  be  two 
large  segments  and  a  small  rudimentary  one  lietween. 

These  malformations  are  pro- 
l)ably  to  be  referred  to  endocar- 
tlitis  occurring  in  the  foetus.  In 
adult  life  endocarditis  often  pro- 
duces adhesion  of  the  curtains, 
but  there  is  also  very  great 
contortion  of  the  valves.  But, 
in  the  foetus,  the  plastic  power 
and  adaptabihty  of  the  struc- 
tures  is  much  greater,  and  the  tiSI  ^  t^^'^S  ^S^f ^ S  ""^'sho^  a 
three  coalesced  valves  may  form  i^'"'"'-^! '^i^'^*""-  (^--^ock.) 

a  well-shaped  diaphragm,  or  the  two  a  single  larger  semilunar  fold.  In 
either  case  there  are  still  indications  of  the  coalescence  in  the  form  of 
thickenings  along  the  line  of  union.    It  is  obvious  that  these  malfor- 
mations will  frequently  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  valves.  In 
the  extreme  cases  of  complete  union  of  the  three  curtains  (as  in  Fig.  154) 
there  will  be  great  obstruction  as  well  as  imperfect  closure.  Vhen 
there  are  only  two  curtains  the  middle  part,  where  coalescence  has  oc- 
cuiTed,  is.  thicker,  and  the  curtain  mil  be  more  rigid  at  this  point. 
This,  Itself,  will  interfere  with  the  curtains  falling  back  against  the 
aortic  wall  during  the  systole  of  the  ventricle,  and  so  there  will  be  a 
certain  degree  of  ol)struction.    But,  again,  during  the  process  of  growth, 
the  thickened  line  of  junction  being  unduly  rigid  will  not  probably  ex- 
pand sufficiently,  and  the  middle  of  the  curtain  will  thus  be  held  back. 
During  the  closure  of  the  valve  there  will  thus  be  an  aperture  left, 
allowing  of  regurgitation.    The  tendency  to  regurgitation  is  increased 
by  the  imperfect  support  which  the  large  curtain  receives  from  the 
smaller  one.    During  closure  the  edge  of  the  large  one  must  partially 

occur  '^'"^^  ^^'^         S^^l^  "^^^3- 

We  have  seen  that  these  adhesions  of  the  curtains  are  probably  due 
to  intra-uterine  endocarditis,  and  there  is  apt  to  be  a  recurrence  of  the 
disease  after  birth.    It  may  be  said  that  the  previous  existence  of  in- 
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flammation  renders  the  structures  liable  to  a  i-ecurrence  or  possiljly  a 
prolongation  from  the  foetal  period.  But,  in  addition,  the  imperfect 
adaptation  of  the  valves  will  itself  afford  a  certain  irritation  and  pre- 
dispose the  structures  to  inflammation.  So  it  happens  that  valves 
malformed  in  this  way  are  peculiarly  prone  to  disease  in  after-life,  even 
though  their  function  is  not  at  first  imperfect. 

Besides  the  variations  already  noted  the  curtains  of  the  aortic  and 
pulmonary  valves  are  sometimes  abnormally  numerous,  especiall) 
those  of  the  latter.  There  may  be  four  curtains  instead  of  three,  and 
they  may  present  all  varieties  of  size  relative  to  one  another. 

The  semilunar  valves  sometimes  present  a  condition  somewluit 

APPROACHING   that    of    THE   AURICULO- VENTRICULAR    VALVES  which 

are  of  the  cuspid  form.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  during  the  closure 
of  a  semilunar  valve  the  curtains  do  not  come  in  contact  by  their  fiee 
margins,  but  that  the  line  of  contact  is  somewhat  removed  from  tlie 
margin.  During  closure,  therefore,  when  the  artery  is  full,  a  certain 
portion  of  the  curtain  floats  free  in  the  blood.  Now  the  portion  l»e- 
tween  the  line  of  contact  and  the  free  margin  is  frequently  the  seat  .if 
apertures  or  fenestrations,  and  that  without  affecting  the  function  of 
the  valve.    This  fenestration  may  be  very  extreme  and  may  graduate 

towards    a    condition  in 
which  (see  Figure  156),  in 
stead  of  a  piece  of  tissm-. 
there  are  merely  a  seiie- 
of  tendinous  bands  passing 
from  the  curtain,  near  the 
line  of  contact,  to  the  wall 
of  the  vessel  at  the  point 
of  insertion  of  the  curtain. 
These  tendinous  bands  re- 
semble the  chordae  tendineae 
of  the  cuspid  valves,  and 
the  resemblance  may  be  in- 

Fisr  150  -  Fenestration  of  tlie  marginal  parts  of  the  aortic  creased  by  the  neighbouring 

^^d^^^^^^^^^"^^^  edges  of  the  curtains  being 
jection  from  the  aorta.  joined,  and  the  teudinous 

bands  from  the  adjacent  borders  of  two  curtains  passing  together  to  the 
wall  of  the  vessel  (see  figure).  There  may  be  even  on  the  wall  of  the 
vessel  an  elongated  prominence  into  which  the  bands  are  inserted,.and 
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resembling  a  musculus  papillaris.  These  bands  may  have  a  considerable 
free  course  from  the  middle  of  the  curtain  to  the  wall  of  the  vessel.  A 
certain  indication  of  such  conditions  is  very  frequent  in  both  the  aortic 
and  pulmonary  valves. 

It  may  be  asked,  Does  such  a  malformation  interfere  with  the 
function  of  the  valve  1  Probably  not  much,  but  still  to  a  certain 
extent.  Each  form  of  valve  is  appropriate  to  its  own  place.  The 
cuspid  form  is  adapted  to  an  aperture  between  two  cavities,  the  semi- 
lunar to  the  orifice  or  course  of  a  vessel.  The  latter  takes  up  less  room, 
and  by  reason  of  the  complete  separation  of  the  curtains  it  falls  back 
completely  Avhen  the  blood  rushes  past  it.  But  if  the  valve  approaches 
to  the  cuspid  form,  especially  if  the  margins  of  the  curtains  are  united, 
and  the  tendinous  bands  from  two  have  a  common  insertion,  then  there 
can  hardly  be  that  complete  falling  back  which  occurs  when  the  func- 
tion is  perfect.  This  will  probably  cause  a  trivial  obstruction,  and  the 
curtains  being  unduly  exposed  to  the  force  of  the  wave  of  blood  may  be 
speciidly  liable  to  inflammation. 

Cyanosis. — Before  leaving  the  subject  of  malformations  of  the  heart, 
we  have  to  consider  this  condition  which  is  so  often  associated  with 
certain  forms.  Children  born  with  malformations  of  the  heart  are 
usually  liable  to  symptoms  connected  with  the  respiration  and  circula- 
tion, which  are  in  many  respects  comparable  with  those  from  valvular 
disease  acquired  in  after-life,  and  consist  chiefly  in  attacks  of  dyspnoea 
and  lividity.  These  symptoms  may  occur  at  birth  or  soon  after  it,  but 
they  may  be  postponed  even  for  years,  and  develop  apparently  by  some 
extra  stress  laid  on  the  circulation.  Occurring  at  first  intermittently 
the  dyspno?a  and  lividity  very  often,  to  some  extent,  become  permanent, 
and  this  is  particularly  true  of  the  lividity.  This  generally  becomes 
such  a  marked  characteristic  of  such  persons  that  they  are  visibly  the 
subjects  of  Cyanosis  or  morbus  c^ruleus.  The  lips  and  finger  nails  are 
blue,  and  there  is,  perhaps,  a  deep  lividity  of  hands,  feet,  and  cheeks  as 
well. 

Two  explanations  of  this  symptom  have  been  off-ered.  The  first  is 
that,  as  in  these  cases,  the  septa  of  the  heart  are  mostly  imperfect,  the 
lividity  results  from  the  mixing  of  the  currents,  venous  blood  being 
mixed  with  the  arterial  in  the  systemic  vessels.  This  looks  a  very 
likely  explanation,  but  there  are  two  serious  objections  to  it.  Cyanosis 
has  been  found  in  cases  where  the  currents  did  not  mix,  and  it  has  been 
absent  where  they  undoubtedly  did.    Besides  this,  it  is  found  that  the 
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degree  of  cyuiiosis  is  not  at  all  proportionate  to  the  mixing  of  the  cur- 
rents. The  other  explanation  is  that  the  cyanosis  is  due  to  venous 
engorgement,  just  as  lividity  occurring  in  valvular  disease  in  the  adult. 
In  nearly  all  the  cases  there  is  obstruction  of  the  i)ulmonary  arter\ 
whicli  we  have  seen  to  be  at  the  basis  of  most  malformations,  and  this 
has  the  effect  of  bringing  about  a  general  venous  engorgement.  Duriiiji 
the  early  periods  of  hfe  the  blood-vessels  are  more  yielding  and  plastic, 
and  so  the  permanent  congestion  tells  much  more  on  them  than  it  doc- 
in  adult  life.  Cyanosis  developed  in  after-life  sometimes  approaches  in 
intensity  to  that  from  malformation,  but  it  rarely  reaches  it. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  refer  to  the  duration  of  life  in  persons 
affected  with  malformations  of  the  heart.    If  there  is  merely  slight  im 
perfection  of  the  septa,  the  defect  is  of  Httle  importance,  and  Ave  haxc 
already  seen  that  there  is  imperfect  closure  of  the  foramen  ovale  in  a 
large  proportion  of  the  cases  met  with  in  the  ordinary  course  of  post- 
mortem examination.     If  there  is  moderate  contraction  of  the  iml- 
monary  artery  while  the  heart  is  otherwise  well  formed,  the  right 
ventricle  will  proljably  hypertrophy,  and  this  may  almost  completely 
compensate,  so  that  life  is  scarcely  shortened.    If  the  foramen  o^  ale  is 
distinctly  patent,  this  generally  implies  a  greater  degree  of  obstructK  iii 
of  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  life  is  usually  abbreviated.    Peacock  has 
collected  twenty  cases  of  this  kind,  and  only  eleven  of  these  lived  to  the 
age  of  15  and  upwards,  but  some  hved  as  long  as  34,  40,  and  57.  In 
three  cases  the  ductus  arteriosus  was  also  open,  and  these  died  at  the 
ages  of  10  months,  15  months,  and  29  years.    If  the  interventricular 
septum  is  imperfect,  this  implies  an  obstruction  at  an  earlier  period  ot 
foetal  life,  and  the  duration  of  life  is  shorter.    Of  sixty-four  cases,  only 
fourteen  survived  the  age  of  15,  but  still  three  lived  as  long  as  25,  an.l 
one  to  39  years.    Where  the  pulmonary  artery  is  entirely  impervious, 
the  duration  of  life  is  still  shorter  :  of  twenty-eight  such  cases  only  se\eu 
lived  over  a  year,  and  the  longest  duration  was  12  years.    Where  there 
is  still  greater  arrest  of  development,  and  the  heart  consists  of  but  one- 
ventricle,  with  one  or  two  auricles,  the  period  of  survival  is  usuallj-  ver\- 
limited,  but  it  is  interesting  to  find  that  four  persons  thus  affected  have 
lived  to  the  ages  of  11,  16,  23,  and  24  years.    Transposition  of  the  pul- 
monary artery  and  aorta  might  appear  to  l)e  a  malformation  almost 
incompatible  with  life,  and  yet  of  twenty-one  such  cases,  four  hved 
between  2  and  3  years.    When  the  aorta  is  obstracted  at  its  isthmus, 
and  the  descending  aorta  is  supi.lied,  wholly  or  partially,  by  the  pul- 
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nionaiy  artery,  the  duration  of  life  is  usually  very  limited.  The  lungs 
seem  to  be  deprived  of  blood,  because  it  passes  to  the  abdominal  aorta, 
and  the  children  die  with  symptoms  of  dyspnoea  and  syncope.  If  the 
obstruction,  however,  be  only  slight,  the  person  may  survive  to  adult  or 
middle  life,  even  though  the  ductus  arteriosus  remains  pervious  ;  thus 
there  are  cases  of  survival  to  24,  32,  and  43  years  of  age.  If  the  constric- 
tion be  so  slight  that  the  ductus  arteriosus  closes,  it  may  yet  become  much 
more  considerable  afterwards,  or  the  aorta  may  even  be  obliterated 
at  the  point  indicated.  Yet  such  patients  may  survive  long,  as  even 
with  obHteration  the  ages  of  45,  50,  and  57  have  been  attained. 
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This  condition  is  one  of  comparatively  frequent  occurrence,  but  is 
for  the  most  part  merely  a  part  of  general  atrophy,  or  emaciation  of 
the  body.  In  emaciating  diseases  such  as  phthisis  pulmonalis,  stricture 
of  the  oesophagus,  cancer  of  the  stomach,  etc.,  where  the  muscular 
system  as  a  whole  has  undergone  great  reduction  in  bulk,  the  heart  is 
found  to  take  part  in  the  same  process.  Taking  the  normal  weight  of 
the  heart  as  9  ounces  for  the  female,  and  10  or  11  ounces  for  the  male,  we 
may  find  it  reduced  to  6  or  even  5  ounces.  The  heart  as  a  whole  is 
obviously  smaller,  and  it  has  a  darker  colour  than  normal,  while  the 
coronary  arteries  stand  out  unduly,  often  as  somewhat  prominent  tubes. 
This  change  of  colour  and  the  prominence  of  the  arteries  are  largely  due 
to  the  loss  of  the  sub-pericardial  fat,  which  normally  covers  the  greater 
part  of  the  surface  and  accompanies  the  coronary  arteries,  partially 
embedding  them  in  the  adipose  tissue.  The  muscular  tissue  itself  is 
darker  in  colour,  presenting  a  dirty  brown  hue  instead  of  the  normal 
robust  red.  It  is  also  tougher  and  dryer.  The  deepening  of  the 
colour  is  probably  due  to  a  concentration  of  the  normal  pigment 
from  the  diminution  of  the  contractile  substance  without  any  loss  of 
the  pigment,  just  as  red  blood  corpuscles  become  much  deeper  in  tint 
when  they  shrink  by  drying  in. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  the  muscular  fibres  in  this  condition  undergo 
an  actual  diminution  in  thickness,  although  from  the  great  variety 
in  diameter  which  the  nuiscular  fibres  of  the  heart  present  this  is  very 
difficult  to  prove.  The  shrinking  of  the  muscular  fibres  causes  the  con- 
nective tissue  to  be  unduly  pr-ominent,  and  gives  the  muscle  its  undue 
toughness. 
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IIYPERTKOPHY  OF  THE  HEART. 

Ill  cntoring  on  tliis  snhjcct  it  is  necessary  in  the  first  place  \(> 
consider  nnder  what  circumstances  such  a  condition  may  be  brought 
about.    It  will  be  understood  that  the  term  is  applied  to  hypertrophy 
of  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart,  giving  rise  according  to  circum- 
stances to  enlargement  of  particular  ventricles  or  auricles,  or  of  tin' 
heart  as  a  whole.    We  have  already  seen  that  hy])ertrophy  of  muscli' 
occurs  as  a  result  of  repeated  forcilile  contraction  of  the  muscle,  ami 
apparently  from  no  other  cause,  hence  in  each  case  of  cardiac  hypertropli  \ 
we  have  to  look  for  some  cause  producing  increased  vigour  of  the  con 
tractions  of  the  cardiac  muscle.    The  cardiac  contractions  are  regulated 
by  the  wants  of  the  system.    When  we  lie  quiet  in  bed  they  are  com 
paratively  infrequent  and  deficient  in  force.    When  we  exert  oursehcs 
by  walking  or  climbing  a  hill,  they  increase,  it  may  be  greatly,  in  fre- 
quency and  force.    The  needs  of  the  tissues  assert  themselves  by  the 
nervous  connections  of  the  body  on  the  cardiac  ganglia,  and  the  contrac 
tions  become  more  forcible.    AVithin  the  hmits  of  health,  and  AvithoiU 
any  increase  of  the  volume  of  the  cardiac  muscle,  there  are  great  vari- 
ations possible  in  the  force  of  the  cardiac  contractions.    But  where  the 
heart  is  for  a  prolonged  period  impelled  to  unusually  violent  exertion, 
it  may  become  hypertrophied.     Thus,  in  soldiers  who  have  had  to 
execute  a  series  of  long  marches,  hypertrophy  has  been  found  to 
develop ;  in  such  a  case  it  is  comparable  with  that  of  the  muscles  of  a 
blacksmith's  arm,  and  is  hardly  pathological.  Now,  anything  which  inter- 
feres with  the  due  carrying-on  of  the  circulation  will  be  likely  to  lead 
to  increased  vigour  of  the  cardiac  contractions,  and,  if  prolonged,  to 
hypertrophy.    If  the  arteries  are  not  duly  filled  at  each  systole,  if  the 
blood  does  not  reach  the  capillaries  with  a  sufficiently  rapid  current, 
then  the  heart  replies  to  certain  reflex  impulses  and  contracts  more 
Adgorously.     Conditions  leading  thus  directly  to  impoverishment  of 
the  circulation,  may  be  situated  in  the  heart  itself  or  outside  it,  and 
it  will  be  understood  that  the  hypertrophy  will  be  compensatory,  and 
may  be  sufficient  to  overcome  the  difficulty. 

In  many  of  these  conditions  there  is  a  mechanical  interference  \nth 
the  flow  of  the  blood  either  in  the  heart  itself  or  in  the  arteries,  and  as 
a  consequence  the  heart  is  overloaded  v^nth  blood.  In  such  cases  the 
cavities  will  be  dilated  and  the  dilatation  may  indeed  be  the  primary 
condition,  the  hypertrophy  occurring  as  a  secondary  consequence.  It  is 
usual,  therefore,  to  consider  dilatation  and  hypertrophy  together,  there 
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being  commonly  some  dilatation  along  with  the  hypertrophy,  although 
it  is  rare  to  find  dilatation  withoiit  hypertrophy. 

For  the  sake  of  illustration  we  shall  here  consider  some  cases 
of  cardiac  hypertrophy.  One  of  the  commonest  forms  is  that  which 
occurs  in  ADHESION  OF  THE  PERICARDIUM.  In  this  condition,  as  we 
shall  see  afterwards,  the  sac  of  the  pericardium  is  obliterated  and 
the  parietal  pericardium  has  coalesced  with  the  visceral.  In  some  cases 
there  is  very  little  hj-^pertrophy,  but  in  others  it  is  very  great.  It 
is  to  be  remembered  that  adhesion  of  the  pericardium  takes  origin  in 
inflammation,  and  from  this  circumstance  it  results  that  in  several 
ways  the  action  of  the  heart  is  interfered  with.  During  the  acute 
stage  of  the  inflammation  there  is  fluid  in  the  sac  of  the  pericardium, 
and  by  the  mere  mechanical  pressure  of  this  fluid  the  cardiac  contrac- 
tions are  interfered  with  ;  in  order  to  overcome>  this  obstacle  the  heart 
may  hypertrophy,  and  if  the  effiision  continue  long  enough  there  may  be 
hjqjertrophy  from  this  cause  alone.  But  again,  the  inflammation 
extends  a  certain  distance  into  the  muscular  wall  of  the  heart  beneath 
the  pericardium.  A  certain  portion  of-  muscle  is  thus  interfered  with 
in  its  action  and  more  vigorous  contraction  is  required  of  the  rest. 
There  may  even  be  considerable  thickening  of  the  pericardium  hy 
development  of  connective  tissue,  and  this  extending  some  distance  in 
the  connective  tissue  between  the  muscular  fibres  may  seriously  compro- 
mise them.  But  further,  when  adhesion  is  complete,  the  heart  in 
contracting  must  drag  in  with  it  the  parietal  as  well  as  the  visceral 
pericardium.  In  the  normal  state  the  parietal  pericardium  lies  against 
the  visceral,  and  there  is  no  cavity  left,  but  then  the  two  surfaces  slide  on 
one  another,  and  the  parietal  layer  accommodates  itself  to  the  move- 
ments of  the  heart.  If  there  is  adhesion,  however,  unless  the  adhesion 
be  very  loose,  there  can  be  no  such  sliding,  and  there  must  be  some 
loss  of  force  in  dragging  the  visceral  layer  inwards.  But  there  is  a 
further  very  important  element  in  the  problem.  The  inflammation  of 
the  pericardium  does  not  confine  itself  exactly  to  the  sac,  but  extends 
somewhat  outside  it,  so  that  when  recovery  occurs  the  visceral  layer 
IS  united  more  firmly  by  new-formed  connective  tissue  to  parts  around, 
to  the  ribs  and  intercostal  spaces,  the  sternum,  the  pleura,  and  the 
roots  of  the  lungs.  This  being  the  case,  the  heart  will  meet  with 
greatly  increased  i-esistance  in  contracting,  as  it  will  have  to  drag  in 
these  adhesions  in  order  to  empty  itself.  In  order,  therefore,  to  send  a 
normal  amount  of  blood  out  of  the  ventricles,  an  excessive  amount  of 
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muscular  force  will  ha  require.l,  and  the  continuance  of  this  will  lead  to 
hypertrophy.  It  will  })e  seen  that  these  causes  vary  to  a  considei- 
uhle  extent,  and  the  amount  of  hypertrophy  varies  in  proportion. 
As  the  causes  also  act  nearly  uniformly  on  the  heart,  the  hypei-troph^- 
is  general,  that  is,  it  usually  affects  all  the  cavities  of  the  heart.  Such 
a  hypertrophy  may  almost  completely  compensate,  so  that  a  person 
with  adherent  pericardium  and  a  ^-ery  large  heart  may  have  no  cardiac 
symptoms. 

As  other  illustrations  of  cardiac  hypertrophy  Ave  might  refer  to 
cases  of  valvular  disease  of  the  heart.  In  these  the  force  of  the 
cardiac  contractions  is  to  some  extent  wasted,  and  the  heart  is  spurred 
to  increased  exertion  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  system.  In  studying 
the  various  forms  of  valvular  disease  we  shall  have  sufficient  illustration 
of  this. 

Outside  the  heart  itself  there  may  be  causes  interfering  with 
the  circulation  and  leading  to  cardiac  hypertrophy.  These  causes,  like 
disease  of  the  valves,  will  mostly  act  primarily  on  one  cavity,  and 
so  we  shall  have  PARTIAL  hypertrophies.  One  of  the  most  obvious 
illustrations  of  this  is  afforded  by  diseases  in  which  the  circulation 
in  the  lungs  is  obstructed.  In  emphysema  there  is  great  obliteration 
of  the  pulmonary  vessels,  and  as  the  needs  of  the  organism  require  a 
certain  amount  of  blood  to  pass  through  the  pulmonary  vessels  in  a 
given  time,  the  right  ventricle  is  stirred  to  more  vigorous  contraction  in 
order  to  force  the  due  amount  through  the  smaller  number  of  vessels, 
and  through  time  it  hypertrophies.  In  the  case  of  the  systemic  circula- 
tion, aneurisms  and  rigiditj^  of  the  arteries  are  frequent  causes  of 
hypertrophy  of  the  left  A^entricle. 

We  come  now  to  a  form  of  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle 
which  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  explain,  namely  that  which  occurs  IN 
Bright's  DISEASE.  It  would  carry  us  too  far  at  the  present  stage  -were 
we  fully  to  discuss  the  causes  of  this  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  which 
will  be  taken  up  again  in  considering  the  pathology  of  affections  of 
the  kidney.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  noted  that  the  hypertrophy  is 
purely  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  its  cause  is  to  be  looked  for  in  some- 
thing which  increases  the  force  of  its  contractions,  oi",  in  other  Avords. 
some  obstruction  in  the  systemic  arterial  circulation.  It  is  natural  t(  > 
look  for  this  obstruction  in  the  kidneys  Avhere,  in  chronic  Bright's 
disease,  there  is  often  great  contraction  and  obstruction  of  the  capil- 
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laries.  There  are  serious  objections  to  the  acceptance  of  this  view 
(Avhich  was  tliat  of  Traiibe),  at  least  in  its  simplest  form,  and  we  shall 
return  to  this  point  aftorwaixls.  In  the  meantime  it  may  be  stated  that 
this  form  of  Bright's  disease  is  associated  with  an  increased  blood  j)res- 
sure  (increased  tension)  in  the  systemic  arteries,  and  that  this  is  sufficient 
to  account  for  the  hypertrophy  of  the  heart.  An  increase  of  the  general 
blood-ijressure  is  caused  most  effectually  by  a  general  narrowing  of  the 
smaller  arteries  throughout  the  body,  and  this  would  seriously  stress 
the  heart,  if  it  had  not  sufficient  force  in  its  existing  muscular  fibre.  In 
the  case  of  Bright's  disease  increased  arterial  tension  first  develops,  and 
this  is  followed  by  hypertrophy  of  the  heart. 

Even  when  we  have  enumerated  all  the  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the 
heart,  and  especially  of  the  left  ventricle,  in  which  a  definite  cause  can  be 
assigned,  there  still  remains  a  residuum  to  which  no  mechanical  explana- 
tion is  discoverable.  In  these  cases  it  may  be  presumed  that  there  is 
some  peripheral  obstruction  to  the  circulation,  perhaps  a  habitual  con- 
traction of  the  arteries  and  consequent  increased  tension.  Such  persons 
are  often  liable  to  palpitation,  and  sometimes  to  other  signs  of  heart 
disease,  but  ^vithout  any  valvular  lesion  or  other  mechanical  hindrance. 

Forms  of  Cardiac  Hypertrophy.— From  what  has  gone  before,  it 
will  be  apparent  that  hypertrophies  of  the  heart  vary  greatly  in  amount 
and  in  the  distribution  of  the  enlargement.  The  total  increase  in 
Aveight  is  greatest  in  cases  where  both  ventricles  are  enlarged,  and  the 
weight  of  the  heart  in  such  cases  not  uncommonly  reaches  from  27  to 
30  oimces.  It  is  least  where  the  right  ventricle  alone  is  enlarged,  because 
this  ventricle,  as  a  whole,  weighs  much  less  than  the  left,  but  in  pure  right 
ventricle  hypertrophy  a  Aveight  up  to  17  oimces  is  not  infrequent.  In 
hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  as  in  Bright's  disease,  the  weight  is 
frequently  over  20  ounces. 

In  GENERAL  HYPERTROPHY  the  general  shape  of  the  heart  is  not 
much  altered.  The  heart  is  enlarged  in  all  its  parts,  the  ventricles  and 
auricles  are  increased  in  capacity,  and  their  walls  are  thickened.  The 
heart  is  like  that  of  a  bullock  in  size,  so  that  the  name  co7-  hovis  is  often 
apphed  to  it. 

When  the  right  ventrkjle  is  mainly  affected,  the  heart  assumes  a 
someAvhat  quadrilateral  form  (see  Fig.  157).  On  examining  the  normal 
heart  as  it  lies  on  its  posterior  surface,  after  removal  from  the  body,  the 
right  ventricle  is  seen  to  occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  anterior  aspect. 
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The  position  of  the  septum,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying  figure,  is 
shghtly  to  the  right  of  the  left  horder,  and  it  reaches  the  apex  region 
slightly  to  the  right  of  the  true  apex.  In  the  heart  the  position  of  the 
septum  is  always  indicated  on  the  surface  hy  the  coronary  artery  which, 
with  its  padding  of  fat,  occupies  a  groove  corresponding  with  the  antci-ior 
border  of  the  sc])tum.  In  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  as  shown 
by  the  dotted  line  in  the  figure,  the  apex  is  unduly  ol)tuse,  and  it  is 
often  difficult  to  determine  what  is  its  exact  seat.  The  septum  is  nearer 
the  left  border  than  usual,  and  it  reaches  the  apex  region  rather  to  the 
left  than  the  right  of  the  most  projecting  point.  The  right  ventricle 
also  monopolizes  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  heart  still  more  than  in  the 


Fig.  157.— Hypertrophy  of  right  ventricle.         Fig.  loS.  -HjiJertrophy  of  left  ventricle.  The 
The  alteration  in  shape  is  indicated  by  the  dot-       alteration  in  shape  indicated  by  dotted  line;  f/r 
ted  line  ;  a,  superior  vena  cava  ;  b,  aorta  ;  c,       ^j^g  hypertrophied  ventricle.  (Rindfleisch.) 
conus  arteriosus;  d,  rifflit  auricle;  e,  left  auricle  ; 
f,  left  ventricle.  (Rindfletsch.) 

normal  condition.  When  the  heart  is  laid  open,  the  undue  thickness  of 
the  right  ventricle,  as  well  as  the  enlargement  of  its  cavity,  becomes 
apparent. 

In  HYPERTROPHY  OF  THE  LEFT  VENTRICLE  the  relations  are  very  dif- 
ferent, as  shown  in  Fig.  158.  The  heart  as  a  whole  is  more  elongated 
and  pointed  than  normal,  and  this  is  often  very  striking.  The  apex 
part  especially  appears  greatly  prolonged.  AYhen  the  heart  is  viewed 
on  its  anterior  aspect  the  septum  is  seen  to  lie  more  to  the  right,  and 
the  true  apex  is  much  further  to  the  left  of  the  point  at  which  the 
septum  reaches  the  apex  region.  On  laying  open  the  heart,  the  thicken- 
ing of  the  wall  of  the  left  ventricle  is  very  obvious,  and  the  septum  is 
often  greatly  thickened.  The  septum  belongs  partly  to  the  left  and 
partly  to  the  right  ventricle,  but  as  the  left  ventricle  is  much  thicker  than 
the  right  the  septum  belongs  more  to  the  left.    It  .Wll  partake,  m  the 
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h}-pertroi)hy  of  either  ventricle,  and,  in  the  case  we  are  considering, 
the  thickening  is  often  very  striking.  The  thickened  septum  frequently 
bulges  into  the  right  ventricle,  sometimes  diminishing  its  capacity  greatly, 
and  even  producing  actual  ol)struction  of  the  conus  arteriosus. 

The  hypertrophied  heart  often  presents  a  peculiarly  firm  condition  of 
its  wall,  and  this  has  been  ascribed  by  Sir  William  Jenner  {Med.  Chir. 
Trans.,  1860,  p.  199)  to  a  passive  congestion  of  the  heart.  Cases 
of  cardiac  hypertrophy  are  very  frequently  such  (as  in  the  more  common 
forms  of  valvular  disease)  as  to  lead  to  a  general  venous  engorgement, 
in  which  the  heart  itself,  being  related  to  the  general  venous  system, 
partakes.  Now,  prolonged  venous  hypersemia  produces  in  organs, 
as  we  haA-e  seen  already,  a  certain  hypertrophy  and  increased  density  of 
the  connective  tissue.  Some  part  of  the  hypertrophy  in  such  cases  may 
even  be  due  to  increase  of  the  interstitial  connective  tissue.  Hence  the 
residt  is  that  the  walls  of  the  heart  are  more  rigid  than  normal,  and 
Avhen  the  cavities  are  laid  open  they  do  not  collapse,  but  stand  out  with 
their  outline  retained,  the  walls  having  a  tough  leathery  character.  The 
muscular  substance  also  is  frequently  of  a  yery  red  colour,  this  being 
largely  due  to  the  excess  of  blood  in  the  vessels. 

FATTY  INFILTEATION  OF  THE  HEART. 

The  normal  heart  is  well  known  to  present  on  its  surface  a  certain 
amount  of  adipose  tissue.  This  fat  is  beneath  the  pericardium,  lying 
between  it  and  the  muscular  substance  of  the  wall.  It  is  normally 
most  abimdant  along  the  course  of  the  coronary  arteries,  along  the  in- 
ferior l)order  of  the  right  ventricle,  at  the  apex  and  at  the  origins  of  the 
great  vessels.  In  different  individuals  the  amount  of  the  adipose  tissue 
and  the  extenii  to  which  it  covers  the  muscular  substance  so  as  to  con- 
ceal it  from  view,  vary  greatly,  but  it  may  be  said  generally  that  a 
considerable  part  of  the  surface  of  the  right  ventricle  and  the  greater 
part  of  that  of  the  left  are  usually  free  of  fat.  Sometimes  this  fat 
increases  greatly,  both  in  superficial  area  and  in  thickness.  We 
know  that  adipose  tissue  in  any  part  of  the  body  is  formed  out  of  loose 
connective  tissue  by  the  infiltration  of  fat  into  its  cells,  and  so  the  sub- 
pencardial  connective  tissue  may  become  extensively  converted  into 
adipose  tissue.  In  this  way  the  entire  right  ventricle  may  be  covered 
while  a  portion  of  the  left  is  still  free ;  or,  the  whole  heart  may  be 
coated  with  a  thick  mantle  of  fat. 
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The  conversion  does  not  always  confine  itself  to  the  pericardium, 
hut  frequently  extends  into  the  connective  tissue  in  the  proper  niu> 
cular  Avail  of  the  heart,  lying  hetween  the  muscular  fasciculi.    In  such 
cases  if  we  make  a  section  of  the  ventricle  we  find  streaks  of  adipos. 
tissue  extending  in  from  the  surface.    In  this  way  the  superficial  laj-ei  - 
of  the  muscular  wall  may  he  largely  replaced  Ijy  adipose  tissue,  which 
may  even  appear  in  isolated  patches  immediately  heneath  the  endocar- 
dium.   Normally  there  is  more  fat  on  the  surface  of  the  right  ventricle 
than  on  that  of  the  left,  and  here  also  the  pathological  increase  occurs 
to  the  greatest  extent.    It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  proper  muscnlai' 
.substance  of  the  right  ventricle  largely  replaced  hy  adipose  tissue,  only 
a  thin  layer  of   red  muscle  appearing  inside  the  thick  layer  of 
fat.    Of  course,  in  this  case,  there  is  great  loss  of  the  muscular  power 
of  the  heart;  the  right  ventricle  is  much  more  Hable  to  this  than 
the  left. 

*  In  some  cases  the  increase  of  the  external  fat  is  merely  part  of  a 
general  obesity,  in  Avhich  the  fat  in  all  its  various  localities  throughout 
the  body  takes  part.     But  sometimes  its  significance  is  much  men; 
.serious,  and  this  applies  especially  to  the  cases  in  which  adipose  tissue 
forms  between  the  muscular  bundles.    The  space  occupied  by  the  fat 
must  be  obtained  at  the  expense  of  the  proper  muscular  substance,  and 
the  question  arises  whether  the  atrophy  of  the  muscle  is  the  primar}' 
condition  or  the  fatty  infiltration.    We  are  to  take  into  consideration 
the  fact  that  a  fatty  infiltration  of  an  exactly  similar  character  occurs, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  in  voluntary  muscle,  and  is  there  associated 
with  loss  of  function  of  the  muscle.    The  muscle  may  have  lost  its 
function  by  fixation  of  the  joints  which  it  has  to  move,  or  by  reason  of 
paralysis  of  a  nervous  origin.    In  either  case  the  loss  of  function  is  th(! 
primary  condition  and  the  fatty  infiltration  is  secondary.    And  so  in 
the  case  of  the  heart,  we  meet  with  fatty  infiltration  in  cases  where 
there  is  no  general  obesity,  often  in  old  debilitated  persons,  or  even 
in  those  who  have  been  subject  to  some  emaciating  disease  such  as 
cancer.    In  that  case  we  may  infer  that  the  weakening  and  atrophy  of 
the  muscle  has  been  primary  and  the  infiltration  of  fat  secondarj-. 

FATTY  DEGENEEATION. 

From  our  former  study  of  fatty  degeneration  as  a  whole,  it  A\ill 
be  understood  that  there  is  here  meant  an  actual  transformation 
of  the  muscular  substance.    This  condition  is  of  exceedingly  frequent 
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occurrence  in  the  heart,  especially  in  its  minor  <legrees.  Any  disease 
which  causes  a  serious  deterioration  of  the  l)lood  will  produce  it,  and 
it  is  seen  in  its  most  pronounced  form  in  the  various  kinds  of  anasmia, 
in  leukaemia,  and  in  the  acute  fevers.  It  is  also  brought  ahout  in  a  ver}' 
[)ronounced  forai  in  poisoning  by  phosphorus  and  arsenic.  In  a  minor 
degree  it  is  seen  in  debilitating  diseases,  and  is  often  the  more  imme- 
diate cause  of  death  in  hypertrophy  of  the  heart. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  though  the  determining  cause  is  a  deteriorated 
state  of  the  blood,  yet  the  fatty  degeneration  frequently  shows  itself  in 
patches,  so  that  the  nmscular  tissue  is  seen  to  be,  as  it  were,  flecked 
with  pale  spots  or  streaks.  This  is  best  seen  on  examining  the  mus- 
culai'  tissue  from  within,  as  the  endocardium  generally  produces  but 
little  obscuration  of  these  markings,  and  they  are  most  abundant  in  the 
inner  layers  of  the  muscular  substance.  This  flecked  ajDpearance  is  not 
alwaj's  present,  and  it  would  be  a  mistake  to  infer  the  absence  of  fatty 
degeneration  from  its  alisence.  The  heart  again  is  generally  flabby, 
friable,  and  pale  in  colour,  but  a  very  flabby  heart  may  be  very  little 
fatt}',  and  fatty  degenei'ation  may  coexist  with  a  comparatively  firm 
muscular  tissue.  Microscopic  examination  should  therefore  always  be 
resorted  to. 

Under  the  microscope  in  those  cases  in  Avhich  the  degeneration  is  in 
patches,  the  transparent  muscuhir  tissue  is  seen  with  a  low  ^Jower  to  be 


Fig.  laf).— Piitty  degeneration  of  the  heart.  The  occurrence  of  the  lesion 
in  ijatches  is  indicated  by  the  dark  appearance  of  the  fibres,    x  00. 


interrupted  T)y  opaciuc  patches,  as  in  Fig.  1.59.  The  general  outline 
of  the  muscular  cylinders  is  preserved,  but  they  are  evidently  replaced 
by  some  foreign  material.  Under  a  high  power,  as  in  Fig.  160,  the 
individual  fat  drops  become  apparent.  These  fat  gramdes  are  fre- 
((uently  seen  to  be  in  rows,  representing  the  original  muscular  fibrilla?, 
and  the  contractile  substance  is  obviously  lost  or  converted  into  oil. 
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In  minor  degrees  the  degeneration  is,  as  a  rule,  more  iiniforndy  dis- 
tributed in  the  muscular  substance,  and  we  can  see  that  the  fat  gi-amdes 

generally  appeal'   first  in 
H^^Bkt^  the  neighbourhood  of  the 

nuclei  of  the  nmscular 
fibres,  forming  elongated 


collections  extendini'  from 


either  pole  of  the  nucleus. 
It  is  clear  that  muscu- 

Pig.  KiO.— Fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart.  A  .single  fibre  lar  fibres  which  ha\'e  UU- 
with  oil  drops  in  it,  as  seen  in  the  fresh  .state,    x  im  ^YnB  transforma- 

original 

condition.    The  sarcous  substance  has  undergone  transformation.    It  is 


tion  in  its  extreme  form, 


dergone 
are  incapable  of  recovering 


their 


to  be  inferred,  therefore,  that  when  such  a  heart  recovers  there  is  an 
absorption  of  the  fat  and  an  actual  new-formation  of  muscular  tissue. 
This  process  must  be  a  comparatively  frequent  one  when  Ave  consider 
how  common  fatty  degeneration  is  in  severe  anaemias  and  in  acute 
fevers.  The  fatty  heart  is  usually  a  dilated  one,  even  where  there  is 
no  dilatation  to  begin  with.  On  recovery  the  ventricles  will  resume  their 
former  dimensions. 


CALCAREOUS  INFILTRATION  OF  THE  MUSCULAR  SUBSTANCE 

OF  THE  HEART. 

In  this  place  we  have  to  consider  calcareous  impregnation  of  the  mus- 
cular substance  of  the  heart,  which  is  a  somewhat  rare  occurrence.  But  it 
is  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  refer  to  certain  other  forms  of  calcareous 
impregnation  in  order  to  clear  the  ground  for  that  more  immediately 
before  us.  In  connection  ^vith.  pericarditis  it  is  not  very  unconlmon 
to  meet  with  calcareous  infiltration  of  old  fibrine  or  dried-in  pus 
which  may  remain  on  the  surface.  Again,  where  in  the  pericardium 
there  has  been  great  new-formation  of  dense  connective  tissue  from 
prolonged  pericarditis,  lime  salts  may  be  deposited  in  the  hard  tissue. 
In  this  way  we  may  have  the  heart  almost  enclosed  in  a  firm  shell. 
But,  further,  in  the  muscular  substance,  old  connective  tissue  may 
calcify,  or  an  abscess  may  dry-in  and  become  impregnated  with  lime 
salts.  In  this  way  we  may  have  stony  masses  developed  in  the  nuis- 
cular  wall,  these  being  actually  in  the  connective  tissue  of  the  wall. 

But  there  is  a  true  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  muscular  tissue,  and 
although  recorded  cases  are  few,  the  author  is  able  to  }-efer  to  two 
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Fig.  161. — Calcareous  infiltration  of  the  louscular  tissue  of  the 
heart.  The  branching  muscular  cylinders  are  shown  in  a  petri- 
fied condition  with  transverse  fractures.  From  a  case  of  pyasmia. 
X  350. 


cases  in  which  he  has  met  with  it,  the  condition,  however,  being  some- 
what ditterent  in  each.  In  the  one  there  were  pale  patches  seen  with 
the  naked  eye  in  the  muscidar  substance,  somewhat  like  those  of  fatty 
degeneration,  but  larger  and  situated  in  the  superficial  layers  just  under 
the  pericardium.  These  patches  had,  even  to  the  naked  eye,  a  streaked 
appearance,  the  streaks  following  the  direction  of  the  muscular  fibres 
and  indicating  that  the  condition  affected  the  muscular  substance.  On 
cutting  into  the  patches  a  gritty  feeling  was  experienced,  and  under 
the  microscope  the  ap- 
pearances seen  in  the 
Figure  161  were  seen. 
The  muscular  fibres 
Avere  converted  into 
solid  cylinders  which 
had  a  markedly  crystal- 
line appearance.  Many 
of  the  cylinders  were 
fractured  transversely. 
On  adding  hydrochloric  acid  to  these  patches,  there  was  an  abun- 
dant evolution  of  gas  and  a  solution  of  the  lime  salts.  After  the 
lime  salts  were  dissolved  the  muscular  fibres  were  restored  so  far 
as  their  outline  was  concerned,  but  their  transverse  striae  were  gone. 
The  case  in  which  this  occurred  was  one  of  pysemia,  and  it  is  probable 
that  the  arteries  in  connection  with  these  patches  had  been  obstructed, 
causing  a  necrosis  of  the  portion 


of  tissue  which  subsequentlj^  be- 
came impregnated  with  lime  salts. 

In  the  other  case  the  condition 
was  very  different.  A  certain 
portion  of  the  muscular  substance 
of  the  left  ventricle  was  found  of 
a  pale  colour  suggesting  fatty  de- 
generation, but  the  colour  was 
continuous,  and  it  was  the  exter- 
nal layers  that  were  affected, 
and  that  mainly  towards  the 
apex.  On.  microscopic  examina- 
tion the  muscular  fibres  were  found  clouded  with  fine  granides  not 
unlike  fat  granules  (Fig.  162).  The  granules,  however,  were  dissolved 
by  hydrochloric  acid,  but  without  evolution  of  gas.    Kbster  has  met 


Fig.  162.— Calcareous  infiltration  of  the  muscu- 
lar fibre  of  the  heart.  Fine  granules  occupy  the 
muscular  fibres,    x  ,S00. 
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with  a  somewhat  similai'  case,  and  lie  l)eHevcs  that  the  salt  here  is,  in 
[»art  at  least,  sulphate  of  lime.  In  this  case  the  true  pathology  of  tin 
condition  was  obscure. 

INJURIES  AND  EUPTURE  OF  THE  HEART. 

Wounds  of  the  heart  are  not  hy  any  means  necessarily  fatal,  al- 
though, of  course,  commonly  so.  A  needle  or  similar  small  instrument 
may  be  passed  into  it  without  obvious  injury.  In  most  cases  of  pene- 
trating wound  of  the  heart  there  will  be  fatal  haemorrhage,  but  such 
wounds,  especially  if  they  do  not  divide  the  muscular  fibres  transverse!} , 
may  heal,  and  be  finally  closed  by  connective  tissue.  There  are  even 
cases  in  which  the  point  of  a  knife  or  a  rifle  ball  has  lodged  in  the 
heart  and  become  surrounded  by  a  connective  tissue  cap.sule. 

Spontaneous  rupture  of  the  heart  is  of  very  rare  occurrence,  and  the 
conditions  which  bring  it  about  are  by  no  means  clear.  It  is  natvu  al 
to  suppose  that  fatty  degeneration,  especially  when  associated  witli  a 
lesion  which  increases  the  blood-pressure  in  the  heart,  as,  for  example, 
stenosis  of  the  aortic  orifice,  will  be  the  most  frequent  cause,  but  it  is 
by  no  means  fully  proved  that  fatty  degeneration  is  always  present. 
The  rupture  mostly  occurs  in  the  left  ventricle  and  near  the  apex  ni 
towards  the  aortic  orifice.  There  is  usually  a  large  escape  of  blood  into 
the  sac  of  the  pericardium,  and  the  patient  dies  rapidly. 

Rupture  of  the  heart  may  be  the  consequence  of  the  bursting  of  an 
aneurism  of  the  heart,  but,  as  this  subject  comes  up  for  consideration 
afterwards  it  will  not  be  further  dwelt  on  here. 

MYOCARDITIS. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  here  we  include  inflammations  occurring 
in  the  muscidar  substance  of  the  heart,  although  not  necessarilj 
originating  in  the  muscular  tissue  proper.  It  is  dotxbtful  whether 
a  true  inflammation  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart  occurs,  a  true 
parenchymatous  myocarditis.  Rindfleisch  describes  a  case  in  which 
he  supposes  that  this  condition  was  the  cause  of  sudden  death. 
He  found  the  muscular  substance  of  a  pale  violet  colour  and  witli 
ecchymoses  under  the  pericardium  and  endocardium.  Under  the 
microscope  the  muscular  fibres  presented  a  granular  appearance,  especi- 
ally around  the  nuclei.  We  can  well  understand  that  an  inflammation 
affecting  the  proper  miiscular  fibre  will  destroy  its  function,  and  in  the 
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I'lise  of  the  heart  cause  deatli  ahnost  immediatel3^  The  designation 
INTERSTITIAL  MYOCARDITIS  is  applied  to  inflammations  which  occur  in 
the  nu\scular  substance  hut  affect  the  interstitial  connective  tissue, 
rhese  inflammations  are  mostly  secondary,  and  are  chiefly  due  either  to 
propagation  from  the  endocardium  or  pericardium,  or  to  sej)tic 
embolism. 

In  the  course  of  acute  endocarditis  the  inflammation  may  spread 
into  the  muscular  substance,  causing,  it  may  be,  softening  of  it.  This 
is  particularly  the  case  with  ulcerative  endocarditis,  to  be  afterwards 
described.  In  this  disease  virulent  bacteria  are  present  in  the  endocar- 
dium, and  these  may  invade  the  muscular  substance  causing  a  suppura- 
tive inflammation  of  it,  or  a  kind  of  abscess.  As  we  shall  afterwards 
see,  there  may  in  ulcerative  endocarditis  be  abscesses  in  the  substance 
of  the  heart  from  another  cause.  Again,  chronic  endocarditis  not  in- 
frequently extends  to  the  muscular  substance.  Like  otlier  forms  of 
chronic  inflammation,  this  is  associated  with  great  new-formation  of 
connective  tissue.  For  the  most  part  it  is  the  valvular  structures  which 
are  involved,  and  they,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  are  greatly  thick- 
ened, but  the  inflammation  frequently  extends  beyond  the  immediate 
valvular  structures.  This  is  most  frequently  seen  in  the  case  of  the 
mitral  valve.  Here,  along  with  thickening  of  the  chordae  tendineee,  we 
often  see  a  partial  conversion  of  the  musculi  papillares  into  dense  fibrous 
tissue,  in  fact  an  interstitial  inflammation  with  destruction  of  the  nius- 
cuhu'  tissue.  The  muscular  substance  is  not  so  immediately  continuous 
Anth  the  aortic  valve,  but  we  sometimes  see,  just  beneath  the  valve,  a 
tendon-like  thickening  of  the  endocardium  with  extension  to  the  muscular 
tissue  beneath.  But  chronic  endocarditis  sometimes  attacks  the  endo- 
cardium at  a  distance  from  the  valves,  and  in  that  case  it  is  very  liable 
to  extend  to  the  muscular  substance.  This  form  occurs  perhaps  most 
frequently  towards  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle,  where  a  considerable 
area  may  be  converted  into  dense  connective  rissue.  By  the  distention 
of  this  altered  wall  of  the  heart  aneurisms  of  the  heart  may  take 
origin. 

There  has  recently  been  described,  especially  by  Fagge  and 
Chariewood  Turner,  a  more  independent  fibroid  myocarditis.  This  may 
occur  in  patches,  so  that  there  are  tendinous  areas  in  the  muscular 
substance  in  the  midst  of  which  the  muscular  fibres  may  be  calcareous. 
But  in  other  cases  it  is  generalized  so  that  a  condition  is  brought  about 
•  m  which  the  interstitial  connective  tissue  is  greatly  increased,  and  the 
muscular  filircs  correspondingly  separated  from  each  other,  a  condition 
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corresponding  to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  or  kidney.  In  the  localized  form 
the  cause  is  probably  some  interference  with  the  circulation,  perhaps  an 
obstruction  of  the  coronary  arteries  by  atheroma  or  syphilis.  In  the 
more  generalized  form  the  cause  must  be  one  which  affects  the  whole 
heart,  and  as  it  occurs  mostly  in  dilated  or  hypertrophied  hearts,  the 
strain  or  over-distcntion  may  have  to  do  with  it.  The  hypertrophy  fit 
the  left  ventricle  in  Bright's  disease  is  stated  to  be  associated  with  this 
fibroid  change,  but  the  author  has  failed  to  convince  himself  that  this  is 
the  case.  It  is  possible  that  in  some  obscure  cases  of  hypertrophy  and 
dilatation  of  the  heart  this  lesion  may  be  the  primary  one. 

Abscess  of  the  heart  is  a  form  of  inflammation  which  probaljly 
occurs  only  by  the  transplantation  of  septic  material  in  pyaemia,  ulcerati\  e 
endocarditis,  etc.    In  about  a  third  of  the  cases  of  pyaemia  there  are 
abscesses  in  the  heart.    In  connection  with  these  abscesses,  colonies  of 
micrococci  are  to  be  found  in  the  midst  of  the  pus  in  the  abscess  or  in 
the  fine  arteries  and  capillaries.    These  metastatic  abscesses  first  appear 
as  small  pale  yellow  spots  or  streaks  which  rapidly  soften  and  enlarge. 
The  abscesses  contain  a  brownish  material  composed  of  pus  and  the 
debris  of  muscular  fibre.    They  are  usually  elongated  in  shape,  and, 
while  numerous,  are  individually  of  small  size.    If  situated  near  the 
surface,  they  may  burst  into  the  pericardium,  producing  a  septic  peri- 
carditis, but  even  without  actual  rupture  they  may,  apparently  by  irri- 
tating material  passing  from  them,  give  rise  to  pericarditis.    When  situ- 
ated near  the  internal  surface,  they  may  communicate  with  one  of  the 
cavities,  and  it  is  said  that  an  aneurism  of  the  heart  may  occur  m  this 
way  and  may  even  lead  to  rupture  of  the  heart. 

It  will  be  understood  that  these  abscesses  rarely  have  the  opportunity 
of  healing,  as  the  patient  dies  from  the  general  disease,  but  it  is  asserted 
that  survival  may  occur,  and  the  abscess  dry-in  to  a  caseous  mass  which 
may  afterwards  calcify. 

ENDOCAEDITIS. 
It  mil  be  necessary,  in  considering  the  subject  of  inflammation  of 
the  endocardium,  to  subdivide  it.    We  shall  consider  in  ^^V^ 
simple  acute  endocarditis,  then  chronic  endocarditis,  and  lastly  the  special 
form  ulcerative  endocarditis. 

T«)  Simple  acute  ENBOCAEDITIS  is,  in  the  great  majonty  of  cases, 
related  to  acute  rheumatism,  and,  according  to  Bamberger,  .t  occm-s  .n 
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•20  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  that  disease.    AVhatever  view  we  take  of  the 
origin  and  nature  of  acute  articular  rheumatism,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  in  it  the  blood  is  in  some  way  altered.    The  blood  is  in  itself  of  an 
unusually  irritating  nature,  or  else  it  carries  an  irritant.    The  occur- 
rence of  acute  inflammations  in  several  joints  often  removed  consider- 
ably from  one  another,  and  the  frequent  supervention  of  inflammation 
in  the  pericardium  and  endocardium,  are  sufficient  evidence  of  this.  The 
irritant,  whatever  be  its  nature,  seems  to  act  specially  on  connective 
tissue  membranes,  and  on  such  as  are  exposed  to  friction  of  their 
surfaces.    It  aff'ects  the  joints  where  the  synovial  membranes  lie  against 
each  other  and  in  the  movements  of  the  joints  are  moved  on  one 
another.    It  attacks  the  pericardium  where  the  movements  of  the  heart 
cause  continuous  rubbing,  and  when  it  attacks  the  endocardium  it 
aff'ects  exactly  the  localities  where  the  surfaces  come  in  contact.    It  is  as 
if  in  addition  to  the  irritant  in  the  blood,  the  mechanical  irritation 
of  friction  were  necessary  to  the  occurrence  of  inflammation,  and  it  may 
be  added  that  in  the  adult  the  inflammation  is  almost  limited  to  the 
valves  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  where  the  higher  tension  of  the 
blood  and  greater  force  of  the  heart  make  the  mechanical  force  of 
friction  greater  than  on  the  right  side.    We  shall  see  afterwards  how 
this  fact  bears  on  the  localization  of  the  endocarditis. 

The  most  charactei'istic  efi'ects  produced  in  acute  endocarditis  are 
the  so-called  warty  vegetations,  which  are  irregular  projections  from  the 
surface  of  the  endocardium,  generally  of  small  size  and  somewhat 
shaggy  in  appearance.  On  their  first  occurrence  these  are  limited 
to  the  parts  of  the  valves  which  come  against  each  other  in  the  closure 
of  the  valves,  and  this  localization  continues  more  or  less  throughout. 
It  is  therefore  important  to  know  what  are  the  lines  of  contact  in  the 
aortic  and  mitral  valves,  because  it  is  there  chiefly  that  we  are  to  look 
for  these  endocarditic  vegetations. 

AVhen  after  removal  of  the  heart  a  stream  of  water  is  sent  into  the 
aorta  cut  transversely  a  short  distance  above  the  valve,  we  can  look 
doAvn  on  the  valve  closed  by  the  force  of  the  water.  It  will  then 
be  seen  that  the  curtains  are  not  in  contact  by  their  margins,  but  that 
the  line  of  contact  is  slightly  removed  from  their  edges,  and  a  certain 
portion  of  the  valve  floats  free  in  the  water,  taking  no  direct 
part  in  the  closure  of  the  orifice.  The  line  of  contact  is  nearest 
the  edge  of  the  curtain  at  the  middle  of  each  segment  or  the  corpus 
Arantii,  and  forms  on  either  side  of  this  a  curved  line  with  the 
convexity  downwards.    Between  the  line  of  contact  and  the  edge 
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of  the  curtain  the  valve  is  often  perforated,  and  it  may  even,  as  we  have 
seen  before  (p.  306,  Fig.  156),  be  partially  resolved  into  tendinous  cords, 
without  interfering  with  tlie  closure  of  the  valve.  It  is  by  the  modi- 
fication of  this  portion  that  we  may  have  the  aortic  valve  showing  ap- 
proaches to  the  construction  of  a  cuspid  valve,  as  seen  in  considering 
malformations  of  the  heart. 

In  the  mitral  valve  the  line  of  contact  is  also  removed  from  the 
edges  of  the  curtains.  In  the  case  of  the  aortic  valve  the  hne  of  contact 
is  of  course  on  the  ventricular  side  of  the  curtains,  but  in  the  mitral  it  is 
on  the  auricular  side,  and  in  order  to  see  the  vegetation  in  acute  endo- 
carditis it  is  usually  necessary  to  examine  the  orifice  by  looking  in  from 
the  auricle.  Acute  endocarditis  of  the  mitral  often  escapes  notice  from 
this  not  being  done. 

In  acute  endocarditis  the  warty  vegetations  frequently  demarcate 
very  accurately  the  lines  of  contact  of  the  aortic  and  mitral  valves,  and 
the  appearances  produced  in  the  former  case  are  indicated  in  Fig.  16.S. 


Fig-  163  —The  aortic  valve  in  acute  endocarditis.    The  warty 
vegetations,  occupj-iug  the  lines  of  contact,  are  shown. 

When  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  valves  of  the  right  side,  the 
same  principles  apply.  In  the  case  of  the  pulmonary  valve  the  vegeta- 
tions appear  along  the  line  of  contact  on  the  ventricular  aspect  of  the 
curtains,  and  in  the  tricuspid  they  are  to  l^e  seen  by  lookmg  down 
through  the  auricle. 

We  now  turn  to  the  consideration  of  the  actual  changes  and  the 
structure  of  these  warty  vegetations.  The  inflammation  affecting  the 
connective  tissue  of  the  valve  leads  to  formation  of  round  cells  or  granu- 
lation tissue.  The  structures  by  this  change  are  increased  m  bulk  and 
rendered  more  friable,  and  in  this  way  irregular  projections  are  pro- 
duced.   But  the  warty  projections  are  not  formed  entirely  or  even 
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chieHy  l)y  tlie  granulation  tissue.  Tiie  l>lootI  deposits  fibrine  on  the 
inflamed  irregular  surface,  and  this  covers  up  the  granulation  tissue  and 
forms  the  principal  part  of  the  warty  vegetations.  Several  authors 
have  described  micrococci  as  occurring  in  these  vegetations,  chiefly 
Klebs,  Koster,  and  Osier,  and  some  are  inclined  to  associate  these 
organisms  with  the  essential  pathology  of  acute  rheumatism.  But 
these  micrococci  are  not  of  the  virulent  sort  found  in  ulcerative 
endocarditis,  and  they  are  probably  of  subordinate  importance. 

The  occurrence  of  these  changes  in  the  tissue  renders  it  unduly 
l)rittle,  and  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  bits  of  the  vegetations  ai'e 
frequently  broken  off  and  carried  by  the  arteries  to  distant  parts, 
to  i>roduce  embolism  there.  These  broken-off  pieces  are  mostly  small, 
and,  beyond  the  ordinary  jDhenomena  of  embolism jn  small  arteries  and 
capillaries,  they  do  not  by  their  own  nature  produce  much  disturbance, 
in  this  resjiect  contrasting  with  the  emboli  of  ulcerative  endocarditis. 
There  is  not  usually  any  serious  loss  of  substance  of  the  valvular  struc- 
tures, but  the  softening  of  the  tissue  not  uncommonly  leads  to  the 
formation  of  valvular  aneurisms,  which  we  shall  consider  more  fully 
further  on. 

(b)  Chronic  endocarditis  commonly  follows  on  the  acute  form,  and, 
like  it,  is  related  to  acute  I'heumatism.  It  appears  as  if  the  irritation 
were  prolonged  in  a  less 
intense  form,  and  the 
changes  in  the  vahoilar 
structures  extend  be- 
yond the  localities  which 
we  have  seen  to  be  main- 
ly afTected  in  acute  endo- 
carditis. In  the  chronic 
form  there  is  a  great 
new -formation  of  con- 
nective tissTie.  The 
granulation  tissue  of  the 
acute  stage  develops  into 
connective  tissue,  and 
the  process  extends  slow- 
ly to  the  remaining  structures  of  the  valves.  In  this  way  arise  great 
thickenings  of  the  valves  (Fig.  164),  and,  as  the  connective  tissue  is  of 
that  dense  nature  common  in  chronic  inflammations,  the  thickened  val- 


Fig.  1 04.— Great  thickening  of  the  chordne  tendineaj  of  tiie 
mitral  valve,  the  rcsnlt  of  chronic  endocarditis. 
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vuhir  stmctures  are  often  exceedingly  rigid.  The  new-formed  tissue  also 
contracts,  and  in  this  way  we  may  have  great  retractions  of  the  valves 
leading  to  serious  deformities,  as  we  shall  see  in  studying  valvului- 
diseases.  Again,  it  frequently  happens  that  two  opposed  inflamed 
surfaces  coalesce,  and  we  may  have  still  further  deformity  from  this. 
AVe  have  already  seen  that  the  inflammation  may  extend  from  tin; 
endocardium  to  the  muscular  substance,  leading  to  cicatricial  trans- 
formation of  it. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  endocarditis  is  limited  to,  or  has 
its  centre  in,  the  valvular  structures,  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  in 
other  parts  of  the  heart  an  apparently  independent  endocarditis  is  set 
up.  This  may  be  along  with  valvidar  endocarditis,  but  separated  from 
it  by  sound  tissue,  or  it  may  be  without  any  valvular  lesion.  We  ma\- 
find  an  isolated  patch  of  thickening  on  the  surface  of  the  left  ventricle, 
and  we  have  already  seen  that  the  disease  may  penetrate  into  the  mus- 
cular substance. 

The  thickened  and  rigid  connective  tissue  frequently  becomes  the 
seat  of  secondary  changes.    Fatty  degeneration  may  occur.    But  this  is 
much  less  frequent  than  calcareous  impregnation,  which  may  be  taken 
as  evidence  that  the  hard,  dense,  cicatricial  connective  tissue  has,  to  a 
great  extent,  lost  its  vitality.    This  condition  is  of  such  frequent  occur- 
rence that  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  normal  termination  of  chronic 
endocarditis.     It  sometimes  occurs  with  a  very  moderate  degree  of 
thickening,  and  its  extent  and  the  date  of  its  occurrence  are  doubtless- 
determined  by  individual  peculiarities.    It  may  occur  in  the  form  of  a 
moderate  calcification  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  thickened  tissue,  or  the 
lime  salts  may  be  deposited  in  a  more  bulky  form  so  as  to  give  the  feel- 
ing of  considerable  stony  masses.    This  occurrence  is  often  of  serious 
iinport.    The  valvular  structures  are  rendered  still  more  rigid,  and  there 
enters  the  new  element  of  brittleness.    The  calcified  portion  of  the 
valve  is  exposed  very  often  to  mechanical  violence  in  the  closure  of 
the  valve,  and  it  is  common  to  find  that  the  valve  has  been  broken 
and  a  piece  of  calcareous  matter  carried  off.    So  far  as  the  valve  is  con- 
cerned, this  is  not  usually  very  serious,  but  as  the  piece  carried  oft  is 
usually  of  some  size,  the  resulting  emboHsm  is  frequently  of  great 
consequence.    Embolism  of  the  cerebral  arteries  leading  to  extensive 
softening  is  much  more  frequent  in  chronic  than  in  acute  endocarditis, 
and  probably  the  same  applies  to  aneurisms  of  the  larger  cerebral  arteries, 
which  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  may  have  their  origm  m  embolism. 
Embolism  of  the  spleen  and  kidneys  is  also  a  frequent  result,  ihe 
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rough  surface  left  by  the  brealcing-ofl"  of  the  calcareous  piece  gets  coated 
with  fibrine,  and  here  again  it  is  said  that  micro-organisms  may  bo 
present.  The  fibrine  may,  by  getting  detached,  form  a  fresh  source  of 
embolism. 

Besides  the  form  of  chronic  endocarditis  hitherto  considered,  which 
is  the  most  frequent  and  most  important  in  its  results,  there  is  a  form 
which  deserves  some  notice.  This  form  is  closely  allied  to  the  disease 
of  arteries  commonly  designated  ATHEROMA,  and  it  occurs  most  fre- 
quently in  the  aortic  valve,  being  here  continuous  with  atheroma  of  that 
vessel.  In  its  causation,  therefore,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  rheuma- 
tism, but  is  rather  related  to  the  degenerative  tendencies  of  old  age.  It 
produces  thickenings  and  indurations  of  the  endocardium,  with  fatty 
and  calcareous  changes  just  as  in  ordinary  endocarditis,  but  the  processes 
are  more  chronic,  and  produce  less  considerable  deformity  of  the  val- 
vular structures,  although  from  calcareous  dej)osition  there  may  be  great 
I'igidity. 

Besides  this,  and  still  more  removed  from  inflammatory  processes,  we 
sometimes  have  simply  OPAQUE  PATCHES  on  the  valves  with  very  little 
thickening.  In  this  case  there  is  little  more  than  a  fatty  degeneration 
of  the  endocardium.  Such  patches  are  not  uncommon  on  the  mitral 
valve,  and  are  often  erroneously  regarded  as  due  to  endocarditis. 

(c)  Ulcerative  endocarditis,  also  called  malignant  and  diphtheritic 
endocarditis,  is  regarded  by  some  as  merely  a  form  of  acute  endocarditis, 
but  it  presents  such  differences  that  it  seems  necessary  to  j)lace  it  in  a 
class  by  itself.  The  special  features  in  the  disease  are  the  activity  of 
the  destructive  process  in  the  heart,  its  connection  with  the  existence  of 
micrococci,  and  the  virulence  of  the  metastatic  processes  when  emboli 
are  carried  to  distant  parts. 

In  its  local  manifestations  this  form  presents  some  resemblance  to 
simple  acute  endocarditis.  The  disease  affects,  usually,  the  valvular 
structures,  and  produces  an  enlargement  and  roughening  of  them.  But 
there  is  not  the  same  localization  along  the  lines  of  contact,  the  process 
generally  developing  in  a  defined  area,  and  sometimes  removed  from 
the  valve.  Again,  the  disease,  as  the  name  implies,  is  a  much  more 
destructive  one,  the  parts  concerned  breaking  down  more  readily.  In 
this  way  perforation  or  aneurism  of  the  valve  may  occur.  Sometimes 
an  actual  suppuration  manifests  itself  in  the  valvular  structures,  but  the 
frequent  passage  of  the  blood  prevents  any  considerable  accumulation 
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of  pus.  The  ulceration  sometimes  passes  to  the  muscular  wall  of  tlie 
heart,  especially  when  the  patch  of  ulceration  is  away  from  tlie  valves. 
The  destructive  process  spreads  rapidly  in  the  myocardium,  and  a  dis- 
tinct abscess  may  he  the  result.  In  this  Avay  also  an  acute  aneurism  of 
the  heart  may  supervene. 

In  their  more  intimate  characters,  also,  the  conditions  in  ulcerati\c 
endocarditis  dif?er  from  those  in  the  ordinary  simple  form.    As  tin 
accompanying  figure  shows,  there  is  a  very  marked  infiltration  of  the 
valvular  structures  with  round  cells,  almost  a  suppurative  condition. 


rig.  165.— Portion  of  valve  in  ulcerative  endocarditis,  o,  fibrine  with  colonies  of  micrococci : 
the  colonies  are  indicated  by  the  roundish  clumps;  b,  endocardiimi  becoming  raised  by  in- 
flammatory infiltration  ;  c,  elastic  layer  of  endocardi\im  ;  c,  round  cells  infiltrating  eudocai-- 
dium,  at  d,  passing  into  superficial  layer  of  fibrine  and  micrococci. 
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This  is  immediately  overlaid  by  a  fibrinous  coagulum,  as  in  the  case 
of  simple  endocarditis,  but  mixed  with  the  fibrine  there  are  colonies  of 
micrococci  which  give  quite  a  striking  character  to  the  layer.  The 
appearances  in  distant  parts  are  evidence  that  pieces  are  frequently  carried 
off  from  the  valves,  and  looking  to  the  soft  character  of  the  superficial 
parts  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  occurrence  of  multiple  embolism. 

Perhaps  the  most  striking  feature  in  this  disease  is  the  occurrence  of 
metastatic  abscesses  in  distant  parts.  These  are  found  in  the  heart 
itself,  in  the  spleen,  in  the  kidneys,  in  the  skin,  etc.  They  are  every- 
where of  small  size,  and  usually  in  large  numbers.  These  abscesses  are 
obviously  related  to  emboli  carried  off  from  the  endocardial  lesion,  and 
lodged  in  the  finer  arteries  or  capillaries.  The  accompanying  figure  re- 
presents a  small  artery  in  the  midst  of  an  incipient  abscess  in  the 
kidney.  It  is  seen  that  its  calibre  is  plugged  by  a  material  in  which 
are  occasional  masses  of  micrococci.    At  the  distal  part  the  wall  of  the 
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artery  is  obscure,  apparently  from  necrosis,  and  the  vessel  is  buried  in 
an  enormous  aggregation  of  inHammation  cells.  The  peculiar  virulence 
of  this  process  is  surely  to  be  associated  with  the  presence  of  the  micro- 
cocci, yet  it  seems  to  be  not  the  micrococci  themselves,  but  rather  the 


Fig.  lUC— From  the  kidney  in  ulcerative  endocarditis.  An  artery  is 
Mhowii,  plugged  with  a  dark  material  containing  micrococci.  Around 
these  are  myriads  of  leucocytes  which  are  infiltrating  the  necrosed  wall 
of  the  vessel  and  the  kidney  tissue  around,    x  90. 

chemical  products  evolved  by  them,  which  set  up  the  intense  inflamma- 
tion. For,  in  the  illustration  given,  the  micrococci  are  confined  to  the 
calibre  of  the  artery,  yet  there  is  necrosis  of  the  wall,  and  an  intense 
inflammation  around.  Then,  again,  the  micrococci  are  frequent  in  the 
capillaries  and  Malpighian  vessels,  but  not  generally  with  obvious  in- 
flammation ;  apparently  they  ^are  in  that  case  of  recent  development, 
possibly  to  some  extent  post  mortem,  and  their  products  have  not  had 
time  to  produce  inflammation. 

^  A  very  important  question  remains  for  consideration,  namely,  the 
ongin  of  the  micrococci  which  give  such  special  characters  to  the  disease. 
The  disease  has  been  observed  to  occur  in  the  course  of  a  number 
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of  acute  febrile  affections.  It  is  met  with  in  pyaemia,  puerperal  fever, 
acute  rheumatism,  small-pox,  etc.,  and  Osier  has  recently  pointed  out 
that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  acute  pneumonia  has  been  the  primary 
disease.  There  are,  however,  cases  in  which  no  definite  connection  with 
any  other  disease  can  be  traced.  In  the  case  of  pyaemia  and  puerperal 
fever  the  source  of  the  micro-organisms  is  not  far  to  seek.  For  the  rest 
we  are  hardly  warranted  in  going  further  than  merely  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  occasional  association  of  this  apparently  septic  disease  with 
these  specific  febrile  conditions.  It  may  he  added  that  the  micrococci 
removed  from  the  valvular  lesion  soon  after  death  have  been  found 
capable  of  propagation  in  the  tissues  of  hving  animals,  where  they 
produce  intense  inflammation.  Inoculated  into  the  cornea  of  a  rabbit 
they  produced  panophthalmitis  with  rapid  growth  of  the  organism. 

We  have  seen  that  the  micrococci  present,  locally,  an  intensely  irri- 
tating action,  and  that  necrosis  of  the  tissue  attacked  is  a  common 
result.  It  is  probable  that  they  also  produce  changes  in  the  constitution 
of  the  blood.  Patients  affected  with  this  disease  frequently  present, 
like  those  in  pyaemia,  a  yellow  colour  of  the  skin  approaching  to  that  of 
jaundice.  The  probable  explanation  of  this  is,  that  the  blood  corpuscles 
undergo  solution,  and  the  colouring  matter  stains  the  skin.  But,  besides 
that,  we  often  have  little  ecchymoses  of  the  skin,  and  small  haemor- 
rhages in  the  pia  mater,  and  even  in  the  brain  substance.  These 
have  been  found  associated  with  the  presence  of  colonies  of  micrococci 
in  the  capillaries,  and  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  action  of  these  in 
weakening  the  wall,  and  allowing  escape  of  blood. 


PEEICAEDITIS. 

The  pericardium  is  comparable  in  its  anatomical  and  pathological  rela- 
tions to  the  serous  sacs,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  the  synovial.  The 
pleura,  peritoneum,  and  pericardium  are  to  be  regarded,  as  we  previously- 
found  in  studying  oedema  and  dropsy,  as  large  lymphatic  spaces.  These 
sacs  are  composed  of  connective  tissue,  and  lined  with  a  single  laj^er 
of  flat  endothelium.  By  means  of  numerous  stomata  they  are  in 
communication  with  the  lymphatic  vessels,  and  to  some  extent  mth 
one  another.  The  pericardium  is  in  less  direct  communication  with 
the  pleura  and  peritoneum  than  these  are  with  each  other,  but  bj- 
circuitous  routes  there  is  some  communication,  especially  with  the 
pleura.  It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  through  each  serous  cavity 
there  is  a  certain  circulation  of  serous  fluid.     This  fluid  does  nofc 
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accumulate  in  the  sac,  because  it  is  carried  off  as  quickly  as  it  is  trans- 
uded from  the  vessels,  but  if  tlie  transudation  increases  greatly  there 
may  be  an  accumulation  and  consequent  dropsy. 

(«.)  Acute  pericarditis.— In  considering  the  causes  of  this  disease  it 
IS  of  some  consequence  to  note  that  the  inflammation  usually  affects  the 
whole  surface  at  once.  This  seems  to  indicate  that  an  irritant  has 
round  admission  to  the  pericardial  sac,  and  by  the  motions  of  the  heart 
and  the  natural  currents  of  the  fluid  in  the  sac,  has  been  carried  hither 
and  thither  throughout  it.  There  are  many  cases  in  which  the  tuber- 
cular virus  is  the  irritant ;  we  find  tubercles  mixed  up  with  the  inflam- 
matory products.  The  appearances  in  this  case,  however,  are  so 
peculiar,  and  the  course  of  the  disease  differs  to  such  an  extent  from  that 
in  ordinary  cases  that  it  will  be  proper  afterwards  to  refer  more  par- 
ticularly to  tubercular  pericarditis.  The  great  majority  of  cases  of 
pericarditis  are  associated  with  acute  rheumatism.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  irritant  here  is  the  same  as  that  which  produces  the  acute 
inflammation  of  the  joints  and  of  the  endocardium.  The  irritant  circulates 
in  the  blood,  but  we  do  not  know  its  nature  and  form,  nor  why  it 
settles  in  the  pericardium  and  synovial  sacs.  The  irritant,  whatever 
it  may  be,  having  been  conveyed  to  the  sac  by  the  blood  is  carried 
throughout  the  latter,  and  acts  on  its  whole  surface.  There  are  some 
cases  in  which  the  disease  aj)pears  to  be  of  spontaneous  origin  ;  it  is 
ascribed  to  cold.  It  is  altogether  obscure  in  what  way  such  inflamma- 
tions are  brought  about. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  phenomena  which  manifest  themselves 
at  the  onset  of  an  acute  pericarditis.  We  may  presume  that  the  irritant 
induces  the  changes  in  the  vessels  which  have  been  described  in  treating 
of  inflammation  in  general,  but  opportunities  are  wanting  for  observing 
the  consequent  redness,  as  patients  survive  this  early  stage.  Exudation 
from  the  vessels  soon  follows,  and  serous  fluid  begins  to  accumulate  in 
the  sac.  As  the  inflammation  affects  the  surface  of  the  sac,  the  endo- 
thehal  lining  is  very  directly  involved.  The  flat  endothelial  cells  are  to 
a  considerable  extent  shed,  being  apparently  killed  by  the  irritant,  but 
they  may  also  be  found  showing  signs  of  germination.  The  exudation 
consists  primarily  of  exuded  liquor  sanguinis  with  contractile  cells,  but 
soon  fibrine  is  deposited  on  the  inflamed  surface.  The  detachment  of 
the  endothelium  seems  to  be  the  circumstance  which  determines  the 
coagulation,  on  principles  already  explained.  The  deposition  of  fibrine 
occurs  on  both  visceral  and  parietal  layers  of  the  sac,  but  it  is  usually 
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thickest  on  the  visceral  surface,  where  it  may  i)resent  shaggy  masses  on 
the  surface  of  the  heart.  It  is  whitish  in  colour,  and  of  soft,  ahiiost 
gelatinous  consistence.  The  fibrinous  layers  on  the  opposed  surfaces  of 
the  pericardium  arc  usually  separated  hy  sei'ous  fluid  which  occupies  tlie 
sac,  hut  an  appearance  is  often  presented  which  suggests  the  application 
and  withdrawal  of  the  layers  while  still  in  a  soft  plastic  condition. 
This  appearance  is  variously  described  as  the  honeycomb  or  pine-a]>ple 
condition,  and  it  has  been  aptly  compared  to  that  presented  when  two 
pieces  of  bread  thickly  buttered  are  stuck  loosely  together  and  then 
separated.  This  honeycomb  appearance,  it  will  be  understood,  is  most 
markedly  present  on  those  parts  of  the  pericardium  where  the  heart  in 
its  movement  comes  most  frequently  against  the  parietes.  It  will  l)e 
most  extensive  and  characteristic  when  there  is  little  serous  exudation, 
and  may  l)e  taken  roughly  as  an  indication  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
soft  fibrine  of  the  opposite  layers  has  been  able  to  come  in  contact. 

The  exuded  fibrine  has  the  usual  characters,  as  seen  under  the 
microscope,  forming  a  fine  reticulum  ;  and  in  its  meshes  are  leucocytes, 
and  sometimes  red  corpuscles,  whose  origin  we  have  already  considered 
in  stiidying  inflammation  in  general. 

If  the  inflammation  has  been  slight  and  transient,  there  may  be  little 
beyond  a  small  serous  and  fibrinous  exudation,  which  is  gradually 
absorbed.  But  as  a  general  rule  further  changes  develop,  and  these  are 
mainly  in  the  connective  tissue  of  the  pericardial  sac.  This  shows  evi- 
dence of  inflammation  in  the  presence  of  innumerable  cells,  so  that  by 
degrees  it  is  converted  into  what  is  equivalent  to  granulation  tissue. 
This  inflammatory  transformation  does  not  confine  itself  to  the  super- 
ficial layers  of  the  sac,  but,  according  to  the  intensity  of  the  irritation, 
penetrates  more  and  more  deeply,  even  extending  frequently  to  the 
interstitial  connective  tissue  in  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart.  A 
layer  of  granulations  thus  forms  beneath  the  fibrinous  exudation,  and 
like  other  such  layers,  it  is  abundantly  supphed  by  thin-walled  blood- 
vessels. The  formation  of  this  granulation  tissue  implies  here,  as  else- 
where, that  the  acuteness  of  the  inflammation  has  somewhat  subsided, 
or  at  least  that  a  considerable  interval  has  elapsed  since  its  onset.  Tlie 
layer  of  granulations  has  the  general  tendencies  as  Avell  as  the  structure 
of  granulation  tissue  elsewhere,  it  tends  to  develop  into  connective  tissue 
as  soon  as  the  inflammatory  irritation  becomes  sufficiently  mild.  With 
the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation  there  will  be  a  reduction  of  the 
serous  exudation.  The  fibrine  is  also  disposed  of,  partly  undergoing 
fatty  degeneration  and  so  becoming  absorbed,  and  partly  eaten  into  from 
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beneatli  hy  the  granulation  tissue.  ■  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  granu- 
lations are,  as  it  were,  laid  bare,  and  a  vascular  layer  occupies  the  place 
of  the  former  fibrinous  deposit. 

Looking  to  this  substitution  of  the  fil^rinous  layer  by  the  vascular 
granulations,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  the  inference  was  formei'ly 
drawn  that  an  actual  transformation  occurs.  The  fibrine  was  regarded 
as  plastic  lymph  which  had  the  power  of  developing  into  the  vascular 
tissue,  first  granulations  and  then  fibrous  tissue.  The  soft  fibrine  is  still 
sometimes  called  soft  lymph,  and  the  name  is  even  applied  to  shreds  of 
connective  tissue  which  have  been  formed  from  the  granulations. 

With  the  absorption  of  the  exudation  the  two  layers  of  the  pericar- 
dium come  in  contact,  and  a  coalescence  of  the  granulating  surfaces,, 
more  or  less  complete,  occurs.  The  vessels  intercommunicate,  and 
the  two  layers  so  far  as  they  are  in  contact  become  virtually  one.  As 
the  granulation  tissue  passes  on  in  its  development  into  connective 
tissue  the  pericardial  sac  undergoes  partial  or  complete  obliteration,  the 
uniting  agent  being  vascular  connective  tissue.  The  connection  will  at 
first  be  delicate,  and  may  be  torn  through,  but  as  time  goes  on  it  gets 
firmer,  and  a  condition  results  in  which  the  two  layers  ai'e  absolutel}^ 
inseparable.  Under  certain  circumstances  the  coalescence  of  the  two 
layers  is  not  complete,  and  there  is  only  a  partial  adhesion  ;  in  that 
case  the  adhesions  are  sometimes  greatly  stretched  by  the  movements  of 
the  heart  so  that  tags  or  ligaments  may  unite  the  surface  of  the  heart  to 
the  peripheral  layer. 

This,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  normal  course  of  pericarditis,  is 
sometimes  departed  from,  chiefly  when  the  inflammation  remains  too 
intense  to  allow  of  the  formation  of  proper  connective  tissue.  Instead 
of  progressing  in  this  direction,  suppuration  occurs,  and  the  serous  ex- 
udation in  the  pericardium  gives  place  to  pus.  The  inflammation  in 
that  case  is  usually  very  prolonged,  and  even  when  it  subsides  there 
are  obstacles  to  the  adhesion  of  the  layers.  On  the  svdisidence  of  the 
inflammation  the  pus  dries  in  by  the  absorption  of  its  fluid.  The  pus 
corpuscles  undergo  fatty  degeneration  and  die,  but  the  surface  not 
being  well  adapted  for  absorption,  the  debris  remains  as  dead  mat- 
ter. In  this  way  caseous  material  is  produced,  which  subsequently 
gets  infiltrated  with  lime  salts.  At  first  the  lime  forms  a  pultaceous 
layer  on  the  surface  of  the  heart,  but  it  may  afterwards  become  consoli- 
dated so  as  to  form  calcareous  plates  in  the  midst  of  thick  adhesions. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  SEPTIC  INFLAMMATIONS,  such  as  those  which 
occur  in  pysemia  when  an  al)scess  in  the  substance  of  the  heart  extends 
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to  the  surface  and  bursts  into  the  pericardium  or  gives  off  septic  organ- 
isms, or  in  the  rarer  case  of  perforation  of  an  ulcer  of  the  stomach  or 
(lesophagus  into  the  pericardium,  are  purulent  from  the  outset.  The 
septic  irritant  acts  so  intensely  that  leucocytes  are  at  once  exuded  in 
such  numliers  as  to  give  a  pui'ulent  character  to  the  exudation. 

In  considering  hyperthophy  of  the  heart  in  a  previous  page,  it 
was  pointed  out  that  this  condition  may  be  caused  Ijy  complete  synechia 
of  the  pericardium,  and  an  endeavour  was  made  to  explain  the  mode  of 
its  production.  It  may  here  be  stated  that  hypertrophy  may  occur 
even  in  the  stage  of  pericarditis  associated  with  fibrinous  and  serous  exu- 
dation, but  these  conditions  must  have  persisted  long  in  order  to  induce 
it ;  the  mode  in  which  they  bring  it  about  has  been  already  explained. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that,  as  pericarditis  is  often  asso- 
ciated with  endocarditis,  we  may  have  hypertrophy  from  valvular 
disease  associated  with  adherent  pericardium,  and  it  may  be  difficult 
sometimes  to  assign  the  exact  proportion  of  one  or  other  agent  in  bring- 
ing about  the  result. 

Tubercular  pericarditis  has  commonly  a  sub-acute  or  chronic 
course.  It  is  very  often  associated  with  tuberculosis  of  the  pleura,  and 
the  conditions  in  that  sac  have  similar  characters.  Occasionally  we 
meet  with  an 'acute  fibrinous  pericarditis  in  which,  when  we  remove 
the  fibrine,  numerous  small  white  fresh  tubercles  are  to  be  seen  on  the 
pericardium.  More  frequently,  however,  the  two  layers  of  the  pericar- 
dium are  firmly  united  by  connective  tissue,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
separate  them.  In  the  midst  of  the  thickened  layers  are  to  be  seen 
yellow  caseous  masses,  sometimes  of  considerable  size.  These  represent 
old  tubercles,  and  the  whole  process  is  a  more  or  less  chronic  one,  even 
from  the  outset.  Under  the  microscope  there  will  l^e  found  large 
masses  having  the  indefinite  characters  of  caseous  necrosis  Avith  occa- 
sional fresh  tubercles,  in  the  midst  of  tissue  which  presents  in  some 
parts  evidences  of  recent  inflammation  and  in  others  merely  dense  con- 
nective tissue. 

White  spots,  milk  spots,  or  soldier's  spots,  on  the  pericardium.— 
These  are  very  common  pathological  conditions  and  warrant  a  passing 
notice.  They  occur  in  about  half  the  cases  examined  post  mortem,  and 
their  frequency  seems  nearly  in  direct  proportion  to  age.  They  are  in 
the  form  of  well-defined,  whitish,  opaque  areas  on  the  surface  of  the  heart, 
of  very  various  size,  sometimes  very  small,  at  other  times  so  large  as 
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almost  to  cover  the  anterior  surface.  Their  edges  are  usually  abrujit  and 
well-defined,  but  they  may  merge  gradually  in  the  j)ericardium.  They 
have  often  a  brilliant  white  tendinous  appearance,  but  may  be  more  dull. 
They  are  most  frequently  situated  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  right 
ventricle,  and  next  on  that  of  the  left  ventricle,  especially  near  the 
apex.  They  are  also  met  with  on  the  posterior  surface,  esj)ecially  near 
the  base  of  the  heart,  and  on  the  intra-pericardial  portions  of  the  great 
vessels.    They  are  more  uncommon  on  the  parietal  layer  of  the  sac. 

These  sjjots  actually  consist  in  a  thickening  of  the  pericardium,  pre- 
senting merely  dense  connective  tissue  covered  with  endothelium  (see 
Fig.  167).    The  thickening  is  due  to  a  chronic  irritation,  and  the  con- 


Fig.  167.— Soldier's  spot  on  pericardium,  h,  muscular  wall  of  heart  :  a,  pericardium  ■  c 
thickening  so  as  to  form  spot,    x  25. 


dition  is  really  a  chronic  pericarditis.  The  cause  of  the  irritation  is 
not  at  first  very  clear.  We  have  here  a  circumscribed  inflammation 
affecting  by  preference  certain  districts,  and  the  cause  must  be  a  local 
one.  It  seems  to  be  due  to  the  irritation  resulting  from  the  projection 
of  the  heart  against  its  surroundings.  The  commonest  seat  is  where 
the  anterior  surface  of  the  right  ventricle  comes  against  the  sternum  at 
the  place  where  the  edges  of  the  lungs  turn  aside  and.  expose  the  peri- 
cardium. The  sternum  is  less  yielding  than  most  surrounding  parts, 
and  so  the  irritation  is  greater  here.  The  spot  where  the  left  ventricle 
near  the  apex  strikes  against  the  fifth  rib,  is  the  next  most  frequent 
site. 


ANEUEISMS  OF  THE  HEAET  AND  VALVES. 

Although  these  aneurisms  are  not  usually  of  independent  origin  or 
significance,  we  give  them  here  a  special  treatment  because  of  their 
frequency  and  importance. 

By  ANEURISMS  OF  THE  HEART  are  meant  aneurisms  which,  in  the 
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form  of  sacs  or  diverticula,  communicate  with  one  of  the  cavities  of 
the  heart.  Those  aneurisms  are  almost  confined  to  the  left  ventricle, 
and  they  may  be  divided  into  two  forms.  In  one  form  the'  aneurism 
projects  out  from  the  heart,  so  as  to  be  visii)le  externally  as  a  pro- 
trusion ;  in  the  other  form  the  aneurism  burrows  in  the  wall  of  the 
heart,  and  is  not  visible  externally.  The  first  form  usually  has  its  seat 
at  the  apex  or  the  base,  and  in  the  latter  case  it  may  project  up 
lietween  the  great  vessels.  These  aneurisms  mostly  arise  as  a  con- 
sequence of  chronic  endocarditis,  or  chi'onic  myocarditis.  The  latter, 
especially  when  it  produces  a  localised  fibroid  condition,  or  cirrhosis  of 
the  muscular  wall,  may  allow  of  partial  dilatation  in  the  form  of  a  pouch. 
In  the  second  form,  the  dimensions  and  oatline  of  the  aneurism  may  be 
very  complicated.  The  blood,  getting  into  the  muscular  substance, 
may  dissect  a  path  for  itself  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
original  aperture.  In  this  way  it  may  almost  form  a  girdle  round  the 
heart.  Or  it  may  undermine  the  pericardium,  dissecting  it  largely  from 
the  surface  of  the  heart,  so  as  to  form  a  kind  of  blood-filled  sac  around 
the  heart.  For  the  most  part  these  aneurisms  originate  in  softening  of 
the  endocardium,  admitting  of  penetration  of  the  blood  into  the  mu.s- 
cular  substance.  It  need  hardly  be  added  that,  in  both  forms,  rupture 
of  the  aneurism  is  liable  to  occur,  usually  into  the  sac  of  the  pericar- 
dium, and  with  fatal  results. 

Aneurism  of  the  valves  is  the  condition  in  which  a  pouch  exists, 
projecting  from  a  valve  and  with  a  narrow  neck.  This  form  of  aneu- 
rism results  from  acute  endocarditis,  either  simple  or  ulcerative.  With 
the  aid  of  the  accompanying  diagram,  the  mode  of  formation  of  thi; 


wArr  ifis  —Diasram  of  mode  of  formation  of  aneurism  of  aorUc  valvc^ 
The  cm-tain  (a)  formed  of  two  layers.  At  6,  its  outer  layer  roughened 
aiid  softened.  At  c,  the  aneurism,  which  has  burst  at  d,  so  as  to  per- 
for  ate  the  valve. 

aneurism  may  be  illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  aortic  valve,  which  is  its 
most  frequent  seat.  The  semilunar  curtains  which  form  the  valve 
are  each  composed  of  a  double  fold  of  endocardium,  as  represented  at 
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a.  From  what  has  abeady  been  stated,  it  will  be  known  that  in  acute 
endocarditis  it  is  the  ventricular  layer  which  is  principally  involved 
along  the  line  of  contact,  as  indicated  at  h.  The  aortic  layer  is 
usually  smooth  and  unaltered  to  the  naked  eye.  At  the  affected  part 
of  the  ventricular  layer  the  tisue  is  softened,  and  during  the  closure 
of  the  valve,  the  single  aortic  layer  may  be  unable  to  support  the  full 
pressure  of  the  blood.  In  this  way  it  may  be  pushed  towards  the 
ventricle,  carrying  before  it  the  softened  ventricular  layer,  as  at  c.  It 
will  be  apparent  that,  in  the  case  of  the  aortic  valve,  the  aneurism  will 
always  project  into  the  ventricle.  In  the  case  of  the  mitral  valve,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  softened  layer  is  on  the  auricular  surface  of  the 
valve,  and  the  pressure  of  the  blood  during  closure  of  the  valve  will  be 
exercised  towards  the  auricle,  and  the  aneurism  consequently  projects 
towards  that  cavity. 

As  the  aneurism  owes  its  origin  to  acute  endocarditis,  its  surface 
is  usually  covered  with  vegetations,  which  are  often  very  abundant, 
and  may  so  conceal  the  aneurism  as  to  lead  to  its  being  overlooked. 
The  aneurism,  again,  may  rupture,  and  so  produce  a  perforation  of  the 
valve.  It  is  sometimes  as  if  the  bottom  had  been  blown  out  of  the 
aneurism  and  a  short  tube  left,  surrounded  by  shaggy  vegetations 
(as  at  cl  in  figure).  Even  in  that  case,  however,  if  the  neck  of  the 
aneurism  be  examined,  it  is  often  found  that  the  endocardium,  as  it 
passes  into  it,  is  smooth  and  unaltered. 


VALVULAE  DISEASE  OF  THE  HEAET. 

In  studying  endocarditis,  we  have  seen  that  the  valves  are  frequentlj- 
altered  in  their  structure  ;  we  have  now  to  consider  these  alterations 
more  specifically,  and  their  effects  on  the  heart  and  circulation.  It  is 
not  usual  to  designate  anything  as  valvular  disease  unless  it  interfere 
with  the  function  of  a  valve  or  orifice.  The  function  of  a  valve  is  to 
close  an  orifice  under  certain  circumstances,  and  we  speak  of  valvular 
disease  when  the  alterations  are  such  as  either  to  obstruct  the  orifice  or 
to  interfere  with  its  closure  by  the  valve.  Hence  valvular  lesions  may  be 
divided  into  two  kinds,  namely,  narrowing  or  stenosis  of  the  orifice,  and 
ii^ufficiency  of  the  valve.  In  referring  to  these  same  lesions,  as  they 
afi^ect  the  current  of  blood  in  the  heart,  we  speak  of  obstruction  of  an 
orifice  and  of  regurgitation  through  the  orifice  or  incompetency  of  the 
valve.  Of  course  it  would  be  a  very  incorrect  use  of  language  to  speak 
of  obstruction  of  a  valve,  or  insufficiency  of  an  orifice. 
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Valvular  disease  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  the  valves  of  the 
left  side  than  in  those  of  the  right,  and  hence  we  have  chiefly  to  do 
with  the  mitral  and  aortic  valves.  We  have  already  seen  that  in  the 
foetus  it  is  the  valves  of  the  right  side  which  are  most  frequently 
affected,  and  we  have  connected  this  with  the  fact  that  these  valves  are 
more  liable  to  variations  of  pressure  in  the  fojtus  than  in  the  adult. 

Insufficiency  or  Incompetency  of  the  Mitral  Valve. — This  is 
a  condition  in  which,  during  the  systole  of  the  heart,  some  portion  of 
the  Mood  passes  back  into  the  left  auricle  instead  of  the  whole  being 
forced  into  the  aorta. 

The  actual  physical  conditions  are  somewhat  various,  but  most  of 
them  are  related  to  chronic  endocarditis.  The  commonest  is  that  in 
which  the  valvular  structures  are  thickened  by  the  new-formed  connec- 
tive tissue  and  retracted  and  shortened  from  its  contraction.  This 
applies  to  the  curtains  themselves,  but  still  more  to  the  chordae  ten- 
dinese,  which  become  thickened  and  shortened,  and  frequently  grow 
together,  so  that  they  hold  the  curtains  rigidly  drawn  down  and  do  not 
allow  them  to  go  together  during  the  systole  of  the  ventricle  (see  figure 
164,  p.  325).  Again,  much  more  rarely,  in  acute  endocarditis,  the 
valve  may  be  perforated,  as  in  the  case  of  valvular  aneurism,  or  the 
chordae  tendineae  torn  so  as  to  allow  a  portion  of  the  valve  to  flap 
upwards  through  the  orifice.  Lastly,  without  much  alteration  of  the 
curtains,  there  may  be  a  relative  insvffidency  of  the  valve.  That  is  to 
say,  the  cavity  of  the  ventricles  sometimes  enlarges  greatly,  and  pro- 
duces enlargement  of  the  orifice,  which  the  valve  is  no  longer  able  to 
cover.  There  are  some  cases  of  permanent  hypertrophy  and  dilatation 
of  the  left  ventricle  where  this  occurs,  but  it  may  be  met  with  where  the 
dilatation  is  temporary,  as  in  the  flabby  fatty  heart  of  typhus  fever  and 
angemia.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  so-called  anaemic  murmurs 
are  usually  due  to  this  cause,  but  there  is  in  some  cases  an  actual  mitral 
regurgitation.  When  recovery  occurs,  and  the  heart  resumes  its  former 
vigour,  the  valve  will  again  cover  the  orifice.  \ 

We  have  now  to  consider  what  results  ensue  from  insufiicient  closure 
•of  the  valve.  At  each  ventricular  systole  blood  regurgitates  into  the 
left  auricle,  and  the  most  direct  result  is  over-distension  of  this  auricle 
occurring  at  successive  intervals.  The  wall  of  the  auricle  is  weak,  and 
does  not  offer  much  resistance  to  the  distensile  force.  There  is  another 
result  which  often  follows,  apparently  from  the  unduly  forcible  impact 
of  the  blood  against  the  endocardium,  and  the  over-stretching  of  this 
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membrane,  namely  a  thickening  of  the  endocardium.  We  may  find  it 
generally  thickened  and  opaque,  or  there  may  be  patches  of  opacity. 

But  the  results  do  not  confine  themselves  to  the  auricle — the 
abnormal  blood-pressure  is  reflected  to  the  pulmonary  veins  which  feed 
the  auricle,  and  they  become  distended.  The  distension  is  further 
reflected  to  the  capillaries  and  the  pulmonary  arteries,  and  finally  to 
the  right  ventricle.  The  right  ventricle  is  over-distended,  and  unless 
it  acts  more  vigorously  than  usual,  so  as  to  empty  itself  into  the  pul- 
monary artery  at  every  systole  with  greater  force,  the  overfilling  is 
reflected  to  the  systemic  venous  system. 

We  have  already  seen,  however,  that  when  necessity  arises  the  heart 
is  stimulated  to  increased  action.     The  rhythmical  contractions  of  the 
heart  are  referrible  to  its  intrinsic  ganglia,  and  the  heart  of  a  frog 
will  beat  for  a  time  when  empty  of  blood.    But  it  beats  much  more 
vigorously  when  full,  and  the  more  its  cavities  are  distended,  up 
to  a  certain  point,  the  more  vigorous  are  its  contractions.    It  is  as  if 
the  stretching  of  the  fibres  suppHed  the  reflex  stimulus  to  increased 
vigour  in  the  contraction  of  the  muscle.    In  the  case  we  are  considering 
the  increase  in  the  amount  and  pressure  of  the  blood  in  the  right 
ventricle,  as  well  as  the  necessities  of  the  pulmonary  circulation,  act  as  a 
spur  to  more  vigorous  contraction,  and  we  have  already  seen  that  this 
increased  action  when  prolonged  leads  to  hypertrophy.  Hypertrophy 
of  the  right  ventricle  is  therefore  a  very  constant  result  of  the  lesion 
we  are  considering. 

Eeturning  now  to  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  it  is  clear  that,  as  part 
of  the  blood  in  the  left  ventricle  passes  at  each  systole  into  the  auricle, 
too  little  will  go  into  the  aorta,  and  the  systemic  circulation  will  be 
partially  starved.     But  when  the  right  ventricle  acts  with  increased 
^■lgour,  the  blood  passes  into  the  left  ventricle  with  increased  force 
Hud  m  larger  amount  than  normally.    The  result  will  be  increased 
action  and  consequent  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle.    We  can  see 
here  again  a  double  action  such  as  we  found  in  the  case  of  the  right 
ventncle.    The  systemic  circulation,  being  starved,  calls  for  increased 
supply  of  blood,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  distension  of  the  ventricle 
HKluces  mcrease  in  the  force  of  the  contractions.    The  hyi^ertrophy  of 
he  left  ventricle  is  usually  small  in  amount  and  quite  subordinate  to 
that  of  the  right,  which  with  the  distension  of  the  left  auricle  is  the 
most  prominent  appearance.    The  heart  presents  the  more  globular 
or  quadrilateral  shape  already  referred  to  as  characteristic  of  hyper- 
trophy of  the  nght  ventricle. 
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These  changes  may  completely  compensate  for  the  incompetence  of 
the  valve,  that  is  to  say  the  circulation  may  Ije  restored  to  its  normal 
efficiency ;  but  it  may  not  be  so,  or  even  when  established,  the  restored 
efficiency  may  he  impaired  from  some  further  interference  with  the  pul- 
monary circulation  or  weakness  of  the  heart.  So  there  is  apt,  after  a 
time,  to  be  over-distension  of  the  systemic  venous  circulation,  and  tlic 
train  of  changes  which  are  usually  more  fully  developed  in  mitral 
obstruction  and  will  be  described  under  that  heading.  The  pulmonai  \ 
circulation  suffers  even  more  than  the  systemic  from  any  insufficient 
compensation  on  the  part  of  the  right  ventricle.  The  pulmonary 
vessels  are  permanently  over-distended,  and  oedema  and  haemorrhage 
are  frequent  results.  The  hsemorrhage  is  in  the  form  of  slight  oozing 
from  the  pulmonary  capillaries  so  that  the  sputum  is  streaked  with 
blood.  It  is  not  to  be  confused  with  that  which  occurs  in  consequence 
of  embolism  of  the  pulmonary  artery,  forming  the  hsemorrhagic  infar(  • 
tion,  which  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  disease  of  the  mitral  valve,  but 
from  a  cause  to  be  afterwards  considered. 


Obstruction  of  the  Mitral  Orifice.  Mitral  Stenosis. — This 
name  is  applied  to  the  condition  in  which  the  mitral  orifice  is  not  large 

enough  to  allow  of  the  usual  quantit\ 
of  blood  passing  from  the  auricle  to 
the  ventricle.  The  normal  width  of 
the  mitral  orifice  may  be  rough!}' 
estimated  with  the  fingers ;  in  tlie 
adult  it  should  allow  the  index  and 
middle  fingers  to  pass  freely  througli 
as  far  as  the  first  joint.  The  contrac- 
tion may  be  very  slight  or  it  ma}- 
be  to  such  an  extent  that  hardly  a 
crow-quill  can  be  admitted  into  the 
orifice.  In  the  case  of  stenosis  of  the 
mitral  as  well  as  in  that  of  the  aortic 
orifice,  the  obstruction  is  usually 
caused  by  the  curtains  of  the  valves 
becoming  thickened  and  rigid,  and 
especially  by  their  coalescence.  The 
thickened  valves  grow  together  by  their  edges,  and  so  the  valve  is  con- 
verted into  a  funnel  with  its  apex  turned  down  into  the  ventricle.  Ihe 
normal  orifice  is  at  the  base  of  the  curtains.  But  when  the  valves  coalesce, 


jijg  169.— Diagram  of  fimnel-shaped  de- 
formity of  mitral  valve.  The  dotted  lines 
indicate  the  coalesced  cm-tains  forming  a 
funnel  projecting  into  the  ventricle  with  a 
reduced  aperture  at  the  apex. 
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the  orifice  while  becoming  contracted  is  moved  downwards,  and  comes 
to  have  its  site  at  the  apex  of  the  funnel.  This  will  be  understood 
from  the  accomjjanpng  simple  diagram  (Fig.  169),  in  which  black  lines 
represent  the  orifice  and  curtains  in  their  normal  condition  during  the 
diastole  of  the  ventricle,  the  curtains  lying  back  against  the  wall  of  the 
ventricle,  and  the  orifice  at  their  base.  The  dotted  lines  represent 
the  coalesced  funnel-shaped  valve ;  the  contraction  of  the  orifice  and 
its  removal  downwards  being  shown.  The  chordae  tendinese  are  com- 
monlj-  thickened  and  often  partly  incorporated  in  the  funnel  (see  Fig. 
164,  p.  32.5).  On  laying  open  the  ventricle  this  thick,  rigid,  funnel-shaped 
deformitj'-  is  often  strikingly  prominent.  These  conditions  result  from 
chronic  endocarditis,  and  it  will  be  readily  understood  that  the  rigid 
valve  is  frequently  incompetent,  so  that  this  condition  is  often  combined 
with  the  one  before.  There  are  also  not  infrequently  changes  in  the 
aortic  valve. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  vegetations  occurring  in  acute  endocar- 
ditis would  obstruct  the  orifice,  but  although  these  rough  projections 
undoubtedly  interrupt  the  even  flow  of  blood,  and  may  produce  during 
life  what  is  technically  a  murmur  of  mitral  obstruction,  yet  their  actual 
influence  on  the  function  of  the  orifice  must  be  very  slight,  and  we 
are  not  to  look  for  any  definite  evidences  of  their  influence  on  the 
circulation. 

Obstruction  is  occasionally  produced  by  thrombi  growing  on  the 
valve,  or  having  their  seat  in  the  auricle  and  projecting  into  the  orifice. 
This  is  a  rare  cause  of  obstruction,  and  a  still  rarer  is  the  presence  of 
tumours  growing  in  such  a  way  as  to  obstruct  the  orifice. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  results  to  the  circulation  of  mitral 
obstruction.  The  most  direct  effect  mil  be  dilatation  of  the  left 
auricle,  as  the  blood  is,  to  a  certain  extent,  hindered  in  its  passage 
into  the  ventricle.  As  a  consequence,  the  whole  pulmonary  vessels 
will  be  loaded  and  the  right  ventricle  distended  with  the  accumulated 
blood.  On  the  principles  already  laid  down  there  will  be  increased 
action  and  consequent  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  and  this  is 
commonly  more  extreme  than  in  mitral  insufficiency.  The  contraction 
of  the  orifice  interferes  with  the  passage  of  blood  into  the  left  ventricle, 
which,  in  extreme  cases,  is,  as  it  were,  starved  of  blood.  The  increased 
force  of  the  right  ventricle  may  in  great  part  make  up  for  this  de- 
ficiency, and  sometimes  there  is  also  aortic  insufficiency,  so  that  the 
ventricle  is  fed  from  the  aorta  as  well.  According  to  these  various 
circumstances  will  be  the  state  of  the  left  ventricle.   It  may  be  actually 
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atrophied  and  appear  as  a  small  appendage  to  the  enlarged  right  ven- 
tricle, or  it  may  be  normal  in  size  or  even  hypcrtrophied.  In  any  case 
the  hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle  is  the  predominating  condition. 
The  shape  of  the  heart  is  more  quadrilateral,  the  apex  is  Ijlunt  and 
formed  by  the  right  ventricle.  During  life,  instead  of  the  defined  apex 
beat  of  the  left  ventricle,  there  is  the  more  diffused  heaving  of  the 
right. 

Passing  from  the  heart,  we  have  a  permanent  passive  hypersemia 
of  the  pulmonary  circulation,  with  consequent  brown  induration  of 
the  lungs.  There  will  also  be  the  tendency  to  slight  haemorrhages, 
showing  itself  in  the  sputa.  (Edema  of  the  lungs  readily  de- 
velops. The  dilatation  of  the  right  ventricle,  especially  when  followeil 
by  thrombosis,  also  frequently  leads  to  embolism  of  the  pulmonar\- 
artery  and  the  hsemorrhagic  infarction.  The  hyperaemia  is  reflected 
to  the  systemic  venous  circulation,  especially  if  the  dilatation  of  the 
right  ventricle  lead  to  relative  insufficiency  of  the  tricuspid  valve,  and 
we  find  evidences  of  passive  hypersemia  of  the  liver  (nutmeg  liver), 
kidneys  and  other  organs.  Not  infrequently  serious  oedema  of  the  skin 
and  dropsy  of  the  serous  cavities  develop.  Thrombosis  in  the  veins  of 
the  legs  often  complicates  the  condition,  and  this  again  may  be  a  source 
of  pulmonary  embolism. 

Insufficiency  of  the  Aortic  Valve. — This  is  the  condition  in 
which,  after  the  completion  of  the  ventricular  systole,  a  portion  of  the. 
blood  regiu'gitates  into  the  left  ventricle  through  the  imperfect)}- 
closed  semilunar  valve.  This  condition  is  usually  brought  about  by 
chronic  endocarditis.  The  individual  semilunar  folds  are  thickened 
and  shortened,  the  actual  length  of  free  margin  being  reduced.  The 

consequence  is  that,  during 
the  closure  of  the  valve,  the 
edges  have  not  suflicient 
length  to  meet  jjerfectly 
and  so  a  triangular  aper- 
ture is  left.  This  is  illus- 
trated diagrammatically  in 
the  accompanying  figure. 
The  contraction  may  reach 
such  an  extent  as  to  leave 
only  a  nodulation  on  the  wall  of  the  aorta  in  place  of  the  curtains.  These 
changes  are  very  commonly  accompanied  by  adhesion  of  the  adjacent  folds 


Pig.  170.— Diagram  of  aortic  insufaciency.  a,  the  nor- 
mal valve  closed,  as  seen  from  above  ;  6,  the  valve  witli 
curtains  shortened  and  leaving  a  triangulai-  space. 
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of  the  curtains,  and  this  necessarily  causes  contraction  of  the  orifice ; 
indeed,  the  curtains  as  such  may  disajipear,  leaving  only  a  diaphragm  with 
a  permanent  aperture  in  its  middle,  the  condition  being  similar  to  that 
illustrated  in  Figure  154,  p.  303.  An  unusual  cause  of  aortic  in- 
sufficiency is  perforation  of  the  curtains  as  a  result  of  acute  endocar- 
ditis or  the  bursting  of  a  valvular  aneurism.  Of  course  the  perforation 
of  the  curtains  beyond  the  line  of  contact  already  referred  to  is  not 
to  be  mistaken  for  a  pathological  perforation.  A  rare  cause  of  aortic 
insufficiency  is  the  tearing  of  one  of  the  curtains.  During  severe  ex- 
ertion the  blood-pressure  in  the  aorta  may  be  so  much  raised  as  to 
rupture  a  curtain,  and  such  a  wound  will  hardly  unite  as  it  will  be  torn 
aside  at  each  closure. 

It  may  be  added  here  that  aortic  disease  is  often  accompanied  by 
mitral  disease,  chronic  endocarditis,  having  its  origin  in  rheumatism, 
attacking  both.  Chronic  endocarditis  of  the  aortic  valve  again  is  often 
connected,  as  we  have  seen,  with  endarteritis  or  atheroma  of  the  aorta, 
and  in  that  case  it  is  not  so  likely  to  be  associated  with  mitral  disease. 

It  may  be  interesting  here  to  observe  that  the  origin  of  the  endo- 
carditis has  an  important  bearing  on  the  age  at  which  these  valvular 
lesions  occur.  Acute  rheumatism  is  a  disease  of  youth  and  manhood, 
and  most  cases  of  valvular  disease  take  origin  in  it.  Accordingly, 
diseases  of  the  valves  are  most  common,  at  least  in  their  inception,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  ten  and  thirty.  But  there  are  some  cases  of  aortic 
disease  which,  as  we  have  seen,  stand  in  a  different  category.  Chronic 
endarteritis  or  atheroma  is  a  disease  mostly  of  advanced  life,  and  so  it  is 
more  common  in  old  persons  to  meet  with  aortic  disease  than  with  mitral. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  eff"ect  of  this  insuflficiency  of  the  aortic 
valve  on  the  circulation.  In  the  normal  state  during  the  diastole  of 
the  ventricle,  the  blood  flows  from  the  auricle  into  the  ventricle.  But 
just  at  the  close  of  the  diastole  the  auricle  contracts  and  forces  the 
blood  more  vigorously  into  the  ventricle  so  as  to  distend  it,  and  per- 
haps give  it  the  impulse  to  contract.  When  the  ventricle  contracts 
the  blood  passes  into  the  aorta,  and  the  wave  is  propagated  forwards, 
and  at  the  same  time  partly  distends  that  vessel.  At  the  end  of  the 
systole  the  semilunar  valve  closes,  and  on  the  recoil  of  the  distended 
aorta  the  blood  is  forced  onwards  in  the  systemic  arteries.  But  now, 
suppose  that  the  semilunar  valve  does  not  close  completely,  then  the 
aorta  in  its  recoil  will  force  blood  back  into  the  ventricle  as  well  as 
forward  into  the  systemic  arteries.  This  extra  mass  of  blood  driven 
with  considerable  force  into  the  left  ventricle  will  overfill  it  and  forcibly 
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distend  it,  while  the  systemic  circulation  will  he  proportionately 
starved.  The  left  ventricle  is  called  on  to  make  increased  exertions  to 
get  rid  of  the  excess  of  blood  and  fulfil  the  wants  of  the  system,  and 
we  may  suppose  that  the  stimulus  to  increased  action  is  afforded  hy  the 
stretching  of  the  fibres  by  the  excess  of  blood.  The  natural  result  is 
dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  which  may  almost 
completely  compensate.  In  this  disease,  therefore,  the  primary  and 
prominent  fact  is  the  enlargement  of  the  left  ventricle.  As  previously 
mentioned,  the  heart  becomes  more  conical  in  shape  ;  the  septum  takes 
part  in  the  hypertrophy  and  bulges  into  the  right  ventricle.  This 
may  exist  to  such  an  extent  that  the  right  ventricle  is  seen  on  trans- 
verse section  as  a  mere  crescentic  appendage  of  the  left,  and  there  may 
even  be,  to  some  extent,  obstruction  of  the  right  auriculo-ventricular 
orifice  by  the  bulging  of  the  septum,  inducing  general  venous  hypei'- 
asmia.  As  the  ventricle  propels  a  much  larger  amount  of  blood  into 
the  aorta,  and  with  abnormal  force,  there  is  sometimes  a  resulting  dila- 
tation of  the  arch  and  great  vessels.  In  this  way  there  may  even  be  an 
actual  aneurism  of  the  arch. 

It  is  to  be  added,  that  as  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  is  asso- 
ciated with  dilatation  of  that  cavity,  there  is  frequently  a  consequent 
widening  of  the  mitral  orifice.  As  a  result  of  this,  we  may  have  a 
relative  incompetency  of  the  mitral  valve,  which  is  incapable  of  com- 
pletely covering  the  dilated  orifice.  In  this  way,  the  consequences 
already  considered  of  mitral  insufficiency  may  be  brought  about ;  but 
they  are  usually  much  less  pronounced,  and  of  late  occurrence.  It  is  to 
be  remembered,  also,  that  mitral  disease  often  co-exists  with  aortic. 

Obstruction  of  the  Aortic  Orifice.  Aortic  Stenosis. — In  this 
lesion  the  passage  of  blood  from  the  left  ventricle  into  the  aorta  is  inter- 
fered with.  It  is,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  caused  by  chronic 
endocarditis.  The  conditions  already  described  as  leading  to  insuf- 
ficiency of  the  valve  by  causing  rigidity  of  the  curtains,  mostly 
produce  obstruction  of  the  orifice,  and  this  is  all  the  more  marked 
when  calcareous  infiltration  ensues.  Where  the  valve  is,  in  the  way 
already  mentioned,  converted  into  a  rigid  diaphragm,  then  there  must 
be  great  obstruction  of  the  orifice  as  well  as  insufficiency  of  the  valve. 
These  two  forms  of  lesion  are,  therefore,  usually  found  associated. 
In  acute  endocarditis  the  roughening  of  the  curtains  may  to  some  extent 
obstruct  the  flow  of  blood,  but  the  interference  is  trivial,  and  will  hardly 
lead  to  any  of  the  secondary  results  of  aortic  stenosis. 
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The  obstruction  at  the  orifice  prevents  the  blood  getting  away 
fully  during  the  systole  of  the  ventricle,  and  there  conies  to  be  an 
overfilling  of  the  ventricle.     The  ventricle,  as  in  the  previous  case, 
is  stimulated  to  increased  exertion,  and  the  distensile  force  of  the 
blood  may  again  be  supposed  to  afford  the  necessary  stimulus.  In- 
creased action  induces  hypertrophy  as  before,  and  so  here,  as  in  the 
preWous  case,  the  primary  phenomenon  is  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
ventricle.    This  may  completely  compensate  for  the  obstruction,  and 
persons  may  go  about  comparatively  well  with  an  obstructed  orifice  and 
enlarged  left  ventricle.    But  this  is  not  so  Hkely  as  in  the  previous  case, 
and  any  extra  need  for  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  heart,  or  weakness 
of  its  muscle,  may  lead  to  incomplete  compensation.    In  such  a  case  the 
ventricle  vnW  get  abnormally  dilated,  and  the  auricle  will  not  be  able  to 
empty  itself  fully  into  the  dilated  ventricle.    The  pulmonary  circula- 
tion will  become  engorged  and  the  right  ventricle,  overloaded,  and 
so  we  may  have  all  the  evil  consequences  of  mitral  disease.    It  will  be 
observed,  however,  that,  as  the  left  ventricle  is  much  more  capable 
of  undertaking  additional  work  than  the  right,  it  succeeds  much  more 
frequently  in  bringing  about  a  complete  compensation.     The  hyper- 
trophied  left  ventricle  having  to  dispose  of  an  increased  mass  of  blood, 
generally  does  so  slowly,  and  the  pulse  is  consequently  slow  and 
regular. 

It  will  have  become  apparent  that  in  many  cases  aortic  disease 
is  associated  with  mitral,  and  that  there  is  frequently  combination  and 
complication  of  the  resulting  changes  in  the  heart  and  circulation. 

Valvular  Disease  of  the  Right  Heart.— We  have  already  seen 
that,  except  in  the  foetus,  this  foim  of  disease  is  uncommon.  In  cases 
of  acute  or  chronic  endocarditis  with'  well  marked  lesions  on  the  left 
side,  however,  there  are  very  often  slight  indications  of  inflammation 
in  the  valves  of  the  right  heart. 

There  is  one  condition  of  the  tricuspid  valve  which,  although  secon- 
dary, is  often  of  considerable  consequence  on  account  of  the  eff'ects  to 
which  It  leads,  and  that  is  RELATIVE  insufficiency  of  the  tricuspid 
valve.  We  have  seen  that  in  mitral  disease  the  right  ventricle  usually 
dilates  and  hypertrophies,  and  with  this  change  in  the  ventricle  the 
orifice  widens.  The  valve  may  thus  be  unable  to  cover  the  enlarged 
orifice,  and  become  insufficient.  In  other  forms  of  dilatation  and 
hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle  as  in  that  due  to  obstruction  to 
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the  pulmonary  circulation,  the  same  thing  may  occur.  The  tricuspid 
orifice  normally  admits  readily  three  fingers  up  to  the  first  joints,  and 
when  enlarged  it  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  cases  in  which  it 
admits  four,  five,  six,  or  even  seven  fingers.  If  the  valve  is  thus 
incompetent  to  close  the  enlarged  orifice  the  hlood  will,  during  the 
systole  of  the  ventricle,  regurgitate  into  the  auricle.  The  wave  will 
be  propagated  into  the  veins  of  the  neck,  and  there  will  probably  be 
an  aggravation  of  existing  congestion  of  the  systemic  veins. 

It  need  only  be  added  that  if  chronic  endocarditis  attacks  the 
tricuspid  or  pulmonary  valves,  it  may  produce  results  similar  to  those 
effected  in  the  mitral  and  aortic.     The  tissue  here,  however,  is  le- 
substantial  to  begin  with,  and  the  inflammation  is  usually  much  Ich.^ 
intense,  and  so  the  changes  are  rarely  of  any  great  consequence. 

COAGULA  IN  THE  HEART. 

Simple  Clots. — It  is  very  common  to  meet  Avith  clots  in  the  heart 
at  post-mortem  examinations,  and  very  important  to  distinguish  those 
that  are  of  pathological  significance.    In  a  great  majority  of  cases  we 
meet  with  soft  gelatinous  clots  occupying  auricles  and  ventricles  and 
sometimes  extending  from  them  into  the  aorta  and  pulmonary  artery. 
These  clots  are  produced  just  about  the  period  of  death.    It  cannot  be 
said  that  they  are  always  in  the  strictest  sense  post-mortem,  because 
the  fact  that  they  are  sometimes  decolorized  shows  that  the  blood 
corpuscles  have  been  in  these  cases  removed  from  them.    Yet  they  are 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  post-mortem.    During  the  last  miuutes  of 
life  the  heart  may  give  irregular  and  imperfect  contractions,  not  sufH- 
cient  to  forward  the  circulation,  but  having  the  eff"ect  of  churning  the 
blood.    Coagula  may  thus  be  formed  somewhat  in  the  way  that  the 
fibrine  is  separated  in  whipping  blood.    In  that  case  the  clot  is  apt  to 
be  stringy  and  slightly  opaque  in  appearance.    Again,  the  absence  of 
the  red  corpuscles  in  a  clot  may  be  brought  aliout  in  a  diff"erent  way. 
When  blood  is  shed  it  coagulates  quickly,  and  in  human  blood  it  is  rare 
for  the  coagulation  to  be  long  enough  delayed  to  allow  of  the  sinking  of 
the  corpuscles  so  as  to  leave  a  buff"y  coat  on  the  surface.     In  the 
heart,  however,  the  coagulation,  unless  it  be  induced  by  the  churning 
action  just  referred  to,  is  delayed,  because  the  tissue   does  not 
immediately  lose  all  vitality.    Time  is  often  thus  afforded  for  the 
sinking  of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  so  we  may  find  some  parts  of  the  clot 
deeply  red  and  others  colouriess  or  yellow.    For  practical  purposes  all 
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this  class  of  coagula  may  be  designated  simply,  clots,  the  term  thrombi 
being  applied  to  those  occurring  during  life. 

The  clots  have  more  or  less  the  shape  of  the  cavity  in  vi^hich  they  are 
found.  They  sometimes  extend  into  the  great  vessels,  and  show  a  con- 
striction where  they  have  taken  the  mould  of  the  valve.  They  adhere 
very  little  to  the  endocardium,  although  they  may  have  a  deceptive 
appearance  of  adhesion  from  being  entangled  among  the  chordae 
tendinete  and  musculi  papillares.  The  gelatinous  character,  transparent 
appearance,  and  smooth  surface  of  these  clots  are  other  indications. 
They  are  also  as  a  rule  much  more  bulky  than  thrombi. 

Thrombi  are  of  various  kinds  and  different  significance,  and  it  may 
be  said  that  coagulation  of  blood  within  the  heart  during  life  is  of 
frequent  occurrence.  We  have  already  incidentally  considered  most  of 
these  forms  of  thrombi,  and  it  will  be  necessary  here  to  do  little  more 


r,tKi°'         Globular  thrombi  near  the  apex  of  the  left  ventricle.  Several 
ot  those  are  seen  to  project  from  between  the  musculi  papillares. 

than  enumerate  them.  Thrombi  are  frequently  designated  vegetations, 
but  It  IS  not  advisable  to  use  this  word  in  place  of  the  more  accurate 
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one  thrombi.  We  may  distinguish  three  forms  of  thrombi:  warty, 
globular,  and  polypoid. 

Warty  thrombi  we  have  already  seen  to  occur  in  acute  endocarditis, 
owing  to  the  coagulation  of  the  filjrine  on  the  inflamed  and  roughened 
surfaces. 

Globular  thrombi  have  been  described  in  the  section  on  throm- 
bosis (see  page  28)  in  the  first  part  of  this  work,  and  are  represented 
in  Fig.  171.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  they  are  of  frequent  occur- 
rence in  dilated  and  hypertrophied  hearts,  and  that  they  are  prone;  1., 
soften  in  the  central  parts  and  finally  to  break  down,  so  that  they  iiiuy 
give  rise  to  embolism.  These  thrombi  are  sometimes  very  loosely  ail- 
herent  to  the  endocardium  and  may  be  detached  bodily  and  carried 
into  the  pulmonary  artery  or  aorta — most  frequently  into  the  former, 
as  they  are  more  common  in  the  right  ventricle  and  auricle  than  in 
the  left. 

The  POLYPOID  thrombi  are  much  more  uncommon  than  the  otlu  i 
two  forms.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  thrombus  is  formed  on  a  vah  e 
or  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  heart  and  from  this  point  grows  out  by 
successive  deposition  to  a  considerable  size.  The  author  has  met  with 
a  case  in  which  the  left  ventricle  was  filled  with  massive  festoons  thus 
formed,  and  great  hyj)ertrophy  and  dilatation  had  occurred.  In  this 
case  also  the  coagula  had  undergone  a  partial  impregnation  with  lime. 
He  has  also  seen  a  case  in  which  a  thrombus,  formed  of  firm  fibrine  and 
attached  to  the  wall  of  the  right  auricle,  hung  free  in  the  auricle  and 
assumed  a  nearly  globular  form.  It  was  so  placed  as  to  hang  down 
into  the  tricuspid  orifice,  which  it  greatly  obstructed,  like  a  ball-valve. 

TUMOUES  OF  THE  HEAET. 

Primary  tumours  are  exceedingly  rare,  but  a  primary  sarcoma  of 
the  endocardium  has  been  described,  as  also  primary  fibroma,  myoma, 
and  lipoma. 

Secondary  tumours  are  not  uncommon,  and  they  are  either 
malignant  or  infective  tumours.  Miliary  tubercles  are  sometimes 
met  with  in  cases  of  acute  general  tuberculosis,  occupying  the  endocar- 
dium, or  the  pericardium,  or  even  the  muscular  substance.  Syphilitic 
GUMMATA  are  occasionally  met  with  in  the  muscular  substance,  and  as 
usual  they  are  accompanied  by  interstitial  inflammation.  The  gumma 
has  the  usual  indefinite  and  varied  structure,  in  the  more  recent  stage 
softer  and  more  cellular,  in  the  more  advanced  stage  largely  composed 
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of  dense  connective  tissue,  with  probably  a  caseous  centre.  There  may 
he  a  single  tumour  replacing  a  portion  of  the  wall,  and  surrounded  by 
the  cicatricial  tissue  of  chronic  inflammation,  in  which  the  endocardium 
or  the  pericardium  may  be  involved.  In  the  latter  case  there  is 
adhesion  of  the  two  layers  of  the  sac.  Or  the  gummata  may  l)e 
miiltiple,  in  which  case  there  is  a  more  diffused  interstitial  inflam- 
mation. Sarcomas  occurring  in  the  neighbourhood  may  spread  to  the 
heart,  and  especially  those  of  the  mediastinum,  involving  first  the 
parietal  and  then  the  visceral  jDericardium.  Sometimes  also  a  CANCER 
of  the  cesoi^hagus  extends  to  the  pericardium.  Cancers  when  they 
become  generalized  very  often  occur  in  the  heart,  in  the  form  of  round 
pale  tumours. 

Of  PARASITES,  the  echinococcus  and  the  cysticercus  cellulosse  have 
been  found  in  the  heart. 


B.— THE  BLOOD-YESSELS. 

The  blood-vessels  are  to  be  regarded  as  tubes  of  which  the  essential 
constituent  is  the  intima.  According  to  circumstances  the  intima  be- 
comes clothed  with  external  and  middle  coats,  and  so  we  have  arteries 
and  veins.  We  have  already  seen  that,  in  nearly  all  new-formations, 
blood-vessels  are  produced  as  well  as  the  proper  tissue,  and  it  is  first  a 
tube  composed  of  intima  which  is  formed,  or  a  capillary.  This  primary 
vessel  is  capable  of  enlargement  and  further  complication  in  the  way 
just  indicated,  so  that  a  transformation  of  the  primary  capillaries  into 
arteries  and  veins  may  take  place.  This  process  of  formation  of  vessels 
and  their  further  development  according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
tissues  is  an  exceedingly  common  one,  and  may  be  regarded  as  equiva- 
lent to  that  which  occurs  in  the  formation  of  the  tissues  during  the  period 
of  growth  of  the  body  as  a  whole.  A  process  of  a  similar  nature  is 
sometimes  seen  when  the  obstruction  of  an  artery  causes  the  current  to 
be  in  great  part  diverted  into  other  channels.  We  know  that  in  this 
case  the  anastomosing  vessels  enlarge,  small  arteries  becoming  converted 
into  large  ones,  and  perhaps  even  capillaries  into  arteries.  The  vas- 
cular system  is  thus  an  exceedingly  plastic  one,  and  possesses  great 
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powers  of  new-formation  and  development  according  to  the  needs  of  the 
tissues. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  THE  VESSELS. 
We  have  already  seen  that  the  blood-vessels  bear  an  important, 
perhaps  an  essential,  part  in  the  inflammatory  process,  but  apart  from 
this  we  have  to  consider  inflammations  afiecting  the  tissues  composing 
the  walls  of  the  vessels,  and  some  of  these  also  have  been  already 
referred  to  incidentally. 

Acute  Inflammation.— Considering  the  close  analogy  between  the 
endocardium  and  the  intima  of  blood-vessels  it  might  be  supposed  that 
the  latter  would  be  prone  to  acute  inflammation  under  similar  circuin- 
stances  to  the  former.  But  this  is  not  the  case,  and  an  acute  end;n 
teritis  scarcely  ever  occurs.  Sometimes  an  acute  endocarditis  affectin- 
the  aortic  valve  extends  to  the  neighbouring  portions  of  the  aorta 
resulting  in  the  formation  of  irregular  projections,  generally  on  the 
surface  of  a  chronic  thickening,  but  even  this  is  rare.  The  acute 
inflammations  of  the  vessels  are  nearly  always  secondary. 

A  typical  instance  of  acute  inflammation  is  afforded  by  that  which 
occurs  in  the  veins  in  pyaemia  (Phlebitis).  The  conditions  here  have 
been  already  considered,  and  we  saw  that  the  inflammation  depends  on 
the  action  of  a  septic  irritant.  In  the  metastatic  abscesses  of  pyaemia 
we  have  also  a  septic  inflammation  of  the  arteries.  Vessels  which  com- 
municate with  wounds  are  hable  to  inflammations  at  their  mouths, 
especially  when  the  wounds  are  septic.  The  arteries  and  veins  in 
stumps  are  thus  often  inflamed. 

In  all  cases  of  acute  inflammation  of  blood-vessels,  thrombi  form  in 
them,  the  blood  coagulating  on  the  inflamed  surface.  But  the  formation 
of  thrombi  may  be  the  primary  phenomenon,  they  by  their  presence 
inducing  inflammation.  This  is  sometimes  because  they  are  septic 
thrombi,  as  in  the  case  we  have  already  referred  to  of  suppurative 
phlebitis  in  pyaemia ;  but  a  simj)le  thrombus  by  its  mere  jDresence  irri- 
tates the  wall  of  the  vessel,  and  induces  inflammation.  This  is  an 
essential  factor  in  the  organization  of  the  thrombus  itself,  as  yve  have 
already  seen. 

Again,  inflammation  is  induced  in  vessels  by  injury  to  them.  \Yhen 
an  artery  is  ligatured,  for  instance,  the  internal  and  middle  coats,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  172,  are  torn  through,  and  the  result  of  this  injury  as 
well  as  of  the  continued  action  of  the  ligature  is  to  induce  infiammatiou. 

The  condition  of  the  coats  of  the  inflamed  vessel  varies  considerabh', 
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according  to  the  nature  of  the  case.  In  septic  inflammations  they 
are  infiltrated  Avith  pus,  softened  and  opened  out,  or  even  necrotic. 
Where  the  inflammation  is  less  intense  the  coats  are  infiltrated  with  in- 


Fig.  1/2.— Longitudinal  section  of  an  artery  at  seat  of  ligature.  a,  a,  apertures  in  which 
the  silk  ligature  was  found.  The  external  coat  is  drawn  in  at  this  place,  while  the  middle 
and  internal  coats  are  absent,  being  absolutely  disjoined.  These  coats  are  seen  above  at  b  and 
below  at  c.    x  35. 


flammatory  cells,  and  so  thickened  and  rendered  more  rigid  than 
normal.  In  this  way  a  vein  may  assume  the  appearance  of  an  artery. 
If  the  inflammation  be  prolonged  there  will  be  a  partial  organization  of 
the  contained  thrombus.  A  similar  new-formation  of  tissue  occurs 
externally,  and  the  thickened  vessel  is  adherent  to  its  sheath,  and 
to  parts  around.  In  this  way  there  is  often  considerable  matting  of 
the  structures  around  the  veins  of  the  legs  which  are  the  seat  of 
thrombosis. 
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In  the  I'ogular  progress  of  the  inflammation,  the  whole  new-form(-,| 
tissue,  including  that  in  tlie  wall  of  tlie  vessel,  and  that  which  i-eplat,  - 
the  thrombus,  develops  into  connective  tissue  having  the  usual  tendency 
to  contraction.  The  common  result  is  that  the  vessel  and  thrombus 
are  replaced  by  a  fibrous  cord,  but  sometimes  the  contraction  of  the 
new-formed  tissue  causes,  in  the  way  already  described  at  p.  32,  the 
formation  of  a  cavernous  tissue  through  which  the  circulation  may  be 
restored. 

CHEONIC  ENDAETERITIS— ATHEKOMA.  | 
These  names  are  applied  to  a  disease  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence in  arteries,  the  nature  of  which  has  been  differently  regarded 
at  different  times.  Besides  the  common  name  atheroma,  it  is  variously 
designated  chronic  endarteritis,  sclerosis  of  arteries,  etc.  According  to  the 
former  of  these  names  the  disease  is  an  inflammation  of  the  internal  coat, 
and  this  view  is  so  far  a  correct  one;  but  degenerative  processes  play 
such  an  important  part  in  the  course  of  the  disease  that  it  Avould  be  a 
mistake  to  regard  it  as  merely  an  ordinary  chronic  inflammation.  The 
fact  that  the  disease  is  pecuharly  one  of  advanced  life  is  another  indica- 
tion of  its  degenerative  nature,  and  it  may  almost  be  said  that  a  weakness 
of  the  wall  of  the  vessel  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  principal 
agents  in  the  causation  of  the  disease.  WTaile  there  is  this  predisposition 
the  actual  supervention  of  the  disease  is  apj)arently  caused  by  me- 
chanical irritation.  Its  principal  seat  is  the  arch  of  the  aorta,  and  this 
is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  this  part  is  more  exposed  to  the  force 
of  the  wave  of  blood  during  the  systole  of  the  heart  than  any  other 
portion  of  the  arterial  system.  The  disease  is  frequently  met  ^Yith.  in 
the  arteries  of  the  brain,  and  here  it  is  more  difficult  to  account  for  its 
occurrence  on  the  theory  of  mechanical  irritation,  but  the  atheromatous 
patch  is  often  situated  just  at  a  bifurcation,  where,  presumably,  the 
vessel  wall  is  more  exposed  to  the  force  of  the  current.  Again,  it  is  met 
with  in  the  pulmonary  artery  in  cases  of  hypertrophy  of  the  right 
ventricle,  the  excessive  impulse  of  the  blood  from  the  hypertrophied 
ventricle  apparently  determining  its  occurrence.  As  we  shall  see  after- 
wards, syphilis  produces  a  disease  of  arteries  in  many  ways  similar  to 
atheroma,  and  it  is  matter  of  uncertainty  how  far  ordinary  atheroma 
may  be  due  to  syphilis. 

The  disease  consists  in  a  more  or  less  localized  thickening  of  the 
internal  coat.  The  thickening  is  nearly  always  distinctly  limited  in 
area,  so  that  we  speak  of  ATHEKOMATOUS  patches,    ^¥hen  we  examine 
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the  aorta  in  the  earlier  stages  we  see  elevated  areas  with  tolerably  ab- 
rupt edges,  and  usually  of  a  dead  white  colour  as  comjjared  with  the 
surrounding  intima.    These  patches  are  hard,  and  cut  like  cartilage. 
They  have  the  appearance  at  first  sight  of  deposits  on  the  surface  of  the 
intima,  and  so  they  were  long  regarded,  but  on  making  a  section  through 
patch  and  vessel,  it  is  seen  that  the  intima  is  continuous  with  the  raised 
patch.    In  the  arteries  of  the  brain  the  diseased  parts  are  seen  as  white 
opaque  patches,  and  the  vessel  is  more  rigid  than  normal,  so  that  it  does 
not  collapse ;  the  calibre  also  is  diminished  by  the  inward  projection  of 
the  patch.    On  cutting  into  the  patch,  either  in  the  aorta  or  cerebral 
artery,  there  is  often  an  opaque  yellow  colour  revealed  in  the  deeper 
parts,  and  this  is  an  indication  of  fatty  degeneration.    Very  often,  too, 
there  is,  especially  in  the  aorta,  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  patch,  but  these  two  conditions  will  be  more  fully  dis- 
cussed further  on. 

In  considering  more  particularly  the  details  of  the  process,  it  is 
mstructive  to  examine  microscopic  sections  including  the  edge  of  the 
patch  and  the  neighbouring  parts  of  the  vessel  (see  Figs.  173,  174,  and 


layiS  llt7troS!.°iS^nJin^^^  '°  \'  I.  its  deeper 

middle,  andc,  external  coat     x  22        ^        commencement  of  fatty  degeneration.  ^6, 

lilt  .^^.'"'":P^^«^^^ed  recent  cases  it  can  be  seen  that  the  endothelium 

IS  httlelr  l!  '"'"r^  P^'^^'  ""'^'^y  there 

th    It  ^     ^  P'^^^h  ^«  ^  thickening  of 

om  oserof^fl"  ^'^^  ^^^^^^^^^  - 

composed  of  a  dense  connective  tissue,  which  in  the  early  stages 
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contains  many  round,  oval,  and  stellate  cells.  In  a  fully  formed  patch 
the  structure  is  often  exceedingly  indefinite,  and  there  are  few  cells  that 
arc  at  all  prominent  oven  when  staining  agents  are  used.  The  structure 
is  indeed  half  obsolete,  and,  as  already  indicated,  fatty  degeneration 
readily  occurs.  The  fatty  degeneration  begins  usually  in  the  deeper 
layers  of  the  patch,  so  that  on  making  a  section  one  generally 
finds  in  the  portion  of  the  patch  bordering  on  the  middle  coat  an 
opaque  yellow  streak.  (See  also  Fig.  173.)  The  fatty  degeneration 
at  first  aff"ects  the  cells  of  the  intima,  but  as  time  goes  on  the  inter- 
cellular substance  gives  way,  and  the  tissue  breaks  down  so  that  a 
cavity  containing  fatty  debris  and  cholestearine  is  formed.  From  the 
character  of  this  fatty  debris  the  name  atheroma  is  derived,  and  the 
cavity  thus  formed  is  sometimes  called  an  atheromatous  abscess. 
(See  Fig.  174.)    The  tissue  superficial  to  the  cavity  may  ultimately  give 


Fig.  174. — Atheroma  of  femoral  artery.  The  gi-eatly  thickened  internal  coat  (a)  is  shown.  In  the 
midst  of  it,  towards  the  right.,  are  dark  masses  consisting  mainly  of  fatty  debris,  and  representing 
the  atheromatous  abscess.  At  one  part  the  middle  coat  (6)  is  considerably  encroached  on  from 
within.    X  22. 


way,  and  so  expose  the  cavity,  thus  forming  an  athero]\L4.tous  ulcer. 
The  ulcer  sometimes  presents  calcareous  masses  in  its  walls,  and  in 
any  case  it  may  induce  the  deposition  of  fibrine  on  its  sm-face.  The 
fatty  material  may,  on  the  other  hand,  be  absorbed  without  forming  an 
actual  ulcer,  and  in  that  case  there  will  be  produced  depressions  and 
irregular  foldings  and  puckerings  of  the  internal  coat.  These  depres 
sions  and  foldings  have  often  a  kind  of  cicatricial  appearance. 

Calcareous  infiltration  is  a  frequent  result  of  the  disease  under 
consideration.  It  is  generally  stated  that  the  calcareous  salts  are 
deposited  in  the  fatty  degenerated  structure.  But  this  is  not  always 
the  case.    The  dense  tissue  of  the  patch  may  become  infiltrated  ^dth 
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Hme  salts  without  a  preceding  fatty  degeneration.  This  is  pecuharly 
the  case  when  the  tissue  is  very  hard  and  dry.  We  shall  see,  m  study- 
ing calcareous  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat,  that  some  individuals 
pi^sent  a  very  great  tendency  to  the  deposition  of  lime  salts  in  the 
walls  of  their  arteries,  and  there  are  cases  of  atheroma  in  which  this 
tendency  is  very  marked,  so  that  with  comparatively  little  atheromatous 
thickening  there  may  be  very  extensive  calcareous  deposition.  The  peculiar 
tendency  presented  in  some  cases  to  the  deposition  of  lime  salts  is  a  strong 
indication  of  the  degenerative  nature  of  the  process.  At  first  the  salts 
are  deposited  in  fine  granules,  and  in  the  deeper  layers  of  the  patch,  but 
as  time  goes  on  these  aggregate  into  consistent  masses  which,  from  the 
lateral  extension  of  the  affected  parts,  have  the  form  of  plates.  Thus 
we  have  calcareous  plates  of  various  forms  and  sizes,  sometimes 
attaining  to  a  square  inch  in  area.  These  plates,  having  abrupt  edges, 
not  infrequently  tear  through  the  remaining  layers  of  the  intima,  and 
present  an  edge  or  angle  inside  the  vessel.  They  may  even  become 
to  a  considerable  extent  separated,  and  hang  into  the  calibre  attached 
only  by  a  strip  of  intima  like  a  hinge.  The  rough  calcareous  edge 
very  commonly  induces  a  deposition  of  fibrine,  and  the  thrombus  thus 
formed  may  subsequently  get  detached,  and  form  an  embolus.  The 
determination  of  the  preponderance  of  the  fatty  or  calcareous  change 
appears  to  depend  on  individual  peculiarities.  Both  forms  are  very 
frequent  in  the  aorta.  The  fatty  change  preponderates  greatly  in  the 
cerebral  arteries. 

It  is  to  be  noted  here  that  there  are  some  cases  in  which  the  ather- 
oma has  a  much  more  distinctly  inflammatory  course  than  that  described 
above.  The  thickened  intima  is  infiltrated  with  round  cells,  and  there 
is  also  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the  middle  and  external  coats,  the 
round  cells  aggregating  specially  around  the  blood-vessels,  so  that 
the  whole  wall  of  the  vessel  is  affected.  Such  cases  are  perhaps 
hardly  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category  as  ordinary  atheroma,  but 
as  this  condition  occurs  like  the  other,  mainly  in  the  aorta,  and  the  re- 
sult is  a  thickening  of  the  internal  coat  in  patches,  it  is  difficult  to  draw  a 
distinct  line  of  demarcation  between  them.  By  some,  this  condition 
has  been  specially  distinguislied  under  the  designation  acute  aortitis. 

It  is  important  to  consider  what  CHANGES  the  atheromatous  process 
produces  in  the  middle  and  external  coats.  At  first  the  middle 
coat  is  hardly  at  all  affected,  but  if  the  process  advances  far,  and  especi- 
ally if  the  degeneration  of  the  patch  causes  much  deformity  of  the 
internal  coat,  then  the  middle  coat  becomes  softened  and  loosened.  It 
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also  becomes  affected  with  fatty  degeneration,  the  muscular  fibre-cells 
being  first  involved  (see  Fig.  175).    In  advanced  cases,  especially  in  the 

cerebral  arteries,  Ave  may  even  find, 
_y  I   along  with  fat  granules,  crystals  of 

c^^"  L  ^  /    cholestearine  and  margarine  and  pig- 


a 


f I  ment,  so  that  through  time  the  mid- 
dle coat  may  be  considerably  broken 
up.  This  process  may  be  present 
in  the  middle  coat  while  the  haid 
thickening  of  the  internal  coat  is 
still  present,  and  we  may  find  a 
localized  dilatation  of  the  vessel  oc- 
curring, into  which  the  thickened 
intima  dips.     The  external  coat  is 

Pig.  175. — Fatty  degeneration  in  atheroma.  ,  ■       ^       m        t    ^  ^ 

a,  from  internal  coat;  b,  muscle  cells  from  mUCh  leSS  SeriOUSly  attected  than  the 
middle  coat,  x  350.  •  t  n        -c      ,      n    •        i      t  •, 

middle ;  if  at  all  im^oived  it  pre- 
sents increased  thickening  and  vascularization. 


We  have  now  to  consider  the  effect  of  atheroma  on  the  circulation. 
There  are  three  alterations  which  it  produces,  each  of  which  may, 
according  to  circumstances,  have  important  effects  on  the  circulation. 
The  disease  causes  narrowing  of  the  calibre,  loss  of  elasticity  and  rigidity  of 
the  wall,  and  interference  with  the  nmsctdar  contractility  of  the  A^essel. 

The  narrowing  of  the  vessel  will  be  of  little  consequence  in  such 
large  arteries  as  the  aorta,  but  in  the  case  of  the  cerebral  vessels  and 
those  of  the  legs,  the  interference  with  the  circulation  may  be  consider- 
able (see  Fig.  176).  This  is  sometimes  pecuHarly  the  case  in  the  coronary 
arteries  of  the  heart,  where  an  atheromatous  patch,  originating  perhaps 
in  the  aorta,  may  cause  very  great  narrowing  and  even  complete 
obstruction.  The  disturbance  of  the  circulation  in  the  substance  of 
the  heart  sometimes  produces  severe  angina,  and  may  lead "  to  sudden 
death.  If  by  reason  of  the  roughness  of  the  surface  or  the  formation  of 
the  atheromatous  ulcer  fibrine  is  deposited,  then  the  narrowing  may  be 
very  serious,  and  may  even  amount  to  complete  occlusion. 

The  interference  with  the  muscular  contractility  will  also  affect 
mainly  the  arteries  of  smaller  dimensions,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
arteries  of  the  brain,  the  absence  of  that  control  of  the  circulation 
which  is  afforded  by  their  varying  calibre  may  lead  to  serious 
consequences. 

But  of  all  the  consequences  of  atheroma  the  rigidity  and  weakening 
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of  the  -wall  are  the  most  important.  These  consequences  are  most 
serious  in  the  aorta,  where  they  are  probably  the  chief  factors  in  the 


Fig.  176.— Atheroma  of  cerebral  artery.  The  gi-eatly  thickened  iutenial  coat  is  seen.  In 
its  substance  are  dark  masses  (i)  in  wliich  margarine  crystals  were  found.  On  the  surface 
IS  a  paler  layer  (c)  consisting  of  partially  organized  thrombus ;  (d)  blood  occupying  the 
remaunng  calibre,    x  34.  v  /  x-j  & 


Fig.  177.-Transverse  section  of  normal  cerebral  artery  to  contrast  with  Fig.  176.    x  34 

<;ausation  of  aneurism.    The  immediate  consequence  of  rigidity  of  the 
^orta  is  that  during  the  systole  of  the  heart  the  vessel  does  not  dilate 
and  at  the  end  of  the  systole  it  does  not  recoil,  so  that  the  force  of 
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the  elastic  recoil  is  lost  to  the  cii-culation,  and  in  distant  parts  there  is 
apt  to  be  more  or  less  stagnation.  As  a  result  of  this  we  have  hyper- 
trophy of  the  left  ventricle,  which  is  often  very  marked  in  cases  where 
much  calcareous  infiltration  exists.  The  hypertrophied  ventricle  send- 
ing the  blood  forcibly  into  the  rigid  aorta  produces  commonly  a  diffuse 
dilatation  of  the  arch.  The  influence  of  atheroma  in  producing 
aneurism  will  fall  to  be  considered  subsequently. 

The  time  of  life  at  which  atheroma  is  most  frequent  is  a  point  of 
some  importance  in  relation  to  the  causation  of  aneurism.  According 
to  Eolvitansky,  it  is  commonest  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  sixty.  It 
is  still  pretty  frequent  down  to  thirty  years  of  age,  but  rapidly 
diminishes  in  frequency  from  that  age  downwards.  It  is  extremely 
rare  under  twenty  years,  and  when  it  does  occur  it  is  mostly  in  connec- 
tion with  congenital  anomalies  of  the  great  vessels  or  heart,  such 
as  stenosis  of  a  stem  with  defect  of  the  septum,  etc. 

As  an  addendum  to  the  subject  of  atheroma,  mention  has  to  be  made 

of  a  condition  sometimes  designated 
Endarteritis  obliterans  (figure 
178).  This  is  not  an  independent 
disease,  but  is  frequently  of  con- 
siderable importance  as  a  part  of 
the  phenomena  of  other  condi- 
tions. It  aflfects  the  finer  vessels 
of  certain  organs,  and  consists,  like 
atheroma,  in  a  thickening  of  the 
internal  coat  which,  in  these  fine 
arteries,  frequently  leads  to  com- 
plete obliteration.  This  form  of 
lesion  is  seen  especially  in  inter- 
stitial inflammations  of  organs^ 
and  is  particularly  frequent  in 
chronic  interstitial  nephritis,  where  it  will  be  again  referred  to. 
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Fig.  17S.— Endarteritis  obliterans  in  arteries  of 
kidney,  a,  thickened  and  fibrous  internal  coat ;  b, 
middle  coat. 


Fatty  Degeneration  of  the  Intima  of  Arteries. — This  is  a  con- 
dition which  we  consider  here  because  it  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for 
atheroma.  We  frequently  see,  especially  in  the  aorta,  yehow  markings 
on  the  internal  surface.  These  markings  are  only  slightly  raised  above 
the  surface,  and  have  the  appearance  of  superficial  figurings.  They  are 
to  be  found  in  the  aorta,  pulmonary  artery,  and  other  parts  of  the 
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arterial  system.  If  a  portion  of  such  a  jjatch  be  examined  under  the 
microscope  by  removing  a  thin  hiyer  by  a  section  parallel  to  the 
surface,  it  will  be  found  that  the  condition  consists  in  a  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  cells  of  the  intima.  The  flat  branched  cells  are  demarcated 
by  the  presence  in  them  of  abundant  fat  drops.  If  the  fatty  degenera- 
tion is  much  advanced  then  the  intercellular  substance  becomes  also  the 
seat  of  fat  drops,  and  the  cells  are  no  longer  demarcated.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  when  the  degeneration  is  very  advanced  the  little  patch 
softens  and  an  erosion  forms.  This  erosion  is  very  superficial,  and  is 
not  to  be  mistaken  for  the  atheromatous  ulcer. 

This  condition  is  sometimes  met  with  in  the  bodies  of  comparatively 
healthy  persons,  but  we  have  already  seen  that  in  anaemia  and  in 
emaciated  persons  it  is  frequent,  and  is  to  be  classed  in  the  same 
category  as  fatty  degeneration  of  the  muscular  tissue  of  the  heart. 

CALCAEEOUS  INFILTEATION  OF  AETEEIES. 

We  have  already  seen  that  in  atheroma  there  is  very  frequently 
a  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  affected  structures,  and  it  has  been 
stated  that  individual  jDeculiarities  appear  to  play  an  important  part 
here.  In  some  cases  a  more  independent  calcareous  deposition  occurs, 
and  here  individual  peculiarities  are  of  still  greater  consequence. 
Calcification  of  the  middle  coat  is  the  most  frequent  and  important 
form.  This  is  very  frequently  associated  with  atheroma,  but  it  is 
noteworthy  that  the  atheroma  and  calcareous  deposition  very  often 
affect  different  arteries  or  different  parts  of  the  same.  We  may  have, 
for  instance,  an  atheroma  of  the  aorta  and  calcification  of  the  middle 
coat  in  the  femoral  and  smaller  vessels ;  or  there  is  atheroma  as  well 
as  calcification  in  the  femoral,  but  in  their  extreme  degrees  the  two  are 
present  at  separate  parts  of  the  artery.  For  instance,  Figs.  174  and  180 
are  from  the  same  femoral  artery,  and  from  parts  near  each  other ;  but 
the  one  shows  atheroma  with  fatty  degeneration,  while  the  other 
exhibits  very  advanced  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat.  It 
may  here  be  remarked  that  calcification  affects  by  preference  the 
arteries  of  medium  and  smaller  size.  It  is  often  very  pronounced  in 
the  femoral  and  brachial,  and  extends  to  those  of  smaller  size,  but  not 
to  the  finest  arteries. 

The  deposition  occurs  primarily  into  the  muscular  fibre  cells  of  the 
middle  coat,  and  at  first  marks  these  out  by  the  presence  of  fine  opaque 
granules  (see  Fig.  179).    The  granules  flow  together  till  a  patch  is 
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formed  of  an  opaque  appearance,  but  confined  to  the  middle  coat.  As 
the  calcareous  deposition  increases,  the  patch  sometimes  assumes  a 


Fig.  1/9.— Calcareoiis  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat  Qj)  in  an  arterj-, 
early  stage,  with  atheroma  {a).  At  the  edges  of  the  afifected  jMrt,  the 
general  outline  of  the  muscle  fibre  celLs  can  be  made  out.    x  (iO. 

crystalline  appearance,  and  the  material  may  become  broken  and  irre- 
gular, as  in  Fig.  1 80.    This  condition  necessarily  gives  greatly  increased 


I 


Fig.  180. — Calcareous  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat  in  an  artery.  The  lime  salts  have 
aggregated  together  so  as  to  produce  a  crystalline  appearance.  This  was  taken  from  the 
same  artery  as  Pig.  174.    x  22. 

rigidity  to  the  walls  of  the  arteries,  and  the  feeling  of  rigidity  so  often 
felt  in  the  radial  and  other  smaller  arteries  is  mostly  due  to  this  cause, 
and  not  to  atheroma.  The  fact,  however,  that  calcification  of  the 
middle  coat  is  so  often  associated  mth  atheroma  renders  this  rigidity  to 
some  extent  an  indication  of  the  existence  of  atheroma  in  the  larger 
arteries.  To  the  naked  eye  the  calcified  parts  frequently  manifest 
themselves  by  the  appearance  of  a  circular  opaque  striation,  \asible 
especially  when  the  artery  is  laid  open  and  viewed  from  within.  The 
appearance  is  better  seen  if  the  artery  be  allowed  to  dry  partially,  as 
then  the  normal  tissue  becomes  more  transparent  and  the  clialky 
structures  more  prominent.  In  that  case  complete  or  partial  rings 
are  seen,  not  unlike  the  irregular  cartilaginous  rings  of  the  bronchi,  but 
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smaller.  Another  method  of  rendering  the  calcification  prominent  is  to 
tear  off  the  internal  coat,  which  is  usually  somewhat  loosely  attached, 

The  calcareous  infiltration  of  the  middle  coat  renders  the  artery 
peculiarly  rigid,  and,  when  extensive,  induces  hypertrophy  of  the 
left  A^entricle  just  as  I'igidity  of  the  aorta  does.  The  rigid  vessels  are 
also  liable  to  dilatation,  as  in  the  case  of  the  aorta.  But  besides  that, 
the  calcified  middle  coat  is  brittle  and  affords  a  much  less  effective 
resistance  to  the  distensile  wave  of  blood.  An  additional  strain  on  the 
circulation,  or  some  special  movement  of  the  body,  may  break  the 
brittle  coat  and  directly  lead  to  aneurismal  dilatation  of  the  artery. 
It  is  not  unlikely  that  peripheral  aneurisms  are  frequently  induced  in 
this  way,  and  especially  those  of  the  pojDhteal  region,  where  the  artery 
is  peculiarly  liable  to  mechanical  injury  from  the  movements  of 
the  limb. 

A  pecuHar  calcification  of  arteries  has  been  described  as  a  result  of 
metastasis.    We  have  already  seen  that  when  great  destruction  of  bone 
is  occurring  the  lime  salts  may  be  deposited  in  distant  parts,  the  lungs 
and  mucous  membrane  of  the  ahmentary  canal  being  the  chief  seats. 
Kuttner  has  described  a  case  in  which  the  incrustation  occurred  in  the 
arteries.    The  deposition  increased  in  amount  the  further  the  arteries 
were  removed  from  the  heart,  and  it  was  especially  manifest  where  the 
current  was  permanently  impeded,  as  where  a  small  branch  issued  from 
a  comparatively  large  stem.    In  this  case  it  was  the  intima  that  was 
incrusted,  and  it  was  pecuHar  that  the  veins  were  not  in  the  least  affected. 
Apart  from  the  incrustation,  the  arterial  coats  were  apparentiy  normal. 
The  source  of  the  lime*salts  was  an  acute  caries  of  the  vertebral  column 
from  the  first  dorsal  to  the  last  lumbar.    In  relation  to  the  pathology 
of  the  case,  it  is  to  be  added  that  there  was  a  purulent  interstitial 
nephritis,  so  that  the  excretion  of  hme  salts  was  presumably  ob- 
structed.   It  is  remarkable  that  in  this  case  the  metastasis  was  to  the 
arteries,  and  that  the  lungs  and  mucous  membrane  of  the  intestine  were 
entirely  free. 


SYPHILITIC  DISEASE  OF  ARTERIES. 

The  condition  met  with  in  syphilis  in  many  respects  resembles 
atheroma,  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  say  definitely  which  of  these 
processes  IS  present.  In  fact  it  is  not  safe  to  call  a  lesion  syphilitic 
unless  there  be  other  evidences  of  syphilis.  The  condition  has 
been  most  frequentiy  seen  in  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  but  it  has 
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also  been  observed  in  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  it  probably  occurs  in 
other  vessels.  It  is  asserted  by  some  that  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
of  atheroma  of  the  aorta  have  a  syphilitic  origin,  but  this  is  exceed 
ingly  doubtful.  Like  atheroma  it  occurs  in  patches,  but  these  are  more 
frequently  single  and  isolated  than  is  the  case  in  atheroma.  Thickening 
of  the  internal  coat  is  the  most  characteristic  appearance,  and  it  may  Ijc 
so  great  as  almost  to  close  the  artery.  The  patch  is  dense,  almost 
cartilaginous  or  fibrous  to  the  feeling.  The  thickening  is  sometimes 
not  confined  to  the  intima  but  extends  to  the  other  coats,  and  this  is 
especially  the  case  when  the  patch  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  gumma 
or  syphilitic  inflammation.    The  disease  begins  with  a  cellular  formation 

in  the  internal  coat  (Fig.  181), 
so  that  it  comes  to  have  the 
characteristics  of  granulation- 
tissue,  and  this  cellular  charac- 
ter is  most  manifest  when  the 
lesion  is  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  gumma.    The  new-forma- 
tion extends  outwards  as  well 
as  inwards,  and  very  often  the 
middle  and  external  coats  be- 
come involved.    There  is  little 
tendency  to  fatty  degeneration 
or  calcareous  infiltration  in 
this  disease.    The  new-formed 
tissue  follows  more  commonly 
the  regular  course  of  granula- 
tissue.     Capillaries  by 
and  by  form  in  it,  and  the 
coats  of  the  vessel  may  be, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  restored  with  some  narrowing.    On  the  other 
hand  there  may  be  great  cicatricial  contraction,  the  new-formed  tissue 
developing  into  a  dense  fibrous  tissue  with  great  narrowing  of  the 
vessel,  or  even  complete  obstruction  if  the  vessel  be  a  small  one.  It 
sometimes  happens  that  a  thrombus  is  formed  on  the  patch,  and  the 
organization  of  this  may  aid  or  complete  the  obstruction  of  the  vessel. 

As  already  indicated,  the  distinction  of  syphilitic  disease  from  ather- 
oma is  sometimes  difficult,  and  the  main  points  of  difference  may  be 
here  indicated.  Atheroma  is  a  disease  of  advanced  hfe,  while  syphihs 
occurs  mostly  in  comparatively  young  people.    Both  are  very  common 


Fig.  181.— Syphilitic  arteritis.    The  internal  coat  (a) 
thickened  and  infiltrated  with  ceUs.    The  external  (d)  tlOU 
and  middle  (c)  coats  also  somewhat  infiltrated.   To  the 
left  the  memhrana  fenestrata  (b)  is  interrupted,   x  150. 

(ZlEGLER.) 
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in  the  cerebral  arteries,  but  in  the  case  of  atheroma  the  aorta  is  usually 
simultaneously  affected,  whereas  in  the  case  of  syjDhilis  it  has  frequently 
been  specially  noted  that  the  aorta  was  normal.  In  the  syi^hilitic  dis- 
ease again  the  new-formation  is  more  cellular  and  tends  more  to  extend 
to  the  other  coats  of  the  vessel.  It  has  also  been  noticed  that  fatty 
degeneration  and  calcification  are  much  less  frequent.  In  spite  of  these 
differences  there  are  many  cases  in  which  the  distinction  is  impossible 
and  the  existence  of  sjq^hilitic  disease  should  never  be  absolutely  con- 
cluded unless  there  are  other  evidences  of  the  disease  present. 

It  is  evident  that  syjjhilitic  disease  will  induce  secondary  changes 
similar  to  those  produced  by  atheroma.  As  it  affects  the  arteries  of  the 
brain  with  peculiar  frequency,  and  leads  to  obstruction  of  them,  it  may 
induce  softening  of  the  brain.  The  narrowing  may  also  induce  dilatation 
of  the  artery  on  the  proximal  side,  and,  in  this  reference,  it  is  stated 
that  aneurism  of  the  cerebral  vessels  is  not  infrequently  j)resent  in 
syphilitic  persons. 


ANEUJRISMS. 

An  aneurism  is  a  localized  dilatation  of  an  artery.  Taking  this  as 
the  definition  it  will  follow  that  in  forming  the  aneurism  the  coats  of 
the  artery  are  stretched,  and,  to  some  extent,  retained  as  the  covering 
of  it.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that  there  are  aneurisms  in  which  this 
is  hardly  the  case,  in  which  the  coats  rather  give  way  and  rupture. 
Such  aneurisms  are  often  designated  spurious  aneurisms,  of  which  it  will 
be  necessary  afterwards  to  describe  several  varieties.  Even  of  the  aneur- 
isms which  come  under  the  above  definition  there  are  several  varieties, 
but  we  have  to  consider  here,  in  the  first  place,  those  which  arise  by  a 
limited  dilatation  of  an  artery.  The  artery  may  be  dilated  in  its  whole 
circumference,  thus  forming  a  spindle-shaped  or  FUSIFORM  ANEURISM, 
or  the  dilatation  may  be  at  a  limited  point  and  we  have  then  a 

SACCULATED  ANEURISM. 


_  Causation  of  Aneurisms.— It  may  be  said  that  permanent  undue 
dilatation  of  an  artery  can  hardly  occur  unless  the  wall  of  the  vessel  be 
weakened.  It  is  perhaps  conceivable  that  the  blood-pressure  might  be 
so  increased  as  to  dilate  an  artery  unduly,  but  such  increased  pressure 
would,  m  Its  extreme  form,  be  temporary,  and  unless  there  were  some 
weakness  of  the  vessel-wall  it  would  hardly  produce  a  permanent  dila- 
tation.   We  shall  see  reason  to  believe  that  in  the  actual  production  of 
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tho  ordinary  aneurism,  both  of  these  conditions,  namely,  weakness  of 
the  wall  and  increased  blood-pressure  are  nearly  always  to  be  traced. 

The  more  im])ortant  of  the  two  conditions  is  weakness  of  the  wall 
of  tho  artery.  By  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  this  weakness  is 
atheroma.  We  have  already  seen  how  atheroma  with  great  calcareous 
deposition  may  lead  to  dilatation  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta.  But  aneurism 
is  even  more  frequent  in  cases  where  the  ordinary  fatty  change  takes 
place  in  the  patches,  causing  irregularity  in  the  internal  coat. 
By  the  formation  of  the  atheromatous  abscess  and  ulcer,  or  still 
more  frequently  by  the  absorption  of  the  fat  and  consequent  shrink- 
ing, depressions  and  furrows  are  formed  in  the  internal  coat.  It  is 
to  be  remembered  also  that  the  atheromatous  part  is  rendered  undul}- 
rigid  by  the  thickening  of  the  internal  coat,  and  that  any  extra  dis- 
tending force  will  act  specially  on  parts  which  have  been  weakened. 
Another  element  of  equal  importance  is  the  weakening  of  the  middle 
•coat,  which  we  have  seen  to  be  a  frequent  consequence  of  atheroma. 
Fatty  degeneration  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  media  under  the 
atheromatosis  patch.  In  the  case  of  the  j)eripheral  arteries  calcareous 
infiltration  of  the  media  may  occur  with  or  without  atheroma,  and  the 
calcification  may  be  such  as  to  render  the  media  exceedingly  brittle. 
It  is  true  that,  according  to  old  experiments  of  John  Hunter  and  Home, 
■destruction  of  the  external  or  even  external  and  middle  coats  of  arteries 
in  animals  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  dilatation  of  these  vessels,  but  "svith 
a  seriously  weakened  middle  coat  any  considerable  increase  of  the  blood- 
pressure  may  be  sufficient  to  cause  dilatation. 

While  atheroma,  especially  when  associated  with  weakening  of  the 
middle  coat,  is  concerned  in  the  causation  of  aneurisms,  there  are 
certain  circumstances  which  indicate  that  this  of  itself  is  not  a  suf- 
ficient cause.  One  of  these  is  the  age  at  which  aneurisms  occur.  ^\  e 
have  seen  that  atheroma  is  a  disease  of  advanced  life,  being  most 
frequent  after  forty,  although  still  very  common  between  thirty  and 
forty.  Now  aneurisms  are  most  common  between  the  ages  of  thirty 
and  forty.  Another  circumstance  is  the  great  preponderance  of  aneur- 
isms in  the  male.  It  is  true  that  atheroma  is  commonest  in  the  male, 
but  not  to  anything  like  the  same  extent  as  aneurism.  Bizot  found  in 
189  cases  of  the  latter  171  in  males,  and  18  in  females,  and  Hodgson 
found  in  63  cases  56  in  males  and  7  in  females.  It  is  noteworthy  further 
that  in  some  localities  aneurisms  are  uncommon,  while  atheroma  is  by 
no  means  so  rare.  The  great  frequency  of  aneurism  in  the  army  as 
compared  with  civil  life  is  another  circumstance  requiring  explanation. 
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All  these  circumstances  are  to  be  exi)lained  on  the  view  that,  in 
addition  to  weakening  of  the  vessel-wall  increase  of  blood-pressure  is 
needed  to  produce  aneurisms.    In  severe  continued  exertion  we  find 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  increased  blood-pressure.    The  engineer  who 
has  to  manipulate  a  piece  of  hot  iron  while  wielding  a  heavy  hammer. 
Or  the  soldier  who  has  to  perform  long  marches  with  heavy  accoutre- 
ments, must  put  a  strain  on  his  heart  and  larger  vessels  which  ordinary 
persons  are  not  liable  to.    It  will  be  apparent  that  men  are  much  more 
exposed  than  Avomen  to  such  excessive  stress  on  their  vascular  systems. 
It  is  again  betAveen  the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty  that  men  are  mostly 
exposed  in  this  Avay.    Between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty  atheroma 
is  uncommon,  but  between  thirty  and  forty  it  is  tolerably  frequent,  and 
if  it  exists  the  liability  to  excessive  stress  will  render  the  occurrence  of 
aneurism  more  probable.    On  the  same  principle  we  explain  the  greater 
frequency  of  aneurism  in  some  countries  as  compared  with  others.  The 
excessive  stress  to  Avhich  workmen  in  our  engineering  establishments  are 
frequently  put  in  this  country  goes  far  to  explain  the  frequency  of 
aneurism  here,  besides  the  fact  of  the  general  greater  vigour  of  the 
British  workman  in  performing  his  appointed  task. 

Another  circumstance  of  importance  in  relation  to  the  matter  under 
discussion  is  the  localization  of  aneurisms  in  different  arteries.  Nearly 
half  the  cases  of  aneurism  occur  in  the  aorta,  and  the  great  majority  of 
these  in  the  thoracic  portion.  We  have  seen  that  atheroma  is  most 
frequent  in  this  vessel,  but,  in  addition  to  that,  the  aorta  is  most 
exposed  to  the  excessive  pressure  of  the  blood  Avhen  the  heart  is  stimu- 
lated to  unduly  forcible  action.  Next  to  the  aorta  the  popliteal  artery 
is  most  frequently  the  seat  of  aneurism.  It  has  already  been  pointed 
out  that  this  vessel  is  especially  liable  to  injury  from  sudden  flexures  of 
the  leg,  especially  AA^hen  the  middle  coat  is  rendered  brittle  by  calcare- 
ous mfiltration.  But  besides  that,  the  vessel  is  so  situated  as  to  be  liable 
to  localized  increase  of  blood-pressure.  As  it  is  sues  from  the  popliteal 
space  the  artery  passes  between  the  two  heads  of  the  gastrocnemius,  and 
IS  hable  to  constriction  by  the  contraction  of  the  muscle.  On  this  prin- 
ciple has  been  explained  the  frequency  of  popliteal  aneurism  in  flunkies 
whose  principal  occupation  is  to  exercise  their  gastrocnemii  in  standing 
But  apart  from  that,  when  a  person  makes  a  severe  exertion  in  a 
standing  posture,  the  gastrocnemii  contract  vigorously,  thus  producing 
a  partial  obstruction  of  the  artery  and  an  increase  of  pressure  above 
the  obstructed  part,  while  the  general  blood-pressure  is  also  increased 
Before  leaving  the  subject  of  the  causation  of  aneurisms  it  should  be 


366 


DISEASES  OF  THE  ORGANS  OF  CIRCULATION. 


mentioned  that  anything  which  weakens  the  wall  of  an  artery  will 
render  it  liable  to  dilatation.  Thus  a  blow  whose  effects  extend  deeply 
enough  to  affect  the  arterial  coats,  a  piece  of  fractured  bone  pushed 
against  an  artery,  may  be  regarded  as  causes.  Again  it  has  l^een 
pointed  out  by  Ponfick  that  embolism  is  a  frequent  cause  of  aneurism 
in  the  cerebral  vessels,  the  embolus  injuring  the  walls  of  the  artery. 

The  Coats  of  the  Artery  in  Aneurisms. — We  have  next  to 
study  the  development  and  growth  of  aneurisms,  and  in  connection 
with  that  the  comportment  of  the  various  coats  of  the  vessel.  An 
aneurism  begins  in  a  little  pouching  of  a  limited  portion  of  the  artery. 
Even  at  this  early  stage  the  middle  coat  is  already  impaired,  and  it  has 
probably  been  affected  to  begin  with.  Such  pouches,  into  which  one 
can  put  the  tip  of  the  finger,  are  often  to  he  seen  in  an  atheromatous 
aorta.  The  little  pouch  enlarges.  It  may  enlarge  laterally  so  as  to 
comprehend  more  and  more  of  the  vessel  in  its  length  and  circumference. 
In  that  case  it  forms  a  fusiform  or  cylindrical  aneurism.  On  the  other 
hand  the  pouch  may  deepen,  and  while  its  opening  remains  small, 
it  enlarges  outwards  in  all  directions  into  a  distinct  sac.  The  walls 
of  the  sac  around  the  aperture  often  apply  themselves  to  the  external 
surface  of  the  artery,  and  these  may  become  mutually  adherent.  In 
that  case  the  aperture  has  a  sharp  edge,  and  it  appears  as  if  the  wall 
of  the  artery  were  folded  over  so  as  to  form  the  wall  of  th»  aneurism. 
A  sacculated  aneurism  sometimes  develops  out  of  a  fusiform  one; 
at  a  particular  part  of  the  wall  a  special  dilatation  begins  and  goes  on 
increasing. 

The  internal  coat  enters  variously  into-  the  constitution  of  the 
aneurismal  wall.  In  the  case  of  a  fusiform  aneurism  it  is  continu-' 
ous  over  the  internal  surface,  and  probably  presents  very  marked 
atheromatous  changes.  In  the  sacculated  form  it  is  usually  to  be  traced 
some  httle  distance  from  the  edge  of  the  aperture  on  the  wall  of  the 
aneurism,  and  even  in  the  midst  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  sac  pieces 
of  internal  coat,  greatly  altered  as  a  rule,  may  be  discovered. 

The  middle  coat  appears  to  be  passively  affected  in  the  formation  o 
the  aneurism.    Its  fibres  are  loosened  and  stretched  as  dilatation  occurs, 
and  from  the  first  are  liable  to  degeneration.     Even  in  fusiform 
aneurisms  it  is  often  difficult  to  trace  the  middle  coat  far  from  the 
beginning  of  the  dilatation. 

The  external  coat,  on  the  other  hand,  may  be  regarded  as  forming 
the  chief  constituent  of  the  sac.    It  is  composed  of  connective  tissue, 
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and,  as  the  aneurism  grows,  inflammatory  processes  occur  and  new  con- 
nective tissue  is  formed,  so  that  the  sac  does  not  necessarily  undergo 
thinning  as  it  enlarges.  The  connective  tissue  of  the  external  coat 
usually  makes  common  cause  with  that  of  neighbouring  structures, 
and  so  the  aneurism  acquires  adhesions,  and  the  surrounding  structures 
come  to  form,  to  a  certain  extent,  constituents  of  the  sac. 

The  connective  tissue  formation  in  the  external  coat  generally  keeps 
pace  with  the  enlargement  of  the  sac,  especially  if  it  be  slow  of  growth, 
but  there  are  circumstances  in  which  this  is  interfered  with.    If  the 
anem-ism  comes  to  project  against  an  osseous  structure  like  the  verte- 
brc^  or  the  sternum,  then  the  Avail  of  the  sac,  being  compressed  by  the 
recurrent  wave  of  blood  against  the  resisting  tissue,  atrophies,  and  the 
bare  bone  comes  to  be  exposed  and  to  form  part  of  the  sac,  the  proper 
connective  tissue  wall  being  adherent  to  the  bone  around.    Under  cir- 
cumstances hke  these  the  sac  is  apt  to  get  loosened  from  the  bone  and 
hajmorrhage  is  a  frequent  consequence.     It  is  for  this  reason  that 
haemorrhage  is  so  frequent  in  aneurisms  of  the  aorta  which  project 
against  the  vertebral  column.     Again,  if  the  aneurism  grows  very 
quickly,  or  if  the  sac  is  imperfectly  supported  at  any  particular  place, 
then  the  connective  tissue  covering  may  give  way.    The  blood  issuing  may 
collect  m  the  tissue  around,  forming  a  secondary  sac  for  itself,  and  so  we 
•  may  have  a  spurious  aneurism  attached  to  a  true  one.    Or  the  bleeding 
maybe  int®  a  large  cavity  or  canal,  and  lead,  as  we  shall  see  after^ 
wards,  to  fatal  results. 

Thrombi  in  ANEumsMS.-It  is  well  knoAvn  that  blood-clots  are  of 
nearly  constant  occurrence  in  aneurisms,  and  they  may  almost  be  re- 
garded as  constituents  of  the  sac,  as  they  doubtless  aid  to  a  great 
extent  m  preventing  ruptm-e.  Coagula  are  most  frequent  and  most 
important  m  sacculated  aneurisms.  We  meet  with  them  in  the  form 
of  hrm,  dry  layers,  which  present  a  distinct  stratification  generally 
parallel  to  the  wall  of  the  aneurism.  The  coagula  often  form  a  kind 
I  of  sac  mside  the  proper  sac,  and  after  removal  retain  the  shape  of  the 
\  aneurism.  The  coagula  are  primarily  white  thrombi.  The  white 
b  ood  corpuscles  adhere  to  the  rough  internal  wall  of  the  aneurism,  and 
after  they  have  accumulated  to  some  extent  coagulation  occurs  and  a 
thrombus  IS  formed.  This  process  is  repeated,lnd  the  formation  o 
fibnne  IS  thus  m  successive  layers.   Not  infrequently  the  layers  become 

C    f  t;  insinuates'itse/between  them  1 

Ia>er  of  whole  blood  is  thus  formed,  and  when  it  coagulates  wt 
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have  a  red  thrombus  mixed  with  the  white.  As  time  goes  on  the  clots 
become  firmer,  drier,  and  more  stringy.  The  layers  next  the  sac  are 
often  of  a  pearly  whiteness,  and  may  be  taken  for  connective  tissue. 
Under  the  microscope,  however,  they  are  seen  to  be  devoid  of  definite 
structure,  and  acetic  acid  brings  out  no  elongated  nuclei  as  in  the  case 
of  connective  tissue.  There  seems  little  tendency  to  the  organization 
of  these  coagula  unless  the  whole  aneurism  becomes  filled  and  its  cavity 
obliterated  by  them.  The  continual  distension  of  the  cavity  seems  to 
interfere  with  the  process  of  organization ;  but,  if  the  cavity  be  oblit- 
erated by  the  formation  of  clots,  then  organization  proceeds,  and  by 
and  by  the  aneurism  is  converted  into  a  connective-tissue  nodule  which 
contracts  more  and  more. 

The  CONDITION  OF  BRANCHES  given  off  at  the  seat  of  an  aneurism  is 
a  matter  of  great  importance.  These  vessels  are  frequently  obstructed, 
and  there  are  various  ways  in  which  this  may  come  about.  The  ather- 
omatous process  may  occiir  to  such  an  extent  around  the  orifice  of  a 
branch  as  to  narrow  or  even  obliterate  it.  This  is  most  frequent  in 
small  arteries  like  the  intercostals,  but  is  not  uncommon  in  larger 
branches.  Again,  the  coagula  may  come  to  overlie  the  aperture, 
already  narrowed,  it  may  be,  by  atheroma.  Further,  it  mil  be  apparent 
that,  as  an  aneurism  enlarges,  especially  a  sacculated  one,  it  will  often 
drag  on  and  contort  vessels  whose  apertures  are  in  or  near  its  walls. 


Fig.  lS2.-Aneurism  of  the  '^^^^J^  st^Ufittlof o'f  ^i^^e^^o^^ 
blood  to  reach  the  branches,    ^he  general  iie  or  me  sn  ^  j      .g^gg_  ^he 

the  vertebr..    Half  the 

natural  size. 

The  aperture  may  thus  be  reduced  to  a  fissure,  and  the  edge  may  be  so 
placed  as  to  valve  the  aperture.  This  is  particularly  the  case  m  the 
sacculated  aneurisms  of  the  arch  of  the  aorta.    Sometimes  by  the  en- 
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largement  of  an  aueiuisra  the  aperture  of  the  branch  is  to  be  found  at 
the  summit  of  the  aneurism.    In  that  case  the  ajDerture  may  be  ob- 
structed in  one  of  the  ways  ah^eady  described,  but  it  not  infrequently 
remains  at  least  partially  free.    The  coagula  may  even  be  tunnelled  in 
order  to  allow  the  current  to  flow  into  the  branches  (see  Fig.  182). 
This  channelling  of  the  clots  occurs  mostly  where  the  branch  passes  off 
nearly  in  the  axis  of  the  artery  ;  if  it  pass  off  more  at  a  right  angle  the 
clots  are  apt  to  close  the  apertm^e.    Another  mode  of  closure  is  by  the 
pressure  of  the  aneurism  itself  on  the  branch  beyond  the  aperture. 
If  a  branch  be  closed  in  any  of  these  ways  it  becomes  the  seat  of  a 
thrombus,  and  in  the  usual  way  becomes  converted  into  a  solid  cord.  In 
regard  to  the  condition  of  branches  it  is  lastly  to  be  observed  that  the 
aneurism  may,  as  it  were,  be  continued  into  the  branch,  the  first  part 
of  the  latter  being  dilated  along  with  the  aneurism. 

Effects  on  the  Heart.  — Aneurisms  affect  the  heart  somewhat  vari- 
ously. It  is  frequently  depressed  by  the  mere  presence  of  the  aneurism 
at  its  base.  Koom  must  be  afforded  for  the  increasing  tumour,  and  as 
the  position  of  the  aorta  forbids  much  movement  upwards,  the  heart  is 
pushed  somewhat  downwards.  The  extent  of  displacement  will,  of 
course,  depend  on  the  position  and  size  of  the  aneurism.  Besides  this, 
the  heart  often  undergoes  enlargement,  especially  of  the  left  ventricle. 
It  is  clear  that  in  distending  the  aneurism  a  considerable  amount  of  the 
force  of  the  left  ventricle  is  wasted,  and  on  principles  already  consid- 
ered the  ventricle  must  act  more  powerfully ;  the  hypertrophy  is  there- 
fore compensatory. 

Effects  on  parts  around.— The  effects  of  the  aneurism  on  other 
parts  will  depend  on  the  amount  of  pressure  exercised,  and  the  nature 
of  the  structures  involved.  An  aneurism  often  presses  on  nerves,  caus- 
ing primarily  irritation  of  them  and  sometimes  ultimately  interruption 
and  consequent  loss  of  function.  Thus  they  often  produce  violent 
pams,  and  even  symptoms  of  angina  pectoris  when  the  nerves  of  the 
heart  are  pressed  on.  By  irritation  of  the  recurrent  laryngeal  nerve 
they  may  cause  spasm  of  the  laryngeal  muscles,  or  by  destroying  the 
nerve  lead  to  their  paralysis.  The  various  canals  within  the  chest— the 
trachea,  bronchi,  oesophagus,  venous  stems— are  often  narrowed  or  com- 
pletely obstructed,  so  that  a  great  variety  of  symptoms  are  produced. 
When  an  aneurism  meets  with  a  firm  structure  such  as  bone,  it  erodes 
It,  as  we  have  already  seen.    Cartilage  resists  more  than  bone :  and  in 
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the  case  of  aii  aneurism  advancing  to  the  front  of  the  chest  Ave  may  find 
sternum  and  osseous  ribs  much  eroded  while  the  cartilaginous  ribs 
almost  isolated,  are  very  little  destroyed. 

TERMINATIONS-Aneurisms  have  somewhat  various  terminations, 
much  the  commonest  being  unfortunate.  Sometimes,  although  very 
rarely,  a  spontaneous  cure  occurs.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the 
artery  is  pressed  on  by  the  bulging  aneurism  itself,  and  is  obliterated 
Or  the  aneurism  having  burst,  the  blood  collecting  outside,  by  its  pres- 
sure, obliterates  the  aneurism  It  is  well  known  that  obliteration  of 
the  artery  is  often  effected  by  ligaturing  it.  If  the  artery  is  obliterated 
the  aneurism  fills  up  with  clot,  and  by  and  by  organization  occurs,  and 
the  aneurism  is  cured. 

_  But  the  majority  of  aneurisms  are  beyond  the  reach  of  surgical 
interference,  and  for  the  most  part  they  continue  enlarging  till  they 
lead  to  a  fatal  issue.  This  may  be  from  the  effects  of  pressure  on  parts 
around,  so  that  death  may  result  from  hypersemia  and  oedema  of  the 
lungs,  from  general  venous  engorgement  and  oedema,  from  marasmus,  and 
so  on.  But  even  more  frequently  the  aneurism  ends  by  rupture,  which 
occurs  in  various  directions  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
aneurism.  It  may  here  be  said  that  the  probability  of  rupture  is  by  no 
means  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  aneurism.  A  large  aneurism,  by 
the  amount  of  pressure  it  exercises,  will  probably,  by  its  irritation,  and 
by  causing  counter-pressure  from  displaced  organs,  produce  sufficient 
support,  unless  it  comes  actually  to  the  surface  of  the  body  or  bulges 
into  a  cavity.  When  rupture  occurs  it  is  into  a  cavity  of  the  body,  as 
the  sac  of  the  pericardium,  the  pleura,  an  auricle  of  the  heart,  etc. ;  or 
into  a  canal,  as  the  trachea,  bronchus,  another  artery  or  vein,  such  as 
the  pulmonary  artery  ;  or  into  the  substance  of  an  organ  as  the  lung  or 
brain  ;  or  among  the  muscles  or  connective  tissue  of  a  part.  The  mode 
in  which  the  rupture  comes  about  varies  somewhat.  The  aneurism 
may  rupture  into  a  cavity  or  on  the  surface  of  the  body  for  want  of  sup- 
port to  its  wall,  a  tear  by  and  by  occurring  in  the  sac.  Or  the 
aneurism  may  undermine  a  mucous  membrane  or  the  skin,  and  produce 
a  necrosis,  rupture  occurring  on  the  separation  of  the  slough.  Or  the 
aneurism  may  induce  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
softened  tissue  may  give  way.  We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  case 
of  an  aneurism  meeting  an  osseous  structure  a  gap  may  occur  in  the  wall 
of  its  proper  sac,  and  the  edge  of  the  gap  may  become  detached  from 
the  bone,  and  so  occasion  a  rupture.    The  rupture  is  not  usually  at  the 
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very  first  fatal;  there  is,  to  begin  Avith,  a  slight  leakage  of  blood 
through  irregular  apertures  which  get  occasionally  closed  with  blood- 
clot  ''But  from  some  accidental  increase  of  blood-pressure  or  other 
cause  the  aperture  is  enlarged,  and  a  fatal  haemorrhage  is  the  result. 
Or  death  comes  from  exhaustion  due  to  the  prolonged  drain  and  the 
interference  with  function  that  the  aneurism  otherwise  produces. 

Varieties  of  Aneurisms.— There  are  certain  lesions  to  which  the 
name  aneurism  is  commonly  given,  but  which  do  not  accord  with  the 
description  given  above,  and  these  merit  a  brief  description. 

The  CIRSOID  ANEURISM  and  the  aneurism  by  anastomosis  are 
somewhat  alHed  forms.  The  cirsoid  aneurism  is  sometimes  called  varix 
arteriahs,  and  the  name  is  suggestive  of  the  condition  presented.  A 
portion  of  artery  with  its  branches  becomes  elongated  and  widened, 
and  the  vessels  become  convoluted  like  varicose  veins.  Some- 
times the  dilatation  extends  to  the  corresponding  capillaries  and 
veins.  This  form  ,of  aneurism  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  arteries 
of  the  scalp  and  face,  especially  the  temporal  and  occipital,  and  the 
enlarged  and  tortuous  vessels  are  to  be  felt  under  the  skin.  The 
aneurism  by  anastomosis  is  almost  an  arterial  vascular  tumour.  There 
is  enlargement  and  lengthening  of  a  large  number  of  small  arteries, 
Avith  probably  new-formation  of  arteries,  and  the  mass  of  arteries  can 
be  felt  Hke  pulsating  worms  under  the  skin.  The  enlargement  may 
extend  to  the  capillaries.  The  affection  forms  a  distinct  growth  of  a 
bluish  red  colour,  and  with  a  somewhat  granular  surface.  Its  most 
frequent  seat  is  the  scalp. 


The  traumatic  aneurism  arises  in  consequence  of  an  injury  to  a 
vessel.  An  injurj'^  has  been  sustained,  and  after  a  longer  or  shorter 
period  an  aneurism  appears.  The  mode  in  which  such  aneurisms  arise 
varies  in  different  cases.  In  some  cases  an  artery  is  wounded,  and 
the  blood  makes  a  cavity  for  itself.  The  ca"sdty  remains  in  communica- 
tion with  the  artery,  and  forms  a  kind  of  aneurismal  sac.  This  is  not 
a  common  result  of  wounds  of  arteries,  as  these  usually  close,  but  it  does 
occur,  and  most  readily  when  the  wound  has  been  an  oblique  or  longi- 
tudinal one.  It  may  result  from  a  wound  penetrating  from  the  surface, 
but  of  such  a  form  as  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  blood  from  the  sur- 
face, or  it  may  result  from  a  broken  bone  tearing  the  coats.  An 
aneurism  arising  in  this  way  by  direct  rupture  is  called  a  spurious 
aneurism,  as  it  does  not  arise  from  dilatation  of  the  vessel. 
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But  there  are  some  cases  of  traumatic  aneurism  wliich  are  moie 
slow  of  formation  and  in  which  it  is  not  probable  that  any  distinct  tear 
through  the  whole  coats  has  occurred.  In  the  fully  developed  aneurism 
it  is  impossible  to  trace  the  exact  mode  of  origin,  ljut  it  is  probable  that 
in  many  cases  a  fractured  bone  projected  against  a  vessel  injures  or 
even  ruptures  the  middle  coat,  and  possibly  the  internal  as  well.  We 
know  that  in  applying  a  ligature  these  two  coats  give  way,  and  we  can 
conceive  a  violent  force  appHed  to  the  wall  producing  the  same  result.  A 
simple  blow  may  act  in  a  similar  way,  but  it  will  do  so  the  more  readily  if 
the  middle  coat  be  already  brittle  from  calcareous  infiltration.  Many  of 
the  aneurisms  of  the  femoral  and  popliteal  arteries  are  referred  to  blows 
and  injuries  ;  but  these  are  not.  all  to  be  regarded  as  pure  traumatic 
aneurisms,  as  the  arterial  coats  are  frequently  so  altered  by  atheroma 
and  calcareous  infiltration  as  to  make  the  injury  merely  the  determin- 
ing cause. 

Traumatic  aneurisms,  as  appears  froni  what  has  been  said  as  to  their 
origin,  have  usually  less  defined  sacs  than  spontaneous  ones.  This 
is  especially  the  case  in  those  which  arise  directly  from  Avounds. 
The  blood  makes  an  irregular  cavity  for  itself.  In  the  other  case, 
where  the  coats  are  injured  but  the  external  coat  is  preserved,  the  sac 
may  be  more  distinct,  but  is  likely  to  be  thin. 

The  Dissecting  Aneurism  is  a  somewhat  interesting  form,  arising 
apparently  by  rupture  of  the  internal  coat,  and  partially  of  the 
middle.  It  sometimes  arises  from  an  injury,  and  is  thus  a  trau- 
matic aneurism,  but  it  occasionally  occurs  spontaneously,  and  there 
is  no  form  of  aneurism  which  is  so  frequently  multiple  as  this.  The 
author  has  met  with  a  case  in  which  there  were  four  separate 
dissecting  aneurisms  on  the  aorta  and  its  branches.  It  may  be  in- 
ferred from  this  fact  that  in  these  cases  there  is  often  an  abnormal 
brittleness  of  the  internal  coat,  apparently  not  due  to  atheroma  or  an}' 
other  definite  disease  of  the  coat,  but  an  inherited  or  acquired  brittle- 
ness. The  internal  coat  is  torn  through,  and  the  blood  passes  among 
the  fibres  of  the  middle  coat.  It  is  not  that  the  middle  coat  is  dissected 
up  from  the  internal  coat,  but  the  layers  of  the  middle  coat  itself  are 
separated,  and  the  blood  lies  between  an  external  and  internal  layer  of 
the  middle  coat,  as  in  Fig.  183.  The  splitting  up  of  the  middle  coat 
may  be  carried  a  considerable  distance,  and  after  passing  along  in  the 
wall  of  the  vessel  the  blood  may  make  another  tear  in  the  internal  coat 
and  pass  back  into  the  vessel.    The  aneurism  may  thus  come  to  have 
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two  apertures,  and  a  condition  may  occur  as  if  the  vessel  were  formed 
of  a  double  tube,  divided  longitudinally  by  a  septura  composed  of  the 
internal  and  a  part  of  the  middle  coat.  The  circulation  may  even  be 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  through  the  aneurism,  the  blood  passing  in 
at  the  original  aperture  and  out  at  the  secondary  one.  In  that  case  the 
proper  calibre  of  the  artery  may  become  considerably  narrowed.  The 
approximation  of  such  an  aneurism  in  character  to  the  regular  channel  is 
still  further  increased  by  the  fact  that  the  aneurism  by  and  by  acquires 
an  internal  hning  resembling  the  internal  coat.  It  is  a  homogeneous 
membrane  of  about  the  thickness  of  the  internal  coat,  so  that  in  a  sec- 
tion it  may  be  difficult,  even  under  the  microscope,  to  say  whether  a 
particvdar  place  is  wall  of  vessel  or  wall  of  aneurism  (see  Fig.  183).  In 


Fig.  183. — Section  of  X'ortion  of  a  dissecting  aneurism  of  the  aorta.  At  the  left  there  is  the 
entire  wall  of  the  artery,  a  being  external,  and  h  middle  coat.  The  middle  coat  is  si^lit  so  as 
to  form  the  aneurism.  At  d,  d,  a  kind  of  internal  coat  is  formed  to  the  aneurism,  but  this  is 
the  seat  of  fatty  degeneration  at  e.    x  10. 


the  case  already  referred  to,  one  of  the  aneurisms  began  in  the  thoracic 
aorta,  and  was  continued  down  into  the  iliac  arteries.  There  were  two 
apertures,  one  in  the  thoracic,  and  the  other  far  down  in  the  abdominal 
aorta,  and  between  these  the  aneurism  had  evidently  carried  on  the 
circulation  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  natural  channel.  Dissecting 
aneurisms  being  confined  to  the  wall  of  the  vessel  will  appear  externally 
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as  thickenings  or  dilatations  of  the  wall,  and  they  may  produce  Lulging 
or  bagging  of  the  vessel  to  a  remarkable  degree.  Occasionally,  a  dis- 
secting aneurism  tears  through  the  remaining  layers  of  the  middle  coat 
and  the  external  coat,  and  so  a  spurious  aneurism  is  attached  to  a 
dissecting  one. 

Varicose  Aneurism  is  a  term  applied  to  the  case  in  which  an 
artery  and  vein  acquire  a  permanent  abnormal  communication.  It  may 
arise  spontaneously  or  traumatically.  This  form  used  to  be  not  uncom- 
mon at  the  bend  of  the  elbow,  when,  in  performing  venesection,  the  lancet 
wounded  artery  and  vein  together.  It  occurs  spontaneously  when  an 
aneurism  ruptures  into  a  vein.  In  some  cases  there  is  an  actual 
aneurismal  sac  between  artery  and  vein,  and  to  this  form  the  name 
VARICOSE  ANEURISM  is  more  properly  applied.  But  the  communica- 
tion may  be  direct,  and  while  the  artery  is  little  dilated  the  vein  is 
enlarged,  tortuous,  and  pulsating.  To  this  form  the  name  aneur- 
ismal VARix  is  applied.  The  interference  with  the  venous  current 
produced  by  the  violent  injection  of  the  arterial  blood,  especially 
if  it  be  suddenly  produced,  may  lead  to  serious  venous  engorgement 
and  oedema,  which  may  even  have  a  fatal  issue.  Spontaneous  com- 
munications of  this  kind  have  been  observed  between  the  aorta  and 
ven£e  cavse.,  between  the  crural  and  popliteal  arteries  and  the  correspond- 
ing veins,  between  the  splenic  artery  and  azygos  vein,  and  between  the 
internal  carotid  and  the  sinus  cavernosus. 


VAEIX. 

Varix  is  dilatation  of  veins  just  as  aneurism  is  dilatation  of  arteries. 
We  saw  that  some  weakening  of  the  wall  is  always  necessary  to  the 
occurrence  of  aneurism,  but  no  such  condition  is  required  in  the  pro- 
duction of  varicose  veins.  The  walls  of  veins  are  already  thin,  and  the 
blood-pressure  within  them  is  small.  In  the  case  of  the  veins  of  the 
skin  we  are  familiar  with  the  fact  that,  as  a  rule,  the  blood-pressure  is 
not  sufficient  to  overcome  the  atmospheric  pressure  to  any  considerable 
extent  and  the  veins  are  flattened  or  partially  collapsed,  a  slow  and 
weak  current  passing  through  them.  The  circulation  must  be  consider- 
ably excited,  or  the  veins  must  be  obstructed  in  order  to  make  them 
stand  out  as  cylinders  under  the  skin.  Such  being  the  case  it  may  be 
conceived  that  the  thin-walled  veins,  accustomed  to  a  slight  blood- 
pressure,  will  readily  dilate  when  exposed  to  an  increased  blood-pressiu-e. 
Varix  then  is  always  due  to  some  cause  which  is  calculated  to  increase 
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the  blood-pressure  within  the  veins,  such  as  obstruction  of  the  veins  by 
thrombi,  tumours,  the  gravid  uterus,  passive  hypersemia  from  heart 
disease,  and  so  on.  It  will  be  convenient  to  refer  more  particularly  to 
the  causal  conditions  when  we  review  the  various  localities  in  which 
varix  occurs.  Meanwhile  the  mode  in  which  the  varicose  condition 
develops  will  be  considered. 

If  the  arm  be  grasped  firmly  above  the  elbow  so  as  to  obstruct  the 
superficial  veins  completely,  the  veins  of  the  forearm  will  swell  up,  and 
at  certain  points,  especially  where  branches  unite,  there  may  be  seen 
slight  swellings  like  knots.  These  indicate  the  position  of  the  valves, 
the  knots  being  the  slight  dilatations  which  represent  the  sinuses  of  the 
valves.  In  the  early  stages  of  varix,  as  we  have  frequently  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  it  in  the  legs,  there  is  simply  an  exaggeration  of 
this  natural  dilatation  above  the  valves.  When  we  stand  erect  the 
column  of  blood  in  the  veins  of  the  legs  is,  as  it  were,  supported  at  each 
valve,  and  the  downward  pressure  tells  on  the  valve  and  the  portion  of 
the  vessel  forming  the  valvular  sinus.  Hence  this  part  of  the  vessel  is 
the  first  to  dilate  when  the  blood-pressure  is  increased,  and  the  first 
sign  of  varix  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  knotted  state  of  the  vein.  At  the 
outset  each  valve  forms  a  kind  of  fixed  point,  the  dilatation  occurring  at 
its  level,  and  diminishing  as  the  valve  next  above  is  approached.  As 
the  dilatation  increases  and  extends  up  from  the  valve,  the  vein  in- 
creases in  length  as  well  as  in  calibre,  and  in  order  to  be  accommo- 
dated it  begins  to  form  curves  or  convolutions.  Thus  begin  those 
sinuosities  which  are  so  characteristic  of  varicose  veins,  and  which  tend 
to  increase  as  time  goes  on.  The  dilatation  of  the  vein  has  a  tendency 
to  render  the  valves  incompetent,  and  this  occurs  all  the  sooner  as 
the  region  of  the  valves  is,  as  we  have  seen,  the  part  where  the  pressure 
is  most  exercised.  When  the  valves  become  incompetent  the  pressure 
tells  much  more  on  the  walls  of  the  veins  as  the  column  of  blood  is  not 
now  arrested  at  intervals.  The  pressure  acts  most  on  the  dependent 
parts  of  the  sinuosities,  and  will  increase  the  projection  of  these.  In 
this  way  we  may  have  wide  sinuses  with  their  convexity  downwards, 
and  in  some  cases  even  diverticula  or  pouches  projecting  from  the  veins. 
In  these  exaggerated  dilatations  the  blood  stagnates  greatly,  and  it  is 
not  uncommon  for  THROMBOSIS  to  occur.  The  vein  is  obstructed  more 
or  less  completely  by  the  thrombus,  which  may  organize.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  latter  often  dries  in  and  becomes  impregnated  with  lime  salts. 
In  this  way  varicose  veins  frequently  become  the  seat  of  vein  stones  or 
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Of  the  various  forms  of  varicose  veins  those  of  the  lower  extremi- 
ties are  best  known.  As  we  have  seen  above,  the  cause  of  varicose 
veins  is  to  be  looked  for  in  increase  of  the  blood-pressure  in  these 
vessels,  but  various  circumstances  may  lead  to  this  increase  of  pressure. 
It  may  be  the  result  of  direct  oljstruction  of  the  iliac  veins  by  the 
pressure  of  tumours,  etc.,  in  the  pelvis.  It  may  be  the  consequence  of 
prolonged  assumption  of  the  standing  posture,  especially  in  persons 
of  tall  stature.  In  persons  who  stand  about  much  the  muscles  of 
the  legs  are  frequently  in  a  state  of  contraction  so  that  the  blood  is 
forced  into  the  superficial  veins.  It  is  probable  hoAvever  that  the  intra- 
muscular veins  are  more  frequently  varicose  than  is  generally  supposed, 
and  they  may  even  be  affected  without  the  superficial  ones  being  much 
dilated.  Cramps  of  the  muscles  are  frequent  in  cases  of  varicose  veins, 
and  these  are  to  be  referred  to  stagnation  in  the  muscular  veins. 

Inflammation  of  a  chronic  kind  is  common  in  the  tissues  around 
varicose  veins  wherever  they  may  be,  and  so  in  the  skin  we  often  have 
very  persistent  eczema  with  a  brown  colouration  of  the  skin  which  may 
be  referred  to  hsemorrhage  by  diapedesis  from  the  hypersemic  vessels. 
The  skin  is  indurated  and  thickened,  and  ulceration  is  often  induced. 
The  ulcer  is  sometimes  deep  and  sluggish  and  may  persist  for  years. 

A  varicose  vein  may  burst.  It  may  be  opened  by  the  ulcerative 
process,  or  it  may  come  to  the  surface  and  by  its  increasing  dilatation 
at  last  rupture.  In  the  case  of  the  leg  the  results  are  sometimes 
exceedingly  serious.  We  have  seen  that  one  effect  of  the  dilatation  is 
to  render  the  valves  incompetent,  and  if  the  varicositj'  extends  up 
into  the  thigh,  the  veins  of  the  entire  leg  may  be  virtually  devoid 
of  Valves.  But  the  veins  in  the  abdomen  are  normally  devoid  of 
valves,  and  so  it  may  come  about  that  from  the  lower  leg  up  to  the 
heart  there  may  be  a  single  column  of  blood  without  an  arresting  valve. 
If  now  a  vein  rupture  in  the  leg,  the  whole  system  up  to  the  heart  may 
be,  as  it  were,  tapped,  and  if  the  person  is  in  the  erect  posture  a  fatal 
hsemorrhage  may  result.  The  haemorrhage  "wdll  cease  if  the  person  lies 
down,  but  cases  have  been  known  in  which  an  immense  amount  of 
blood  has  been  shed  into  the  boots  without  warning. 

HEMORRHOIDS  are  varicose  veins  of  the  lower  rectum.  At  the 
lower  part  of  the  rectum  a  network  of  small  veins  surrounds  the  bowel, 
lying  immediately  under  the  mucous  membrane.  These  veins  com- 
municate with  the  inferior  mesenteric  vein  which  is  a  tributary  of  the 
portal,  and  with  the  internal  ihac  which  is  a  tributary  of  the  vena  cava. 
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Any  obstruction  in  the  portal  circulation  (such  as  cirrhosis  of  the  liver) 
or  any  abnormal  pressure  within  the  abdomen  is  apt  to  induce  dilatation 
of  this  hi^morrhoidal  plexus.  The  dilated  veins  push  the  mucous 
membrane  before  them  and  protrude  as  bluish  flat  nodules  either  imme- 
diately Adthin  or  without  the  anus.  They  may  assume  considerable 
ilimensions.  The  knots  are  composed  originally  of  a  congeries  of  small 
convoluted  veins  (Fig.  184  B),  which  may  communicate  so  as  to  foi-m  a 
kind  of  cavernous  tissue,  but  sometimes  there  are  large  ones  (Fig.  184  J). 


Fig.  1S4.— Hemorrhoids  of  rectum,  in  section,  natural  size,  r  is  internal  surface  of 
rectum,  and  m  the  mucous  membrane  continued  over  the  hsemorrlioid.  At  m'  is  repre- 
sented the  muscular  coat,  the  dilated  -veins  being  in  the  submucous  tissue.  At  A,  the 
veins  are  few  but  much  dilated,  one  especially  so,  just  beneath  the  mucous  membrane. 
At     the  dilated  veins  are  more  numerous,  but  smaller.    Both  occurred  in  the  same  case. 

(ViECHOW.) 

Through  time  the  mucous  membrane  undergoes  alterations.  The  piles  at 
each  movement  of  the  bowels  are  exposed  to  mechanical  irritation,  and 
so  the  mucous  membrane  is  almost  constantly  in  a  state  of  catarrh.  Then 
at  intervals  when  the  blood-pressure  is  unusually  great  by  reason  of 
an  attack  of  inflammation  or  otherwise,  the  veins  rupture,  and  so  there 
is  bleeding  both  in  the  substance  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  on 
to  the  surface.  The  haemorrhoids  thus  get  greatly  altered.  They 
become  condensed  from  inflammatory  new-formation  of  connective 
tissue.  They  sometimes  become  the  seat  of  collections  of  blood,  which 
may  form  blood-cysts.  PhleboHths  may  also  form  in  the  veins.  More 
severe  inflammations  sometimes  occur,  resulting  in  abscesses,  fissures, 
fistulas,  ulcers. 

Varicocele  is  a  dilatation  of  the  veins  of  the  spermatic  cord  and 
the  external  scrotal  veins.  It  aff-ects  in  a  greatly  preponderating 
proportion  the  left  side,  and  the  explanation  of  this  seems  to  be  that 
the  left  spermatic  vein  has  a  circuitous  course,  and  enters  the  renal  vein 
at  a  right  angle,  while  the  right  opens  into  the  lower  vena  cava.  The 
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varicosity  generally  begins  at  the  external  inguinal  ring,  and  extends 
downwards  as  far  as  the  testicle.  There  is  not  infrequently  atrophy  of 
the  testicle,  and  sometimes  hydrocele  or  hsematocele. 

Varix  may  occur  in  other  veins,  such  as  those  of  the  neck  of  the 
bladder  and  prostate.    It  is  also  met  with  in  the  female  in  the  vesical 
plexus  and  veins  of  the  vagina,  and  this  may  be  combined  with  varix  of  | 
the  broad  ligament.    Varicosity  also  occurs  in  the  veins  of  the  dura 
mater. 


C— DISEASES  OF  THE  LYMPHATIC  SYSTEM.  SPLEEN, 

AND  BONE-MARBOW. 

THE  LYMPHATIC  VESSELS. 

We  have  alread}^  had  occasion  to  observe  that  the  lymphatic  system 
is  intimately  related  to  the  blood  vascular  system,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  a  part  of  it.  We  have  also  seen  that  this  system  has  close  relations 
to  the  connective  tissue,  the  spaces  in  the  latter  being  lymph  spaces 
lined  with  endothelium  and  having  direct  connections  with  the  lympha- 
tic vessels.  Wherever  there  is  increased  exudation  from  the  blood- 
vessels the  serous  spaces  and  lymphatic  vessels  are  distended,  and  the 
current  through  them  increased.  We  have  seen  this  to  be  the  case  in 
inflammations  and  oedemas. 

Inflammation  of  the  Lymphatics.  Lymphangeitis. — The  lym- 
phatics are  liable  to  inflammations  of  a  more  independent  kind,  and 
warranting  the  name  lymphangeitis.  In  order  to  such  inflammation 
there  must  be  in  the  vessels  some  irritant,  and  the  irritant  is  similar  to 
that  which  we  find  in  the  veins  in  suppurative  phlebitis,  namely  a  septic 
poison.  In  connection  with  wounds  which  have  been  exposed  to 
decomposing  juices,  such  as  dissecting  wounds,  we  sometimes  find  the 
course  of  the  lymphatic  vessels  marked  by  red  streaks  in  the  skin. 
These  represent  inflammation  of  the  lymphatics  and  surrounding  con- 
nective tissue.  The  inflammation  not  infrequently  goes  on  to  suppura- 
tion, so  that  abscesses  form  at  intervals  in  the  course  of  the  vessels  or  in 
the  lymphatic  glands.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  material  which 
passes  into  the  vessels  owes  its  irritating  character  to  the  existence  in  it 
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of  mimite  organisms,  and  that  these  propagate  inside  the  vessels  and  so 
the  inflammation  extends  onwards;  in  some  cases  minute  organisms 
have  been  found  in  the  dilated  and  inflamed  lymphatics.  Thus  decom- 
|)Osing  material  may  get  into  the  uterine  lymphatics  after  delivery, 
and  we  may  have  an  inflammation  extending  to  the  ligaments.  This 
seems  to  be  sometimes  the  primary  lesion  in  puerperal  fever. 

Erysipelas  and  other  phlegmonous  inflammations  of  the  skin  may 
be  regarded  as  inflammations  of  the  lymphatics,  or  at  least  of  the  serous 
spaces  which  form  the  radicles  of  the  lymphatics.  In  these  diseases,  as 
we  have  seen,  minute  organisms  extending,  give  rise  to  the  inflammations 
(see  figure  117,  p.  257).  The  abundance  of  bacteria  in  the  lymphatics 
of  the  skin  in  such  cases  may  be  such  as  to  render  the  Ij^mphatic  vessels 
as  well  as  the  serous  spaces  peculiarly  prominent,  when  the  sections 
have  been  stained  by  anihne  dyes.  In  that  case  the  outlines  of  the 
serous  spaces  and  even  their  relation  to  the  lymphatic  radicles  may 
be  brought  out.  The  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  parotid  which 
occasionally  occurs  in  cases  of  septic  wounds  is  probably  of  a  similar 
nature.  Epidemic  parotitis  (mumps)  may  perhaps  be  placed  in  the 
same  category. 

We  have  already  seen  that  elephantiasis  frequently  begins  in  re- 
current attacks  resembling  erysipelas,  in  which  the  lymphatic  vessels 
are  obviously  engaged.  There  are  often  red  streaks  passing  up  the 
limb,  and  the  lymphatic  glands  may  be  enlarged.  The  irritation  here 
is  slighter  and  more  chronic.  The  inflammation  results  in  great  thick- 
ening of  the  connective  tissue,  but  there  is  often  along  with  it  dilatation 
of  the  lymphatic  vessels,  so  that  when  the  part  is  cut  into  an  abundant 
lymphatic  fluid  exudes  which  sometimes  contains  oil. 

Lymphangiectasis. — The  lymphatic  vessels  are  occasionally  the  seat 
of  dilatation,  but  this  is  of  comparatively  rare  occurrence.  Obstruction 
of  a  lymphatic  stem  may  produce  a  varicose  dilatation  of  the  vessels, 
and  even  their  rupture.  We  have  already  seen  this  to  be  the  case  when 
the  lymphatics  are  obstructed  by  the  ova  of  the  filaria  sanguinis,  re- 
sulting in  lymph-scrotum,  chyluria,  etc.  In  the  enlargement  of  the 
tongue  called  MACROGLOSSA,  which  is  frequently  congenital,  there  is 
commonly  a  great  enlargement  of  the  lymphatics  which  may  form  con- 
siderable cysts.  The  dilatation  here  appears  to  be  due  to  obstruction  of 
the  lymphatics  from  interstitial  inflammation  of  the  connective  tissue, 
although  a  different  origin  has  been  asserted. 

There  is  sometimes  a  locahzed  dilatation  of  many  lymphatics  so  as 
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to  form  a  distinct  vascular  tumour.  These  tumours  are  usually  cavern- 
ous in  structure  and  are  classed  as  CAVERNOUS  lymphangiomas. 

We  sometimes  find  lymphatic  vessels  dilated  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  a  cancerous  tumour,  the  material  in  the  vessels  being  derived  from 
the  tumour.  This  occurs  mostly  in  the  case  of  cancers  which  are 
undergoing  softening.  It  is  most  fre(|uently  seen  in  connection  with 
mammary  cancers,  where  the  lymphatics  may  have  the  form  of  fir-m 
cylinders  as  large  as  quills,  filled  with  white  material.  The  same  thing 
is  seen  in  the  case  of  secondary  cancer  of  the  lung,  where  there  are 
nodules  immecliately  under  the  pleura.  The  subpleural  lymphatics 
around  the  nodule  are  found,  as  it  were,  injected  with  white  material. 
So  is  it  sometimes  in  the  capsule  of  the  liver  when  cancerous  nodules 
are  near  the  surface.  These  naked-eye  appearances  indicate  how  prone 
cancerous  material  is  to  pass  into  the  lymphatics,  and,  imder  the 
microscope,  at  the  margins  of  a  growing  cancer  the  lymph-spaces  may 
sometimes  be  found  filled  with  the  epithelial  masses. 


THE  LYMPHATIC  GLANDS. 

It  -will  be  useful  here  in  the  first  place  to  refer  to  some  of  the 
relations  of  lymphatic  glands  and  to  their  structure.  It  is  mcII 
known  that  all  lymphatic  vessels  connect  themselves  directly  M'ith 
lymphatic  glands  so  that  no  lymph  passes  into  the  circulation  with- 
out first  traversing  a  lymphatic  gland.  Dissolved  substances  intro- 
duced into  the  serous  spaces  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue 
are  rapidly  carried  up  the  lymphatics  and  through  the  glands  into  the 
general  circulation ;  this  is  matter  of  experience  every  day  in  the  sul)- 
cutaneous  injection  of  medicinal  agents.  Granular  material,  however, 
does  not  pass  through  the  glands,  which  form  a  filter  for  all  solid  par- 
ticles. In  the  operation  of  tattooing  granular  pigment,  such  as  Indian 
ink  or  vermillion,  is  introduced  into  the  skin.  Part  of  it  remains  per- 
manently in  the  corium,  but  part  is  conveyed  up  the  lymphatics 
and  is  caught  by  the  glands,  where  it  remains  fixed.  So  is  it  m 
pathological  conditions.  The  lymphatic  glands  are  very  frequently 
associated  in  morbid  processes  which  are  occurring  in  parts  in  which 
the  vessels  passing  to  the  glands  take  origin.  Dissolved  and  solid 
materials  are  thus  conveyed  to  the  glands,  and  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  material  will  it  affect  the  gland  or  not.  We  have  seen  that  in 
septic  inflammations  the  infective  material  is  often  conveyed  to  the 
gland  and  produces  inflammation  there.    As  this  material  is  presum- 
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ably  in  the  form  of  fine  particles  it  is  arrested  at  the  gland,  and  the 
inflammation  makes  a  pause  there  only  to  proceed  further,  if  the  organ- 
isms propagate  onwards.  But  even  in  the  case  of  simple  inflammations, 
although  the  products  are  for  the  most  part  dissolved,  still  they 
are  frequently  of  an  irritating  nature  and  the  glands  inflame.  "We 
have  already  seen  that  solid  material  from  cancers  is  often  con- 
veyed along  the  lymjjhatic  vessels  and  is  caught  at  the  glands.  It  is 
to  be  observed  that  in  all  these  cases  the  material  may  produce  no  irri- 
tation in  the  lymphatic  vessels  along  which  it  is  being  conveyed.  If 
concentrated  or  very  virulent  it  will  do  so,  but  it  often  does  not,  and  it 
is  only  after  lying  in  the  glands  for  a  time,  and,  it  may  be,  increasing  by 
self-propagation  that  it  produces  its  results.  In  that  case  a  wide  inter- 
val of  healthy  structure  intervenes  between  the  primary  disease  and 
the  lymphatic  gland,  and  so  it  is  common  to  speak  of  sympathy  ajid 
metastasis  in  this  connection.    Most  of  the  lesions  to  which  the  glands 


«im!?;»''.'*^7^°'^'^'"".°^  normal  lyniiJiatic  gland;  a,  a,  a,  follicular  or  lymphoid  cords;  c,  c,  lymph 
smiiscs,  Ik  b,  connective-tissue  trabecule;  d,  d,  blood-vessels.  >  '  >  y  "pu 


are  lialjle  are  embraced  among  metastatic  or  sympathetic  affections,  but 
there  are  some  which  may  be  regarded  as  idiopathic.    There  are  even 
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some  inflammations  which  cannot  be  traced  to  a  peripheral  cause, 
although  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  be  sure  that  no  such  cause  exists. 

The  apparatus  by  wliich  the  filtration  of  the  lymph  is  effected  de- 
serves a  passing  notice,  and  is  illustrated  in  Fig.  185.  When  the 
afferent  lymphatic  vessel  coming  from  the  periphery  reaches  the  gland, 
it  first  forms  a  plexus  in  the  capsule.  On  the  other  hand  the  efferent 
vessel  emerges  from  a  plexus  of  vessels  at  the  hilus,  and  this  plexus  is 
connected  with  the  medullary  portion  of  the  gland.  In  passing  from 
the  afferent  to  the  efferent  vessel,  the  lymph  traverses  a  series  of 
sinuses  c,  c,  in  figure.  The  sinuses  are  not  clear  spaces  but  contain  a 
reticvilum  or  mesh  work  shown  in  the  figure.  These  sinuses  surround  the 
proper  glandular  tissue  which  is  in  the  form  of  rounded  folhcles  or  cords 
composed  of  densely  packed  lymph  cells  (a,  a,  in  figure).  The  lymph 
first  passes  from  the  afferent  plexus  into  the  sinuses  of  the  cortex,  then 
into  those  of  the  medullary  part,  where  originate  the  radicles  of  the 
efferent  vessel.  The  sinuses  being  occupied  by  the  fine  reticulum  will 
catch  solid  particles  brought  to  the  gland,  and  such  particles  ^vill 
therefore  be  most,  readily  caught  at  the  cortical  portion  of  the  gland. 

Pigmentation  of  the  Glands. — We  have  seen  how  pigment 
artificially  introduced  into  the  lymphatics,  is  arrested  at  the  glands. 
Similarly,  pigment  is  carried  from  the  lungs  and  deposited  in  the 
bronchial  glands.  Again,  in  cases  of  extravasation  of  blood,  or  in  inflam- 
mations with  considerable  haemorrhage,  the  altered  pigment  is  convej^ed 
to  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  may  produce  considerable  colouration 
there. 

The  pigment  is  conveyed,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  lymphoid  cells,  which 
are  to  be  found  in  the  lymphatic  fluid.  Arrived  at  the  gland,  the  pigment 
is  first  caught  by  the  stellate  cells  which  form  the  reticulum  in  the  sinuses 
of  the  cortex,  and  hence  in  the  earlier  stages  we  may  have  the  sinuses 
marked  out  by  the  pigmentation.  If  it  continues  to  arrive  at  the 
gland,  it  extends  into  the  follicles  and  finally  the  whole  gland  may 
be  deeply  and  uniformly  coloured.  When  present  in  such  quantity  the 
pigment,  although  generally  non-irritating,  produces  a  chronic  inflamma- 
tion. There  is  increase  of  the  connective  tissue  forming  the  trabeculse, 
and  a  corresponding  atrophy  of  the  glandular  follicles.  The  affected 
o-land  in  addition  to  the  pigmentation  is  enlarged  and  hard.  The  gland 
in  this  state  is  probably  to  a  large  extent  stuffed  up  by  the  pigment  and 
rendered  impervious.  When  this  is  the  case  the  lymph  probably  passes 
by  anastomosing  vessels  to  other  glands  which  in  their  turn  become 
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pigmented.  In  this  way  Ave  may  exjjlain  how  pigmentation  sometimes 
extends  from  gland  to  gland  in  the  central  direction.  Thus  in  anthra- 
oosis  of  the  lungs  we  may  have  not  only  the  bronchial  glands  but  also 
those  of  the  mediastinum,  and  even  those  at  the  porta  of  the  liver 
pigmented. 

What  has  been  said  in  regard  to  pigment  applies  also  to  other  solid 
materials  introduced  similarly  into  the  lymphatics.  In  stone  masons 
the  particles  of  stone  which  get  into  the  parench3^ma  of  the  lung  are  in 
jjart  carried  to  the  glands,  where  they  produce  similar  changes  to  those 
mentioned,  but  even  more  readily,  as  from  their  mechanically  irritating 
characters  they  are  more  apt  to  produce  chronic  inflammation. 

Acute  Inflammation  of  Lymphatic  Glands,  Lymphadenitis. — 
As  has  already  been  said,  this  condition  is  nearly  always  a  result  of 
inflammation  in  the  perij)heral  parts  from  which  the  vessels  come  to 
the  gland.  It  has  to  be  added,  however,  that  in  different  persons  there 
are  great  differences  in  the  susceptibility  to  sympathetic  inflammation, 
so  that  in  some  a  slight  catarrh  of  a  mucous  membrane  may  set  up  an 
inflammatory  enlargement,  which,  however,  is  not  usually  very  acute. 
The  greater  number  of  the  acute  inflammations  are  infective.  The 
inflammations  following  dissecting  wounds,  those  resulting  from 
chancres,  and  the  inflammation  of  the  mesenteric  glands  in  typhoid 
fever  may  be  taken  as  examples. 

The  inflamed  gland  is  enlarged,  its  vessels  hypersemic,  and  the 
tissue  softened.  The  enlargement  is  due  to  a  great  increase  of  lym- 
phoid cells  which  accumulate  largely  in  the  sinuses.  The  stellate  cells 
forming  the  reticulum  of  the  sinus  also  swell,  and  their  nuclei  divide. 
The  exact  source  of  the  added  lymphoid  cells  is  difficult  to  determine 
mth  certainty.  They  may  arise  by  division  of  the  existing  cells  of  the 
gland,  and  we  know  that  the  gland  is  normally  occupied  in  cell-forma- 
tion; but  they  may  have  their  origin  in  part  in  the  emigration  of  white 
corpuscles  from  the  vessels,  and  further,  the  primary  inflammation  of 
the  periphery  may  send  its  contingent.  The  inflammation  may  subside 
and  the  gland  return  to  its  normal  condition;  the  new-formed  cells  may 
possibly  pass  on  into  the  eff-erent  vessel  and  be  disposed  of  in  the 
circulation.  Not  infrequently  suppuration  occurs,  the  tissue  of  the 
gland  breaks  down  and  an  abscess  is  the  result.  We  have  thus  a 
suppurating  bubo.  The  inflammation  usually  extends  to  the  capsule 
and  surrounding  tissue  which  is  involved  in  the  suppuration.  In  this 
way  the  abscess  advances,  and  the  pus  is  finally  discharged  at  a  surface  • 
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It  is  a  common  occurrence  for  such  abscesses  to  discharge  on  the  surface 
of  the  body,  but  they  may  burst  into  bronchi,  into  serous  cavities,  etc. 
If  the  inllammation  be  of  an  infective  nature  colonies  of  bacteria  may 
be  found  in  the  pus.  Organisms  have  Ijeen  found,  for  instance,  in  the 
pus  of  inflamed  glands  in  jjyaemia  and  in  splenic  fever.  It  is  to  be 
added  that  some  of  these  severe  inflammations  have  a  haemorrhagic  and 
even  a  necrotic  or  gangrenous  character. 

Chronic  Lymphadenitis. — This  term  might  be  made  to  include  a 
number  of  conditions  which  will  be  afterwards  referred  to  as  occurring 
in  leulva3mia,  Hodgkin's  disease,  etc.,  as  well  as  scrofulous  disease  of 
the  glands.  Aj^art  from  these  we  have  a  chronic  inflammation  in  con- 
nection with  prolonged  irritation  of  the  glands.  We  have  seen  this  in 
the  case  of  the  introduction  of  foreign  substances,  where  the  solid 
particles  are  conveyed  to  the  glands.  It  occurs  also  in  connection  with 
prolonged  peripheral  irritation,  as  where  an  eczema  of  the  leg  or  the 
scalp  produces  an  enlargement  of  the  corresponding  glands.  The  in- 
flammation here  results  in  increase  of  the  entire  elements  of  the  gland, 
or  else  in  a  preponderating  increase  of  the  connective-tissue  stroma  such 
as  we  saw  to  occur  in  the  induration  associated  with  pigmentation. 

Scrofulous  Disease  of  the  Lymphatic  Glands.— This  is  a  con- 
dition concerning  which  considerable  difference  of  opinion  has  existed. 
The  process  is  a  very  chronic  one,  and  in  many  of  its  features  it  may  be 
regarded  as  an  inflammation,  but  it  is  an  inflammation  presentmg  the 
peculiarity  that  caseous  necrosis  is  of  constant  occurrence.  There  is  no 
doubt  that,  if  not  at  the  very  outset,  yet  at  a  comparatively  early  stage 
in  the  process,  tubercles  occur  in  the  scrofulous  gland,  that  is  to  say 
nodules  having  one  or  more  giant  cells  in  their  centres  and  the  remain- 
ing constituents  arranged  as  in  the  mihary  tubercle  (see  Fig.  53,  p.  157). 
The  observation  of  the  tubercular  bacillus  in  scrofulous  glands  is  the  cul- 
minating evidence  that  the  disease  is  tubercular  and  is  due  to  a  specific 
virus.  But  this  virus  like  many  others  acts  on  tissues  which  are  predis- 
posed. It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  virus  is  present  in  abundance 
around  us,  but  it  only  finds  a  fitting  nidus  in  certain  persons.  We  may 
perhaps  say  that  persons  so  predisposed  are  of  the  scrofulous  habit,  and 
of  such  persons  some  are  specially  vulnerable  in  the  lymphatic  glands 
and  some  in  other  structures. 

Even  in  persons  predisposed  the  disease  generally  begins  in  the 
glands  in  connection  with  a  peripheral  irritation.    It  is  most  common 
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ill  the  glands  of  the  neck  and  may  take  its  start  in  a  catarrh  of  the 
pharynx.  At  first  there  is  simple  enlargement,  and  it  may  be  difficult 
to  say  whether  it  is  a  true  tubercular  disease  or  not,  all  the  more  as 
many  of  these  indolent  enlargements  by  and  by  resolve  completely. 
We  may  suppose  that  the  tubercular  virus  is  conveyed  to  the  glands 
along  with  the  jH-oducts  of  the  peripheral  inflammation,  but  that  it  may 
iiot  be  abundant  enough  to  produce  a  permanent  tuberculosis,  or  else 
the  glands  are  vigorous  enough  to  prevent  a  jDermanent  lodgement  for 
the  time  being.  The  evidence  that  the  disease  is  definitely  scrofulous 
in  its  nature  is  the  occurrence  of  caseous  metamorjDhosis. 

As  already  indicated,  the  first  change  in  the  gland  is  enlargement, 
due  mainly  to  a  great  accumulation  of  round  cells  chiefly  in  the 
lymph -sinuses  and  follicles.  These  may  accumulate  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  obscure  the  reticulum,  and  when  the  gland  is  cut  intO' 
the  follicles  jsroject  as  little  softer  j^rominences.  The  gland,  as  a 
hole,  is  softer  than  normal,  and  of  a  greyish  white  colour.  Caseous 
I'crosis  soon  occurs.  It  begins  usually  at  a  number  of  different  centres, 
arly  simultaneously,  and  it  extends  outward  from  them.  The  occur- 
uce  of  tubercles  precedes  the  caseous  necrosis,  and  in  the  extension  of 
•^hat  process  the  tubercles  are  inextricably  united  with  the  remaining 
tissue.  The  tubercles  may  be  overlooked  in  the  lymphatic  gland  on 
account  of  the  cellular  nature  of  the  gland  itself,  but  they  have  all  the 
characters  of  tubercles  elsewhere. 

The  caseous  necrosis  of  course  stops  all  growth  in  the  parts  which  it 
involves,  but  outside  the  caseous  areas  the  gland  may  go  on  enlarging 
I  >y  increase  of  the  glandular  tissue  and  formation  of  tubercles!  The 
<  aseous  metamorphosis  by  its  extension  by  and  by  comes  to  involve 
tlie  greater  part  of  the  gland,  which  now  has  a  very  hard  feeling,  and 
";i  section  presents  a  firm  homogeneous  yellow  aspect  which  has  been 
a  I -tly  compared  to  that  of  a  raw  potato.  Sometimes  a  grey  external 
/ 'lie  can  be  seen  outside  the  caseous  material,  and  this  represents  the 
]-urt  where  growth  has  been  still  going  on.  Under  the  microscope  the 
caseous  material  has  the  usual  homogeneously  granular  and  opaque 
a  ppearance,  and  differences  of  structure  are  hardly  to  be  made  out,  the 
"  liole  tissue  including  the  tubercles  being  involved  in  a  common  fate. 
Sometimes  the  outlines  of  the  tubercles  are  vaguely  visible,  and  scaly 
looknig  objects  may  be  discovered  which  represent  the  altered  giant- 
cells.  ° 

After  the  gland  has  become  caseous  it  may,  in  process  of  time 
-mdergo  further  changes.    It  might  be  supposed  that  in  each  caseous 
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gland  there  would  be  a  great  lal)oratory  for  the  tuljercular  virus  which 
would  thus  be  sown  largely  in  the  body.    As  compared  with  the  great 
frequency  of  sci'ofulous  disease,  this  occurrence,  however,  is  one  of 
great  rarity.    We  do  find  general  tuberculosis  developing  in  connection 
with  caseous  glands,  but  it  is  by  no  means  common.    The  change  in 
the  gland  probably  interrupts  the  flow  of  the  lymph,  and,  just  as  in  the 
case  of  cancer,  the  gland  actually  shuts  off  the  general  circulation  from 
the  infection.    The  caseous  mass  may  then  be  regarded  as  ol)solete,  but 
by  its  presence  it  is  very  frequently  a  source  of  irritation  and  conse- 
quent inflammation.    The  inflammation  may  be  chronic  and  result  in 
thickening  of  the  capsule  and  production  of  connective  tissue  around. 
In  this  way  masses  of  caseous  glands  are  sometimes  united  into  firm 
packets ;  or  the  individual  glands  may  be  separately  encapsuled.  In 
either  case  one  of  two  results  may  follow.    The  caseous  mass  may  be- 
come infiltrated  with  lime  salts,  so  as  to  form  a  mortary  or  putty-hke 
mass,  which  may  ultimately  dry  in  and  become  like  stone.    This  re- 
sult we  very  often  see  in  the  mesenteric  glands.     Or  the  caseous 
material  after  a  time  may  undergo  softening,  and  be  converted  into  a 
yellow  grumous  fluid  resembling  pus,  but  containing  debris  instead  of 
pus  corpuscles.    This  soft  material  often  gives  rise  to  an  acute  inflam- 
mation around  the  gland,  so  that  a  true  abscess  results  in  which  pus  is 
mixed  with  caseous  debris.   This  process  occurs  mostly  in  subcutaneous 
glands,  and  the  pus  by  and  by  finds  its  way  to  the  surface  and  is  dis- 
charged.   The  resulting  ulcer  is  apt  to  be  a  very  chronic  one,  the  skin 
and  underlying  tissue  are  swollen  and  converted  into  granulation-tissue 
and  tubercles  may  develop  in  them.    This  fact  indicates  that  the  caseous 
material  does  not  readily  lose  its  virulent  properties,  and  it  is  well 
known  that  till  the  whole  remains  of  the  gland  and  unhealthy  tissue 
are  cleared  out,  sound  granulations  will  hardly  form.    It  sometimes 
occurs  that,  without  undergoing  softening,  the  caseous  gland  gives  rise 
to  acute  inflammation  around,  with  the  formation  of  an  abscess  as  already 
described.     The  suppuration  in  that  case  will  follow  much  more 
rapidly  on  the  enlargement,  and  the  whole  process  ^vill  be  a  more 
.acute  one. 

Besides  this  scrofulous  disease  which  may  be  regarded  as  a  primary 
tuberculosis,  the  lymphatic  glands  are  liable  to  several  forms  of  SECOND- 
ARY TUBERCULOSIS.  They  are  very  often  the  seat  of  tubercles  m  acute 
general  tuberculosis.  Here  the  tubercles  are  fresh  and  the  enlarged 
glands  are  dotted  with  grey  nodules.    Again,  in  local  tuberculosis  of 
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other  organs  we  find  the  corresponding  lymphatic  glands  involved. 
This  is  commonest  in  the  bronchial  glands  as  a  consequence  of  phthisis 
pulmonahs  and  in  the  mesenteric  glands  in  connection  with  tuberculosis 
of  the  intestine.  The  glands  in  most  cases  undergo  changes  similar  to 
those  of  the  scrofulous  glands,  but  the  enlargement  is  not  generally  so 
great.  On  the  other  hand  the  tubercles  and  gland  tissue  sometimes 
undergo  the  fibrous  metamorphosis,  so  that  the  glands  seem  to  be  the 
seat  of  chronic  indurative  inflammation. 

Syphilitic  disease  of  the  glands  partakes  of  the  characters  of  a 
chronic  inflammation  in  which  the  new-formed  elements  show  the 
usual  tendencies  of  the  syphihtic  new-formation  partly  to  degenerate 
and  partly  to  form  connective  tissue. 

Degenerative  changes  in  the  glands  are  not  of  very  common 
occurrence  apart  from  scrofula  and  syphilis.  Atrophy  may  occur  just 
as  in  any  other  tissue  in  old  age  or  emaciation.  Amyloid  disease  is  the 
commonest  form  of  degeneration,  but  it  does  not  usually  occur  in  a 
high  degree,  and  it  is  only  occasionally  that  the  glands  are  enlarged 
and  rendered  firmer  by  the  degeneration.  For  the  most  part  it  is 
detected  only  when  the  glands  are  examined  microscopically  with  the 
aid  of  iodine  or  methylviolet.  The  disease  appears  to  attack  mainly 
the  reticulum  of  the  gland,  and  one  can  sometimes  make  out  the  swollen 
hyaline  network,  or  even  detect  how  the  normal  reticulum  swells  out 
into  the  degenerated  network.  Recently  a  form  of  degeneration  has  been 
described  under  the  name  of  colloid  degeneration.  It  occurs  in  old 
persons  and  seems  of  no  special  significance.  The  gland  shows  a  series 
of  alveoli  filled  with  colloid  material,  or  the  blood-vessels  and  trabecules 
of  the  gland  become  hyaline,  the  appearance  resembling  that  in  amyloid 
disease  but  Avithout  the  reaction. 

Tumours. — Of  these  the  principal  forms  have  been  described 
already.  There  is  the  typhoid  lymphoma,  the  leuksemic  lymphoma, 
the  lymph-adenoma  and  lympho-sarcoma.  We  have  also  seen  that 
in  Hodgkin's  disease  we  have  an  enlargement  of  the  glands  similar 
to  that  which  occurs  in  leukaemia  but  without  the  alteration  in  the 
blood.  In  that  disease  the  spleen  may  also  be  affected  as  it  is  in 
leukfemia,  and  so  the  name  of  pseudo-leukgemia  sometimes  appHed  to  it 
is  warranted.  Besides  the  lympho-sarcoma  already  described,  we  some- 
times meet  with  more  ordinary  sarcomas  of  the  lymphatic  glands,  and 


388 


DISEASES  OF  TllK  ORGANS  OF  CIRCUI-ATION. 


these  may  be  of  the  spindle-celled  or  round-celled  kind.  These  tumours 
are  not  common,  an.l,  perhaps,  their  most  frequent  seat  of  ongni  is  the 
retro-peritoneal  glands  near  the  head  of  the  pancreas.  Tumours  aris- 
ing here  may  grow  to  very  large  dimensions.  Secondary  sarcomas  are 
very  unconnnon  in  the  lymphatic  glands.  On  the  other  hand  cancer 
very  frequently  develops  secondarily  here,  and  in  all  its  forms.  A  tew 
cases  of  suppose.l  primary  epithehoma  of  the  glands  have  been  re- 
corded. 

THE  SPLEEN. 

The  exact  nature  of  the  function  of  this  organ  is  somewhat  obscure 
In  order  to  understand  the  various  changes  which  it  undergoes,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  certain  facts  as  to  its  structure.  The  splenic 
artery  as  it  enters  the  organ  is  accompanied  by  connective  tissue  which 
forms  a  continuous  sheath  around  its  branches.  In  this  sheath  there 
develop  at  intervals  little  masses  of  lymphoid  tissue,  forming  the  Mal- 
pi.hian  bodies,  which  are  therefore  lymphatic  folHcles  closely  related  to 
the  arterial  branches.    The  arteries  break  up  into  capiUanes  which  are 

mostly   distrilDuted  in 
the  Malpighian  bodies, 
where    they    form  a 
somewhat  Avide-meshed 
network.    At  the  peri- 
phery of  the  Malpighian 
bodies  the  capillaries 
open  into  the  splenic 
pulp,  which  is,  as  it 
were,    interposed  be- 
tween  the  capillaries 
and  the  veins.  This 
consists   of   a  honey  - 
comb-like structure, 
mth  frequent  trabeculae 
and  meshes   (see  e,  c, 
Fig.  186).   The  meshes 

Rg.i86  .-stvuctu«  contain  blood,  but  also 


MALFORMATIONS  OF  THE  SPLEEN. 


pigment  and  from  the  fact  that  it  is  full  of  blood.  The  Malpighian 
bodies  being  lymphoid  in  structure,  and  sparely  vascularized,  are 
whitish  in  colour.  It  is  clear  from  this  structure  that  the  blood  passing 
into  the  spleen  by  the  arteries  Avill  linger  long  in  the  organ,  and  will 
especially  stagnate  in  the  meshes  of  the  pulp.  It  seems  probable  that 
in  the  pulp  the  red  corpuscles  are  to  some  extent  destroyed.  The 
existence  in  the  normal  sjileen  of  cells  containing  red  corpuscles  and 
pigment  seems  to  indicate  this.  The  spleen  also  probably  gives  origin 
to  white  corpuscles,  but  it  shares  this  function  with  the  lymphatic 
glands,  and  the  medulla  of  bone,  as  well  as  probably  the  Avidely  diffused 
connectiA''e  tissue  throughout  the  body.  Some  have  supposed  that  the 
spleen  also  forms  red  corpuscles,  but  this  is  exceedingly  doubtful. 

From  these  remarks  it  will  be  understood  that  the  amount  of  blood 
in  the  sj)leen  will  be  subject  to  great  variations  according  as  the  pulp  is 
more  or  less  distended.  The  pulp  forms  by  far  the  greatest  part  of  the 
substance  of  the  spleen,  and  according  as  its  honeycomb  structure  is 
more  or  less  full  of  blood  will  the  size  of  the  organ  vary.  Accordingly 
there  is  no  organ  in  the  body  which  varies  so  much  in  size,  even  under 
jjhysiological  circumstances.  During  digestion  there  is  an  active  hyper- 
asmia  Avhich  causes  enlargement  of  the  organ.  Again,  the  cajisule  and 
trabeculse  of  the  spleen  are  abundantly  supplied  with  smooth-muscle 
fibre-cells,  and  its  size  is  influenced  by  the  state  of  contraction  of 
these.  It  is  well  known  that  by  electric  stimulation  the  size  of  the 
organ  may  be  diminished,  the  muscular  tissue  contracting. 

Malformations. — In  addition  to  the  spleen  in  its  usual  site,  and  of  its 
ordinary  size,  there  are  very  frequently  small  SUPERNUMERARY  spleens 
lying  in  its  neighbourhood.  These  are  generally  round  in  shape,  and 
have  the  dark  red  or  blue  colour  and  soft  structure  of  the  ordinary 
organ.  There  are  sometimes  several  of  these  present,  and  although 
usually  seated  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  spleeu  they  may  be  aAvay 
from  it,  having  even  been  found  embedded  in  the  head  of  the  pancreas. 
Cases  have  occurred  in  Avhich  there  have  been  tAvo  spleens  of  nearly  equal 
size.  The  spleen  is  also  liable  to  A-ariations  in  shape  and  position. 
These  may  be  congenital,  but  alterations  in  position  may  occur  during 
life,  chiefly  Avhen  the  organ  is  enlarged  and  alters  its  position  on  account 
of  .its  increased  weight.  Again,  there  may  be  an  unusual  length  of 
the  ligaments  so  as  to  allow  of  an  undue  mobility  of  the  organ.  This 
also  may  be  congenital,  or  it  may  be  due  to  a  stretching  of  the 
ligaments  from  increased  weight. 
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Active  or  Congestive  Hyper^emia  and  Inflammation, — We 
have  already  seen  that  an  active  hyperjBinia  of  the  spleen  occurs  physio- 
logically during  digestion ;  it  is  met  with  as  a  distinctly  pathological 
condition,  and  frequently  in  a  very  exaggei'ated  form,  in  a  variety  of 
acute  general  diseases.    In  this  country  it  is  often  seen  in  the  highest 
degree  in  typhus  fever,  but  it  is  found  also  in  other  acute  fevers, 
in  pysemia,  in  pneumonia,  diphtheria,  erysipelas.     This  hyperemia 
is   generally  to  be   regarded  as  inflammatory  in  its   nature,  the 
primary  stage  of  an  acute  inflammation  of  the  organ.    In  the  group 
of  diseases  referred  to,  the  blood  is  in  a  pecuhariy  irritating  condi- 
tion.   We  know  that  the  various  parenchymatous  organs,  the  muscles, 
and   so   on,   show  evidences  of  inflammatioil  in  the  presence  ^  of 
cloudy  swelling,  and  this  is  to  be  traced  to  the  irritating  condition 
of  the  blood.     In  these  organs  there  is  doubtless  dilatation  of  the 
vessels,  but  in  the  case  of  the  spleen  the  hypersemia  produces  much 
more  marked  results  on  account  of  the  structure  of  the  organ.  Th(3 
hyper^emic  spleen  is  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  capsule  stretched.  In 
some  cases  of  tyi^hus  and  intermittent  fever  the  enlargement  has  been 
so  great  and  sudden  as  to  rupture  the  ca,psule.    The  name  acute  splenic 
TUMOUR  is  sometimes  given  to  this  hypera^mic  enlargement.    It  will  be 
inferred  that  in  this  condition  the  splenic  tissue  is  exceedingly  soft,  some- 
times almost  diffluent,  and  the  colour  of  the  cut  surface  is  a  dark  red. 

But  the  condition  does  not  continue  as  a  pure  hyperemia.   The  cells 
forming  the  honeycomb  structure  of  the  pulp  enlarge,  the  blood-vessels 
and  the  meshes  of  the  pulp  come  to  contain  more  round  cells  or  white 
blood-corpuscles.     These  are  all  indications  of  inflammation   and  a 
further  indication  is  sometimes  afforded  by  the  deposition  of  fibrine  on 
the  capsule  of  the  spleen.    The  Malpighian  bodies  sometimes  undergo 
enlargement  in  this  stage,  but  not  in  all  the  diseases  named.  This  is  most 
frequently  seen  in  the  later  stages  of  typhoid  fever  and  small-pox,  and 
when  it  occurs  the  consistence  of  the  organ  is  firmer  than  is  usual 
in  the  acute  splenic  tumour.    In  this  stage  in  which_  more  definite  in- 
flammatory processes  are  superadded  to  the  congestion,  the  spleen  is 
"II  Ln  in  the  earher  stage,  and  it  may  reach  two,  three  or 
even  four  times  the  normal  size.    The  organ  is  unduly  soft,  and  on  sec^ 
ion  may  look  half-diffluent,  although  it  is  firmer  than  m  the  case 
w  thout  enlargement  of  the  Malpighian  bodies.    The  colour  of  the  cu 
:^rface  is  considerably  paler  than  in  the  earlier  period  b-g  ^ej^^ 
greyish  or  whitish  red.    On  scraping  the  surface  a  thick  jmce  is  obtained 
which  is  not  unhke  pus  mixed  with  blood. 
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As  a  general  rule  the  acute  splenic  tumour  diminishes  as  the  primary- 
disease  passes  off",  and  the  spleen  may  be  left  soft  and  loose  with 
wrinkled  capsule  and  unduly  prominent  trabeculse.  Sometimes  there 
results  a  chronic  inflammation  with  thickening  of  the  trabeculse,  but 
this  hardly  occurs  unless  there  have  been  repeated  attacks  of  hyper- 
£emia  as  in  malarial  fevers,  and  occasionally  in  typhoid  fever. 

It  is  a  very  rare  circumstance  for  suppuration  to  occur  in  the 
inflamed  spleen,  but  this  has  been  met  with  in  intermittent  fever.  In 
such  cases  the  pus  appears  in  numerous  little  points  which  represent  the 
Malpighian  follicles,  or  there  is  a  more  diffuse  suppuration  of  the  spleen 
If  the  abscess  bursts  externally  a  fatal  peritonitis  results. 

Among  the  cases  of  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  spleen  should 
be  mentioned  those  in  which  ulcerative  endocarditis  or  pygemia  is  the 
primary  disease.  In  that  case  minute  emboli  are  frequently  carried  to 
the  spleen  as  to  other  structures,  and  being  of  a  septic  nature  they  each 
form  the  focus  of  an  acute  inflammation,  which  has  at  first  a  hsemor- 
rhagic  character,  and  afterwards  passes  on  to  suppuration.  The  spleen 
as  a  whole  is  enlarged  by  active  hypereemia. 

Chronic  Inflamjiation. — In  cases  where  the  inflammatory  enlarge- 
ment is  repeated  frequently,  or  there  is  a  more  continuous  irritation  of 
the  spleen,  we  have  what  may  be  called  a  chronic  inflammation,  causing 
the  CHRONIC  SPLENIC  TUMOUR.  This  is  very  common  in  malarious  dis- 
tricts, and  is  regularly  met  with  in  persons  who  have  been  repeatedly 
subject  to  attacks  of  ague.  But  in  such  districts  it  occurs  even  in 
persons  who  have  had  no  apparent  ague,  so  that  almost  every  post- 
mortem examination  reveals  a  chronic  AGUE  CAKE.  As  already  men- 
tioned there  may  be  a  more  or  less  permanent  enlargement  in  prolonged 
typhoid  fever.  Syphihs  in  the  acute  stages  produces  an  acute  splenic 
tumour,  which  may  result  in  the  chronic  form,  but  by  no  means  con- 
stantly.   Again,  the  chronic  form  may  occur  in  congenital  syphilis. 

The  enlargement  may  depend  on  a  general  hypertrophy  of  the 
spleen,  so  that  the  consistence  of  the  organ  is  nearly  normal.  There  is, 
however,  considerable  increase  of  the  lymphoid  elements  and  the  tra- 
beculse  are  thickened.  There  is  frequently  also  increased  pigmentation. 
In  other  cases  there  is  a  marked  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  in 
the  trabecular,  the  pulp  is  firmer  and  the  blood  spaces  reduced  in  size. 
This  condition  warrants  the  designation  fibrous  induration  of  the 
spleen.  The  organ  as  a  whole  is  not  so  much  enlarged  as  in  the  other 
form,  but  it  is  much  firmer  and  harder,  so  that  the  name  ague  cake  is 
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peculiarly  applicable  liero.    In  extreme  cases  there  is  atrophy  of  the 
proper  constituents  of  the  spleen ;  the  pulp  is  much  encroached  on,  and  the 
Malpighian  follicles  are  greatly  destroyed.    There  is  usually  also  much 
deposition  of  pigment  in  the  si)lenic  tissue,  especially  in  the  pulp,  bui 
also  to  a  slight  extent  in  the  Malpighian  bodies,  and  in  the  thickened 
connective  tissue  around  the  vessels  (see  Melanaemia).    In  Vjoth  forms 
of  chronic  tumour  of  the  spleen,  the  capsule  is  generally  thickened.  It 
is  usually  irregularly  so,  and  we  have  tendon-like  patches  or  loose 
shreddy  connective  tissue  on  the  surface.    Sometimes  the  capsule  ac 
quires  adhesions  to  neighbouring  structures,  and  the  spleen  may  be  so 
buried  in  adhesions  as  to  make  it  difficult  to  dissect  it  out.    It  is  to  Ix 
remembered,  however,  that  such  adhesions  are  very  frequent  apart  from 
ajiy  proper  disease  of  the  spleen  at  all,  being  due  to  inflammations  in 
its  neighbourhood.    In  this  latter  case  the  spleen  is  usually  small  and 
firm  in  its  texture. 

Passive  Hyper^.MIA.— This  condition  occurs  in  the  spleen  when 
there  is  any  considerable  obstruction  of  the  portal  circulation.  Hence 
we  meet  with  it  in  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  in  cases  of  heart  disease  which 
have  gone  on  to  general  venous  engorgement,  the  hypersemia  being,  as 
it  were,  transmitted  through  the  liver.  It  may,  indeed,  occur  m  conse- 
quence of  any  local  or  general  obstruction  whose  effects  extend  to  the 
splenic  vein.  The  organ  is  enlarged,  but  not  to  such  an  extent  as  in  the 
congestive  form.  As  in  other  cases  of  passive  hyperaemia  the  connective 
tissue  increases  in  firmness,  and  so  the  whole  organ  is  denser  than  usual, 
while  the  tissue  presents  a  deep  red  colour.  The  thickemng  of  the  con- 
nective tissue  affects  the  trabecular  and  the  sheaths  of  the  blood-vessels. 

The  Embolic  Infarction. -This  is  probably  of  more  frequent 
occurrence  in  the  spleen  than  in  any  other  organ,  except  perhaps  the 
lun-s  The  explanation  of  this  is  probably  the  large  size  of  the  splemc 
artery  We  have  already  seen  that  this  artery  and  all  its  branches 
are  end-arteries,  and  that  obstruction  of  one  of  them  can  hardly 
fail  to  cause  the  hemorrhagic  infarction.  At  first  the  infarction 
is  of  a  deep  red  colour,  and  has  more  or  less  the  form  of  a  wedge  with 
its  base  at\he  capsule.  On  handling  the  organ  it  is  to^e  ^e^^^^^ 
by  its  density,  forming  a  hard  mass  m  the  midst  of  the  soft  tissue^ 
As  a  rule,  there  are  several  infarctions  in  the  same  spleen  and 
t  the  Uolus  in  a  larger  trunk  may  break  up  and  be  d— d 
irregularly  in  various  branches,  we  may  have  very  complicated  forms 
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assumed  by  the  infcarction.  For  example,  it  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the 
superficial  parts  of  the  spleen  involved  over  a  large  area,  while  the  infarc- 
tion does  not  extend  much  beneath  the  surface,  as  if  the  emboli  had  been 
swept  into  a  number  of  terminal  branches  near  the  surface.  The  spleen, 
as  a  Avhole,  IS  ENLARGED,  the  obstruction  of  the  arteries  leading  to  a 
collateral  hypersemia  by  dilatation  of  those  remaining  open.  This  en- 
largement may  reach  considerable  dimensions.  On  the  capsular  surface 
of  the  infarction  there  is  often  a  deposition  of  fibrine,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  know  that  during  life  the  existence  of  this  has  been  sometimes 
diagnosed  by  the  discovery  of  friction  sound. 

From  what  has  gone  before,  it  will  be  understood  that  the  piece  of 
sjilenic  tissue  involved  in  the  infarction  is  in  a  state  of  necrosis.  At  the 
very  outset  the  elements  of  the  spleen  may  be  made  out,  the  spaces  in 
the  pulp,  the  veins  and  A^enous  sinuses  being  engorged  with  blood. 
After  a  time  the  tissues  become  less  recognizable,  they  seem  to  undergo 
a  coagulation,  and  at  the  same  time  fatty  degeneration  occurs  in  them. 
The  blood-colouring  matter  is  also  dissolved  out,  being  partly  absorbed 
and  partly  dej)osited  in  solid  granules  throughout  the  infarction.  The 
result  is  that  the  infarction  becomes  gradually  paler  in  colour,  and 
gains  in  consistence.  Around  the  infarction  a  chronic  inflammation 
occurs  with  the  usual  new-formation  of  connective  tissue.  As  the  infarc- 
tion becomes  absorbed  this  connective  tissue  draAvs  together,  the  final 
result,  as  we  have  already  seen,  being  a  cicatrix  in  Avhich  some  cheesy 
matter  may  be  found  rejDresenting  the  original  infarction.  During 
these  processes  the  spleen  gradually  returns  to  its  normal  size  and 
condition,  Avith,  it  may  be,  some  thickening  of  the  capsule.  We  fre- 
quently meet  with  one  or  more  cicatrices  in  the  spleen  from  old 
embolism.  These  are  always  visible  at  the  surface  and  penetrate 
inAvards,  but  often  they  have  little  depth. 

The  condition  of  the  spleen  in  LEUKEMIA  has  been  already  described, 
and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  spleen  may  be  enormously  increased 
in  size,  up  to  a  Aveight  of  40  pounds.  The  condition  in  pseudo-leukEemia 
or  Hodgkin's  disease  is  virtually  the  same. 

Rupture  of  the  Spleen— This  occurs  occasionally,  as  we  have 
seen,  in  acute  enlargements  of  the  organ.  But  traumatic  rupture  is 
much  more  frequent.  This  is  effected  by  blows  or  falls  on  the  abdomen, 
and  also  by  injuries  to  the  chest  by  which  the  lower  ribs  are  forced 
against  the  organ.    There  may  be  considerable  rupture  without  any 
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external  marks  of  injury.  It  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
enlarged  and  hard  spleen  is  more  liable  to  rupture  than  the  normal 
one,  both  on  account  of  its  more  brittle  character  and  its  size.  This 
is  important  in  a  medico-legal  aspect,  especially  in  malarious  districts. 
The  rupture  may  lead  to  fatal  hsomorrliage,  but  bleeding  is  often  associ- 
ated with  other  injuries,  and  only  plays  a  part  in  the  result.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  luBmorrhage  may  be  slight,  and  the  wound  may  heal 
and  leave  a  cicatrix. 

Degenerative  Changes.— Of  these  by  far  the  most  important  is 
AMYLOID  DISEASE.  It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  spleen 
is  more  frequently  the  seat  of  this  disease  than  any  other,  and  that  it 
appears  in  a  majority  of  cases  to  be  the  organ  primarily  affected.  There 
are  two  forms  of  amyloid  disease,  called  respectively  the  SAGO  FORM 
and  the  diffuse  form.  In  the  former  the  Malphighian  bodies  are 
mainly  engaged  ;  in  the  latter  the  pulp.  We  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  conditions  which  induce  these  differences  in  the  situation  of  the 
deo-eneration,  but  there  must  be  some  important  diversity  m  the  causes 

of  the  two  forms.  ,     ,  ,      i  i 

The  Sago  Spleen.-Iii  this  form  the  organ  is  moderately  enlarged. 


on  section  we  observe  on  the  cnt  surface, 

Malpighian  bodies,  transparent  glanemg  areas  which  ha,e 
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ajitly  compared  to  grains  of  boiled  sago.  These  are  dotted  over  the 
surface  in  great  profusion.  On  applying  iodine  solution  the  affected 
areas  stand  out  as  brown  spots,  which  become  of  a  deeper  colour  on 
adding  dilute  sulphuric  acid.  Microscopic  sections  (see  Fig.  187)  show 
transparent  hyaline  areas  of  round  shape  and  larger  or  smaller  size,  often 
so  large  that  they  are  continuous  with  one  another  at  their  peripheries. 
These  areas  represent  Malpighian  bodies,  which,  when  the  disease  is  ad- 
vanced, are  entirely  replaced  by  a  nearly  homogeneous  transparent  tissue. 
In  the  early  stages,  however,  the  addition  of  methylviolet  or  iodine 
brings  out  a  beautiful  network  in  the  Malpighian  body,  and  it  is  obvi- 
ous that  the  reticulum  is  first  attacked.  Even  in  the  early  stage  it 
can  be  seen  that  the  lymphoid  corj)uscles  are  also  to  some  extent  in- 
volved, and  as  the  disease  progresses  they  are  more  and  more  affected, 
although  to  some  extent  they  may  be  destroyed  by  the  enlargement  of 
the  reticulum.  The  arteries  whose  lymphoid  bodies  are  thus  affected 
are  often  themselves  degenerated,  but  they  may  remain  unaffected. 
In  advanced  stages  of  the  disease  the 
enormous  enlargement  of  the  Malpighian 
bodies  causes  atrophy  of  the  pulp,  and 
we  may  have  the  spleen  j)resenting  little 
beyond  large  round,  sago-like  bodies. 
The  pulp  may,  however,  itself  take  part 
in  the  amyloid  disease  at  the  periphery 
of  the  Malj)ighian  bodies. 

The  Diffuse  Amyloid  Spleen. — 
In  this  form  the  spleen  undergoes  much 
greater  enlargement  than  in  the  sago 
form.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  hard 
and  heavy,  and  the  edges  rounded.  On 
section  the  tissue  seems  close  and  inelas- 
tic, and  of  a  dark  transparent  appear- 
ance. The  degeneration  affects  the 
greater  part  of  the  spleen,  but  there 
may  be  islands  of  normal  pulp  visible. 
The  Malpighian  bodies  are  hardly  visible, 
and  the  cut  surface  has  a  smooth  uniform 
appearance.  The  apphcation  of  iodine  swoUen  and  trarsiu'l^Mit^tfsS^^^^  the 
produces  a  general  deep  brown  colour-  ^^^^^    -  "^o-  (After  Kvb.k.) 

ation  of  the  tissue.  Under  the  microscope  (as  shown  in  Fig.  188)  it 
appears  that  the  trabecule  of  the  pulp  are  involved,  and  the  arrange- 
ment of  these  trabeculse  is  brought  out  in  the  early  stages  on  the  addition 
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of  mcthylviolot  or  iodine.  In  the  later  stages  the  appearance  is  more 
uniform,  hut  indications  of  the  trabecular  arrangement  may  still  he 
Ndsible.  By  the  enlargement  of  the  pulp  the  Malphigian  bodies  av. 
greatly  atrophied,  but  they  may  show  traces  of  amyloid  disease.  In 
this  form  the  walls  of  the  arteries  and  veins  are  amyloid. 

Tuberculosis  does  not  occur  in  the  spleen  as  a  primary  disease,  but 
in  acute  general  tuberculosis  we  frequently  find  tul)ercles  in  great 
abundance.    The  tubercles  are  usually  seated  in  the  neighlwurhood  oi 
arteries,  and  are  often  difficult  to  distinguish  from  the  lymphoid  Mai 
pi-hian  bodies  which  have  a  similar  seat.    The  existence  of  tli. 
giant-cell  structure  and  the  tendency  to  caseous  degeneration  will  assist 
in  distinguishing  them.     Occasionally  we  meet  with  large  caseous 
masses  in  the  spleen,  which  may  reach  the  size  of  walnuts.  Thes, 
occur  mostly  in  children  who  are  the  subjects  of  scrofulous  disease  of  the 
Ivmphatic  glands.   The  general  distribution  of  the  nodules  suggests  that 
the  infective  material  has  been  carried  by  the  blood,  and  in  some  case- 
there  may  be  a  rupture  of  a  softened  gland  into  the  splenic  artery.  Syphi- 
litic gummata  are  very  rare  in  the  spleen,  and  have  been  met  with 
chiefly  in  congenital  cases.    Other  tumours  are  equally  rare,  but  cases 
of  FIBROMA,  SARCOMA,  and  One  case  of  a  pulsating  cavernous  angioma 
have  been  observed.    SARCOMAS  occur  secondarily  m  the  spleen  witl. 
.reater  frequency  than  any  primary  tumour,  and  this  is  especially  true 
of  melanotic  sarcomas,  which  may  possibly  originate  m  the  spleen 
Secondary  cancers  only  occur  in  cases  where   from  the  general 
diffusion  of  such  tumours,  we  may  infer  that  the  mfective  material  has 
found  its  way  into  the  blood. 

The  Bone  MiEBOW.-The  medulla  of  bone  is  now  generally  re- 
garded as  forming  a  part  of  the  circulatory  .ystem.  The  ..e^. 
of  the  spongy  bones  is  to  some  extent,  m  structure  and  in  tunctK,,, 
ZZol  to  the  lymphatic  glands  and  spleen.  In  normal  comhtmn, 
thrmedulla  contains  iucleat^d  cells  of  a  yellowish  tmt  which  ai-e  pro- 
bXred  corpuscles  in  process  of  development  Most  of  the  cond.tioi. 
d  "  ired  occurring  i'n  the  spleen  have  their  ^^^^l^^ 
m.irrow  We  have  already  seen  that  in  leukemia  theie  are  changes 
"ondl!;  to  the  lymphatic  new-formation  in-the  '^I'^^-  Jl^^l 
1  •  n,r  ;r,  rpl«n-mino-  fever  and  small  pox,  Dui  aiso  m 
fevers,  and  especially  m  lelapsm    te^  i     ^^^,,,1,  of  the 

pyemia,  typhus,  J^^^^^^^^^^^^  p,^  ent  these  facts 

marrowandgreataccumulationof  ro  mdcelis.    A  p 

must  be  regarded  rather  as  indications  of  the  direction 
investigation  should  go  than  as  a  solul  basis  of  fact. 
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TNTEODUCTION. — In  studying  the  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 
it  is  very  impoi'tant  to  carry  along  with  us  some  general  conception 
as  to  the  anatomical  and  physiological  relations. 

The  simiDlest  idea  of  a  nervous  sj^stem  is  that  of  a  central  ganglion 
cell  with  an  afierent  or  centripetal  fibre  and  an  efferent  or  centrifugal 
one.  An  approach  to  this  simjilest  form  of  nervous  system  is  afforded 
us  in  the  case  of  the  heart.  We  have  here  in  the  substance  of  the 
organ  certain  groups  of  ganglion  cells,  which  possess  on  the  one  hand 
centripetal  fibres  coming  chiefly  from  the  endocardium,  and  on  the 
other  hand  centrifugal  fibres  passing  to  the  muscular  fibres  of  the  heart. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that  impressions  conveyed  from  the  endocardium 
induce  the  development  of  impulses  which  are  conveyed  by  the  centri- 
fugal fibres  to  the  muscle  and  bring  about  its  contraction. 

But  these  intrinsic  ganglia  of  the  heart,  although  forming  with  their 
connections  a  complete  nervous  system,  are  not  entirely  isolated  and 
independent.  They  are  under  the  command  of  higher  centres  which 
control  their  action  and  through  them  effect  the  contractions  of  the 
heart.  From  these  higher  centres  fibres  reach  the  heart  by  two  paths, 
by  the  vagus  and  by  the  sympathetic,  and  by  means  of  these  fibres  the 
action  of  the  intrinsic  ganglia  is  restrained  or  stimulated. 

Taking  a  general  survey  of  the  nervous  system  we  find  that  among 
the  innumerable  centres  there  are  grades  or  orders  to  be  recognized,  the 
lower  or  simpler  being  under  the  control  of  the  higher  and  more 
complex.  Leaving  aside  the  peripheral  centres  and  the  sympathetic 
system  we  may  fitly  illustrate  this  in  the  case  of  the  cerebro-spinal  axis. 

In  the  spinal  cord,  as  we  shall  see  more  particularly  afterwards, 
there  are,  chiefly  in  the  anterior  cornua,  groups  of  ganglion  cells  which 
form  distinct  individual  centres.    Many  of  these  appear  to  be  of  the 
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simplest  and  lowest  kind,  representing,  as  it  were,  single  muscles  or 
limited  groups  of  muscles.    The  stimulation  of  such  simple  centres 
would  produce  no  properly  co-ordinated  movement,  hut  simply  the 
contraction  of  a  muscle  or  muscles.     But  in  the  cord  itself  there  are 
centres  of  a  higher  order  than  this,  representing,  not  single  muscles  or 
very  limited  groups,  but  more  considerable  groups  of  associated  muscles, 
so  that  movements  of  some  complexity  are  brought  about  by  tlieir 
stimulation.    The  lower  order  of  centres  are  under  the  control  of  the 
higher,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  higher  in  bringing  about 
movements  do  not  act  directly  on  the  muscles,  but  stimulate  in  the  first 
instance  the  lower  centres,  Avhich  then  act  directly  on  the  muscles.   It  is 
to  be  understood  that  even  the  higher  centres  in  the  cord  are,  as  compared 
with  those  in  the  brain,  of  a  very  low  order,  and  are  only  capalile^  of 
effecting  such  simple  actions  as  the  extension  of  the  toes,  the  drawing 

up  of  the  leg,  etc.  .  i 

The  mediilla  oblongata  may  be  regarded  as  simply  an  extension  l 
upwards  of  the  spinal  cord.  Its  centres  are  scarcely  of  a  higher  order 
than  those  of  the  cord,  and  the  movements  which  may  be  effected  by  it 
alone  are  of  the  simplest  character.  In  it  are  massed  the  great  centiv 
which  have  the  control  of  the  respiratory  movements,  and  the  contrac- 
tion and  dilatation  of  the  blood-vessels.  The  muscles  of  the  tongue, 
mouth,  pharynx,  etc.,  are  represented  here  as  are  those  of  the  legs  and 

trunk  in  the  spinal  cord.  ■,      n       i  n 

Passin-  to  the  centres  next  in  order  above  the  cord  and  metkiila 
oblongata^we  reach  the  so-called  middle  brain,  including  the  centres  m 
the  pons  varolii,  the  corpora  quadrigemina,  and  as  perhaps  of  a  still 
hi-her  order,  the  cerebellum.     Many  animals  can  go  through  very 
elaborate  movements  when  deprived  of  all  parts  above  this  middle  brain. 
A  pigeon  can  fly,  a  frog  can  leap,  and  a  rabbit  can  run.     There  is  how^ 
ever  a  want  of  spontaneity  in  the  movements,  which  present  many  o 
the  characters  of  complex  reflex  or  automatic  actions.    A  rabbit  wiU 
remain  quiet  till  its  foot  is  pinched  and  will  then  set  about  rimmng. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  movements  effected  by  means  of  the 
middle  brain  require  the  action  of  the  same  muscles  as  those  m  which 
the  spinal  cord  alone  is  concerned,  but  the  combinations  are  more 
complex  and  the  grouping  of  the  muscles  more  intricate    It  is  o  bo 
..'.A  that  in  effecting  these  more  complex  movements  the  higher 


presumed  that  in  effecting  these  more  complex  movemeu  .  u..  .  , 
entres  act  in  the  first  place  on  the  lower,  and,  tlirough  them,   n  Jl.e 
muscles,  the  lower  centres  in  the  cord  being  thus  a  necessaiy 
in  the  chain. 


INTRODUCTION. 


899 


In  man  the  middle  brain  appears  to  be  much  less  independent  than 
in  the  lower  animals.  In  many  animals,  as  we  have  seen,  a  stimulus 
coming  from  the  periphery  may  induce  such  complex  acts  as  flying, 
leaping,  nmning,  but  it  is  not  so  in  man.  If  the  centres  for  such  acts 
are  situated  in  the  middle  brain  in  man,  they  are  so  dependent  on  the 
higher  centres  that  when  their  connection  with  these  is  severed  they  are 
only  able  to  act  very  imperfectly.  A  person  may  be  completely  para- 
lysed on  one  side  by  the  connection  being  divided  between  the  middle 
and  upper  brain,  but  when  such  a  person  yawns  the  paralysed  arm  will 
often  move  in  an  exaggerated  fashion  entirely  independent  of  the  will. 
Yawning  is  an  exaggerated  inspiration,  and  in  order  to  elevate  the  chest 
the  arm  is  stretched  upwards  and  backwards  so  as  to  bring  the  pecto- 
ralis  into  action  on  the  chest  wall.  When  we  have  command  of  ourselves 
we  can  control  these  movements,  but  when  the  middle  brain  is  severed, 
the  paralysed  arm  may  act  in  an  exaggerated  fashion. 

Passing  now  to  the  basal  ganglia  of  the  cerebrum  we  find  here 
a  series  of  centres  of  a  very  high  order.  When  such  animals  as  the  dog 
and  cat  are  deprived  of  all  centres  higher  than  the  corpus  striatum, 
they  are  capable  of  running  about,  these  movements  being  of  course 
automatic.  But  in  man,  and  also  in  monkeys,  although  the  general 
movements  of  the  body  may  be  regarded  as  gathered  together  in  these 
ganglia,  they  are  not  sufficient  for  the  more  complex  acts  of  locomotion, 
etc.  The  movements  of  the  body,  although  represented  in  a  complex 
form  in  these  ganglia,  are  represented  higher  up  in  a  still  moi'e  complex 
form,  and  at  the  same  time  the  lower  centres  are  less  independent 
of  these  higher  ones. 

In  the  convolutions  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres  we  have  the  highest 
order  of  centres,  and  in  man  the  motor  area  may  be  taken  to  form  the 
seat  of  all  the  centres  which  are  concerned  Avith  the  more  complex 
voluntary  acts.  In  the  motor  convolutions  we  have  the  movements  of 
the  body  as  it  were  written  larger,  occupying  much  more  space  than  in 
the  corpus  striatum,  and  more  indiAddualized. 

In  regard  to  sensation  we  are  not  to  look  for  a  succession  of  centres 
such  as  we  have  in  the  case  of  motion.  There  are  peripheral  organs 
of  a  highly  specialized  character,  which  are  engaged  in  the  transmission 
of  the  various  special  kinds  of  sensation.  BetAveen  these  and  the  highest 
centres  there  are  virtually  no  others  interposed,  the  intervening  struc- 
tures being  only  concerned  in  conduction,  perhaps  with  arrangements 
for  fortifying  the  impressions  as  they  are  conducted  through  greatly 
elongated  paths.    Besides  the  apparatus  engaged  in  sensation  there  are 
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afferent  fibres  which  are  rolatcd  to  refiex  actions,  and  proljahly  the 
same  fibres  to  some  extent  suljserve  Ijoth  functions. 

In  studying  the  specific  diseases  of  the  nei'vous  system  it  will  be 
necessary  to  carry  these  physiological  considerations  along  with  us,  and 
in  the  case  of  each  disease  it  will  be  proper  to  take  into  account  the 
eff'ect  which  it  will  have  on  the  physiological  action. 

Lesions  occurring  in  nervous  structures  may  produce  various  effects. 
They  may  irritate  the  centres  either  directly  or  by  means  of  their  com- 
municating fibres.  If  a  motor  centre  be  irritated  there  will  be  muscular 
movements,  spasm,  convulsion.  If  a  sensory  centre  be  irritated  there 
will  be  subjective  sensations  as  of  sight,  smell,  touch,  hearing,  taste.  It 
a  mental  centre  be  irritated  there  will  be  subjective  mental  phenomena, 
that  is,  mental  phenomena  which  are  beyond  the  control  of  the  indi- 
vidual,'peculiar  thoughts,  illusions,  etc.  On  the  other  hand  lesions  ma}- 
DESTROY  centres,  in  which  case  we  shall  have  paralysis  of  motion,  or 
loss  of  sensation  (ansesthesia),  or  mental  degeneracy. 

It  may  also  be  remarked  to  begin  with  that  lesions  which  are  large 
and  palpable  are  often  called  COARSE  lesions,  as  where  a  tumour  or  u 
clot  destroys  or  irritates,  or  does  both.  Coarse  lesions  are  thus  dis- 
tinc^uished  from  those  FINER  CHANGES  which  are  matter  for  microscopic 
obs^'ervation.  In  some  cases  indeed  the  existence  of  actual  physical 
changes  is  matter  of  inference,  the  anatomical  demonstration  of  them 
being  not  yet  furnished. 


A.— THE  PERIPHERAL  NERVES. 

Introductory  Considerations. -A  nerve  stem,  whether  met  with 
embedded  in  the  tissues  of  an  organ  or  lying  free,  is  composed  of  one 
ormt  bundles  of  nerve  fibres  united  together  by  connective  tissue^ 
m  a  companying  figure  (Fig.  189)  shows  the  ^-^^^ 
this  connective  tissue  in  a  stem  composed  of  a  smgle  bundle  of  nei 
fibre  There  is  an  external  layer  of  connective  tissue  the  1--— 
Sfb  ndin.  the  whole  bundle  together.  But  inside  the  bundle  ther  J. 
;  .  tiv^tissue  binding  the  individual  nerve  fibres  together  and  form- 
d  the  nuclei  of  which  are  prominently  seen  m 
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the  figure.    In  a  nerve  stem  made  up  of  several  bundles  these  also  are 
bound  together  by  con- 
nective tissue,  the  epin. 
eurium  or  neurilemma. 
The    nerve-fibres  of 

such  peripheral  nerves 

are  for  the  most  part  me- 

dullated,  and  Avhen  exam- 
ined in  the  fresh  state 

they  present  an  opaque 

appearance  and  a  double 

outhne  as  in  Fig.  190  A. 

When  examined  in  the 

fresh  state,  it  is  only  this 

appearance  that  is  visible, 

but  by  proper  methods  of 

preparation  the  constitu- 

p-nt  ^i^-rl^r>^-T,r.^c  £1        i  ^'f;  ^^2-— Transverse  section  of  a  nerve  consisting  of  a  single 

ent  structures  OI  the  fibre  bundle  ;  from  a  specimen  stained  and  mounted  by  Clarke's 

ran  hp  cilinwT,  oc -.-^  T     ^    i  '^^^''^P'^-       Perineurium       endoneiu-ium.    Inside  the  peri- 

Odn  oe  SnOWn  as  indicated  neunum  is  the  lymphatic  space  between  it  and  the  nerve 

in  FlP-    1  Qf)    7i  QTirl  ri        1  ^""Y^'t ^  The  nerve-fibres  are  represented  by  rings  with  a 

lu.  Jig.  lyu,  ^  and  C,  and  central  dot -the  axis  cylinder,    x  120.  (Klein.) 

A. 


and  V  mrSs^sholi^^^'T;^''"''-  J'  «\e  natural  appearance;  B 
(QuAiN.)  showing  the  constituent  structures  as  in  tekt. 

2  0 
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in  Fig.  1 89.  These  are  the  axis  cyhnder  (3,  Fife'.  1 90),  the  meaullary  sheath 
or  white  substance  of  Schwann  (2),  and  the  i.riraitive  sheath  (1).  The  axis 
cylinder  is  the  conducting  l.art  of  the  fil.re,  an.l  runs  continuously  fioi,, 
end  to  end    The  medullary  sheath  is  comijosed  of  a  fatty  substance  (mye- 
line)  and  is  prone  to  undergo  a  kind  of  coagulation  which  gives  rise  to  th. 
double  contour.   This  substance  is  semi-fluid,  and  when  the  nerve  fibre  i» 
broken  up,  either  during  Ufe  or  after  death,  it  is  apt  to  flow  out  and  so 
we  may  have  free  drops  of  myeline  which  have  a  strongly  refracting 
outline.    The  primitive  sheath  is  a  transparent  membranous  tube  which 
covers  the  fibre  and  keeps  the  medullary  sheath  together.  ^  When 
transverse  sections  of  a  nerve  which  has  been  hardened  and  stained  are 
examined  these  various  constituents  appear  as  in  Fig.  189.    Ihe  ax,» 
cylinder  is  a  coloured  point  in  the  middle  of  each  fibre.    The  "ledul  ary 
sheath  around  this  is  transparent  and  colourless.    The  primitive  sheath 
forms  a  coloured  ring  around  the  fibre. 

If  a  meduUated  nerve  fibre  be  examined  after  preparation  «  h 
osmie  a.id.  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  Eanvier  has  shown,  the  medulW 
sheath  is  not  continuous,  but  is  interrupted  at  mtervals,  the  a^s 
!v  Mer  aad  primitive  sheath  being  alone  present.  These  dmd 
he  nervl  fibre  into  sections  therefore,  and  each  section  receives  a 
urther  ndividuality  from  the  fact  that  about  its  middle  an  oval  nuc  eus 
t  presel  inside  the  primitive  sheath,  between  it  and  the  medullar,. 

the  olfactory  nerve  and  the  sympathetic. 

T.  Division  or  Nerve  SiEMS.-men  a  nerve  is  divided. 

Effects      ^"^^  ™  °  13     the  peripheral  parts  depeu- 

there  occurs  mot    -<^^  -  "  ^  ^j^at  conduction  is  aft«-  a 

dent  on  It.    Bn    t  heq   J  J  t,,;^  ,„„et.mes 

time  restored   he  toded  e  =^  ^^^^^  ^ 

.,0  rapidly  that  immecliat  j  j  i3  t„rdy,  and 

Most  frequently,  t~  ^w  M  have  been  carefully  studied  by 
processes  occur  m  the  ^     ^^.^^      the  division 

experimentation  -^the  p^i^h  "=3  portion  of  it,  and  they  consist 
of  a  nerve  occur  mainly  m  tne  puiii  i 
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in  the  first  place  in  a  degeneration,  by  which  the  structure  is  largely 
destroyed,  and  in  the  second  place  in  a  regeneration  by  which  it  is 
restored. 

Before  describing  the  changes  themselves,  we  have  to  refer  to  the 
probable  explanation  of  the  peculiar  degeneration  which  is  the  primary 
occurrence.    The  nutrition  of  the  nerve  fibres  is  under  the  command  of 
certain  ganghonic  trophic  centres,  and  when  the  fibres  are  cut  off  from 
these  centres  they  suffer  in  their  nutrition.    For  the  sensory  fibres  the 
trophic  centres  are  in  the  ganglia  of  the  posterior  or  sensory  roots. 
For  the  efferent  nerves  the  centres  are  in  the  anterior  cornua  of  the 
spinal  cord.    Most  nerve  stems  consist  of  both  aflPerent  and  efferent 
fibres,  but  the  division  of  the  stem  will  cut  the  fibres  off  from  their 
trophic  centres,  whether  they  be  afferent  or  efferent.    It  is  interesting 
to  observe  that  when  the  posterior  nerve  root  is  divided  on  the  proximal 
side  of  the  ganglion,  its  fibres  degenerate  in  the  central  direction,  or 
towards  the  spinal  cord. 

The  degenerative  process  occurs  in  the  whole  peripheral  distribution 
of  the  divided  nerve,  and  almost  simultaneously.    The  most  obvious 
change  is  in  the  medullary  sheath.    It  coagulates,  breaks  up  into  drops, 
and  through  time  disappears  by  absorption.    This  disintegration  of  the 
medullary  sheath  occurs  gradually,  and  the  granular  fat  into  which 
it  breaks  up  is  partly  taken  up  by  the  nuclei  of  the  nerve  fibre,  but 
partly  also  finds  its  way  out  of  the  primitive  sheath  and  is  found  in  the 
surrounding  connective  tissue  and  the  walls  of  the  capillaries.    There  is 
some  difi-erence  of  opinion  as  to  the  part  taken  by  the  axis  cylinder  in 
the  process.    Erb  asserts  that  it  persists  after  the  medullary  sheath  has 
been  destroyed,  but  Eanvier  states  that  it  is  broken  up,  its  interruption 
correspondmg  >vith  the  abolition  of  electric  conductivity  in  the  nerve. 
Whether  the  axis  cylinder  is  destroyed  or  not,  the  nerve  fibre  under- 
goes a  great  transformation  by  the  loss  of  its  medullary  sheath,  and  it 
becomes  converted  into  a  pale  fibre,  interrupted  at  intervals  by  the 
nuclei  or  by  some  persisting  clumps  of  myeline. 

_    It  has  been  indicated  above  that  these  changes  are  degenerative 
m  character,  resulting  from  the  severance  of  the  nerve  fibre  from  its 
trophic  centre.    It  is  asserted  by  Eanvier,  however,  that  the  nuclei 
Which  we  have  seen  to  exist  inside  the  primitive  sheath  between  every 

r  R 'w,?^  medullary  sheath,  help  to  break  it 

in^eiTupte^    Z      \  "'^''^^^  '''''       ^^^^  ^^^^-^er  is 

interrupted.     This  enlargement  and  division  of  the  nuclei  is  somewhat 
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similar  to  that  whicli  occurs  in  muscle  in  certain  lesions  of  the  spinal 
cord  to  be  considered  afterwards,  and  it  may  be  regarded  as  inflam- 
matory in  its  nature. 

At  the  place  of  division  of  the  nerve,  as  there  is  a  wound,  there  are 
signs  of  inflammation.  Leucocytes  collect  between  and  around  the 
cut  ends  of  the  nerve,  and  even  penetrate  into  the  primitive  sheath  for 
some  distance.  These  leucocytes,  which  are  most  abundant  soon  aftei' 
the  section,  attack  the  medullary  sheath,  and  assist  in  breaking  it  up  ; 
the  myeline  is  taken  up  by  the  leucocytes  so  as  to  give  them  the  appear- 
ance of  compound  granular  corpuscles.  In  the  central  end  of  the  divided 
nerve,  however,  the  destruction  of  the  medullary  sheath  is  limited,  as 
the  invasion  of  leucocytes  generally  stops  short  at  the  first  node. 

After  a  time  the  inflammation  subsides  largely,  and  the  wound, 
including  skin  and  soft  parts,  is  united  by  a  cicatrix  formed  in  the 
usual  way.  The  divided  ends  of  the  nerves  are  united  by  a  pale 
cicatricial  band,  which  does  not  as  yet  contain  any  proper  nervous 
elements,  and  does  not  efi"ect  a  restoration  of  the  conductivity. 

Conduction  is  restored  by  a  process  of  Regeneration.  According 
to  the  researches  of  Ranvier,  this  occurs  entirely  by  the  axis  cylinders 
of  the  central  end  budding  out  and  extending  first  into  the  cicatrix  and 
then  into  the  peripheral  end.    The  axis  cylinder  enlarges  at  its  ex- 
tremity, and  becomes  divided  longitudinally  into  several  fine  fibres,- 
which  grow  out  into  the  cicatrix.    Arrived  at  the  cut  end  of  the  peri- 
pheral portion  they  penetrate  into  it  and  very  frequently  pass  into  the 
primitive  sheath.    In  this  way  a  number  of  new-formed  axis  cylinders 
may  be  found  inside  an  old  nerve-tube,  and  there  may  be  alongside  of 
them  some  pieces  of  persisting  myehne.    These  new  axis-cylinders  after 
a  time  acquire  medullary  sheaths,  and  the  regeneration  of  the  nerve 
is  completed.    It  should  be  added  that,  according  to  Eemak  and  others, 
the  new  fibres  are  not  formed  entirely  by  budding  from  the  central 
end,  but  that  they  arise  also  from  the  remaining  axis-cyhnders  of  the 
peripheral  end. 

Hyperemia  and  Acute  Inflammation  of  Ner^t^s. -These  condi- 
tions are  exceedingly  common  as  secondary  processes  in  the  ^«^§W30ur- 
hood  of  wounds  and  inflammations,  but  are  rarely  primary.  Unde 
such  circumstances  the  vessels  of  the  nerve  may  be  highly  engorged 
with  blood,  and  there  may  even  be  capillary  hemorrhages.  Leucocytes 
may  be  exuded,  and  may  be  found  in  the  connective  tissue  between  the 
neive  fibres.     t  is  veiy  rare,  however,  to  find  a  proper  suppurative 


hypertEMIa  and  acute  inflammation  of  nerves. 


inflammation  of  a  nerve.  A  stem  may  be  bathed  in  pus  and  almost 
isolated  by  the  suppuration  around,  and  yet  there  may  be  almost  no  pus 
in  the  connective  tissue  of  the  nerve  itself.  This  seems  to  indicate  that 
the  perineurium  forms  a  barrier  between  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  nerve 
and  those  of  surrounding  parts.  If  a  nerve  be  exposed  and  isolated,  and 
the  wound  filled  ^vith  water  in  which  vermillion  is  suspended,  the  leu- 
cocytes which  accumulate  take  up  the  vermiUion  and  carry  it  in  various 
directions  but  not  into  the  nerve,  showing  that  there  is  no  open  path 
into  it.  But  if  a  nerve  in  a  suppurating  wound  be  itself  wounded  so 
as  to  lay  open  its  internal  structure,  the  suppuration  will  readily  extend 
into  it. 

Chronic  Neuritis  is,  like  acute,  for  the  most  part  secondary.  It 
may  remain  after  an  acute  attack,  but  it  may  take  origin  in  a  prolonged 
inflammation  of  some  peripheral  organ.  It  may  have  its  starting  point 
in  an  inflammation  of  a  joint,  in  dysenteric  inflammation  of  the  intes- 
tine, in  inflammation  around  the  kidney,  and  so  on.  It  is  very  impor- 
tant to  observe  that  inflammations  originating  thus  may  extend  up  the 
nerves.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  irritant  gradually  finds  its  way 
along  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  nerve,  which  we  have  seen  to  be  some- 
what independent  of  those  around,  and  the  resulting  inflammation  may 
even  extend  to  the  spinal  cord  and  its  membranes.  Many  cases  which 
have  been  regarded  as  reflex  paralysis  have  been  due,  according  to 
Leyden,  to  this  extension  of  chronic  inflammation  to  the  cord.  There 
may  also  be  an  extension  downwards  to  the  muscles  and  a  consequent 
interstitial  myositis. 

The  inflammation  manifests  itself  in  the  connective  tissue  of  the 
nerve,  the  perineurium  and  endoneurium  presenting  an  excess  of  round 
cells  and  becoming  gradually  thickened.  As  a  consequence  of  this  the 
nerve  fibres  atrophy,  the  medullary  sheath  being  first  destroyed.  The 
nerve  as  a  whole  may  be  thickened  and  indurated,  while  there  is 
actually  an  atrophy  of  the  proper  conducting  fibres.  These  will  be  re- 
cognized as  the  general  characteristics  of  chronic  interstitial  inflamma- 
tions. 

Tumours. — Syphilitic  gummata  are  very  infrequent  in  the  peri- 
pheral nerves,  but  they  do  occur,  especially  on  the  cranial  nerves  inside 
the  skull,  where  they  are  probably  propagated  from  the  membranes  of  the 
brain.  Leprosy,  as  we  have  already  seen,  sometimes  manifests  itself 
in  the  form  of  tumours  of  granulation  tissue  in  the  nerves.  The 
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NEUROMA  is  strictly  a  tumour  consisting  of  nervous  tissue,  but  as  the 
name  is  applied  to  simple  tumours  of  nerves  in  general,  it  is  customary 
to  refer  to  true  and  false  neuromata.  The  true  neuroma,  as  we  have 
seen,  and  as  Fig.  191  shows,  has  a  similar  structure  to  a  nerve  stem. 


Fig.  191.—  Transverse  section  of  a  neuroma,  showing  medullated  nerve 
fibres.    X  SO. 


It  presents  nerve  fibres  embedded  in  connective  tissue.  The  fibres  are 
usually  medullated,  but  cases  of  non-medullated  neuromas  have  been  de- 
scribed. The  neuroma  forms  a  hard  tumour  usually  oval  in  shape  and 
very  often  multiple.  Of  the  false  neuromas  there  have  been  cases  of 
FIBROMA,  MYOMA,  MYXOMA.  The  painful  subcutaneous  tumour  {tuher- 
culum  dolorosum)  is  apparently  sometimes  a  fibroma,  sometimes  a  myoma, 
or  even  a  non-medullated  neuroma.  SARCOMA  is  very  rare  in  nerves. 
Cancers  do  not  occur  as  primary  tumours,  but  nerves  are  often  in- 
volved in  the  extension  of  such  tumours.  It  often  happens  that  a 
cancer  or  sarcoma  grows  around  a  nerve,  which  passes  through  its 
midst  without  becoming  the  seat  of  the  tumour  tissue.  This  is  again  to 
be  associated  with  the  apparent  independence  of  the  lymph  spaces  in 
nerves.  Sometimes,  however,  a  cancer  breaks  into  a  nerve  and  grows 
in  the  lymph  spaces  between  the  perineurium  and  the  bundle  of  fibres. 
In  such  cases  the  nerve  fibres  undergo  degeneration. 
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B.— THE  SPINAL  CORD  AND  MEDULLA  OBLONGATA. 

Introduction.— In  what  has  gone  before  a  general  view  has  been 
given  of  the  functions  of  the  central  nervous  system.  Before  beginning 
the  description  of  the  special  diseases  of  the  cord  and  medulla  we  have 
to  see  how  these  functions  connect  themselves  with  the  anatomical 
details  of  these  structures. 

The  cord  is  made  up  of  white  and  grey  substance,  the  latter  forming 
the  ganghonic  centres  and  consisting  of  ganglion  cells  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  network,  the  former  consisting  of  medullated  nerve  fibres  having 
essentially  the  structure  of  those  in  the  peripheral  nerves. 

The  grey  substance  of  the  cord  is  arranged  in  the  well-known 
form  of  an  anterior  and  a  posterior  cornu  on  either  side.  The  gang- 
lionic centres  have  their  seat  chiefly  in  the  anterior  cornua,  and  form 
tolerably  definite  groups  which  may  here  be  more  particularly  indi- 
cated. 


Pig.  192. — Sections  of  spinal  cord  from  middle  of  lumbar  and  cervical  enlargements,  showing 
groups  of  ganglion  cells;  a  I  andp  I,  antero-latcral  and  postero-lateriil,  a,  anterior,  £,  internal, 
c,  central,  m,  median,  groups.  (Ross.) 


The  description  may  be  followed  by  reference  to  Fig.  192,  which 
shows  sections  of  the  lumbar  and  cervical  enlargements.    The  groups 
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are  named  according  to  their  situations.  There  are  the  lateral  groups 
lying  along  the  external  parts  of  the  horn  and  divided  into  an  antero- 
lateral and  a  postero-lateral  group  {al  and  pi).  Then  in  the  front  of  the 
hoi'n  and  inside  the  antero-lateral  group  is  the  anterior  group  (a),  and 
inside  it  again  and  liordering  on  the  white  substance  is  the  internal 
group  (i).  Towards  the  centre  of  the  horn  is  the  central  group  (c). 
There  is  further  a  group  which  is  later  in  appearing  in  the  development 

of  the  cord,  and  whose  cells  are  gene- 
rally smaller  than  those  of  the  others. 
It  occupies  a  place  between  the  inter- 
nal group  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
central  and  antero-lateral  on  the  other, 
while  the  anterior  group  projects  some- 
Avhat  into  it.  This  is  the  median  group 
(m)  which  is  much  larger  in  the  cervdcal 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  cord,  and  so 
causes  the  horn  to  be  extended  later- 
ally much  more  here  than  elsewhere 
(see  Fig.  192).  Lastly,  there  is  a  group 
of  cells,  generally  called  Clarke's  vesi- 
cular column,  situated  near  the  internal 
border  of  the  posterior  horns  close  to 
the  posterior  commissure.  The  group 
is  present  only  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  cervical  enlargement,  in  the  dorsal 
region  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
lumbar  enlargement  (see  Fig.  193). 
The  white  substance,  consisting  of  nerve  fibres,  forms  connections 
in  the  first  place  with  the  various  orders  of  centres  in  the  cord  itself 
and  in  the  second  place  with  the  higher  centres  above  the  cord,  in  the 
brain.  We  may  thus  distinguish  two  sets  of  nerve  fibres,  one  forming 
connections  within  the  cord  and  medulla  and  the  other  forming  com- 
munications between  the  cord  and  the  cerebellum  and  cerebrum.  These 
two  sets  of  fibres  will  be  divisible  again  into  afferent  and  efferent. 

It  is  a  fact  of  very  peculiar  interest,  that  the  two  sets  of  fibres  dis- 
tinguished above  seem  to  be  developed  not  only  separately  but  at 
different  periods,  and  so  the  aid  of  embryology  has  been  sought  to  enable 
us  to  distinguish  between  them.  The  fibres  which  connect  the  dift"erent 
parts  of  the  cord  and  medulla  with  each  other  may  Idc  regarded  as  the 
primary  or  fundamental  ones,  and  it  is  found  that  they  are  the  first 


Fig.  103. — Section  of  dorsal  region  of  cord. 
Letters  same  as  in  previous  figure,  with  the 
addition  that  the  antero-lateral  and  postero- 
lateral groujas  are  separated  by  a  medio-lateral 
area  {rnl),  aud  Clarke's  column  («o)  is  shown. 
(Ross.) 
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formed,  while  those  forming  higher  connections  are  of  subsequent 
development.  As  nerve  fibres  are  first  developed  without  the  medullary 
sheath,  and  recently  formed  tracts  are  therefore  much  paler  than  those 
which  have  acquired  it,  we  have  in  this  a  means  of  distinguishing  the 
fundamental  from  the  secondary.  What  follows  will  be  imderstood  by 
reference  to  Fig.  194,  which  represents  a  transverse  section  of  the  cervical 
cord  in  the  foetus  of  nine  months. 


Fig.  194. — Cervical  enlargement  of  cord  in  a  foetus  of  nine  months. 
A  and  P,  anterior  and  posterior  cornna ;  G,  columns  of  GoU  ;  T, 
columns  of  TUrck  ;  ar  and  pr,  anterior  and  posterior  root-zones  ;  pt, 
pyramidal  tract ;  dc,  direct  cerebellar  tract.  (Ross.) 


The  first  developed  fibres  immediately  surround  the  grey  matter,  and 
are  called  the  anterior  and  posterior  root-zones.  As  they  form 
communications  between  one  part  of  the  grey  matter  and  another,  the 
fibres  are  comparatively  short  and  their  number  is  generally  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  of  grey  matter,  or  at  least  of  ganglion  cells  in 
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the  horns.  These  filu-cs  therefore  do  not  diminish  from  above  down- 
wards as  do  the  others. 

Of  the  fibres  forming  communications  between  the  brain  and  cord, 
the  best  known  are  those  which  convey  the  motor  impulses  from  the 
brain  to  tlie  cord.  These  form  the  pyramidal  tract.  We  shall  aftei'- 
wards  trace  them  from  the  cortex  of  the  l)rain  downwards,  but  at  present 
we  take  them  up  at  the  medulla  oblongata.  Here  they  form  the  anterior 
pyramids  and  most  of  the  fibres  decussate  so  that  in  the  cord  they 
occupy  the  opposite  side  to  that  which  they  have  in  the  brain.  Some 
of  them,  however,  do  not  decussate,  but  remain  in  the  anterior  parts  of 
the  cord,  forming  a  small  band  on  either  side  of  the  anteiior  longitudinal 
fissure,  the  columns  op  Turck  {T  in  figure).  The  great  mass  of  the 
fibres,  having  decussated,  pass  to  the  lateral  column  of  the  cord,  where 
they  occupy  a  definite  position  in  its  posterior  parts  {pt  in  figure).  The 
fibres  in  both  these  positions  diminish  in  number  from  above  down- 
wards, as  they  pass  into  the  grey  substance  of  the  cord  at  successive 
levels  in  order  to  connect  with  the  centres  in  the  anterior  cornua. 

The  secondary  centripetal  fibres,  or  those  which  foi-m  sensory  con- 
nections between  the  cord  and  brain,  are  represented  by  a  tract  in  the 
posterior  columns  lying  next  the  posterior  longitudinal  fissure,  and 
occupying  a  position  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  columns  of  Tiirck 
anteriorly.  These  are  called  the  columns  of  Goll  (G  in  figure),  and 
they  also  diminish  from  above  downwards. 

Besides  this  there  is  a  tract  which  forms  communications  between  the 
cerebellum  and  the  cord,  but  which  is  not  of  late  development.  This 
is  the  so-called  cerebellar  tract  {dc  in  figure),  which  lies  in  the 
lateral  column  outside  the  j^yramidal  tract,  and  as  if  flattened  against 
the  surface.  The  function  of  this  tract  is  not  known,  but  it  is  com- 
posed of  centripetal  fibres  and  diminishes  from  above  doflmwards  even 
more  quickly  than  the  pyramidal  tract,  so  that  by  its  disapi^earance  the 
latter  may  come  to  the  surface. 

In  the  MEDULLA  oblongata  the  grey  and  white  substances  of  the 
cord  may  be  traced  upwards,  but  they  undergo  considerable  dislocation. 
From  the  examination  of  Fig.  195  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  the  central  canal 
passes  backwards  and  finally  opens  out  in  the  fourth  ventricle,  the  grey 
matter,  departing  from  its  arrangement  into  cornua  but  still  aggregated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  central  canal  and  ventricle,  forms  various 
masses  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  medulla.  These  masses  have  special 
importance  as  being  the  nuclei  of  origin  of  certain  nerves,  and  will  be 
afterwards  more  particularly  referred  to,  in  connection  with  bulbar 


SECONDARY  DEGENERATIONS  IN  THE  CORD. 


411 


paralysis.  The  white  substance  gradually  comes  to  occupy  the  middle 
and  anterior  parts  of  the  medulla,  and  the  olivary  body  is  intercalated 
in  its  midst.  The  pyramidal  tract  is 
easily  recognised  here,,  forming  the 
anterior  pyramids  (p),  which  decus- 
sate at  the  lower  part  of  the  medulla 
(A ).  The  motor  fibres  having  assumed 
a  position  in  front  remain  anterior  to 
the  sensory  in  the  rest  of  their  course 
upwards  in  the  brain. 


SECONDAEY  DEGENEEATIONS 
IN  THE  COED. 

We  have  already  seen  that  when 
a  nerve  stem  in  an  animal  or  in  man 
is  divided,  the  peripheral  portion  of 
the  nerve  degenerates.  The  most  pro- 
minent changes  are  in  the  medullary 
sheath  which  coagulates,  then  breaks 
up,  and  is  finally  absorbed.  The  de- 
generation occurs  from  the  point  of 
section  towards  the  periphery,  and  we 
have  seen  that  the  explanation  of  this 
seems  to  be  that  the  nerve  fibres  are 
cut  ofi"  from  their  trophic  centres  in 
the  cord. 

In  the  central  nervous  system  a 
somewhat  similar  secondary  degene- 
ration occurs  when  the  fibres  are  in- 
terrupted, either  by  division,  as  in 
experiments  on  animals,  or  by  coarse 
lesions  in  man.  The  degeneration  is 
of  the  same  character  as  in  peripheral 
nerves,  and  results  in  the  destruction 
of  the  medullary  sheath.  It  is  known 
that  the  opaque  dead  white  colour  of 
the  white  or  fibrous  nerve  substance 
is  due  to  the  medullary  sheath,  which  is ; 
If  this  medullary  sheath  be  lost  then  i. 
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Pig.  195.— MediiUa  oblongata  at  varioua 
levels,  A,  at  decussation  of  pyramids (^j),  tlie 
general  shape  of  the  cornna  still  retained. 

B,  higher  up,  the  grey  matter  passing  back- 
wai'ds,  and  pyramids  becomingmore  isolated. 

C,  in  fourth  ventricle  the  nuclei  in  the  floor 
of  which  are  shown.  (Quain.) 

highly  refracting  fatty  substance, 
e  white  nerve  substance  becomes 
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grey,  and  so  we  speak  of  grey  degeneration  in  all  cases  where  the  me- 
dullary sheath  is  lost,  whether  from  the  cause  we  are  considering  or  not. 
A  tract  of  white  nervous  tissue  affected  with  this  degeneration  M^ill  he 
like  a  tract  of  grey  siihstance.  Again,  in  preparing  the  tissue  of  the 
nervous  system  for  microscopic  examination,  some  form  of  the  method 
introduced  by  Lockhart  Clarke  is  generally  used.  In  this  method 
staining  by  carmine  or  other  dye  is  employed,  and  as  the  medullar}- 
sheath  does  not  take  on  the  staining  at  all,  and  as  it  is  the  most  bulky 
constituent  of  the  white  substance,  the  normal  white  substance  as  a 
whole  is  less  deeply  stained  than  the  grey  substance.  When  secondai'y 
degeneration  has  occurred,  the  effect  of  staining  is  to  make  the  altered 
white  substance  appear  like  the  grey  substance.  In  figures  representiiiii 
grey  degeneration  therefore  the  afi'ected  jiarts  will  be  shaded  like  the 
grey  substance. 

When  a  degenerated  area  is  examined  more  particularly  under  the 
microscope  the  most  marked  change  is  the  great  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  nerve  fibres,  as 


shown  in  figure  19C1. 
The  connective  sul)- 
stance  is  greatly  in- 
creased, and  the  ner^  e 
fibres  appear  only  at 
intervals,  a  few  sur- 
viving in  the  midst  of 
the  general  destruc- 
tion. There  is  some- 
times also  consider- 
able shrinking  of  the 


Fig.  196.— Sclerosis  or  gi-ey  degeneration  of  cord.    To  the  riglit  is 
normal  white  substance.    To  the  left  the  degenerated  tissue  shows  degenerated,  area,  DUt 


a  granular  basis  substance  in  which  a  few  nerve  fibres  ai-e  still 


visible.    From  a  case  of  descending  degeneration,    x  80.  this    is     mUCh  more 

manifest  in  the  medulla  oblongata  and  parts  above  it  than  in  the 
cord. 

In  addition  to  simple  degeneration  there  is  sometimes  a  new-forma- 
tion of  connective  tissue,  which  some  regard  as  inflammatory  in  char- 
acter. The  inflammatory  character  is  little  marked  in  secondary 
degeneration,  but  there  are  some  forms  of  grey  degeneration  in  which 
the  inflammatory  new-formation  is  perhaps  the  primary  factor,  and  the 
degeneration  of  the  nerve  fibres  the  result  of  it.  Whether  there  be 
new-formed  connective  tissue  or  not,  and  whether  the  process  be 
inflammatory  or  not,  the  absence  of  the  soft  medullary  sheath  causes 
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a  hardening  of  the  tissue,  and  so  the  term  sclerosis  when  applied  to 
the  Avhite  substance  is  nearly  equivalent  to  grey  degeneration. 

It  has  been  said  above  that  the  degenera- 
tion occurs  in  the  fibres  which  arc  cut  off 
from  their  trophic  centres,  and  it  seems  that 
in  the  cord  the  trophic  centres  are  at  the 
lower  termination  of  the  centripetal  fibres 
and  the  upper  termination  of  the  centrifugal. 
Hence  the  degeneration  follows  the  direction 
in  which  the  nerve  conducts,  passing  ujjwards 
from  the  seat  of  lesion  in  the  case  of  centripetal 
fiibres  and  downwards  in  the  case  of  centri- 
fugal. So  we  speak  of  ascending  and  descend- 
ing sclerosis. 


The  degeneration  takes  some  time  to  de- 
velop. According  to  experiments  in  dogs 
it  begins  fourteen  days  after  the  infliction 
of  an  injur}'-,  but  it  is  many  weeks  before 
the  appearances  are  fully  established. 

Descending  Grey  Degeneration  {des- 
cending sclerosis). — As  we  have  just  seen,  this 
lesion  affects  centrifugal  or  motor  fibres,  in- 
cluding the  fibres  of  the  anterior  root-zone 
and  the  pyramidal  tract.  The  former  are 
short  fibres,  and  when  they  are  interrupted 
there  is  a  descending  degeneration  extending 
only  a  short  distance  downwards.  But  the 
fibres  of  the  pyramidal  tract  are  continuous 
from  the  brain  downwards  to  the  extremity 
of  the  cord,  and  wherever  interrupted  they 
show  degeneration  in  all  parts  situated  below 
the  lesion. 

The  degeneration  of  the  pyramidal  tract 
is  most  frequently  brought  about  by  a  lesion 
of  the  brain,  and  in  that  case  it  exists  in  the 
parts  of  the  tract  above  as  well  as  in  those 
below  the  medulla  oblongata,  where  we  shall  AZ-^f^rZ^Ltfr^a 
trace  it  afterwards.  We  have  here  to  con-  ^k^^^dT^^^^l:^ 
sider  it  in  the  medulla  and  cord.    In  the  f '"^  dorsal,  and  lum- 
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medulla  oblongata  it  occupies  the  anterior  pyramid  (see  Fig.  197  a), 
where  it  frequently  produces  great  shrinking.    At  the  lower  part  of 
the  medulla  {h)  the  degenerated  fibres  decussate  and  the  degeneration 
takes  up  its  position  at  first  at  the  side  of  the  central  canal  (sc 
fig.),  afterwards,  in  the  cord,  passing  into  the  lateral  columns  in  tin 
regular  position  of  the  pyramidal  tract  (c,  il,  e,  /).  In  some  cases  it  entire!  \ 
decussates,  but  the  columns  of  Tiirck  in  the  anterior  white  columns 
are  also  affected  in  most  cases.    In  its  whole  course  the  lesion  dimin- 
ishes from  above  downwards,  but  is  traceable  dowTi  to  the  lumbar  region. 

It  will  be  understood  that,  if  the  pyramidal  tract  be  interrupted  in 
any  part  of  its  course  the  degeneration  follows  in  all  succeeding  parts. 
If  the  entire  cord  be  divided  there  is,  immediately  beneath  tlit; 
point  of  section,  a  degeneration  of  the  anterior  root^zones  which  i.s 
continued  but  a  short  distance.  There  is  also  a  degeneration  of 
the  pyramidal  tract  continued  downwards  the  whole  length  of  the  cord. 
The  interruption  either  in  the  cord  or  brain  may  be  incomplete,  and  in 
that  case  the  degenerated  fibres  will  be  fewer  in  number  and  the  areu 
less  distinctive  in  appearance. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  pyramidal  fibres  end  in  the  cord  at 
successive  levels,  passing  into  the  ganglionic  centres.  Allien  the  fibres 
are  degenerated  the  ganglion  cells  will  not  be  affected  except  that  they 
are  cut  off  from  the  higher  centres  and  left  more  to  themselves.  The}^ 
are  still  connected  with  the  muscles,  which  retain  their  contractile  power. 
Yoluntary  motion  is  lost,  but  certain  involuntary  muscular  phenomena 
may  be  even  exaggerated. 

There  are  two  symptoms  generally  supposed  to  be  related  to  degen- 
eration of  the  lateral  columns  of  the  cord  which  it  is  proper  here  to 
consider  with  a  view  to  their  probable  pathology,  these  are  the  so-called 
late  rigidity  and  the  exaggerated  tendon  reflex. 

Late  rigidity,  occurring  in  hemiplegia,  comes  on  a  considerable 
time  after  the  onset  of  the  paralysis,  and  may  be  regarded  as  coinciding 
in  time  with  the  full  development  of  the  sclerosis.  There  is  here  a 
more  or  less  permanent  contraction  of  some  muscles  Avith  absence  of 
contraction  in  others,  producing  sometimes  fixation  of  the  members  of 
the  body  in  special  positions  so  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  deformity. 
This  fixed  condition,  due  to  the  muscular  spasm,  is  often  called  CON- 
TRACTURE. It  imphes  a  continuous  impulse  to  the  contracted  muscles 
originating  in  the  cord  or  elsewhere.  Charcot  suggests  that  the  inflam- 
matory process  which  he  supposes  to  be  involved  in  the  sclerosis  ma}- 


DESCENDING  GREY  DEGENERATION. 


415 


irritate  the  fibres  passing  to  the  anterior  cornua  and  so  result  in  the 
stimulation  of  the  muscular  centres  there.    But  this  view  can  hardly  be 
accepted ;  there  may  be  almost  no  signs  of  inflammation  in  the  afi"ected 
part  and  yet  marked  rigidity.     Besides,  it  is  difficult  to  understand 
how  irritation  of  degenerated  and  virtually  lost  fibres  should  cause 
stimulation  of  the  ganglion  cells.    A  more  probable  explanation  is  sug- 
gested by  Hitzig.  Taking  as  an  example  the  case  of  the  arm  in  hemiplegia, 
it  appears  that  the  contraction  occurs  most  readily  in  those  muscles  which 
are  in  a  position  to  contract  most  easily.  The  hemiplegic  generally  lies  in 
bed  with  his  forearm  across  his  chest,  and  even  when  walking  about  he 
supports  it  across  his  chest,  and  it  is  the  biceps  which  becomes  rigid. 
Then  it  has  been  shown  that  when  the  fingers  are  released  from  the 
action  of  the  muscles  and  left  to  assume  the  position  to  which  the  bones 
and  ligaments  best  accommodate  themselves,  they  assume  a  semi-flexed 
position,  such  as  we  see  in  the  dead  body.    It  is  obvious  that  the  flexor 
muscles  will  most  easily  contract  under  these  circumstances,  and  it  is 
they  which  get  rigid  in  hemiplegics.    Take  along  with,  this  the  fact  which 
Volkmann  points  out,  that  muscles  can  actively  contract  but  cannot  ac- 
tively relax,  and  it  is  seen  that  any  slight  impulse  is  apt  to  be  cumulative 
when  there  is  no  action  of  antagonistic  muscles.    The  ganglion  cells  of 
the  anterior  cornua  are  still  in  connection  with  the  muscles,  and 
although  cut  ofi"  from  the  upper  brain  are  still  exposed  to  irregular  and, 
as  it  were,  accidental  stimulation.    There  are  reflex  stimuli,  and  there 
are  stimuli  from  above  conveyed  in  a  roundabout  way  through  the  still 
open  communications  in  the  cord.    A  multitude  of  slight  stimulations 
will  reach  the  ganglion  cells  and  feeble  impulses  will  be  conveyed  to 
the  muscles.    Those  which  from  their  position  are  stretched  will  not 
contract,  but  those  which  are  so  placed  as  to  contract  easily  will  do  so,  at 
first  feebly  but  with  cumulative  force.   This  view  is  supported  by  the  fact 
that,  in  the  early  stages  of  late  rigidity,  there  is  often  considerable 
relaxation  of  the  muscles  after  prolonged  rest  as  in  sleep,  so  that  a  limb 
which  was  rigid  at  night  is  found  in  the  morning  soft  and  movable. 
The  ganglion  cells  in  sleep  are  protected  from  external  stimulation  and 
they  cease  acting. 

The  exaggerated  tendon  reflex  may  be  regarded  as  due  to  the  isola- 
tion' of  the  muscular  centres  in  the  cord.  When  the  control  of  higher 
centres  is  removed,  lower  centres  usually  act  more  readily.  The  skin 
reflex  is  frequently  decreased,  but  the  muscular  centres  seem  to  be 
more  powerfully  acted  on  by  stimuli  coming  from  the  muscles. 
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It  may  be  added  that  these  two  symptoms  are  prominent  in  the 

spastic  paralysis  of  Erb,  where  there  is,  as 
wo  shall  see  farther  on,  a  spontaneous  scle 
rosis  of  the  lateral  columns. 


Ascending  Grey  Degeneration  (a-s- 
cending  sclerosis).— This  condition  occurs  as 
a  result  of  any  cause  which  interrupts  the 
ascending  or  sensory  fibres  of  the  cord.  It 
may  be  the  consequence  of  pressure  by  tum- 
ours, hajmorrhages,  abscesses,  fractured  or 
displaced  vertel^rse,  inflammatory  products, 
etc.  It  occurs  in  parts  above  the  seat  of 
interruption,  and  the  degenerated  fibres  are 
centripetal. 

The  degeneration  aifects  the  centripetal 
fibres,  and  these  we  have  already  seen  to  be 
of  two  kinds.  There  are  the  short  fibres 
communicating  between  different  segments 
of  the  cord,  and  forming  the  posterior  root- 
zones,  and  there  are  the  longer  fibres  com- 
municating between  the  cord  and  brain,  and 
forming  the  columns  of  Goll  and  the  direct 
cerebellar  tracts.  Immediately  above  the 
lesion,  both  of  these  are  affected  so  that  the 
degeneration  has  considerable  lateral  exten- 
sion involving  the  whole  of  the  i^osterior 
columns  and  the  direct  cerebellar  tracts. 
But  the  lesion  soon  limits  itself  to  the  col- 
umns of  Goll  and  the  direct  cerebellar  tract 
(see  Fig.  198),  and  in  these  parts  it  can  be 
traced  up  to  the  restiform  body  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  cerebellum  on  the  other. 
According  to  Schiefferdecker,  the  degenera- 
tion in  these  two  situations  diminishes  from 

Fier.  198. — Transverse  myelitis  (e)  ,    ,  i  t     •  ■  i 

with  secondary  ascending  and  de- bcloW  Upwai'ds,  the  diminution  OCCUlTing  at 

a^cSgtf  "n^tiion  affect      intervals  as  if  at  definite  levels  fibres  passed 

posterior  root-zones,  the  columns  of  •    ,     .-i  pr>Trl 
GoU,  and  the  direct  cerebellar  tracts,  inbU  intJ  ouiu. 

^ottter*'"lt  Vt^T^thfcoiu^^^^^^  Some  cases  have  been  recorded  in  wliich 
aSected!*^  (eLT"'^^'^''^        ^  tumour  pressing  on  the  cauda  equina,  or  a 
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severe  traumatic  lesion  of  the  sciatic  nerves,  had  led  to  ascending  de- 
.  generation  of  the  cord.  In  the  lumbar  and  lower  dorsal  regions  the 
whole  posterior  white  columns  were  degenerated,  but  on  passing  up- 
wards the  degeneration  became  limited  to  the  columns  of  Goll  and 
cerebellar  fibres  as  above. 

It  will  be  eA'ident  that  a  lesion  which  interrupts  the  cord  will  lead  to 
an  ascending  degeneration  above  its  seat  and  a  descending  degeneration 
below  it,  as  in  figure  198,  The  degeneration  will  diminish  in  both  cases 
as  we  pass  from  the  lesion,  quickly  at  first,  but  afterwards  more  gradually. 

Degeneration  in  the  cord  after  amputations  has  been  observed 
in  a  number  of  cases.    The  removal  of  a  limb  abohshes  the  function  of 
the  nervous  structures  concerned  in  the  movements  and  other  actions  of 
the  limb,  and  so  these  structures  undergo  atrophy  from  disuse.    The  pos- 
terior roots  of  the  nerves  are  often  slightly  atrophied,  but  the  white 
columns  of  the  cord  are  not  affected.    The  principal  change  is  in  the 
anterior  cornua,  where  some  of  the  ganglion  cells  completely  disappear, 
and  others  are  shorn  of  their  processes  and  atrophied.    This  occurs  at 
a  part  of  the  cord  corresponding  with  the  amputated  limb,  and  on  the 
same  side  of  the  body.   If  the  amputation  has  been  made  comparatively 
late  in  life,  there  is  usually  little  change  in  the  cord;  the  earlier  the  age 
of  the  person  at  the  time  of  the  amputation  the  more  likely  are  these 
changes  to  occur. 

In  a  case  recorded  by  Edinger,  in  which  intra-uterine  amputation  of 
the  forearm  had  occurred,  and  the  person  lived  to  the  age  of  52,  there 
was  considerable  atrophy  of  the  nerves  and  of  the  corresponding  half  of 
the  cord,  especially  of  the  grey  matter.  There  was  also  some  atrophy 
m  the  motor  region  of  the  convolutions  in  the  brain. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  SPINAL  COED. 

In  its  widest  acceptation,  inflammation  of  the  spinal  cord,  or  mye- 
litis, includes  a  large  number  o/  widely  different  conditions,  each  of 
which  will  be  considered  separately  afterwards.  The  cases  may  for 
convenience  be  divided  into  two  groups.  In  one  of  these  the  affection 
has  a  limited  longitudinal  extension,  but  involves  the  cord  rather  in 
its  thickness.  For  this  class  of  cases  it  is  customary  to  use  the  ex- 
pression transverse  myelitis  in  order  to  distinguish  from  those 
m  which  a  considerable  length  of  cord  is  attacked,  while  the  inflam- 
mation has  a  limited  transverse  extension.    The  former  are  usually 

2d  ^ 
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due  to  a  definite  cause  wliicli  acts  on  the  cord  at  a  yjarticular  level. 
In  the  second  group  the  infianimation  follows  a  particular  physiological 
system  in  the  cord,  as  for  instance  a  tract  of  white  substance,  and 
extends  in  it  for  some  distance  from  above  downwards.  8uch  inflam- 
mations may  involve  the  white  substance  or  the  grey  sul)stance,  and 
theyare  often  distinguished  by  the  names  poliomyelitis  (ttoAios  =  grey) 
and  LEUCOMYELITIS  {XevKos  =  white).  These  inflammations  have  for  the 
most  part  no  assignalde  cause,  and  are  sometimes  called  spontaneous. 
Closely  allied  to  these  systematic  inflammations  there  is  a  form  of 
spontaneous  myelitis  in  which  the  distribution  is  somewhat  irregular, 
but  still  has  a  certain  tendency  to  localize  itself.  We  shall  consider  the 
two  classes  indicated  above  under  separate  headings. 

TEANSVEESE  MYELITIS. 

1.  Acute  transverse  myelitis,  or  simply  Acute  Myehtis. — 
Acute  inflammation  of  the  spinal  cord  is  nearly  always  secondary 
to  some  other  condition.  It  may  be  produced  by  fracture,  dislocation, 
acute  curvature  of  the  vertebrae,  direct  injury  to  the  cord.  It  may  be 
caused  by  extension  of  inflammation,  as  when  an  abscess  penetrates  into 
the  spinal  canal,  producing  inflammation  first  of  the  meninges.  A 
tumour  may  produce  it  by  compression,  but  as  the  compression  is. 
usually  gradual  there  is  more  frequently  a  chronic  myelitis,  and  the 
same  applies  to  most  cases  of  curvature  of  the  spine.  Acute  m^yehtis 
also  occurs  in  consequence  of  exposure  to  cold,  especially  when  the  body 
has  been  overheated.  It  may  be  a  complication  or  sequel  of  an  acute 
specific  fever,  as  typhus,  and  it  is  said  to  be  not  imcommon  in  syphiUtic 

patients.  , 
The  myelitis  is  limited  in  longitudinal  extent,  and  as  the  usual 
result  is  softening  of  the  cord,  the  expression  ACUTE  softening 
OF  THE  CORD  is  almost  equivalent  to  myehtis.  The  softemng  is 
usually  most  manifest  in  the  grey  substance  and  may  even  be  appar- 
ently confined  to  it,  but  it  really  involves  the  white  substance  as  web, 
and  usually  the  whole  thickness  of  the  cord. 

The  softened  nervous  tissue  presents,  in  different  cases,  considerable 
variations  in  colour,  so  that  red,  yellow,  grey,  white,  and  even  green 
softening  have  been  described  If  much  blood  has  escaped  from  the 
vessels,  there  will  be  red  softening  merging  into  yellow. 

The  characteristic  morbid  changes  are  the  breaking-up  of  the  nervous 
tissue  and  fatty  degeneration  of  the  other  structures.    In  the  white 
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substance  drops  of  myeline  escaped  from  the  medullary  sheath  are 
found,  and  the  axis  c^dinders  are  Swollen.  The  fatty  degeneration  is 
manifested  in  the  presence  of  abundant  compound  granular  corpuscles, 
which,  to  a  large  extent,  are  probably  leucocytes  or  neuroglia  cells, 
which  have  picked  up  the  disintegrated  myeline;  but  there  may  be 
abimdant  leucocytes  apart  from  these  cells.  There  is  also  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels,  the  fat  here  having  a 
similar  source. 

The  myelitis  rarely  goes  on  to  suppuration,  but  usually  passes  into  a 
chronic  stage.  The  fat,  both  of  the  medullary  sheath  and  of  the  com- 
poimd  granular  corpuscles,  is  absorbed,  and  a  condition  of  grey  softening 
remains.  As  the  inflammation  becomes  more  chronic  there  is  new- 
formation  of  connective  tissue  of  a  cicatricial  character.  In  this  way 
the  cord  at  the  part  affected  may  be  replaced  by  a  cicatrix,  or  by  a  cyst, 
and  its  conduction  completely  interrupted.  In  some  cases  the  interrup- 
tion is  not  so  complete,  and  there  may  even  be  a  partial  regeneration 
of  the  conducting  fibres,  and  a  partial  recovery  from  the  consequent 
paralysis.  As  a  consequence  of  the  interruption  in  the  white  substance, 
there  is  ascending  and  descending  grey  degeneration  of  the  usual 
distribution. 


2.  Chronic  Transverse  Myelitis.— We  have  just  seen  that  this 
condition  may  follow  on  an  acute  myelitis,  but  the  inflammation  may 
be  chronic  from  the  first,  when  it  is  produced  by  an  irritant  which  acts 
gradually.  It  is  most  frequently  the  result  of  chronic  compression  of 
the  cord,  as  in  the  case  of  curvature,  or  pressure  by  a  tumour.  It  may 
also  be  propagated  from  the  membranes,  a  spinal  meningitis  passing 
into  a  myelitis.  We  have  already  seen  that  it  may  arise  by  extension 
from  a  peripheral  nerve,  the  inflammation  travelling  upwards  to  the 
cord. 

The  changes  produced  are  those  common  to  chronic  inflammations. 
There  is  new-fotmation  of  a  dense  connective  tissue,  developing  in  the 
usual  way  from  cells  like  those  of  granulations.  The  new-formed  tissue 
causes  compression  of  the  proper  nervous  elements  and  their  atrophy. 
In  the  white  substance  the  nerve  fibres  disappear,  and  in  the  grey 
substance  the  ganglion  cells.  With  the  growth  of  this  dense  tissue 
there  is  an  induration  of  the  cord,  and  the  term  sclerosis  is  appli- 
cable. In  the  white  substance  sclerosis,  causing  the  disappearance  of 
the  nerve  fibres,  brings  about  a  grey  condition,  so  that  the  appear- 
ances of  grey  degeneration  are  produced.    There  is  also  a  de-ree  of 
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shrinking  of  the  parts,  and  this  is  often  especially  manifest  in  the  grey 
substance. 

As  the  nervous  structures  are  partially  or  completely  destroyed  there 
is  a  greater  or  less  interruption  of  the  cord,  and  this  results  in  the  usual 
secondary  degenerations  above  and  below  the  seat  of  the  lesion. 

SYSTEMATIC  MYELITIS. 

As  already  indicated,  in  the  diseases  included  here  the  affection 
follows  certain  physiological  systems,  and  we  have,  in  the  first  place,  to 
inquire  whether  any  explanation  of  this  can  be  suggested. 

In  almost  all  the  examples  of  inflammation  studied  in  other  parts 
of  this  work,  the  extension  of  the  process  is  along  definite  paths. 
The  irritant  has  been  brought  to  an  organ  by  the  blood-vessels,  or  l)y 
some  path  of  transit,  such  as  a  mucous  canal,  and  it  has  extended,  it 
may  be,  by  the  lymphatics  or  along  a  surface.  In  the  lesions  here  to  be 
considered,  however,  the  problem  is  much  more  difficult.  The  localiza- 
tion of  the  disease  bears  no  relation  to  the  blood-vessels  or  lymphatic 
vessels,  and  if  the  irritant  is  brought  by  the  blood  there  must  be  local 
peculiarities  leading  to  differences  in  the  susceptibility  of  different 
structures. 

In  studying  the  various  structures  which  constitute  the  cord  we  saw 
that  in  the  development  of  the  cord  a  certain  diff"erence  is  apparent.  In 
the  white  substance  there  are  certain  fundamental  structures  constituting 
the  root-zones,  and  certain  accessory  tracts  which  are  separately  de- 
veloped, and  mostly  of  later  formation.    In  the  grey  substance  also 
there  are  differences  in  the  periods  at  which  the  groups  of  ganglion 
cells  appear,  so  much  so  that  some  of  them  which  appear  later  than 
the  rest  have  been  named  accessory  nuclei.     These  are  chiefly  the 
median  and  medio-lateral  groups.    It  is  hardly  remarkable  that  these 
various  tracts  of  white  substance  and  groups  of  ganghon  cells  should 
have  various  powers  of  resistance,  and  that  the  more  recently  developed 
or  accessory  structures  should  be  least  resistant.    It  is  even  conceivable 
that  some  of  these  should  be,  from  their  origin,  so  unstable  that  A\dthout 
any  exciting  cause  they  may  tend  to  degenerate.    In  this  way  the 
boundary  line  between  actual  inflammations  and  simple  degenerations 
is  reached.    There  are  some  of  the  diseases  here  to  be  considered  whic 
have  undoubtedly  the  characters  of  inflammation,  and  even  of  acut 
inflammation.    But  there  are  others  in  which  the  characters  are  rathe 
those  of  a  chronic  degeneration  or  atrophy  of  the  structures  concerne 
with  very  little  of  an  inflammatory  character. 
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There  are  thus  various  degrees  of  susceptibility  in  the  different 
structures  of  the  cord  and  medulla  oblongata,  and  when  an  irritant 
exists  in  the  blood,  develojaed  perhaps  in  connection  with  exposure 
to  cold  or  otherwise,  there  will  be,  according  to  circumstances,  various 
manifestations.  In  this  connection  it  will  be  understood  how  syphilis 
has  frequently  something  to  do  with  the  causation  of  these  diseases. 

1.  Sclerosis  of  the  Posterior  Columns  {Locomotor  Ataxia,  Tales 
Dorsalis).—li  the  cord  is  examined  in  well  advanced  cases  of  this  disease, 
the  posterior  white  columns  are  found  grey  and  shrunken,  and  the  pos- 
terior roots  are  also  atrophied.  There  is  often  meningitis,  the  soft  mem- 
branes being  thickened  and  adherent  to  the  cord  beneath  as  well  as  to  the 
dura  mater  on  the  surface.  The  meningitis  corresponds  in  its  extent  to  the 
degeneration,  and  is  evidence  of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease 
m  the  cord  itself.  In  early  stages  of  the  disease  the  changes  in  the  cord 
may  be  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  but  can  be  detected  with  the  micro- 
scope. In  advanced  stages  there  may  be  similar  changes  in  the  optic 
nerve,  the  oculo-motor,  the  hypoglossal,  etc. 

The  lesion  consists  primarily  in  an  inflammatory  new-formation,  round 
<;ells  are  first  produced  which  may  be  seen  most  abundantly  near  the 
blood-vessels ;  afterwards  there  is  the  usual  inflammatory  new-formation 
of  connective  tissue,  which  may  even  be  fibrillated.  There  is  corres- 
ponding destruction  of  the  nerve-fibres ;  in  the  earlier  stages  the  fibres 
are  still  present,  but  separated  by  connective  tissue  ;  through  time,  how- 


Fig.  199.— Amyloid  bodies  from  cord,    x  300. 


Fig.  200.— Posterior  sclerosis  in  an  eai-lv 
stage,  confined  to  the  external  part  of  the 
posterior  columns.  (Pierret  quoted  by  Erb  ) 


«ver,  very  tew  nerve  flbres  are  left  in  the  degenerated  part.  In  earlier 
penods  compound  granular  corpu.,cle.,  may  be  met  ,v^th,  and  in  later 
atages  there  are  commonly  large  number.,  of  amyloid  bodies.  The 
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are  round  or  oval  l)0(Iios  three  or  four  times  the  size  of  lAood  corpuscles, 
and  presenting  a  peculiar  bright  glancing  appearance  (Fig.  199).  They 
frequently  present  a  concentric  striation  like  grains  of  potato  stare) k 
and  with  iodine  they  take  on  a  deep  brown  colouration.  These  bodic 
are  sometimes  present  in  such  numl^ers  as  to  form  the  most  prominent 
feature  under  the  microscope. 

The  posterior  columns  are  the  parts  affected,  but  Charcot  has  pointed 
out  that  the  disease  does  not  invade  these  columns  uniformly.  It- 
special  seat  is  the  outer  parts  of  the  posterior  columns,  those  next  toth< 
posterior  cornua  (the  posterior  root-zones),  and  it  is  stated  that  thes-i 
alone  are  affected  in  the  earher  stages  (see  Fig.  200).    The  column-^ 
of  Goll  are  secondarily  invaded,  and  probably  as  the  result  of  an 
ascending  sclerosis.    That  this  is  so  appears  from  the  actual  examination 
of  the  cord  at  various  levels.    The  disease  begins,  and  is  usually  most 
advanced,  in  the  lumbar  region,  but  in  the  lowest  part  of  that  region 
the  lateral  parts  of  the  posterior  columns  may  be  alone  involved.  On 
passing  upwards  the  columns  of  Groll  become  also  affected,  so  that  in 
the  upper  half  of  the  lumbar  swelHng  the  degeneration  may  be  co- 
extensive with  the  posterior  columns.     This  continues  in  the  dorsal 
region,  but  in  the  cervical  the  sclerosis  begins  to  diminish  laterally,  and 
shades  off  into  the  columns  of  Goll,  in  which  it  may  be  continued  up 
into  the  restiform  body.    The  actual  primary  lesion  is  therefore  that  in 
the  lateral  parts  of  the  posterior  columns,  and  the  affection  in  the 
columns  of  Goll  is  really  an  ascending  secondary  degeneration,  these 
columns  being,    as  already  stated,  the  principal  seat  of  ascending 
sclerosis. 

Besides  extending  to  the  columns  of  Goll,  the  disease  spreads  com- 
monly to  the  posterior  roots,  which  are  often  much  atrophied.  It  may 
also  extend  to  the  posterior  grey  cornua,  in  which  case  anaesthesia 
occurs,  or  to  the  lateral  columns,  in  which  case  paralysis  ensues ;  or  it 
may  even  pass  through  to  the  anterior  cornua,  when  muscular  atrophy 
occurs  in  addition  to  paralysis. 

The  PHYSIOLOGY  of  this  disease  is  a  very  difficult  subject,  it 
is  known  that  the  most  prominent  symptom  is  imperfect  coordination 
of  the  muscular  movements,  and  that  this  is  usually  associated  m  Us 
early  periods  with  violent  pains,  and  sometimes  in  later  stages  with 
anaesthesia.  There  are  two  views  as  to  the  cause  of  the  in-coordmation. 
According  to  one,  the  connection  between  the  cerebellum  (which  is  tlie 
centre  for  coordination)  and  the  cord  is  interrupted ;  and  accoi-chng^  to 
the  other,  it  is  centripetal  or  sensory  fibres  that  are  interrupted. 
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severe  lightning  pains  of  the  early  periods  point  to  irritation  of  sensory 
fibres,  and  the  region  aflfected  is  one  where  centripetal  fibres  are 
undoubtedly  in  preponderating  numbers.  The  secondary  extension  to 
the  columns  of  Goll  also  points  to  interruption  of  centripetal  fibres,  and 
on  the  Av^hole  there  seems  no  escape  from  this  view.  It  is  no  objection 
to  it  that  anaesthesia  is  absent  in  most  cases,  and  is  usually  a  late 
symptom,  because  sensory  conduction  appears  to  be  by  many  paths,  and 
interruption  of  one  set  of  centrij)etal  fibres  does  not  abolish  it. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  in-coordination  is  due  to  interruption 
of  centrij)etal  fibres,  we  have  to  inquire  how  it  comes  about.  Lockhart 
Clarke  has  made  a  very  suggestive  observation  in  this  regard.  He 
notes  that  there  is  probably  an  interruj)tion  of  the  centrij)etal  fibres 
which  are  concerned  in  the  reflex  function  of  the  cord.  We  know 
that  in  locomotor  ataxia  the  tendon  reflex  is  abolished  (according 
to  Erb  whenever  the  ataxia  is  developed),  and  this  seems  to  indicate 
that  the  reflex  fibres  from  tendons  and  muscles  are  specially  in- 
volved. Lockhart  Clarke  suggests  that  the  normal  tonicity  of  the  muscles 
is  due  to  the  continuous  stimulation  of  the  ganglion  cells  of  the  anterior 
cornua  by  stimuli  conveyed  from  the  cutaneous  surface,  is  in  fact  a  kind 
of  permanent  reflex  action.  The  reflex  fibres  being  interrupted,  the 
tonicity  is  interfered  with,  and  the  contraction  of  the  muscles  starts,  as 
it  were,  at  a  disadvantage,  from  an  indeterminate  state  of  relaxation. 
To  this  it  may  be  objected,  that  the  tonicity  is  probably  as  much  due 
to  accidental  stimulation  of  the  motor  ganglia  from  above,  and,  besides, 
that  ordinary  reflex  action  may  be  well  retained  with  advanced  ataxia.  It 
is  here  to  be  noted  that  in  order  to  an  efficient  contraction  of  a  muscle  the 
centre  producing  the  contraction  must  be  in  close  communication  with 
the  muscle  by  centripetal  fibres,  in  order  that  it  may,  as  it  were,  start 
the  contraction  with  a  knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  muscle.  Any 
interruption  to  this  delicate  adjustment  between  muscle  and  centre  must 
seriously  interfere  with  the  efficiency  of  the  contraction,  and  the  in-co- 
ordination may  be  accounted  for  on  this  ground.  That  there  is  such 
interruption  is  rendered  evident  by  the  loss  of  the  tendon  reflex,  but 
short  of  absolute  destruction  of  the  connections,  there  may  be  such  an 
interference  with  them  as  to  render  the  contractions  inefficient.  The 
absence  of  this  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  muscles  previous 
to.  contraction  may  be  partly  compensated  by  using  the  eyes  to  direct 
the  movements,  the  motor  cells  in  the  cord  being,  as  it  were,  informed 
from  above  of  the  state  of  the  muscles. 

The  occasional  supervention  of  ancesthesia  in  locomotor  ataxia  is  to 
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be  held  as  indicating  an  extension  of  the  disease  to  the  grey  matter  of 
the  cord.  The  occurrence  of  true  paralysis  indicates  that  the  neigh- 
bouring motor  tracts  in  the  lateral  columns  have  become  involved. 

The  sclerosis  not  infrequently  extends  beyond  the  cord.  Of  very 
common  occurrence  is  atrophy  of  the  optic  nerve  from  sclerosis,  and 
there  may  be  affections  of  the  lyiditory  and  other  cerebral  nerves. 
There  may  be  in-coordination  of  the  muscles  of  the  eyeball  and  of  those 
of  speech,  indicating  the  extension  of  the  disease  to  the  medulla 
oblongata. 

In  addition  to  the  conditions  already  referred  to,  Charcot  has  called 
special  attention  to  certain  trophic  lesions  which  occasionally  occur 
in  locomotor  ataxia.  These  are  of  three  kinds,  namely,  certain 
cutaneous  eruptions,  muscular  atrophy,  and  affections  of  the  joints. 
The  CUTANEOUS  ERUPTIONS  occur  in  the  earlier  periods,  usually  coincid- 
ing with  the  attacks  of  lightning  pains,  and  they  are  in  the  form  jof  local 
eruptions  of  herpes,  lichen,  pemphigus.  As  these  occur  in  the  earher 
periods,  and  are  coincident  with  the  pains  which  are  evidences  of  irrita- 
tion of  the  centripetal  fil)res,  we  may  infer  that  the  trophic  fibres  of  the 
skin  are  situated  in  the  posterior  roots,  and  that  it  is  because  these  are 
involved  in  the  inflammatory  process  that  the  cutaneous  eruptions  occur. 
Muscular  atrophy  is  not  very  common  in  locomotor  ataxia,  and  is  of 
later  occurrence.  The  mu^scles  may  waste  as  a  direct  result  of  paralysis, 
but  this  is  a  slow  atrophy  from  disuse.  In  some  cases,  however,  there 
are  localized  atrophies  of  special  muscles  similar  to  those  in  progressive 
muscular  atrophy  and  in  bulliar  paralysis.  In  these  cases  the  disease  has 
extended  to  the  anterior  cornua  in  which  are  situated  the  trophic 
centres  of  the  muscles,  and  there  is  destruction  of  the  ganglion  cells 
there,  just  as  in  progressive  muscular  atrophy.  The  affections  of 
the  joints  consist  in  comparatively  acute  swellings,  with  exudation, 
followed  by  atrophy  of  the  ends  of  the  bones.  Dislocations  of  the  joints 
may  occur  in  consequence.  These  trophic  disturbances  of  the  joints 
seem  also  to  occur  in  cases  where  the  disease  extends  to  the  anterior 
cornua,  the  trophic  centres  for  the  whole  organs  of  locomotion  having 
their  seat  there.  The  propagation  of  the  disease  to  the  anterior  cornua, 
leading  to  muscular  atrophy  or  trojihic  affections  of  the  joints,  seems  to 
be  not  uncommon,  and  may  occur  at  a  comparatively  early  period.  This 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  remarkable  when  we  consider  that  there  are, 
for  purposes  of  reflex  action,  direct  connections  between  the  posterior  . 
rootrzones  and  the  anterior  cornua. 
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Friedrich's  Hereditary  Ataxia. — A  considerable  number  of  cases 
tave  been  described  in  which  motor  in-coordination  has  appeared  at  an 
•early  age  in  several  members  of  the  same  family.  There  is,  in  these 
cases,  probably  a  congenital  faulty  development  of  the  cord,  and  the 
ataxia  is  the  consequence  rather  of  a  degenerative  than  an  inflammatory 
process.  Consistently  -with  this  there  are  seldom  lightning  pains,  or  any 
affection  of  sensation.  There  is  also  little  tendency  to  transverse  exten- 
sion of  the  lesion  in  the  cord,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  longitudinal 
extension  is  very  rapid,  the  disease  attacking  almost  the  whole  extent 
of  the  cord  at  once.  It  also  extends  to  the  medulla  oblongata,  as 
evidenced  by  the  occurrence  of  disturbance  of  sjDeech  and  nystagmus. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  insane  is  often  associated  with  ataxia, 
and  the  spinal  cord  presents  sclerosis  of  the  posterior  columns  similar 
to  that  in  ordinary  ataxia. 

2.  Spontaneous  Lateral  Sclerosis  {ErVs  Spastic  Paralysis). — In 
studying  descending  degeneration,  we  saw  that  the  pyramidal  tract  is 
liable  to  secondary  changes  when  interrupted  in  its  course.  In  the  dis- 
ease now  under  consideration,  we  have  an  independent  disease  of  the  pyr- 
amidal tract,  having  a  similar  anatomical  distribution.  It  usually  begins 
in  the  lumbar  cord,  and  attacks  simultaneously  both  pyramidal  tracts. 
These  cases  are  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence,  but  seldom  come  to 
post-mortem  examination.  In  a  case  recorded  by  Dreschfeld,  however, 
sclerosis  was  found  in  the  lateral  columns. 

The  symptoms  already  referred  to  as  characteristic  of  descending 
sclerosis  are  here  very  pronounced,  namely,  spasm  of  the  muscles 
chiefly  of  the  lower  extremity,  -vvith  exaggerated  tendon  reflex.  There 
is  also,  of  course,  paralysis. 

The  sclerosis  appears  to  extend  not  infrequently  from  the  pyramidal 
tract  to  the  anterior  cornua  of  the  grey  substance.  In  that  case  there 
is  muscular  atrophy  in  addition  to  the  other  phenomena.  To  conditions 
of  this  kind,  Charcot  has  given  the  name  ajviyotrophic  lateral 
SCLEROSIS. 

3.  POLIOMYELITIS  ANTERIOR  ACUTA  {Infantile  Paralysis,  Acute  Atrophic 
Spinal  Paralysis).— Thi^  is  a  disease  mostly  of  infancy  and  early  childhood, 
but  not  by  any  means  unknown  in  the  adult.  At  the  onset  there  are 
usually  signs  of  acute  inflammation  (fever,  sometimes  convulsions),  but 
these  symptoms  may  be  very  slight,  and  the  first  thing  noticed  is  the 
paralysis.   Whether  accompanied  by  fever  or  not,  the  paralysis  develops 
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suddenly,  and  gonenilly  attains  its  full  extent  almost  at  once.    It  may 
affect  botli  arras  and  both  legs,  or  the  legs  alone,  or  the  arms  alone,  or 
the  leg  and  arm  on  one  side,  or  one  leg  or  one  arm  alone.  After 
some  weeks,  the  paralysis  begins  to  improve,  and  may  go  on  im- 
proving for  some  time.    Complete  recovery  rarely  results,  and  gener- 
ally the  paralysis  atfects  certain  muscles  permanently.     The  whole 
muscles  of  a  limb  may  remain  paralysed,  or  the  paralysis  may  l)e 
limited  to  a  group  or  two  of  muscles.    In  the  permanently  paralysed 
muscles  a  rapid  atrophy  occurs  which  becomes  very  extreme.  The 
bones  of  the  paralysed  part  do  not  grow  normally,  and  the  articular 
tions  are  imperfectly  adjusted.    Certain  deformities  ensue,  the  com-j 
monest  and  most  prominent  of  which  is  clubfoot.    Curvature  of  the 
spine  is  also  a  comparatively  frequent  result.    All  through  the  diseaso 
the  patient  may  maintain  good  general  health,  and  after  recovery  from 
the  initial  fever  he  may  present  nothing  abnormal  l)ut  the  paralysis  ami 
atrophy.    Through  time  he  learns  to  use  his  remaining  muscles  to  the 
best  advantage,  and  may  pass  through  a  long  hfe  maimed  by  the 
infantile  attack. 

In  its  anatomical  aspects,  the  disease  is  an  acute  inflammation  of  th 
grey  siibstance  of  the  anterior  cornua  of  the  cord.    There  are  no  obser  ^ 
vations  as  to  the  changes  at  the  very  outset  of  the  disease,  but  there' 
can  be  little  doubt  that  there  is  the  usual  inflammatory  hyperaemia  and 
oedema,  causing  by  pressure  interference  with  the  ganglion  cells  of  the 
anterior  cornua.    Some  cases  have  also  been  observed  in  which  there 
was  hemorrhage  in  the  anterior  horns.    The  earhest  cases  examine^l 
had  been  already  two  months  affected  with  the  disease,  and  at  this 
date  little  can  be  made  out  with  the  naked  eye.   Under  the  microscope, 
however,  the  anterior  cornua  are  seen  to  be  altered,  not  continuousl} , 
but  in  patches.    They  contain  numerous  round  cells  and  compound  gran- 
ular corpuscles.    The  ganghon  cells  in  certain  of  the  groups  have  dis- 
appeared or  have  shrunk  considerably.   At  the  periphery  of  the  affected 
patches  round  cells  are  aggregated  and  there  is  already  some  shnnkmg 
of  the  patches.    The  condition  is  most  manifest  in  the  lumbar  and 
cervical  enlargements.    The  anterior  roots  are  also  somewhat  atrophied, 
and  show  evidences  of  degenerative  changes. 

Many  cases  have  been  examined  years  after  the  onset  of  the  disease, 
at  intervals  varying  from  seventeen  to  sixty-one  years,  and  the  changes 
have  been  very  obvious  even  to  the  naked  eye.     These  consist  o 
sclerosis  with  shrinking,  mainly  of  the  anterior  grey  cornua,  but  also  oi 
the  anterior  and  antero-lateral  columns  of  white  substance  (see  Fig.  .Ui;. 
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These  changes  are  very  manifest  when  the  cord  has  been  hardened  and 
fine  transverse  sections  made.  The  shrinking  of  the  horn  affects  cer- 
tain of  the  groups  of  cells  specially,  and  the  shrunken  part  consists 


Fig.  201. — Anterior  poliomyelitis.  The  left  anterior  comu  in  the  cer- 
vical region  is  shrunkeii,  and  there  is  atrophy  of  all  the  white  columns  on 
that  side.  Prom  a  woman,  aged  .'iO,  who  was  the  subject  of  infantUe  par- 
alysis of  the  right  arm.  (Cuarcot.) 


largely  of  connective  tissue  in  which  no  ganglion  cells  are  visible  or 
only  deformed  and  pigmented  ones.  There  is  connective  tissue  mth 
abundant  nuclei  and  enormous  numbers  of  amyloid  bodies.  There  is 
also  sclerosis  of  the  antero-lateral  columns,  the  connective  substance 
being  increased  and  the  nerve  fibres  to  some  extent  atrophied.  The 
lesion  in  the  anterior  cornua  is  by  no  means  homogeneous  or  sym- 
metrical. One  cornu  may  be  atrophied  and  the  other  normal,  and  on 
examining  sections  at  different  levels  there  is  great  variety  in  the 
longitudinal  distribution. 

In  the  early  periods  of  the  disease  the  extensive  paralysis  seems  due 
to  pressure  by  the  distended  vessels  and  inflammatory  exudation,  and 
in  some  cases  by  extravasated  blood.  In  this  period  some  ganglion  cells 
may  be  destroyed,  but  those  not  destroyed  may  recover  as  the  acute 
inflammation  passes  off.  In  many  parts  the  inflammation  is  slight 
and  subsides  completely,  in  others  it  is  severe  and  goes  on  to 
sclerosis,  and  there  is  permanent  destruction  of  the  ganglion  cells. 
Hence  it  is  that  a  paralysis  which  has  been  at  first  almost  universal 
may  be  recovered  from  almost  completely.    The  improvement  goes  on 
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till  all  the  cells  which  are  capable  of  it  have  recovered,  and  there  is  a 
residue  which  have  heen  permanently  lost  and  cannot  be  restored. 
Those  permanently  lost  colls  represent  single  muscles  and  groups  of 
muscles,  and  there  is  a  corresponding  localized  pai-alysis. 

The  centres  Avhich  have  the  direct  control  of  the  contractions  of  the 
individual  muscles  are  prol>ably  the  centres  which  command  the  nutri- 
tion of  the  muscles  and  their  nerves ;  or  the  trophic  centres,  if  separate, 
must  at  least  lie  alongside  of  the  muscular  centres.  For  the  perman- 
ently paralysed  muscles  soon  undergo  a  marked  and  rapid  atrophy  and 
the  fibres  of  the  anterior  roots  also  degenerate.  The  muscular  atrophy 
is  not  simply  from  disuse,  for  it  is  much  greater  and  more  rapid  than 
in  cases  of  paralysis  where  the  anterior  cornua  are  not  affected.  The 
muscles  rapidly  get  soft  and  emaciated,  and  may  entirely  4isappear. 
Besides  the  loss  of  substance  there  may  be  proliferation  of  the  nuclei  of 
the  interstitial  connective  tissue,  and  sometimes  there  is  infiltration  of 
fat  in  the  interstitial  tissue,  so  that  the  muscle  may  appear  less 
atrophied  than  it  really  is.  The  defective  development  of  the  bones 
and  joints  may  be  partly  from  disuse,  but  also  probably  to  some  extent 
from  destruction  of  trophic  centres. 

Although  most  common  in  children  a  good  many  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease have  now  been  recorded  in  ADULTS.  Here  also  it  is  ushered  in  by, 
acute  symptoms  such  as  fever,  pain  in  back  and  extremities,  vomiting, 
headache.  The  paralysis  develops  mostly  in  a  few  hours,  but  it  may  be 
as  long  as  a  day  or  two.  After  a  time  recovery  begins,  and  is  more 
frequently  complete  than  in  the  case  of  children.  It  is  frequently  in- 
complete, and  then  we  have  paralytic  deformities,  which,  however,  as 
the  bones  are  fully  formed  are  not  so  striking  as  in  the  case  of  children. 
Here,  also,  there  is  rapid  atrophy  of  the  muscles,  which  is  not  so  liable 
to  be  concealed  by  fatty  infiltration  as  in  the  case  of  children. 

4.  Poliomyelitis  anterior  chronica.— Some  very  interesting  cases 
have  been  recorded  in  which,  with  little  or  no  fever  or  disturbance  of 
the  general  health,  a  motor  paralysis  has  occurred,  and  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days  or  weeks  has  extended  to  the  entire  lower  limb  and  then 
rapidly  to  the  upper.  It  rarely  takes  the  opposite  course.  The  mus- 
cles become  slack  and  soft  and  lose  their  reflex  irritability,  and  they 
rapidly  atrophy.  There  have  been  few  post-mortem  examinations  as 
vet  but  they  seem  to  show  a  chronic  inflammation  or  sclerosis  of  the 
anterior  cornua  with  loss  of  the  ganglion  cells.     The  disease  is  fre- 
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qiiently  recovered  from,  but  recovery  is  slow  and  comiDletc  restitution 
may  take  years.  On  the  other  hand,  the  disease  may  extend  upwards 
and  produce  death.  In  this  disease,  also,  it  will  be  observed  centres  for 
contraction  and  trophic  centres  seem  to  be  simultaneously  affected. 

5.  Progressive  Muscular  Atrophy.— This  disease,  although  its 
name  points  to  an  affection  of  the  muscles,  is  yet  considered  here, 
because  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  an  affection  of  the  spinal 
cord  is  the  primary  lesion,  the  muscular  condition  being  secondary. 

In  its  clinical  aspects  the  main  feature  is  a  gradually  progressive 
atrophy  and  consequent  paralysis  of  the  muscles.  It  very  commonly 
begins  in  the  muscles  of  the  hand,  but  progresses  from  one  muscle  to 
another  till  the  death  of  the  patient.  In  its  later  stages  it  frequently 
becomes  associated  with  a  corresponding  disease  of  the  medulla 
oblongata,  namely,  bulbar  paralysis,  to  be  considered  next. 

The  change  in  the  muscles  consists  in  what  may  be  regarded  as  a 
chronic  inflammation  of  them.  The  muscular  nuclei  increase  in  num- 
ber, and  as  the  contractile  substance  diminishes,  the  sarcolemma  may 
come  to  be  filled  with  cells,  the  result  of  this  proliferation  of  the 
muscular  nuclei.  At  the  same  time  the  interstitial  connective  tissue 
shows  active  changes,  increase  of  nuclei,  and  new-formation  of  connec- 
tive tissue.  In  the  muscular  substance  various  forms  of  degeneration 
have  been  observed,  chiefly  fatty  and  waxy,  or  simple  atrophy.  In 
any  case  the  muscular  fibres  are  lost  by  degrees  and  the  connective 
tissue  increased  but  not  sufiiciently  to  make  up  the  bulk  of  the  lost 
muscular  substance.  Sometimes  a  fatty  infiltration  of  the  connective 
tissue  occurs,  so  that  adipose  tissue  comes  to  occupy  the  place  of  the 
muscle  to  a  large  extent.  This  change,  if  it  occurs,  is  only  local,  and 
pure  atrophy  may  exist  side  by  side  with  atrophy  with  formation  of 
adipose  tissue.  This  formation  of  adipose  tissue  is  mostly  a  late,  and  by 
no  means  a  characteristic,  occurrence  in  this  disease. 

Although  these  changes  are  very  manifest  in  the  muscles  those  in 
the  spmal  cord  are  doubtiess  the  primary  ones.  There  have  been  now 
not  a  few  trustworthy  observations  in  whicKthe  large  ganglion  cells  in 
the  antenor  cornua  have  been  found  destroyed.  Their  destruction  is 
variously  described  as  due  to  chronic  inflammation  or  atrophy,  and  at  the 
best  nothing  can  be  found  in  the  afifected  region  but  the  shrivelled  re 
mams  of  these  ganglion  cells.  This  is  probably  an  inflammation 
extending  slowly  along  the  cord  and  confining  itself  to  the  anterior  grev 
comua.  °  J 
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As  to  tho  exact  locality  of  the  affected  ganglion  cells,  it  is,  according 
to  Ross,  the  central  grey  column  (the  grey  sul)stance  on  either  side  of 
the  central  canal)  which  is  most  affected,  being  traversed  by  large 
canals  and  fibrillated.    In  the  annexed  figure  (Fig.  202)  it  is  also  seen 

that  the  cells  of  the  median  gi'oup 
have  entirely  disappeared,  while  the 
other  groups  of  the  anterior  cornua 
are  limited  in  size,  the  peripheral 
cells  of  the  groups  having  disap- 
peared, leaving  only  the  more  central 
ones.  It  very  commonly  happens 
that,  short  of  absolute  destruction  of 
the  ganglion  cells,  they  are  greatly 
atrophied  and  pigmented  (ingmentary 
atrophy). 

It  is  to  be  added  that  Leyden  has 
recorded  a  case  of  progressive  mus- 
cular atrophy  in  which  there  was  the 
peculiar  condition  of  the  cord  desig- 
nated Syringomyelia  ;  in  this  there 
are  gaps  of  a  longitudinal  shape 
and  filled  with  fluid  present  in  the. 
cord.   These  cavities  result  probably 

vanced  case,  xne  central  poruiun  ui  gic^  »uu-  , 
stance  is  fibrillated;  the  median  group  of  cells  f^Om  an  inflammatory  prOCCSS,  ana 
has  disappeared,  and  the  other  groups  are  _  -.i  •     i:  +-^-r, 

atrophied.  (Ross.)  there  IS  aloug  With  their  formation 

a  destruction  of  ganglion  cells,  so  that  fundamentally  this  case  is  not 
different  to  the  others. 

In  some  cases  there  has  been,  in  addition  to  disease  of  the  anterior 
cornua,  atrophy  of  the  anterior  roots  of  the  nerves,  but  this  has  not 
been  oijserved  in  all  cases.  There  has  also  been  observed  at  the  peri- 
pheral terminations  of  the  nerves  and  in  immediate  connection  Aviththe 
muscles  a  condition  somewhat  analogous  to  that  of  the  muscles.  There 
was  thickening  of  the  nerve  sheath  with  multiplication  of  nuclei.  Al- 
though generally  confined  to  the  fine  intramuscular  twigs  these  changes 
sometimes  extend  into  the  nerve  stems. 

It  may  be  asked  How  is  the  atrophy  here  such  a  remarkable 
feature,  apparently  preceding  the  paralysis  ?  It  is  difficult  to  answer 
this  question,  but  it  looks  as  if  the  trophic  ganghon  cells  and  proper 
muscular  ones  were  different  and  yet  situated  close  to  each  other,  ihe 
trophic  are  in  this  disease  first  affected  seriously. 


Fig  202. —Progressive  muscular  atroiihy— 
section  of  cord  in  cervical  region,  from  an  ad- 
vanced case.    The  central  portion  of  grey  sab- 
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6.  Bulbar  Paralysis,  or  Glosso-Labio- Laryngeal  Paralysis. 
— This  condition  is  called  bulbar  jDaralysis  from  the  fact  that  the  part 
affected  is  the  medulla  oblongata,  which  is  frequently  designated  the 
bulb.  There  is  progressive  atrophy  and  paralysis  of  muscles  supplied 
from  the  medulla  oblongata.  The  muscles  are  mainly  those  of  the 
tongue,  lijjs,  arches  of  palate,  j)harynx  and  larynx,  and  in  consequence 
there  is  jirogressive  interference  with  articulation,  chewing,  swallowing, 
and  even  ■\^^th  the  production  of  the  voice.  The  disease  may  pass  on 
later  to  affect  the  more  important  functions  of  the  medulla  oblongata, 
those  concerned  in  respiration,  etc. 

We  have  already  seen  in  connection  with  the  normal  structure 
of  the  medulla  oblongata  that  on  passing  from  the  cord  the  grey  sub- 
stance is  dislocated  backwards,  and  that  in  the  posterior  region  of  the 
medulla  a  set  of  grey  nuclei  appear,  which,  as  the  spinal  canal  opens  up 
in  the  fourth  ventricle,  present  themselves  in  the  floor  of  that  ventricle. 
These  nuclei  are  mainly  motor,  corresponding  with  the  anterior  cornua, 
and  they  form  the  immediate  centres  for  certain  cerebral  nerves  (see  Fig. 
203).  In  the  lower  half  of  the  fourth 
ventricle  we  find  the  hyjDoglossal  nuc- 
leus (xii')  occupying  the  part  next 
the  middle  Hne.  Outside  it  there  is 
the  spinal  accessory  nucleus  which 
begins  in  the  cord,  and  does  not  extend 
far  in  the  floor  of  the  ventricle ;  it  is 
not  shown  in  figure,  but  gives  place 
to  the  nucleus  of  the  pneumogastric 
or  vagus  (x').  Outside  the  vagus 
appears  the  glosso-pharyngeal,  which 
partially  divides  the  vagus  nucleus  into 
two 

nucleus  gets  smaller  and  the  hypoglossal  and  glosso-pharyngeal  ap- 
proximate to  each  other.  Above  that  again  come  in  the  nucleus  of  the 
sixth  (the  abducens)  in  the  middle  line,  and  outside  that  the  motor 
nucleus  of  the  fifth  and  the  facial.  Outside  these  again  are  sensory 
nuclei,  those  of  the  acoustic  and  of  the  fifth. 

In  bulbar  paralysis  there  is  atrophy  of  these  grey  nuclei.  It  is 
seldom  that  opportunity  is  afforded  of  examining  the  medulla  in  recent 
stages,  but  according  to  Benedikt,  who  had  such  an  opportunity,  there 
are  definite  signs  of  inflammation,  hyi^eraimia,  thickening  of  the  walls 
of  the  vessels,  and  numerous  round  cells.    In  later  periods  increase  of 


Fig.  203.  -Mediilla  oblongata  at  the  level  of 
-  the  fourth  ventricle,  showing  the  position  of 

As  we  pass  upwards  the  vagus      ^"-'^^  (Quain.) 
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the  connective  tissue,  with  round  cells  and  amyloid  bodies,  have  been 
observed.  These  changes  centre  in  the  nucleus  of  the  hypoglossal,  and 
this  nucleus  is  usually  most  seriously  damaged,  but  they  pass  soon  to  the 
accessory  and  vagus,  Avhile  the  glosso-pharyngeal  sometimes,  but  not 
usually,  escapes.  The  nucleus  of  the  facial  is  often  attacked,  and  some- 
times that  of  the  motor  branch  of  the  fifth.  The  disease  seldom  extends 
to  the  abducens,  and  never  attacks  the  sensory  nuclei  of  the  acoustic 
and  fifth. 

The  corresi^onding  nerves  usually  show  considerable  atrophy,  espe- 
pecially  the  hypoglossal,  and  next  to  it  the  accessory,  vagus,  and 
glosso-pharyngeal.  In  them  may  be  found  a  fatty  degeneration  involv- 
ing destruction  of  the  medullary  sheath  and  subsequent  overgrowth  of 
connective  tissue.  In  this  way  the  nerve-root  may  come  to  be  almost 
nothing  but  a  connective-tissue  strand. 

In  the  affected  muscles  the  change  is  exactly  parallel  to  that  in  pro- 
gressive muscular  atrophy  with  which  sooner  or  later  this  disease  is  so 
frequently  associated.  There  is  increase  of  the  muscular  nuclei  and 
connective  tissue,  with  destruction  of  the  proper  contractile  substance, 
and  consequent  atrophy  of  the  muscle  as  a  whole.  Thus  the  tongue, 
palatine  arches,  lips,  pharynx,  and  larynx  may  have  their  muscles 
intensely  atrophied.  Sometimes  also  the  muscles  of  the  neck,  especially 
the  trapezius  (supplied  by  the  spinal  accessory),  are  affected.  In  some, 
cases  the  atrophy  is  obscured,  as  in  progressive  muscular  atrophy,  by 
the  interstitial  tissue  becoming  adipose. 

7.  PsEUDO -HYPERTROPHIC  PARALYSIS. — It  is  a  disputed  point 
whether  this  disease  is  primarily  one  of  the  muscles  or  of  the  cord,  but 
it  presents  some  features  similar  to  those  of  the  last  two  affections  we 
have  considered,  and  deserves  notice  here. 

The  disease  consists  in  a  great  atrophy  of  the  muscular  substance 
proper,  with  a  great  new-formation  of  adipose  tissue  in  the  muscle. 
Gowers  describes  the  appearance  in  a  case  where  a  post-mortem  examm- 
ation  was  procured  as  follows  :— "  On  cutting  into  the  gastrocnemius  it 
was  difficult  to  believe  that  the  section  was  that  of  muscle.  Its  appear- 
ance was  precisely  that  of  a  fatty  tumour— a  yellow  greasy  mass  of  fat, 
in  which  no  trace  of  muscular  redness  could  be  perceived.  Under  the 
microscope  the  resemblance  to  a  fatty  tumour  was  also  strikingly  close. 
Cells  distended  with  homogeneous  fat  covered  the  field.  Passmg 
among  the  fat  cells,  however,  were  narrow  bands,  which  consisted  T)f 
fibrous  tissue  and  muscular  fibres."    This  is  a  very  correct  description 
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of  the  appearances  in  advanced  cases.  The  muscular  fibres  which 
remain  are  of  various  sizes,  and  many  of  them  in  an  advancing  state  of 
atrophy  so  as  hardly  to  be  recognized  as  muscular  fibres,  except  by  the 
transverse  striae  (Fig. 
204).  The  jirimary  / — 
process  here  is  an  in-  ^- 
crease  of  the  connective 
tissue  with  atrophy  of 
the  muscle,  the  addition 
of  fat  and  conversion 
into  adiposetissue  being- 
secondary.  This  con- 
version takes  place  vari- 
ously in  different  mus- 
cles. In  the  same  in- 
dividual you  may  find 
some  muscles  almost 
converted  into  fat  and 

others  in  which    there  204.— Muscle  in  pseudo-hyijertrophlc  paralysis.    There  is 

,  chiefly  adipose  tissue  with  a  few  atrophied  muscular  fibres 

IS  very  little  adipose  x  iso- 

tissue,  the  condition  in  the  latter  case  being  virtually  identical  with  that 
in  progressive  muscular  atrophy. 

In  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  spinal  cord  in  this  disease,  not 
many  careful  observations  have  been  made,  and  some  of  these  have 
aff'orded  apparently  negative  results.  In  a  case  examined  by  Lockhart 
Clarke  and  Gowers  there  were  obvious  changes  in  the  cord,  consisting 
of  sclerosis  and  consequent  disintegration  of  white  and  grey  substance 
in  various  regions.  In  a  case  examined  by  Eoss  there  Avas  very  marked 
atrophy  of  certain  groups  of  ganglion  cells  in  the  lumbar  dorsal  and 
cervical  regions,  the  distribution  of  the  atrophy  varying  in  the  diff"erent 
regions. 

Figures  205  and  206  represent  the  cervical  and  lumbar  enlargements 
in  a  case  examined  by  the  author  in  conjunction  with  Dr.  Alexander 
Eobertson.  The  ganglion  cells  in  the  anterior  and  internal  groups  in 
the  cervical  region,  and  in  the  internal  group  in  the  lumbar,  are  defi- 
cient in  number,  but  elsewhere  they  are  abundant,  and  it  could  not  be 
made  out  that  there  was  any  special  shrinking  or  pigmentation  of  the 
ganglion  cells  of  the  various  groups. 

Opinions  are  divided  on  the  question  whether  this  disease  is 
pnmarily  muscular  or  nervous,  but  the  analogy  with  progressive 

2  E  ^ 
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muscular  atrophy  renders  it  pi'oljable  that  it  is  primarily  a  disease 
of  the  cord. 


Fig,  205.- 


-Cervical  enlargement  in  a  case  of  pseudo-liypertrophic  paralysis. 


TUMOUBS  OF  THE  CORD  AND  MEDULLA  OBLONGATA. 

Tumours  actually  originating  in  the  cord  or  medulla  are  excessiv^y 
xare;  tumours  originating  in  the  membranes  or  el-where  outs  d  tl. 
cord  and  pressing  on  the  cord  are  rather  ;^,^^Xl, 
OLIOMA  and  SARCOMA,  and  also  of  fibroma  of  the  coid  and  medu. 
oblongata,  have  been  observed.  common 

Scrofulous  tubercles  similar  to  those  which 
in  t"    and  will  be  described  hereafter,  have  been  met  with  m  the 
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They  have  been  foiind  most 


cord,  but  are  of  very  rare  occurrence, 
fi'equently  in  the  himbar  region. 

Syphilitic  c4ummata 
are  also  of  occasicftial  oc- 
currence. Like  those  of 
the  brain,  they  are  mostly 
superficial  and  involve 
the  membranes,  where 
they  probabl}^  originate. 

Cysts    occur  very 
rarely  in  connection  with 
tumours.     Apart  from 
these,   tubular  cavities 
are  sometimes  met  with 
(syringomyelia).  Some 
of  these  are  due  to  con- 
genital dilatation  of  the 
central  canal  of  the  cord, 
but  many  of  them  are 
of   independent  origin. 
These  latter  are  usually 
situated  in  the  posterior 
columns   and    in  their 
deeper    parts  immedi- 
ately behind  the  central 
canal.     Cavities  of  this 
kind  are  caused  by  ex- 
tensive loss  of  substance, 
but  it  is  often  obscure  how  this  has  come  about,  whether  by  inflamma- 
tion or  otherwise.     In  this  connection,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that 
Eichhorst  found,  in  experiments  on  animals  in  which  the  cord  had 
been  divided  or  injured,  that  cavities  formed  frequently  in  the  posterior 
columns,  and  sometimes  extended  into  the  central  canal.    When  the 
syringomyelia  is  due  to  dilatation  of  the  central  canal  the  cysts  are 
lined  with  cihated  epithelium,  but  even  in  the  other  forms  this  may 
be  the  case. 


Fig.  206.— Lumbar  enlargement  in  a  case  of  pseudo-hvper- 
troplnc  paralysis. 
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C— THE  ENCEPHALON. 


ANATOMICAL  INTRODUCTION. 

In  the  section  introductory  to  diseases  of  the  spinal  cord  and 
medulla  oblongata  the  course  of  the  respective  tracts  of  nerve  fibres 
and  their  connection  with  the  various  ganglionic  centres  were  traced. 
In  the  encephalon  we  shall  adopt  the  same  method,  premising  that 
the  course  of  the  fibres  is  here  even  more  important,  as  they  are 
liable  to  be  interrupted  in  a  more  isolated  fashion.     It  is  of  great 
importance  that  the  pathologist  should  have  an  acquaintance  with 
the  general  relations  of  parts  so  as  to  identify  the  position  of  lesions. 
In  this  section  nothing  more  is  attempted  than  to  indicate  these  general 
relations,  the  more  intricate  particulars  being  left  to  the  special  works 
on  anatomy.    In  the  actual  work  of  post-mortem  examination,  it  is 
important  to  note  the  exact  locality  of  lesions  on  the  spot.    To  assist 
in  this,  tracings  may  be  made  of  the  figures  which  accompany  this  sec- 
tion, or  of  similar  ones,  the  position  of  the  lesions  being  entered  in 
shading. 


1 


I 


■piD-  "07  -Pons  varolii.  In  lower  half  the  transverse  section  of  nerve 
l^n^llVs  continued  upwards  from  the  cord  is  seen,  the  pyramidal  tract 
S  in  froiTcor  \?wer  in  figure).  The  Roman  numerals  and  letters 
indicate  the  nuclei  of  spinal  nerves.  (Quain.) 

In  the  medulla  oblongata,  as  we  have  seen,  the  motor  fibres  which 
have  been  in  the  lateral  columns  of  the  cord  come  forward  and  form  the 
anterior  pyramids,  in  which  they  decussate.  The  sensory  fibres  are  np.;; 
behind  and  they  remain  posterior  to  the  motor  m  all  the  succeedm. 
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parts.  In  the  PONS  varolii  (Fig.  207)  the  motor  fibres  are  in  front, 
forming  bundles,  as  shown  in  lower  half  of  figure,  but  overlaid  by  the 
transverse  fibres  from  the  cerebellum.  Besides  these  fibres,  which  are 
mainly  in  the  anterior  half  of  the  pons,  there  are  grey  nuclei  (shown 
in  figure)  which  continue  up  the  series  which  lie  in  the  floor  of  the 
fourth  ventricle  in  the  medulla  oblongata.  In  the  pons  the  principal 
nuclei  are  those  of  the  sixth  and  facial,  the  motor  and  sensory  roots  of 
the  fifth,  and  one  of  the  nuclei  of  the  auditory  nerve.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  also  that  the  fibres  of  these  nerves  in  part  at  least  traverse 
the  pons,  and  are  hable  to  be  involved  by  a  lesion,  even  when  the 
nuclei  are  not  reached. 

In  the  CRURA  cerebri,  or  cerebral  peduncles,  the  motor  fibres 
are  in  front  and  internal,  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  crusta. 
Sensory  fibres  occupy  about  the  external  fourth  of  the  crusta.  Behind 
the  crusta  is  the  locus  niger,  behind  which  again  is  the  tegmentum, 
which  contains  a  rather  complex  mass  of  fibres  and  grey  matter. 

Above  the  crura  the  fibres  are  continued  upwards,  the  motor  still 
anterior  and  the  sensory  posterior  in  the  mass  of  white  substance  called 
the  INTERNAL  CAPSULE.    It  is  here  necessary  to  be  somewhat  more 
minute  in  the  description  of  the  relation  of  the  structures,  as  these 
relations  are  of  great  importance.    When  one  of  the  lateral  ventricles  of 
the  brain  is  opened,  certain  masses  of  grey  nervous  tissue  are  seen  in  its 
floor.    In  front  there  is  9,  long  brown  prominence,  rounded  anteriorly, 
and  tailed  behind.    This  is  the  nucleus  caudatus,  which  is  often  desig- 
nated the   corpus   striatum,  although  really  only  one  piece  of  it. 
Behind  the  nucleus  caudatus  is  the  optic  thalamus  which  is  more  bulky 
and  rounded.    It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  opening  the  lateral  ventri- 
cle almost  no  nerve  fibres  need  to  be  cut  except  the  commissural  ones  of 
the  corpus  callosum.    The  great  masses  of  nerve  fibres  passing  upwards 
are  as  it  were  pushed  outwards  by  the  lateral  ventricle,  and  we  have  to 
cut  into  its  floor  in  order  to  reach  them.    From  the  accompanying 
figure,  which  represents  a  horizontal  section  of  the  brain  just  below  the 
.  floor  of  the  lateral  ventricle,  the  relations  of  parts  may  be  gathered 
(Fig.  208).    Beneath  and  outside  the  nucleus  caudatus  (NC),  and  con- 
tinuous above  and  externally  with  the  great  central  white  substance  of 
^e  hemispheres,  the  corona  radiata,  there  is  a  mass  of  white  substance 
This  IS  the  INTERNAL  CAPSULE  in  which  may  be  distinguished  an  an- 
tenor  division  IK',  a  posterior  division  IK,  and  a  middle  part,  the 
imee  K.    To  the  outside  of  and  beneath  the  internal  capsule  lies  a  mass 
o±  grey  substance  {LN),  which  on  section  has  a  triangular  shape  with  the 
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buso  turned  outwards,  luid  is  seen  to  be  divided  into  tliree  pieces  (shown 
on  right  side).    This  is  the  nucleus  lenticularis,  which  is  generally 

ah 


Vis  208.-Horizoiital  section  of  brain  of  a  child  nine  i^onths  old,  the  nght  side  at  a 
somfwiiat  lower  level  than  the  left.    F,  frontal ;  'IS,  temporo-spheuoidal  ;  and  O,  occn>i- 
?nnXea    Ofl  onerciilum  :  In,  island  of  ReU  ;  Cls,  claustrum  ;  /"',  third  frontal  convolu- 
nl^  -k  tLanius    JW  nuileus  candatus  ;  NC    tail  of  same  ;  LN,  nucleus  lentaculans 
^  its  fii  "  lec^^^^  internal  capsule,  posterior  division 

iV-iSirior  c^i^toT  aK^^^  ak  and  ph  anterior  and  posterior  horns  of  left  latera^ 
ifnto^r^ce.  knee°of  corpus  callosum  ;  splenium  ;  midd  e  commissure;  j,  fornix, 
Ji  septum  lucidum  ;  a,  eornu  Ammonis.    (Ross  from  Flecusig.) 

reo-arded  as  a  part  of  the  corpus  striatum  and  motor  in  function.  The 
nucleus  lenticularis  extends  a  considerable  distance  from  before  Imck- 
wards,  and  in  its  posterior  parts  the  internal  capsule  {IK')  lies  between 
it  and  the  optic  thalamus,  which  has  now  largely  taken  the  place  of  the 
nucleus  caudatus.  Outside  the  nucleus  lenticularis  there  is  a  narrow 
band  of  white  substance  (EK),  called  the  EXTERNAL  capsule,  the  cap- 
sules being  named  from  their  relation  to  the  nucleus  lenticularis.  Outside 
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the  external  capsiile  again  and  close  to  the  convolutions  (here  the  Island 
of  Reil)  there  is  a  narrow  band  of  grey  substance  {Cls),  which  is  fanci- 
fully compared  to  a  tape-worm,  and  is  called  the  nucleus  tseniseformis  or 
claustrum.  The  anterior  parts  of  the  internal  capsule  then  contain 
motor  fibres,  and  the  posterior  sensory  ;  it  is  generally  said  that  the 
anterior  two-thirds  are  motor,  and  the  posterior  third  sensory. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  three  nuclei  we  have  referred 
to,  the  nucleus  caudatus,  nucleus  lenticularis,  and  thalamus  opticus, 
receive  fibres  from  and  give  fibres  to  the  internal  capsule.  There  are 
fibres  jDassing  upwards  to  the  convolutions  and  others  downwards  to 
the  lower  centres.  It  has  been  said  by  some  that  all  the  fibres  from  the 
convolutions  pass  into  the  basal  ganglia,  in  which  case  all  the  fibres  of 
the  internal  capsule  would  end  or  begin  in  these  nuclei,  but  there  is  no 
proper  foundation  for  this  view. 

Passing  upwards,  the  fibres  of  the  internal  capsule  are  continued 

I  into  the  CORONA  RADIATA  or  centrum  ovale,  containing  the  white  sub- 
stance of  the  hemispheres,  and  it  may  be  stated  generally  that  in  the 
corona  radiata  motor  fibres  are  anterior  and  sensory  posterior.  But 
besides  these  fibres  there  are  multitudes  which  form  communications 
between  one  part  of  the  convolutions  and  another,  and  altogether  the 

1     connections  here  are  very  complicated. 

It  will  be  necessary  further  to  make  some  general  remarks  on  the 
CEREBRAL  CONVOLUTIONS  and  their  arrangement,  which  may  be  studied 
in  Ecker's  Avork,  in.  which  the  descriptions  are  very  clear. 

If  the  lateral  aspect  of  one  of  the  cerebral  hemispheres  be  examined 
(see  Fig.  209),  two  great  landmarks  should  first  be  made  out ;  these  are 
the  fissure  of  Sylvius  {SSS),  and  the  fissure  of  Rolando  {BR).  There 
is  no  difficulty  with  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  of  which  the  main  or  transverse 
arm  is  perfectly  distinct,  while  its  short  ascending  arm  near  the  front 
is  easy  to  make  out.  The  fissure  of  Rolando  passes  obliquely  forward 
I  from  above  downwards  through  the  middle  of  the  lateral  aspect  of  the 
hemisphere,  not  reaching  the  longitudinal  fissure  above,  or  the  fissure  of 
Sylvius  below.  This  fissure  can  usually  be  recognized  by  the  fact  that 
it  is  bounded  by  or  lies  between  two  convolutions  which  extend  side 
by  side  upwards  and  backwards  from  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  (^1,  A,  A 
and  B,  B). 

}  Having  distinguished  these  two  fissures  the  various  lobes  of  the  brain 
may  now  be  determined.  All  in  front  of  the  fissure  of  Rolando,  and 
above  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  is  FRONTAL  LOBE.   The  parietal  lobe  lies 
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behind  the  fissure  of  Rolando,  and  its  posterior  extremity  is  bounded  by 
a  fissure  wliich  is  best  seen  on  the  inner  face  of  the  hemisphere,  the 
parieto-occipital  fissure.    This  fissure,  l)cginning  about  the  edge  of  the 


Fig.  203.— Left  lateral  aspect  of  cerebrum.    Explanation  in  text.  (Qdain.) 

great  median  fissure,  passes  downwards  and  forwards  on  the  inner  face 
of  the  hemisphere  (par.  occ.  f.  Fig.  210).  Behind  this  is  the  OCCIPITAL 
LOBE.  The  remaining  lobe  is  the  temporo-sphenoidal  which'  lies 
below  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  and  extends  backwards  to  meet  the  occipital 
lobe  from  which  it  is  indefinitely  distinguished. 

Turning  now  to  the  principal  CONVOLUTIONS  in  these  lobes,  the 
easiest  to  determine  are  those  bounding  the  fissuie  of  Rolando,  one  of 
which  is,  of  course,  in  the  frontal  and  the  other  in  the  parietal  lobe,  and 
so  they  are  called  ASCENDING  FRONTAL  and  ASCENDING  parietal  con- 
volutions respectively.    In  front  of  the  ascending  frontal,  the  frontal 
lobe  presents  three  layers  of  convolutions  (a,  a'  and  a")  which  lie  trans- 
versely and  pass  by  their  posterior  extremities  into  the  ascending  frontaL 
These  transverse  frontal  convolutions  are  distinguished  as  the 
first,  second,  and  third,  or  superior,  middle,  and  inferior.    It  is  not  to 
be  supposed  that  these  are  single  simple  convolutions,  they  are  rather 
layers  or  strata  of  convolutions.     The  inferior  {a")  is  a  very  im- 
portant one,  and  it  can  generally  be  easily  recognized  as  it  curves 
round  the  short  ascending  branch  of  the  fissure  of  Syhdus  (.?).  After 
curving  round  this  branch  it  becomes  continuous  with  the  lower 
end  of  "the  ascending  frontal.    At  this  point  the  two  convolutions  form 
a  somewhat  triangular  piece,  and  as  this  lies  over  and  partially  covers 
the  island  of  Reil,  it  is  often  called  the  operculum  (in  the  position 
of  a;  .4  in  Fig.  209).    In  addition  to  these  we  have  still  in  the  frontal 
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lobe  the  supraorbital  convolutions  («*)  which  have  no  arrangement 
that  needs  to  be  detailed. 

In  the  parietal  lobe  the  ascending  parietal  convolution  {B,  B)  is 
already  known.   Another  easily  recognized  one  is  that  which  lies  imme- 
diately above  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  and  is  called  the  supramarginal 
convolution.    The  posterior  portion  of  this  convolution  curves  round 
the  upjier  end  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  and  as  it  turns  thus  round  an 
angle  it  is  often  called  the  angular  gyrus  (b'"),  and  is  important,  as  Ferrier 
has  supposed  it  to  be  the  seat  of  the  sense  of  sight.    The  rest  of  the 
parietal  lobe  is  divided  into  an  upper  and  a  lower  portion  by  a  longitud- 
inally placed  fissm-e  which  is  often  not  very  distinct,  the  intra-parietal 
fissure,  which  arises  close  to  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  behind  the  fissure  of 
Eolando  to  which  it  at  first  lies  parallel,  and  then  passes  backwards. 
The  lobe  is  thus  divided  into  the  SUPERIOR  AND  inferior  parietal 
lobules,  the  former  being  continuous  in  front  with  the  ascending 
parietal  convolution. 

In  the  OCCIPITAL  lobe,  looking  at  the  lateral  aspect,  three  trans- 
verse layers  of  convolutions  can  be  distinguished.  These  are  named 
.  as  in  the  frontal  lobe,  first,  second  and  third,  or  superior,  middle  and 
inferior  (d,  d',  d").  On  the  under  or  basal  surface  there  are  two  further 
layers  which  are  continuous  in  front  with  those  of  the  temporo-sphenoidal 
lobe  and  are  named  in  common  with  them  inferior  occipito-temporal 
convolutions. 

The  TEMPORO-SPHENOIDAL  LOBE  presents  on  its  lateral  surface  again 
three  TRANSVERSE  CONVOLUTIONS,  superior,  middle,  and  inferior  (c,  c',  c") ; 
the  superior,  bounding  the  fissure  of  Sylvius  and  also  called  INFRA-MAR- 
GINAL,  IS  continuous  with  the  angular  gyrus.  The  remaining  two  sets  in 
the  basal  surface  have  been  already  mentioned  as  forming  with  those  of 
the  occipital  lobe  the  inferior  occipito-temporal  convolutions. 

On  examining  the  INTERNAL  aspect  of  the  cerebral  hemisphere 

[•  {hig.  210)  certain  convolutions  are  to  be  distinguished.  The  superior 
frontal  convolution  and  the  ascending  frontal  and  parietal  convolutions 

-;  are  here  partly  visible.  More  distinctly  on  the  internal  surface  we  dis- 
tmguish  m  front  the  marginal  convolution  {marg.  c.)  which  is  con- 

I  tmuous  with  the  superior  frontal  and  lies  along  the  superior  longitudinal 

I  iissure.  Immediately  behind  this  convolution  we  come  to  the  superior 
panetal  lobule  which,  on  its  mesial  surface,  is  called  the  precuneus  or 
QUADRATE  lobe  (see  figure).  The  parieto-occipital  fissure  is  here  very 
marked,  and  it  is  joined  at  an  angle  by  the  calcarine  fissure  {calc.  f.)  in  such 

'  a  way  as  to  demarcate  a  triangular  surface,  the  CUNEUS  (amL  4/ On  th^ 
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aspect  also  appear  the  inferior  occipi  to-temporal  convolutions  (?'.  oc.-tenip.  c). 
Within  this  external  ling  of  convolutions  we  have  now  a  deeper  layer. 
Immediately  bordering  on  the  corpus  callosum  and  following  the  fornix 

luadtate.l, 

j  \\Jiar-oc.ji. 

Cuncato 


Fig.  210.— Internal  asiject  of  right  cerebral  hemisphere.    Explanation  in  text.  (Quai.n.) 


we  trace  from  before  backwards  the  GYRUS  fornicatus.  Having 
skirted  the  corpus  callosum  from  before  backwards  it  turns  round  at 
its  posterior  extremity,  and  passes  downwards  into  the  GYRUS  hippo- 
campi. This  gyrus  is  also  continuous  Avith  the  gyrus  cunei  and  the 
median  occipito-temporal.  The  gyrus  hippocampi  passes  forward  to- 
wards the  anterior  extremity  of  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe  where  it 
terminates  in  a  hook-like  curve,  the  gyrus  uncinatus  {unc.  c). 

In  the  cornu  Ammonis  of  the  lateral  ventricle  there  lies  a  convolution 
whose  surface  is  turned  inwards  and  forms  an  elongated  rounded  pro- 
jection in  the  cornu;  this  is  the  GYRUS  dentatus  ((/.  c). 

The  CEREBELLUM.  There  are  only  a  few  points  which  require  notice 
here  as  to  the  general  arrangements  of  the  parts  in  the  cerebellum. 
Like  the  cerebrum  it  is  divisible  into  two  lateral  hemispheres,  the  right 
and  left  lobes.  These  are  united  by  a  central  piece,  which  is  most 
marked  on  the  under  surface,  called  the  vermiform  process.  The  cere- 
bellum is  divided  by  many  fissures  which  run  horizontally  and  leave 
narrow  convolutions  called  the  FOLIA.  One  of  these  fissures,  deeper 
than  the  rest,  and  called  the  great  horizontal  fissure,  divides  the  cere- 
bellum into  an  upper  and  a  lower  portion.  In  its  internal  structure  it 
presents  white  matter  which  runs  outwards  from  the  peduncles  diverging 
towards  the  folia  and  forming  a  tree-like  expansion,  the  ARBOR  ViT.E. 
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In  the  midst  of  the  white  substance  in  each  hemisphere  there  is  a  small 
grey  nucleus,  not  unlike  the  olivary  body,  called  the  CORPUS  DENTATUM. 

Arteries  of  the  Brain. — With  a  view  to  the  identification  of  the 
numerous  lesions  of  the  arteries  in  the  brain,  it  will  be  proper  here  to 
refer  briefly  to  the  distribution  of  these  vessels.  The  circle  of  Willis 
gives  off  at  the  base  three  main  arteries  to  the  brain,  the  posterior,, 
middle  and  anterior  cerebral.  The  posterior  cerebral  ARTERY, 
besides  giving  certain  central  branches  to  be  afterwards  referred  to,  is 
distributed  on  the  surface 
of  the  brain,  supplying  the 
greater  part  of  the  occi- 
pital and  temporo-sphen- 
oidal  lobes  with  the 
exception  of  the  upper 
temporo- sphenoidal  con- 
volution. The  MIDDLE 
CEREBRAL  ARTERY,  or  the 

artery  of  the  fissure  of 
Sylvius,  is  of  great  impor- 
tance as  being  much  more 
frequently  the  seat  of 
lesion  than  the  others. 
Besides  its  central  branch- 
es, afterwards  considered, 
it  supphes  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  the  brain  all  round 
the  fissure  of  Sylvius, 
including  the  parietal  lobe, 


Fig.  211.— Ai-teries  of  the  brain  sliowing  cortical  distribu- 
tiou.  A,  a  tertiary  braiicli  of  main  artery.  Ji,  primary  twig. 
C,  C,  C,  secondary  twigs.  Tlie  nutritive  arteries  are  seen  to 
pass  off  from  all  these  In-anches  as  fine  hair--like  oifsets. 
(Ross  after  Buret.) 


the  posterior  parts  of  the  frontal  lobe,  and  the  superior  convolu- 
tion of  the  temporo-sphenoidal  lobe.  The  anterior  cerebral  artery 
is  distributed  to  the  anterior  parts  of  the  frontal  lobe.  These  arteries,, 
with  the  exception  of  their  central  branches,  run  in  the  sulci  of  the 
convolutions,  and  divide  into  successive  orders  of  branches  which  lie 
in  the  pia  mater.  The  larger  branches  anastomose  sparely,  but  the 
finer  twigs  are  end-arteries  (Duvet).  All  the  arteries  hitherto  considered 
run  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  in  the  soft  membranes.  The  actual 
nutritive  arteries  are  branches  of  these,  and  penetrate  from  them  into 
the  substance  of  the  brain.  We  may  thus  distinguish  the  larger  arteries 
of  the  surface  and  the  smaller  or  nutritive  arteries. 


444  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

The  NUTRITIVE  ARTERIES  again  are  divisible  into  two  groups,  whicli 
may  be  designated  the  cortical  and  central  systems. 

The  NUTRITIVE  ARTERIES  OF  THE  CORTICX  pass  off  not  merely  from 
the  finer  twigs  of  the  larger  arteries,  but  also  from  the  larger  branclu 
(see  Fig.  211).  They  arc  fine  thread-like  vessels  which  pass  down  perpen- 
dicularly into  the  brain  substance.  Some  of  them  are  short  and  supply 
the  grey  substance  of  the  convolutions,  others  are  longer  and  reach 
the  white  substance,  their  territory  here  extending  to  the  boundaries 
of  that  of  the  central  arteries.  In  stripping  the  meml^ranes  from  tin; 
surface  of  the  brain  these  nutiitive  arteries  are  seen  like  fine  haii's 
emerging  from  the  brain  substance.  If  a  portion  of  the  soft  membranes 
be  now  floated  in  water  these  fine  vessels  will  be  seen  like  bristles 
passing  from  all  the  branches.  All  the  nutritive  arteries  are  end- 
arteries. 

The  CENTRAL  NUTRITIVE  ARTERIES  have  a  somewhat  different 
arrangement  from  those  of  the  cortex.     They  are  long  vessels  of 
larger  calibre  than  the  cortical  ones,  and  they  pass  off  from  the 
main  arteries  very  near  their  origin.    The  most  important  are  those 
which  come  oflF  from  the  middle  cerebral  just  outside  its  origin  and 
pass  through  the  anterior  perforated  space  to  the  basal  ganglia.  Of 
these  three  sets  of  branches  have  been  distinguished:  (1)  short  twigs 
lying  internally  which  pass  to  the  internal  parts  of  the  lenticular 
nucleus,  the  lenticular  branches;  (2)  a  longer  and  larger  vessel  which  lies 
outside  the  first  and  supplies  the  outer  parts  of  the  lenticular  nucleus 
with  adjoining  parts  of  the  internal  capsule  and  caudate  nucleub.  This 
branch,  the  lenticulo-striate  branch,  is  the  most  important,  as  being  most 
frequently  the  seat  of  hsemorrhage;  (3)  the  lenticulo-optic  branch  is 
posterior  to  the  former  and  supplies  the  posterior  part  of  the  lenticular 
nucleus  and  the  anterior  part  of  the  optic  thalamus.    The  remaining 
central  branches  are  supphed  by  the  anterior  and  posterior  cerebra 
arteries     The  former  sends  branches  which  supply  the  anterior  part  of 
the  caudate  nucleus,  and  the  latter  sends  two  sets,  an  internal  and  an 
external,  to  the  optic  thalamus.     All  these  central  arteries  are  end- 

The  arteries  of'  the  pons  and  medulla  oblongata  are  like  the  cortical 
arteries  in  their  small  size  and  like  the  central  ones  in  respect  that  they 
come  off  from  large  stems,  and  pass  directly  into  the  substance  of 
the  part. 
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AYe  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  the  cord  and  medulla  oblongata  that 
when  the  nerve  fibres  are  cut  off  from  their  trophic  centres  they  undergo 
degeneration.  In  the  brain  it  is  only  the  jDyramidal  tract  (see  p.  436) 
that  is  the  seat  of  this  secondary  change.  The  trophic  centres  of  the 
pyramidal  tract  appear  to  be  in  the  motor  convolutions,  and  when  the 
fibres  are  intenaipted  at  any  point  below  this,  a  secondary  degeneration 
follows.  The  interruption  is  most  commonly  efi'ected  by  haemorrhage 
or  softening  in  the  region  of  the  corpus  striatum,  and  it  is  the  fibres 
which  form  the  internal  capsule  which  are  here  concerned.  Destruction 
of  the  internal  capsule  at  any  part  of  its  extent,  except  the  j^osterior 
foui'th  or  third  (which  contains  sensory  fibres),  will  cause  a  descending 
degeneration  in  parts  succeeding.  If  of  long  standing,  there  may  be 
great  shrinking  of  the  portion  of  the  pyramidal  tract  involved  (see 
Fig.  212).     It  appears  also  that  the  fibres  which  form  the  internal 


Fig;.  212.— Pons  in  descending  sclerosis.    The  pyramidal  tract  on  the 
lett  side  IS  seen  to  t>e  shrunken  and  in  a  state  of  grey  degeneration. 

capsule  keep  nearly  the  same  arrangement  from  before  backwards  in  the 
crura,  pons  and  medulla  oblongata  that  they  have  in  the  capsule.  The 
destruction  may  involve  the  whole  internal  capsule,  or  only  a  limited 
part  of  it,  and  the  degeneration  will  be  similar  in  extent.  The  pos- 
tenor  part  of  the  internal  capsule  and  the  corresponding  portions  of 
the  crura  and  pons  being  sensory,  are  not  liable  to  descending  de- 
generation. 
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THROMBOSIS  AND  EMBOLISM  OF  THE  CEREBRAL  VESSELS. 

In  considering  the  various  conditions  included  here,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  arteries  of  the  circle  of  Willis  anastomose  freely. 
The  arteries  in  the  meninges  also  anastomose,  but  much  less  freely, 
while  the  nutritive  arteries,  both  those  given  off  to  the  basal  parts  of  the 
brain  and  those  of  the  convolutions,  are  end-ai'teries.  These  facts  are  of 
great  importance  in  relation  to  the  effects  of  occlusion. 

Embolism  in  the  arteries  of  the  brain  occurs  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  in  connection  with  acute  endocarditis  or  valvular  disease  of  the 
heart  from  chronic  endocarditis.    In  the  former  case  the  embolus  is  a 
piece  of  fibrine  broken  off  from  the  inflamed  aortic  or  mitral  valve ;  in 
the  latter  case  it  is  mostly  a  piece  of  calcareous  matter  from  the  indur- 
ated and  calcified  curtain.    Besides,  we  may  have  globular  thrombi 
in  the  left  auricle  or  ventricle  becoming  detached,  or  softening,  and  so 
o-iving  rise  to  plugging.    So  also  may  thrombi  in  the  aorta  become 
detached  and  carried  off.    Much  more  rarely  do  emboli  come  from  the 
lungs,  but  sometimes  in  gangrene  of  the  lungs  there  is  a  thrombosis  of 
the"  veins,  and  from  bits  of  fibrine  carried  off  we  may  have  septic 
embolism  of  the  brain.    It  is  conceivable  also  that  a  cancer  of  the  lungs 
may  produce  embolism  by  penetrating  into  the  pulmonary  vein. 

It  is  matter  of  general  observation  that  in  cerebral  emboHsm  the 
middle  cerebral  artery  (or  artery  of  the  fissure  of  Sylvius)  is  the  vessel 
plugged  in  the  great  majority  of  cases.    It  is  also  stated  that  the  left 
middle  cerebral  is  more  frequently  the  seat  of  embohsm  than  the  right, 
but  this  has  been  doubted  by  competent  observers.    The  frequency 
with  which  the  middle  cerebral  is  affected  admits  of  easy  explanation. 
As  the  vertebral  artery  arises  from  the  subclavian  nearly  at  a  right 
ano-le,  it  is  not  common  for  an  embolus  to  pass  into  it.    But  the  in- 
nominate and  the  carotid,  being  nearly  in  the  direct  Hne  of  the  current 
from  the  aortic  orifice,  readily  receive  any  fragment.     Then  agam, 
the  middle  cerebral  is  the  direct  continuation  of  the  internal  carotid 
and  an  embolus  will  more  readily  sweep  into  it  than  diverge  forwr.rd 
or  backward.  It  is  important  here  to  bear  in  mind  that  the  middle  cerebral 
supplies  the  greater  part  of  the  basal  ganglia,  including  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  corpus  striatum  and  internal  capsule  and  a  part  of  the  thalamus 
opticus.    It  also  supplies  the  greater  part  of  the  motor  convolutions. 

Thrombosis  arises  in  consequence  of  some  alteration  of  the  walls 
of  the  arteries.    It  is  predisposed  to  by  weakness  of  the  heart,  Init 
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mere  sluggishness  of  the  circulation  so  induced  will  hardly  cause  throm- 
bosis in  a  healthy  artery,  although  it  may  do  so  in  the  venous  sinuses  of 
the  dura  mater,  where  the  circulation  is  naturally  so  much  slower. 
Thrombosis  is  mostly  induced  either  by  ATHEROMA  or  by  syphilitic 
DISEASE  of  the  arteries.  In  both  cases  the  internal  coat  is  thickened, 
and  the  surface  is  rough,  while  the  calibre  of  the  artery  is  already  con- 
siderably encroached  on,  as  Fig.  213  shows.    Atheroma  occurs  mostly 


Fig.  213.— Atheroma  of  a  small  cerebral  artery  the  eleventh  of  an  inch  in  diameter 
with  thrombosis,  b,  atheromatou.9  internal  coat  ;  c,  thrombus  on  its  surface  partially  or- 
ganized. Between  these  two  is  an  iiTegular  clear  .space,  which  represents  fresh  blood 
which  had  been  insinuated  between  patch  and  thrombus,  d,  remaining  calibre  filled 
with  blood.    X  34. 

in  old  persons,  and  it  is  usually  most  pronounced  in  the  larger  arteries 
of  the  base,  where  there  may  be  numerous  yellow  patches.  But  not 
infrequently  it  extends  to  the  finer  ramifications,  and  it  is  in  these  that 
it  most  readily  leads  to  occlusion  by  thrombosis.  The  artery  from 
which  the  figure  is  taken,  for  instance,  had  an  external  diameter  of  the 
eleventh  of  an  inch.  Syphilitic  disease  of  the  arteries,  on  the  other 
hand,  occurs  most  frequently  in  younger  people  in  connection  with 
gummata,  and  these  may  occur  at  any  part  of  the  surface  of  the 
brain. 

Effects  of  occlusion  of  arteries  in  the  brain.— Here,  as  in 
other  parts,  the  effects  of  occlusion  depend  chiefly  on  whether  the 
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arteries  concerned  are  end-arteries  or  not.  The  arteries  of  the  circle 
of  Willis  anastomose  freely,  and  occlusion  of  them  leads  only  to  a 
very  temporary  derangement  of  the  circulation.  The  larger  branches 
anastomose  sparely,  and  occlusion  of  them  has  much  more  serious, 
eftects.  The  nutritive  arteries  do  not  anastomose  at  all,  and  occlusion 
of  them  has  very  evil  results. 

The  most  direct  result  of  occlusion  of  arteries  is  anemia  of  the 
part  supplied.  As  the  occlusion  in  the  case  of  embolism  is  sudden, 
there  is  often  a  very  abrupt  interference  with  the  cerel)ral  functions. 
In  the  case  of  a  large  artery  such  as  the  main  stem  of  the  middle  cere- 
bral, there  may  be  a  very  extensive  anaemia,  leading  to  a  fatal  issue 
before  the  anastomosing  circulation  can  be  established. 

A  more  important  result  is  SOFTENING  of  the  brain  substance.  This 
as  we  have  previously  seen  is  really  a  necrosis  with  fatty  degeneration 
of  the  nervous  tissue,  and  it  only  occurs  when  the  conditions  are  such 
that  the  circulation  is  brought  absolutely  to  a  standstill.   This  is  the  case 
when  any  of  the  nutritive  arteries  are  obstructed,  as  these  are  end- arteries. 
The  nutritive  arteries  which  come  off  from  the  first  part  of  the  middle  cere- 
bral are  the  most  exposed  to  obstruction  from  embolism,  and  hence  soften- 
ing of  the  central  parts  of  the  brain,  especially  in  the  region  of  the  corpus 
striatum,  is  of  somewhat  common  occurrence.    It  is  important  to  notice 
that,  for  reasons  to  be  afterwards  considered,  it  is  these  arteries  also 
which  most  frequently  give  rise  to  haemorrhage.    But  softening  not 
infrequently  occurs  although  the  vessels  occluded  are  not  end-arteries. 
This  is  especially  true  where  thrombosis  is  the  cause  of  the  occlusion. 
As  we  have  already  seen,  thrombosis  is  common  in  connection  with  ather- 
oma.   Now  this  is  a  disease  of  old  people,  in  whom  the  circulation  is 
weak.    Under  these  circumstances  occlusion  of  a  small  peripheral  artery 
may  lead  to  softening,  before  the  force  of  the  blood  has  brought  about 
an  anastomosing  circulation,  all  the  more  because  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring arteries  are  also  partially  obstructed  by  atheroma.    Even  in  the 
case  of  embolism  there  may  be  considerable  cortical  softening  if  the 
embolus  has  broken  up  and  .plugged  several  vessels  at  the  same  time,  so 
as  to  interfere  with  the  estabhshment  of  the  anastomosing  circulation. 

Another  occasional  effect  of  the  occlusion  is  h.^^morrhage.  It  is 
seldom  that  the  proper  h^emorrhagic  infarction  is  produced  here,  but  it 
often  happens  that  some  blood  is  mixed  with  the  softened  bram  sub- 
stance, producing  a  yellow  or  red  softening. 

Occlusion  of  arteries  in  Chorea. -The  frequent  association  of 
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this  disease  with  acute  endocarditis  has  suggested  the  view  that  it  may 
have  its  origin  in  emhohsm  of  the  arteries  and  cajiillaries  of  the  brain, 
multiple  embolism  with  softening  having  been  found  in  some  cases, 
but  not  in  all.  According  to  the  observations  of  Dickinson  the 
most  constant  changes  in  chorea  are  dilatation  of  the  arteries  and  veins 
throughout  the  substance  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  exudations  or 
small  hfemorrhages,  sometimes  with  blood  crystals  around  the  vessels, 
and  in  chronic  cases  sclerosis  in  the  neighbourhood.  These  changes 
are  most  jDronounced  in  the  corpora  striata  and  optic  thalami,  and  in 
the  grey  substance  of  the  spinal  cord,  especially  near  the  junction  of 
the  posterior  cornua  with  the  central  parts  of  the  grey  substance.  They 
are  most  marked  in  the  dorsal  and  cervical  regions  of  the  cord. 

It  seems  probable  that  in  chorea  there  is  an  irritant  present  in  the 
blood,  and  it  may  be  the  same  irritant  as  that  in  acute  rheumatism. 
It  attacks  the  nervous  system,  producing  hjqDerajmia  and  exudation 
from  the  vessels.  While  the  whole  central  nervous  system  is  more 
or  less  affected  there  are  certain  parts  specially  involved,  these  parts 
being  what  have  been  called  the  accessory  portions  of  the  nervous 
system.  It  may  be  supposed  that  the  fundamental  and  simpler  parts  of 
the  brain  and  cord  are  more  stable  than  the  accessory  parts,  and  that 
when  attacked  by  an  irritant  the  latter  will  give  way  first.  The  ana- 
tomical distribution  of  the  lesions  suggests  that  this  is  so,  and  the 
symptoms  of  chorea  indicate  disorder  in  "movements  which  are 
acquired,  and  which  are  probably  only  learned  by  a  long  apprentice- 
ship "  (Hughlings  Jackson). 

Thrombosis  of  the  cerebral  sinuses.— These  venous  channels 
are  somewhat  frequently  the  seat  of  thrombosis.  The  coagulation  may 
have  its  starting  point  in  an  inflammation  propagated  from  a  neigh- 
bouring structure.  The  most  frequent  origin  of  such  inflammations*' is 
caries  of  the  temporal  bone  from  disease  in  the  ear,  but  it  may  follow 
on  injury  to  the  head,  inflammations  of  the  skin  of  the  face  and  scalp, 
especially  erysipelas,  and  of  the  bones.  In  all  these  cases  the  throm- 
bosis usually  has  its  starting  point  towards  the  base  of  the  skull,  and 
especially  in  the  lateral  and  petrosal  sinuses. 

There  is,  however,  another  class  of  cases  in  which  the  thrombosis  has 
a  more  obscure  origin,  and  seems  sometimes  even  spontaneous.  The 
blood  simply  coagulates  in  the  sinus,  and  it  is  usually  in  the  longitud- 
inal smus  that  the  coagulation  begins.  In  most  of  these  cases  the 
person  is  m  a  state  of  debility,  and  the  thrombus  may  be  regarded  as. 
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marasmic  in  its  origin.  But  there  are  ca.ses  in  which  there  is  no  obvious 
weakness  of  tlie  heart,  and  the  coagulation  has  no  apparent  cause.  The 
localization  of  the  thrombosis  suggests  stagnation  of  the  blood  as  its 
cause.  The  sinuses  are  rigid  tubes  incapable  of  narrowing  when  the 
circulation  is  slow,  and  they  are  intersected  by  bands  of  connective 
tissue.  The  longitudinal  sinus  also  is  so  situated  that,  at  its  middle 
part  at  least,  the  blood  passing  from  the  cerebral  veins  flows  upwards  to 
it  against  the  force  of  gravitation. 

The  EFFECTS  of  thrombosis  of  the  sinuses  will  vary  according  to  the 
cause.  If  due  to  the  propagation  of  inflammation  from  neighbouring 
structures,  then  a  suppurative  phlebitis  may  result,  with  meningitis,  and 
even  abscess  of  the  brain.  There  are,  however,  cases  of  abscess  of  the 
hv&m  without  meningitis,  in  which  the  inflammation  seems  to  have 
extended  along  the  veins  either  in  their  interior  or  in  their  sheath. 

In  the  other  form  the  results  are  usually  much  less  serious.  The 
veins  which  open  into  the  sinus  are  greatly  engorged,  and  the  throm- 
bosis may  extend  into  them.    It  is  here  chiefly  the  longitudinal  sinus 
that  is  concerned,  and  the  veins  which  open  into  it  are  those  of  the 
cerebral  hemispheres.    These  may  stand  out  as  prominent  worm-like 
cords  filled  with  dark  coagula.    In  most  cases  the  blood  finds  its  way  by 
other  routes,  and  there  may  even,  after  a  time,  be  a  re-establishment 
of  the  circulation  in  the  sinus.    Sometimes,  however,  the  obstruction 
in  the  veins  is  such  as  to  lead  to  H.^iMORRHAGE.    This  is  usually  m  the 
form  of  numerous  capillary  haemorrhages,  but  sometimes  there  is  along 
with  this  a  large  efi-usion  of  blood  in  the  substance  of  the  brain  and 
under  the  soft  membranes.    The  seat  of  such  haemorrhages  is  usuallv' 
the  superficial  and  upper  parts  of  the  hemispheres,  and  they  are  fre- 
quently multiple. 

CEREBRAL  H.«:M0RRHAGE. 

By  this  term  is  meant  bleeding  in  the  substance  of  the  brain.  The- 
bio  J  may  be  large  or  small  in  quantity  but  it  pushes  aside  the  bra.n 
substance  tearing  for  itself  a  cavity  where  it  coagulates.  ith  tlie 
^ubtfu^^^^^^^^^  of  certain  diseases  of  the  blood,  where  the  h.moi.  age 
may  possibly  be  by  diapedesis,  there  is  always  rupture  of  one  oi 

"Tjnievious  page  reference  has  been  made  to  the  two  orders 
of  ce;Xr:vteries,'and  the  differences  in  the  f^^^^^^^ 
rhages  from  these  are  such  that  we  must  consider  them  sepaiatelj  he,e. 
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(1)  H-^MORRHAGE  FROM  THE   LARGER  CEREBRAL   ARTERIES. — Wo 

have  seen  that  these  vessels  run  in  the  soft  membranes,  and  it  might  be 
supposed  that  their  rupture  would  give  rise  to  meningeal  rather  than 
cerebral  haemorrhage,  and  so  it  is  usuallj'-  stated.    But  this  is  not  the 
case.    The  blood  nearly  always  finds  its  way  into  the  brain  substance, 
where  it  is  found  usually  in  much  larger  quantity  than  in  the  meninges, 
so  that  the  case  has  much  more  the  characters  of  cerebral  than  of 
meningeal  hemorrhage.     There  is  usually  some  blood  in  the  meninges 
occupying  the  sulci  between  the  convolutions,  and  it  may  even  be 
considerable,  extending  to  the  base  and  perhaps  covering  the  optic 
commissure ;  but  usually  the  amount  is  small,  and  on  account  of  the 
large  cereliral  haemorrhage  is  apt  to  be  overlooked.    It  is  very  rare 
indeed  for  the  blood  to  escape  towards  the  surface  and  appear  in  the 
cavity  of  the  dura  mater.    Any  appearance  of  blood  in  the  meninges, 
however,  should  at  once  direct  attention  to  the  larger  cerebral  arteries 
as  the  probable  source  of  the  haemorrhage. 

The  explanation  of  the  extension  of  the  blood  into  the  brain  sub- 
stance suggests  itself  when  we  consider  the'  circumstances  of  the  parts. 
When  rupture  of  such  an  artery  occurs  the  blood  tears  its  way  around ; 
it  loesses  into  the  loose  connective  tissue,  and  by  and  by  reaches  the 
surface  of  the  brain.    Here  the  tissue,  being  soft,  tears  readily,  and  the 
blood  rapidly  passes  inwards.    On  the  other  hand  the  connective  tissue 
on  the  surface  is  tough  and  the  blood  will  tear  it  with  difficulty.  The 
blood  may  work  its  way  from  space  to  space  in  the  connective  tissue, 
Init  tins  takes  time  and  probably  needs  considerable  pressure.    There  is 
another  circumstance  which  probably  has  to  do  with  the  blood  so 
constantly  finding  its  way  into  the  brain  substance.    As  we  shall 
see  afterwards,  a  large  number  of  the  cases  of  hemorrhage  in  this 
situation  are  from  rupture  of  aneurisms.     Now  an  aneurism  will 
probably  project  more  readily  towards  the  surface  of  the  brain  where 
the  substance  is  soft  than  in  other  directions,  and  when  such  an 
aneurism  ruptures  it  may  do  so  directly  into  the  brain. 

The  CAUSES  of  the  rupture  of  these  larger  arteries  is  to  be  sou-ht 
tor  m  disease  of  their  walls  and  increase  of  the  blood-pressure" 

ihe  commonest  cause  is  aneurism  of  these  arteries,  which  is  of 

1  2X  tl  i''/^"'  '''''''  —isms 

mostly  thm-walled  and  therefore  prone  to  rupture.    Tlieir  most 
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frequent  seat  is  on  the  mi(hlle  cerebral  artery  or  one  of  its  branches  in 
the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  but  they  may  occur  on  any  of  the  arteries  of  the 
brain  and  are  not  infrequently  multiple. 

The  frequent  occurrence  of  these  aneurisms  and  their  sei-ious  import 
suggests  an  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  their  foi-mation.    In  tlie  first 
place  the  arteries  are  thin-walled  and  ai-o  placed  in  a  loose  tissue,  so  that 
they  very  readily  undergo  dilatation.  Any  local  injuiy  to  the  wall  may  be 
the  starting  point  to  the  dilatation.   This  is  often  produced  by  embolism. 
In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  aneurism  is  associated  with  valvuhir 
disease  of  the  heart,  and  an  embolus  imperfectly  obstructing  an  artery, 
especially  if  it  be  a  cretaceous  piece  broken  off  from  a  valve,  may  readily 
injure  the  wall  so  as  to  allow  of  dilatation.     Ponfick  has  found  that  in 
a  considerable  proportion  of  cases  of  acute  endocarditis  there  is  emljohsm 
Avith  either  fully  formed  or  incipient  aneurisms.    When  they  have 
an  origin  such  as  this  the  aneurisms  will  be  specially  thin-walled 
and  partake  of  the  characters  of  false  aneurisms.    This  mode  of  origin 
also  goes  far  to  explain  the  greater  predominance  of  these  aneurisms  in 
the  middle  cerebral  artery,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  is  especially  liable  to 
embolism.    Another  occasional  cause  of  cerebral  aneurism  is  atheromn. 
Tills  disease  injures  the  vessel-wall  and  produces  obstruction,  and  it  may 
lead  to  aneurism  on  the  one  hand  by  weakening  the  wall,  and  on  tin; 
other  by  locally  increasing  the  blood-pressure  on  the  peripheral  side  of 
the  obstruction.     Syphilitic  disease  is  also  assigned  as  a  cause  of 
aneurism. 

The  subject  of  atheroma  as  a  direct  cause  of  cerebral  haemorrhage  is 
a  somewhat  difficult  one.    This  condition  is  undoubtedly  in  many  cases 
associated  with  cerebral  haemorrhage,  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  it 
can  be  the  sole  cause.     Atheroma  produces,  as  Fig.  213  show.s,  a 
thickening  of  the  arterial  wall.    At  the  same  time,  however,  it  weakens 
the  wall,  and  if  the  coats  get  separated  and  the  blood  penetrates  behind 
the  atheromatous  patch,  there  may  be  serious  risk  of  rupture.  Besides 
this  atheroma  will,  as  mentioned  above,  produce,  by  obstructing  tlie 
vessel,  an  increase  of  blood-pressure  on  the  proximal  side  of  the  patcli 
and  also  in  neighbouring  arteries.    If  there  be  extensive  atheroma  the 
mere  rigidity  of  the  arteries  may  produce  an  increase  of  blood-pressu  c 
in  the  smaller  arteries.    But  all  these  conditions  seem  scarcely  capable 
by  themselves  of  leading  to  hemorrhage,  and  it  is  in  cases  where  atheroma 
is  associated  with  a  general  increase  of  blood-pressure  that  this  occu.., 
especially  in  chronic  Bright's  disease.  , 
On  the  other  hand  INCREASE  OF  blood-pressure  alone  can  haidiA 
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lead  to  hfemorrhage.  In  chronic  Briglit's  disease  there  is  frequently  a 
constant  increase  in  the  arterial  tension,  and  hypei'trophy  of  the  left 
ventricle  of  the  heart.  This  condition  will  conduce  to  hsemorrhage  in 
l)oth  orders  of  arteries  in  the  iDrain,  especially  if  this  disease  be  associated 
with  atheroma,  or  with  fatty  degeneration  of  the  smaller  arteries  of  the 
hrain,  which  some  assert  to  be  common  in  Bright's  disease. 

(2)  HyEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  NUTRITIVE  ARTERIES. — As  these  vessels 

run  in  the  substance  of  the  brain  the  hsemorrhage  will  be  always  cerebral 
and  will  rarely  extend  to  the  meninges.  It  might  be  supposed  that  as 
the  nutritive  vessels  are  small  the  hsemorrhage  from  them  would  be 
.small,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  so  ;  but  when  bleeding  has  once  begun,  the 
blood  tearing  the  brain  substance  ruptures  other  vessels,  and  there 
is  often  a  considerable  effusion  of  blood. 

Hsemorrhage  rarely  occurs  from  the  cortical  nutritive  vessels,  but  is 
very  common  from  the  central  ones.  The  circumstances  of  these  latter 
go  far  to  explain  this.  They  arise  from  large  stems,  mainly  from  the 
middle  cerebral  immediately  after  its  origin  from  the  internal  carotid. 
It  is  clear  that  the  blood  here  will  be  at  a  pressure  not  much  less 
than  that  of  the  aorta,  and  any  variations  of  pressure  will  tell  readily. 
On  the  other  hand  the  cortical  vessels  mostly  arise  from  fine  vessels 
in  which  the  blood  pressure  has  been  reduced  by  successive  division 
and  sub-division. 


As  to  the  CAUSES  of  hsemorrhage  in  these  arteries,  aneurism  again 
plays  the  most  important  part.  As  the  arteiies  are  small  so  are  the 
aneurisms,  but  they  are  numerous  in  the  same  person.  Such  aneurisms 
have  been  called  by  Bouchard  and  Chai-cot  MILIARY  ANEURISMS.  They 
occur  in  every  region  of  the  brain,  but  are  most  readily  detected  on  the 
surface  of  the  convolutions,  where,  on  stripping  off  the  pia  mater  from 
the  convolutions,  they  may  be  seen  as  small  red  or  brown  spots.  When 
examined  under  the  microscope  they  have  all  the  characters  of  ordinary 
aneurisms.  Most  of  them  are  sacculated  (Fig.  214),  but  some  are  fusiform 
(Fig.  215).  It  is  stated  that  the  cause  of  their  formation  is  a  sclerosis  of 
the  walls  of  the  arteries,  involving  first  a  formation  of  round  cells  in  the 
external  coat  with  subsequent  fibrous  transformation.  There  results  an 
atrophy  of  the  middle  coat  which  seems  to  be  the  most  direct  cause  of 
the  dilatation.  This  diffused  sclerosis  of  the  nutritive  arteries  is  mostly 
met  with  in  old  people ;  in  persons  above  fifty  cerebral  hajmorrhage'  is, 
m  the  larger  i)roportion  of  cases,  due  to  rupture  of  miliary  aneurisms. 
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Although  the  aneurisms  are  present  in  all  regions  of  the  bi'ain, 
niptui'c  selchmi  occurs  except  in  those  of  the  central  arteries.    The  ex- 


Fig.  214.— Sacculated  miliary  aneurism  of  a  nutritive  artery  of  the  braiu. 
The  aneurism  is  about  the  twentieth  of  an  inch  in  diameter.    X  27. 


planation  of  this  has  already  been  indicated,  and  it  has  been  mentioned 
that  the  lenticulo-striate  branch  is  pre-eminently  that  from  which 


hjemorrhage  occurs. 


Fig.  21.5.    Fu.siform  miliary  aneurism,    x  27. 

Atheroma,  with  increased  blood-pressure,  is  occasionally  a  cause  of 
hjemorrhage  from  the  nutritive  arteries  as  from  the  larger  ones.  Athe- 
roma is  not  common  in  small  arteries,  but  as  the  central  nutritive  arteries 
are  much  larger  than  the  cortical  ones,  atheroma  is  commoner  in  them, 
and  haemorrhage  from  this  cause  is  therefore,  for  a  double  reason,  more 
frequent  in  these. 
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(3)  H.-EMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  CAPILLARIES. — A  certain  amount 
of  capillary  hajmorrhage  generally  accomiDanies  all  larger  bleedings. 
The  explanation  of  this  seems  to  be  that  the  pressure  of  the  blood  pro- 
duces such  obstruction  of  the  vessels  around  that  frequent  leakage 
occurs  from  the  capillaries.  In  the  case  of  thrombosis  of  the  sinuses 
and  veins  also,  there  is  capillary  haemorrhage.  Again,  embolism  may 
cause  capillary  haemorrhage,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  the  blood  is  often 
mixed  with  the  softened  brain  tissue.  Septic  embolism  as  in  ulcerative 
endocarditis,  and  pyaemia  leads  to  capillary  haemorrhage.  Lastly,  we 
may  have  leakage  from  the  capillaries  in  scurvy,  purpura,  and  other 
morbid  states  of  the  blood. 

In  capillary  haemorrhages  the  collections  of  blood  are  generally  small 
in  size  forming  a  congeries  of  red  puncta.  But  if  very  frequent  and 
closely  set  they  may  run  together  and  form  a  considerable  effusion. 

Appearances  of  the  brain  in  hemorrhage. — The  appearances 
presented  when  a  person  dies  soon  after  the  occurrence  of  haemorrhage 
are  sufficiently  characteristic.  The  effused  blood  increases  the  con- 
tents of  the  skull,  and  in  order  to  its  accommodation  there  must  be 
some  displacement  and  crushing  of  the  remaining  brain  substance.  If 
the  hasmorrhage  be  at  all  extensive  we  find  on  opening  the  skull  that 
the  corresponding  hemisj)here  is  bulged  outwards  and  perhaps  projects 
beyond  the  middle  line.  The  convolutions  are  more  or  less  flattened, 
and  there  is  a  certain  dryness  and  glazing  of  the  surface  which  indicates 
that  all  available  fluid  has  been  absorbed  to  make  room  for  the  addition 
made  to  the  contents  of  the  skull.  These  are  all  indications  of  in- 
creased pressure  within  the  skull,  and  during  life  this  increase  of 
pressure  causes  symptoms  referrible  to  the  brain  as  a  whole  or  to 
parts  removed  from  the  seat  of  haemorrhage.  It  sometimes  happens 
that  the  appearance  of  blood  in  the  membranes  suggests  the  existence 
of  haemorrhage  before  the  brain  is  laid  open,  and  this  will  be  especially 
the  case  when  rupture  of  an  aneurism,  or  thrombosis  in  the  sinuses  has 
been  the  cause.  On  cutting  into  the  brain  substance  the  appearances 
will  vary  to  some  extent  according  to  the  cause  and  extent  of  the 
haemorrhage.  If  there  are  numerous  small  haemorrhages  closely  set 
there  will  be  much  softening  of  the  brain,  and  the  brain  substance  will 
be  mixed  with  blood.  If  the  haemorrhage  be  large  the  blood  will  be 
more  pure.  In  any  case  the  blood  produces  softening  in  the  parts 
around,  which  may  be  stained  with  the  blood-colouring  matter.  As 
already  mentioned  there  are  usually  red  spots  from  capillary  hasmor- 
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rhaffo  around  the  clot.  The  clot  itself  is  mixed  with  the  debris  of  brain 
substance,  and  the  internal  wall  of  the  cavity  in  which  it  lies  has  an 
irregular  character. 

If  tlie  ])atient  die  almost  immediately  the  clot  is  exactly  like  an 
ordinary  gelatinous  coagulum.  But  if  he  survive  a  day  or  two  it  has 
already  drawn  together  somewhat  and  become  firmer  and  more  of  a 
brown  colour.  This  is  sometimes  peculiarly  manifest  at  the  peripheral 
parts  of  the  clot,  so  that  a  kind  of  capsule  may  be  formed  of  condensed 
fibrins. 

Organization  of  the  clot.  The  apoplectic  cyst.— The  furthei- 
organization  of  the  coagulum  is  a  slow  process,  and  proceeds  very  mucli 
in  the  same  way  as  organization  of  clots  inside  or  outside  of  vessels.  An 
inflammatory  process  is  set  up  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  this  results  in 
the  production  of  connective  tissue  which  by  and  by  encapsules  the 
clot.    The  clot  in  the  meanwhile  softens  ;  its  pigment  is  dissolved  out, 

and  frequently  deposited  in  the 


ciystalline  (see  figure  216)  oi- 
granular  form  in  the  softened 
material  or  in  the  capsule,  often 
^  ^       ^    giving  the  parts  a  rosy  or  rusty 

"  colour.     The  blood  being  fre- 


^  <^  quently  mixed  with  brain  sul)- 

^     stance  and  both  these  constitu- 
"  ents  being  degenerated,  various 

Piff  216.— Crystals  of  liKmatoidin  from  a  cerebral  „„„„„,.„„„p„  j,,.p  nrpqpnted  ' 
hsemfn^age.    The  crystals  form  „bUque  rhombic    appeal  aUCCS      aiC      piesenteu  , 

pillars  of  a  reddish  brown  colour,  x  .S50.  sometimes  the  capsule  Contains 

material  of  an  atheromatous  aspect. 

Through  time,  however,  the  contents  tend  more  and  more  to  absorp- 
tion, and  being  replaced  by  clear  fluid  a  cyst  is  the  result,  the  so-called 
APOPLECTIC  CYST.  This  cyst  is  not  merely  a  simple  sac  containing  fluid, 
but  it  is  generally  intersected  by  connective-tissue  trabeculse  so  as  to 
appear  to^'be  filled  with  a  net-work.  Very  often  some  crystalline  or 
'o-ranular  pigment  is  met  with  in  the  wall  of  the  cyst.  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  cysts  which  in  their  later  stages  are  indistinguishable 
from  those  now  under  consideration  may  have  their  origin  in  softening 
of  the  brain,  especially  as  a  result  of  embolism.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  apoplectic  cyst  may  be  compared  in  its  origin  with  a  cicatrix ;  it 
•irises  by  the  formation  of  connective  tissue  and  fills  the  place  of  tissue 
lost  and  it  is  only  because,  being  situated  in  the  midst  of  the  brain 
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substance,  it  does  not  readily  contract  that  we  have  a  cyst  rather 
than  a  cicatrix.  If  the  haemorrhage  has  been  near  the  surface  of  a 
venti-icle  or  of  tlie  brain  itself  we  may  have  a  cicatrix  instead  of  a  cyst ; 
or  a  cyst  by  thickening  of  the  trabeculse  and  gradual  drawing  together 
of  the  parts  may  be  converted  into  a  cicatrix.  In  the  case  of  cicatrices 
occurring  thus  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  the  soft  membranes  are 
depressed  and  puckered  and  firmly  adherent  to  them.  The  cicatrices 
like  the  cysts  often  present  some  remains  of  blood-colouring  matter. 

SOFTENING  OF  THE  BRAIN  {RAMOLISSEMENT). 

This  subject  has  already  been  several  times  considered  incidentally. 
We  have  seen  that  localized  softenings  occur  in  connection  with  em- 
bolism and  thrombosis  of  the  cerebral  arteries,  and  in  addition  to 
this  there  is  softening  in  connection  with  inflammation,  sometimes 
going  on  to  the  formation  of  abscess.  Lastly,  there  is  a  softening  to 
be  referred  to  in  studying  tubercular  meningitis.  We  have  here  to 
consider  the  character  of  the  changes  which  occur  in  the  brain  substance 
in  the  simple  softenings,  apart  from  those  of  inflammation  or  tubercular 
meningitis. 

As  these  softenings  occur  mainly  in  connection  with  the  occlusion 
of  arteries  the  affected  jDiece  of  brain  substance  is  limited  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  artery  concerned.  In  the  case  of  embolism  it  will  nearly 
always  be  situated  in  the  region  supplied  by  the  middle  cerebral  artery, 
and  especially  in  the  central  parts,  the  more  direct  central  nutritive 
arteries  being  much  more  frequently  the  seat  of  embolism  than  the 
cortical  ones. 

Softenings  have  often  been  distinguished  according  to  the  colour 
presented  by  the  affected  brain  substance,  so  that  white,  yellow  and 
RED  softenings  have  been  described.  For  the  most  part  the  colour  de- 
pends on  the  blood  mixed  with  the  nervous  tissue,  and  the  amount  and 
condition  of  the  former  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  chief  characteristic 
of  the  softening,  and  the  colour  is  therefore  not  of  primary  importance. 

We  have  seen  already  that  softening  of  the  brain  substance  is  really 
due  to  a  necrosis.  The  result  of  the  death  of  the  nervous  structures 
is  their  disintegration.  The  nerve  fibres  very  rapidly  break  up ;  the 
myeline  of  the  medullary  sheath  coagulates  and  escapes  from  the  j)rimi- 
tive  sheath,  and  afterwards  breaks  up  into  fine  fat  granules.  The  ganglion 
cells  are  more  resistant,  but  they  also  become  granular  and  gradually  dis- 
appear.   The  cells  of  the  neuroglia  and  the  nuclei  of  the  walls  of  the 
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vessels  undergo  a  change  which  appears  at  first  sight  to  be  a  fatty  dc 
generation,  but  which  very  pi'ol)al)ly  has,  to  some  extent,  a  diflferent  signifi 
cance.    These  structures  become  lillcd  with  finely  divided  fat,  so  that  tli*' 
neuroglia  cells  arc  converted  into  characteristic  compound  granulai; 
CORPUSCLES  and  the  nuclei  of  the  vessels  are  converted  into  aggregates 
of  fat  gfanules  at  intervals  along  the  vessels  (Fig.  217).    Ho  far  a- 


Fig.  217.— Fatty  degenei-ution  of  the  vessels  in  cerebml  softeuiiig.  (Paget.) 

the  neuroglia  cells  are  concerned  it  is  probable  that  they  pick  up  the 
fat  arising  from  the  disintegrated  myehne.  It  is  not  so  clear  that  the 
nuclei  of  the  blood-vessels  do  this,  and  there  is  here,  more  probably,  a 
fatty  degeneration  of  them.  Besides  the  neuroglia  cells  there  may  bf 
present  in  the  part  amoeboid  cells,  or  these  may  pass  into  it  after  the 
occurrence  of  the  necrosis,  and  these  also  take  up  the  granular  fat. 
In  this  way  there  are,  frequently,  large  numbers  of  compound  granular 
corpuscles  which  are  very  conspicuous  when  a  piece  of  the  softened 
tissue  is  examined  in  the  fresh  state  under  the  microscope. 

In  some  cases,  as  already  mentioned,  the  softened  brain  substance  is 
largely  mixed  with  blood,  especially  in  embohc  softening.  At  first  the 
blood  gives  a  red  colour  to  the  softening.  But  as  time  goes  on  the 
colouring  matter  is  dissolved  out  of  the  red  corpuscles  and  diffused 
throughout  the  softened  structures,  as  well  as  to  some  extent  in  the 
brain  substance  around.  In  that  case  the  colour  becomes  less  intense 
and  merges  into  yellow,  or  the  colour  may  be  reddish  yellow  from 
the  outset.  It  >vill  be  seen  from  this  that  red  and  yellow  softemng  run 
together,  and  that  the  latter  is  often  merely  a  later  stage  of  the  fornier. 
At  the  time  when  the  softening  occurs  the  vessels  are  often  filled  ^Mtll 
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blood,  which  soon  coagulates.  The  fibrine  disintegrates  as  the  colouring- 
matter  is  dissoh^ed  out  from  the  corpuscles.  Sometimes  the  dissolved 
coloiiring  matter  is  deposited  in  the  granular  or  even  in  the  crystalline 
form  inside  or  outside  the  vessels.  If  there  is  very  little  blood  in  the 
vessels  of  the  softened  part  then  the  colour  is  white  or  grey.  This  is 
mostly  seen  when  death  has  occurred  very  soon  after  the  occlusion  of 
an  artery. 

The  ultimate  disposal  of  the  necrosed  piece  of  brain  substance  occurs 
on  principles  already  considered.  The  softened  brain  substance  has 
ultimately  the  characters  of  a  fatty  emulsion,  which  is  gradually  ab- 
sorbed. A  chronic  inflammation  occurs  around,  just  as  in  the  case  of  a 
haemorrhage,  and  in  a  similar  fashion  connective  tissue  is  produced, 
taking  the  form  of  a  cyst  or  a  cicatrix,  according  to  circumstances.  The 
residting  cyst  or  cicatrix  is  not  alwaj^s  to  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
a  cerebral  haemorrhage.  Usually  the  latter  presents  more  distinct  pig- 
mentation, but  the  former  may  also  present  pigment  granules  and 
crystals. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  BE  A  IN. 

These  embrace  a  very  extensive  and  varied  set  of  conditions,  some  of 
which  have  httle  in  common.  Thus  there  are  localized  inflammations 
of  an  acute  kind,  going  on  sometimes  to  the  formation  of  abscesses  ; 
chronic  localized  inflammations ;  inflammations  diff"used  throughout  the 
brain ;  inflammations  extending  to  the  brain  substance  from  the  mem- 
branes, etc. 

(1)  Acute  localized  encephalitis. — We  have  already  seen  that,, 
around  and  in  the  midst  of  haemorrhagic  foci  and  cerebral  softenings, 
there  are  inflammatory  manifestations,  evidenced  by  the  presence  of 
leucocytes,  which  take  up  fat  granules.  The  inflammatory  process  does 
not  go  on  to  suppuration,  but  results  in  the  formation  of  connective 
tissue,  constituting  a  cyst  or  a  cicatrix. 

When  the  brain  is  injured  traumatically— lacerated,  for  example,  by 
a  blow  on  the  head  or  directly  wounded  by  a  protruding  piece  of  frac- 
tured bone— then  there  is  usually  a  more  intense  inflammation,  which 
may  go  on  to  suppuration,  especially  when  the  brain  communicates  with 
an  external  wound.  The  brain  may  be  considerably  lacerated  without 
any  external  wound  or  fracture  of  the  skull,  especially  by  falls  on  the 
head.    In  that  case,  when  the  head  lights  on  the  ground,  the  soft  brain 
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is,  as  it  were,  propelled  against  the  dense  skull  which  has  been  sud- 
denly arrested,  the  laceration  being  brought  aljout  by  conire  coup.  In 
all  these  cases  the  mere  injury  to  the  brain  induces  a  certain  amount  of 
inflammation,  resulting  in  an  aggregation  of  leucocytes.  Usually  the 
ultimate  result  is  the  formation  of  a  cicatrix  or  a  sclerosis  of  the  portion 
of  brain  suljstance,  but  there  may  be  suppuration,  in  which  the  mem- 
branes of  the  brain  take  part. 

Inflammation  of  the  brain  may  result  in  ABSCESS,  but  almost  alone 
in  septic  cases.    An  injury  to  the  brain  communicating  with  a  septic 
wound  may  have  this  result.    More  frequently  the  primary  disease  is 
caries  of  the  bones  of  the  skull,  and  especially  of  the  temporal  bone. 
The  great  majority  of  cases  of  abscess  of  the  brain  are  connected  witli 
suppuration  of  the  middle  ear,  very  often  of  prolonged  duration  datin.^. 
it  may  be,  from  a  scarlatina  years  before.    There  is  most  danger  oi 
abscess  when  caries  exists  in  the  petrous  portion  of  the  temporal  bone  ; 
but  even  without  caries  an  abscess  may  form.    The  abscess  is  due 
to  a  septic  inflammation  extending  directly  from  the  affected  parts 
inwards.    Some  of  the  veins  from  the  temporal  bone  pass  inwards 
to  the  lateral  sinus,  and  a  septic  process  may  be  propagated  along 
the  sheath  of  these  veins  to  the  dura  mater.    This  explains  cases 
in  which  abscess  of  the  brain  is  associated  with  inflammation  <.f 
the  dura  mater,   and   is  localized   in  the  neighbourhood   of  the 
temporal  bone.    But,  in  some  cases,  the  path  of  propagation  is  more 
obscure,  and  an  abscess  is  present  in  the  midst  of  the  brain  substance, 
separated   from  the  temporal  bone  by   sound  tissue.  Abscesses 
sometimes  occur  by  propagation  from  the  nose,  the  antrum  of  High- 
more,  and  the  orbit.  r    ■.      i  • 

In  the  early  stages  of  abscess  there  is  softening  of  the  bram 
substance,  which  is  infiltrated  with  leucocytes.  But  the  conditions 
hardly  off^er  themselves  to  observation  in  this  stage.  The  fully-formed 
abscess  is  generally  of  old  standing,  and  has  been  of  slow  growth,  it 
contains  thick  yellow  pus,  generally  with  a  very  ofi-ensive  smell.  The 
pus  corpuscles  are  usually  CEdematous  and  fatty,  and  altogether  il  pre- 
served. The  abscess  may  be  surrounded  by  softened  bram  substance 
but  most  usually  there  is  a  dense  capsule  surrounding  it  so  that 
it  can  be  enucleated  by  tearing  away  the  capsule.  The  capsule  is 
eomposed  of  inflammatory  tissue,  partly  in  the  state  of  granu  ati  n 
tissue  but  partly  as  connective  tissue.  This  capsule,  to  a  ceita^n 
represents  sclerosed  brain  substance,  but  outside  the  capsula  the 
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brain  substance  is  frequently  softened  so  as  to  allow  of  its  enucleation. 
Abscesses  may  burst  into  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  or  on  to  its 
.  surface. 

(2)  Chronic  localized  encephalitis. — The  processes  of  chronic 
inflammation  here  are  similar  to  those  in  the  spinal  cord,  and  the  result 
here,  as  there,  is  sclerosis.  In  the  case  of  the  brain  there  is  hardly 
anything  of  the  systematic  sclerosis  so  frequent  in  the  cord.  There  is, 
however,  one  form  of  disease  which  affects  both  brain  and  spinal  cord, 
and  which  presents  some  analogies  with  the  systematic  scleroses  of 
the  cord. 

Disseminated  Sclerosis,  or  Sclerosis  in  Patches,  is  characterized 
by  the  occurrence  of  patches  of  chronic  inflammation  scattered  over  the 
cord,  or  the  brain,  or  both.  These  patches  have  all  the  characters  of 
sclerosis ;  in  the  white  substance  they  are  grey,  and  in  both  white  and 
grey  substance  they  produce  induration  and  shrinking.  Under  the 
microscope  the  sclerosed  white  substance  shows  loss  of  the  medullary 
sheaths  of  the  fibres,  while  the  axis  cylinders,  according  to  Charcot,  are 
largely  retained.  In  the  grey  substance,  the  ganglion  cells  are  shrunken 
sometimes  with  pigmentation.  At  the  peripheral  parts  of  the  patch 
there  may  be  evidences  of  more  active  inflammation,  in  the  form  of 
abundant  round  cells  along  with  compound  granular  corpuscles. 

The  distribution  of  the  patches  is  somewhat  irregular.  They  are 
found  of  various  sizes  in  the  cord,  medulla  oblongata,  pons,  ped- 
uncles, corona  radiata,  convolutions,  cerebellum.  In  such  various 
situations  the  sclerosis  leads  to  very  various  functional  disturbances. 
The  great  frequency  of  motor  tremors,  however,  suggests  some  tendency 
to  localization.  Erb  has  pointed  out  that  when  tremors  exist,  i^atches 
are  specially  present  on  the  peduncular  parts  (pons,  medulla,  peduncles). 
If  patches  are  seated  there,  the  motor  impulses  will  be  imperfectly 
conducted  but  not  absolutely  interrupted,  as  the  axis  cylinders  are 
preserved. 

(3)  Diffused  Encephalitis.— This  term  may  be  applied  to  condi- 
tions in  which  there  is  a  general  irritation  of  the  brain,  presumably  by 
some  irritant  circulating  in  the  blood.  It  may  be  held  to  include  a 
considerable  number  of  varied  conditions.  As  the  irritant,  being  in  the 
blood,  will  attack  all  parts  equally,  we  may  expect  to  find  evidences  of 
irritation  in  the  spinal  cord  as  well  as  in  the  brain. 
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In  tho  DELIRIUM  OF  FiCN'icits  it  may  l)c  pi'esumed  that  the  brain  is 
irritated  hy  the  morl)i<l  condition  of  the  blood.  According  to  Popoff, 
there  are  visible  evidences  of  this  in  the  case  of  typhoid  fever  in  the 
l)resence  of  abundant  leucocytes.  Tlacsc  ai'e  stated  to  be  particularly 
abundant  around  the  vessels,  and  evidently  spreading  out  from  these. 
The  leucocytes  were  frequently  found  in  the  spaces  around  the  ganglion 
cells  (pericellular  lymph  spaces),  and  even,  in  some  cases,  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  ganglion  cells.  These  conditions  indicate  the  presence  of 
an  irritation  of  the  brain. 

Then  Middleton  has  pointed  out  that  in  dehrium  tremens,  tuberculai 
meningitis,  uraemia,  fracture  of  the  skull  with  injury  to  the  braiu, 
erysipelas,  etc.,  the  brain  substance  is  over-run  with  leucocytes,  tli(- 
appearances  being  very  similar  to  those  which  will  be  described  as  occur- 
ring in  hydrophobia.  In  all  cases  where  irritation  of  the  nervous 
centres  is  evidenced  during  life,  these  signs  of  irritation  may  be  looke(  1 
for  in  the  brain  after  death. 

Condition  of  the  Brain  in  General  Paralysis  of  the  insani: 
{Dementia  pamlyttm).—Th&  condition  of  excitement  with  which  many 
cases  of  insanity  begin,  suggests  irritation  of  the  cerebral  centres ;  but  it 
is  very  difficult  to  determine  the  exact  relation  of  the  conditions  here, 
especially  as  the  cortex  of  the  brain  is  very  intricate  in  its  structure 
and  difficult  to  disentangle.    In  general  paralysis  the  disease  is  usuall  \ 
in  an  advanced  stage  before  the  death  of  the  patient,  but  it  begin> 
with  acute  symptoms,  such  as  epileptic  attacks  and  acute  mania,  and 
death  sometimes  occurs  at  this  period.    Meyer  has  recorded  the  results 
of  observation  in  twenty  cases  of  this  kind,  in  which  the  disease  began 
with  headache  and  went  on  to  maniacal  outbreaks  Avhich  he  compares 
with  the  delirium  of  fever.     He  asserts  that  death  occurs  more  fre- 
quently in  this  stage  than  is  generally  supposed,  Init  that  the  cases 
are  very  often  not  recognized  as  such. 

In  these  cases,  after  death  there  was  the  appearance  of  a  general 
swelling  of  the  brain,  the  convolutions  being  more  voluminous,  and  the 
sulci  smaller,  while  the  grey  substance  presented  a  hvely  red  appearance, 
frequently  mottled  and  with  multiple  minute  softenings.  On  micro- 
scopic examination  the  blood-vessels  in  the  cortical  substance  were 
found  engorged  with  blood,  and  around  them  leucocytes  m  abnormal 
quantity.  Leucocytes  were  also  abundantiy  present  in  parts  removed 
from  the  vessels.  This  condition  was  seen  mainly  in  the  cortex,  but  also 
spreading  to  the  white  medullary  substance.   The  vessels  themselves  had 
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undergone  clumges ;  in  the  most  acute  periods  the  principal  change  was 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  wall,  visible  chiefly  in  the  capillaries.  There  were 
also  minute  haemorrhages,  the  blood  often  getting  through  the  internal 
and  middle  coats,  but  accumulating  inside  the  external  so  as  to  form  a 
kind  of  dissecting  aneurism.  These  minute  dissecting  aneurisms  may 
be  best  detected  (according  to  Eindfleisch)  l)y  carefully  separating  out 
the  vessels  from  the  surface  inwards  under  a  stream  of  water. 

In  the  more  chronic  periods  of  the  disease  the  appearances  are 
those  rather  of  degenerative  than  of  active  processes,  but  the  degenera- 
tive are  presumably  secondary  to  the  inflammatory,  the  disease  having 
very  much  the  characters  of  an  interstitial  cerebritis  with  loss  of  the 
proper  nervous  tissue  as  a  consequence,  a  cirrhosis  of  the  brain. 

The  appearances  of  the  brain  as  a  whole  are  very  suggestive  of 
such  a  condition,  especially  if,  as  mostly  happens,  the  case  has  been 
of  some  duration.  The  appearances  are  prominently  those  of  atrophy 
OF  THE  BRAIN.  On  removing  the  calvarium  the  dura  mater  is  com- 
monly found  wrinkled  over  the  frontal  lobes,  evidently  from  shrinking, 
but  not  necessarily  of  these  lobes,  because  the  position  of  the  head  causing 
the  brain  to  gravitate  backwards  would  probably  make  the  shrinking 
tell  anteriorly  whatever  its  locaHty.  On  removing  the  dura  mater  a 
very  manifest  oedema  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain  presents  itself. 
There  is  also  distension  of  the  ventricles,  frequently  very  great,  so 
that  the  brain  substance  lying  between  the  fluid  in  the  ventricles 
and  the  superficial  oedema  of  the  membranes  is  greatly  shrunken. 
The  oedema  of  the  membranes  is  most  visible  in  the  sulci  which  gape 
and  are  filled  up  with  oedematous  connective  tissue.  The  fluid  is 
chiefly  in  the  membranes  over  the  parietal  and  occipital  lobes,  perhaps 
from  gravitation.  The  surface  of  the  ventricles  is  beset  with  little 
prominent  granulations  which  are  often  very  marked.  It  has  been 
pointed  out  by  Crichton  Browne  that  the  pia  mater  is  adherent  to  the 
surface  of  the  convolutions,  so  that  on  attempting  to  remove  it  bits  of 
brain  substance  come  away  with  it.  These  adhesions  may  be  taken  as 
indications  of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease,  and  their  locality 
affords  some  evidence  of  the  localization  of  the  lesions.  Crichton  Browne 
states  that  the  adhesions  occur  mainly  in  the  anterior  three-fourths  of  the 
brain,  aff"ecting  the  frontal  lobe  chiefly  in  its  anterior  and  posterior  thirds, 
and  the  parietal  in  all  its  convolutions. 

The  brain  as  a  whole  is  greatly  reduced  in  weight.  Taking  the  nor- 
mal weight  of  the  brain,  including  membranes,  etc.,  as  fifty  ounces  for 
the  adult  male,  and  forty-five  for  the  female,  the  weight  in  general 
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paralysis  often  falls  to  tliirty-dve  ounces.  The  loss  of  weight  does  not 
affect  the  brain  uniformly  ;  it  is  mainly  the  cerebral  hemispheres  that 
are  affected,  the  basal  ganglia  and  peduncular  parts  being  much  less  sc, 
and  the  cerebellum  not  at  all. 

Besides  these  evidences  of  atrophy  of  the  brain,  the  membranos 
show  irregular  thickenings.    The  pia  mater  presents  milky  opacities 
or  more  obvious  patches  of  thickening.     The  dura  mater  is  usually 
also  affected,  so  frequently  that  at  one  time  it  was  supposed  to  b<' 
the  primary  seat  of  disease.    It  is  commonly  adherent  to  the  calvarium. 
so  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  remove  the  latter,  and  it  is  necessary  t<. 
remove  bone  and  dura  mater  together.    That  membrane  presents  patcho 
of  thickening,  opacities,  and  even  flat  bony  developments.    Not  infic 
quently  there  are  extravasations  of  blood  of  smaller  or  larger  size 
accompanied  by  appearances  which  we  shall  have  to  describe  under 
pachymeningitis  chronica  hemorrhagica.     The  calvarium  itself  some- 
times presents  thickening,  which  is  usually  diffuse,  and  may  be  chieH\ 
due  to  the  shrinking  of  the  brain;  sometimes  there  are  also  local  pro 
minences  or  actual  exostoses.    Sometimes  also  the  diploe  is  converted 
into  dense  bone,  so  that  the  calvarium  is  much  heavier  than  nonnal- 
so-called  sclerosis  of  the  bone. 

All  these  appearances  are  due  to  inflammation  and  shrmkmg  of  tlie 
brain  substance,  the  dropsy  of  the  ventricles  and  (Bdema  of  the  men. 
branes  occuiTing  in  order  to  fill  up  the  space  formerly  occupied  by  the 
brain  the  cranium  being  a  cavity  of  fixed  size  and  the  dropsy  bem. 


ex  vacuo. 


The  appearances  under  the  microscope  are  chiefly  those  of  diffuse.l 
sclerosis  and  atrophy  of  the  brain  substance.    We  have  ahjady  see. 
that  there  is  sclerosis  of  the  posterior  columns  of  the  cord,  and  this  may 
even  be  an  early  condition.    In  the  brain  there  are  often  traces  of  the 
earlier  acute  condition  in  the  form  of  little  clumps  of  pigment  around 
the  vessels,  the  remains  of  former  extravasations.    But  the  appearances 
are  more  those  of  degeneration.    The  ganglion  cells  are  shrunken  ami 
frequently  pigmented ;  the  blood-vessels  show  sometimes  fa  ty  degen- 
eration, sometimes  a  homogeneous  glancing  appearance  (colloid) ;  and 
hey  a;e  frequently  obstructed  by  glancing  masses  which  are  partly 
calcareous  and  partly  colloid.    These  appearances  are  not  to  be  rc- 
Tald  as  in  any  wayW  to  this  disease,  ^t^:; 
of  the  profound  atrophy  of  the  brain,  and  may  occur  to  a  limited  extent 
in  old  persons  where  there  has  been  only  a  senile  atrophy. 
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Hydrophobia. — This  is  a  disease  in  which  there  is  every  indication 
of  irritation  of  certain  centres,  and  of  a  greatly  increased  reflex  irrita- 
bility. The  centres  irritated  here  are  less  those  of  the  cerebral 
hemispheres  than  of  .the  spinal  cord  and  medulla  oblongata,  although 
delirium  is  also  occasionally  present.  The  symptoms  point  mainly  to 
the  medulla  oblongata;  there  are  various  spasms  of  the  muscles  of 
deglutition  and  respiration  which  occur  to  some  extent  spontaneously, 
but  are  also  evoked  by  shght  sensory  stimulation.  The  mere  sight  of 
water  gives  rise  to  the  idea  of  swallowing  it,  and  brings  on  a  violent 
spasm  of  the  muscles  of  deglutition.  A  breath  of  cold  air  on  the  surface 
of  the  body  causes  a  violent  respiratory  spasm  or  gasp.  The  centres  in 
the  cord  are  also  irritated,  as  shown  by  the  tendency  to  spasm  of  the 
muscles  generally. 


In  this  disease  an  irritating  virus  is  present  in  the  blood  and  induees 
these  cond;t,ons  of  the  nervous  system.    After  death  most  mamfe! 
^gns  of  ™tafon  are  visible  on  microscopic  examination.    They  a  "to 
be  found  most  characteristically  in  the  medulla  oblongata  and  Lxt  o 
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that  in  the  spinal  cord,  but  are  not  absent  in  the  other  parts  of  the 
nervous  system.    The  most  prominent  condition  is  an  accumulation  of 
leucocytes  around  the  vessels  in  the  substance  of  the  cord  and  medulla 
oblongata.    There  may  be  just  a  few  leucocytes  in  the  sheath,  but 
from  this  there  are  all  gradations  up  to  a  condition  in  which  the 
vessel  is  clothed  with  a  mantle  consisting  of  many  layers  of  leucocytes 
(Fig.  218).  The  leucocytes  are  also  present  elsewhere,  and  sometimes  in 
such  quantities  as  to  have  induced  one  observer  to  speak  of  the  collections 
as  miliary  abscesses.   This  name  is,  however,  objectionable,  as  there  is  no 
solution  of  the  tissue  such  as  is  involved  in  the  idea  of  an  abscess.  The 
leucocytes  find  their  way  into  the  pericellular  spaces  and  are  found 
keeping  company  with  the  ganglion  cells  in  these  situations.    In  the 
medulla  oblongata  the  main  nutritive  vessels  are  towards  the  posterior 
part,  and  as  the  motor  nuclei  are  in  this  region,  it  may  be  that  the 
localization  of  the  irritation  here  is  partly  determined  by  their  prox- 
imity.   In  addition  to  these  conditions  minute  haemorrhages  have  been 
observed  in  the  medulla  and  cord. 


Firr  210  -From  the  salivary  gland  in  a  case  of  hydrophobia.  In 
mfdSe  is- portion  of  a  duct;  l^bundant  round  cells  surround  it  as 
willas  the  glandular  structiires,  shown  m  outline.    X  350. 

Sic^ns  of  irritation  are  present  in  other  parts  of  the  body  besides  the 
nervots  system.  The  salivary  glands  have  been  found  to  present 
rXt  Lcocytes  between  the  glandular  elements  (Fig.  2^  ^  ^h^^ 
kidneys  also  there  are  signs  of  irritation  m  the  form  of  dilatation 

vessels  and  hsemorrhage.  .        ,  •     •  ^inf^na  in  the 

It  is  clear  then  that  here  an  intense  irritant  is  ---^^^^-^^^^^^ 
blood,  and  the  intensity  of  it  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that 
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these  very  marked  aiDpearances  occiir  within  two  or  three  days  of  the 
onset  of  the  nervous  symptoms. 

Tetanus. — In  this  disease  we  have  another  example  of  an  intense 
irritation  of  the  spinal  cord  and  medulla  oblongata.  There  is  here 
violent  spasm  of  the  muscles,  but  those  under  the  control  of  the  medulla 
oblongata  are  not  so  specially  involved  as  in  hydrophobia,  although  the 
person  frequently  dies  from  spasm  of  the  muscles  of  respiration. 

Here  again  there  are  signs  of  irritation  discoverable  in  the  spinal 
cord  and  medulla  oblongata,  although  they  are  very  different  from 
those  in  hydrophobia.  In  tetanus  the  most  prominent  and  constant 
appearance  suggests  the  exudation  of  fluid  from  the  vessels.  The  fluid 
sometimes  collects  around  the  vessels  and,  as  in  hardened  specimens 
the  albumen  is  coagulated,  a  granular  appearance  may  be  produced. 
In  other  cases  it  looks  as  if  the  fluid  produced  a  disintegration  of  the 
neighbouring  nervous  tissue,  the  appearance  being  that  of  the  "  granu- 
lar disintegration"  of  Lockhart  Clarke.  The  localization  of  the  dis- 
integration around  the  vessels  suggests  its  origin  in  an  exudation  from 
them. 

The  cause  of  the  irritation  in  tetanus  is  not  at  all  clear.  It  seems 
likely,  however,  that  here  also  there  is  an  irritant  in  the  blood,  just  as 
there  is  in  hydrophobia.  In  both  of  these  diseases  the  temperature  is 
elevated,  and,  especially  in  the  case  of  tetanus,  reaches  sometimes  a  most 
startling  height  (110°  F.).  It  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  extreme 
rise  of  temperature  by  the  muscular  spasm,  though  the  possibihty  of 
this  explanation  is  not  to  be  absolutely  denied.  It  seems  more  pro- 
bable, however,  that  an  irritant  acting  to  some  extent  generally  on  the 
tissues  is  the  cause  of  the  elevation  of  temperature.  This  is  the  more 
likely  because  tetanus  has  been  known  to  occur  in  epidemics,  and  because 
if  a  case  survives  eight  days  there  is  considerable  probability  of  recovery, 
as  if  the  poison  ran  its  course  in  that  period. 

ATEOPHY  AND  DEGENERATIONS  OF  THE  BEAIN. 
There  are  cases  of  congenital  atrophy  of  the  brain  which  is  very 
commonly  partial.  It  may  be  of  one  cerebral  hemisphere  or  of  the 
cerebellum  An  interesting  case  of  the  latter  kind  has  been  recorded 
by  Fraser  m  which  there  were  striking  symptoms  of  ataxia  due  to  a 
congenital  smallness  of  the  cerebellum.  From  the  existence  of  similar 
symptoms  m  another  member  of  the  same  family  it  was  inferred  that 
she  also  was  the  subject  of  a  similar  affection. 
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The  brain  frequently  atrophies  in  old  age— senile  atrophy.  There 
is  usually  a  general  shrinking  of  the  brain  substance,  but  this  may  be 
greater  in  some  parts  than  in  others.  The  loss  of  suljstance  is  made 
lip  partly  by  thickening  and  oedema  of  the  soft  membranes,  such  as 
have  been  already  described  as  occurring  in  general  paralysis,  and 
partly  by  thickening  of  the  skull. 

Of  the  more  definite  degenerative  changes  it  is  not  necessary 
to  give  here  a  detailed  account,  as  they  have  mostly  been  incidentally 
i-eferred  to. 

The  white  substance  of  the  brain  undergoes  a  process  of  atrophy 
under  various  circumstances— in  softening  of  the  brain,  in  sclerosis, 
etc.  It  also  presents  a  condition  which  Lockhart  Clarke  has  designated 
GRANULAR  DISINTEGRATION.  This  occurs  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
blood-vessels,  and  is  probably  due  to  exudation  from  them.  The  white 
substance  degenerates  into  an  indefinite  granular  material. 

The  GANGLION  CELLS  are  frequently  the  seat  of  atrophy  and  degen- 
eration.   They  may  undergo  a  SIMPLE  ATROPHY,  shrinking  and  losing 
their  processes.    But  very  commonly  the  atrophy  is  accompanied  by 
pigmentation,  and  so  a  pigmentary  degeneration  is  the  result.  Yir- 
chow  was  the  first  to  describe  a  CALCIFICATION  of  the  ganghon  cells. 
This  condition  seems  to  be  of  frequent  occurrence  when  these  cells  are 
suddenly  deprived  of  vitality.    It  was  found  by  Virchow  originally  m 
cases  of  commotio  cerebri,  but  has  since  been  seen  in  softening  of  the 
brain,  in  acute  poliomyelitis  anterior,  etc.-    The  ganghon  cells,  having 
died  and  having  undergone  coagulation-necrosis,  become  infiltrated  with 
lime  like  other  dead  structures.    A  hyaline  or  colloid  degeneration- 
of  the  ganglion  cells  has  also  been  described,  especially  m  cases  of  m- 
sanity. 

SYPHILIS  OF  THE  BRAIN  AND  ITS  MEMBRANES. 
Syphilitic  lesions  aflecting  the  encephalon  are  of  considerable 
frequency,  and  hence  of  great  importance.  For  convenience  o  de^ 
scription  we  shall  divide  the  lesions  into  three,  although  it  is  to 
understood  that  these  are  often  coincident  in  the  same  case.  AN  . 
shall  consider,  first,  the  syphilitic  gumma  ;  next  syphilitic  disease  .0 
the  cerebral  arteries  ;  and,  lastly,  syphihtic  mflamma  10ns  In  thus 
description  the  brain  and  its  membranes  will  be  considered  togethei, 
?nasZl  as  the  lesions,  being  almost  entirely  of  the  surface,  frequently 
involve  both  brain  substance  and  membranes. 
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The  GUMMA  occurs  either  as  a  greyish  tumour  of  soft  consistence 
and  transparent  gelatinous  apj^earance,  or  as  a  yellow  mass  of  hard 
consistence  and  opaque  cheesy  appearance.  These  two  forms  are  not 
absolutely  separate  in  their  occurrence,  and  it  is  probable  that  the 
cheesy  form  is  due  to  metamorphosis  of  the  grey  transparent.  In  cor- 
respondence with  this  the  grey  form  presents,  under  the  microscope, 
masses  of  well-formed  round  cells,  often  with  some  admixture  of  the 
tissue  in  which  the  tumour  is  growing ;  in  fact  the  tumour  consists  of 
fresh  granulation-tissue  like  other  recent  gummata.  It  is  never  dis- 
tinctly circumscribed,  but  merges  at  its  margins  into  the  surrounding 
tissues,  in  which  masses  of  round  cells  may  be  found  for  some  distance 
outside  the  tumour.  The  grey  tumour  may  be  interspersed  with  yellow 
cheesy  parts,  which  are  clearly  older. 

The  yellow  cheesy  form  is  more  frequently  a  defined  tumour,  and 
has  commonly  a  peripheral  zone  of  grey  tissue.  This  form  presents  a 
very  miscellaneous  structure,  the  cheesy  part  consisting  of  shrunken 
cells,  fatty  debris,  fat  crystals,  masses  of  blood-pigment,  with,  it  may 
be,  some  remains  of  the  original  tissue  in  the  form  of  irregular 
fibres,  etc. 

These  tumours  are  met  with  chiefly  in  the  dura  mater  or  in  the 
soft  membranes.  In  the  DURA  MATER  we  sometimes  see  tumours 
of  considerable  size,  as  large  as  a  pigeon's  or  even  a  hen's  egg.  The 
tumour  grows  in  the  substance  of  the  dura  mater,  and  is  nearly  always 
of  the  yellow  caseous  form ;  it  is  distinctly  defined,  and  the  dura  mater 
around  it  is  greatly  thickened.  These  tumours  occur  in  all  regions 
of  the  dura  mater,  but  they  attain  to  the  largest  size  commonly  in  the 
duplicatures,  such  as  the  falx  cerebri.  They  press  on  the  brain  within 
and  the  skull  without,  but  their  chief  effects  are  in  the  latter  direction. 
They  produce  erosion  of  the  internal  surface  of  the  skull,  so-called  dry 

CARIES. 

Of  even  greater  importance  than  these  are  the  gummata  of  the  soft 
MEMBRANES,  because  they  have  a  much  greater  effect  on  the  brain  itself. 
It  may  here  be  said  that  the  great  majority  of  gummata  of  the  brain 
Itself  are  at  the  surface,  and  really  originate  in  the  soft  membranes,  the 
pia  mater  or  the  arachnoid.  Tumours  of  this  kind  occurring  on  the 
convexity  present  the  appearance  of  great  matting  and  thickening  of  the 
entire  membranes,  the  dura  mater  being  adherent  over  the  place  so  that 
It  cannot  be  separated.  In  the  midst  of  the  matted  tissue  is  found 
the  tumour  or  tumours,  recognized  by  their  yellow  cheesy  appear- 
ance.   The  tumour  is  seen  on  section  to  involve  the  brain  substance 
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which  is  partly  replaced  by  its  tissue.  Around  the  tumour  the  brain 
substance  is  softened,  and  this  softening  may  extend  widely  outside  the 
growth.  When  seated  over  the  convexity,  the  tumour  will,  of  course, 
involve  the  grey  substance  of  the  surface  of  the  convolutions. 

When  the  growth  occurs  at  the  base  of  the  lirain,  the  dura  mater  is 
less  commonly  affected,  and  we  more  frequently  have  the  grey  trans- 
parent form  of  gumma.  The  tumour  is  peculiarly  prone  to  occur  about 
the  optic  chiasma,  the  crura  cerebri,  and  the  pons.  Here  also  it  grows  into 
the  brain  substance,  working  it  up,  and  it  may  in  like  manner  attack  the 
cerebral  nerves  as  they  issue  from  the  brain.  The  nerves  most  frequently 
aff"ected  are  the  optic,  and  those  issuing  from  the  peduncles  and  pons 
(the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth). 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  inflammation  and  thickening  of  the 
membranes  occur  around  the  gummata,  but  sometimes  a  condition 
exists  which  may  be  designated  a  GUMMATOUS  meningitis.    The  gum- 
matous tissue  is  formed  more  diff"usely  in  the  form  of  a  grey  gelatinous 
layer,  covering  a  considerable  surface  at  the  base  or  on  the  convexity. 
In  the  former  case  there  may  be  some  resemblance  to  tubercular  menin- 
gitis.   In  the  latter,  the  whole  membranes  are  thickened  and  matted 
together  by  gummatous  tissue,  and  the  brain  substance  beneath  is 
softened.  If  under  treatment,  or  otherwise,  the  proper  gummatous  tissue 
disappears,  then  the  thickened  membranes  may  present  the  appearance 
of  an  old  simple  inflammation. 

Gummata  of  the  brain  substance  proper  are  of  the  rarest  occurrence, 
if  we  exclude  those  which  have  some  connection  with  the  surface,  and 
may  have  originated  from  the  soft  membranes.  Of  the  very  few  cases 
recorded,  there  are  even  some  where  the  conditions  were  ambiguous.  • 

Syphilitic  disease  of  the  blood-vessels,  although  not  confined  to 
those  of  the  brain,  is  most  frequent  and  most  characteristic  in  them  (see  p. 
361)  The  condition  somewhat  resembles  atheroma,  but  presents  certam 
distinct  diff-erences.  The  lesion  may  occur  in  the  vessels  near  a  gumma, 
but  also  independently  and  at  a  distance.  It  is  noted  that  at  a  certam 
spot  the  vessel  has  become  more  opaque  and  greyish  white  m  colour. 
Its  wall  in  the  affected  part  is  firmer,  so  that  instead  of  the  vessel  beiiig 
ffattened  as  usual  it  preserves  a  cylindrical  shape.  The  part  also  fee  s 
hard  and  resistant.  On  section  it  is  seen  that  the  calibre  of  the  vessel 
is  greatly  reduced  by  a  new-formation  in  its  wall.  This  new-formation 
haf  rgreyish  or  whLh  colour,  and  is  of  dense,  almost  cartilagmoi^ 
consistence.    The  reduction  of  the  calibre  varies,  but  it  may  go  on  to 
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nearly  complete  occlusion.  The  narrowed  portion  may  become  the 
seat  of  a  thrombus  which  may  complete  the  obstruction.  The  new- 
formation  has  its  seat  in  the  internal  coat  of  the  artery,  and  (according 
to  Heubner,  whose  description  in  Ziemssen's  Handbucli  is  here  fol- 
lowed) especially  between  the  elastic  lamina  and  the  endothelial  layer. 
There  is  first  a  germination  of  the  endothelial  cells,  which  form  a  firm 
connective  tissue  containing  spindle  and  stellate  cells.  There  is  also 
a  formation  of  granulation-tissue  in  the  wall,  as  in  the  gumma.  This 
new-formation  extends  along  the  vessel  as  well  as  inwards,  and  involves 
communicating  branches.  It  is  clear  that  this  disease  must  often  by 
narrowing,  with  or  without  thrombosis,  lead  to  complete,  or  nearly 
complete,  occlusion  of  the  artery,  the  natural  result  being  softening 
of  the  brain  in  the  region  of  distribution.  Heubner  has  pointed  out 
that  the  disease  most  frequently  affects  the  carotid  and  its  branches, 
especially  the  middle  cerebral,  so  that  this  softening  is  most  commonly 
in  the  same  region  as  that  from  embolism.  It  has  been  noted  above 
that  softening  of  the  brain  occurs  around  gummata,  and  in  that  case 
it  is  largely  the  result  of  this  disease  in  the  arteries. 

This  form  of  disease  of  the  arteries  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
atheroma,  chiefly  from  its  occurrence  in  connection  with  other  mani- 
festations of  syphiHs.  It  also  occurs  in  younger  persons,  and  may  be  in 
single  patches,  while  atheroma  is  prone  to  aff"ect  many  vessels. 

InflAxMMAtion  of  the  membranes  in  syphilis  occurs  mainly  in 
connection  with  gummata.  Cases  have  been  recorded  of  inflammation 
without  gummata  and  their  occurrence  is  not  to  be  denied,  but  there  is 
often  the  possibility  of  gummata  having  previously  existed,  and  been 
removed  perhaps  by  treatment. 

In  connection  with  the  symptoms  due  to  syphilitic  lesions  of  the 
bram  it  is  important  to  remember  the  localization  op  these  lesions. 
The  gummata  and  resulting  inflammations  of  the  convexity,  occurring  as 
they  do  on  the  surface,  will,  at  first,  irritate  the  surface  of  the  convolu- 
tions. If  a  motor  part  be  afi^ected  then  there  will  be  muscular  spasm 
often  progressing,  and  ending  perhaps  in  general  convulsions  of  a  quasi- 
epileptic  character.  Any  sort  of  local  spasm  may  be  produced  accordin"- 
to  the  particular  part  irritated.  If  the  lesion  be  over  a  sensory  part 
there  will  be  subjective  sensory  impressions.  We  have  already  seen 
that  the  bram  substance  commonly  gets  involved  in  the  gumma,  and 
that  outside  It  there  is  also  softening  of  the  brain.    This  destruction  of 
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brain  substance  involves  loss  of  function,  namely,  paralysis  or  loss  of 
sensation;  but  there  will  still  be  irritation  of  the  marginal  parts,  and 
though  paralyses  and  anajsthesiai  may  develop,  the  signs  of  irritation 
generally  remain  ])romincnt.  At  the  base  the  gumma  is  very  apt  to 
involve  motor  tracts.  The  motor  fibres  of  the  pons  and  peduncles 
are  anterior,  and  are  therefore  more  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the 
tumour.  But  these  paralyses  are  apt  to  be  comphcated  by  the  lesion 
extending  to  the  cerebral  nerves  which  issue  here,  mainly  the  optic, 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  and  so  we  have  very  complex  conditions 
brought  about,  such  as  crossed  paralysis,  etc.  Again,  the  syphilitic 
disease  of  the  arteries  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  carotid  and 
middle  cerebral,  and  the  resulting  softening  is  usually  most  manifest 
in  the  region  of  the  corpus  striatum  and  motor  convolutions.  In  this 
way  a  hemiplegia  may  be  produced  which  imitates  that  from  embolism'. 
It  will  be  seen  that  a  great  variety  of  symptoms  may  be  produced  from 
syphilitic  lesions  of  the  brain  and  its  membranes. 


TUMOURS  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

Tumours  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence  in  the  brain  substance,  and 
are  of  great  importance  in  a  practical  point  of  view.  In  examination  of 
the  brain  particular  attention  should  be  directed  to  the  exact  locality  of 
the  tumour,  and  the  extent  to  which  the  brain  substance  is  involved 
in  it. 

A  tumour  nearly  always  induces  inflammation  of  the  brain  substance 
around  it.  If  it  be  of  rapid  growth  there  is  softening,  but  if  slow 
in  growth  then  there  is  sclerosis  from  chronic  inflammation.  In  the- 
latter  case  the  tumour  will  often  at  its  margin  merge  gradually  into 
condensed  connective  tissue.  The  tumours  very  often  lead  to  the 
occurrence  of  hydrocephalus,  which  will  come  up  for  consideration  aftei- 
wards.  They  also  lead  usually  to  optic  neuritis  when  they  have  niduced 
considerable  increase  of  the  intracranial  pressure.  The  neuritis  is 
localized  in  the  intraocular  termination  of  the  nerve,  where  it  gives  rise 
to  the  characteristic  "  choked  disc  "  or  "  engorged  papilla." 

The  scrofulous  tubercle  is  the  commonest  tumour  of  the 
brain  It  occurs  most  frequently  in  young  persons  and  is  often 
multiple.  We  have  seen  that  tubercles  occur  in  the  form  of  minute 
round  tumours,  but  here  in  the  brain  substance  we  have  solid 
tumours  of  a  size  increasing  up  to  that  of  a  hen's  egg.    These  massn 
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tumours  are  of  course  composed  of  myriads  of  tubercles,  with  the 
products  of  their  degeneration.  The  greater  part  of  the  tumour 
is  made  up  of  a  firm  caseous  mass,  which  resembles  very  closely 
in  appearance  a  scrofulous  gland.  Sometimes  the  cheesy  mass  is 
directly  continuous  with  the  brain  substance,  but  usually  there  is  a 
transparent  grey  zone  outside  it,  and  this  gradually  merges  in  the 
brain  substance  around.  This  grey  zone,  when  it  exists,  indicates 
that  the  tumour  has  been  growing  up  till  death,  and  is  often  distinctly 
composed  of  tubercles  of  characteristic  form.  Sometimes  there  are  no 
rounded  tubercles  in  it,  and  it  forms  simply  a  cellular  zone.  The  grey 
tissue  gradually  merges  in  the  brain  substance,  and  both  it  and  the  brain 
substance  show  inflammatory  conditions  characterized  by  the  presence  of 
multitudes  of  round  cells.  The  soHtary  tubercles  are  met  with  in  all  parts 
of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  but  are  peculiarly  frequent  in  the  cerebrum 
and  cerebellum.  In  these  they  show  a  preference  for  the  cortical  sub- 
stance, but  in  the  case  of  the  latter  they  may  grow  to  such  a  size  as  to 
replace  almost  the  entire  substance  of  one  lobe. 


The  GLIOMA  is  also  a  somewhat  frequent  tumour.  It  sometimes 
grows  to  a  large  size  and  is  usually  of  slow  growth.    In  its  general 
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margin,  it  may  bo  difficult  to  make  out  its  limits  accurately,  and 
it  may  appear  as  an  enlargement  of  a  part  of  the  brain.    Two  forms 
of  glioma  have  been  distinguished,  a  hard  and  a  soft.    The  variations  in 
consistence  depend  largely  on  the  character  of  the  matrix  of  the  tumour. 
It  may  bo  composed  chiefly  of  stiff  thick  liljrcs  (as  in  Fig.  220),  in  which 
case  the  consistence  will  bo  dense,  or  of  a  delicate  network,  when  the  tissue 
is  soft.    The  cells  are  of  small  size  and  mostly  round,  and  they  present 
considerable  variations  in  abundance.    In  the  softer  forms  the  cells  arc 
generally  numerous.    Sometimes  there  is  an  excessive  development  of 
blood-vessels,  in  which  case  there  is  a  tendency  to  haemorrhage.  If 
death  occur  from  the  hEemorrhage  the  appearances  may  resemble  those 
of  ordinary  cerebral  hsemorrhage,  the  tumour  broken  up  by  the  clot 
resembling  the  broken-up  brain  substance.     The  substance  of  the 
glioma  not  infrequently  undergoes  fatty  degeneration  and  a  cheese- 
appearance  is  produced.    When  haemorrhage  occurs  the  clot  may  alsd 
assume  a  cheesy  appearance.    In  this  way  very  varied  and  peculiar 
appearances  may  be  produced. 

The  MYXOMA  occasionally  occurs  in  the  brain,  but  is  more  frequent 
on  the  peripheral  nerves.  It  is  a  soft  tumour  of  a  transparent  glanciu- 
appearance,  and  by  still  further  softening  may  become  cystic. 

Sarcomas  are  of  considerable  frequency,  and  are  of  various  structure. 
There  are  sarcomas  allied  to  the  glioma  and  others  to  the  myxoma,  and 
so  we  have  glio-sarcomas  and  myxo-sarcomas,  the  difference  bemg  manily 
in  the  character  of  the  intercellular  substance.  In  the  myxo-sarcoma  the 
cells  are  round,  and  the  tumour  very  soft.  In  the  glio-sarcoma  the  cells 
may  be  round  or  spindle-shaped,  and  the  tumour  soft  or  hard.  ■ 

CANCERS  will  hardly  occur  in  the  brain,  except  by  extension  through 

the  skull  from  the  skin. 

PAPILLOMA  sometimes  occurs  as  an  outgrowth  on  the  surface  of  the 

''^''osteomas  are  very  rare,  but  true  bony  tumours  have  been  found, 
one  occupying  almost  the  entire  cerebellum. 

'  The  lipoma  is  excessively  rare.  .  .  , 

Cysts  may  arise  from  the  myxoma,  or  may  possibly  origmate  more 
independently.    Dermoid  cysts  have  been  observed. 

PAEASITES. 

The  CYSTICERCUS  of  the  taenia  solium  has  occasionally  its  seat  in  the 
brain,  mostly  in  the  cortical  portions,  but  it  may  be  m  any  sxtuat.on. 
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It  forms  a  small  round  structure  enclosed  in  a  connective-tissue  capsule. 
Inside  this  the  projjer  stratified  membrane  of  the  parasite,  with  the 
head  and  other  structures,  are  to  be  found.  Sometimes  the  parasite  is 
dead  and  calcified.  As  a  rule  it  produces  little  disturbance,  and  is 
often  found  by  accident  after  death.  If  situated  in  the  peduncular 
portions  it  may  produce  serious  symptoms,  but  even  here  its  slow 
growth  and  small  size  generally  allow  of  accommodation.  Sometimes 
several  cysticerci,  as  many  as  10  to  20,  have  been' found. 

The  ECHINOCOCCUS  sometimes  develops  in  the  brain,  but  has  usually 
been  found  by  accident  on  post-mortem  examination. 


C— THE  MEMBEANES  AND  CAVITIES  OF  THE  BRAIN 

AND  SPINAL  CORD. 

Introductory  Considerations.— The  dura  mater  is  a  dense 
connective-tissue  membrane  which  is  more  intimately  connected  with 
the  bone  than  with  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  forming  something  like  a 
periosteum  to  the  bone.  It  is  generally  said  that  the  dui'a  mater 
is  lined  with  arachnoid  membrane,  one  layer  of  arachnoid  covering  the 
brain  and  cord  and  another  the  dura  mater.  It  is  thus  customary 
to  speak  of  the  arachnoid  sac  as  of  the  pleural  sac,  and  of  a  visceral  and 
a  parietal  layer.  But  these  analogies  are  contradicted  by  pathological 
experience.  There  is  no  fine  membrane  lining  the  dura  mater,  and  the 
arachnoid  membrane  covering  the  brain  has  almost  nothing  in  common 
with  the  dura  mater  in  its  diseases.  We  are  accustomed  to  acute 
inflammations  of  the  pleural  and  other  serous  sacs,  in  which  the  whole 
sac,  including  both  visceral  and  parietal  layers,  takes  part,  but  there 
is  hardly  such  a  thing  as  an  arachnitis  involving  surface  of  brain  and 
internal  surface  of  dura  mater.  On  the  other  hand  the  arachnoid  and  the 
pia  mater  go  together  in  their  inflammations,  and  it  is  better  to  speak 
of  the  dura  mater  as  one  membrane  and  the  pia-arachnoid  as  another. 
It  will  be  proper  also  to  speak  of  the  arachnoid  cavity  as  the  cavity  of 
the  dura  mater  or  subdural  space,  just  as  we  speak  of  the  subarach- 
noid  space. 

The  subarachnoid  space  contains  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid,  which 
appears  to  circulate  somewhat  freely  on  the  surface  of  the  brain  and 
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spinal  cord.    It  is  important  to  notice  the  connections  of  the  suharacli 
noid  space,  as  it,  with  its  connections,  forms  a  large  communicating 
system  of  lymph  spaces,  and  may  be  almost  compared  with  a  seroii- 
cavity.    The  subarachnoid  space,  lying  between  pia  mater  and  arachnoid, 
is  intersected  by  trabeculse.-  The  pia  mater  and  arachnoid  become  incoi' 
porated  over  the  summits  of  the  convolutions,  so  that  it  is  only  in  the  sul<  i 
that  there  is  any  space.    The  pia  mater  is  prolonged  into  the  latei  :i! 
ventricles,  forming  the  supporting  structure  of  the  choroid  plexus,  and 
the  subarachnoid  tissue  is  also  continued,  so  that  the  ventricles  com- 
municate here  with  the  subarachnoid  space.    There  is  a  still  freer  com- 
munication by  means  of   the  foramen  of  Majendie  at  the  fourth 
ventricle.     The  subarachnoid  space  and  the  ventricles  of  the  brain 
with  the  central  canal  of  the  spinal  cord  thus  form  a  continuous 
system  of  lymph  spaces,  and  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid  circulates  in  them. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  subarachnoid  space  communicates  with  lympli 
spaces  around  the  vessels  and  gangHon  cells,  the  perivascular  and 
periganglionic  spaces.    It  is  important  to  observe  that  the  subarachnoid 
space  does  not  communicate  with  the  subdural  space. 

MENINGEAL  H.^MOEEHAGE. 

The  HEMATOMA  OF  THE  DURA  MATER  is  a  condition  concerning 
which  considerable  differences  of  opinion  exist.  It  presents  itself  mostly 
in  the  form  of  a  somewhat  massive  blood-clot  covermg  the  mternul 
surface  of  the  dura  mater  and  compressing  the  brain  substance,  ^^hcn 
the  clot  is  more  particularly  examined  it  is  seen  to  be  not  exactly  free 
on  the  surface  of  the  dura  mater,  but  covered  with  a  dehcate  mem- 
brane, which  is  continued  beyond  the  clot  on  the  surface  of  the  dura 
mater  as  a  thin  soft  layer.  This  membrane  generally  has  a  brownish 
colour,  evidently  from  the  blood-colouring  matter,  and  it  presents  m 
its  substance,  as  well  as  between  the  membrane  and  the  dura  ma  er, 
numerous  smaller  hemorrhages.  This  condition  as  of  somewhat  fre- 
quent occurrence,  particidarly  among  the  msane.  ■ 

There  are  two  views  as  to  its  true  nature,  and  at  as  quite  pos- 
sible that  there  may  be  actually  two  diseases.     According  to  one 
view,  a  haemorrhage  into   the   cavity  of  the  dura  mater  a  th 
primary  condition.    It  is  undoubted  that  a  hemorrhage  may  lead  t. 
ondition  resembling  that  described.    In  a  case  of  aneurism  of  o 
of  the  larger  cerebral  vessels,  where  bleeding  had  occurred  anto .  the 
ubdtd  s^ace  some  time  before  the  fatal  cerebral  hemorrhage;  the 
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author  found  a  layer  of  soft  tissue  covering  the  dura  mater  and  having 
much  of  the  characters  described  above.  In  this  and  similar  cases  the 
coagulum  on  the  surface  of  the  dura  mater  becomes  organized  in  the 
usual  way,  and  vessels  pass  from  the  dura  mater  into  the  rudimentary 
tissue  thus  produced.  These  thin-walled  vessels  are  specially  aj)t  to 
bleed  for  reasons  to  be  presently  referred  to,  and  so  there  is  haemorrhage 
in  the  new-formed  tissue  and  under  it. 

But  manj^  cases  have  a  more  spontaneous  origin,  and  agree  with  the 
description  which  Virchow  has  given  of  HEMORRHAGIC  PACHYMENIN- 
GITIS. This  disease  begins  in  an  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater, 
characterized  by  hyperaemia.  The  inflammation  being  chronic,  the 
result  is  the  formation  of  a  soft  m-embrane  on  the  internal  surface  of 
the  dura  mater,  owing  to  an  inflammatory  transformation  of  its 
internal  layer.  In  its  structure  this  membrane  somewhat  resembles 
mucous  tissue,  containing  stellate  and  spindle-shaped  cells  in  a 
matrix  which  gives  a  precipitate  with  acetic  acid.  In  it  there  are 
large  thin-walled  blood-vessels  in  large  numbers.  The  false  membrane 
is  easily  lifted  from  the  dura  mater  with  forceps,  and  as  this  is  being 
done  numerous  red  threads  are  seen  to  stretch  from  it  to  the  dura 
mater  :  these  are  the  blood-vessels. 

An  explanation  of  the  large  size  and  tendency  to  rupture  of  these 
vessels  has  been  suggested  by  Kindfleisch.  To  begin  Avith,  there  is 
hyperaemia  of  the  dura  mater  with  relaxation  of  the  arteries.  The  normal 
capillaries  being  in  a  dense  tissue  will  not  dilate  much,  but  the  blood  in 
them  will  be  at  a  high  pressure.  The  new-formed  vessels,  however,  are 
deHcate  and  he  in  a  soft  tissue,  and  they  communicate  with  the  capillaries 
of  the  dura  mater  in  which  the  blood-pressure  is  excessive.  They  are 
therefore  very  liable  to  dilatation,  and  although  they  have  the  struc- 
ture of  capillaries  they  are  mostly  three  or  four  times  as  wide  as 
ordinary  ones.  These  vessels  often  rupture,  so  that  there  is  frequent 
haemorrhage  into  the  soft  membrane.  But  sometimes  a  more  consider- 
able haemorrhage  occurs,  and  the  blood  accumulating  dissects  up  the 
membrane  from  the  dura  mater,  rupturing  fresh  vessels  as  it  advances. 
In  this  way  a  large  flat  clot  as  thick  as  the  hand  may  be  formed,  the 
proper  haematoma.  It  will  be  observed  that  this  clot  is  still  covered 
with  the  membrane,  and  it  is  quite  unusual  to  find  the  blood  escapino- 
into  the  cavity  of  the  dura  mater.  * 
If  a  fatal  hfemon-hage  does  not  occur,  the  new-formed  membrane 
undergoes  organization  in  the  way  of  other  inflammatory  structures  It 
becomes  more  cellular  and  finally  develops  into  connective  tissue  which 
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coalesces  with  that  of  the  dura  mater.  The  disease,  however,  is  apt  to 
recur,  and  a  fresh  soft  layer  is  formed  which  goes  through  the  same  stages, 
so  that  there  may  be  several  layers  in  different  stages  of  transformation 
on  the  surface  of  the  dura  mater,  the  innermost  layer  having  the 
characters  described  above. 

This  condition  occurs  chiefly  over  the  convexity  of  the  brain,  and  is 
stated  to  be  mainly  in  the  domain  of  the  middle  meningeal  artery. 
An  acute  suppurative  inflammation  very  rarely  develops  in  connection 
with  the  hsematoma. 

HEMORRHAGE  IN  THE  SOFT  MEMBRANES  is  of  comparatively  trivial 
consequence.  We  have  seen  that  in  the  case  of  rupture  of  aneurisms  of 
the  larger  cerebral  arteries  blood  passes  into  the  subarachnoid  space,  but 
usuallyltor  a  short  distance  only,  the  many  septa  apparently  preventing  the 
extension  of  the  blood,  which  finds  much  freer  access  towards  the  brain. 
There  may  be  hfemorrhage  also  in  consequence  of  injuries,  whether 
accompanied  by  definite  wounds  or  fractures,  or  only  by  violent  shaking 
of  the  brain.  Haemorrhages  have  also  been  observed  in  splenic  fever 
and  ulcerative  endocarditis. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  MEMBEANES. 

The  INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  DURA  MATER  are  not  very  important 
if  we  exclude  the  hemorrhagic  form  described  above.  AcUTE  SUPPUR- 
ATIVE INFLAMMATION  is  always  secondary,  occurring  m  connection  with 
wounds  of  the  head,  disease  of  the  bones,  especially  caries  and  throm- 
bosis of  the  sinuses.  The  dura  mater  is  softened  and  infiltrated  with- 
pus  and  portions  of  it  often  slough. 

Simple  acute  MENiNGiTis.-This  name  is  applied  to  non-specific 
inflammations  of  the  pia-arachnoid.  If  it  be  desired  to  distinguish  it 
from  inflammation  of  the  dura  mater  it  maybe  named  leptomenin- 
riTiS  Some  irritant  obtains  access  to  the  membranes,  and  as  it  is 
carried  by  the  circulating  cerebro-spinal  fluid  the  inflammation  is 
usually  of  a  spreading  character.  The  cases  are  frequently  traumatic 
and  the  irritlnt  is  septic  in  nature;  they  may  be  due  to  ext.. 
Ton  fr  m  disease  of  the  bones,  and  in  these  cases  the  menmgit. 
Zy  b  associated  with  abscess  of  the  brain.  There  are,  however,  ca.. 
rihich  the  disease  has  its  starting  point  m  a  simple  blo^^  with 
Zjlt  tebri  without  any  external  wound,  and  there  are  even 
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some  in  which  no  cause  is  discoverable,  hut  these  form  rare  excep- 
tions. 

In  the  milder  cases  there  may  be  simply  a  serous  exudation  in  the 
subarachnoid  space,  constituting  an  inflammatory  oedema.  But  in  most 
instances  the  case  goes  on  till  pus,  or  pus  with  fibrine,  is  exuded.  The 
first  apijearances  are  visible  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  veins,  in  the 
sulci  between  the  convolutions.  Very  often  there  is  a  white  or 
yellow  band  visible  on  either  side  of  the  vein,  and  this  consists 
of  accumulated  leucocytes,  it  may  be  with  fibrine.  As  the  exuda- 
.  tion  increases  the  veins  become  buried  in  it,  and  the  whole  subarachnoid 
space  becomes  filled.  The  spaces  being  filled  out  the  pia-arachnoid 
forms  a  bulky  solid  layer  which  may  be  separated  from  the  surface  of 
the  brain,  and  form  a  mould  of  the  convolutions  on  its  under  surface. 
The  inflammation  extends  in  some  measure  along  the  perivascular 
spaces  into  the  superficial  parts  of  the  brain  substance.  This  is  im- 
portant in  relation  to  the  symptoms,  which  are  often  those  of  irritation 
of  the  cortex  of  the  brain. 

The  inflammation  usually  begins  in  a  particular  locality,  generally 
some  part  of  the  convexity,  and  here  the  arachnoid  and  the  dura  mater 
'are  sometimes  united  by  fibrinous  exudation.  It  spreads  from  this, 
generally  confining  itself  to  the  convexity,  but  sometimes  it  extends  to 
the  base,  or  to  the  spinal  cord,  or  even  into  the  ventricles. 

Simple  chronic  meningitis  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  is  usually 
secondary.  There  are  thickenings  and  adhesions  of  these  membranes 
in  difi'erent  forms  of  insanity,  in  diseases  of  the  bones,  in  the 
various  scleroses  of  the  cord,  especially  posterior  sclerosis.  It  is  im- 
portant to  remember  that  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  membranes  of 
the  cord  may  be  propagated  from  the  peripheral  nerves  along  their 
sheaths. 

Epidemic  cerebro-spinal  meningitis.— As  the  name  implies,  this 
is  a  disease  which,  like  the  acute  fevers  and  hydrophobia,  depends  on  a 
virus  introduced  into  the  body.  The  morbid  poison  shows  a  special 
affinity  for  the  meninges  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord,  although  other 
organs  are  also  in  a  minor  degree  aff'ected. 

The  soft  membranes  present  evidences  of  acute  inflammation  at  first 
in  the  form  of  serous  exudation  with  few  leucocytes  and  red  corpuscles. 
This  condition  is  only  seen  in  cases  which  have  died  very  early  after 
the  onset  of  the  disease,  and  soon  the  exudation  takes  on  a  purulent 
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character  as  in  simple  meningitis.  The  exudation  is  here  also  in  the 
subarachnoid  space,  and  penetrates  along  the  sheath  of  the  nutritive 
arteries  into  tlie  nervous  tissue  beneath.  There  is  very  seldom  any 
exudation  on  the  surface  of  the  arachnoid,  and  the  dura  mater  hai'dly 
ever  takes  part  in  the  disease.  The  exudation  is  most  marked  in  the 
sulci  between  the  convolutions  of  the  convexity,  in  the  fissure  of  Sylvius, 
on  the  surface  of  the  pons,  and  upper  surface  of  the  cerebellum.  In 
the  spinal  cord  it  is  most  abundant  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  is  almost 
confined  to  the  posterior  surface  where  it  often  surrounds  the  posterior 
roots. 

The  disease  is  fatal  in  over  50  j)er  cent,  of  the  cases,  but 
when  recovery  occurs  it  is  usually  complete.  Sometimes,  however, 
there  is  permanent  damage  to  the  nervous  structures,  as  evidenced  b}- 
deafness,  etc. 

TUBERCULAE  MENINGITIS  (Basal  meningUis,  Hydrocephalus  acutus). — 
This  disease,  as  the  name  implies,  depends  on  the  presence  in  the 
meninges  of  the  tubercular  virus.  In  thejarge  majority  of  cases  the 
disease  is  simply  part  of  a  GENERAL  TUBERCULOSIS,  the  virus  being  in 
the  blood.  There  are  disseminated  tubercles  in  other  organs,  as  the 
lungs,  liver,  kidneys,  but  the  afi'ection  of  the  meninges  produces  such 
pronounced  symptoms  that  it  monopolizes  the  attention  especially  of 
the  clinical  observer.  The  meninges  are  affected  more  frequently  in  the 
general  tuberculosis  of  children  than  in  that  of  adults ;  it  thus  seems  as 
if  the  soft  membranes  in  children  were  more  adapted  to  the  growth  of 
the  virus.  Hence  toater  in  the  head  is  counted  rather  a  disease  of  child- 
ren. But  tubercular  meningitis  is  more  frequent  in  the  adult  than  is 
usually  supposed,  and  many  obscure  head  cases  are  found  post  mortem 
to  be  cases  of  general  tuberculosis  with,  it  may  be,  a  very  limited 
meningitis. 

When  not  connected  mth  general  tuberculosis,  tubercular  meningitis 
is  for  the  most  part  connected  with  solitary  tubercles  in  the  brain, 
although  this  is  by  no  means  a  frequent  ^association. 

The  virus  reaching  the  meninges  by  the  blood,  lodges  in  the  lym])h 
spaces  of  the  membranes,  and  produces  inflammation  and  tubercles  in 
the  walls  of  the  finer  arteries  of  the  pia  mater,  and  in  the  subarachnoid 
space.  These  conditions  are  pecuhariy  localized  in  the  basal  parts  of 
the  brain,  although  extending  sometimes  to  the  lateral  aspects  and  to 
the  spinal  cord.  It  may  be  that  this  is  related  to  the  fact  that  the 
arteries  are  distributed  from  the  base,  or,  more  probably,  that  the 
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cerebro-spinal  fluid  stagnates  here  more  than  elsewhere,  and  allows  of 
the  growth  of  the  virus. 

The  APPEARANCE  OF  THE  BRAIN  on  post-mortem  examination  is 
someAvhat  as  follows.  On  removing  the  dura  mater,  the  cerebral  hemi- 
spheres are  generally  seen  to  be  fuller  than  usual,  and  the  surface  of  the 
arachnoid  is  somewhat  dry  and  glazed.  This  is  due  to  the  pressure 
from  the  ventricles,  which  are  distended  with  fluid,  usually  clear 
serum,  but  sometimes  slightly  turbid  mth  pus.  The  amount  of  fluid  is 
sometimes  very  great,  and  this  prominent  feature  gave  rise  to  the  name 
ACUTE  HYDROCEPHALUS  being  applied  to  this  disease.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  lateral  ventricles,  and  especially  posteriorly,  the  brain  substance 
is  soft  and  almost  diffluent  (white  softening).  On  exposing  the  base  of 
the  brain,  the  appearances  of  inflammation  in  the  membranes  are  to  be 
looked  for.  These  are  often  somewhat  obscure,  and  in  ajDpearance 
trivial.  In  the  slighter  cases  they  consist  merely  of  a  turbidity  or 
opacity  over  the  pons  and  optic  chiasma.  The  subarachnoid  space 
is  occupied  by  a  serous  exudation  with  some  pus,  giving  often  a  greenish 
colour.  But  usually  the  exudation  is  much  more  abundant  and  covers 
the  basal  structures,  extending  to  the  surface  of  the  cerebellum,  and 
up  the  fissure  of  Sylvius,  where  it  often  reaches  the  lateral  aspects 
of  the  hemisiDheres.  The  concentration  of  the  exudation  at  the  base  is 
of  great  importance,  and  the  covering-in  of  the  optic  chiasma  is  often 
the  most  direct  and  sometimes  the  only  prominent  sign  of  the  existence 
of  the  disease. 

The  evidences  of  inflammation  are  much  more  prominent  to  the 
naked  eye  than  the  tubercles.  These  are  often  only  distinctly  visible 
on  microscopic  examination,  as  they  are  so  much  buried  in  the  exuda- 
tion and  attached  to  such  small  arteries.  On  opening  up  the 
fissure  of  Sylvius,  however,  where  the  exudation  generally  glues  the 
opposed  surfaces  of  the  brain  together,  it  is  usually  possible  to  see  the 
Httle  white  tubercles,  often  no  larger  than  pin's  heads.  If  a  piece 
of  the  soft  membrane  be  removed,  however,  even  from  a  part  where  the 
exudation  is  very  abundant,  and  examined  with  a  low  power  under  the 
microscope,  the  tubercles  are  readily  seen  as  spindle-shaped  prominences 
on  the  small  arteries  (see  Fig.  221).  These  are  seated  in  the  adventitia, 
and  are  often  somewhat  ill-defined  at  their  periphery  on  account  of  the 
inflammatory  exudation. 

The  exudation,  and  perhaps  the  tubercles  also,  extend  along  the 
sheaths  of  the  nutritive  vessels  into  the  substance  of  the  brain  and 
spmal  cord,  as  well  as  into  the  cerebral  nerves.    The  superficial  parts  of 
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the  brain  substance  in  particular  are  hyperajmic,  and  not  infrequently 
the  seat  of  small  hEemorrhages. 

Tlic  dropsy  of  the  ventricles,  which  is  such  a  prominent  feature 
in  this  disease,  will  be  considered  afterwards  in  the  section  on  hydro- 


cephalus.  The  -h.tb  so™.HO  of  the  P^t.  ^^^^'^^^^^^ 
has  riven  rise  to  some  discussion  as  to  its  cause,  ii  lu  'j 
thTdeeply  into  the  brain  substance,  involving  fornix,  septum  luc 
C  c<:"s  callosum,  and  even  the  thalamus  »P--  ' J 
s.ia;um,  U  it  is  —  so  ^^^^^^Z:^. 

IbsenT :r:;:ptonis' tht  rrxtreme  softening  does  not  exist  chnii. 
«      Probably  the  fluid  in  the  ventricles  macerates  and  loosens  ou  th 

u -ho— %:r^:t:':^ 

TZ^Z^^^^^y  ^^l"-  ...^d  gravitates,  namely,  in 
rZin  substance  around  the  posterior  parts  of  the  ventricle. 
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ACCUMULATION  OF  THE  CEREBRO-SPINAL  FLUID  IN 
THE  MEMBRANES  AND  CAVITIES. 

It  has  been  already  pointed  out  that  the  subarachnoid  space,  with 
the  A^entricles  and  central  canal  of  the  spinal  cord,  form  a  single 
system  of  lymph  spaces  which  intercommunicate.  The  lymph  in  these 
spaces  may  accumulate,  and  so  lead  to  various  forms  of  oedema  and 
dropsy  of  the  brain.  In  this  connection  it  is  important  to  remember 
that  the  skull  is  a  closed  cavity,  and  any  increase  in  the  fluid  in  these 
spaces  implies  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  blood  in  the  vessels  or 
of  the  brain  substance  itself. 

There  may  be  a  general  cedema  of  the  membranes  and  spaces, 
perhaps  including  the  perivascular  spaces  in  the  brain  substance.  This 
may  take  place  in  Bright's  disease,  and  may  occur  along  with  an  oedema 
of  other  parts,  or  develop  in  a  more  isolated  manner.  The  pressure 
of  the  fluid  in  this  case  has  been  supposed  by  some  to  be  the  cause 
of  the  symptoms  usually  called  ursemic. 

Then  there  is  an  cedema  ,EX  VACUO.  When  the  brain  shrinks,  as  we 
have  seen  in  general  paralysls,  or  when  it  undergoes  a  more  simple 
atrophy  as  in  senile  atrophy,  there  is  a  serious  loss  of  substance. 
The  latter  condition  may  be  extreme  in  very  old  persons,  although  the 
brain  does  not  usually  atrophy  in  proportion  to  other  tissues.  The  loss 
of  substance  thus  produced  must  be  compensated,  and  there  are  two 
ways  in  which  this  may  be  done,  the  one  is  by  thickening  of  the 
cranium  and  the  other  by  augmentation  of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid. 
Thickening  of  the  cranium  takes  place  only  to  a  limited  extent,  and 
the  space  is  chiefly  filled  up  by  fluid.  The  ventricles  dilate  greatly 
(hydrocephalus),  and  the  subarachnoid  space  is  highly  ojdematous.  It  is 
to  be  particularly  observed  that  there  is  seldom  any  excess  of  fluid  in 
the  subdural  space,  but  that  the  soft  membranes,  especially  between 
the  atroi^hied  convolutions,  are  highly  oedematous. 

Hydrocephalus.— This  name  is  applied  to  dropsy  of  the  ventricles 
of  the  brain,  and  we  have  now  to  consider  the  condition  as  it  occurs 
apart  from  oedema  of  the  meml?ranes.  More  strictly,  dropsy  of  the 
ventricles  is  hydrocephalus  internus,  while  a  massive  collection  of  fluid 
externally  is  hydrocephalus  externus.  But  ,as  the  latter  hardly  occurs 
except  as  an  cedema,  the  name  hydrocephalus  is  usually  limited  to  the 
former.  In  a  similar  sense  the  term  hydrorhachis  is  used  for  the  spinal 
cord,  hydrorhachis  interna  being  a  dropsy  of  the  central  canal  and  hydro- 
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rhachis  externa  a  dropsical  accumulation  in  the  subarachnoid  space- 
We  shall  consider  first  some  of  the  more  easily  explainable  cases  (ji 
hydrocephalus. 

Acquired  hydrocephalus.— Apart  from  the  form  ex  vacuo,  hydr-. 
cephalus  as  met  with  in  the  adult  is  mostly  related  to  a  definite 
disturbance  of  the  circulation  in  the  brain.    The  ventricles  are  sup- 
plied with  fluid  chiefly  through  the  choroid  plexus,  and  any  obstruction 
to  the  veins  here  is  Hable  to  lead,  on  principles  already  considered,  to  an 
excessive  exudation.    It  seems  also  as  if  the  choroid  plexus,  with  its 
viUi,  acted  as  a  drain  to  the  ventricles,  the  fluid  passing  into  its  lymph 
spaces,  and  so  either  into  the  veins  or  outwards  to  the  subarachnoi.l 
space.    If  the  veins  are  obstructed  they  can  no  longer  aid  in  absorption, 
but  on  the  contrary  their  obstruction  causes,  as  we  have  just  seen, 
excessive  transudation  from  the  capillaries.     Again,  if  the  lymphatic 
vessels  and  spaces  are  filled  up,  this  will  interfere  with  the  absoq.tiuu, 
so  that  dropsy  may  arise  in  this  way.    We  have  therefore  two  classes 
of  cases,  one  in  which  the  veins,  and  another  in  which  the  lymph  spaces 

are  obstructed.  .  ^  . 

The  veius  of  the  choroid  plexus  gather  themselves  into  the  gi  eat 
VEINS  OF  Galen,  which  pass  outwards  between  the  corpus  callosum 
and  corpora  quadrigemina  to  open  into  the  straight  sinuses    In  cases  o 
obstruction  of  these  veins  there  may  be  a  rapid  accumulation  of  flu  d 
in  the  ventricles,  and  death  may  even  result  from  the  sudden  increase 
of  intracranial  pressure.    These  veins  may  be  obstructed  by  press., 
from  without,  especially  by  tumours  of  the  cerebellum,  or  by  thrond. 
occpying  their  calibre.    In  most  cases  the  thrombus  originates  m  he 
lu  es,  Tnd  grows  into  the  veins  of  Galen  but  Newman  has  reco  de  l 
a  case  in  which  these  veins  alone  seemed  to  be  the  seat  of  th.om- 

^°'in  TDBEECULAE  MENINGITIS  hydrocephalus  is  nearly  oo'^^t^'^'.  " 
it  is  raLer  difficult  of  explanation.    Tubercles  are  generally  found  on 
l^vtsels  of  the  choroid  plexus,  but  «^-xudation  in  the  — 
rarely  inflammatory  in  character,  consisting    f  a  dear  P^l»"^ 

..lesiusti^^^^^^^^^^^ 
lymph  spaces,  it  is  liable  to  cau-,«  i  is  the  more 

pass  through  the  comparatively  ^^^^^.^''''^^  that  the 

likely  to  produce  hypera^mia  and  exudation  from  the 
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arteries  reach  the  plexus  by  a  different  route,  and  are  not  so  liable  to 
be  pressed  on. 

Chronic  hydrocephalus.— This  name  is  given  to  a  condition  which 
is  very  frequently  CONGENITAL ;  if  not  congenital,  it  sets  in  at  an  early 
period  after  birth.  The  explanation  of  the  enormous  accumulation  of 
fluid  which  occurs  here  is  very  obscure.  As  a  rule,  no  mechanical  cause 
is  discoverable  obstructing  the  venous  circulation,  although  there  are 
cases  of  solitary  tubercle  obstructing  veins  in  children  and  producing 
what  is  really  an  acquired  hydrocephalus.  It  is  said  that  chronic 
hydrocephalus  often  goes  along  with  rickets,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  as  a  rickety  skull  is  more  yielding  than  a  normal  one,  too  little 
pressure  is  exercised  on  the  brain,  and  the  accumulation  of  fluid  is 
allowed.  This  is  not,  however,  a  sufiicient  explanation,  especially  of 
the  severe  congenital  cases.  The  probabihty  is  that  the  disease  depends 
on  a  congenital  defect  in  the  apparatus  for  the  secretion  and  absorption 
of  the  cerebro-spinal  fluid. 

The  dropsy  afi'ects  mainly  the  lateral  ventricles,  but  may  extend  to 
the  others.   Sometimes  the  ventricle  of  the  septum  lucidum  is  obviously 
distended  as  it  lies  between  the  two  lateral  ventricles.    The  convolutions 
are  flattened  out,  and  as  the  accumulation  increases  they  may  be  completely 
unfolded,  the  brain  forming  a  smooth  globe  over  the  greatly  distended 
ventricles;    If  the  disease  has  begun  early  in  foetal  life,  the  brain  may 
be  deficient  in  some  of  its  parts.    The  distension  may  be  so  great  as  to 
cause  thinning  of  the  covering  brain  substance  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
leaving  little  between  the  pia  mater  and  the  fluid.    The  surface  of  the 
ventricles  (ependyma)  is  usually  somewhat  thickened,  giving  a  kind  of 
leathery  membranous  lining  to  the  cavity.    In  this  respect  the  condition 
diff-ers  markedly  from  that  in  acute  hydrocephalus,  although  in  the  chronic 
form  there  may  be  considerable  softening  of  the  brain  substance  outside 
the  ependyma.    In  some  very  rare  cases  the  corpus  callosum  and  its 
pia-arachnoid  have  given  way,  the  fluid  coming  thus  to  the  surface  and 
filhng  the  cavity  of  the  dura  mater.    In  that  case  the  hemispheres  are 
folded  aside,  and  the  central  parts  of  the  brain  are  exposed,  the  brain 
bemg  as  a  whole  pressed  down  towards  the  base. 

•  With  this  great  enlargement  of  the  ventricles  the  head  is  greatly 
enlarged  and_  as  the  bones  are  more  yielding  in  some  parts  than  others 
an  alteration  m  shape  occurs.  The  f ontaneUes  and  sutures  are  enlaro-ed 
and  their  closure  greatly  delayed.  The  frontal  bone  is  pushed  f orwtrd 
so  that  the  forehead  rises  perpendicularly,  or  overhangs  the  eyebrows; 
the  panetals  bulge  laterally,  and  the  occipital  bones  are  pushed  back^ 
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wards.  Tho  head  in  this  way  becomes  greatly  increased  in  circumference, 
while  it  is  usually  much  flattened  at  the  vertex.  The  bones  of  the  face, 
even  though  they  are  of  normal  size,  look  dwarfed  beside  the  enlarged 
cranium,  and  have  a  pinched  look.  The  eyeballs  are  rendered  pr(,- 
minent  by  the  pressure  on  the  roof  of  the  orbit,  and  enlarged  vems  are 
Kenen 

dly  seen  beneath  tho  thin  skin  of  the  head.  _ 
Although  there  is  this  great  thinning  of  the  brain  substance,  it  i- 
remarkable  how  the  functions  may  be  retained.    A  child  in  this  con<li 
tion  may  remain  very  intelhgent,  and  when  recovery  occurs  may  pass 
through  life  with  no  permanent  defect  in  the  functions  of  the  bram. 
The  yielding  of  the  skull  seems  to  prevent  any  such  excess  of  pressui  (; 
as  to  seriously  damage  the  brain,  which  has  a  remarkable  power  of  ac- 
commodating itself  to  alterations  in  position  of  its  parts.    If  recovery 
takes  place,  the  skull  to  some  extent  collapses,  the  fontanelles  and 
sutures  close,  often  with  the  formation  of  additional  centres  of  ossiftc..- 
tion  forming  Wormian  bones  in  the  sutures.    But  the  f ontanelles  a,  ,, 
late'in  closing,  and  the  cranium  retains  somewhat  of  the  hydrocephalic 
shape  during  life. 

HYDRENCEPHALOCELE.-This  condition  is  somewhat  aUied  to  hyd.  u- 
cephalus.  There  is  here,  however,  a  congenita  defect  m  the  cran.al 
bones,  and  the  sac  of  fluid  protrudes  externally  It  may  be  only  tl.e 
lembranes  that  protrude  in  the  form  of  a  sac  filled  w.th  fluid  (menu. 
gocele),  or  there  may  be  also  a  layer  of  brain  substance,  ^onre.mes  tl 
Lernal  sac  becomes  separated  from  the  structures  mside  and  to  m. 
independent  sac.  The  usual  situations  of  these  tumours  are  the  loot  of 
the  nose,  the  occipital  region,  and  (more  rarely)  the  sagittal  sutuie. 

Spina  BiFiDA.-This  condition  is  associated  with  or  depends  on 
hydro^hachis,  but  there  is  hr  addition  a  congenital  defect 
column,  by  reason  of  which  a  sac  containing  cerebro-spinal  fluid  i.  pio 

^'externally.    It  thus  forms  a  rounded  tumour  -  the ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  the  back,  situated,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  m  the  lumbal 
lumbo-sacral  region,  but  occasionally  at  other  level. 

The  spina  bifida  seems  to  have  its  origm  m  a  foetal  ^^^^^0^^^  , 
The  cerebro-spinal  fluid  accumulates  either  in  the  central  canal  oi  n  the 
iiie  cereoro  bpi  V  motrusion  of  the  dropsical  structures  from 

subarachnoid  ^P^j^^^^^^^^^^^  ,e  stated  here  that  a  hydro- 

the  spmal  canal  ^akes  place     it  ^^  .^^^^^^^  ^^^.^^ 
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distinct  cysts,  or  the  subarachnoid  space  Ijeing  in  a  dropsical  con- 
dition. 

When  spina  bifida  arises  from  a  hydrorhachis  interna,  the  spinal  cord 
is  nsually  split  posteriorly,  so  that  the  central  canal  is  laid  open  and 
communicates  with  the  surface  of  the  cord.  Sometimes  instead  of  this 
there  is  great  thinning  of  the  cord  which  is  spread  over  the  dropsical 
'cavity.  The  protruded  sac  in  the  case  of  hydrorhachis  interna  will 
consist  of  the  pia-arachnoid  and  the  dura  mater.  In  the  other  form, 
when  the  origin  is  in  hydrorhachis  externa,  the  pia  mater  will  be 
absent  from  the  sac.  But  the  mem- 
branes are  often  so  matted  as  to  be 
unrecognizable,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  dura  mater  is  often  thinned  and 
perforated. 

The  sac  is  generally  protruded 
through  the  deficient  arches  of  the 
vertebrte.  But  the  arches,  although 
completely  formed,  may  not  have 
united  posteriorly,  and  there  are  even 
cases  in  which  the  protrusion  is  through 
the  space  between  two  arches.  Out- 
side the  vertebrae  the  sac  acquires  a 
covering  of  skin,  which  is  sometimes 
considerably  thinned  so  that  rupture 
may  occur.  The  external  tumour  is 
usually  sessile,  in  which  case  it  com- 
municates by  a  rather  large  aperture 
with  the  spinal  canal.  In  other  cases 
there  is  a  narrow  neck,  and  the  tumour 
may  be  pendulous. 

The  CONDITION  OF  THE  CORD  is  of 

great  importance  in  these  cases.  When 
'the  protrusion  is  in  the  sacral  rea:ion, 
the  filum  terminale  is  often  attached 
inside  the  sac  giving  it  a  central  dimp- 
ling externally,  and  the  spinal  cord  ex- 
tends down  into  the  sacrum  as  at  the 
earlier  months  of  foetal  life,  as  if  held  down  by  its  attachment  externally 
When  dropsy  of  the  central  canal  has  been  the  primary  condition  we 
have  already  seen  that  the  cord  is  usually  split,  but  it  may  be  largely 


Pig.  222.— Section  of  a  spina  bifida  of 
the  lumbar  region,  a,  b,  cutis  and  sub- 
cutaneous tissue ;  c,  fascia ;  d,  spinous 
processes ;  c,  dura  mater,  which  passes 
into  sac  and  becomes  attached  to  the  skin 
ate';  /,  arachnoid,  wliich  passes  into  sac 
forming  its  internal  lining  ;  g,  spinal  cord, 
which  also  enters  the  sac  and  becomes  at- 
tached to  the  skin  gi,  where  it  had  a  small 
opening  ;  the  attachment  forms  a  dimple 
in  the  sac ;  n,  n,  spinal  nerves  which  pass 
from  the  cord  round  to  the  anterior  aspect 
of  the  sac  so  as  to  reacli  their  normal  places 
of  issue  from  the  spinal  canal.   (Vikchow  ) 
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destroyed  for  some  distance.  WTiatever  the  origin  of  the  dropsy,  the 
spinal  cord  is  usually  carried  to  some  extent  into  the  sac  (Fig.  222),  l)eing 
apparently  dragged  inwards,  either  entirely  or  in  some  of  its  stiunds. 
The  cord  is  mostly  in  that  case  firmly  united  to  the  wall  of  the  sac. 
The  nerves  may  issue  from  the  cord  within  the  sac,  and  in  the  case 
where  the  filum  terminale  is  in  the  sac,  the  sacral  nerves  traverse  the 
sac  before  passing  to  the  intervertebral  foramina. 


TUMOUES  or  THE  MENINGES. 

Tumours  of  the  membranes  of  the  brain  are  of  importance  especiall}'' 
when  they  press  on  the  brain  inside  or  on  the  nerves  as  they  issue  from 
the  skull.    They  are  of  considerable  variety. 

FiBROMAS  have  been  found  arising  from  the  dura  mater  both  of  the 
brain  and  of  the  spinal  cord.    In  the  latter  case  they  are  liable  to  press 
on  the  cord  and  may  even  interrupt  it.    In  a  case  observed  by  the 
author  a  hard  fibroma  the  size  of  a  marble  produced  serious  mischief 
by  pressing  on  the  cervical  cord.    The  chondroma  has  occasionally 
been  observed,  especially  in  the  dura  mater  of  the  cord.    In  a  dog 
observed  by  the  author,  paraplegia  was  produced  by  such  a  tumour  in 
the  dorsal  region.    The  LIPOMA  is  a  very  rare  form  of  tumour  in 
the  meninges;  that  already  mentioned  on  the  surface  of  the  corpus 
callosum  (p.  185)  probably  originated  in  the  pia  mater.  The  psammoma 
occurs  not  infrequently  in  the  dura  mater,  where  it  forms  a  rounded 
growth  on  its  internal  surface ;  sometimes  it  is  multiple.    The  tumour 
is  usually  small,  but  may  be  as  large  as  a  walnut,  and  its  surface 
is  rough  and  tuberculated.    This  form  of  tumour  is  sometimes  classified 
among  the  sarcomas,  the  calcareous  particles  being  regarded  as  of 
insufficient  importance  to  give  the  name  to  the  tumour;  but  the 
structure,  apart  from  the  lime  deposits,  is  often  that  rather  of  a  fibroma. 
The  psammoma  also  occurs  as  a  small  soft  tumour  in  the  choroid  plexus 
and  in  the  pineal  gland.    In  the  latter  case  there  may  be  a  tumour 
of  considerable  size,  whose  structure  is  like  that  of  the  normal  gland, 
and  so  the  condition  is  sometimes  designated  hyperplasia  of  the 
PINEAL  GLAND.    The  OSTEOMA  hardly  occurs  in  the  membranes  as 
a  distinct  tumour,  but  it  is  common  to  find  fiat  pieces  of  bone  in 
the  dura  mater,  especially  in  the  falx  and  tentorium,  and  even  m  the 

arachnoid.  .  , 

The  PACCHIONIAN  BODIES  sometimes  give  origm  to  tumours  whicn 
may  grow  to  considerable  dimensions.    These  bodies  consist  of  papdla^ 
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which  spring  from  the  araclinoid  and  project  in  various  directions ;  some 
of  them  present  towards  the  skull,  where,  after  thinning  the  dura  mater 
thex  cause  pits ;  others  project  into  the  longitudinal  sinus.  Cleland  has 
described  two  tumours  of  a  papillary  character  which  grew  from  the 
dura  mater  and  pressed  on  the  brain  substance.  Although  one  of  these 
was^  situated  in  the  falx,  which  does  not  normally  present  pacchionian 
bodies,  yet  the  structure  of  the  tumours  conformed  to  that  of  these 
bodies.  In  that  on  the  falx  there  were  calcareous  masses  like  those 
which  characterize  the  psammoma.  The  tumours  measured  respectively 
two  inches  and  one  and  a-half  in  diameter. 

Sarcomas   are  exceedingly  important  tumours,  especially  those 
of  the  dura  mater.    Most  of  these  tumours  are  soft  in  consistence  and 
contain  chiefly  round  cells.    Sometimes  there  is  a  distinct  alveolar 
structure,  and  the  cells  have  a  distinct  resemblance  to  epithelium, 
so  that  the  tumours  have  been  often  described  as  cancers.    There  are 
even  tumours  remarkably  like  epitheliomas  sometimes  observed  in 
the  dura  mater,  but  they  are  probably  to  be  regarded  rather  as 
endothehomas.    The  sarcomas  generally  present  great  malignancy.  On 
the  one  hand  they  extend  and  involve  neighbouring  parts  of  the  dura 
mater  as  Avell  as  the  soft  membranes  and  the  brain ;  and  on  the  other 
hand  they  press  outwards  to  the  skull,  and  may,  after  destroying 
the  bone,  work  through  to  the  external  surface.    These  tumours  have 
mostly  their  seat  at  the  base  of  the  skull  and  often  lead  to  serious 
nervous  lesions.    They  may  involve  directly  such  structures  as  the 
pons  or  medulla  oblongata,  the  sarcomatous  tissue  growing  into  and 
replacing  the  proper  structure ;  they  also  grow  into  the  cranial  nerves 
By  involving  the  bone  and  enlarging  it,  they  may  impinge  on  the 
foramina  by  which  the  nerves  take  exit.    As  they  are  seated  usually 
at  the  base,  they  generally  when  they  work  through  the  skull  present 
at  the  pharynx  or  nares. 

Of  the  remaining  tumours,  the  syphilitic  have  been  already 
considered  (p.  469).  Tubercular  growths  hardly  ever  occur  except 
by  propagation  from  disease  of  the  vertebrae.  Dermoid  cysts  of  the 
dura  mater  have  been  observed  in  a  few  cases. 

_  The  ECHiNOCoccus  sometimes  develops  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
spinal  canal,  m  the  muscles  or  in  the  ve.rtebr..    By^nlargin^it  inay 

th?co.r  ur^''  ^t^^^^  ''''  andtomplZg 
mater     A  /  ^''^  ^^^^       ''''  ^^^^^^^  dnvl 

b^n  desctbtd"  "-^^^  W: 
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A.— THE  AIR  PASSAGES. 

WE  have  here  to  study  the  diseases  of  the  nasal  passages,  the 
larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi.  As  these  parts  have  much  that 
is  common  in  structure,  their  lesions  have  much  similarity.  This  applies 
especially  to  the  larynx,  trachea,  and  bronchi,  which  are  of  essentiall}- 
similar  structure. 


THE  NASAL  PASSAGES. 

Congenital  malformations. — Such  deformities  as  absence  of  the 
nose  and  its  cavities,  stenosis,  and  so  on,  are  usually  parts  of  a  general 
malformation,  and  are  not  of  importance  in  a  practical  aspect.    In  clefts 
of  the  lip  and  palate,  the  nasal  cavities  are  in  communication  to 
a  greater  or  less  extent  with  the  mouth.    This  communication  renders 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares  liable  to  inflammation.  Normally, 
the  nasal  passages  are  protected  against  any  irritation  except  that 
of  the  air  passing  through  them,  and  the  mucous  membrane  is  corres- 
pondingly sensitive.    We  know  how  the  accidental  passage  of  a  piece  of 
solid  food  into  the  nares  causes  great  irritation,  and  we  shall  afterwards 
see  that  the  existence  of  a  foreign  body  in  the  nares  is  a  frequent  cause 
of  prolonged  catarrh.    In  cases  of  cleft  palate  the  food  and  secretions  of 
the  mouth  readily  pass  into  the  nares  and,  although  a  certain  tolerance 
may  be  estabhshed,  persons  so  affected  are  peculiarly  hable  to  catarrh  ot 
the  nares. 

Acute  CATARRH.-This  is  by  far  the  commonest  disease  of  the  nai^es, 
being  usually  called  cold  in  the  head.    It  is  an  inflammation  of -the 
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nasal  mucous  membrane,  but  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  be  certain  as 
to  what  the  cause  of  the  inflammation  is.  We  shall  see  as  we  go  on 
that  the  nnicous  membranes  of  the  air  passages  are  much  more  liable 
to  inflammations  than  those  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  we  can  under- 
stand that  an  exposure  to  cold  air  which  would  not  produce  any  catarrh 
of  the  mouth  might  do  so  in  the  nares.  Moreover,  the  fact  that  the 
nares  are  the  nearest  part  of  the  air  passages  to  the  air,  and  are  there- 
fore most  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  cold,  is  an  indication  that  such 
exposure  has  probably  something  to  do  with  it.  But  mere  inhalation 
of  cold  air  is  not  enough  to  produce  catarrh,  as  everyone  who  is  liable 
to  cold  in  the  head  will  admit.  There  must  be,  as  a  predisposing  cause, 
some  peculiar  sensitiveness  of  the  mucous  membrane.  It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  explain  how,  at  one  time,  a  person  is  able  to  brave  any 
amount  of  exposure  without  any  risk  of  catarrh,  while  at  another  time 
a  slight  draught,  or  no  perceptible  exposure  at  all,  Avill  bring  it  od. 
Such  circumstances  as  these,  taken  along  with  the  fact  that  the  catarrh 
has  a  definite  course,  usually  of  a  week's  duration,  has  induced  some  to 
suppose  that  the  disease  is  really  due  to  specific  organisms.  In  this 
view  it  is  necessary  to  suppose  that  these  organisms  are  abundantly 
present  in  the  air,  and  that  they  take,  as  it  were,  "advantage  of  the 
mucous  membrane  when,  at  any  time,  it  is  in  a  specially  predisposed 
state.  This  predisposition  may  be  induced  by  cold  applied  either 
directly  to  the  mucous  membrane  or  to  some  other  part  of  the  body, 
but  other  predisposing  causes  may  exist.  For  instance,  when  a  person 
is  sitting  before  a  warm  fire  the  arteries  of  the  skin  and  mucous  mem- 
branes generally  are  relaxed,  and  there  is  an  active  hypergemia.  At 
such  a  time  a  slight  exposure  to  cold  may  induce  catarrh,  apparently  by 
rendering  the  mucous  membrane  less  able  to  resist.  Much  could  be 
said  in  favour  of  this  view  of  the  causation  of  catarrh  of  the  nares. 
There  is  apparent  confirmation  of  it  in  the  fact  that  nasal  catarrh  is 
known  to  occur  as  the  result  of  irritation  by  know  specific  viruses. 
In  measles  the  catarrh  seems  referrible  to  the  specific  virus.  In 
hay  asthma  the  irritation  of  the  pollen  of  grasses  is  believed  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  catarrh.  Again,  it  is  commonly  stated  that  nasal 
catarrh  is  communicable  from  person  to  person,  and  it  is  hardly  con- 
ceivable that  this  could  occur  unless  the  disease  had,  as  a  part  of  its 
cause,  some  specific  materies  morbi.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  causation 
of  nasal  catarrh  offers  many  difficulties,  and  that  no  very  settled  result 
can  be  stated. 

The  catarrh  begins  with  an  inflammatory  hypertemia  of  the  mucous 
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membrane.    This  may,  of  itself,  load  to  swelling  so  great  as  partially 
to  obstruct  the  passages,  giving  the  feeling  of  a  "  stuffed  nose." 
The  inflammation  soon  passes  on  to  exudation.     This  finds  its  way 
for  the  most  part  to  the  surface,  but  in  'its  passage  it  increases  the 
swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane.    The  exudation  is  the  usual  one  of 
inflammation,  namely  the  blood-plasma  with  leucocytes.    At  first  this 
is  mixed  with  mucus,  but  as  it  increases  in  amount  it  rapidly  assumes 
a  serous  character,  and  we  know  that  a  great  abundance  of  serous  fluid 
may  be  discharged  from  the  nostrils.    As  time  goes  on  the  leucocytes 
increase  in  the  exudation,  and  it  may  assume  a  semi-puralent  character. 
Sometimes  red  corpuscles  are  present,  giving  the  discharge  a  greenish- 
yellow  colour.    As  the  inflammation  passes  off  the  mucous  character  of 
the  exudation  returns  and  the  leucocytes  diminish.  As  a  general  i-ule  the 
mucous  membrane  returns  to  its  normal  condition  as  the  inflammation 
subsides.    Sometimes  a  chronic  catarrh  remains,  but  this  is  seldom  the 
case  unless  there  be  some  permanent  cause  of  irritation  present.    It  is 
to  be  remembered  that  there  are  various  cavities  in  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  nares,  of  which  the  principal  are  the  frontal  sinuses  and 
the  ANTRUM  OF  HiGHMORE,  and  that  these  frequently  take  part  in  the 
acute  catarrh.    It  will  be  observed  that  in  all  stages  of  the  catarrh 
there  is  more  or  less  sweUing  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  that  this 
leads  to  the  obstruction  of  the  passages  which  is  such  a  marked  symptom. 
This  swelling  is  temporary  in  the  acute  disease,  but  in  chronic  catarrh 
it  is  apt  to  give  way  to  a  more  permanent  thickening. 

Chronic  Nasal  Catarrh.— There  is  thickening  of  the  mucous 
membrane  and  continuous  exudation  which  is  usually  more  or  less 
purulent  and  may  be  strongly  decomposing.  In  these  cases  there  is 
nearly  always  a  permanent  source  of  irritation.  It  may  be  a  foreign 
body  in  the  nose,  and  this  is  always  to  be  suspected,  especially  in 
children,  when  the  one  nostril  is  concerned.  It  is  frequently  a  scro- 
fulous (tubercular)  or  syphihtic  manifestation,  but  in  both  of  these 
conditions  it  is  frequently  associated  vnth  deeper  lesions. 

Chronic  catarrh  frequently  leads  to  ulceration  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. In  ordinary  cases  the  ulcers  are  superficial,  and  when  the  cause 
is  removed  (as  a  foreign  body)  then  the- ulcers  heal  rapidly.  In 
scrofulous  and  syphilitic  cases  the  ulceration  very  often  extends.  It 
passes  down  through  the  mucous  membrane  to  perichondnum  or  peri- 
osteum, and  we  are  apt  to  have  necrosis  or  caries  as  the  result.  In  this 
way  there  may  be  considerable  alteration  of  the  nasal  passages,  abnor- 
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mal  communications  with  the  mouth,  falling  in  of  the  nose  and  so  on. 
^^^lon  the  bones  are  affected  the  discharge  from  them  is  added  to  that 
from  the  mucous  membrane,  and  it  is  in  such  cases  that  a  strong  odour 
of  decomposition  is  frequently  developed  (oz^na).  With  or  without 
ulceration  we  commonly  find  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane  from 
the  usual  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  in  chronic  inflammation. 
In  this  way  the  nares  are  considerably  obstructed.  The  finer  ramifica- 
tions of  the  olfactory  nerve  are  injured  by  these  tissue  changes,  and 
thus  a  chronic  catarrh,  even  if  recovered  from,  often  leaves  behind  loss 
or  imjDairment  of  the  sense  of  smell. 

Tumours. — The  most  frequent  tumours  of  the  nares  are  the 
Mucous  Polypi.  Like  other  mucous  polypi  they  occur  very  commonly 
as  a  result  of  chronic  catarrh,  but  they  appear  occasionally  without  any 
such  cause.  They  are  usually  in  the  form  of  rounded  projections 
having  a  comparatively  narrow  base  or  neck,  the  growth  becoming 
more  pedunculated  as  it  enlarges.  They  often  produce  much  obstruc- 
tion of  the  passages.  In  structure  some  of  them  present  simply  the 
constituents  of  the  inflamed  mucous  membrane,  connective  tissue  with 
rather  wide  serous  spaces,  and  covered  with  cylindrical  ciliated  epi- 
thelium. (If  the  epithelium  be  examined  in  fluid  immediately  after  re- 
moval, the  ciliary  motion  will  be  seen.)  The  connective  tissue'  is  usually 
so  infiltrated  ^vith  serous  fluid  as  to  give  an  oedematous  appearance  to 
the  polypus,  and  sometimes  a  more  definite  cystic  formation  occurs.  In 
some  cases  there  is  in  the  tumour  great  new-formation  of  mucous  gland 
tissue,  so  that  the  growth  is  truly  a  MUCOUS  ADENOMA.  In  such  tum- 
ours again  cysts  may  arise  from  dilatation  of  the  glands  with  mucus. 
In  the  other  form  also  cystic  formation  may  occur  from  dilatation  of 
normal  glands  contained  in  the  tumour..  The  polypi  are  not  infre- 
quently multiple.  Papillomata  occur  in  the  nares,  and  may  be  of 
considerable  size. 

Other  tumours  are  not  common  in  the  nares,  but  fibromas  and 
sarcomas,  originating  mostly  in  the  periosteum  or  perichondrium,  may 
produce  serious  obstruction  and  deformities  of  the  nasal  structures. 
The  sarcomas  especially  often  dislocate  the  nasal  bones,  and  involve  the 
neighbouring  structures  in  their  substance.  In  this  way  they  sometimes 
penetrate  into  the  antrum,  or  involve  the  hard  palate  and  alveoli. 
Cancers  rarely  occur  in  the  nares  as  primary  tumours,  but  may  involve 
them  by  extension  from  neighbouring  parts. 
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THE  LARYNX  AND  TRACHEA. 

There  are  many  disadvantages  in  dividing  the  subject  of  diseases 
of  the  respiratory  passages,  especially  in  separating  the  lesions  of  the 
bronchi  from  those  of  the  trachea,  because  they  are  so  often  continuous. 
But  the  points  in  favour  of  such  a  division  counterbalance  its  dis- 
advantages, it  being  understood  that  the  respective  inflammatory  con- 
ditions especially  run  into  one  anothei-. 

Malformations. — Entire  absence  of  the  larynx  and  trachea  occurs 
only  in  acephalic  monsters  which  are  incapable  of  living.    There  are, 
further,  cases  of  COMMUNICATION  between  the  trachea  and  (eso- 
phagus ;  generally  in  these  cases  the  pharynx  ends  in  a  cul-de-sac  and 
the  oesophagus  opens  into  the  trachea.    Then  we  meet  vnth.  cases  of 
imperfect  closure  of  the  original  branchial  arches.    All  that 
remains  is  usually  a  slight  fissure  in  the  skin,  leading  into  a  fistula 
which  has  mostly  a  blind  end,  but  sometimes  opens  by  a  small  aperture 
into  the  pharynx  or  trachea.    The  aperture  in  the  neck  is  small  and  is 
situated  about  an  inch  above  the  sterno-clavicular  articulation,  usually 
on  one  or  both  sides,  more  rarely  in  the  middle  line.    The  aperture 
is  usually  slightly  elevated,  and  sometimes  it  yields  a  drop  of  fluid. 
Ao-ain,  individual  cartilages,  as  the  epiglottis,  or  one  or  more  of  the 
rings  of  the  trachea  may  be  ABSENT,  or  there  may  be  one  or  more  rings 
sup^ernumerary.    The  trachea  may  divide  into  three  main  bronchi  m-  ' 
stead  of  two,  and  in  that  case  two  stems  pass  to  the  right  lung  and  one 
to  the  left.    Occasionally  the  larynx  is  congenitally  narrow,  or  it 
may  fail  to  undergo  the  usual  changes  at  puberty,  especially  in  cases 
of  castration  before  puberty  or  of  non-descent  of  the  testes.    Lastly, . 
the  trachea  has  been  observed  to  the  left  of  the  oesophagus  or  even 
behind  it. 

Croup  and  Diphtheria.— It  is  well  known  that  much  has  been 
written  on  the  question  whether  these  two  diseases  are  identical  or 
not  Without  in  the  meantime  entering  on  that  subject,  it  may  be  said 
that  in  using  the  terms  here  it  is  intended  to  refer  to  the  conditions 
which  are  designated  clinically  as  croup  and  diphtheria,  and_  that  the 
distinction  sometimes  made  between  croupous  and  diphtheritic  inflam- 
mation is  not  made  use  of.  ■,    w  Ji    •  f  „f^^,.,c 

In  diphtheria  we  have  a  disease  which  is  undoubtedly  mfectious, 
its  communicability  from  person  to  person  being  associated  with 
the  fact  that  it  depends  on  the  existence   of  micrococci  m  the 
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mucous  membrane.  These  organisms  have  been  found  not  only  in  the 
mucous  membrane,  but,  having  penetrated  into  the  blood,  they  have 
been  observed  in  the  blood-vessels  and  tubules  of  the  kidneys.  The 
organism  is  one  of  comparatively  large  size,  and  appears  to  be  of  an 
alHed  form  to  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  decomposing  animal  juices. 
It  occurs  in  the  form  of  multitudes  of  minute  globular  bacteria  aggregated 
into  colonies,  and  capable  of  self -propagation  in  the  tissues.  Now  this 
organism  either  in  itself  or  by  its  products  is  an  irritant  to  mucous 
membranes,  and  produces  violent  inflammations. 

The  inflammations  dilfer  somewhat  in  the  fauces  and  nares  on  the 
one  hand  and  the  larynx  and  trachea  on  the  other.  In  both  cases  a 
catarrh  is  the  first  sign  of  inflammation.  The  mucous  membrane  is 
hypersemic,  and  there  is  increased  mucous  secretion.  In  the  case  of  the 
rAUCES  AND  NARES  this  is  succeeded  by  the  formation  of  a  false  mem- 
brane, which  does  not  lie  free  on  the  surface  but  involves  the  superficial 
layers  of  the  mucous  membrane  as  well.  The  irritant  in  fact  has 
caused  a  partial  necrosis  of  the  mucous  membrane  which  by  and  by 
sloughs  and  leaves  an  ulcer.  The  necrosis  here  may  be  regarded  as  an 
instance  of  coagulation-necrosis,  the  dead  tissue  undergoing  the  change 
already  described  and  becoming  converted  into  something  like  a  fibrin- 
ous clot.  It  is  probable  that  along  with  the  coagulated  tissue  there  is 
actually  fibrine  produced  in  the  usual  way  in  the  meshes  of  the  tissue. 
The  false  membrane  is  therefore  composed  of  fibrine  and  necrosed  and 
coagulated  mucous  membrane.  When  the  slough  separates  or  is 
removed  there  is  apt  to  be  a  second  formation  of  false  membrane. 

While  this  is  the  process  in  the  fauces  and  nares,  that  in  the  larynx 
AND  trachea  is  a  somewhat  difi"erent  one.  The  disease  usually  begins 
in  the  former  structures,  its  most  frequent  primary  seat  being  the 
fauces,  whence  it  occasionally  extends  into  the  nares,  and  more  fre- 
quently into  the  pharynx  and  larynx.  In  the  larynx,  after  the  catarrhal 
stage,  there  is  also  the  production  of  a  false  membrane,  but  this  does 
not  adhere  to  the  mucous  membrane,  nor  is  there  usually  any  necrosis. 
The  false  membrane  is  a  whitish  layer  which  is  loosely  connected  with 
the  mucous  membrane  and  is  readily  raised  by  the  accumulation  of 
mucus  under  it.  There  are  undovibted  inflammatory  changes  in  the 
mucous  membrane  in  the  form  of  infiltration  with  round  cells,  but  the 
only  actual  loss  of  substance  is  the  shedding  of  the  epithelium  of  the 
surface.  The  epithelium  always  undergoes  necrosis  before  the  forma- 
tion of  the  false  membrane. 

Diflferences  of  opinion  exist  as  to  the  nature  of  this  false  membrane 
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the  larynx  and  trachea.  By  Wagner  it  has  been  asserted  that  it  arises 
from  the  epithelium,  being  the  product  of  what  may  be  regarded  as  a 
coagulation  necrosis  of  it.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  epithelium 
may  undergo  this  process,  but  it  does  not  seem  possible  that  this  can  be 
the  source  of  the  whole  membrane.  We  know  that  the  membrane  is 
often  removed  and  reproduced,  and  that  it  may  be  produced  in  such 
quantity  as  to  fill  up  the  larynx  completely.  The  thin  layer  of  epithe- 
lium is  quite  inadequate  to  such  a  result,  and  we  must  believe  that 
fibrine  is  actually  deposited  on  the  inflamed  surface.  The  removal  of 
the  epithelium  leaves  the  surface  incapable  of  preventing  the  disintegra- 
tion of  the  leucocytes.  The  false  membrane  is  therefore  to  be  regarded 
as  an  inflammatory  exudation,  and  in  its  histological  characters  it 
agrees  with  this.  It  consists  of  a  fibrinous  network,  often  very  coarse 
in  its  texture,  and  with  inflammatory  cells  in  various  abundance  in  it. 

Croup  is  a  name  given  to  membranous  sore  throats  in  which  the 
exudation  is  mainly  or  entirely  in  the  larynx  and  trachea.  The  name 
was  first  apphed  before  the  eminently  contagious  diphtheria  was  dis- 
tinguished, and  it  was  commonly  understood  to  be  a  pecuharly  violent 
inflammation  of  the  air  passages.  There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that, 
now-a-days  at  least,  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  croup  are  really  cases 
of  diphtheria  in  which  the  disease  is  mainly  or  entirely  in  the  larynx 
and  trachea; 

We  have  seen  that  in  the  larynx  diphtheria  produces  an  inflamma- 
tion in  which,  after  the  shedding  of  the  epithelium,  a  fibrinous  exuda- 
tion occurs.  It  is  asserted  by  some  that  the  diphtheritic  poison  is  the 
only  agent  capable  of  producing  this  form  of  inflammation.  Looking 
at  the  matter  from  a  purely  pathological  point  of  view  apart  from 
clinical  experience,  it  certainly  seems  possible  that  other  irritants  may 
produce  similar  results.  Croup  has  been  produced  artificially  in  rabbits 
by  the  injection  of  ammonia  into  the  trachea  (JFeigert).  In  these  cases 
the  irritant  first  kills  the  epithelium,  and  then  fibrine  is  deposited.  If 
croup  occurs  in  man  apart  from  diphtheria,  the  irritant  must  be  strong 
enough  to  destroy  the  smiace  epithelium.  Apart  from  the  action 
of  mfnute  organisms,  such  an  irritant  must  be  of  rare  occurrence,  but  the 
possibility  of  its  existence  is  not  to  be  denied.  We  shall  see  afterwards 
that  in  rare  cases  we  meet  with  a  bronchial  croup  where  there  can  be  no 
question  of  diphtheria,  and  so  we  may  have  laryngeal  and  tracheal 
croup  of  a  simple  inflammatory  kind.  In  such  cases  there  will  be  no 
>  signs  of  general  disease,  but  all  the  symptoms  will  be  referrible  to  the 
local  inflammation  and  obstruction  of  the  larynx.    It  should  be  added 
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that^  laryngeal  croup  has  been  met  with  in  small-pox,  measles,  pysemia, 
etc.,  but  here  it  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  action  of  organisms,  as  in 
diphtheria. 

Catarrh  of  the  Larynx  and  Trachea. — We  have  seen  that 
ACUTE  CATARRH  forms  the  first  stage  in  croup ;  it  is  the  result  of  the 
action  of  the  specific  poison.  Similarly  we  have  acute  catarrh  in 
measles  and  small-pox,  there  being  here  a  specific  eruption  similar 
to  that  on  the  skin,  along  with  acute  catarrh.  In  typhoid  fever  and 
other  infectious  diseases  we  may  also  have  acute  catarrh.  It  occurs 
also  as  an  independent  affection,  just  as  nasal  catarrh  does,  and  in  this 
case,  although  usually  slight,  it  may  assume  a  very  severe  character. 
Lastly,  a  catarrh  may  be  set  up  by  the  inhalation  of  irritating  chemical 
fumes. 

There  is,  as  in  other  inflammations,  hypersemia  and  exudation.  The 
mucous  membrane  is  red  as  seen  during  life,  but  on  post-mortem 
examination  the  redness  has  usually  disappeared  entirely,  the  vessels 
emptying  apparently  by  the  shrinking  of  the  tissue.  The  exudation  is 
originally  mucous  in  character,  and  is  not  generally  very  abundant. 
After  a  time,  as  in  the  case  of  nasal  catarrh,  it  usually  assumes  a  more 
purulent  character.  The  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  not 
usually  great,  and  there  is  not  commonly  any  serious  obstruction.  On 
the  other  hand,  in  children  a  slight  catarrh  may  bring  on  a  sudden  suf- 
focative attack  due  not  so  much  to  the  swelling  as  to  spasm  of  the 
muscles.  As  an  unusual  complication  of  acute  laryngitis  may  be  men- 
tioned oedema  glottidis,  the  condition  next  to  be  described. 

CEdema  Glottidis.— This  name  is  applied  to  a  comparatively 
sudden  oedematous  swelling,  causing  often  a  serious  or  even  fatal 
obstruction  of  the  larynx.  The  oedema  is  in  most  cases  an  inflam- 
matory exudation,  but  it  occurs  in  Bright's  disease  as  part  of  a 
general  oedema.  It  may  be  part  of  a  simple  inflammation  of  the 
larynx,  or  from  diphtheria,  or  the  pustular  inflammation  of  small- 
pox. Or  the  inflammation  may  be  propagated  from  the  pharynx 
and  fauces,  or  from  the  inflamed  perichondrium.  The  condition  is  not 
an  oedema  of  the  mucous  membrane  itself ;  that  would  produce  a  very 
moderate  swelling,  but  it  is  an  inflammation  and  oedema  extending  to 
the  submucous  tissue.  Now,  in  most  parts  of  the  larynx  there  is. little 
or  no  submucous  tissue,  the  mucous  membrane  being  bound  down  to  the 
perichondrium.    There  are  some  parts,  however,  where  the  tissue 
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is  looser,  and  these  are  chiefly  the  base  of  the  epiglottis,  and,  to  a  less 
extent,  the  whole  epiglottis,  the  ventricular  bands,  and  most  of  all,  the 
aryteno-opiglottic  folds.    The  epiglottis  is  swollen,  csi)ecially  at  its 
base ;  the  aryteno-opiglottic  folds  are  usually  much  tumefied,  appealing 
as  rounded  tumours  projecting  backwards  from  the  base  of  the 
epiglottis.    These  rounded  swellings  form  indeed  the  most  prominent 
appearances.  '  The  hgaments  passing  from  the  epiglottis  to  the  tongue 
arc  also  sometimes  swollen.     Examined  from  above,  the  tumefied 
aryteno-epiglottic  folds  conceal  the  parts  beneath,  but  on  laying  open 
the  larynx  after  death  it  is  found  that  the  ventricular  bands  (false 
cords)  are  tumefied,  although  the  true  cords  are  usually  very  little 
affected.    The  oedema  may  affect  the  submucous  tissue  in  the  trachea 
for  some  distance  below  the  glottis.    If  the  swollen  parts  be  cut  into  a 
fluid  exudes,  which  is  usually  sero-purulent  and  sometimes  almost 
purulent.    Occasionally  there  is  blood  in  it. 

Chronic  Catarrh.— This  is  a  common  result  of  repeated  attacks  of 
acute  catarrh,  but  may  occur  spontaneously.    It  is  chiefly  characterized, 
like  other  chronic  inflammations,  by  new-formation  of  tissue;  the 
mucous  membrane  is  thickened,  and  its  surface  is  irregular.  The 
increase  is  mainly  of  connective  tissue  which,  having  the  usual  char- 
acters of  that  resulting  from  inflammation,  gives  rigidity  to  the  parts. 
The  movable  structures  of  the  larynx  are  thus  rendered  more  or  less 
stm,  and  hoarseness  is  the  result.    Not  infrequently  flat  superficial 
ulcers  or  erosions  form,  and  these  have  their  seats  most  commonly  at  the 
posterior  commissure.    The  racemose  glands  of  the  larynx  may  undergo 
special  enlargement  so  as  to  appear  as  rounded  prommences.  They 
^sometimes  ulcerate,  and  so  give  rise  to  small  crater-shaped  ulcers,  which 
are  chiefly  to  be  seen  on  the  epiglottis  and  aryteno-epiglottic  hgaments. 
The  thickening  and  contraction  of  the  connective  tissue  are  sometimes  so 
Kreat  as  to  produce  very  great  stenosis  of  the  larynx,  so  that  tracheotomy 
is  needed  to  permit  of  respiration.    Sometimes  mucous  polypi  form  on 
the  surface,  and  add  to  the  irregularity. 

Subglottic  iNFLAMMATioN.-This  disease,  which  is  not  of  very  fi-e- 
quent  occurrence,  is  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  beneath 
the  glottis.  It  may  be  acute  in  its  onset  but  it  generally  passes  mt^  a 
ehronic  stage.  It  has  been  observed  as  a  sequel  to  erys^^elas  and 
typhus  fever,  and  may  have  origin  apparently  m  ^jf^^^^^l^n^^^^ 
perichondrium.    In  acute  cases  there  may  be  considerable  CBdematous 
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swelling.  In  the  chronic  form  there  is  thickening  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane as  in  ordinary  chronic  laryngitis.  The  inflammation  is  often  just 
beneath  the  cords  and  so  may  produce  fixation  of  them,  but  it  may 
occur  further  down,  and  is  not  infrequently  in  patches  interrupted  by 
normal  mucous  membrane. 

Inflammation  of  the  Perichondrium.^ — This  disease  is  rarely  a 
primary  one,  being  induced  chiefly  by  syphilitic  and  tubercular  inflam- 
mations, especially  when  there  is  deep,  uleeration  extending  down  to  the 
perichondrium.  It  occurs  occasionally  as  a  sequel  of  typhoid  and 
also  probabl}^  of  typhus  fever.  It  has  usually  a  somewhat  chronic 
course,  but  may  be  acute,  and  in  either  case  it  ends  in  the  formation  of 
pus  under  the  perichondrium.  The  pus  accumulating  under  the  peri- 
chondrium cuts  off  the  cartilage  from  its  source  of  nutrition,  and  just  as 
in  periostitis,  this  is  usually  followed  by  necrosis  of  the  cartilage.  The 
destruction  of  the  cartilage  may  be  a  slow  process  and  there  may  be  a  kind 
of  caries  followed  by  necrosis.  The  disease  is  generally  confined  to  one 
cartilage  at  the  outset,  the  cricoid  being  most  frequently  attacked,  but 
it  may  extend  to  others.  When  suppuration  has  occurred  the  inflam- 
mation spreads  to  structures  around,  and  we  may  have  burrowing  of  the 
pus  under  the  mucous  membrane  for  some  distance,  or  even  outside  the 
larynx  among  the  structures  of  the  neck. 

The  pus  after  a  time  obtains  an  exit,  usually  by  perforating  the 
mucous  membrane,  but  sometimes  it  finds  its  way  to  the  surface  of  the 
body.  The  necrosed  cartilage  is,  by  degrees,  separated  from  the  living 
and  not  infrequently  it  finds  exit  by  the  fistula  which  the  pus  has 
formed.  It  is  usually  discharged  into  the  larynx,  and  cases  have 
occurred  in  which  the  dead  piece  of  cartilage  has  obstructed  the  glottis. 
Or,  after  being  discharged  into  the  larynx  it  may  drop  down  into  the 
trachea  or  bronchi  to  be  afterwards  coughed  up.  On  the  other  hand 
it  is  sometimes  discharged  through  the  skin.  In  connection  with  these 
processes  and  often  with  the  primary  disease,  there  is  usually  great 
thickening  and  deformity  of  the  larynx.  If  the  patient  survive  the 
discharge  of  the  cartilage,  its  loss  leads  to  still  greater  deformity.  The 
larynx  may  collapse,  or,  by  a  more  chronic  process,  the  inflammation 
may  cause  great  contraction  and  obstruction  of  the  larynx.  When  the 
cartilage  is  discharged  it  is  generally  found  calcified  or  ossified,  and  it 
may  be  a  question  how  far  the  calcification  preceded  the  inflammation 
Dietrich  has  suggested  that,  in  the  case  of  the  cricoid,  ossification  may 
sometimes  be  the  primary  condition,  and  that  the  inflammation  may  be 
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induced  by  the  pressure  of  the  hardened  cartilage  against  the  vertebral 
column. 

Syphilis. — This  disease  produces  very  frequent  and  sometimes  very 
seidous  lesions  in  the  larynx.    These  lesions  are  alniost  entirely  inflam- 
matory, and  they  vary  from  a  slight  catarrh  to  a  prolonged  inflamma- 
tion accompanied  by  great  thickening  with  stenosis  and  deep  ulceration. 
The  slighter  inflammations  are  earlier  manifestations  of  syphilis,  and 
like  these  in  general  they  may  entirely  disappear.    Those  occurring 
later  on  are  usually  prolonged  and  slow  in  their  progress.    The  mucous 
membrane  and  submucous  tissue  are  infiltrated  and  thickened,  ulcers 
develop,  first  as  a  general  rule  in  the  epiglottis,  but  they  are  prone  to 
extend  deeply  and  widely  so  as  to  destroy  large  portions  of  the  epi- 
glottis or  the  whole  of  it.    We  have  already  seen  that  the  ulceration 
may  lead  to  perichondritis  and  necrosis  of  the  cartilage  Avith  still 
wider  results.    With  all  this  there  is  great  new-formation  of  connec- 
tive tissue  with  corresponding  deformity,  and  if  the  ulcers  heal  the 
contraction  of  the  cicatricial  tissue  leads  to  great  deformity  and  not 
infrequently  to  such  obstruction  of  the  glottis  as  to  require  trache- 
otomy.   These  inflammatory  manifestations  are  not  usually  associated 
with  the  formation  of  proper  gummata,  although  the  granulation  tissue 
may  be  produced  at  first  in  small  nodules  and  is  hardly  of  normal  char- 
acter, partaking  of  the  tendency  to  regressive  changes  which  the  gum- 
mata show.    Sometimes  with  the  slighter  inflammations  there  may  be 
polypoid  projections  consisting  of  thickened  mucous  membrane  and 
epithelium,  forming  the  so-caUed  CONDYLOMATA. 

Laryngeal  Phthisis.— This  is  nearly  always  secondary  to  pulmonary 
phthisis,  and  is  a  true  tubercular  disease.    It  is  not  impossible  that  the 
tubercular  virus  may  attack  the  laryngeal  mucous  membrane  piimarily 
or  it  may  attack  it  simultaneously  with  the  lung,  but  as  a  matter  ot 
fact  the  lung  is  in  almost  every  case  diseased,  and  the  probabihty  is 
that  in  most  cases  the  virus  is  carried  from  the  diseased  lung  m  the 
sputum     There  are  some  cases  in  which  the  laryngeal  symptoms  are 
more  pronounced  than  the  pulmonary,  and  clinical  observers  describe 
them  as  cases  of  laryngeal  rather  than  of  pulmonary  phthisis.  The 
.     larynx  has  been  found  affected  in  about  30  per  cent,  of  cases  of  pul- 
monary phthisis  examined  after  death.  ^ 

In  cases  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  the  mucous  membrane  is  frequently 
pale  from  anaemia,  but  although  this  may  be  important  as  sho.mg  a 
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tendency  to  laryngeal  disease  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  really  due  to 
existing  tuberculosis,  especially  as  it  occurs  in  ordinary  anaemias.  The 
first  result  of  the  actual  tubercular  disease  is  thickening  of  the 
mucous  membrane.  This  is  due  to  chronic  inflammation,  and  is 
caused  chiefly  by.  exudation  of  serous  fluid  and  inflammatory  cfells 
•with  tubercles,  so  that  it  is  mainly  an  oedematous  thickening.  It 
is  most  marked  in  the  epiglottis  and  aryteno-epiglottic  folds,  these 
latter  often  showing  themselves  as  rounded  prominences.  In  this  stage 
microscopic  examination  shows  the  presence  of  tubercles  with  their 
characteristic  structure  along  with  inflammatory  cells.  The  tubercles 
are  in  the  mucous  membrane  and  the  submucous  tissue,  the  epithelium 
being  as  yet  intact. 

To  the  thickening  succeeds  ulceration,  the  ulcers  being  at  first  small 
and  superficial.  These  ulcers  result  from  the  caseation  and  softening 
of  superficial  tubercles.  By  coalescence  larger  ulcers  form  out  of  the 
smaller  ones,  and  there  is  a  continual  tendency  to  spreading.  As  a  rule 
there  are  many  ulcers,  and  between  them  is  thickened  mucous  mem- 
brane which  at  the  borders  of  the  ulcers  sometimes  presents  irregular 
projections  like  papillary  outgrowths.  The  ulcers  are  at  first  super- 
ficial, but  as  the  disease  progresses  considerable  destruction  of  tissue 
may  result.  The  vocal  cords  are  not  infrequently  destroyed,  and  so 
there  is  loss  of  voice,  but  the  voice  may  be  lost  from  the  rigidity  of  the 
structures  caused  by  thickening  from  chronic  inflammation.  Again, 
perichondritis  not  infrequently  follows,  with  suppuration,  and  this 
causes  still  further  inflammatory  manifestations. 

Ulceration  not  uncommonly  exists  in  the  trachea  and  bronchi  as 
well  as  in  the  larynx.  There  are  many  ulcers,  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  the  cartilaginous  rings  of  the  trachea  extensively  exposed.  With 
these  ulcerations  of  the  trachea  there  will  be  swelling  of  the  remaining 
mucous  membrane  and  sometimes  a  perichondritis  with  necrosis. 

The  lymphatic  glands  in  the  neck  are  aff"ected  secondarily  to  the 
larynx,  they  are  the  seat  of  scrofulous  processes  such  as  we  have  already 
described,  and  their  enlargment  may,  in  some  cases,  aid  in  the  exact 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  in  the  larynx. 

Tumours.— The  most  frequent  form  of  tumour  of  the  larynx  is  the 
Papilloma.  ^  This  tumour  is  often  preceded  by  catarrhal  conditions, 
and  is  particularly  common  in  persons  who,  from  the  nature  of  their 
profession,  use  the  voice  frequently.  But  it  often  occurs  without  either 
of  these  predisposing  conditions.    The  tumours  most  frequently  o-row 
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from  the  vocal  cords,  where  the  epithelium  is  flat.  They '^consist,  like 
other  papillomas,  of  a  Ijasis  of  connective  tissue  forming  numerous 
conical  projections  covered  with  epithelium  (see  Fig.  223).    The  epi- 


Fig.  223.-Papmoma  of  larynx,  e,  e,  gi-eatly  thickened  epithelium  ;  connec- 
tive  tissue;  g,  mucous  glands  ;  /,  a  gland  at  base  of  tumour  atrophied  by  its 
pressure.    x20.    (Cornil  and  Ranvibr.) 

thelium  may  be  thick,  and  the  connective  tissue  dense,  so  that  the 
tumour  is  like  a  hard  wart,  or  the  epithelium  may  be  thin  and  the 
connective  tissue  soft,  sometimes  richly  infiltrated  with  round  cells, 
and  so  the  growth  is  soft  like  a  soft  wart  or  condyloma.  Tho 
growth  may  occupy  a  small  siuiace  of  the  cord,  being  partially  peduncu- 
lated, hx\t  it  often  has  a  considerable  base,  forming  a  shaggy,  irregular 
outgrowth.  Sometimes,  after  extirpation,  these  tumours  take  on  a 
sarcomatous  character,  or  even  develop  a  cancerous  growth. 

A  kind  of  false  papilloma  occurs,  as  we  have  already  seen,  m  some 
cases  of  tubercular  or  syphilitic  ulceration  of  the  larynx.  Sometimes, 
also,  the  surface  of  an  epithelioma  has  a  papillary  character. 

Next  to  the  papillomas  the  riBROMAS  are  the  commonest  tumours  lu 
the  larynx.  Morell  Mackenzie  has  found  in  one  hundred  cases  of  non- 
malignant  tumours,  sixty-seven  papillomas  and  sixteen  fibromas.  Thej^ 
are  tumours  of  slow  growth,  mostly  seated  on  the  cords  or  at  the  base  of 
the  epiglottis.  They  consist  of  firm  or  soft  connective  tissue,  those  ot 
firm  consistence  being  the  commoner.  They  are  usually  more  or  less 
pedunculated,  and  their  surface  is  generally  smooth,  although  it  may  be 
irregular  or  even  furnished  with  papillae.  They  are  usually  small 
tumours  from  the  size  of  a  spHt  pea  to  that  of  an  acorn. 
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Mucous  Polypi  occasionally  occur,  taking  origin  in  the  mucous 
glands.  Tliey  very  commonly  undergo  transformation  into  cysts,  and 
their  most  frequent  seats  are  the  ejjiglottis  and  the  ventricles  of 
Morgagni. 

Other  forms  of  simple  tumours  are  uncommon,  but  cases  of  LIPOMA, 
MYXOMA,  and  angioma  have  been  met  with.  Cartilaginous  tumours 
formed  by  outgrowth  from  the  normal  cartilages  have  been  found. 
.They  are  usually  multiple  and  sessile.  They  may  project  considerably 
into  the  larynx,  and  being  covered  with  mucous  membrane  may  be  mis- 
taken for  one  of  the  commoner  tumours  mentioned  above.  As  these 
tumours  are  firmly  connected  with  the  cartilage  beneath,  they  cannot 
be  removed  by  forceps,  and  so  it  is  important  to  distinguish  them 
from  the  others. 

Sarcomas  of  the  larynx  are  of  occasional  occurrence.  They  are 
usually  of  the  spindle-celled  form,  but  may  be  round-celled.  They  may 
grow  to  a  considerable  size,  and  are,  of  course,  prone  to  recur  unless 
the  whole  larynx  be  removed  along  with  the  tumour. 

Cancer  of  the  larynx  develops  in  the  form  of  flat-celled  epithelioma. 
It  is  not  infrequently  a  primary  tumour,  growing  usually  from  the 
ventricular  bands,  but  also  originating  in  other  parts.  An  epithelioma 
may  also  extend  from  a  neighbouring  part,  particularly  from  the  tongue. 
There  is  first  an  infiltration  of  a  limited  part  which  extends  in  area, 
involving  more  and  more  in  an  indiscriminate  advance.  Very  commonly 
there  is  an  abundant  papillary  growth  on  the  surface  so  that  there 
is  a  resemblance  to  the  cauliflower  cancer  or  to  the  papilloma.  The 
central  parts  of  the  growth  undergo  ulceration  while  the  disease  is 
extending  circumferentially.  In  this  way  great  destruction  of  tissue 
may  result,  and  the  parts  present  great  deformity. 

■  Tumours  are  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  the  trachea,  but  we  may 
have  similar  growths  to  those  in  the  larynx. 


THE  BEONCHIAL  TUBES. 

The  diseases  of  the  bronchi  stand  in  close  relation  on  the  one  hand 
to  those  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  and  on  the  other  to  those  of  the 
lungs,  and  it  is  impossible  to  draw  an  absolute  line  of  distinction  on 
either  side.  The  affections  of  the  larger  and  middle  bronchi  are 
essentiaUy  like  those  of  the  larynx  and  trachea,  and  this  is  consistent 
with  the  fact  that  in  structure  they  are  similar.  As  we  pass  down  the 
bronchial  tree,  however,  the  structure  changes  considerably.  The 
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tilaginoiis  plates  become  irregular  and  smaller,  and  finally  disappear ; 
the  elastic  tissue  becomes  more  completely  incorporated  with  the 
mucous  membrane,  so  as  to  form  a  single  layer  which  becomes  thinner 
as  the  tube  diminishes  in  calibre;  the  bronchial  glands  altogether 
disappear  in  the  finer  tubes.  The  bronchial  tube  thus  becomes  more 
simple  in  structure,  and  approximates  to  that  of  the  lung  alveoli.  So  it 
happens  that  in  their  diseases  the  finer  bronchi  are  more  allied  to  the 
lungs,  and  are  often  involved  with  them.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that 
in  acute  catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  lung  the  disease  often  begins  in  a 
capillary  bronchitis,  and  is  sometimes  described  under  that  name. 

Bronchiectasis. — By  this  name  is  meant  dilatation  of  bronchial 
tubes,  a  condition  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence,  but  depending  on 
a  considerable  variety  of  circumstances.    The  normal  bronchial  tube 
offers  resistance  to  the  dilating  force  of  the  air,  chiefly  hj  virtue 
of  its  elastic  or  dense  walls,  and  the  support  which  it  receives  from 
the  pulmonary  tissue  around.    If  the  walls  be  weakened  or  the  support 
of  the  pulmonary  parenchyma  withdraAvn,  or  if  the  distensile  force  of 
the  air  or  other  contents  be  considerably  increased,  then  we  may  have 
bronchiectasis.    It  will  be  seen  that  one  or  other  of  these  predisposing 
conditions  may  occur  under  very  various  circumstances.    A  prolonged 
catarrh  may  cause  atrophy  of  the  elastic  tissue  of  the  bronchial  wall,  and 
so  reduce  the  resistance.    On  the  other  hand,  obliteration  oi  the  finer 
bronchi  and  lung  alveoli  in  a  district  will  cause  the  pressure  of  the 
air  in  inspiration  to  act  especially  on  the  bronchial  tubes,  the  dilata- 
tion being  here  similar  in  its  origin  to  compensatory  emphysema. 
Lastly,  we  may  have  the  bronchi  dilated  from  accumulation  of 
secretion.     This  will  occur  chiefly  when  a  small  bronchus  has  been 
obstructed,  and  the  condition  may  be  compared  to  a  retention  cyst.  • 

The  various  forms  of  bronchiectasis  may  be  di-sdded  into  two, 
namely,  cylindrical  and  sacculated  dilatations.  The  former  occurs 
mainly 'where  the  causal  condition  has  been  more  or  less  of  a  general 
one,  such  as  a  prolonged  bronchitis.  The  bronchi,  especially  the 
middle-sized  ones,  are  unduly  wide,  and  their  walls  are  thinned.  The 
dilatation  may  be  quite  regular,  but  very  often  there  are  httle 
■  bulgings  or  pouches.  In  the  sacculated  form  there  has  usually  been 
a  more  local  agent  at  work.  The  most  typical  sacculated  dilatations 
are  found  in  fibroid  phthisis,  under  which  heading  they  will  l^e  treated 
of  more  fully.  They  may  be  produced  also  l^y  any  cause  wliich  induces 
shrinking  of  the  lung  tissue.    The  wall  of  the  bronchus  is  thinned,  but 
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it  still  presents  a  distinct  membrane  lining  the  sac.  When  cavities  in 
the  lung  have  a  distinct  lining  membrane,  they  are  generally  of  this 
origin,  and  they  are  especially  so  when  the  membrane  is  surroimded  by 
lung  tissue  which  approaches  to  the  normal  condition.  As  the  secre- 
tion stagnates  in  the  sacculated  dilatation,  and  may  decompose,  there 
may  be  ulceration  of  its  internal  wall. 

Bronchial  Catarrh  or  Ordinary  Bronchitis.  This  is  an  in- 
flammation affecting  the  larger  and  middle-sized  tubes,  but  not  extend- 
ing to  any  considerable  degree  into  the  finer  ones.  As  to  the  conditions 
giving  rise  to  it,  much  that  has  been  said  under  nasal  catarrh  is  again 
applicable  here.  It  is  to  be  added,  however,  that  in  many  persons 
there  is  a  special  proclivity  to  recurrent  attacks  of  bronchitis.  This 
may  be  due  to  an  inherited  weakness  in  this  direction,  but  is  perhaps 
more  frequently  occasioned  by  an  acute  bronchitis  which  has  left  the 
bronchi  considerably  altered  in  structure,  has  rendered  them,  in  fact, 
the  least  resistant  part  of  the  body.  In  such  persons  cold  may  set 
up  a  bronchitis,  or  it  may  be  set  up  by  disorder  of  the  stomach,  or 
by  some  other  trivial  cause.  Valvular  disease  of  the  heart  frequently 
gives  rise  to  bronchitis,  but  we  shall  consider  this  when  the  results  of 
cardiac  disease  in  regard  to  the  lung  are  under  review. 

In  the  slighter  forms  of  bronchitis  the  larger  bronchi  and  the  trachea 
are  mainly  .affected.  In  fact,  it  frequently  happens  that  along  with  a 
slight  laryngitis  there  is  a  tracheitis  and  a  bronchitis  of  the  larger  stems, 
mthout  the  name  bronchitis  being  given.  In  the  more  definite  cases  of 
bronchial  catarrh  it  is  the  middle-sized  tubes  that  are  chiefly  involved. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  changes  which  occur  in  bronchitis  it  is 
necessary  to  refer  to  some  points  in  the  structure  of  the  tubes.  The 
mucous  membrane  is  covered  with  epithelium  whose  superficial  layer  is 
cylindrical  and  ciliated.  Beneath  the  epithelium  there  is  a  basement 
membrane  which  is  separate  from  the  proper  mucosa  under  it.  The 
mucosa  is  composed  of  connective  tissue  and  presents  externally  a 
muscular  layer,  chiefly  of  circular  fibres,  but  with  some  longitudinal 
ones.  Outside  this  we  have  the  sub-mucosa  or  adventitia  which  is 
continuous  with  and  really  forms  a  part  of  the  general  interstitial  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  lung.  In  this  loose  adventitia  the  cartilages  are 
embedded,  and  there  are  abundant  serous  and  lymphatic  spaces,  which 
are  in  communication  with  those  throughout  the  lung,  the  perivascular 
and  others. 

According  to  the  careful  description  of  Hamilton  acute  bronchitis  is 
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accompanied  first  l)y  great  congestion,  chiefiy  of  the  vessels  in  the 
proper  mucosa.  GEdenia  of  the  basement  membrane  follows,  and  this 
structure  becomes  greatly  thickened.  The  superficial  layer  of  columnai- 
epithelium  is  shed,  but  vigorous  germination  of  the  deeper  layei> 
occurs,  abundant  embryonic  cells  being  produced.  At  the  same  tmn 
there  is  great  infiltration  of  the  mucosa,  muscular  layer,  and  adventitin. 
with  round  cells  of  inflammation.  This  infiltration  may  be  very  great , 
and  as  the  adventitia  communicates  with  the  general  interstitial  tissue 
of  the  lungs,  there  may  be  a  wide  distribution  of  these  cells,  which  pass 
on  by  the  lymphatic  channels  to  the  lymphatic  glands. 

If  the  disease  becomes  chronic  the  inflammatory  infiltration  of  tin 
layers  beneath  the  basement  membrane  continues,  and  there  is  tli( 
usual  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  producing  an  induration  of  tli. 
tissue.    As  in  other  productive  inflammations  the  new-formed  tissue 
often  causes  atrophy  of  the  proper  structures.    In  many  cases  tin 
muscular  coat  is  to  some  extent  atrophied  although  sometimes  it  is 
hypertrophied.    The  mucous  glands  are  often  considerably  destroyed, 
and  even  the  cartilages  may  be  partially  atrophied.    These  alterations 
in  the  walls  of  the  tubes  no  doubt  weaken  them,  and  as  they  occur 
especially  in  long  continued  cases  of  bronchitis,  we  can  understand  how 
in  such  cases  the  bronchial  tubes  sometimes  undergo  dilatation.  Dilata- 
tion of  bronchial  tubes  is  not  however  a  very  prominent  feature  of  ordi- 
nary bronchitis. 

The  EXUDATION  in  bronchitis  is  important  as  it  forms  THE  sputujl 
and  gives  its  characters  to  the  latter.    In  the  normal  condition  the 
mucous  glands  secrete  enough  mucus  to  keep  the  membrane  moist,  the 
secretion  consisting  of  a  glairy  fluid  containing  a  few  leucocytes  which 
are  here  called  mucus  corpuscles.    The  fluid  owes  its  glairy  or  sticky 
character  to  the  fact  that  it  contains  mucin,  a  chemical  substance  allied 
to  albumen  and  secreted  by  the  mucous  glands.    This  normal  secretion 
catches  and  holds  the  minute  particles  forming  the  dust  which  we 
inhale  with  the  air,  and  the  vibratile  cilia  of  the  epithelium  actmg 
towards  the  outlets  carry  mucus  and  dust  outwards,  to  be  swallowed  or 
expectorated.    In  bronchitis  there  is  at  first  very  little  increase  of  the 
secretion,  and  what  there  is  is  chiefly  concentrated  mucus  tough  and 
scanty     As  the  disease  progresses  it  becomes  more  abundant  but  less 
tough  and  less  transparent,  and  this  is  brought  about  by  the  increase  of 
the  inflammatory  exudation  consisting  of  serous  fluid  mA^--^^^ 
cells     The  degree  of  toughness  depends  on  the  proportion  of  mucin, 


I 


BRONCHIAL  CATARRH — BRONCHITIS. 


507 


and  the  degree  of  opacity  on  the  quantity  of  cells.  As  the  disease 
advances  the  leucocytes  go  on  increasing,  and  so  the  fluid  on  the 
surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  becomes  more  and  more  opaque. 

The  SPUTUM  COCTUM,  or  ripe  sputum  met  with  at  the  acme  of  the 
disease,  is  yellowish  white  or  greenish  and  opaque.  It  is  not  homogeneous, 
but  has  more  opaque  and  less  opaque  portions  according  as  it  has  got 
mixed  and  coated  with  mucus  from  less  afi'ected  parts  of  the  tubes. 
The  sputum  as  seen  in  a  vessel  appears  at  first  sight  like  pus,  but 
it  is  much  more  tenacious.  Under  the  microscope  it  also  resembles 
pus,  the  field  being  crowded  with  multitudes  of  leucocytes.  But  the 
tenacity  of  the  fluid  is  often  shown  by  the  manner  in  which  the 
plastic  leucocytes  are  altered  in  shape,  being  drawn  out  into  oval 
or  more  elongated  forms  according  as  the  tough  mucus  is  drawn  out. 
On  adding  acetic  acid  the  usual  development  of  nuclei  occurs  in  the 
cells,  and  the  intermediate  fluid  becomes  markedly  opaque  from  the 
precipitation  of  the  mucin  which  can  be  seen  now  in  fine  granules. 
With  acetic  acid  the  sputum  assumes  to  the  naked  eye  a  whitish 
opaque,  and  almost  membranous  character. 

In  chronic  bronchitis  the  sputum  is  often  very  abundant,  and  is 
usually  sero-mucous  with  comparatively  few  leucocytes,  and  hence 
transparent.  There  is  a  comparatively  rich  serous  exudation  with  very 
little  increase  in  the  secretion  of  mucus.  The  sputum  is  not  so  tough 
as  in  more  acute  cases,  and  is  often  very  frothy.  In  some  very  chronic 
cases  there  is  a  very  abundant  cellular  exudation — the  sputum  is 
almost  like  pus  and  has  not  the  toughness  of  the  sputum  coctum. 
Large  quantities  of  pus  may  thus  be  expectorated.  In  these  cases  it 
may  be  supposed  that  leucocytes  are  present  in  the  walls  and  outside 
the  bronchi  as  well  as  in  the  expectoration,  and  it  is  in  them  that  we 
may  look  especially  for  dilatation  of  the  tubes. 

Fibrinous  Bronchitis.  This  name,  as  well  as  that  of  plastic 
BRONCHITIS  or  BRONCHIAL  CROUP,  is  given  to  a  condition  of  very  rare 
occurrence  and  of  rather  obscure  pathology,  but  yet  of  great  interest. 
We  have  seen  that  in  laryngeal  and  tracheal  croup  the  fibrinous 
exudation  sometimes  extends  down  into  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  that 
casts  of  these  are  formed  occasionally.  Taking  the  other  end  of 
the, bronchial  tree  we  find  that  in  acute  pneumonia  the  fibrinous 
exudation  which  forms  in  the  luug  alveoli  commonly  extends  some 
distance  into  the  finer  bronchi,  and  so  we  find  casts  in  them.  But 
there  are  cases  in  which  fibrinous  casts  form  in  the  bronchial  tubes 


DISEASES  OF  THE  ORGANS  OF  RESPIRATION. 


independently,  without  any  disease  of  the  trachea  on  the  one  hand  or  of 
the  lung  proper  on  the  other.  These  cases  are  somewhat  chronic 
in  character,  and  the  expectoration  of  casts  occurs  at  inten'als  during 
months  or  oven  years.  The  casts  are  of  a  whitish  grey  colour  and 
represent  the  bronchi  of,  it  may  be,  a  single  lobe,  with  their  ramifications, 
as  we  can  see  very  beautifully  by  floating  them  out  in  water.  Some- 
times the  fine  ends  of  the  casts  are  swollen  out  as  if  they  had  come  from 
the  alveoli.  The  casts  sometimes  present  on  section  a  stratified 
arrangement  as  if  the  fibrine  had  been  deposited  in  layers.  They 
show  under  the  microscope  fibrine  with  leucocytes. 

The  exact  pathology  and  the  source  of  this  exudation  are  somewhat 
obscure.  In  some  cases  where  death  has  occurred  shortly  after  the 
expectoration  of  the  casts,  or  where  they  have  been  found  in  situ,  there 
has  been  little  perceptible  alteration  of  the  mucous  membrane.  This 
has  led.  some  to  suppose  that  the  fibrine  comes  from  the  lung  alveoli, 
and  in  many  cases  the  lung  tissue  is  considerably  altered,  for  there  may 
be  phthisis,  or  j)neumonia,  or  collapse.  But  it  is  not  apparent  to  what 
extent  these  ma.y  be  secondary  to  the  bronchitis.  A  possible  indication 
of  the  pathology  may  be  afforded  by  the  fact  that  in  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  cases  there  has  been  hasmorrhage  from  the  lungs. 


B.— THE  LUNGS. 


In  examining  the  lungs  after  death  we  seldom  meet  with  them  in  a . 
perfectly  normal  condition.  They  may  be  abnormally  adherent  to  the 
wall  of  the  thorax,  or  unduly  pigmented,  or  there  may  be  cicatrices 
in  them,  or  oedema,  and  so  on.  The  explanation  of  this  is  perhaps 
that  the  lungs  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  deleterious  influences  in  two 
directions.  The  air  passing  into  them  is  apt  to  carry  irritating  materials 
with  it,  and  the  blood  circulating  so  richly  through  their  tissue  is  liable 
to  variations  in  its  constitution  and  degree  of  pressure.  We  have 
already  seen,  for  instance,  that  organic  disease  of  the  heart  has  serious 
effects  on  the  pulmonary  circulation,  but  apart  from  that,  simple  weak- 
ness of  the  heart  may,  as  we  shall  afterwards  see,  have  important 
effects  on  the  lung.  It  must  not  be  forgotten  also  that  there  is  no 
organ  of  the  body  whose  tissue  is  so  intimately  related  to  its  blood- 
vessels as  the  lungs.    These  organs  are  little  more  than  a  congeries  of  _ 
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blood-vessels  with  a  sufficient  supporting  stroma.  Any  deleterious  sub- 
stance  circulating  in  the  blood,  therefore,  is  very  prone  to  affect  the 
lungs,  especially  if  there  be  any  special  weakness  in  this  direction. 
We  have  abundant  illustration  of  this  in  the  frequency  of  lung  com- 
plications in  the  acute  fevers. 

There  are  one  or  two  points  in  the  anatomical  relations  of  the  lung 
which  should  be  kept  in  mind.  It  is  supplied  with  two  different  sets 
of  blood-vessels,  the  pulmonary  artery  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  bronchial 
artery  on  the  other.  We  should  remember  the  distribution  of  these,  and 
not  confuse  effects  due  to  obstruction  of  the  one  with  those  due  to  ob- 
struction of  the  other.  Then  we  speak  of  diseases  affecting  the  respir- 
atory surface  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  supporting  structures  on  the  other; 
that  is  to  say,  there  are  some  diseases  which  affect  the  surfaces  of  the  Atipv 
bronchi  and  of  the_alveoli,  Vhile  others  involve  the  waUs  of  the  alveoli 
aJicUf  the  bronchi.  It  is  true  that  these  two  are  generally  involved^ 
together,  but  in  different  cases  the  one  or  the  other  is  primarily  con- 
cerned, and  usually  retains  the  lead.  It  is  obvious  that  to  a  certain 
extent  the  determining  cause  of  the  disease  will  have  something  to  do 
with  this.  An  j^t  which  acts  by  being  carried  into  the  lungs  with 
thejjrwill_m^^  in  the 

first_2lace,  wh_ereas  an  agent  arriving  by  the  blood  will  be  more  apt  To 
attack  the  walls.  We  shall  see,  however,  that  to  this  there~are  import-' 
ant  exceptions,  because,  on  the  one  hand,  the  capillary  vessels  have  such 
a  close  relation  to  the  surface  of  the  alveoli,  and,  on  the  other  hand  sub- 
stances arriving  from  without  very  readily  penetrate  into  the  subsiance 
01  the  lung.  A  more  important  consideration  arising  from  the  anatomi- 
cal relations  has  reference  to  the. distribution  of  a  lesio.  in  larger  or 
smaJlerd^^  of  lung:  When  a  disease  is  caused  by  s^A^ 
arrivi^y  the  blood  then  we  should  expect  it  to  be  distributed  over 
a  large  extent  of  lung  tissue  or  over  the  whole ;  the  disease  mil  occupy 
>vholelol^^  If  It  arrives  by  the  bronchial  tubes,  we  should  expect  ft 
to  extend  to  the  proper  lung  tissue  more  irregularly,  here  and  there  an 
extension  corresponding  with  a  particular  minute  bronchus  ;  the  disease 
die  T  r  ¥r^'-  In  this  way  we  may  disW^^^^^ 
d  sejtse^which  are  lobar  as  d^e  tn  alterations  in  itl^lLl  .r.^  LI 
that  are  lobular  as  related  to  th^  hrnr..l,,-.i  o^.^  '  ' 
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MALFORMATIONS  OF  THE  LUNG. 

These  are  not  frequent,  and  are  of  minor  importance.  Apart  from 
absence  or  exceeding  smallncss  of  one  or  both  hmgs,  which  occurs  as 
part  of  general  malformations,  there  are  cases  where  single  lobes  have 
been  wanting,  and  their  place  taken  by  cicatricial  tissue.  These  have 
probably  their  origin  in  obliteration  of  a  bronchus  in  early  foetal 
life.  Again,  the  lungs  may  be  normal  in  form,  but  very  small  in  size. 
In  such  cases  the  whole  body,  and  especially  the  circulatory  system, 
will  remain  ill-developed. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  abnormal  lobulation  of  the  lungs, 
the  regular  lobes  being  divided  by  the  formation  of  deep  fissure?. 
Eokitansky  has  described  a  case  in  which  an  accessory  lobe  existed 
between  the  base  of  the  left  lung  and  the  diaphragm,  and  quite  separate 
from  the  lung.    It  had  no  bronchus,  however. 


m 
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ATELECTASIS  AND  COLLAPSE  OF  THE  LUNG. 

These  names  designate  conditions  in  which  the  lung  alveoh  and  finer 
bronchi  contain  no  air,  but  are  in  a  condition  similar  to  that  of  the 
fcetal  lung  before  inflation,  the  internal  surfaces  of  the  alveoh  being 
applied  to  each  other.  It  may  be  a  survival  of  the  foetal  state, 
or  it  may  be  subsequently  produced  by  the  alveoli  being, 
some  way,  emptied  of  their  air.  As  this  condition  occurs  under 
considerable  variety  of  circumstances  we  shall  give  no  general  descrip- 
tion, but  refer  to  the  individual  forms. 

Atelectasis  is  frequently  found  in  new-born  children,  being,  in- 
deed a  survival  of  the  foetal  state.  The  lungs  have  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent  remained  uninflated.  The  non-inflation  may  be  due  to  some 
obstruction  in  the  bronchi,  by  meconium  or  mucus,  but  in  most  cases 
it  is  merely  due  to  the  weakness  of  the  respiratory  efforts.  The  new- 
born child  usually  cries  lustily,  and  in  the  deep  inspiratory  gasps 
between  the  cries  the  lungs  are  fully  inflated.  But  if  the  child  be  weak 
or  has  not  cried  freely,  certain  parts  of  the  lungs  are  apt  to  remain 
devoid  of  air.  The  atelectasis  of  the  new-born  is  most  frequent  m  the 
lower  lobe,  and  in  the  posterior  parts  of  this  lobe.  It  may  be  only  in 
small  areas  in  the  midst  of  the  inflated  lung  tissue,  or  the  greater  part 
of  a  lobe,  or  the  whole  lobe  may  be  affected.  In  any  case  the  non- 
inflated  part  usually  shows  by  its  shape  that  it  is  the  district  supplied 
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by  one  or  more  bronchi.  The  atelectasis  shows  itself  by  the  smaller 
volume  of  the  jjart.  If  it  is  in  the  midst  of  inflated  lung  it  is  depressed 
below  the  surface.  Like  the  foetal  lung,  it  is  redder  than  the  normal, 
firmer  to  the  touch,  and  non-creintant  when  handled.  It  is  important 
to  distinguish  this  condition  from  condensation  of  the  lung,  for  which 
it  is  liable  to  be  mistaken.  In  both  the  lung  is  devoid  of  air,  but  in  the 
case  of  condensation  it  is  so  because  the  air  spaces  are  filled  up  with 
solid  material,  usually  inflammatory  exudation.  The  atelectatic  portion 
is  capable  of  inflation  by  blowing  air  into  the  lung  by  the  bronchi,  at 
least  it  is  so  at  the  outset,  while  the  condensed  part  is  not  inflatable. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  lung  which  was  partly  atelectatic  immedi- 
ately after  birth  may  subsequently  become  perfectly  inflated.  On  the 
other  hand  there  is  reason  to  beheve  that,  if  the  atelectasis  persist  long, 
the  lung  becomes  incapable  of  inflation.  If  the  child  survive,  the 
applied  walls  of  the  lung  alveoli  adhere  and  an  actual  obliteration  of 
the  latter  occurs.  The  part  gradually  atrophies,  and  it  has  been  sup- 
posed that  cicatrices  sometimes  seen  in  the  adult  lung  and  without  any 
obvious  cause  may  have  this  origin. 

The  question  arises  here  whether,  after  inflation  of  the  lung,  por- 
tions or  the  whole  may  again  collapse.  We  shall  see  immediately 
that  collapse  occurs  in  the  adult,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
it  does  not  occur  in  the  new-born  infant.  There  are  undoubted  cases 
of  children  who  have  lived  over  twenty-fours  and  have  cried,  in  whose 
bodies  the  lungs  have  been  found  with  only  one  island  here  and  there 
of  inflated  luna;. 

Collapse  of  the  Lung  is  of  frequent  occurrence.  In  some  cases  it 
IS  due  to  direct  compression  of  the  lung  ;  the  air  is  simply  squeezed  out 
of  It.  Usually  this  arises  from  the  presence  of  fluid  or  air  in  the 
J^leuraUavity.  In  that  case  the  collapsels  not  unlikely  to  be  only  pa7- 
tial  that  is  to  say,  the  air  vesicles  are  only  partly  emptied  and 
readdy  recover.  But  if  the  exudation  is  great  and  remains  long,  then 
the  lung  may  be  pressed  upwards  and  backwards  and  come  to  form 
merely  a  red  fleshy  layer  flattened  against  the  chest  wall.  This  condi- 
tion is  often  called  CAEnification,  and  in  it  the  tissue  appears 
<lark  y  pigmented,  the  absence  of  blood  and  the  packing  together  of 
tne  lung  tissue  exaggerating  the  existing  carbonaceous  pigmentation 
The  cause  mentioned  above  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  in  pro^ 

the  snin.    '".'"^  Curvature  of 

t^e^  sometimes  causes  such  a  nairowing  of  a  iS^iT^Tlh^ 
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chest  that  the  hmg  is  squeezed  or  collapsed.  Aneurisms  or  tumours 
may  also  compress  the  lung,  but  they  more  frequently  cause  collapse  hy 
obstructing  the  bronchi.  Even  distensionofjhe  abdomen,  by  pressing 
the  diaphragm  upwards  and  limiting  the^"cliest  space,  may  cause  a  par- 
tial collapse.  A  great  distension  of  the  pericardium  may  have  a  similar 
effect. 

A  very  important  cause  of  collapse  is  obstruction  of  bronchi.  To  a 
limited  extent  collapse  is  exceedingly  frequent  in  bronchitis,  much  more 
frequent  than  is  usually  supposed.  The  collapse  very  often  appears  in 
the  form  of  small  wedge-shaped  dej^ressions  at  the  edges  of  the  lungs, 
and  may  be  almost  concealed  by  neighbouring  emphysematous  lung. 
^  But  sometimes,  especially  in  children,  the  collapse  may  be  much  more 
extensive.  The  mode  in  which  this  collapse  occurs  has  been  well 
described  by  Gairdner.  If  a  pellet  of  mucus  obstructs  a  bronchus 
it  generally  does  so  at  a  bifurcation.  The  bronchus  is  partially  ob- 
structed, and  the  pellet  of  mucus  being  movable,  acts  to  a  certain 
extent  like  a  valve ;  it  is  pushed  out  into  the  larger  tube  during  ex- 
piration, and  being  drawn  back  against  the  bifurcation  in  inspiration  stops 
the  tube.  In  this  way  the  escape  of  air  during  expiration  is  allowed, 
but  the  entrance  of  air  during  inspiration  prevented.  The  respiratory 
movements  will  thus  act,  to  a  certain  extent,  hke  an  air  pump,  and  the 
portion  of  lung  tissue  concerned  will  be  gradually  emptied  of  air. 

There  is  another  way  in  which  collapse  probably  occurs  when  a 
bronchus  is  obstructed.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  lung  tissue^js 
elastic  and  that  left  to  themselves  thealveoli  collapse  and  theirwalls 
:;;^;^TTisBlve  n  a  bro-SHEusnSr^structed,  therefore,  and 

c"kwcation  with  the  external  air  withdrawn,  the  absorption  of 
oxy-en  will  soon  reduce  the  bulk  of  the  contained  air,  and  cause  a  re- 
duction of  its  elastic  pressure.  The  elasticity  of  the  lung  tissue,  again, 
will  cause  pressure  to  be  exercised  on  the  air,  and  absorption  of  the 
gases  of  the  air  will  be  thus  promoted.  It  has  been  proved  that  such 
absorption  actually  occurs,  first  of  the  oxygen,  then  of  the  carbomc  acid, 
the  nitrogen  being  slowest  of  absorption.    The  lung  of  course  coUapses 

as  the  air  is  absorbed.  ^-  • 

It  has  just  been  stated  that  collapse  from  bronchial  obstruction  is  mos 
common  in  the  bronchitis  of  children,  but  it  is  necessary  to  observe  tha 
in  children,  in  whom  the  form  called  capillary  bronchitis  is  common  it  s 
often  accompanied  by  a  condition  which  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  or  coha^, 
namely  lobular  condensation.    The  catarrhal  process  m  the  bionch 
readdy  passes  in  children  to  the  lung  alveoli,  and  the  catarrhal  products 
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fill  these  up,  causing  condensation  of  a  portion  of  the  tissue  which  has 
a  wedge-shaped  configuration  similar  to  that  of  the  collapsed  portion. 
Of  course,  these  two  conditions  may  co-exist  in  the  same  lung,  or  we 
may  even  have  a  combination  of  them,  the  collapsed  lung  becoming  the 
seat  of  cataiTh,  and  so  passing  into  the  condition  of  condensation. 

HYPEETEOPHY  OF  THE  LUNG. 
A  case  occurred  recently  to  the  author  which  distinctly  manifested 
the  characters  of  COMPENSATORY  hypertrophy  of  the  lung.  The  left 
lung  was  of  very  small  dimensions,  especially  the  upper  lobe,  which 
appeared  merely  as  a  membranous  structure  in  which  dilated  bronchi 
would  be  felt.  There  was  no  pigment  in  this  lobe,  and  not  a  trace  of 
lung  parenchyma.  The  lower  lobe  contained  the  ordinary  carbonaceous 
pigment  in  hmited  amount,  but  was  greatly  reduced  in  size. 

The  right  lung  was  of  very  unusual  volume,  extending  across  the 
middle  line,  so  that  its  edge  reached  beyond  the  left  nipple.   The  enlarge- 
ment seemed  to  be  due  to  an  addition  of  lung  tissue  at  the  anterior 
parts.    The  supra-clavicular  part  of  the  apex  of  the  lung  had  the 
normal  form  and  size,  and  its  anterior  border  indicated  the  position 
of  the  normal  anterior  margin.    What  should  have  been  the  anterior 
margin   was   indicated   by   this.     Beyond  this,  however,  a  bulky 
piece  of  lung  extended  into  the  other  half  of  the  chest.    This  part  of 
the  lung  had  not  the  appearances  of  emphysema,  at  least  in  any  con- 
siderable degree.   The  right  ventricle  of  the  heart  was  greatly  enlaro-ed 
and  the  pulmonary  artery  showed  a  remarkable  thickening  of  its  wall' 
there  being  scarcely  any  difference  between  it  and  the  aorta 
^    The  absence  of  pulmonary  tissue  in  the  upper  lobe  of  the  left  lun- 
-indicated  that  the  collapse  had  been  of  long  standing,  while  the  entire 
absence  of  pigment  showed  that  if  not  congenital  it  had  occurred  in 

sato'v  dt     f  of  the  right  lung  was  thus  compen- 

satory, dating  from  a  period  when  the  organ  was  in  a  state  of  growth 

i!TtZTTVir  '1         '"^^  -  person 

felhat  b  A  '  '"^  ^^"^"-^        I'^t-  months  of  his 

without^  ^^^^rkable  thickening  of  the  pulmonary  artery 

without  any  appearance  of  atheroma,  also  seems  to  point  to  a  comJJ 

pressure    Tt  1  ^?     ,  accommodating  itself  to  the  increased  blood- 

equal  size  on  the  tt  jdi  °'       ''''''''  ^--^^  of 

2  K 
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PULMONARY  EMPHYSEMA. 

This  name  inchides  two  distinct  lesions,  in  one  of  which  air  escapes 
into  the  connective  tissue  of  the  lungs  and  distends  the  connective  tissue 
spaces,  while  in  the  other  the  alveoli  are  over-distended  and  vaiious 
other  changes  result,  but  the  air  does  not  escape  from  its  natural 
chambers.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  first  form  is  comparable  with  surgical 
or  cutanoous  emphysema,  while  the  second  is  essentially  different.  The 
one  form  is  called  interlobular  or  interstitial  emphysema :  the  other,  which 
is  much  commoner,  is  named  vesicular  emphysema  or  simply  emphysema. 

Interlobular  Emphysema  occurs  when  the  air  vesicles  are  rup- 
tured and  the  air  escapes  into  the  interstitial  tissue.    The  air  vesicles 
may  be  actually  torn  open  by  a  broken  rib  coming  against  the  lung,  or 
by  the  lung  being  directly  wounded.    On  the  other  hand  it  occasionally 
happens  that  the  air  vesicles  rupture  from  acute  over-distension.  We 
shall  see  afterwards  that  over-distension  usually  produces  the  other 
form  of  emphysema,  but,  if  very  acute  and  very' extreme,  it  may  lead 
to  an  actual  rupture  of  the  air  vesicles.    A  sudden  obstruction  of  a  con- 
siderable bronchus,  causing  imperfect  inflation  of  a  portion  of  lung, 
may  cause  such  serious  over-distension  of  other  parts  as  to  lead  to 
actual  rupture  of  the  air  vesicles.     More  commonly  it  is  the  result 
of  very  violent  expiratory  efforts  generally  with,  but  sometimes  with- 
out, obstruction  of  the  air  passages.   It  has  been  met  with  in  hoopmg- 
cough,  in  diphtheria,  and  in  violent  coughing  from  the  inhalation  of 
irritating  material.    The  violent  efforts  with  closed  glottis  cause  such 
compression  of  the  air  in  the  alveoli,  that  at  some  place  the  vesicles 
rupture.  As  seen  after  death  the  air  appears  in  the  form  of  minute  rows 
of  bead-like  bubbles,  visible  through  the  pleura.    These  rows  of  beads 
demarcate  the  lobules.    Occasionally  there  are  larger  bulte,  winch  have 
been  known  to  rupture  externally,  and  so  lead  to  pneumothorax,  ihe 
air  sometimes  travels  along  the  connective  tissue  for  some  distance,  ]ust 
as  we  find  in  the  case  of  subcutaneous  emphysema.    It  may  pass  to  tne 
root  of  the  lung,  and  from  there  up  along  the  trachea  and  out  to  the 
subcutaneous  tissue  of  the  neck,  and  so  lead  to  a  surgical  en^physema 
This  has  led  in  some  cases  to  a  mistake  in  diagnosis,  as  Vircliow  has 
pointed  out.    Interlobular  emphysema  sometimes  occurs  m  diphtiieiia, 
ind  may  lead  to  subcutaneous  emphysema  in  the  ^^^^ust  m^jtioned^ 
But  if  tracheotomy  has  been  performed,  it  may  be  thought  that  the 
emphysema  has  taken  origin  in  the  wound. 


VESICULAE  EMPflYSEMA. 


515 


Vesicular  Emphysema. — In  this  condition  the  air  vesicles  are 
over-distended,  and,  by  partial  atro^Dhy  of  their  walls,  to  some  extent 
coalesced,  but  ^Wthout  any  actual  tearing  of  thenx.  It  will  be  clear  that 
the  distension  must  be  frequently  repeated  or  permanent,  and  we  have 
to  consider  to  what  it  may  be  due.  Of  course  the  distensile  force  is 
in  the  air  within  the  air  vesicles,  and  it  may  be  exercised  either  in 
inspiration  or  expiration. 

When  the  glottis  is  closed,  and  expiration  violently  performed,  then 
the  air  in  the  vesicles  will  be  at  an  increased  pressure.    The  expiratory 
elfort  is  produced  by  the  muscles  causing  the  movable  walls  of  the  chest 
to  be  pressed  against  the  lung.    The  contraction  of  the  abdominal 
muscles  presses  the  diaphragm  upAvards,  while  the  ribs  are  depressed. 
The  lung  is  thus  compressed,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  supported  by 
the  structures  which  compress  it,  and  the  same  force  that  increases 
the  pressure  helps  the  lung  tissue  to  resist  it  by  increasing  the  support. 
When  the  glottis  is  closed,  the  whole  lung  may  be  regarded  as  one 
cavity,  and  the  pressure  will  be  universally  diffused.    It  may  be 
expected,  therefore,  that  if  any  part  of  the  lung  be  insufficiently  sup- 
ported, the  distensile  force  Avill  tell  especially  there.     The  question 
therefore  arises,  Are  there  any  parts  where  the  lung  is  not  fully 
supported  by  the  chest  walls  ?    If  a  deep  breath  be  taken,  the  glottis 
closed,  and  the  act  of  expiration  vigorously  performed  for  a  few  seconds, 
we  find  in  our  own  feehngs  indications  that  the  lungs  are  over- 
distended,  mainly  at  the  anterior  parts' and  the  parts  above  the  clavicles. 
We  can  easily  understand  how  this  should  be.    The  anterior  part  oflK^ 
chest,  by  reason  of  the  flexibihty  of  the  costal  cartilages,  is  more  mov- 
able than  the  rest  of  it,  and  the  anterior  edges  of  the  lungs,  as  we  can 
see  in  an  animal  whose  chest  is  laid  open  while  artificial  respiration  is 
carried  on,  have  very  free  play.    Then,  above  the  clavicle  the  lung  is 
obviously  less  supported  than  where  the  chest  has  bony  walls.  We 
shall  see  afterwards  that  these,  with  one  or  two  other  parts,  are  those 
m  which  emphysema,  when  due  to  frequent  expiratory  eff'orts,  occurs 
most  typically. 

It  will  be  obvious  that  if  the  lung  tissue  has  lost  in  elasticity 
the  permanent  dilatation  of  the  air  vesicles  will  occur  more  easily,  and 
Mall  readily  extend-to  parts  more  fully  supported  than  those  mentioned 
in  the  torm  to  be  afterwards  referred  to  under  the  name  of  Senile 
^mphysema,  there  is  a  loss  of  elasticity  from  the  atrophy  of  old  age 
liut  there  seems  to  be  in  some  cases  a  general  loss  of  elasticity,  and  it 
appears  as  if  such  a  condition  were  hereditary  to  some  extent  It 
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is  true  that  frequent  over-distension  will  cause  atrophy  of  the  elastic 
tissue  of  itself,  but  it  is  quite  apparent  that  in  many  individuals  there 
is,  to  begin  with,  loss  elastic  tissue,  or  it  is  less  resistant,  and  so  we  have 
a  predisposition  to  emphysema,  sometimes  inherited. 
f    We  have  still  to  inquire  under  what  circumstances  frequent  or ^ 
violent  expiratory  efforts  are  made  witir'closed^j^lottjs.  Coughing 
imphes  such  elortsTand  it  is  in  diseases  where  coughing  is  a  prominent 
feature  that  we  are  to  look  for  emphysema  from  this  cause.    It  is  met 
with  pre-eminently  bronchitis.    It  also  occurs  in  hopping-cough, 
occasio^ISTlfhr'^TO^  and  ~even  in  the  violent  expiratory  efforts  of 
parturition,  although  in  the  last  two  cases  interlobular  emphysema  is 
more  likely  to  occur  from  the  sudden  and  violent  nature  of  the  disten- 
sion.   As  chronic  bronchitis  is  peculiarly  a  disease  of  more  advanced 
hfe,  we  may  expect  that  a  preliminary  atrophy  of  the  lung  tissue, 
implying  a  loss  of  elastic  tissue,  plays  a,n  important  part  in  the  produc- 
tion of  emphysema  in  a  large  number  of  cases. 

We  turn  now  to  cases  in  which  the  air  vesicles  are  over-distended 
during  INSPIRATION.    A  large  number  of  cases  of  what  is  called  WM^ 
PKNSATQRY  or  VICARIOUS  EMPHYSEMA  belong  to  this  class.    If  a  part  ot 
the  lungdoes  not  distend  fully  in  inspiration,  there  must  either  be  a 
fallin-  in  of  the  chest  to  a  corresponding  extent,  or  else  an  over-disten- 
sion of  another  part  of  the  lung  in  order  to  fill  up  the  space.    To  what 
extent  one  or  other  or  both  of  these  will  occur  is  determmed  by  circum- 
stances, chiefly  by  the  situation  of  the  insufficiently  distended  part  and 
the  time  occupied  in  the  occurrence  of  the  lesion.    There  are  many 
different  circumstances  under  which  compensatory  emphysema  may 
occur    If  a  portion  of  the  lung  is  collapsed,  the  neighboui'ing  part 
often  undergoes  emphysematous  distension.    It  occurs  thus  m  bron- 
cMt's  and  the  wedges  of  collapse,  already  referred  to,  are  often  fringed 
S  emi^iysema.    We  see  it  also  around  cicatrices  in  phtlusis,  or  along 
Tith  bronchiectasis  in  fibroid  phthisis.    Emphysema  occurs  sometime 
to  a  remarkable  extent  in  connection  with  general  adlresions  of  the 
llZ  anTthe  emi>lrysema  is  often  very  marked  at  the  anterior  parts^ 

lldu:  7^  shifting  of  the  lung.    But  now  if  one  luiig  is 
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bound  down  by  firm  general  adhesions,  this  play  of  the  lung  is  pre- 
vented, and  the  distension  of  the  lung  as  a  whole  is  hindered.  There 
may  be  as  a  result  deficient  movement  of  that  side  of  the  chest  as 
a  whole.  The  sternum  will  continue  to  rise  during  inspiration,  how- 
ever, and,  in  order  to  fill  up  the  space,  one  of  two  things  will  happen 
—either  the  other  lung,  if  not  also  adherent,  will  be  over-distended  and 
project  beyond  the  middle  hne,  or  else  an  emphysema  will  occur  at  the 
anterior  pai-ts  of  the  adherent  lung ;  this  latter  is  very  frequently  seen. 

It  is  sometimes  stated  that  emphysema  occurs  in  cases  of  condensa- 
tion of  the  lungs,  as  in  pneumonia  and  especially  in  phthisis.  We  have 
here  to  do  mth  conditions  in  which  the  air  vesicles  are  filled  up  with 
sohd  material  and  air  does  not  get  in;  the  finer  bronchi  are  at  the  same 
time  plugged.  The  air  vesicles  are  not  necessarily  distended  with  the 
material,  but,  being  plugged,  they  do  not  expand  during  inspiration. 
For  this  reason  the  chest  in  phthisis  is  often  immobile  in  its  upper  part, 
and  it  may  even  fall  in  somewhat  even  without  the  formation  and 
collapse  of  a  cavity.  On  the  other  hand,  this  deficient  expansion 
may  lead  to  a  compensatory  emphysema. 

There  is  still  another  way  in  which  it  is  asserted  emphysema  occurs 
in  the  inspiratory  phase.  If  the  bronchi  be  partially  obstructed,  the 
more  powerful  inspiratory  muscles  may  be  able  to  overcome  the  obstruc- 
tion while  the  exi^iratory  forces,  which  normally  depend  mainly  on  the 
elasticity  of  the  lung,  may  do  so  much  less  efiiciently.  At  each  inspira- 
tion, therefore,  the  air  vesicles  are  over-distended,  and  are  only  partially 
relieved  in  expiration,  so  that  there  is  an  almost  continuous  condition  of 
dilatation,  which  readily  passes  into  emphysema.  This  applies  chiefly 
to  the  case  of  bronchitis,  and  especially  where  the  smaller  bronchi  are 
partially  obstructed  by  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane.  This  view 
does  not  now  meet  with  very  general  acceptance,  especially  as  in 
bronchitis  the  coughing  gives  frequent  violent  expiratory  acts. 

We  have  next  to  consider  the  anatomical  changes  which  occur  in 
the  lung  tissue  in  emphysema.  We  have  to  do  with  air  spaces  of 
irregular  shape  and  separated  by  partial  partitions,  and  as  the  distensile 
force  acts  from  within,  its  tendency  is  to  distend  equally  and  so  render 
the  spaces  globular.  The  ultimate  bronchial  tubes  terminate  in  the 
elongated  passages  called  from  their  shape  infundibula.    From  these 

around  the  mfundibula  and  are  mere  pouches  out  from  them  The 
W  wilUct  first  on  the  infundibulum  with  its  system  of  air 
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vesiclos,  causing  distension.  The  tendency  will  he  to  vendei'  the  outline 
more  glohulai-  and  the  cavity  simpler.  The  ])artiti(.ns^sci)aratin;;-  tlu- 
iilvf^nli  atrODhy,  "■■^'l  ^ho.  iniinidihnlum  exf)an(^     '  '  '  ' 


s  into  a  sini 


{a  a  in  Fig.  224).    Thus  while  more  sjjace  is  occuined  there  is  less 


Fig.  224.— Section  of  the  hmg  in  empliysema,  early  stage.    The  infuudibula,  a,  a,  a,  are 
dilated,    x  100.  (Rindfleisch.) 

piratory  surface.  The  infundihulum  continues  to  expand  and  meets  with 
other  infundibula  undergoing  a  similar  process.  By  mutual  pressure  the- 
adjoining  tissue  atrophies,  and  the  two  communicate  by  such  rounded  aper- 
tures as  are  shown  in  Fig.  225.  The  larger  cavity  tends  to  become  simpler 
by  atrophy  of  all  partitions  and  septa,  and  so  the  process  goes  on  b}- 
coalescence  of  neighbourin.^-  spaces  and  atronhv  of  the  ])artitions.  The 
enlarged  air  r|—  pmrlnnP.d  .nre  of  various  sizes,  up  to  considera1)lg 
N-esicles  or  bullae.  With  this  atrophy  there  is  great  loss  of  tissue  and 
of  blood-vessels.  Before  the  actual  destruction  of  the  blood-vessels  the 
pressure  seems  to  cause  obstruction  of  them  so  that  they  are  not  able  to 
be  injected  and  appear  as  white  cords.  It  is  stated  that  this  obstruction 
is  effected  by  the  formation  of  white  thrombi.  The  epithelium  for  the 
most  part  persists  in  the  distended  air  spaces,  but  it  is  frequently  m  a 
state  of  fatty  degeneration.  It  may  happen  that,  as  m  Fig.  225,  the 
wall  of  the  alveolus  has  atrophied  except  the  epithelium,  and  the  actual 
apertures  are  formed  by  its  being  shed.  Of  most  importance  is  the 
atrophy  of  the  elastic  tissue,  because  on  this  accoimt  the  lung  tissue 
be^vented  from  collapsing  as  it  normally  does. 
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The  changes  in  the  lungs  visible  to  the  naked  eye  are  in  accordance 
witli  these  alterations  in  the  finer  structure.    In  the  first  place  the 


Fig.  22o.— Emphysema  of  Imig,  portion  of  the  wall  of  aii  alveolus.  There  are  several 
rounded  apertures  In  some  parts,  and  especially  at  right  hand  corner,  an  aperture  seems 
to  be  formmg  by  the  separation  of  epithelium  which  has  come  to  form  the  entire  thick- 
ness of  the  alveolar  wall,    x  600.  (Thierpelder.) 

changes  described  clause  the  affected  lung  tissue  to  talcp.  up  more  room. 
and  there  will,  therefore,  be  enlargement  of  the  lung  varying  in  extent 
and  situation  according  to  circumstances.    If  the  emphysema  be  at 
all  extensive  the  lungs  as  a  whole  appear  more  bulky,  and  when  the 
chest  is  laid  open  they  may  appear  as  if  bulging  out  at  the  aperture. 
This  appearance  is  not  altogether  due  to  the  enlargement,  but  to  a 
certain  extent  it  is  related  to  the  fact  that  as  the  elastic  tissue  is  largely 
lost  the  lungs  do  not  retract  in  the  normal  fashion.    The  increase 
of  bulk  is  usually  most  manifest  at  the  anterior  mar^-ins  which,  in 
bronchitis  at  least,  are  the  most  frequent  seats  of  the  lesion.  The 
margins  are  unduly  voluminous  and  the  edges  rounded.    It  not  in- 
frequently happens  that  certain  portions  of  the  anterior  margins  undergo 
special  enlargement,  a  projecting  piece  of  lung  becoming  by  its  increase 
in  bulk  partially  isolated.    The  tongue-shaped  projection  at  the  edo-e  of 
the  left  lung  corresponding  with  the  lower  part  of  the  heart,  often 
presents  considerable  elongation  and  partial  separation. 

Another  locality  where  emphysema  is  often  very  manifest  is  the  base 
Here  there  are  frequently  rounded  prominences  projecting  ag^TII^Fiir 
'liaphragm,  and  the  diaphragmatic  surface  of  the  lung  as  a  ^hote  may  be 

wheie  the  diaphragm  is  not  supported  by  a  solid  organ  as  it  is  on  the  right 
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side  by  the  liver.  Aj^ain  tlie  enhirgement  is  very  frequent  at  the  apices. 
It  has  been  pointed  out  ])y  Jenner  that  the  rigKt  lung  often  presents  a 
special  liulging  posteriorly  at  a  place  coi'responding  to  the  space  behind 
the  trachea. 

Tlie  localization  will  bo  more  various  where  the  emphysema  is 
compensatory,  and  in  that  case  will  depend  gi-eatly  on  the  locality 
of  the  cause.  Thus  we  see  it  around  cicatrices  or  contracted  pieces 
of  lung,  but  in  nearly  all  cases  there  is  a  tendency  to  affect  especially  the 
anterior  parts. 

In  all  these  places,  with  increase  of  bulk  in  general  there  is,  even  to 
the  naked  eye,  a  visible  enlargement  of  the  air  spaces.  Normally,  the 
individual  air  vesicles  are  scarcely  visilde,  but  in  emphysema  the 
abnormal  air  sixaces  are  plainly  seen  throut^di  the  pleura,  often  giving  a 
frothy  appearance  from  the  size  of  the  vesicles  and  the  delicacy  of 
the  partitions.  Beyond  this  we  may  have  all  degrees  of  visible  enlarge- 
ment of  the  air  spaces  up  to  considerable  bladders  as  large  as  an  egg. 
The  emphysematous  portion  is  unduly  pale,  and  gives  a  soft  do^vny  . 
-  feeling  to  the  touch.  On  cutting  into  it  there  is  often  a  creaking,  crisp 
sound,  and  if  the  vesicles  are  large  they  collapse  markedly. 

We  have  still  to  consider  some  of  the  effects  of  emphyseivla. 
on  other  parts.    The  lungs  are  permanently  increased  in  bulk,  and  the 
capacity  of  the  chest  is  correspondingly  increased.    The  chest  is  kept 
more  or  less  in  the  condition  of  deep  inspiration,  the  diaphragm 
depressed  and  flattened,  the  shoulders  elevated,  the  sternum  pushed 
forwards  and  outwards,  and  the  chest  more  or  less  barrel-shaped.  The 
heart  is  depressed  along  with  the  diaphragm  and  placed  more  horizon- 
tally, while  it  is  overlaid  by  the  edges  of  the  lung.    The  liver  is  pushed 
downwards  by  the  flattened  diaphragm.    The  emphysema  has  a  serious 
effect  on  the  circulation.    We  have  seen  that  there  is  obstruction  and 
destruction  of  the  blood-vessels  in  the  lung,  and  this  reacting  on  the 
pulmonary  artery  causes  engorgement  of  the  right  ventricle.    The  right 
ventricle  is  induced  to  hypertrophy  by  reason  of  the  increased  strain 
thrown  on  it,  and  by  more  vigorous  efforts  it  may  to  a  great  extent 
compensate  for  the  obstruction  and  send  enough  blood  through  the 
reduced  channels.    But  the  compensation  may,  as  the  disease  advances 
be  insufficient,  and  so  we  have  insufficient  aeration  of  the  blood  and 
dilatation  of  the  right  ventricle  mthout  corresponding  hypertrophy. 
On  this  follow  all  the  serious  results  of  venous  engorgement  already 
referred  to.     The   dilatation  of  the  heart  is  more  apt  to  ensue 
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if,  from  imjjerfect  nutrition  of  the  heart,  the  muscular  fibre  undergoes 
fatty  degeneration,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact  the  actual  fatal  result  is 
often  traceable  to  fatty  degeneration  allowing  of  very  severe  venous 


engorgement 


Senile  Emphysema  is  primarily  an  atrophy  of  the  lung  tissue  along 
with  atrophy  of  the  other  tissues  of  the  body.  The  lung  in  this  form  does 
not  become  more  voluminous,  but  rather  retracts  and  becomes  softer  and 
more  phable.  On  opening  the  chest  the  lungs  are  found  much  reduced  in 
bulk  and  collapsed  against  the  posterior  wall  of  the  chest.  The  normal 
weight  of  the  lungs  is  about  441  ounces  in  the  male  and  35  ounces  in 
the  female,  but  in  senile  emphysema  they  may  be  only  two-thirds 
of  this  weight.  The  air  vesicles  undergo  changes  similar  in  appearance 
to  those  in  ordinary  vesicular  emphysema;  .their  walls  atrophy  and  the 
infimdibula  coalesce  so  as  to  form  larger  cavities,  but  this  is  by  a  simple 
process  of  atrophy.  On  examining  the  lung  the  increased  size  of  the 
air  spaces  may  be  invisible  at  first,  but  if  the  lung  be  distended,  or  if 
after  laying  it  open  by  incision  it  be  floated  in  water,  the  large  vesicles 
become  visible.  Of  course  old  people  are  subject  to  bronchitis,  and 
senile  atrophy  may  strongly  predispose  to  the  more  ordinary  form 
of  emphysema. 


DISOEDERS  OF  THE  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  LUNGS. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  pulmonary  arteries  arP.  tbiTi-w.n..l 
aMthat^irmus 

of  bloocTIpressure,  therefore,  will  tell  with  full  force  on  the  pulmonary 
circulation  The  capillaries  are  abundant  and  closely  set,  and  are 
capable  oi  great  distension.  Their  dilatation  will  cause  them  to 
project  mto  the  air  vesicles,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  they  some- 
times interfere  seriously  with  the  inflation  of  the  air  vesicles 

ACTIVE_  HYPER.EMIA-This  is  a  condition  which  we  have  few 
opportumties  of  actually  observing,  but  which  is  to  be  inferred  as 
X  herT  circumstances.    It  has  been  a  matter  of  question 

rapaWe  b!-/;"?'  T  ^^^^^^  contractions  is 

tX  a  .^  r^"'^^^  '''''''  °f  *he  lungs.    But  to 

^e:rXTfm^^  '''''''  of  W,,  'J 
and  a  feeW  of  n        •  ''?"^^P^^^^^^  ^«     i«  ^ith  severe  palpitation 

"per  "a^^^^^^^^^^  ^«  ^ue  to  an  active 

ypera^mia  of  the  lungs  from  this  cause.    The  exertion  of  the  body 
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sends  more  blood  to  the  right  ventiicle  and  also  stimulates  the  heart 
to  increased  exertion.  A  larger  amount  of  blood  is  forced  into  the 
pulmonary  artery,  and  at  a  greater  pressure.  Thus  the  feeling  of 
oppression  and  breathlcssness  may  be  due  to  the  overloading  of  the 
vessels,  and  perhaps  to^  some  extent_to  the  insufficient  inflation  of^  the 
alveoli.  In  some  persons  this  condition  is  l)rought  about  by  very  slight 
exertion,  their  hearts  being  peculiarly  excitable ;  or  it  may  occur  with- 
out any  exertion  at  all.  In  persons  with  damapjcd  hearts,  in  whom  the 
imlmonary  civculation  is  already  somewhat  engorged,  a  very  slight  in- 
crease in  the  force  of  the  heart  may  bring  on  a  further  hyperiemia  such 
as  to  lead  to  severe  dyspnrea.  Thus  we  know  that  persons  suffering 
from  mitral  disease  find  great  difficulty  even  in  ascending  a  stair. 

An  acute  hypertemia  sometimes  develops  as  a  COLLATERAL  HYPER- 
EMIA.   Cases  have  been  recorded  in  which  a  person  while  heated  has 
drunk  large  quantities  of  cold  water,  and  has  immediately  been  attacked 
by  great  dyspnoea,  which  has  even  been  fatal.    Hertz  has  related  a 
case  in  which  a  workman,  while  much  heated,  went  into  a  vault  and 
drank  a  quantity  of  water  which  he  had  cooled  Avith  ice.    He  was 
immediately  seized  mth  the  most  intense  dyspnoea,  and  soon  began  to 
expectorate  a  bright  red  sputum.    In  this  case  there  was  eAddently  an 
acute  hyperemia,  which  would  probably  have  proved  fatal  but  for 
timely  venesection.     The  exact  mode  of  occurrence  of  such  severe 
hypersemia  has  been  made  the  subject  of  experimental  investigation 
Quantities  of  ice-cold  water  have  been  introduced  into  the  stomach 
in  animals,  while  the  blood-pressure  was  registered  by  a  kymograph 
connected  mth  the   carotid.     The  result  was  an  immediate  and 
very  marked  increase  of  blood-pressure.     The  cause  of  mcrease  in 
pressure  was  not  the  absorption  into  the  blood  of  an  excess  ot 
fluid,  because  an  equal  quantity  of  warm  water  injected  directly 
into  the  veins  produced  no  such  rise.    The  explanation  is  that  the 
cold  water  reduces  the  temperature  not  only  in  the  stomach  but  m 
the  organs  around.    The  result  of  this  application  of  cold  is  contraction 
of  arteries,  and  as  in  this  neighbourhood  there  are  a  large  number  of 
arteries-those  of  the  stomach  itself,  the  splenic,  the  hepatic,  and  the 
mesenteries,  with  their  numerous  fine  ramifications  in  the  mesen  ery 
and  intestine-their  sudden  contraction  at  once  raises  the  ^00^^'^^ 
sure,  and  this  acts  niost  readily  backwards  on  thejungs.    On  smnla 
'^mds  we  may  e^JkhHlTbreathlessness  which  one  experiences  1 
lining  into  cold  water.    Here  the  arteries  of  the  skin  contract  and 
tWisk^  of  pulmonary  congestion  is  greater  if  the  cutaneous  arteries 
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have  been  pecuHai-ly  relaxed,  as  when  the  person  has  been  much 
heated  beforehand. 

A  simple  active  hyperfemia  of  the  lungs  seldom  gives  rise  to  oedema. 
We  have  already  seen  this  to  be  the  case  in  regard  to  active  hypersemia 
in  general,  and  it  especially  applies  here.  In  the  case  which  we  have 
cited  from  Hertz  there  was  curvature  of  the  spine,  and  some  contrac- 
tion of  the  thorax,  and  this  may  have  had  to  do  with  the  severity  of  the 
hyperiemia  and  the  occurrence  of  oedema  as  evidenced  by  the  rales  in 
the  chest  and  the  expectoration. 

Passive  Hyper.emia  and  Pulmonary  (Edema.— Passive  hypersemia 
is  of  much  more  frequent  occurrence  than  that  just  considered.    In  the 
regular  course  of  post-mortem  examinations,  we  very  frequently  find 
that  the  dependent  parts  of  the  lungs  present  a  dark  blue  colour  due  to 
the  vessels  being  over-filled  with  blood.    This  condition  is  commonly 
called  HYPOSTATIC  engorgement,  and  to  a  certain  extent  it  is  really  of 
post-mortem  occurrence,  the  blood  gravitating  to  the  dependent  partTof 
the  lungs,    in  many  cases,  however,  it  has  existed,  at  least  partly,  dur- 
ing hfe,  especially  when  it  is  associated,  as  it  commonly  is,  with  oedema. 
This  condition  arises  most  frequently  in  persons  whose  hearts  are 
weakened  by  debihtating  diseases,  and  itjrequently  dev^.^^^p,^ 
before  death.    In  a  large  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  of  debilitating 
diseases  we  find  just  before  death  the  chest  full  of  rales  and  the  breath- 
mg  much  obstructed,  and  it  is  in  these  cases  that  we  find  hyperemia 
and  cedema  after  death.    Or  the  engorgement  and  oedema  may  occur  in 
the  midst  of  a  debihtating  disease,  such  as  typhus  fever,  when  they 
are  regarded  as  of  very  serious  import.    Sometimes  an  oedema  develops 
with  remarkable  suddenness,  and  seriously  endangers  life. 

It  has  been  stated  above  that  the  hypeiv^mia  and  oedema  in  these 
cases  are  connected  with  weakening  of  the  heart,  but  it  is  not  easy  to 
see  how  this  should  produce  such  results,  especially  when  they  are  of 
sudden  occurrence.  When  the  blood  is  already  deteriorated,  as  in 
typhus  fever,  and  when  by  reason  of  the  weakness  of  the  heart  the  circu- 
lation IS  very  sluggish  in  the  capillaries  of  the  lung,  we  can  understand  the 
occurrence  of  engorgement  and  oedema,  just  as  in  these  diseases  we  mav 
have  gangrene  of  the  toes.    Here  the  absence  of  the  proper  renewal  of 

f  tran^^^^^^^^      T  T'''  "^^^"'^^  ^^^^^  -^'^^^ 

d Z  atiniT  ^'^^  consequence  of  some 

debihtating  disease,  not  only  weakness  of  the  heart,  but  deterioration  of 
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the  blood,  and  these  together  may  account  for  the  occurrence  of  the 
ongorgomont  and  oedema. 

But  there  are  some  cases  in  which  oedema  occurs  suddenly,  and 
without  any  previous  antemia  or  morbid  condition  of  the  blood. 
Some   of  these    are  cases   of   Bright's  disease,   and  the  cedema 
here  is   of  similar  import  to  that  of  the  skin  in  that  disea-  . 
There  are  cases,  however,  chiefly  of  heart  disease,  in  which  a  sudden 
oedema  occurs  and  is  sometimes  fatal.     These  cases  can  hardly  be 
accounted  for  by  a  simple  weakening  of  the  heart  as  a  whole,  or 
else  we  should  have  ojdema  in  cases  of  syncope  in  which  there  is 
simple  failure  of  the  heart.    An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  account 
for  it  by  supposing  increase  of  blood-pressure  in  the  pulmonary  circula- 
tion.   It  has  been  shown  by  Cohnheim,  from  experiments  on  animals, 
that  in  order  to  produce  pulmonary  oedema  the  blood-pressure  must  Ije 
enormously  increased,  much  more  than  is  ever  likely  to  happen  from 
simple  mechanical  interruption  to  the  circulation  in  the  ordinary  way. 
This  author  has  found,  however,  that  if  the  left  ventricle  be  paralysed 
while  the  right  keeps  beating  vigorously,  we  may  have  such  an  increase 
of  blood-pressure  as  to  cause  oedema  of  the  lungs.    The  weakened  left 
ventricle  does  not  empty  itself,  and  acts  as  an  obstruction  to  the  retimi 
of  blood  from  the  lungs,  and  the  obstruction  is  so  great  that  the  right 
ventricle  cannot  overcome  it.    It  might  be  objected  to  this  that  if  the 
left  ventricle  is  thus  paralysed  the  systemic  circulation  will  be  at  a 
standstill,  and  very  little  blood  will  find  its  way  to  the  right  ventricle. 
But  we  have  to  consider  that  in  such  patients  there  is  lu'gent  dyspnoea 
^ath  violent  inspiratory  efforts  which  have  the  effect  of  sucking  the 
blood  into  the  chest.    The  diastole  of  the  right  heart  also  acts  m  the 
way  of  drawing  blood  towards  it.    These  cases  then  of  sudden  oedema 
may  be  accounted  for  by  weakening  of  the  left  ventricle  while  the  right 
remains  vigorous.    AnT^ecial  overstraining  of  the  left  ventricle  may 
cause  sudden  paralysis  of  it.   It  is  not  improbable  also  that  immediately 
before  death  the  pulsations  of  the  left  ventricle  may,  m  many  cases  ■ 
cease  before  those  of  the  right,  and  that  the  ordinary  cedema  at  the  end 
of  debilitating  diseases  may  have  partly  a  similar  origin.  _ 

When  the  lungs  are  examined  after  death  in  cases  of  passive  liyper- 
«.mia,  they  present  a  dark  blue  colour  which  is  often  limited  to  the 
posterior  parts  and  those  towards  the  base.  If  oedema  co-exists,  as  it  so 
often  does',  the  tissue  is  bulkier  and  more  sohd.  If  the  lung  be  divi 
with  the  knife  and  the  organ  squeezed,  a  frothy  flmd  mixed  ^vith  lood 
issues  from  the  cut  surface,    If  the  cBdema  exists  without  much  I13  per 
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semia  the  lung  is  pale,  but  bulky  and  heavy,  and  a  watery  fluid  exudes 
from  the  cut  surface.  The  condition  of  hypersemia  with  oedema  is 
sometimes  called  splenization,  because  the  tissue  is  like  that  of  the 
spleen  in  its  naked-eye  characters.  Examined  minutely  it  is  found  that 
the  capillaries  are  distended  and  the  air  vesicles  filled  with  serous  fluid 


in  which  leucocytes  and  red  corpuscles  are  present 

If  this  condition  persists,  it  usually  passes  gradually  into  an  inflam- 
matory condition.  Fibrine  is  exuded  into  the  air  vesicles,  but  it  is 
mixed  with  serous  fluid,  and  does  not  give  that  extreme  solidification  to 
the  lung  which  we  find  in  acute  pneumonia.  The  lung  is  more  solid 
than  in  splenization  however,  and  the  colour  is  not  so  deep.  In  some 
cases  we  find  a  close  approximation  to  actual  hepatization,  and  there 
may  even  be  breaking  down  of  the  inflammatory  products,  as  in  the 
later  stages  of  a  pneumonia,  so  that  on  squeezing  the  lung  a  grumous 
fluid  exudes  from  the  cut  surface. 

Passive  Hyperemia  of  the  Lungs  from  Heart  Disease.— This 
subject  has  to  a  large  extent  been  treated  of  in  previous  paragraphs, 
but  some  special  points  remain  to  be  considered.    In  mitral  disease 
especially,  there  is  a  constant  obstruction  to  the  return  of  blood 
from  the  lungs,  which,  in  many  cases,  is  largely  compensated  by 
hypertrophy  of  the  right  ventricle,  but  even  when  it  is  so  the  pul- 
monary circulation  will  be  constantly  at  an  increased  pressure,  and 
there  will  be,   consequently,    a  more  or  less  p^.n^.f  passive 
teemia.    This  passive  hyper^emla  has  varioi^^^^^M^^Tj^g 
The  most  prominent  of  these  during  life  is  bronchitis,  a  more  or  less 
persistent  catarrh  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane.    Another  result 
IS  the  condition  designated  igROWN  induration    In  this  as  in  other 
cases  of  prolonged  passive  hypersemia,  the"  connective  tissue  of  the  I 
^^2^hickened  and  increased  in  den.if.v'.n  ^..i. 
dition  was  described  by  Rokitansky  as  an  inflammatory  hypertrophy  of 
the  connective  tissue.    AUhejameJ^^  the  capillaries  L  r^Z.L,  y 
a^ndered  tortiious.    T^is  condition  ^nhTtapillaries  is  ren^^f^  ^ 
obvious  by  separating  a  piece  of  lung  tissue  by  a  ligature,  placing 

Wdtd  ''''''       ^P^"^-  «how'  the  n' 

axged  and  varicose  capillaries  as  a  brownish -red  network  The 

the  sputum  a  to  T  '''''  these  give 

sputum  a  bloody  appearance.     Hemorrhage  occurs  also  Lto  9 
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the  connective  tissue,  and  the  result  is  a  pigmentation,  the  colouring 
matter  existing  in  the  form  of  granules  contained  in  The  connective 
tissue  corpuscles.  The  l)lood  in  some  of  the  capillaries  may  stagnate 
altogether,  and  in  that  case  the  capillaries  will  come  to  he  represented 
by  a  network  of  brown  pigment. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  lung  corresponds  to  the  finer  char- 
acters. As  a  whole  the  lung  is  more  consistent,  and  does  not  retract  so 
fully  as  usual  when  the  chest  is  laid  open.  The  colour  is  brownish, 
but  it  varies  considerably  both  in  different  cases  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  same  lung.  There  may  I'^e  a  general  brownish  colour,  or  there 
may  be  lighter  and  darker  pieces,  according  as  local  haJmorrhages  ha\T- 
occurred  more  or  less  recently. 

We  must  remember  that  the  hsemorrhagic  infarction  occurs  mainly 
in  cases  of "  heart  disease,  but  has  a  different  origin  as  appears  in  Ih.' 
next  section. 

The  Hemorrhagic  Infarction.— This  condition  has  already  been 
the  subject  of  study  when  treating  of  embohsm  at  p.  37.  We  there 
saw  that  the  pulmonary  artery  and  its  branches  are  end-arteries,  and 
that  obstruction  of  one  of  them  is  likely  to  produce  the  haemorrhagic  in- 
farction We  saw,  however,  that  two  circumstances  render  this  result 
less  uniform  in  the  lungs ;  in  the  first  place,  the  wide  capillaries  may 
act  as  anastomosing  vessels,  and  so  the  circulation  may  be  kept 
up  sufficiently  to  prevent  diapedesis  ;  and,  in  the  second  place  the 
bronchial  artery  keeps  the  lung  tissue,  to  a  certain  extent,  nouiushed. 
We  saw  that  when  the  infarction  occurs  it  is  likely  to  form  at  the  pen- 
phery  of  the  lung,  especially  towards  the  edges  where  the  lung  substance 
L  covered  on  more  than  one  side  with  pleura.  The  infarction  forms 
the  -  ^^^o^^'^r<i  course  from  the  veiniintoihe^]^^ 

TbT^SSrScome  engorged,  and  th^jed^orpu sol e^^^  pass  throu,^| 

-But  the  temorrhagic  infarction  appears  to  form  sometimes  as  a 
result  ratlier  of  thrombosis  than  of  embolism  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
ntse:  especially  of  mitral  disease,  there  may  he,  "^"^ 
obstruction  of  the  circulation  in  the  lungs,  an  actual  stasis  m  t he 
caSar  s  and  it  the  stasis  extends  backwards  to  the  pulmonary  ar- 
2f  Tly  induce  coagulation  there.  If  thrombosis  occurs  m  h 
pvdm  nary  artery,  then  the  blood  in  the  corresponding  ve^ns  u 
Ca  backward  course  as  before,  and  the  previous  engorgement 
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the  vessels  from  tlie  mitral  disease  will  render  this  all  the  more 
likely;  the  cajjillaries  will  be  distended,  and  diapedesis  will  result. 
A  hciemorrhagic  infarction  occurring  in  this  way  will  closely  resemble 
one  having  an  embolic  origin,  and  the  thrombus  may  be  itself  hardly 
distinguishable  from  an  embolus.  The  infarction  will,  like  the  other, 
have  a  wedge-shape,  with  its  blunt  end  toAvards  the  surface.  It  may 
be  added  that  this  mode  of  origin  is  much  less  common  than  the  other, 
but  that  an  embolus  is  often  increased  in  size  by  thrombosis,  and  may 
not  obstruct  till  added  to  by  thrombosis. 

The  ajjpearances  of  the  htemorrhagic  infarction  are  such  as  result 
from  distension  of  the  air  spaces  with  blond,  If  quite  recent  it  is  of  a 
dark  blue  colour,  dense  to  the  feeling;,  and  rn,,ip  less  wedge- 
shaped,  Avith  the  apex  inwards.    It  may  present  all  varieties  of  size 


blJif -coSu-Ider^tf onet"^^^^^  'T^'         alveolus  is  fiUed  with  red 

capillaries  are  g^^eatly^^stendedTitt  §foo^*' x'^sto'^  ''''  '"^l^^^l^^ 

y  ^0  h^Jf  the  lung^    As  the  infarction  is  mostly  iDeriuheral  it  ^ 
br^ftSnSi=n.y  fte  dark  colon,  seen  thro^'X  J 
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it  is  inoro  easily  discovered  by  handling  the  lung  when  the  solid  mass 
is  readily  detected.  At  first  it  looks  on  section  like  a  recent  blood 
clot,  and  has  almost  a  similar  smooth  surface,  but  as  time  goes  on  the 
colour  merges  into  brown,  and  the  appearance  may  come  to  reseml)le 
that  of  red  hepatization.  As  blood  fills  the  air  spaces  the  piece  of  lung 
is  more  bulky  than  that  surrounding  it.  The  infarction,  therefore,  is 
often  seen  as  a  rounded  bulging  beneath  the  pleui-a,  or  when  the  lung 
is  divided  it  stands  at  a  higher  level  than  the  surrounding  tissue.  The 
pleura  over  the  infarction  is  usually  covered  with  a  layer  of  filmnous 
exudation  of  a  yellow  colour,  and  the  pleural  cavity  contains  fluid,  often 
in  considerable  quantity. 

Under  the  microscope,  as  shown  in  figure  226,  we  have  simyjly  an 
enormous  aggregation  of  red  corpuscles  in  the  1mm  alveoli  and  finer 
bronchial  tubes,  with  distp.nsjmi  of  the,  '^^^^  There 

is""usually  hardly  a  trace  of  fibrine  to  be  seen,  merely  red  coqDuscles 
which  have  esca^editX-dia^ied^aifi,  and  perhaps  a  few  catarrhal  cells. 

If  the  patient  live  for  some  time  after  the  occurrence  of  the  infarc- 
tion certain  changes  occur  in  it,  but  there  are  few  actual  observations 
bearing  on  this  point.     It  is  very  probable  that  in  some  cases  the 
infarction  clears  away;  the  blood  is  discharged  by  exiDectoration,  and 
the  circulation  is  re-established,  but  the  portion  of  lung  is  unduly  pig- 
mented.   In  other  cases  the  portion  of  lung  gradually  shrmks,  and  the 
ultimate  result  is  a  pigmented  induration.    Indurations,  probably  of 
this  origin,  are  not  infrequently  met  with  in  cases  of  valvular  disease. 
In  still  other  cases  the  portion  of  lung  tissue  dies  and  sloughs,  so  that  a 
cavity  forms.    This  condition  has  probably  been  often  mistaken  for 
phthisis,  especially  as  it  has  probably  been  preceded  by  h^moptysis^ 
Sometimes  the  slough  decomposes,  and  we  have  all  the  features  of 
gangrene  of  the  lungs.   It  may  seem  strange  that  necrosis,  which  is  the 
^ec^ular  result  in  other  organs,  is  not  of  more  constant  occurrence  m  the 
lun-s     It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  lung  tissue  m  the 
midst  of  the  infarction  is  still  nourished  by  the  bronchial  artery,  and 
that  while  the  capillaries  and  actual  walls  of  the  alveoli  may  die,  the 
interlobular  connective  tissue  may  survive,  and  may  even  use  the 
necrosed  tissue  as  pabulum. 

EMBOLISM  OF  THE  PULMONARY  Artery  has  been  referred  to  in 
its  relations  to  the  h^^hagic  infarctioi,  but  we  f  ^^^'^^^ 

that  it  by  no  means  uniformly  leads  to  that  result.  U  the  m.m 
artery  of  a  lung  be  obstructed  the  infarction  cannot  ocu^,  because 
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the  obstruction  of  the  artery  the  lung  is  deprived  of  blood.    But  even 
when  smaller  branches  are  occluded  the  infarction  may  be  absent. 
Cases  of  sudden  death  after  partnritinTi  nrmir  from  embolic  obstruction 
of  the  lungs  without  any  infarction.    The  suddenness  of  death  in  some 
of  these  cases  seems  to  indicate  that  it  is  not  due  entirely  to  the  obstruc- 
tion in  the  lungs  and  consequent  non-aeration  of  the  blood.    It  seems 
rather  due  in  great  measure  to  the  fact  that,  as  the  blood  is  prevented 
from  reaching  the  left  ventricle  in  sufficient  amount,  the  brain  and 
medulla  oblongata  are  deprived  of  their  proper  nourishment.     In  such 
cases  the  right  ventricle  will  be  found  dilated,  while  the  lungs  are  pale 
and  probably  over-inflated  by  the  violent  but  ineffectual  respiratory 
efforts.   These  sudden  deaths  after  confinement  used  to  be  explained  as 
cases  of  shock  before  Virchow  pointed  out  their  true  significance. 


jS^i:*"  ?-So,r;Ss.s'Ss  S 

Whgnaie  subcutaneous  fat  has  been  much  torn  by  Mnr.  „r  when  in 
fat  rendered  fre   bv  tt  1 

carried  by  the  veinf  tl  tb     T  t     "  ^he  fat  is 

y  me  veins  to  the  right  heart  and  thence  to  the  luno-s.  It 

2  L 
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floats  in  the  blood  as  larger  or  smaller  drops,  and  it  may  obstruct 
branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  of  not  inconsiderable  size,  and  fre- 
quently produces  extensive  injection  of  the  capillaries  (see  Fig.  227). 
If  the  obstruction  be  extensive,  even  though  the  capillaries  are  the 
vessels  mainly  affected,  then  serious  results  may  follow.  We  may  have 
diapedesis  and  condensation,  but  in  a  scattered  irregular  form.  When 
ttTh^ngs  are  laid-  open  by  incision,  the  fat  drops  may  sometimes  be 
detected  with  the  naked  eye  by  their  glancing  character  as  they  have 
issued  on  the  cut  surface. 

Pulmonary  Hemorrhage. -We  have  still  to  refer  to  certain  forms 
besides  the  hsBmorrhagic  infarction.  The  haemorrhage  which  occurs  in 
heart  disease,  and  which  leads  on  to  brown  induration,  has  been  con- 
sidered already.  That  which  so  frequently  occurs  in  phthisis  will  be 
taken  up  afterwards.  Then  there  is  hemorrhage  in  consequence  of 
tearing  of  the  lung  by  a  broken  rib  or  othemvise.  It  is  asserted  also 
that  tSere  may  be  rupture  of  a  branch  of  the  pulmonary  artery  from 
fatty  degeneration  of  its  walls,  as  we  may  have  hemorrhage  m  the  bram 
from  atheroma,  but  this  is  excHively  rare.  _ 

In  the  case  of  tearing  or  rupture  there  is  a  massive  hemorrhage 
and  the  blood  forms  a  cavity  for  itself  just  as  it  does  m  a  cerebral 
hemorrhac^e.  To  such  conditions  some  would  apply  the  name  pulmon- 
„,Ly,  but  as  this  is  more  frequently  used  to  designate  ^he 
hemorrhagic  infarction,  it  is  perhaps  better  to  discontinue  its  use.  Ac- 
corXg  to  Rokitansky,  blood  thus  effused  may  become  encapsuled  and 
subsequently  become  infiltrated  with  lime  salts  like  a  foreign  body. 

X  the  hemorrhage  is  from  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  or 
the  lun<^  alveoH,  then  it  appears  in  the  sputum.  To  some  exten  ,  how- 
ever the  blood  remains  in  the  air-passages,  and  if  it  be  m  considei^ble 
;:ntit;  ifly  even  be  carried  in  -sKlei^ble  quan.^^^^^^^^^^^^  W 
L  .  Theblooc^in^t^^  , 
'^fZTZZ^^^.  as  a  foreign  bocly  irritates  the  tissue 

^heL  Jls  may  be  deeply  stained  with  the  colounng  matte,  of 

"ntis  stated  that  biood  ^^^^  St^^Ze 
cause  necrosis  of  the  lung  t,ss„e     »l»ch  »  g  ^^^^^^ 

condition  like  that  of  the  infarction.    This  may,  pern  1  . 
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the  lung  is  already  seriously  damaged,  as  in  jihthisis  indmonalis,  but 
hardly  in  an  othermse  healthy  lung.  It  is  also  possible  that  blood  may 
be  drawn  into  cavities  and  form  fibrinous  plugs  there. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

Acute  Pneumonia.— This  is  a  disease  essentially  of  the  lung  alveoli, 
and  as  the  most  prominent  feature  is  the  exudation  of  fibrine  into  the 
alveoli,  it  is  frequently  called  croupous  pneumonia.    Its  causation  is 
somewhat  obscure.    In  considering  the  causation  of  inflammations  in 
general  we  have  already  referred  to  the  fact  that  an  irritant,  such  as 
carbohc  acid,  conveyed  by  the  blood  to  the  lungs  may  produce  pneumonia. 
The  fact  that  the  disease  aff"ects  whole  lobes  of  the  lung  is  also  in  favour 
of  the  view  that  the  irritant  is  conveyed  by  the  blood.    Many  physi- 
cians regard  it  as  belonging  to  the  group  of  zymotic  diseases,  and  in 
favour'  of  this  is  the  fact  that,  while  usually  endemic,  it  sometimes 
assumes  an  epidemic  prevalence.   Lately  Koch  and  others  have  asserted 
that  a  bacillus  is  present  in  the  lung  tissue.     Koch  finds  it  in  the 
alveoli,  but  only  in  places  where  the  disease  is  advancing,  the  condition 
m  this  respect  resembling  that  in  erysipelas. 

The  disease  is  an  acute  inflammation,  and  as  the  lung  alveoli  possess 
merely  a  single  layer  of  pavement  epithelium  the  inflammation  re- 
sembles that  of  serous  rather  than  of  mucous  membranes.  As  in 
the  former  we  have  here  a  fibrinous  exudation,  and  though  this  occurs 
primarily  and  mainly  in  the  alveoli,  the  fibrine,  as  we  shall  see,  gener- 
aUy  extends  to  the  finer  bronchi,  forming  casts  of  them. 

Pneumonia  has  been  divided  into  three  stages,  a  preliminary  one  of 
engorgement,  a  second  one  of  hepatization,  Avhich  is  divided  into  two 
divisions,  red  and  grey  hepatization,  and  lastly  the  stage  of  resolution 
iiy  separating  the  second  stage  into  its  two  divisions  we  shall  have  four 
stages,  under  which  arrangement  it  will  be  considered  here,  namely 

iXSld  t^^^  ^-^^^  p-^- 

iniecl?  ^'f''^^''.'^^'  °f  ENGORGEMENT,  the  lung-capillaries  are  highly 
injected,  and  there  is  an  exudation  of  serous  fluid  into  the  air  vesiclef 

to  the?        ''^'^^  "  -      ^         red  It* 

P  tthtd     On  u^  ''''''''  *°  '^^^^^^ 

nl  c^L  Zrr:  "™  ^^^^       ^--e  does 

Wier  b?       7  ^  "^^'^  ^^t^^ral  state.  Though 

heavier  than  usual,  the  diseased  portion  of  lung  still  contains  some  Sr 
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and  therefore  usually  floats  in  water.   This  state,  from  the  resouil>lance 
of  the  cut  surface  of  the  diseased  lung  to  the  spleen,  has  Ijcen  called 
SPLENIZATION.    So  far  as  the  merely  anatomical  condition  is  concerned 
the  lung  is  very  much  in  the  same  state  as  in  passive  hyperaemia  and 
cedema,  such  as  we  see  in  the  ordinary  hypostatic  engorgement,  and 
we  have  seen  that  the  same  term  splenization  is  applied  there.    In  the 
present  case,  however,  the  splenization  is  not  localized  in  the  dependent 
parts  as  in  the  other,  but  it  affects  a  definite  region  of  lung,  generally  the 
lower  lobe  as  a  whole,  along  with,  perhaps,  a  portion  of  the  upper.  The 
hyperemia  and  oedema  are,  of  course,  inflammatory  in  character,  and 
the  serum  is  the  inflammatory  exudation.    Like  other  inflammatory 
exudations,  this  fluid  contains  leucocytes  and  also  red  blood  corpuscles, 
sometimes  in  large  numbers.   As  the  alveoli  are  filled  with  serous  fluid, 
the  air  bubbling  in  and  out  among  it  during  respiration  produces  the  fine 
crepitation  which  is  the  characteristic  auscultatory  sign  of  this  stage. 

In  the  second  stage,  that  of  RED  hepatization,  we  have  fibrine  ex- 
uded from  the  overfilled  capillary  vessels.    In  consequence  a  coaguluni 
(Fig.  228)  comes  to  occupy  the  lumen  of  the  vesicles 
""""^"^        and  infundibula,  instead  of  the  mixture  of  serous  fluid 
and  air  which  is  present  in  the  first  stage.    But  the 
coagulum  is  not  entirely  composed  of  the  fibrine 
eftused  from  the  vessels;  it  contains,  in  addition, 
abundant  leucocytes  and  red  corpuscles  which  are 
often  so  abundant  as  almost  to  conceal  the  fibrine. 
The  fibrine  may  be  detected  as  a  coarse  network 
with  interlacing  fibres  (Fig.  229).    The  capillaries  of 
™^  the  lung  are  in  much  the  same  state  of  over-distension 

as  in  the  first  stage,  and  the  lung-parenchyma  is 
Fig.  22s.-cast  of  small  i-Ug^ige  little  altered.   The  red  corpuscles  are  present 

bronchus     infimdibuia  i^^^^  •  _  j.-  „  TVioi- 

and  air  vesicles  in  pneu-  .^^         alveoH  in  Very  Varying  propoition.  inej 
ZtL^A  ^         are  never  entirely  absent,  but  in  general  form  the 
minority  of  the  total  cells  present;  in  some  cases  they  are  equal 
Tth    white  ones,  in  some  more  abundant.  In 
they  are  so  abundant  that  the  exudation  has  more  the  character 
tney  aie  fibrinous  exudation.     In  these  latter 

^\rtS  Z  b  described  as  b— agio  pneumonia,  tbe  h„,g 
•S  tfl  colour.     These  are  mostly  very  severe  cases, 

and  mpTy  aprev  ousstate  of  debility  in  tbe  patient,  very  commo.Jy 
efeZl  to  ilcobolie  excess.    In  aecordanco  «th  th.s 
blood  corpuscles  we  have  in  this  and  in  the  precedmg  st,age,  the  rusty 
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tinge  of  the  sputum  wliich  is  characteristic  of  pneumonia.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  hmg  in  this  stage  is  somewhat  different  from  that  in  the  first. 


It  retains  its  red  colour,  both  from  the  continuance  of  the  congestion  of  the 
capiUanes  and  from  the  red  corpuscles  in  the  exudation.  But  it  is  now 
much  firmer  and  heavier-it  does  not  crepitate  under  the  knife  or 
feldr  o"     r  lo"g-  contained  in  the 

away  so  that  the  diseased  part  appears  enlarged.  Even  on  external 
exammat,„n  the  affected  part  of  the  lung  lool^^  bulky.  On  more  ebse 
2^7T;  ™'  '''^  homogeneous  velvery  "  a 

t  re'retr^"'*^"""'       "  ^^^^^^ 

undoubtedly  the  ni  " ,  of  fih  ''^"Stt  out  are 

vesicles.    Hyou  sS,  '      TP"'"'"'  ^''"'^  ^i-- 

m^y  succeed  ^.e  H„  ™  '''"''^  °*       inife  you 

whfch.  under  thf  mlr        °  T'^  °'       ^^'^'^^  ^""i  -^"-"b'ula 
the  microscope,  have  the  appearance  shown  in  figure  228. 
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If  the  bronchial  tuljcs  Ijc  cut  open  with  scissors,  the  finer  ones  will 
generally  be  found  to  contain  fine  casts  of  soft  fibrine,  as  if  the 
exudation  had  overfiowed  from  the  alveoli  into  them.  The  appearance 
of  a  section  of  such  a  lung  has  been  compared,  from  its  solid  charactei', 
granular  surface  and  colour,  to  that  of  the  liver,  hence  the  name  hepa- 
tization applied  to  the  second  stage.  The  solidified  lung  is  a  much 
l)etter  conductor  of  sounds  than  that  filled  with  air ;  hence,  during  life, 
we  hear  the  sounds  of  the  trachea  and  bronchi  much  more  distinctly 
than  usual ;  it  is  as  if  you  put  the  stethoscope  over  the  trachea  itself. 

The  third  stage,  that  of  grey  hepatization,  develops  naturally  out 
of  the  second  (Fig.  230).   In  the  earher  periods  red  corpuscles  are  exuded 


Fig.  230.— Section  of  King  in  grey  hepatization.  The  alveoli  filled  with 
plugs  in  which  are  multitudes  of  round  cells.  In  the  sti-oma  the  usual 
carbonaceous  pigmentation  of  the  lung  is  seen  at  lower  part  of  figure. 
X  90. 


largely,  but  except  in  cases  of  a  heemorrhagic  kind  the  white  very  much 
preponderate  in  the  later  periods.  The  leucocytes  swarming  into  the 
alveoli  cover  up  the  red  corpuscles.  The  additional  material  in  the 
vesicles  also  causes  pressure  to  be  exercised  on  the  cajDillaries,  ivhich  are 
thereby  emptied.  In  this  way  we  have,  instead  of  the  previous  hyper- 
Eemia,  an  anaemia  of  the  tissue.  In  accordance  with  the  much  less 
abundance  of  red  blood,  and  the  presence  of  an  additional  number  of 
colourless  cells,  the  colour  of  the  tissue  is  changed.    It  retains  the  firm 
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character,  and  the  granular  appearance  of  the  previous  stage,  hut  the 
colour  is  grey.  The  pigment  of  the  lung  intermixed  with  the  white 
colour  of  the  multitudinous  cells  gives  the  appearance  which  has  been 
aptly  described  as  marbled. 

In  the  last  stage,  that  of  RESOLUTION  and  PURULENT  INFILTRATION, 
the  luna:  returns  to  its  normal  condition.  In  some  cases  the  cells  and 
fibrine  in  the  air  vesicles  undergo  fatty  degeneration,  and  the  plugs 
soften.  The  fat  is  partly  absorbed,  but  to  a  large  extent  the  degener- 
ated corpuscles  are  expectorated.  In  other  cases  the  leucocytes  go  on 
accumulating  in  the  air  vesicles,  and  as  the  fibrine  degenerates  and 
softens  the  alveoli  come  to  contain  what  is  virtually  j)us.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  lung  in  these  two  conditions  is  not  very  different,  as  the 
emulsion-like  fatty  material  is  not  unlike  pus.  The  lung  is  still  solid, 
still  sinks  in  water,  but  its  firmness  is  gone,  its  surface  is  pale,  yellowish, 
or  greyish  red,  it  has  lost  the  granular  appearance,  and  a  greyish,  dirty 
fluid  oozes  out,  which  makes  the  surface  so  slippery  that  a  small  por- 
tion is  with  difficulty  lifted  or  held  in  the  fingers.  The  tissue  is  also 
extremely  soft,  and  tears  under  the  mere  pressure  of  the  fingers.  In 
removing  such  a  lung  from  the  body,  unless  care  is  exercised,  pressure 
of  the  fingers  may  rupture  the  tissue,  and  as  the  pus  or  emulsion  flows 
into  the  cavity  it  may  give  rise  to  the  apj^earance  of  abscesses  in  the 
midst  of  the  lung.  This  stage  may  be  looked  on  as  the  preparation  for 
the  removal  of  the  exudation;  which  takes  place  by  the  degeneration 
and  absorption  of  the  young  cells,  and  by  their  expectoration.  The 
exudation  must  have  very  thoroughly  softened  before  it  can  make  its 
way  through  the  narrow  neck  of  the  infundibulum  into  the  bronchus. 
After  the  infundibula  and  vesicles  are  emptied  the  blood  returns  in  full 
force  into  the  capillaries.  Instead  of  the  anaemia  we  have  indeed  a 
hypersemia,  for  the  tissue  has  been  weakened  by  the  inflammation,  and 
is  less  able  to  resist  the  blood-pressure  than  formerly.  It  should  be 
remembered  in  practice  that  the  lungs  of  a  pneumonic  patient  take 
some  time  to  recover  from  the  eff"ects  of  the  inflammation,  and  great 
exertion  during  convalescence  should  be  warned  against,  till  the  tissue 
has  recovered  its  tone. 

While  the  above  is  the  most  common  termination  of  Pneumonia 
sometimes  it  does  not  issue  so  fortunately.  The  purulent  infiltration 
may  involve  the  lung  tissue,  and  by  its  sloughing  an  abscess  may  be 
formed.  In  this  way  we  may  have  one  or  several  abscesses  of  various 
sizes,  or  several  may  coalesce  into  one  of  larger  dimensions.    In  the 
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wall  of  the  abscess  a  considci'aljle  vessel  may  ru])ture,  and  so  we  may 
have,  prof  use  hsemori'liage.  The  aljscess  may  su])sequently  l)ui'st  into  a 
bronchus  or  the  pleura,  in  the  latter  case  producing  empyema  and 
perhaps  pneumothorax. 

Another  unfortunate  result  which  sometimes  occurs  is  gangrene  of 
the  lung.  This  is  mostly  met  with  in  the  haemorrhagic  form  and  in 
drunkards,  but  it  may  occur  where  there  is  a  bronchiectatic  cavity  with 
decomposing  contents. 

There  are  some  cases  of  pneumonia  which  end  in  PHTHISIS  PULMON- 
ALIS,  and  that  either  in  the  indurative  or  caseous  form.  This  outcome 
is  rare,  and  only  occurs  in  persons  predisposed  to  phthisis.  Another 
rare  result  is  chronic  pneumonia,  whose  description  follows  below.  It 
is  more  common  than  the  termination  in  phthisis,  and  is  probably  mis- 
taken for  the  latter  not  infrequently. 

The  PLEURA  always  takes  part  more  or  less  in  the  inflammation  of 
the  lung.  The  pleural  surface  of  the  inflamed  portion  of  lung  is  coated 
with  a  white  fibrinous  exudation,  which  is  sometimes  of  considerable 
thickness.  There  is  rarely  any  considerable  serous  exudation  in  the 
pleura,  probably  because  the  lung  distended  with  the  solid  exudation 
fills  the  cavity,  and  by  its  pressure  prevents  the  acciimulation  of  fluid. 
Sometimes  the  pleural  exudation  takes  on  a  purulent  character,  and  an 
empyema  may  remain  after  the  resolution  of  the  pneumonia.  In  some 
cases  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  pericardium,  on  the  surface  of 
which  there  may  be  a  slight  fibrinous  exudation. 

Pneumonia  is  an  acute  febrile  disease,  and  so  produces  secondary 
changes  in  the  organs  of  the  body,  generally  comparable  with  those  in 
acute  specific  fevers.  There  is  commonly,  but  not  always,  enlargement 
of  the  spleen.  The  liver  is  usually  enlarged,  and  shows  parenchymatous 
infiltration. 

Chronic  Pneumonia.— This  name  is  one  whose  significance  is 
somewhat  ambiguous,  and  it  will  be  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  define 
the  meaning  attached  to  it  here.  We  include  those  conditions  in  which 
the  lung  tissue  is  the  seat  of  a  simple  chronic  inflammation,  without 
anything  of  a  tubercular  or  otherwise  specific  nature.  The  simplest 
cases  are  those  in  which  an  acute  pneumonia,  instead  of  resolving, 
passes  into  a  chronic  condition.  In  addition  to  that  we  may  have  a 
chronic  inflammation  set  up  by  the  inhalation  of  irritating  particles,  as 
among  potters,  stone-hewers,  etc.    In  old  persons  ordinary  pneumonia 
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is  apt  to  be  chronic,  and  it  may  therefore  be  said  that  senile  pneumonia 
is  inchided  imder  the  present  head.  To  a  certain  extent  the  same  is 
true  of  pneumonia  in  drunkards,  and  in  debilitated  persons,  especially 
when  it  affects  the  apex  of  the  lung. 

The  chronic  inflammation  here,  as  in  other  organs,  is  chiefly  charac- 
terized by  a  new-formation  of  connective  tissue,  so  that  INDURATION 
of  the  lung  is  the  result.    In  this  view  of  it  the  terms  chronic  inter- 
stitial pneumonia,  cirrhosis,  sclerosis,  fibroid  phthisis,  are  sometimes 
used  as  being  virtually  of  the  same  meaning  as  chronic  pneumonia. 
But  here  it  is  necessary  to  distinguish  very  carefully.    We  shall  see 
afterwards  that  there  is  a  form  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  in  which  a  great 
new  formation  of  connective  tissue  occurs,  but  the  inflammation  in  that 
case  is  due  to  the  tubercular  virus.    In  the  disease  at  present  under 
consideration  there  is  no  such  ii-ritant  present,  and  the  inflammation  is 
simple.    The  proper  tubercular  fibroid  phthisis  is  a  much  commoner 
condition  than  the  simjjle  chronic  induration. 

The  appearances  presented  by  the  lung  in  cases  of  acute  pneumonia 
which  have  had  a  prolonged  course  and  have  become  chronic  are  not 


^'^^^      g-y  hepatization.    The  disease 
generally  confined  to  one  lung,  and  may  affect  only  a  portion  of  it. 
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The  lung  is  bulky  and  dense,  and  feels  solid  to  the  toucli.  When  cut 
into,  the  solid  lung  has  usuallj'  a  grey  colour,  although  sometimes  with  a 
tint  of  rod,  but  it  has  a  smoother  cut  surface  than  tliat  in  hepatization, 
and  the  tissue  is  also  tougher.  To  tliis  condition  the  name  iron-grey 
induration  may  be  aptly  applied. 

Under  the  microscope  the  conditions  are  such  as  are  indicated  in  Fig. 
231.  The  walls  of  the  alveoh  are  greatly  thickened  by  fibrous  tissue, 
which  largely  encroaches  on  the  alveoli,  the  epithelium  of  which  is 
preserved,  and  sometimes  occupies  their  interior.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  lung  as  a  whole  is  not  reduced  in  bulk,  and  that  the  alveoli 
are  in  great  part  empty,  then  the  overgrowth  of  connective  tissue  will 
be  understood  to  be  very  great.  Along  with  the  interstitial  new-for- 
mation there  is  commonly  thickening  and  adhesion  of  the  pleura.  In 
the  condition  hitherto  described,  there  is  no  considerable  obHteration 
of  the  air  vesicles  except  in  so  far  as  they  are  encroached  on  from 
without. 

If  the  disease  progresses  however,  the  new-formed  connective 
tissue  takes  on  a  cicatricial  character  and  by  its  contraction  destroys 
and  contorts  the  proper  lung  tissue.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  cirrhosis  of 
the  liver,  there  is  here  an  atrophy  of  the  normal  structure  and  a  ten- 
dency in  the  organ  to  shrink.  This  leads  to  dilatation  of  the  bronchi 
on  principles  already  enunciated,  so  that  bronchiectasis  is  a  pro- 
minent feature  in  advanced  cases  of  this  kind.  The  bronchial  secretion 
may  stagnate  in  the  dilated  bronchi  and  decompose;  the  irritation 
of  the  decomposing  juices  sometimes  causes  ulceration,  and  ragged 
cavities  may  thus  form,  so  that  the  condition  closely  resembles  that  of 
phthisis. 

Acute  Catarrhal  Pneumonia  {Broncho-pneumonia,  Capillary  Bron- 
chitis).—This  disease  occurs  most  frequently  in  children,  and  is  in 
them,  as  in  adults,  associated  with  catarrh  of  the  finer  bronchi.  So 
close  is  the  connection  between  the  pulmonary  catarrh  and  that  of 
the  bronchi  that  the  disease  may  very  properly  be  called  BRONCHO- 
PNEUMONIA. The  bronchi  are  first  affected,  and  so  it  may  be  said 
that  the  pneumonia  springs  out  of  a  capillary  bronchitis,  the 
tubes  affected  being  those  of  the  finest  calibre.  In  a  large  proportion 
of  cases  the  bronchitis  originates  in  measles,  or  it  may  occur  m  diph- 
theria, or  small-pox,  or  hooping  cough.  In  adults  it  may  follow  typhoid 
or  other  infectious  fever,  or  it  may  be  the  result  of  the  inhalation  o 
irritating  gases,  or  of  the  presence  of  decomposing  material  or  foreign 
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bodies.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  an  ordinary  bronchial  catarrh,  such  as 
was  described  in  the  section  on  bronchitis,  seldom  goes  on  to  a  catarrhal 
pneumonia,  but  that  for  the  most  part  the  latter  is  due  to  the  existence 
of  some  special  irritant  such  as  the  virus  of  measles  or  decomposing 
juices  in  the  bronchial  tubes. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  presence  of  blood  in  the  alveoli 
may  cause  it,  and  this  is  a  good  instance  of  the  action  of  a  foreign 
substance  in  its  production.  In  this  regard  it  is  interesting  that  a 
catarrhal  pneumonia  may  be  produced  in  animals  by  division  of  the 
pneumogastric  nerves.  The  pneumonia  here  seems  due  to  stagnation  of 
the  secretion  which  is  no  longer  expelled,  and  to  the  irritation  which 
this  produces. 

As  the  disease  begins  in  the  bronchial  tubes  and  is  propagated  to  the 
lung  tissue,  it  follows  in  its  distribution  the  arrangement  of  the  bron- 
chial tubes ;  that  is  to  say,  it  occurs  in  a  lobular  form.  Although  the 
disease  is  thus  primarily  lobular,  itjs  clear  that  it  will  often  occur  in 
several  neighbouring  lobules,  and  sTa  considerable  tract  of  lung  may  " 
be  involved.  This  will  be  more  particularly  the  case  when  it  is  due 
to  the  insufflation  of  irritating  substances,  which  may  be  distributed 
in  almost  all  the  lobules  of  the  luns-. 

As  the  disease  begins  in  a  catarrh  of  the  finer  bronchi,  there  is  often 
COLLAPSE  of  the  corresponding  portion  of  lung  before  any  actual 
mflammatory  processes  occur  in  it.  The  obstruction  of  the  tubes  with 
tough  secretion  sufficiently  accounts  for  this  collapse.  It  is  a  lobular 
collapse,  and  as  seen  from  the  surface  areas  of  larger  or  smaller  size  are 
depressed  and  of  a  bluish  red  colour.    These  are  mostly  to  be  found  in 

fir^jinstance  at  the  posterior  and  inferior  iparts  of  the  hin.o-.  In 
parts,  and  especially  in  the  upper  lobes/we  may  have  emphy- 
sema.  With  or  without  a  previous  stage  of  collapse,  the  inflammation 
by  and  by  extends  to  the  lung  alveoli.  There  is  a  rich  production  of 
£^tarrii^celk,  which  fill  the  alveoH  and  cause  condensation""3nEr 
lung.  The  aSected  pieces  of  lung  tissue  are  firm  and  pale,  and  again 
present  more  or  less  of  the  lobular  arrangement.  This  condensation 
ot  the  lung  tissue  may  be  more  or  less  extensive,  and  as  it  springs 
la'me  W  """^  "^^^      '  gradations  visible  in  the 

uJ!Z!fTT'"^  P''^^'^'''  ^  ^ft^r  a  time 

undergo  fatty  degeneration,  break  down,  and  be  discharged,  some  part 

tZ^r  't' lyra^^^tio.    In  some  cL, 

however,  the  result  is  not  in  every  part  of  the  lung  so  fortunate.  Foi- 
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one  thing,  the  collapse  may  never  go  on  to  a  proper  condensation,  and 
when  recovery  takes  place  the  collapsed  poi'tion  remains  nninflated. 
Or,  again,  the  catarrh  may  become  chronic,  and,  being  associated  with 
an  interstitial  inflammation,  result  in  a  permanent  induration,  the  alveoli 
being  encroached  on  by  the  growing  connective  tissue,  as  in  the  case 
of  chronic  pneumonia.  In  this  Avay,  the  person,  though  recovering, 
emerges  from  the  disease  with  a  damaged  lung  ;  according  to  the  extent 
of  the  permanent  damage  will  be  the  .shrinking  of  the  lung  and  possible 
displacement  of  organs.  Again,  phthisis  pulmonalis  may  develop  out  of 
an  acute  catarrhal  pneumonia,  but  this  is  fortunately  an  unusual  result. 

The  inflammatory  products  in  this  disease  deserve  particular  notice. 
In  the  acute  capillary  bronchitis  we  have  a  muco-purulent  material 
produced,  and  on  section  of  the  lung  little  yellow  drops  appear  on  the 
cut  surface.  In  the  alveoli  themselves  the  secretion  is  more  apt  to  con- 
tain large  cells  of  epithelial  origin  and  character,  but  here  also  pus  cor- 
puscles or  leucocytes  often  predominate  largely.  These  leucocytes  are 
very  often  not  by  any  means  confined  to  the  svirface  of  the  mucous 
membrane  and  the  alveoli,  but  are  often  present  abundantly  in  the 
connective  tissue  around  the  bronchi  and  between  the  lobules.  In  fact 
the  lung  tissue  may  be  largely  over-run  by  leucocytes,  and  the  charac- 
ters of  an  ACUTE  INTERSTITIAL  PNEUMONIA  may  be  added  to  those  of 
catarrhal  inflammation. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  the  disease  begins  in  the  bronchi, 
and  it  has  been  asserted  by  Buhl  that,  throughout,  the  inflammation 
remains  confined  to  the  bronchi,  the  inflammatory  products  found  in 
the  alveoli  being  simply  insufflated  from  the  bronchi.  This  view,  how- 
ever, can  hardly  be  maintained,  as  evidence  of  acute  changes  can  actually 
be  observed  in  the  epithelium  of  the  alveoli.  .  { 


GANGKENE  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

In  this  condition  necrosis  of  a  definite  piece  of  hmg  tissue  occurs. 
The  necrosis  is  always  accompanied  or  followed  by  decomposition,  and 
the  irritating  character  of  the  decomposing  material  plays  an  important 
part  in  the  processes  concerned.  The  gangrene  may  itself  arise  by  the 
action  of  decomposing  material.  If  a  foreign  substance,  such  as  a  piece 
of  solid  food,  gets  into  the  bronchi,  it  may  induce  a  bronchitis  with 
putrescence  of  the  secretion,  and  the  irritation  of  the  putrid  jmces  may 
induce  gangrene  of  the  lung.  Similarly,  putrid  juices  inspired  from 
ulcers  and  wounds  of  the  mouth  and  air-passages,  or  perforation  ot 
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abscesses  or  ulcers  into  the  trachea  or  bronchi  may  set  it  up.  Again, 
the  juices  in  cavities,  especially  in  those  arising  by  dilatation  of  bronchi, 
may  stagnate  and  decompose,  and  lead  to  gangrene.  Wounds  and  con- 
tusions may  cause  necrosis  directly.  Sometimes  the  lung  tissue  dies  in 
severe  cases  of  typhoid  fever  or  other  zymotic  diseases.  We  have  also 
seen  that  gangrene  may  occasionally  follow  the  hemorrhagic  infarction 
or  acute  pneumonia,  and  that  it  is  a  constant  feature  of  the  metastatic 
abscess.  Lastly,  there  are  some  cases  in  which  the  cause  of  the  gangrene 
is  obscure,  but  these  cases,  as  well  as  those  with  more  definite  cause,  are 
somewhat  common  in  persons  given  to  alcoholic  excess. 

It  is  customary  to  divide  gangrene  of  the  lung  into  a  circumscribed 
and  a  diffuse  form.  In  both  the  lung  tissue  dies  and  decomposes,  ulti- 
mately becoming  separated,  if  the  patient  survive,  as  a  shreddy  slough, 
which  occupies  the  cavity  formed  by  the  loss  of  tissue.  In  the  diflPuse 
form  there  are  gangrenous  patches  throughout  the  lung,  or  a  consider- 
able portion  of  it,  and  there  is  much  less  probability  of  the  effects 
becoming  limited  by  reactive  inflammation  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
diffuse  form  not  infrequently  develops  from  the  circumscribed,  the  de- 
composing juices  from  the  slough  causing  still  further  necrosis. 

The  various  changes  which  occur  around  a  gangrenous  piece  of 
lung,  and  in  more  distant  parts  of  the  organ,  are  related  to  the  irritating 
character  of  the  slough.     These  changes  are  mainly  inflammatory 
Ihe  immediately  neighbouring  lung  tissue  is  acutely  inflamed  and 
there  is  thus  a  zone  of  condensation  around  having  the  usual  features 
of  acute  pneumonia,  often  with  a  specially  haemorrhagic  character.  In 
this  inflammatory  zone  the  gangrene  may  advance.    On  the  other  hand 
the  slough  may  be  detached  by  the  inflammatory  process,  and  through 
time,  a  more  chronic  inflammation  having  occurred,  the  slough  may  be 
separated  from  the  lung  tissue  by  a  layer  of  granulation  tissue  which 
produces  pus  abundantly  into  the  interior  of  the  cavity.    If  the  slouch 
be  smal  enough  the  cavity  may,  after  the  discharge  of  the  slou4 
ultimately  contract  and  form  a  cicatrix,  but  in  the  case  of  larger  slou4s 
a  suppurating  cavity  may  long  remain. 

The  cff-ect  on  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane  is  of  importance  The 
deco:^.osing  juices  from  the  slough  and  from  the  inflamed  tng  tisli 

inflammation  of  a  highly  suppurative  character.    A  rich  secretion  nf 

pat  o?r  T  bi  Jchi  t  o; 

Zll!     1       l"^^^  ^^^e^'ous  small  isolated 

patches,  and  m  this  way  multiple  small  abscesses  may  occui!  ttl 
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gangrene  l)e  near  the  sui-face  an  acute  pleurisy  is  the  result  witli 
fibrinous  exudation.  Sometimes  the  cavity  opens  into  the  pleura, 
and  we  have  a  suppurative  pleurisy,  perhaps  with  pneumothorax.' 
An  occasional  complication  of  gangrene  is  hemorrhage.  As  the  slough 
separates  from  tlie  living  tissue  the  mor-e  resistant  tissues  retain  their 
connection  longest.  The  bronchi  and  larger  vessels  sometimes  remain 
as  rigid  trabecula3  in  the  midst  of  the  soft  slough.  The  arteries  remain 
longest  in  connection,  but  they  are  usually  filled  with  thromlji  and 
obliterated.  Occasionally,  however,  the  gangrene  advances  around  an 
artery  which  is  still  pervious,  and  in  that  case  haemorrhage  of  a  serious 
or  even  fatal  character  may  result.  Sometimes  the  gangrene  leads  to 
a  definite  septicaemia,  or  metastatic  inflammations  result,  having  their 
seats  especially  in  the  brain.  In  these  cases  the  decomposing  material 
gets  into  the  pulmonary  veins,  having  first  caused  thrombosis  of  them. 

A  peculiar  feature  in  gangrene  of  the  lung  is  the  very  abundant  and 
highly  putrid  sputum.  The  decomposing  juices  from  the  slough  set  up, 
wherever  they  are  carried,  acute  suppurative  inflammations,  and  the 
abundant  inflammatory  products  also  undergo  decomposition.  The 
bronchial  tubes  being  weakened  by  the  ^severe  inflammation  often 
undergo  dilatation,  and  the  material  stagnates  in  them  all  the  more,  and 
decomposes.  So  it  happens  that  in  the  cavity  itself,  and  in  the  dilated 
bronchi  there  are  usually  large  quantities  of  putrid  secretion.  This  is 
expectorated  at  intervals,  and  sometimes  so  abundantly  that  it  pours 
out  of  nose  and  mouth.  The  sputum  is  extraordinarily  foetid,  and  if 
allowed  to  stand  deposits  trij)le  phosphates,  crystals  of  margarin,  etc. 
It  also  contains  abundant  pus  corpuscles,  many  of  them  broken  down 
by  decomposition,  j)ieces  of  lung  tissue,  and  bacteria  isolated  and  in 
colonies.    Sometimes  the  sputum  contains  also  spirilla. 


PHTHISIS  PULMONALIS. 

Under  this  designation  are  included  conditions  in  which  there  is  dis- 
ease of  the  lungs,  accompanied  by  destruction  of  the  lung  tissue  and 
wasting  of  the  body.  The  disease  is  usually  progressive,  but  it  presents 
all  degrees  of  acuteness  and  the  greatest  variety  in  its  duration.  AVhen 
we  look  at  the  lung  removed  from  a  case  of  phthisis,  and  observe  the 
various  appearances,  the  cavities,  the  solidifications,  the  indurations,  the 
yellow  caseous  appearances,  and  so  on,  we  seem  to  see  nothing  but  inex- 
tricable confusion.  And  when  we  subject  the  phthisical  lung  to  micro- 
scopic examination,  the  confusion  is  hardly  reduced.    We  see  evidences 
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of  inflammation  affecting  bronchi,  alveoli,  and  interstitial  tissue ;  we  see 
the  inflammatory  products  undergoing  processes  of  degeneration  and 
organization  ;  we  see  tubercles,  also  variously  modified ;  but  the  inter- 
relation of  the  various  conditions  is  by  no  means  aj)parent.  It  is 
clear  that  there  is  some  serious  disturbing  cause  present,  but  the 
connection  of  the  various  phenomena  with  this  cause  is  not  clear. 

In  accordance  with  our  usual  method  it  will  be  proper  here  to  inquire 
Avhat  is  the  CAUSE  of  phthisis  pulmonalis.  We  shall  put  aside  in  the 
meantime  the  true  tubercles  which  are  of  almost  constant  occurrence 
in  most  forms  of  phthisis,  and  looking  merely  at  the  anatomical  changes 
in  the  lung  tissue  we  shall  find  them  comprised  under  the  two  processes 
—namely,  inflammation  and  necrosis.  The  inflammation  manifests  itself 
in  the  interstitial  connective  tissue,  in  the  alveoli,  and  in  the  bronchi ;  and 
the  necrosis  involves  inflammatory  products  and  lung  tissue.  We 'shall 
see  afterwards  that  in  diff-erent  cases  the  difi-erent  structures  of  the  lungs 
are  involved  to  a  varying  degree,  but  in  a  large  proportion  we  have  both 
catarrhal  and  interstitial  inflammations  to  some  extent.  Now,  we  have 
seen  that  inflammations  arise  as  the  result  of  the  action  of  some  irritant 
and  that  necrosis  frequently  goes  along  with  inflammation  if  the  irritant 
be  a  severe  one.  We  have  to  inquire  here  what  may  be  the  nature 
of  the  irritant,  and  what  may  be  the  cause  of  the  necrosis  which  is  such 
a  frequent  concurrent. 

There  are  some  cases  of  phthisis  which  owe  their  origin  to  syphilis 
The  syphihtic  virus,  here,  as-  in  other  organs,  gives  rise  mainly  to  an 
interstitial  inflammation.  Along  with  this  we  find,  in  some  cases  at 
intervals  that  more  pronounced  new-formation  of  granulation  tis'sue 
which  IS  designated  the  gumma.  In  the  gumma  we  have  caseous 
necrosis,  so  that  in  this  disease  we  may  have,  as  in  ordinary  phthisis 
the  combination  of  inflammation  and  necrosis.  But  syphilitic  phthisis 
IS  a  rare  disease,  and  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  of  phthisis,  syphilis 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  -f         ;  yynnii. 

There  can  now  be  little  doubt  that  in  the  ordinary  forms  of  phthisis 
there  IS  a  virus  present,  and  that  this  is  related  to  the  micro-organism 
already  referred  to  and  described  at  p.  1 64.  It  is  not  to  be  asserted  that 
the  existence  of  this  organism  explains  everything.    We  must  nresun,. 

tlpru^takes  possession,  and  all  the  progressi;;rSrrre  apt  to 
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It  may  be  well  here  to  refer  briefly  to  the  various  phases  through 
which  the  views  as  to  the  pathology  of  phthisis  have  gone  since 
the  time  of  Lsennec,  especially  as  many  of  the  terms  in  common  use 
in  connection  with  the  disease  are  related  to  some  of  these  views. 

Lsennec  believed  that  there  was  a  particular  tubercular  matter  whicli 
was  liable  to  be  deposited  in  the  lungs  or  elsewhere.  It  might  be 
deposited  in  isolated  places,  forming  miliary  tubercles,  or  infiltrated  into 
a  considerable  portion  of  lung,  forming  infiltrated  tubercle.  In  lioth 
cases  the  deposit  usually  begins  as  a  grey  transparent  structure,  which, 
however,  is  prone  to  change  into  a  yellow  or  whitish  material  which 
is  drier  and  harder.  This  yellow  material  was  called  yellow  or  crude 
tubercle,  whether  occurring  in  the  isolated  or  in  the  infiltrated  form. 
All  cases  were  regarded  as  tubercular  in  which  there  were  either  isolated 
nodules  or  extensive  infiltrations,  whether  these  were  grey  or  yellow. 

By  and  by  it  came  to  be  seen,  however,  that  many  of  the  conditions 
in  phthisis  are  simply  inflammatory.  The  minute  histological  charac- 
ters of  what  we  now  call  the  tubercle  were  discriminated,  and  the 
essentially  inflammatory  processes  were  sought  to  be  separated  from  the 
tubercular.  It  was  shown  that  the  existence  of  caseous  material  is  no . 
evidence  of  tuberculosis,  since  the  ordinary  products  of  inflammation 
and  other  new-formations,  such  as  tumours,  may  undergo  this  change, 
which,  in  its  essence,  is  really  a  necrosis  with  degeneration  of  the  struc- 
tures concerned.  In  phthisis,  then,  the  process  is  largely  an  inflamma- 
tory one,  with  the  special  tendency  in  the  products  of  inflammation  to 
imdergo  a  caseous  metamorphosis.  In  this  way  arose  Virchow's  desig- 
nation CASEOUS  PNEUMONIA — namely,  an  inflammation  with  a  caseous 
tendency  in  its  products,  just  as  scrofulous  disease  of  the  glands  is  an 
adenitis  with  a  similar  tendency. 

When  the  lungs  in  phthisis  were  more  particularly  examined,  how- 
ever, it  was  found  that  the  condition  is  not  such  a  purely  inflammatory 
one  as  Virchow's  position  would  indicate.  In  all  stages  of  the  disease 
tubercles  are  to  be  found  alongside  the  inflammatory  products.  The 
tubercles  undergo  changes  similar  to  these,  and  it  is  often  difficult  to 
discriminate  between  the  two,  especially  when  caseous  metamorphosis 
has  occurred.  But  in  nearly  all  cases  where  the  disease  is  advancing 
proper  tubercles  are  to  be  found  along  with  the  inflammatory  condi- 
tions. 

The  more  modern  position  brings  us.  back  more  nearly  to  that  of 
Lsennec.  Again  we  regard  phthisis  as  a  tubercular  disease,  Init  not 
merely  in  the  general  sense  of  Lsennec.    We  are  to  observe  carefully 
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the  inflammatory  processes  and  distinguish  their  effects  on  the  lung 
tissue.  Our  position  differs  also  from  Lsennec's  in  respect  that  he  re- 
garded a  particular  state  of  the  constitution  as  the  essential  cause  of  the 
tuberculosis.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  lungs  must  be  in  a  state 
of  suscej)tibility  before  they  can  be  affected  by  the  tubercular  virus,  but 
the  same  may  be  said  concerning  any  form  of  tuberculosis,  and  indeed 
concerning  ordinary  inflammatory  processes.  We  know  that  different 
persons,  or  the  same  i^erson  at  different  times,  are  very  variously  sus- 
ceptible to  catarrhs,  and  to  inflammations  of  all  sorts. 

We  are  to  regard  phthisis  pulmonalis  as  a  LOCAL  TUBERCULOSIS, 
in  which  chronic  inflammatory  processes  and  the  actual  formation  of 
tubercles  play  their  parts,  and  both  lead  on  to  necrosis  and  ulceration. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  observe  that  phthisis  pulmonalis  has  nothing 
to  do  with  acute  miliary  tuberculosis  of  the  Jungs.  This  condition  is 
merely  part  of  a  general  tuberculosis  in  which  the  virus  is  in  the  blood. 
Phthisis  may  indeed  give  origin  to  general  tuberculosis  by  the  virus 
getting  into  the  blood  in  suflicient  quantity,  but  it  does  so  very  rarely, 
and  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  general  tuberculosis  are  not  even 
associated  with  phthisis  pulmonahs. 

We  have  still  to  consider  the  conditions  of  the  lungs  which  pee- 
DISPOSE  to  the  occurrence  of  phthisis,  and  the  path  by  which  the 
tubercular  virus  finds  access  to  the  lungs.  All  authors  seem  agreed 
that  phthisis  is  in  many  cases  hereditary.  That  is  to  say,  persons  are 
born  with  a  condition  of  lungs  which  renders  them  peculiarly  sus- 
ceptible to  the  changes  which  are  to  be  described  below.  Taking 
the  view  that  these  changes  are  due  to  the  tubercular  virus  it  seems 
that  persons  are  born  with  constitutions  peculiarly  incapable  of  resist- 
ing the  action  of  the  virus.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that  this  is  per- 
fectly con.sistent  with  what  we  know  concerning  other  diseases.  There 
are  famiHes  in  which  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  make  the  most  serious 
ravages,  and  there  are  others  which  they  never  attack.  There  are  per- 
sons who  are  attacked  by  every  form  of  fever  in  turn,  there  are  others 
equally  exposed  who  take  none.  But,  besides  an  inherited  liability, 
there  is  an  acquired  tendency  to  phthisis.  This  occurs  principally  in 
persons  placed  in  circumstances. in  which  the  general  health  is  reduced, 
and  where  especially  the  respiratory  functions  do  not  get  justice.  Per- 
sons living  in  close  dwellings,  especially  when  at  their  work,  in  fac- 
tories and  otherwise,  they  are  in  the  habit  of  breathing  vitilted  air 
m  which,  it  may  be,  finely  divided  dust  is  abundantly  suspended' 
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frequently  acquire  a  tendency  to  phthisis  although  originally  free 
from  it. 

We  have  now  to  inquire  as  to  the  path  of  entrance  of  the  irritant 
to  the  lungs.  In  the  study  of  the  lesions  met  with  we  shall  find  that 
they  all  start  at  the  finer  bronchi.  A  catarrh  of  the  finest  bronchial 
tubes,  usually  occurring  in  a  number  of  these  simultaneously,  is  the 
starting  point  of  a  variety  of  lesions,  which,  however,  for  a  considerable 
time  remain  related  to  the  bronchi  in  their  distribution.  This  is  a 
sufticient  indication  that  the  agent  finds  access  to  the  lungs  by  the 

inspired  air.  •  i  -4. 

Before  leaving  the   etiology   of   phthisis,  we  may  consider  its 
almost  uniform  localization  at  the  apex  of  the  lungs,  at  least  at  tne 
outset     The  cause  of  this  localization  is  generally  regarded  as  obscure, 
but  as  has  been  hinted  it  has  probably  to  do  with  the  fact  that 
the  apices  of  the  lungs  are  the  least  expansile  portions.     The  first 
rib  even  in  women  is  very  little   raised  in  inspiration,  and  m 
persons  with  weak  respiratory  movements  the  air  is  apt  to  stagnate 
at  the  apex.     This  view  receives  some  confirmation  from  the  fact 
that  phthisis  so  frequently  improves  when  the  patients  go  to_  reside 
in  high   altitudes  where  the  rarefied   air   requires  more  vigorous 
respiratory  efforts.    In  such  persons  the  size  of  the  chest  as  a  whole 
generally  undergoes  an  increase.    If  the  localization  of  the  disease  a 
the  apices  is  due  to  imperfect  expansion  of  the  lungs,  then  this  will  all. 
in  perfectly  with  the  view  that  the  disease  originates  m  a  virus  mha  ed 
from  without.    If  the  air  stagnates  the  vm^wiUjemain  .lying  m  the 
W  ..d  will  have  time  to  deveioE3n£Sgin  its  disastrous  effec  s. 
K^Sri^undthat  the  bacillus  is  of  llow  development,  at  least  at  first, 
so  that  the  absence  of  disturbance  will  greatly  favour  its  growth. 

ANATOMICAL   CHANGES   IN   PHTHISIS.-In  studying  the  changes 
in  the  lung  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  descriptions  of  the  various 
processes  Separately,  and  to  a   -rtain  extent  these  p^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Larable,  but  at  the  same  time  it  will  be  understood  that  ma«y 
of  rem  go  together  and  by  their  simultaneous  occurrence  frequency 
It  each  oth^er.     It  may  be  said  in  general  that  t^e  ^^-^^^^^ 
dnnin^  in  the  finer  bronchi,  tends  to  spread  m  one  o    two  dnec 
Ln     or  in  both  of  them  at  once,  namely,  from  the  broiichus  to 
r~ding  connective  tissue  and  on  -to  the  gen^^^^^^^^^^^ 
tive  tissue  of  the  lungs,  or  else  along  the  bronchus  to  the  l^^g  '^l; « 
r   In  both  cases  ^e  find  tubercles  developed  in  all  stages  of  the 
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process,  and  in  both  there  is  inflammation,  but  of  different  kinds  accord- 
ing to  the  structures  involved.    In  the  case  of  the  connective  tissue  the 
inflammation  produces  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  and  conse- 
quent induration.    In  the  case  of  the  alveoli  it  is  a  catarrh,  although 
the  alveolar  wall  may  be  at  the  same  time  involved.    It  is  exceedingly 
difficult  to  say  what  determines  the  one  or  the  other  mode  of  extension, 
but  it  is  probable  that  it  depends  on  individual  peculiarities.  Some 
persons  are  peculiarly  hable  to  catarrh  of  the  alveoli,  and  some  are  not. 
It  is  important  to  observe  that  the  tubercles  which  occur  in  both  cases 
partake,  to  a  considerable  extent,  in  the  peculiarities  of  the  inflamma- 
tions.   In  the  case  of  extension  to  the  connective  tissue  the  tubercles 
tend  to  undergo  fibrous  transformation.     In  the  other  case  they  are 
liable  rather  to  caseous  metamorphosis.    As  the  morbid  changes  begin 
in  the  bronchial  tubes  we  shall  begin  our  description  by  the  processes 
met  with  there. 

Condition  of  the  bronchi.— The  most  constant  primary  change  is 
catarrh,  but  it  is  a  much  more  chronic  catarrh  than  that  of  ordinary 
bronchitis.  Wliether  catarrh  occurs  without  the  formation  of  tubercles  or 
not,  it  is  impossible  to  say,  but  certainly  tubercles  are  to  be  found  at  a 
comparatively  early  period.  The  catarrhal  products  sometimes  dry-in  and 
become  caseous,  especially  when  the  phthisis  passes  on  to  catarrh  of  the 
alveoh.  This  change  may  also  occur  in  the  other  form  of  extension,  and 
we  may  find  a  bronchus  plugged  with  a  white  mass  and  surrounded  by 
indurated  connective  tissue.  The  catarrh  is  not  infrequently  accom- 
panied by  ulceration  of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  little  cavities 


a  "^-{^a^lul^^l^olft^^^^  ^  -uscular  coat.  At 

frequently  arise  in  this  way,  the  cavity  appearing  to  the  naked  eye  to 
form  a  saccuUted  dilatation  of  a  small  bronchial  tube.  These  ulc  rs  are 
surrounded  by  mflamed  and  indurated  connective  tissue,  in  the  mid 
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of  which  numerous  tubercles  are  to  be  found  (see  Fig.  232).  The 
ulcer  here  is  essentially  like  the  tubercular  ulcer  of  the  intestine  or  the 
urino-genital  canals.  We  shall  next  consider  the  appearances  presented 
when  the  irritation  extends  from  the  bronchi  to  the  surrounding  con- 
nective tissue,  in  which  case  the  resulting  inflammation  may  be  desig- 
nated PERIBRONCHITIS. 

Acute  Peribronchitis.— In ^  some  very  rapid  cases  the  peribron- 
chitis is  acute,  and  may  even  be  purulent.    Suppuration  occurs  in 
the  bronchial  wall  as  well  as  in  the  surrounding  tissue,  and,  these 
structures  being  broken  up,  a  kind  of  acute  abscess  is  formed.    Some  of 
these  abscesses  may  be  near  the  surface  and  by  rapidly  undermining 
the  pleura  cause  it  to  slough.    By  the  separation  of  the  sloughs  the 
cavity  of  the  abscess  may  come  to  communicate  with  the  pleural  cavity 
and  so  pneumothorax  may  result.    The  peribronchitis,  however,  is  very 
rarely  the  only  prominent  condition.  Along  with  it  there  is  inflammation 
of  the  alveoli,  but  here  too  it  is  an  acute  inflammation,  and  the  products 
are  small  round  cells  rather  than  the  larger  epithelioid  elements  of  cat- 
arrhal inflammation.    This  inflammatory  condition  of  the  alveoli  existmg 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  suppurating  bronchi  assists  m  the  formation 
of  the  abscesses.    Sometimes  there  is  even  a  gangrenous  condition  de- 
veloped, and  actual  sloughing  of  pieces  of  lung  tissue  occurs.  Acute 
cases  such  as  these  bespeak  a  pecuHar  virulence  of  the  morbid  agent  or 
a  peculiar  susceptibiHty  of  the  patient.    They  usually  pass  rapidly  on 
to  a  fatal  issue  with  high  fever.    In  some  cases  recovery  takes  place 
the  pus  dries-in  or  is  discharged,  and  the  abscesses  become  surrounded 
by  indurated  connective  tissue  and  contract. 

Fibrous  peribronchitis.  Fibroid  phthisis- Thi.  is  a  chronic 
process  and  is  more  common  than  the  acute  condition  just  de- 
S  In  an  early  stage  of  this  disease  the  lung,  especiahy  injie 
unper  lobes,  may  be  found  dotted  over  with  hard  masses,  often  neaily 
E  in  colour.  These  are  small  in  size  and  isolated.  On  examination 
Setr found  to  consist  each  of  a  small  bronchus  surroundedj^' 

fW     The  disease-las  begun  m  a  set  ot  of  neaily  the  sa^ne 

S^and  has  produced  similar  results  in  all.    The  appearances  of  inflam- 
Ttion  here  are  similar  to  those  in  other  parts.    The  mucous  memb 
Tnd  t^e  connective  tissue  outside  are  infiltrated  with  round  cells,  M 
af  usual  develop  dense  connective  tissue.    Sometimes  there  are  tuber- 
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cular  ulcers  of  the  bronchi  having  the  characters  already  described.  It 
has  been  stated  above  that  these  nodules  are  often  nearly  black  in 
colour.  This  colouration  is  derived  from  the  blood-pigment,  and  may 
be  an  indication  of  the  existence  of  minute  haemorrhages,  or  else  of 
occlusion  of  the  vessels  by  the  contracting  tissue  and  staining  of  the 
tissue  with  the  colouring  matter  dissolved  out  from  the  blood  left  in  the 
obstructed  vessels.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  in  this  stage  considerable 
haemorrhage  may  take  place  into  the  bronchi.  The  haemorrhage  from 
each  spot  may  be  trifling,  but  from  many  together  a  severe  haemoptysis 
may  occur.  Some  cases  of  haemoptysis  before  any  clinical  signs  of 
phthisis  have  manifested  themselves  are  of  this  kind.  The  blood  may  to 
some  extent  come  from  the  tubercular  ulcers,  but  apparently  this  is  not 
necessary.  In  many  cases  this  tendency  to  pigmentation  is  manifest 
throughout  the  disease,  and  the  extensive  formations  of  connective  tissue 
which  occur  are  frequently  of  a  slaty  colour. 

The  new  formation  of  connective  tissue  may  limit  itself  for  a 
considerable  time  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  the 
nodules  may  enlarge.  But  as  a  rule  it  slowly  extends  outwards  to  the 
interstitial  tissue  of  the  lungs  generally.  An  extensive  new  formation 
of  dense  connective  tissue  thus  occurs  throughout  the  lungs.  The 
normal-connective  tissue  of  the  lungs  Hes  mainly  around  the  _bronchi 
and  vessels,  and  between  the  lobules^  and  it  forms  one  system~with  the 
subpleural  layer,  the  tissue  in  these  three  situations  being  Tn  intimate 
connection  by  means  of  the  lymphatics.  Hamilton  has  pointed  out  very 
instructively  how  foreign  material  such  as  dust  when  inhaled  and  con- 
veyed into  the  lung  tissue  is  carried  about  the  lung  and  deposited  in  these 
three  situations.  In  similar  fashion  the  irritant  in  the  condition  under 
consideration  seems  to  be  conveyed  and  produces  inflammatory  indura- 
tion everywhere.  The  new-formed  connective  tissue  may  be  found  in 
different  stages  of  development,  according  to  the  particular  part 
examined.  We  may  find  mainly  round  cells,  spindle  cells,  or  a  dense 
tissue  like  that  of  the  cicatrix,  in  which  only  small  spindle  cells  are  to 
be  found.  In  aUjhese  stages  jujjercles  can  be  seeni,  and  they  also,  as 
they  undergojbroidto  present  various  "appeara^I^es;  In 

the  later  stage  the  tubercles  are  represented  merely  by  a  concentric 
arrangement  of  the  dense  connective  tissue  at  intervals,  this  concentric 
appearance  being  sometimes  emphasized  by  the  existence  of  pigment. 

^  If  the  lung  be  examined  when  this  disease  is  fully  develop^ed,  there 
will  be  found,  to  begin  with,  a  very  firm  adhesion  of  the  pleura  oCer  the 
diseased  part.    The  pleura  often  undergoes  a  very  remarkable  thickenino- 
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reaching  sometimes  half  an  inch,  and  the  thickened  portion  may  form  a 
kind  of  hard  cap  at  the  apex  of  the  lung.  When  cut  into  there  arc 
trabeculaj  of  firm  tissue  traversing  the  lung,  and  fre(juently  retaining 
something  of  the  interlobular  arrangement  in  respect  that  the  trabeculse 
tend  to  pass  towards  the  root  of  the  lung.  The  lung  tissue  which 
remains  in  the  midst  of  these  masses  of  connective  tissue  is  often 
emphysematous,  but  the  dilated  alveoh  present  also  thickening  of 
their  walls. 

Besides  all  this  there  are  commonly  cavities,  and  sometimes  these 
are  of  very  large  dimensions.  The  cavities  have  as  a  rule  the 
characters  of  bronchiectasis.  The  bronchiectatic  cavity  has  a 
distinct  lining  membrane  which  may  limit  it  from  surrounding  lung 
tissue.  This  Hning  membrane  is  sometimes  directly  continuous  with 
the  bronchial  membrane,  and  the  cavity  may  be  obviously  continuous 
with  the  bronchus,  having  sometimes  an  elongated  shape  with  sac- 
culated dilatations.  But  the  cavities  are  often  much  more  than  mere 
dilatations  of  the  bronchi.  We  may  find  almost  the  entire  upper  lobe 
forming  one  cavity  with  a  distinct  lining  membrane,  and  vnth.  partial 
septa  radiating  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  root  of  the  lung. 

The  occurrence  of  emphysema  and  cavities  in  this  form  of  phthisis 
•merits  more  particular  consideration.     The  emphysema  is  largely 
compensatory.    By  the  formation  and  contraction  of  the  connective 
tissue  large  numbers  of  alveoli  are  destroyed  and  the  remaining  ones 
dilate  to  fill  up  the  space.     The  cavities  are  obviously  formed 
in  connection  with  the  bronchial  tubes.    To  a  certain  extent  the 
dilatation  is  compensatory  like  the  emphysema,  and  the  inflammatory 
infiltration  of  the  wall  may  allow  more  readily  of  dilatation.    It  is  to  be 
remembered  also  that  tubercular  ulceration  often   accompanies  the 
process    and  where  this  exists  dilatation  will  more  readily  occur  ; 
besides' that,  a  gap  caused  by  ulceration  may,  as  we  have  seen,  have 
much  the  appearance  of  a  dilatation.    There  is  another  way  in  which 
dilatation  of  the  bronchi  occurs,  and  this  has  been  well  described 
by  Hamilton.    There  are  agents  at  work  which  may  directly  pull  out 
the  bronchial  wall.    We  have  seen  that  there  is  usually  thickening  and 
adhesion  of   the  pleura  on  the   one  hand,  and   the  peribronchial 
induration  on  the   other.     Between  these  there  is  the  indurated 
interlobular   connective  tissue,  which  by  its   contraction   tends  to 
approximate  the  two.     As  the  pleura  is  fixed  to  the  chest  wall 
by  firm  adhesions  there  is  a  dragging  in  of  this  wall,  j^roducin^  lie 
flattening  of  the  apex  which  is  sometimes  so  very  marked  in  this 
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disease.  But  the  bronchial  "wall  is  also  drawn  outwards,  at  first 
unequally,  so  that  the  cavity  is  an  irregular  one. 

There  is  still  another  method  by  which  cavities  form  in  this  disease ; 
it  has  been  already  referred  to  and  compared  to  that  of  the 
formation  of  the  retention-cyst.  The  peribronchial  connective  tissue 
may  contract  concentrically  and  obstruct  small  bronchial  tubes,  or  the 
obstruction  may  be  assisted  by  the  drying-in  of  the  catarrhal  products 
in  the  lumen  of  the  tube.  If  a  small  tube  be  thus  obstructed  the 
secretion  may  accumulate  behind  and  cause  dilatation  of  the  tube,  this 
occurring  the  more  readily  that  these  fine  tubes  are  thin-walled.  In  this 
way  we  may  have  sacculated  dilatations  of  the  tubes,  and  the  communi- 
cations with  the  bronchi  from  which  they  took  origin  may  even  be 
obscured  or  cut  off.  In  cavities  thus  formed  the  lining  membrane  is  very 
commonly  directly  in  contact  with  sound  lung  tissue,  and  although 
the  wall  is  composed  largely  of  round-celled  tissue  of  an  inflammatory 
kind,  yet  here,  as  in  other  bronchiectatic  cavities,  ciliated  epithelial 
cells  are  usually  to  be  found.  The  cavity  frequently  contains  pus,  and 
if  it  be  near  the  surface  and  of  rapid  formation  it  may  so  undermine 
the  pleura  as  to  cause  necrosis  and  render  j)neumothorax  imminent. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that,  although  these  processes  may  occur  by 
themselves,  and  in  their  aggravated  form  warrant  the  special  designa- 
tion of  fibroid  phthisis  or  cirrhosis  of  the  lung,  yet  many  of  them  occur 
along  with  the  changes  next  to  be  described.  This  applies  especially  to 
the  peribronchitis  and  the  induration  of  the  connective  tissue  around 
the  individual  lobules,  as  distinguished  from  an  induration  of  the  gene- 
ral connective  tissue  of  the  lungs. 

Catarrhal  or  caseous  form. — We  have  now  to  consider  the 
other  mode  of  extension,  namely  from  the  finer  bronchi  along  to  the 
alveoli.  In  studying  acute  catarrhal  pneumonia  we  have  seen  that  the 
disease  begins  with  a  capillary  bronchitis  which  runs  into  a  proper 
pneumonia.  In  the  present  case  there  is  a  similar  extension,  so  that 
the  condition  is  sometimes  called  CHRONIC  CATARRHAL  PNEUMONIA, 
or'  broncho-pneumonia.  But  there  are  certain  important  differences 
which  from  the  first  should  be  borne  in  mind.  In  the  first  place  the 
affection  of  the  finer  bronchi  is  not  a  simple  catarrh,  but  is  accompanied 
by  the  formation  of  tubercles.  These  tubercles  form  most  readily,' 
according  to  Kindfleisch,  just  where  the  bronchial  tubes  i3ass  into  tbl 
lung  alveoli,  attacking  the  projecting  angles  at  the  points  where 
bronchi  give  place  to  infundibula.    Another  distinction  is  that,  as  the 
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tubercles  are  in  the  connective  tissue  forming  the  bronchial  wall,  so 
there  is  alwa^ys  some  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the  wall  with  more  or 
y/  |.  less  peribronchitis.   In  like 

^^^^^|f5''-'''''-'-'""4-  -r!^  *^^^4p  C      manner,  when  the  disease 

passes  into  the  alveoli  it 
■■■■^#MJr   does  not,  like  the  acute 
catarrhal  pneumonia,  con- 
fine itself  to  the  surface,  l>ut 
here  again  we  have  it  ex- 
tending into  the  alveolar 
wall  and  introducing  thick- 
ening and  induration  there. 
Lastly,  there  is  a  marked 
tendency  for  the  products 
of  inflammation  to^jmdergj;^ 
caseous  necrosis.   This  pro- 
cess  occurs  not  only  in  the 
material  accumulated  in  the 
alveoli,  but  also  in  the  alve- 
olar wall  and  the  Avail  of  the 
bronchus.  So  characteristic 
is  this  condition  in  many 
cases  that  as  we  have  seen 
the  name  caseous  pneu- 
monia has  been  sometimes 
applied. 

The  disease  beginning  in 
a  catarrh  with  infiltration 
of  the  bronchus  passes  on 
to  catarrh  of  the  alveoli. 
The  inflammation  leads 
to  the  filling  up  of  the 
alveoli  vnth  cells  which 
are  mostly  of  the  large 
epithelioid  character,  such 


aT-Tire    shown    in  Fig. 


233.  With  these  may  be 
mingled  small  round  cells 


Pig.  233.-Lims  in  caseous  form  of  phthisis  ;  tlie  capil- 

ltStSS^S^S^.^'^'=^  -""^  in  ordman- 

hoi-e  qifite  obscured  iu  a  general  granular  opacity,  x  jou.  ^^^^^  pncumoma,  but  there 
(Hamilton.) 
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is  rarely  a  filling  up  of  the  alveoli  with  small  round  cells  and  fibrine 
such  as  "we  see  in  hepatization,  although  in  very  acute  cases  this 
roay  occur.  The  alveolar  wall,  as  has  already  been  noticed,  is  infil- 
trated with  inflammatory  round  cells,  and  it  is  very  often  difficult 
to  distinguish  the  exact  boundaries  of  the  alveoli,  the  swollen  wall 
being  ill-defined  from  the  products  inside.  The  result  of  all  this  is  a 
coiidensation  of  the  lung  tissue,  and  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
affected  areas  vnll  there  be  larger  or  smaller  solidifications  of  the  lung. 
These  ^vill  always  m  their  distribution  bear  a  relation  to  the  bronchial 
stems,  having  usually  in  this  early  stage  a  distinctly  lobular  arrange- 
ment, like  bunches  of  fruit  in  clusters. 

These  condensations  will  have  a  grey  colour,  but '  soon  caseous, 
necrosis  occurs,  and  it  is  rare  to  find  many  of  them  purely  grey."  The 
caseous  necrosis  has  been  ascribed  to  the  infiltration  of  the  alveolar 
wall,  causing  compression  of  the  blood-vessels,  and  consequent  anemia, 
resulting  in  degeneration  and  death.  It  is  true  that  in  a  caseating  con- 
densation the  vessels  do  become  obstructed,  as  may  be  proved  by 
injection  (see  Fig.  23.3),  but  this  is  just  as  likely  to  be  the  result  of  the 
necrosis  as  the  cause.  In  the  swelling  and  induration  of  connective 
tissue  produced  in  ordinary  inflammations  we  never  have  such  obstruc- 
tion of  the  vessels  or  a  caseous  process.  Moreover,  the  inflamma- 
tory infiltration  is  derived  from  the  blood,  and  it  seems  strange 
that  the  blood-vessels  should  yield  material  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
cause  their  own  obstruction.  The  process  of  caseation  so  characteristic 
of  the  condition  we  are  describing  must  be  set  down  to  a  different 
cause.  It  is  analogous  to  the  caseation  of  syphihtic  and  tubercular 
formations,  and  due  to  the  virulence  of  the  a^ent  which  produces  the 
priqiary  changes.  In  the  present  case  the  caseous  necrosis  attacks 
indiscriminately  the  whole  structures  concerned.  Beginning  in  the 
central  parts  of  each  small  condensation,  it  involves  the  products  withil 
the  alveolirWe  altered  alveolar  wall,  the  tubercles,  and  the  fine 
^^fi^VfL  Tlie'caseous  area  presents  under  the  microscope  a  findjr 
granular  homogeneous  appearance  as  in  Fig.  233  D,  in  which  it  is  very 
often  impossible  to  recognize  any  structure  at  all.  Sometimes  the  out- 
lines of  the  alveoH  can  be  made  out,  but  even  these  may  be  obscured. 
As  seen  with  the  naked  eye,  the  caseous  condition  is  recognized  by  the 
opacjue  yellow  or  white  appearance  presented,  this  usually  beginning 
m  the  central  parts  of  the  grey  condensations. 

As  confirmatory  of  the  view  that  the  caseous  necrosis  is  due  directly 
to  the  action  of  the  original  irritant,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  very  acute 
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cases  necrosis  may  occur  almost  directly  and  without  caseation.  An 
acute  condensation  takes  place  not  unlike  that  of  pneumonia  but  with 
the  lobular  distribution,  and  goes  straight  on  to  sloughing  of  the  lung 
tissue,  perhaps  with  a  purulent  peril)ronchitis. 

The  caseous  material  is  of  course  dead,  and  in  any  further  changes 
it  is  merely  passive.  In  some  cases,  which  unfortunately  are  not  very 
common,  the  disease  makes  pauses.  The  caseous  mass  becomes  encap- 
suled  and  dries-in  more  and  more.  By  and  by  it  becomes  infiltrated 
with  lime  salts,  and  may  thus  be  converted  into  a  putty-like  material, 
or  condensed  into  a  stony  mass,  which  may  lie  for  years  in  the  lung 
tissue. 

More  frequently  the  caseous  material  softens  ariH  partially  Hauefies. 
so  that  a  CAVITY  forms.  It  may  be  that,  as  Hamilton  suggests,  this  may 
be  due  to  a  chemical  change  analogous  to  that  which  occurs  in  the 
ripening  of  cheese,  in  which,  according  to  M.  Duclaux,  certain  insoluble 
albuminates  become  soluble  in  water.  The  softening  affects  the  whole 
caseous  material,  and  the  piece  of  hmg..  rniirPTnp.d  ±reaks._doA^  and 
liquefies,  so  that  a  small  cavity  results.  The  broken-down  caseous 
material  forms  a  grumous  turbid  fluid,  in  which  the  more  resistmg 
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elastic  tissue  of  the  lung  may  be  found  still  ^^'^^If^^^^^l 
the  form  of  the  alveoli.    This  elastic  tissue  may  be  frequently  reco„ 
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nised  in  tlie  sputum  of  such  patients  by  proper  methods  of  search 
(see  Fig.  234).  At  first  the  cavity  formed  is  small,  but  by  extension  of 
the  process  and  coalescence  of  neighbouring  softenings,  larger  cavities 
result.  These  cavities  are  very  irregular,  and  their  walls  at  first  ragged 
and  ill-defined.  After  all  the  caseous  material  has  been  cleared  out 
there  may  be  a  smoothing  of  the  walls  of  the  cavities  by  the  formation 
of  connective  tissue,  but  there  is  not  the  regular  hning  membrane  of  the 
bronchiectatic  cavity,  nor  the  same  relation  to  the  bronchi.  The  cavity 
sooner  or  later  opens  into  one  or  more  bronchi,  and  its  contents  are 
discharged.  When  the  caseous  material  is  cleared  out  the  wall  assumes 
an  inflanimatory  character  and  secretes  pus  more  or  less  abundantly. 
In  the  walls  of  such  cavities,  and  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
bronchi  vnth  which  they  are  in  communication,  tubercular  ulcers  may 
usually  be  distinguished. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  consider  the  general  appearances  pre- 
sented by  the  lung  on  post-mortem  examination  of  an  advanced 
case  of  the  kind  we  are  considering.  The  lung  will  be  found  firmly 
adherent  over  the  upper  lobe  or  more  extensively.  There  will  not, 
however,  be  the  same  thickening  of  the  pleura  as  is  met  with  so 
commonly  in  the  indurative  form.  In  removing  the  lung,  it  will 
generally  be  found  that  there  are  cavities  at  the  apices,  often  of  very 
large  size,  and  in  separating  the  lung  from  the  pleura  there  is  great  risk 
of  opening  into  some  of  these  cavities.  If  the  lung  after  removal  be 
divided  from  apex  to  base,  various  ajDpearances  will  be  presented,  many 
of  which  are  sometimes  difficult  of  interpretation.  There  are  cavities 
filled  mostly  with  a  g,rumous  jellow  material.  These  are  hxceed- 
ingly  irregular  in  shape,  and"  traversed  by  partial  septa  or  by 
completely  isolated  trabeculae.  These  trabecule  represent  branches  of 
the  pulmonary  artery  which  have  survived  the  general  necrosis,  and 
although  the  arteries  are  mostly  obstructed,  some  of  them  remain  par- 
tially pervious,  and  we  may  find  aneimsmal  dilatations  on  these.  The 
cavities  have  frequently  no  proper  lining  membrane,  but  if  they  are 
large  and  of  some  duration  there  is  a  red  layer  having  the  appearance 
of  granulation  tissue.  Looking  away  from  the  cavities,  the  bm.o-  ti.^snA 
isjo^condensed  and  frequently  In  the  immediate  neS 

boui^ood  of  the  cavities  the  condensation  is  probably  continuous,  and  is 
frequently  accompanied  with  great  induration.of  the  lung  tissue  But 
farther  off,  and  especially  in  the  lower  lobe,  there  are  usually  more 
isolated  patches  of  condensation.    These  on  section  very  commonly 


550 


DISEASES  OF  THE  ORGANS  OF  RESPIRATION. 


liave  a  circular  form,  or  they  present  the  appearance  already  mentioned 
of  clusters  of  fruit.    By  the  coalescence  of  these  we  may  have  more 
continuous  condensations,  hut  at  the  marginal  parts  there  are  usually 
indications  of  the  lobular  extension  of  the  lesion.    The  condensed  poi 
tions  are  usually  very  firm,  and  in  each  we  find  the  opaque  appearand 
of  the  caseous  necrosis.    In  the  central  parts  there  may  be  softenin- 
and  incipient  cavities.     After  examining  the  cut  surface,  the  .hi^jn- 
chial  tubes  may  be  opened  up  with  the  scissors.     Those  which  pa:>~ 
towajdTthe  cavities  are  nearly  always  the  seat  of  tubercular  ulceration. 
The  mucous  membrane  is  irregularly  destroyed,  and  the  ulcers  ha^x• 
commonly  a  rather  ragged  appearance,  but  are  usually  superficial. 
The  ulceration  is  very  often  prolonged  into  the  main  bronchus  of 
the  affected  lung,  and  even  to  the  lower  part  of  the  trachea.  In 
the  larynx  there  is  also  frequently  ulceration  as  already  described,  but 
it  is  not  usually  continuous  with  that  in  the  bronchi  or  lower  trachea, 
there  being  mostly  an  interval  between  in  which  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  trachea  is  normal  or  only  red  from  inflammation. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  these  appearances  will  vary  greatly 
according  to  circumstances,  the  chief  cause  of  variation  being  t\u-  ^Ihv-r- 
ent  fle.QTees  in  which,  along  with  the  caseous  catarrhal  pneumonia,  there 
S^diEa^ion.oi^^  lun^.    We  have  seen  ho^v 

thTs  induratioT^Toften  starts  from  the  bronchi,  but  after  the  extension 
of  the  catarrh  to  the  alveoli  we  may  have  a  very  pronounced  inflamma- 
tion of  the  connective  tissue,  causing  induration  of  the  alveolar  wall  an,! 
extending  to  the  general  connective  tissue.  This  wHl  cause  the  con- 
densation to  have  a  much  firmer  character  to  begin  with,  and  if  the 
induration  predominate  over  the  caseous  catarrh  we  may  have  the 
features  of  fibrous  phthisis  becoming  pronounced  in  the  older  parts  ot 
the  lesion,  while  the  more  recent  parts  show  rather  those  of  lobular 
broncho-pneumonia. 

It  may  be  useful  here,  before  leaving  the  subject,  to  refer  to  the 
various  MODES  m  which  cavities  form  and  extend    ^^  e  h.re 
seen  that  in  the  indurative  form  or  fibrous  phthisis,  cavities  form  ^ 
........      tb.  br'onchial  tubes,  tubercular  ulcei^o  ten  playing  an 

.  — : — :  •         Tirncpss     Then  we  have  cavities  formed  l)y  tiie 

I^^STa  r  alive  inflammafo^:  resulting  in  the  fomafon  of  gr^u. 
IL  tissue  which  finally  foms  the  lining  o  the  »  « 
cavities  commonly  enlavge  by  the  coalescence  ot  neighbounng  soften 
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ings,  and  in  their  Avails  also  tubercular  ulceration  often  i^rogresses. 
Then  there  is  the  more  direct  destruction  of  the  lung  tissue  occurring 
•  in  very  acute  cases,  associated,  as  we  have  seen,  with  purulent  perji- 
bronchitis,  acute  inflammation  of  the  alveoli,  and  such  a  rapid  necrosis 
of  the  tissue  as  to  approach  to  the  characters  of  gangrene  of  the  lung. 

The  SPUTUM  in  phthisis  pulmonalis  is  variously  composed.  In  the 
earlier  stages  the  expectoration  has  the  usual  characters  of  that  in 
catarrh,  consisting  of  mucus,  with  more  nr  If-ss  .qbi;mf1fi,Tit  1enc(7(;,vtes.  In 
the  sputum  in  this  early  stage  are  often  found  large  epithelioid  cells  with 
one  or  more  nuclei  such  as  we  find  in  the  lung  alveoli  in  the  catarrhal 
form  of  phthisis.  These  cells  frequently  present  fatty  degeneration. 
Considerable  weight  has  sometimes  been  attached  to  the  presence 
of  such  cells  as  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  its  early 
stage,  and  their  discovery  may  be  useful  in  this  regard  ;  but  as  they 
may  exist  in  simjDle  catarrhs  their  diagnostic  value  may  be  overrated. 
The  sputum  in  phthisis  often  contains  ELASTIC  TISSUE  from  the  l^reak- 
ing  down  of  the  lung.  In  very  rapid  cases  we  may  find  this  by  a 
simple  examination  of  the  sputum,  but  the  search  is  often  a  difficult 
one  because  the  thick  mucus  and  pus  hold  the  pieftes  of  lung  tissue  sus- 
pended and  isolated.  By  Fenwick's  method  of  digestion  in  soda 
solution,  pieces  of  lung  tissue,  such  as  that  shown  in  Fig.  2.34,  will 
frequently  be  found  in  the  deposit.  This  method  is  also  ap^jhcable  to 
the  sputum  in  gangrene  of  the  lungs.  The  tubercular  bacillus  is 
usually  to  be  found  in  the  sputum,  especially  in  advanced  cases.  The 
characters  are  shown  in  Fig.  56,  p.  164,  and  have  been  described  already. 

The  sj)utum  often  contains  blood  in  phthisis,  and  it  will  be  proper 
here  to  inquire  as  to  the  source  of  HEMORRHAGE.  Bleeding  sometimes  ^ 
occurs  in  early  stages  before  cavities  have  formed,  arising  from  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  finer  bronchial  tubes.  We  have  already 
seen  that  this  frequently  occurs  in  the  early  stages  of  the  indurative 
form  of  phthisis,  and  we  saw  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  sometimes 
related  to  tubercular  ulceration  of  these  bronchi,  although  the  hyper- 
^emia  coincident  with  the  process  probably  i,>]ays  th^  ^.^r.o;^..^  / 
the  other  form  of  phtEsiTtETfiner  bronchi  are  also  the  source  of  the  early 
hiemorrhage,  and  here,  too,  the  inflammatory  hypen-P.min  n pp....  to  be 
the  prmcipal  cause,  although  it  mayT^e  complicated  with  tubercular  ulcera- 
tion as  well.  Injate  stages  after  cavities  have  formed  hajmorrhao-e  may 
occur  from  their  walls.   In  the  process  of  extension  of  cavities,  whether  by   
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caseous  necrosis  or  tubercular  ulceration,  the  more  resisting  walls  of  the 
milmonary  arteries  are  able  to  persist  longer  than  the  rest  of  the  tissues, 
and  these  form  prominent  elongated  projections  on  the  walls  of  the 
cavities  or  isolated  cylindrical  trabeculse  traversing  them.  The  cahbre  of 
the  .artery  is  frequently  obliterated,  and  the  structure  consists  of  granu- 
lation tissue  in  which  some  remains  of  clastic  tissue  may  be  found.  But 
sometimes  the  calibre  persists,  at  least  partially.  At  the  same  time  the 
wall  is  infiltrated  and  consists  essentially  of  soft  granulation  tissue.  M 
This  soft  tissue  frequently  allows  of  dilatation  of  the  artery,  and  we 
have  ANEURISMS  whose  walls  are  similarly  soft  and  friable.  Eupture  of 
the  softened  wall  of  the  artery  or  aneurism  would  occur  more  readily 
were  it  not  that  the  blood-pressure  is  already  reduced  by  the  narrowing 
of  the  calibre,  but  it  does  occur  not  infrequently,  and  it  appears  that 
in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  the  blood  comes  from  aneurisms.  The 
resulting  hfemorrhage  is  commonly  very  severe,  and  often  fatal,  either 
by  obstruction  of  the  air  passages  with  the  blood  or  from  the  general 
collapse  resulting  from  loss  of  blood. 

The  condition  of  the  pleura  in  phthisis  has  already  several  times 
been  incidentally  referred  to.  As  the  pulmonary  layer  of  the  pleura  or 
at  least  the  subpleural  tissue  is  part  of  the  system  of  the  interstitial 
connective  tissue,  it  takes  part  in  the  inflammatory  new-formation  in 
the  indurative  form  of  phthisis,  and  we  have  seen  that  it  is  sometimes 
p-rentlv  thicken  e.d.  In  the  other  form  of  phthisis  when  the  disease  ap- 
-11  proaches  the  pleura  there  is  always  inflammation  with  new-formation 
of  connective  tissue,  and  .dW>n  of  the  two  layers.  This  adhesion 
occurs  in  the  way  that  will  be  described  in  considering  the  diseases  of 
the  pleura,  and  consists  of  an  actual  coalescence  of  the  two  layers  with 
communication  of  the  blood-vessels.  The  adhesion  is  often  so  firm  that 
it  is  easier  to  strip  oflf  the  parietal  pleura  from  the  internal  surface  of 
the  thorax  than  to  separate  the  layers.  Sometimes  it  happens  that  the 
inflammatory  condition  extends  beyond  the  parietal  pleura  and  causes 
adhesion  of  this  layer  to  the  periosteum  of  the  ribs  and  intercostal  tissue. 
In  that  case  the  separation  of  the  lung  from  the  chest  Avail  is  very  diffi- 
cult and  sometimes  cannot  be  accomplished  without  cutting. 

Cavities  in  the  lung  very  often  come  close  up  to  the  pleura  and  under- 
mine it.  If  the  cavity  be  at  all  large  it  cuts  off"  a  portion  of  pleura  irom  its 
vascular  supply  from  the  lung.  But,  as  a  general  rule,  adhesion  has  already 
taken  place  between  the  two  layers  of  pleura,  and,  the  vessels  being -in 
communication,  the  portion  over  the  cavity  is  kept  supplied  with  blood 
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from  tlie  parietal  layer.  We  may  even  suppose  that  the  blood  passing 
from  the  branches  of  the  bronchial  artery  out  into  the  parietal  pleura 
may  be  conveyed  along  over  the  cavity  and  return  in  part  to  nourish 
the  visceral  layer.  But  if  a  cavity  comes  to  the  surface  at  a  place  where 
vascular  adhesion  has  not  taken  place,  then  necrosis  of  the  pleura 
will  probably  result.  The  portion  of  pleura  is  of  a  dead-white  colour, 
and  by  and  by  it  becomes  abruptly  demarcated  from  the  neighbouring 
parts.  The  line  of  demarcation  becomes  more  and  more  distinct,  and 
an  actual  separation  often  occurs,  the  result  of  which  is  communication 
between  the  cavity  and  the  pleural  sac,  leading  to  PNEUMOTHORAX.  This 
is  nearly  always  the  manner  in  which  pneumothorax  occurs.  It  will 
happen  mostly  in  acute  cases  where  the  cavities  form  rapidly  without 
affording  time  for  the  formation  of  vascular  adhesions.  More  especially 
is  this  the  case  where  cavities  form  by  purulent  peribronchitis  with  or 
without  sloughing  of  the  lung  tissue.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  occur- 
rence of  the  pneumothorax  depends  on  the  absence  of  adhesions,  hence 
it  happens  that  it  so  frequently  occurs  in  the  Img  which  is  least 
advanced  in  the  disease,  because  in  that  lung  adhesions  are  less  likelj''  to 
be  present.  The  pneumothorax,  being  associated  with  the  passage  into 
the  sac  of  foreign  material  from  the  i^ulmonary  cavity,  generally  results 
in  an  acute  pleurisy,  so  that  the  layers  of  the  pleura  may  be  glued 
together  by  recent  fibrinous  exudation.  It  very  frequently  happens 
in  a  case  of  pneumothorax  that  there  are  several  places  in  which 
necrosis  of  the  pleura  exists,  one  of  these  having  given  way,  but  the 
others  being  in  a  condition  in  which  they  might  readily  have  done  so. 

The  BRONCHIAL  GLANDS  are  nearly  always  more  or  less  affected  in 
phthisis.  They  are  frequently  enlarged  and  caseous,  exactly  like  scrofu- 
lous glands.  Like  them  they  contain  tubercles.  These  caseous  glands 
are  sometimes  found  in  a  state  of  softening.  Not  infrequently  the 
caseous  material  becomes  impregnated  with  lime  salts,  and  we  may 
find  the  gland  represented  by  a  capsule  filled  with  a  material  like 
mortar,  or  more  nearly  of  a  stony  consistence.  In  the  indurative 
form  of  phthisis  the  tubercles  in  the  glands  undergo  the  fibrous  trans- 
formation like  those  in  the  lung  tissue,  and  we  meet  with  dense  hard 
pigmented  glands  with  an  almost  cicatricial  appearance. 


We  have  already  noted  the  existence  of  tubercular  ulceration  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchi,  and  of  the  trachea  and  larynx. 
These  are  to  be  explained  by  the  passage  of  the  virulent  material 
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from  the  breaking-down  lung  sulistance,  over  tlie  structures  concerned 
and  its  action  on  them.  Of  similar  import  is  the  ulceration  of  thi; 
INTESTINES,  which  occurs  in  the  later  stages  of  about  two-thirds  of  the 
cases  of  phthisis.  The  material  from  the  cavities  is  partly  swallowed, 
and,  containing  the  virus,  it  produces  a  tuberculosis  In  the  parts  of  the; 
intestine  which  afford  a  fitting  soil.  These  ulcers  are  most  common  in 
the  caseating  form  ot  pntnisis,  and  we  may  associate  this  with  the  fact 
that  the  debris  of  the  lung  is  much  greater  in  that  form. 

Besides  the  tuberculosis  of  the  bronchial  glands  and  intestine  we 
find  sometimes  a  TUBERCULOSIS  of  the  urino-genital  organs,  but 
this  is  comparatively  rare.  Then  we  sometimes  find  miliary  tubercles 
in  the  liver  and  kidneys,  scattered  through  these  organs  as  in  acute 
general  tuberculosis.  There  are  usually,  however,  but  few  tubercl< 
compared  with  what  we  find  in  the  latter  disease.  When  tubercles  exist 
scattered  throughout  the  liver  or  in  the  kidney,  we  must  regard  that  a< 
evidence  that  the  virus  has  got  into  the  blood,  although  present  only  iu 
small  quantity  there. 


ACUTE  MILIARY  TUBEECULOSIS. 

This  condition  we  have  already  seen  to  be  that  in  which  the 
/I  tubercular  virus  is  contained  in  the  blood,  apparently  in  considerable 
•  ^  abundance,  giving  origin  to  miliary  tubercles  in  many  organs.  The 
lungs  are  affected  in  almost  all  cases.  Acute  mihary  tuberculosis  is 
very  common  in  children,  being  nearly  always  the  fundamental  con- 
dition in  acute  hydrocephalus,  but  it  also  occurs  in  adults.  If  the 
patient  die  in  the  earlier  stages  the  lungs  are  found  beset  from  apex 
to  base  with  minute  tubercles  which  are  often  very  closely  placed.  The 
tubercles  may  be  so  small  as  to  be  only  distinguishable  as  such  with  the 
microscope,  but  they  present  the  typical  structure  of  mihary  tubercles. 
In  the  early  stages  this,  with  general  hyperaemia  of  the  lungs,  is  all  that 
can  be  seen.  But  if  the  case  be  one  of  rather  longer  duration  we  find 
around  the  individual  tubercles  processes  which  can  be  strictly  com- 
pared with  those  in  phthisis  pulmonalis.  The  ajrj^i^es  are  filled 
.^^TtlLcaWb^^  and  the^lveolar  walls  infiltrated  Avith  inflammator}^ 
ii^nnj]^  '^IT'^^i^  ^'^^  ^ _iaJ^ec^uLse„eacll  of 

fwTlTsm^^  by  a  zone  of  condensed  lung  tissue  which  cannot 
w^STthT^^^k^eye^be  distinguished  from  the  tubercle.  By  and  .by 
caseous  necrosis  occjjrs,  beginning  in  the  centres  of  the  tubercles.  •  As 
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in  the  case  of  phthisis  the  caseous  process  extends  to  the  king  tissue 
and  inflammatory  products,  and  the  whole  is  involved  in  an  indiscrimi- 
nate necrosis.  The  caseous  material  may  also  soften,  and  numerous 
minute  cavities  form,  but  ihe  patient  rarely  survives  till  this  has 
occurred  to  any  considei\able  extent. 

The  disease  of  animals,  called  by  the  Germans  PERLSUCHT,  presents 
many  analogies  to  tuberculosis,  and,  according  to  the  observations  of 
Koch,  it  depends  on  the  same  form  of  organism.  This  relation  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  term  BOVINE  tuberculosis  wluch  is  sometimes  applied 
to  it.  We  have  already  seen  that  cases  of  what  looks  like  general 
tuberculosis  occur  which  are  probably  actual  cases  of  bovine  tuberculosis 
transmitted  to  the  human  subject.  There  are  also  cases  in  which  the 
lung  is  the  seat  of  a  more  local  destructive  process  which  may  be  mis- 
taken for  ordinary  phthisis,  especially  as  there  may  be  considerable 
cavities  produced.  This  subject  has  received  notice,  however,  at  an 
earlier  part  of  this  work  (see  p.  167). 
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This  is  somewhat  rare,  at  least  in  the  adult,  although  more  frequent 
in  the  newly  born.    We  have  here  similar  lesions  to  those  in  other 
organs,  consisting  of  inflammatory  changes  with  the  occasional  forma- 
tion of  gummata.    The  inflammation  afl'ects  mainly,  but  not  alone,  the 
connective  tissue,  so  that  a  condition  sometimes  ensues  like  that  of 
fibrous  phthisis.    In  syj^hilis,  however,  the  virus  coming  by  the  blood 
is  more  generally  diffused,  and  we  have  not  that  relation  to  the  bronchi 
which  we  saw  in  ordinary  phthisis.    An  extensive  tract  of  lung  is  in- 
volved, and  we  have  a  rich  formation  of  connective  tissue  so  that  the 
alveoli  are  compressed,  while  they  also  contain  catarrhal  products.  In 
this  way  is  produced  what  is  called  a  WHITE  PNEUMONIA.    If  gummata 
occur  they  are  as  usual  surrounded  by  a  connective-tissue  formation,  so 
that  cicatricial  depressions  and  corresponding  deformities  of  the  lung 
may  result.     The  gummata  are  often  distinguishable  by  the  caseous 
necrosis  which  they  present,  and  if  the  caseous  material  soften  we  may 
have  cavities  resembling  those  in  ordinary  phthisis. 


TUMOUES  OF  THE  LUNGS. 

Tumours  of  the  lungs  are  much  more  frequently  secondary  than 
pnmary  growths,  but  there  are  some  forms  of  primary  tumoui'.  Little 
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pieces  of  bone  have  been  met  with  in  the  interstitial  connective  tissue, 
also  little  cartilaginous  tumours  in  connection  with  the  cartilages  of 
the  bronchi. 

Secondary  tumours  of  various  kinds  are  met  with.  We  have  most 
freijuently  lympho-SARCOMAS  originating  in  the  bronchial  glands  and 
extending  into  the  lung.  The  new-formation  follows  the  connective 
tissue  of  the  lung,  and  we  find  it  penetrating  in  a  radiating  manner 
from  the  root,  often  burying  the  bronchial  tubes  in  a  sheath  of  new- 
formed  tissue  and  partially  or  completely  obstructing  them.  Other 
forms  of  sarcoma  originating  in  the  mediastinum  may  spread  m  a 
similar  fashion.  Secondary  tumours  may  arise  by  embolism,  the 
tumour  having  its  origin  in  something  conveyed  to  the  lungs  by  the 
pulmonary  artery,  and  being  thus  metastatic. 

Sarcomas,  as  we  know,  sometimes  penetrate  directly  into  the  vems, 
and  portions  being  carried  to  the  right  heart  are  caught  in  the  branches 
of  the  pulmonary  artery  or  capillaries.    The  secondary  tumours  m  the 


mal  lung  alveoli,    x  16. 

K,„g  a.e  multiple  and  they  repeat  exactly  ":^-;^:j::Z 
.     Thn^  we  have  giant-celled,  round-celled,  and  spmaie  ccii« 

rroLally  L,ue.t  for.  is  the  pigmented  sarco„.  The 
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ENCHONDROMA  also  not  infrequently  undergoes  secondary  development, 
like  the  sarcoma,  by  jienetrating  into  veins,  and  the  embolic  origin  of 
these  secondary  tumours  has  been  directly  demonstrated. 

Cancers,  as  we  have  seen,  do  not  readily  penetrate  into  the  veins 
directly.  Finding  an  easier  path  by  the  lymphatics  they  nearly  always 
first  develop  in  the  lymphatic  glands.  After  a  time  the  cancerous  tissue 
may  penetrate  from  the  lymphatic  sinuses  in  the  gland  into  the  veins, 
or  they  may  possibly  in  a  few  cases  penetrate  directly  into  the  latter, 
and  the  material  is  carried  on  to  the  lungs.  As  the  cancer  is  usually 
arrested  for  a  considerable  time  at  the  lymphatic  glands,  it  happens 
that  in  all  forms  of  cancer  secondary  tumours  in  the  lungs  are  of 
late  development.  As  the  secondary  tumours  are  in  the  lymphatic 
glands  we  may  regard  these  in  the  lungs  as  of  a  tertiary  order. 
Further,  the  material  which  produces  these  tumours  often  passes  to 


Fig.  236.— Embolic  cancer  of  limg.  Que  of  the  spaces  fSlled 
with  epithehal  cells  (b  in  preceding  figure)  under  a  hirfi 

Fi?^®*"'-^!,  ,^®!'^  ^  ^^^'Ser  space  with  two  branches  into  which 
the  epithehal  cells  have  extended,    x  90. 


some  extent  through  the  wide  capillaries  of  the  lung  and  on  into  the 
systemic  arteries  so  that  we  may  have  tertiary  tumours  occurrino-  at 
the  same  time  in  a  variety  of  organs.  The  tumours  in  the  lung^'are 
multiple  and  they  repeat  the  structure  of  the  primary  tumour  whatever 
be  the  vanety  of  cancer  which  has  formed  it. 

That  these  tertiary  cancers  form  by  embolism  was  readily  seen  in  a 
case  which  occurred  to  the  author,  and  which  may  here  be  briefly 
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related.    It  illustrates  as  Avell  the  tendency,  which  tumours  even  of 
this  order  show,  of  the  cancerous   masses  to  penetrate  into  ex- 
isting spaces  and  canals.    The  primary  tumour  was  a  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  and  secondary  growths  had  occurred  in  the  prevertebral  glands. 
One  of  these  glands  was  adherent  to  the  vena  cava,  and  several  radicles 
of  this  vein  emerged  from  the  midst  of  cancerous  glands.    Actual  can- 
cerous thrombi  of  some  of  these  veins  were  detected  by  the  naked  eye, 
and  under  the  microscope  it  was  seen  that  the  cancerous  masses  had 
partially  penetrated  into  the  venous  radicles  in  the  glands.     In  the 
kmos  the  finer  branches  of  the  pulmonary  artery  were  found  frequently 
obstructed  (see  Fig.  235).    The  obstructing  material  was  not  entirely 
cancerous  in  structure.    There  was  often  a  round-cell  formation  with 
now  and  again  a  distinctly  cancerous  appearance.    In  most  cases  the 
obstruction  was  complete.    Outside  the  obstructed  arteries  there  .vere 
spaces  and  canals  filled  with  cancerous  growths,  as  shown  in  Figs  235 
and  236.    These  were  obviously  the  lymphatic  channels  of  the  sheath 
of  the  vessels  into  which  the  cancerous  formation  had  penetrated. 


INHALATION  OF  FOEEIGN  SUBSTANCES. 
The  lungs  of  all  adults  have  more  or  less  of  a  grey  colour  from 
the  existence  of  a  black  pigment  in  the  lung  tissue.    This  pigment  is 
absent  from  the  lungs  of  children,  and  is  undoubtedly  the  dust  o 
the  air  inhaled  with  the  respired  air.    It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the 
at  of  all  confined  spaces,  such  as  rooms,  is  loaded  with       7  m^ide^ 
iDarticles     This  is  particularly  the  case  in  cities  where  coal  is  buint 
Sfen  vely,  and  it  Lins  its  maximum  in  the  black  fogs  of  such  cities 
f  Wo/'and  Glasgow.    The  particles  of  dust  inhaled  with  the  are 
for  the  most  part  caught  by  the  mucus  with  which  the  -rf  -  <^f 
bronchial  tubes  is  moistened,  and  as  the  cihated  eptl-lmm  pla,^^^^^^^^^ 
direction  towards  the  larynx,  the  dust-laden  mucus  is  - jd^l-- ^ 
to  the  larynx  where  it  is  either  expectorated  or  swallowed,    ^o  doul  t 
when  theTr  is  unusually  laden  with  dust  the  mucous  secretion  is  increase 

that  the  structure  of  the  aiveoiub  i& 
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membrane.  There  is  a  single  layer  of  epithelium,  and  some  have  even 
described  stomata  or  pseudo-stomata  as  existing.  At  any  rate  the  dust 
particles  penetrate  through  or  between  the  epithelial  cells  and  emerge 
into  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  alveolar  wall.  Having  entered  the  lymphatic 
system  of  the  lung,  the  dust  is  carried  into  all  the  communicating  chan- 
nels of  that  system,  and  is  partially  deposited  and  retained  as  it  goes  by 
the  connective-tissue  cells.  In  this  way  a  kind  of  pigmentation  of  the 
entire  Ij^mphatic  system  of  the  lung  is  obtained  which  for  demonstration 
may  serve  the  purposes  of  an  injection  of  that  system.  In  this 
conveyance  of  the  dust  particles  the  leucocytes  which  are  always  present 
in  the  lymphatic  spaces  probably  play  an  important  part.  The  parts 
pigmented  are,  the  walls  of  the  alveoli,  the  interstitial  connective  tissue 
especially  that  around  the  pulmonary  artery  and  the  bronchi,  and  the 
subpleural  tissue,  which  is  often  definitely  demarcated  from  the  pleura 
proper  by  the  pigmentation.  The  pigment  is  also  carried  to  the 
bronchial  glands  at  the  root  of  the  lung  which  are  more  or  less 
blackened.  This  pigment  is  a  carbonaceous  material  consisting  mostly 
of  round  particles,  and  is  to  a  great  extent  the  soot  of  coal. 

Persons  who  live  in  a  very  dusty  atmosphere  are  liable  to  a  very 
excessive  pigmentation  of  the  lungs  to  which  the  name  ANTHRACOSIS 
is  applied.  This  is  seen  most  typically  in.  THE  COAL  miner's  lung. 
Here  the  path  by  which  the  dust  gets  in,  and  its  permanent  locality,  are 
the  same  as  those  indicated  above,  but  the  amount  is  greatly  increased. 
The  material  also  is  essentially  the  same.  It  is  sometimes  asserted  that 
in  the  coal  miner's  lung  the  pigment  consists  of  coal  dust,  each  minute 
particle  having  the  irregular  crystalline  character  of  a  piece  of  broken 
coal.  But  this  is  not  entirely  the  case.  The  particles  are  largely 
spherical  and  smooth,  and  these  consist  of  the  soot  from  the  lamps 
that  are  burnt  in  the  mines  with  imperfect  combustion.  The  pig- 
ment in  this  case,  as  in  the  ordinary  pigmentation  of  the  lungs,  is  in 
the  lymphatics  and  follows  the  distribution  of  the  connective  tissue.  It 
IS  often  seen  in  excessive  quantity  around  the  branches  of  the 
pulmonary  artery  where  it  occupies  the  perivascular  lymphatic  spaces 
It  IS  not  present  m  the  proper  walls  of  the  bronchi,  but  exists  to  some 
extent  ni  the  lymphatic  spaces  of  their  adventitia.  The  interlobular 
and  subpleural  connective  tissue  is  deeply  pigmented. 

The  inhaled  dust  seems  a  comparatively  innocuous  substance.  In 
the  bronchial  tubes  and  in  the  alveoli  it  may  induce,  or  be  asso- 
ciated ^^nth,  a  catarrh,  and  in  that  case  the  inflammatory  products 
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contain  al.undant  pigment  giving  rise  to  the  well-known  hlack  spit  of 
miners.    The  pigment  is  found  abundantly  in  cells  as  in  Fig.  237. 

-Rnt.  in  ihp.  Inn.^  tissti^  itself  there  is  usually 
little  disturbance,  and  even  in  severe  cases  of 
anthracosis  there  may  be  merely  a  moderate 
induration  of  the  connective  tissue.  It  is  to  be 
noted  that  in  persons  whose  lungs  are  the 
seat  of  excessive  pigment,  a  catarrh  is  often 
associated  with  a  recurrence  of  the  "black 
spit,"  although  the  persons  may  have  left  the 
Pi?.  237.— Part  of  the  contents       ^  „  ygars     In  that  case  the  black  spit  will 

of  a  lung  alveolus  in  anthracosis.    t"^^         J  ,      .    n  x-       •      ^l,roo  tViA 

Black  particles  are  seen,  son^e  oCCUr  unlcSS  the  mliammatlOn  lUVOlA  Cb  uue 

Th^/a/ge  catarAaf  oeiis°contain  connective  tissuc  as  wcll  as  the  epithehal  layers 

xnany  particles,    x  350.  ^^^^^^.^  ^  bc  pre- 

sumed that  the  pigment  passes  out  of  the  lungs  in  the  same  way  as  it 
has  passed  into  them,  namely,  from  the  connective  tissue,  mto  the 
alveoli  and  thence  outwards.  As  mentioned  above  there  is  no  pig- 
mentation of  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  and  it  does  not  seem 
probable  that  pigment  will  penetrate  from  without  through  the  bron- 
chial wall  into\he  interior  of  the  tube.  This  indicates  that  m  catarrhs 
the  connective  tissue  is  active,  and  that  the  pigment  is  conveyed  bj 
leucocytes  into  the  alveoli  or  bronchi. 

There  are  some  persons  exposed  to  the  inhalation  of  particles 
of  a  more  irritating  nature.    It  has  long  been  known  that  ---- 
peculiarly  hable  to  bronchitis  and  phthisis.    The  particles  of  sandstone 
Le  inhaled  just  as  are  the  particles  of  dust.    From  their  shape  and  the- 
rarr-ls\vhich  the  particles  of  rock  crystal  present,  they  are  much 
"o^rSSLg  than  the  dust  particles.    They  irritate  the  bronchia 
7nL  membrane.    When  they  pass  into  the  interstitial  t-ue  of  he 
ZZ  they  irritate  it,  and  in  this  case  there  is  frequent  y  a 
lie    nduration  of  the  connective  tissue.     This  induration,  along 

>l  tL  bronchitis  may  go  on  to  the  formation  of  cavities  by  bron- 
:^.^  ^^^^o^  -  this  disease  often  have  special  centre, 
"it  intensity  in  the  form  of  hard  nodules,  in  the  centres  ot 

to  the  mechanical  qualities  of  the  particles 

heavy,  and  angular,  like  the  siliceous  particles  of  sandstone,  or 
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steel  dust  to  which  file-cutters  are  exposed,  irritate  more  than  those 
which  are  light  and  rounded  like  those  in  the  miner's  lung.  The 
colour  of  the  inhaled  dust  communicates  itself  to  the  lung,  and  so 
we  have  various  pigmentations,  but  in  all  the  forms  there  is  a  tendency 
to  the  occurrence  of  black  pigment  along  with  the  other  coloured 
substances. 


C— THE  PLEURA. 


Pleurisy. — The  pleural  sac  in  its  structure  and  in  many  of  its  rela- 
tions is  comparable  to  the  pericardial  and  peritoneal  sacs,  and  much  that 
has  already  been  stated  above  regarding  inflammation  of  the  peri- 
cardium is  applicable  to  inflammation  of  the  pleura.    There  are  two 
circumstances,  however,  that  place  the  pleura  in  its  pathological  rela- 
tions in  a  somewhat  different  position  from  the  pericardium,  and  these 
are  its  connections  with  the  lung  on  the  one  hand  and  with  the  peri- 
toneum on  the  other.    In  studying  diseases  of  the  lung  we  have  seen 
that  whenever  any  form  of  inflammation  comes  to  the  surface  of  the 
lung  it  causes  inflammatory  changes  in  the  jjleura ;  there  is  acute 
pleurisy  in  acute  pneumonia,  and  chronic  pleurisy  is  a  nearly  constant 
accompaniment  of  phthisis  iralmonalis.    On  the  other  hand,  the  pleura 
seems  to  have  intimate  connections  with  the  peritoneum,  as  there  are 
lymphatic   channels   passing   through   the    diaphragm   which  form 
communications  between  the  two  sacs.     These  channels  are  doubt- 
less intricate  and  narrow,  so  that  the  diaphragm  acts  to  a  certain 
extent  as  a  barrier  between  the  two  sacs,  but  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  passage,  for  instance,  of  the  tubercular  virus  from  the 
one  to  the  other.    A  tubercular  peritonitis  is  nearly  always  accompanied 
by  a  tubercular  pleurisy,  perhaps  limited  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  sac. 
Similarly  a  septic  peritonitis  has  usually  a  dependent  pleurisy.  Tum- 
ours of  the  peritoneum  also  frequently  lead  to  similar  formations  in  the 
pleura. 

In  the  above  cases  the  pleurisy  is  secondary  to  inflammation  in  some 
other  part,  but  there  are  also  cases  of  primary  pleurisy.  Persons  take 
pleurisy  from  catching  cold,  as  it  is  said,  whatever  be  the  exact  mode 
in  which  the  cold  produces  its  eff^ects.  There  is  very  often  a  localized 
pleurisy  occurring  in  a  limited  area,  just  where  the  pleura  is  most 
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directly  exposed  to  the  effects  of  cold,  namely,  in  the  left  lower  lateral 
region.    In  this  position  the  chest  is  not  covered  by  any  considerable 
mass  of  muscles,  as  the  fleshy  masses  of  the  latissimus  dorsi  and  pector- 
alis  major  passing  upwards  to  the  arm  leave,  as  it  were,  an  unprotected 
space  covered  by  the  comparatively  thin  origins  of  the  serratus  magnus 
and  external  oblique  m\iscle  of  the  abdomen.    This  part  is  also  removed 
from  the  centre  of  heat  in  the  heart,  and  on  the  left  side  instead  of  the 
liver  there  is  the  hollow  stomach.    On  the  right  side  the  Hver  is  a 
source  of  heat,  and  renders  the  corresponding  part  on  this  side  less 
exposed  to  cold  than  that  on  the  left,  but  still  more  exposed  than  most 
other  parts  of  the  chest.    It  is  probable  that,  in  these  localities  espe 
cially,  cold,  acting  directly  on  the  chest  wall,  may  cause  an  inflamma 
tion  of  the  pleura  by  depressing  the  temperature.    But  cold  may  pro- 
duce a  general  pleurisy  just  as  it  is  said  to  produce  a  general  pneumoma, 
the  fact  of  the  general  character  of  the  inflammation  indicating  that 
some  irritant  is  present  in  the  fluid  which  exists  in  the  pleural  sac. 

It  is  here  proper  to  state  that  a  considerable  number  of  cases  appear- 
ino-  to  be  simple  pleurisy  are  really  cases  of  tubercular  pleurisy.  The 
tubercular  virus  sometimes  finds  its  way  into  the  pleura  independently 
of  neighbouring  organs,  being  apparently  carried  by  the  blood  to  the 
pleural  sac.    The  lymphatic  system  of  the  lungs  is  not  in  direct  com- 
munication with  that  of  the  pleura,  and  so  it  does  not  usually  happen 
that  a  tubercular  pleurisy  develops  from  phthisis  pulmonalis  except  m 
its  later  sta-es.    The  true  tubercular  pleurisy  develops  independently 
of  lung  disease,  although  it  maybe  present  along  with  tuberculosis  nt 
the  lun-^s  in  acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  where  the  virus  is  undoubtedly 
conveyed  by  the  blood.    Tubercular  pleurisy  is  usually  an  acute  dis- 
ease, and  is  often  associated  with  tubercular  pericarditis  or,  more  rarely, 
with  tubercular  peritonitis. 

In  its  ANATOMICAL  DETAILS  acute  pleurisy  is  closely  analogous  to 
acute  pericarditis.     There  is  hypera.mia,  soon  followed  by  a  thiu 
fibrinous  deposit.   This  fibrinous  exudation,  forming  a  soft  yellow  layer^ 
often  attains  to  a  considerable  thickness,  forming  shaggy  V^'o^f^'^^^^^^^ 
the  pleural  surface  especially  in  the  reg^n  o  the  lower  lob.  Se^us 
fluid  is  also  exuded,  sometimes  in  considerable  abundance     If  the  fimd 
til  pleura  is  not  too  abundant  the  two  sm^faces  o  the  membrane 
come  in  contact,  and  there  is  adhesion  of  the  two  layers  of  fibm. 
Tht  adhesion  prevents  further  deposition  of  fibrine,  which  is  often  .-.ry 
thin  over  the  upper  lobe. 
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If  the  inflammation  goes  on  there  is  a  new-formation  of  vascular 
granulation  tissue  which  may  come  to  replace  the  fibrine.  If  two  such 
surfaces  are  in  contact,  by  absorption  of  the  serous  fluid  or  otherwise, 
coalescence  occurs  and  complete  union  of  the  surfaces,  the  granulation 
tissue  afterwards  developing  into  connective  tissue.  We  have  already 
seen  that  the  fluid  accumulated  in  the  pleural  sac  frequently  compresses 
the  lung  greatly,  producing  collapse  of  it. 

An  ordinary  pleurisy  may  go  on  to  suppuration  (empyema)  if  the 
inflammation  be  very  acute,  or  it  may  be  suppurative  from  the  out- 
set. In  the  latter  case  there  has  usually  been  some  specially  virulent 
irritant  present  in  the  pleura,  as  Avhere  a  metastatic  abscess  in  the 
lung  has  approached  the  pleura,  or  where  the  pleurisy  is  one  of  the 
phenomena  of  septicaemia.  In  these  cases  the  disease  is  generally  rapidly 
fatal,  and  we  may  find  remains  of  the  fibrinous  exudation  mixed  with 
abundant  pus.  Where  the  suppuration  has  come  on  in  the  course  of  a 
simple  pleurisy  the  disease  is  often  greatly  prolonged,  and  the  pleura 
undergoes  great  thickening,  being  converted  into  a  bulky  layer  of 
granulation  tissue  Hke  the  wall  of  an  abscess.  The  granulation  tissue 
may  undergo  partial  transformations  into  connective  tissue  with  occa- 
sional adhesion,  and  as  the  lung  has  been  compressed  by  the  exudation 
we  may  have  drawing  together  of  the  chest  to  an  extreme  degree  should 
the  pus  be  discharged  or  partially  absorbed. 

Eeference  has  already  been  made  to  TUBERCULAR  PLEURISY.  The 
tubercles  occur  in  the  form  of  comparatively  small  white  nodules  which 
are  present  in  the  substance  of  the  pleura,  but  near  the  surface.  They 
are  very  commonly  hidden  by  fibrinous  exudation,  and  are  therefore 
most  easily  seen  on  separating  the  lobes,  the  contact  of  which  has 
prevented  any  thick  fibrinous  deposit.  The  pleurisy  is  usually  pro- 
longed, and  we  have  at  once  fibrinous  exudation  with  a  certain  amount 
of  serum  and  chronic  thickening  of  the  membrane. 

Pleural  adhesions.— We  have  already  seen  that  an  acute  pleurisy 
may  result  in  adhesion  of  the  sac,  the  process  of  adhesion  resulting 
from  coalescence  of  the  surfaces  which  have  become  like  granulation 
tissue  from  the  inflammation.  Such  adhesion  will  not  occur  so  lono-  as 
fibrine  is  present  on  the  surface,  and  is  to  be  carefully  distinguished 
from  the  mere  gluing  which  may  occur  in  the  earlier  stages  from  the 
adhesion  of  the  fibrinous  exudation  on  opposed  surfaces.  But  we  have 
also  seen  that  in  the  frequent  chronic  pleurisy  of  phthisis  a  similar 
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adhesion  occurs,  and  the  method  of  its  occurrence  is  similar.  Without 
any  fibrinous  or  serous  exudation  (hence  called  dry  pleurisy)  the  sur- 
faces come  to  liave  the  characters  of  granulation  tissue  and  coalescence 
with  vascular  communication  occurs. 

Hydrothorax  is  a  dropsy  of  the  pleural  sac.  The  serous  exuda- 
tion of  acute  pleurisy  is  not  to  be  placed  in  this  category,  which  onl}- 
includes  cases  in  which  the  transudation  is  increased  without  inflamma- 
tion. Most  frequently  it  is  part  of  a  general  dropsy,  as  in  Bright's 
disease,  cardiac  disease,  or  anaemia.  Malignant  tumours,  especially 
secondary  cancers,  produce  hydrothorax  just  as  they  produce  accumu- 
lation in  the  peritoneal  sac.  As  cancers  spread  along  the  lymphatic 
spaces  it  may  possibly  be  that  the  dropsy  results  from  obstruction  of 
these. 

Pneumothorax  has  been  referred  to  in  connection  with  phthisis 
pulmonalis,  and  the  mode  of  origin  there  indicated  is  that  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases.  Of  the  remainder  there  are  some  in  which  it  is 
due  to  empyema — the  visceral  pleura  has  softened  and  the  lung  has  be- 
come ulcerated  so  as  to  communicate  with  the  pleura,  or  to  gangrene 
of  the  lung,  or  to  metastatic  abscesses,  or  to  the  bursting  of  emphy- 
sematous vesicles,  or  to  a  traumatic  cause.  The  air  in  the  jileural 
cavity  is  usually  at  a  high  pressure  and  the  cavity  is  much  distended,  so 
that  when  the  chest  is  opened  the  air  rushes  out  with  some  force.  The 
pleural  cavity  as  exposed  presents  a  remarkably  empty  appearance,  the 
lung  being  compressed  except  where  there  are  adhesions,  which  may  form 
tense  bridges  across  from  parietal  to  visceral  layer  or  may  limit  the 
pneumothorax  considerably.  If  the  patient  live  there  is  nearly  always 
an  acute  suppurative  pleurisy,  so  that  the  condition  may  be  designated 

PYO-PNEUMOTHORAX. 

Experimental  observation  seems  to  show  that  the  air  may  be 
absorbed,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  actual  clinical  observation.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases,  however,  the  pneumothorax  being  followed  b}- 
suppurative  pleurisy,  the  aperture  does  not  close  and  the  condition 
persists  till  death,  which  is  not  generally  long  delayed. 

Tumours  of  the  pleura  are  rarely  primary,  but  osteomas  and  lip- 
omas have  been  seen.  Cases  have  also  been  described  of  primary 
cancer  of  the  pleura  in  which  the  tumour  appeared  to  take  origin  in  the 
endothelium  of  the  sac  or  of  its  lymphatics. 
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Secondary  tumours  are  not  infrequent.  A  sarcoma  of  the  media- 
stinum, originating  in  the  bronchial  glands,  may  result  in  an  eruption  of 
secondary  tumours  in  the  pleura,  or  a  cancer  originatmg  m  connection 
with  the  bronchi  at  the  root  of  the  lung  may  have  a  similar  conse- 
quence. In  cancer  of  the  mamma  the  secondary  tumours  sometimes 
involve  the  chest  Avail  and  are  propagated  to  the  pleura  where  they 
produce  an  eruption,  and  may  pass  on  to  the  lungs.  Cancers  of  the 
peritoneum  also  frequently  cause  cancer  of  the  pleura.  In  all  these 
cases  the  tumours  form  pale  soft  masses  which  are  usually  flat  and 
sessile,  but  may  show  considerable  prominence.  As  already  mentioned, 
the  cancers  are  usually  associated  with  dropsical  exudation. 
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INTRODUCTORY  OBSERVATIONS. 


TN  studying  the  diseases  of  the  ahmentary  canal  certain  facts  as  to  its 
structure  and  functions  are  to  he  horne  in  mind.  The  canal  is  lincil 
throughout  by  a  mucous  membrane,  which  consists  of  loose  connective 
tissue  covered  with  epithelium  in  one  or  several  layers.  In  the  mucous 
membrane  and  to  some  extent  beneath  it  are  glands  which  in  different 
parts  have  different  structures,  but  everywhere  secrete  materials  that  pass 
into  the  calibre  of  the  canal.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  in  many 
parts  closed  follicles  of  a  lymphatic  structure  which  usually  lie  near  the 
surface  and  frequently  take  part  in  changes  going  on  there.  Beneath 
the  mucous  membrane  is  the  submucous  tissue  which,  for  the  most  part, 
is  loose,  and  so  allows  the  mucous  membrane  to  go  into  folds  or  be 
stretched  out  flat  according  to  the  state  of  dilatation  or  contraction  of 
the  canal.  Outside  this  there  is  a  muscular  coat,  generally  in  two 
layers,  by  means  of  which  movements  and  variations  in  calibre  are 
effected.  In  most  parts  of  the  intestinal  canal  there  is  a  serous  coat 
outside  of  all. 

In  the  diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal  it  is  chiefly  the  mucous  mem- 
brane that  we  have  to  deal  with,  the  subjacent  structures  being  usually 
subordinate  to  and  affected  secondarily  to  it.  The  serous  coat,  it  is  true, 
is  often  affected  independently ;  its  diseases,  however,  do  not  belong 
specially  to  the  alimentary  canal,  but  to  the  peritoneum  as  a  whole. 
The  mucous  membrane  on  account  of  its  exposure  to  a  variety  of  m- 
fluences  derived  from  the  varying  contents  of  the  canal  is  specially 
liable  to  inflammations,  and  the  great  majority  of  the  diseases  to  be 
considered  here  are  inflammatory  ones. 
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It  will  be  necessary  for  convenience  to  subdivide  the  alimentary 
canal  into  different  sections  and  to  consider  each  of  these  separately. 


A.- THE  MOUTH. 

As  the  mouth  is  exposed  in  an  especial  manner  to  external  influences, 
so  its  mucous  membrane  possesses  an  epithelium  in  many  layers,  and  it 
is  not  nearly  so  hable  to  inflammations  as  most  other  parts  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  MOUTH. 

Catarrh. — If  we  leave  out  of  view  the  catarrhs  of  the  fauces  and 
pharynx  Avhich  we  consider  afterwards,  simple  catarrh  of  the  mouth 
is  exceedingly  rare  as  a  primary  disease.  It  is  not  infrequent,  however, 
as  a  secondary  affection,  arising  from  the  irritation  of  carious  teeth, 
from  the  use  of  mercury,  the  presence  of  ulcers,  etc.  -It  is  also  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  the  acute  fevers,  especially  typhus,  scarlet  fever, 
small-pox  and  measles.  In  these  fevers  there  is  also  a  catarrh  of  the 
stomach,  and  the  inflammation  in  both  seems  due  to  the  action  'of  the 
poison  in  the  blood. 

The  mucous  membrane  is  swollen  and  red  and  there  is  greatly  in- 
creased desquamation  of  the  epithelium,  especially  inside  the  cheeks  and 
on  the  tongue.  The  desquamated  epithehum  is  mixed  with  leucocytes 
serous  exudation  and  mucus  in  varying  proportions,  and  on  that  account 
it  has  varying  characters.  On  the  tongue  there  is  usually  much  epithe- 
lium which  lies  on  the  surface,  and  so  a  tolerably  thick  layer  is  formed 
mostly  of  a  whitish  or  yellowish  colour  (furred  tongue).  On  the  cheeks 
and  gums  there  is  more  fluid  and  less  epithelium.  In  the  midst 
of  the  epithelium  and  leucocytes  bacteria  and  leptothrix  threads  are  to 
be  found.  If  the  jDatient  is  feverish  and  lies  with  the  mouth  0]}en,  the 
catarrhal  products  dry-in  and  form  a  dirty  brownish  coating  of  the 
tongue  and  gums  which  goes  under  the  name  of  sordes. 

Sometimes  the  inflammation  centres  especially  around  the  mucous 
glands,  and  they  may  form  prominent  nodules  or  vesicles.  To  this 
form  the  name  follicular  stomatitis  has  been  given,  and  it  is  fre- 
quently seen  in  children  during  dentition  or  after  measles,  and  is  often 
associated  with  catarrh  of  the  stomach  or  intestine.  The  vesicles  or 
small  prominences  frequently  burst  and  leave  multiple  small  ulcers 
covered  by  a  dirty  exudation. 
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Catarrh  of  the  mouth  rarely  assumes  a  phlegmonous  character,  in 
this  respect  contrasting  with  inflammation  of  the  fauces. 

Thrush  or  aphthous  stomatitis  or  soor. — This  condition  has 
already  been  mentioned  as  connected  with  the  presence  of  a  fungus. 
It  occurs  in  the  mouths  of  young  unhealthy  children,  but  is  also 
occasionally  seen  in  emaciated  adults,  as  in  diabetes.  The  normal 
secretion  of  the  mouth  is  alkaline,  but  in  this  disease  it  becomes  acid, 
which  may  perhaps  be  the  reason  that  the  fungus  develops.  If  the 
mouth  be  examined  it  will .  be  found  beset  with  small  white  spots, 
which  look  like  little  bits  of  white  curd  on  the  surface  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  These  patches  are,  however,  adherent,  and  in  removing 
them  the  mucous  membrane  beneath  will  be  found  red  and  bleeding. 
The  white  patch  consists  of  epithelium  united  into  a  membrane  by  ;t 
fungus,  the  oidium  albicans'  (Fig.  238).    It  consists  of  branching  threads 

composed  of  elongated 


cells  placed  end  to  end 
and  sometimes  losing 
themselves  in  masses 
of  spores.  The  aphth- 
ous patches  frequent!}- 
extend  from  the  mouth 
dowTiwards  to  the  pha- 
rynx and  oesophagus. 

The  condition  of  the 
mucous  membrane  in 
certain  special  forims 
of  inflammation  de- 
serves particular  men- 

Fig  238  —Oidium  albicans  or  thrush-fungus.  The  constituents    tion.      In  SMALL-POX, 

^HE^Ms^r"""^"'^"''' besides  a  general  ca- 
tarrh there  are  vesicles  or  pustules  analogous  to  those  on  the  skiu. 
We  have  first  whitish  patches  consisting  of  raised  and  desquam- 
ating epithelium.  The  epithelium  is  soon  discharged  and  superficial 
ulcers  result.  In  SCURVY  there  is  great  swelling  and  oedema  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  gums  around  the  teeth.  The  gums  bleed  and, 
apparently  as  a  consequence  of  this,  ulcers  form  at  the  edges  of  the 
teeth  and  may  extend  down  to  the  bone  which  may  undergo  necrosis. 
Very  often  the  teeth  are  loosened.    As  a  consequence  of  the  USE  pF 
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MERCUKY  we  sometimes  have  a  considerable  stomatitis.  It  occurs  after 
the  medicinal  use  of  mercury  and  also  among  workmen  who  employ  it 
in  their  occupations.  The  mucous  membrane  is  swelled,  especially  that 
of  the  gums  and  cheeks,  and  there  is  severe  salivation.  Ulcers  fre- 
quently form,  especially  on  the  internal  surface  of  the  cheeks  and  lips, 
and  on  the  edges  of  the  tongue.  They  may  be  in  the  form  of  flat 
excoriations  or  deeper  ulcers  with  a  membranous  covering. 

Gangrenous  stomatitis  or  oancrum  oris  or  noma. — This  disease, 
which  is  fortunately  a  rare  one,  occurs  in  badly  nourished  children, 
particularly  when  reduced  by  severe  illness  such  as  scarlet  fever  or 
measles.  It  presents  itself  first  as  a  diffuse  swelling  of  the  cheek  which 
is  seen  to  be  tense,  red,  and  glistening,  with  one  spot  in  the  centre 
usually  redder  than  the  rest.  On  examining  the  inside  of  the  mouth 
there  is  already  an  excavated  ulcer  opposite  the  red  spot  on  the  cheek, 
and  the  gums  opposite  may  also  be  ulcerated.  As  the  disease  pro- 
gresses more  and  more  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  is  ulcer- 
ated away.  At  the  same  time  the  red  sj)ot  on  the  cheek  gets  black  in 
the  centre,  and  afterwards  extends  in  area.  By  and  by  a  slough  of 
various  sizes  separates  and  a  communication  forms  through  the  cheek 
with  the  inside  of  the  mouth.  If  the  patient  survive  still  further  de- 
struction occurs,  the  necrosis  passing  on  to  the  surrounding  skin  of  the 
jaws,  even  to  the  ear  and  eyelids.  There  may  be  necrosis  of  the  jaws. 
Not  infrequently  this  disease  is  associated  with  a  gangrenous  pneu- 
monia and  there  are  general  symptoms  of  septic  poisoning. 

The  exact  nature  of  this  disease  is  not  known,  but  it  must  be  sus- 
pected from  the  rajpid  necrosis  that  a  specific  virus  has  to  do  with  it. 

Inflammation  of  the  tongue  deserves  a  brief  special  notice. 
We  have  seen  that  the  tongue  takes  part  in  most  of  the  inflammations 
of  the  mucous  membrane,  but  sometimes  it  becomes  the  seat  of  a  special 
inflammation  of  its  substance,  a  true  GLOSSITIS.  This  may  occur  as 
a  result  of  wounds  or  irritations  from  without,  or  in  the  course  of  such 
diseases  as  erysipelas  and  small-pox.  The  tongue  swells  greatly  in  con- 
sequence of  the  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the  interstitial  connective 
tissue,  and  this  sometimes,  though  rarely,  goes  on  to  the  formation  of 
abscesses.  The  muscular  fibres  are  swelled,  pale  and  brittle.  Usually 
the  inflammation  ends  in  resolution,  but  sometimes  it  becomes  chronic, 
and  there  may  be  great  increase  of  connective  tissue  with  permanent 
induration  of  the  tongue. 
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INFECTIVE  TUMOURS  OF  THE  MOUTH. 

Syphilis. — We  have  various  syphilitic  lesions  in  the  mouth,  from 
slight  inflammation  to  deep  ulceration.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  meet 
with  a  PRIMARY  CHANCRE  on  the  lips.  In  that  case  there  is  a  pro- 
minent tumour  which  has,  in  more  than  one  case,  been  taken  for  an 
epithelioma.  On  microscopic  examination  the  tumour  is  found  to  con- 
sist of  immense  aggregations  of  round  cells  (Fig.  239). 


Via.  239.— Section  of  a  cliancre  of  tlie  lip  which  was  excised  under  the  belief  that  it  was 
an  epithelioma.  There  are  multitudes  of  round  cells  beneath  the  epithelium,  which  is 
encroached  on  towards  the  left.    X  90. 

The  catarrh  which  accompanies  the  secondary  stage  is  often  ver}- 
slight,  but  it  may  be  accompanied  by  superficial  ulceration  of  consider- 
able extent.  Flat  condylomata  are  particularly  frequent  in  the 
mouth,  and  they  often  break  down  and  form  superficial  ulcers,  especiall} 
on  the  lower  lip  and  angle  of  the  mouth.  The  deeper  ulcers  arise  in 
connection  with  gummata,  which  form  in  the  substance  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  may  lead  to  very  serious  loss  of  substance.  If  healing 
occurs  a  cicatrix  forms,  but  cicatrices  sometimes  occur  without  ulcera- 
tion having  taken  place,  the  gumma  itself  giving  place  to  a  cicatrix. 
The  gummata  not  infrequently  have  their  seat  deep  in  the  substance 
of  the  tongue,  and  the  resulting  cicatrices,  mth  or  without  ulceration, 
may  produce  very  marked  deformity  of  this  organ. 

Lupus  not  infrequently  extends  from  the  neighbouring  skin  into  the 
mouth  and  may  produce  considerable  destruction.  Leprosy  also 
affects  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  sometimes.  Glanders  occa- 
sionally manifests  itself  here.  Tubercular  ulcers  are  exceedingly  rare. 
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TUMOUES  OF  THE  MOUTH. 

These  are  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence  and  considerable  variet}^ 
We  meet  rarely  with  fibromas,  lipomas,  and  enchondromas.  Eather  more 
common  are  adenoid  tumours  of  the  lips.    These  take  origin  in  the 
mucous  glands  of  the  lij)s,  and  frequently  become  converted  into  mucous  or 
colloid  cysts.    They  form  prominent  rounded  tumours  sometimes  as  large 
as  a  hazel-nut  and  are  readily  enucleated.   Vascular  tumours,  mostly 
congenital  usevi,  are  not  infrequent  on  the  lips,  forming  either  fiat  eleva- 
tions or,  more  rarely,  prominent  tumours  with  Hmited  base.  Vascular 
tumours  are  also  met  with  on  the  tongue.    AVarts  occur  on  the  lips, 
especially  at  the  edges.    In  that  situation  they  are  mostly  hard,  while 
those  on  the  proper  mucous  membrane  are  soft.    Not  infrequently  the 
wart  ulcerates,  and,  it  is  said,  may  give  origin  to  a  cancerous  tumour. 
Warty  outgrowths  also  occur  on  the  tongue.     The  papillaj  of  the 
tongue  sometimes  undergo  great  elongation,  especially  their  epithelial 
layers,  and  we  may  have  a  condition  as  of  hairs  on  the  tongue. 

Sarcomas  rarely  develop  in  the  mouth  itself,  although  they  have 
been  met  with  in  the  tongue.    On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  find  a  sarcoma  of  the  jaws  growing  from  the  periosteum 
and  projecting  into  the  mouth.    This  applies  especially  to  the  form  of 
tumour  called  epulis.    This  name  is  given  generally  to  tumours  which 
arise  from  the  alveolar  processes  of  the  jaws,  growing  mainly  from  the 
periosteum.    These  are  mostly  sarcomas  and  composed  of  spindle-cells, 
but  they  nearly  always  contain  giant-cells,  and  sometimes  these  are  in 
large  numbers.    Osseous  trabeculse  pass  into  them  frequently  from  the 
bone  beneath.    As  these  tumours  grow  they  jmsh  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  gums  before  them  and  so  form  red  prominences  of  a 
rounded  form,  behind,  in  front  of,  or  between  the  teeth,  and  generally 
hard  to  the  feel.    The  teeth  are  often  considerably  displaced  by  them 
as  they  grow,  especially  when  they  assume  large  dimensions  as  some- 
times happens. 

Cancers  of  the  mouth  are  nearly  all  of  the  epithelial  variety.  They 
are  of  very  frequent  occurrence  on  the  lips  and  are  also  common  on  the 
tongue.  On  the  lips  epithelioma  is  almost  confined  to  the  male  sex,  and 
has  Its  seat  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  in  the  lower  lip  This  is  fre 
quently  ascribed  to  the  fact  that  in  men  the  lip  is  more  frequently 
exposed  to  irritation  by  smoking  short  pipes  and  in  shaving.    On  the 
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tongue  the  epithelioma  usually  forms  at  the  edge,  and  it  is  often  said 
that  the  irritation  of  the  sharp  edge  of  a  carious  tooth  has  been  the 
starting  point.  The  epithelioma  hcgins  in  a  limited  infiltration  of  the 
lip  or  tongue,  but  as  a  rule  ulceration  soon  occurs,  and  the  tumour  pre- 
sents itself  as  a  flat  or  excavated  ulcer  with  infiltrated  edges.  By 
ulceration  great  destruction  may  take  place  of  the  lips  and  skin  around, 
or  of  the  tongue.  Secondary  epithehomatous  formation  frequently 
occurs  in  the  submaxillary  lymphatic  glands,  and  may  extend  to  the 


glands  of  the  neck. 


Macroglossia  is  a  condition  in  which  the  tongue  is  greatly  in- 
creased in  bulk,  the  enlargement  being  nearly  always  congenital.  Even 
at  birth  the  tongue  may  be  too  large  for  the  mouth  and  project  beyond 
the  lips.    Afterwards  it  may  increase  still  more,  and  as  the  child  grows  it 
may  displace  the  alveolar  processes  considerably.    For  the  most  part 
there  is  no  hypertrophy  here  except  of  the  interstitial  connective 
tissue,  but  evidences  of  new-formation  of  muscular  tissue  have  been  ob- 
served    As  a  rule,  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  hypertrophied  connective 
tissue  are  greatly  enlarged,  and  there  is  even  a  formation  of  cavernous 
tissue  the  spaces  in  which  are  filled  with  lymph.    In  this  way  we  may 
speak  of  lymphangioma  cavernosum  as  taking  part  m  the  condition.  It 
will  be  observed  that  the  condition  here  somewhat  resembles  that  m 
elephantiasis,  there  being  in  both  cases  a  great  new  formation  of  suc- 
culent connective  tissue  with  wide  lymph  spaces.    The  resemblance  is 
further  indicated  in  the  fact  that  the  lips  frequently  hypertrophy  as  well. 

Eanula  is  a  name  applied  to  cysts  which  form  beneath  the  tongue 
These  mostly  arise  as  retention-cysts  from  closure  of  Wharton  s  duct 
(duct  of  the  submaxillary  gland)  or  the  duct  of  the  sublingual  gland, 
but  they  may  take  origin  in  the  mucous  glands.  Before  the  occurrence 
o  he  cyst  there  is  usually  some  inflammation  of  the  floor  o  the  mou^ 
very  often  connected  with  affections  of  the  teeth.  According  to  the 
observations  of  Recklinghausen  referred  to  at  p.  206,  the  cyst  arises  y 
dilatation  of  the  duct,  while  the  gland  structure  V-J^^^^.^^^^l^^^^^^ 
the  material  by  whose  accumulation  the  cyst  forms  (see  Fig.  81,  p.  .Ob). 

AFFECTIONS  OF  THE  TEETH. 
In  studying  the  diseases  of  the  teeth  we  have     remember  what  are 
their  constitutnt  and  related  stmctures.    The  hard  part  of  the  tooth 
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consists  of  enamel,  dentine,  and  cement.  The  enamel,  containing 
very  little  organic  matter  (only  about  2  or  3  per  cent.),  is  for  the  most 
part  passive,  and  even  presents  great  mechanical  resistance  to  destruc- 
tive processes.  In  its  original  formation  it  is  a  superadded  structure, 
and  for  this  reason  also  it  takes  little  part  in  the  morbid  changes  which 
occur  in  the  teeth.  The  dentine,  consisting  of  tubules  with  a  hard 
matrix,  possesses  a  much  larger  proportion  of  organic  matter  (28  per 
cent.),  and  is  much  more  directly  involved  in  morbid  processes.  The 
CEMENT,  which  covers  those  parts  of  the  tooth  which  are  devoid  of 
enamel,  consists  of  true  bone,  and  is  liable  to  changes  of  a  similar 
nature  to  those  of  bone. 

Turning  to  the  soft  parts,  the  pulp  fills  the  cavity  of  the  tooth  and 
has  an  outline  parallel  to  that  of  the  tooth  as  a  whole.  The  pulp  is  a 
soft,  highly  vascular  tissue,  and  is  concerned  in  the  nutrition  of  the 
dentme.  ^  It  is  also  richly  supplied  with  nerves  whose  filaments  pass 
in  part  into  the  dentinal  tubules.  The  pulp  is  so  sensitive  that  in 
popular  language  it  is  called  "  the  nerve."  In  the  original  formation 
of  the  tooth  the  dentine  is  produced  by  the  structure  which  is  after- 
wards represented  by  the  pulp,  and  through  hfe  the  latter  retains  to  a 
considerable  extent  its  formative  power.  As  we  shall  see  afterwards. 
It  IS  concerned  in  the  formation  of  the  secondary  dentine. 

The  tooth  is  fitted  accurately  into  the  alveolus  by  means  of  the 
cement  on  the  one  hand  and  the  DENTAL  PERIOSTEUM  or  periodontal 
membrane  on  the  other.  This  membrane,  lying  between  the  cement 
and  the  bone  of  the  jaw,  forms  a  kind  of  double  periosteum,  and  is 
from  Its  position,  very  liable  to  the  action  of  mechanical  forces,  bein- 
placed  between  two  rigid  structures,  one  of  which  (the  tooth)  it 
peculiarly  exposed  to  mechanical  interference.  It  is  continuous  at 
the  apex  of  the  root  with  the  pulp,  and  at  the  neck  with  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  gums  on  the  one  hand  and  the  periosteum  of  the 
jaw  on  the  other.  We  shall  see  afterwards  that  inflammations  are  apt 
o  extend  from  the  pulp  to  the  dental  periosteum,  and  from  the  latter  to 
tiie  gums  and  maxillary  periosteum. 

CARIES.-This  name  is  applied  to  a  condition  which  is  not  quite 
analogous  to  caries  of  bone,  except  in  so  far  as  in  both  there  is  destruc- 

mflammatory  processes,  but  caries  of  the  teeth  has  no  such  origin 

dentine  and  their  subsequent  disintegration.     The  process  appears 
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to  begin  very  commonly  in  places  where  the  enamel  shows  normally 
rather  deep  furrows,  and  is  therefore  thinner  and  more  easily  destroyed 
than  elsewhere.  When  the  caries  reaches  the  dentine  it  advances  more 
freely,  so  that  the  enamel  may  to  some  extent  be  undermined.  The 
lime  salts  are  first  absorbed,  and  then  the  organic  basis  is  broken 
down.  The  caries  advances  in  the  direction  of  the  dentinal  tubules,  as 
shown  in  Fig.  240. 

Various  views  have  been  held  as  to  the  nature  of  the  process.  At 
one  time  it  was  regarded  as  inflammatory,  but  this  view  may  be  set 
aside,  chiefly  on  the  ground  that  a  process  exactly  similar  occurs 
in  teeth  which  have  been  drawn  and  re-inserted,  as  well  as  in  arti- 
ficial teeth  made  of  the  ivory  of  the  hippopotamus.     The  caries 
consists,  in  fact,  of  a  gradual  solution  of  the  lime  salts,  and  for  this 
solution  we  must  infer  the  existence  of  an  acid.    The  secretion  of  the 
mouth  is  naturally  alkaline,  but  in  carious  teeth  an 
acid  reaction  has  been  detected.  The  acidity  is  often 
connected  with  derangements  of  the  stomach,  but  it 
may  have  a  more  local  origin,  as  when  the  secretion 
of  the  gums  is  abnormal,  or  perhaps  when  food  is 
undergoing  acid  fermentation  in  contact  with  the 
teeth.    It  may  be  that  before  the  teeth  yield  to  an 
undue  acidity  they  have  already  an  abnormally  weak 
power  of  resistance,  and  this  may  be  related  to  per- 
sonal pecuharities,  inherited  or  otherwise. " 

At  the  advancing  margin  of  the  caries  a  widening 
of  the  dentinal  tubes  is  visible,  and  in  these  widened 
tubes,  as  well  as  in  the  carious  cavity,  bacteria  and 
leptothrix  threads  are  to  be  found.  By  some  the 
process  has  been  ascribed  to  the  action  of  these  organ- 
isms, and  especially  by  Klebs,  but  these  views  stand 
in  need  of  confirmation. 


Inflammation  frequently  follows  on  caries,  and 


Fig  240. —  Section  of 
tooth  with  caries.  There 

are  two  cavities,  one  on  ^^^^  

ca^ty  a' Mw"foiTOatton       ^^^^     iisuallv  iuvolvcd.    It  is  almost  certainh 

of    secondary    dentine,       ^  f    f  •>    _   „f„„f;rMi   into  the 

The  secondary  dentine  is  attacked  if  the  caries  causcs  penetiation  mto  me 
l^ti'^afthrca^tTes^irt  p^ip  but  evcu  beforc  this  takes  place  there  is  fre- 
■Srar"^ead^nS  '      'tiy  some  inflammation.     This  sometimes  ex- 

from  these.    CAfter  Sal-    J-  c . ... 


from  these. 

TER.) 


presses  itself  in  a  new-formation  of  SECONDAEY 
DENTINE  inside  the  tooth  around  the  point  to  which  the  J^^^ 
vancing  (see  Fig.  240).    In  this  way  the  canous  cavity  may  be  shut  ott 
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from  the  cavity  of  the  jjulp,  and  so  a  more  serious  inflammation  warded 
off".  Very  frequently,  however,  a  more  acute  inflammation  of  the  pulp 
occurs,  Avith  redness,  swelling,  great  pain,  not  infrequently  also  with 
complete  necrosis  of  the  pulp,  and,  in  consequence,  of  the  whole  tooth. 

The  inflammation  often  extends  to  structures  around  the  tooth. 
The  root-membrane  or  dental  periosteum,  which  covers  the  root  portion 
of  the  tooth,  is  the  structure  most  directly  attacked.  This  membrane  is, 
as  we  have  seen,  intimately  connected  towards  the  neck  of  the  tooth  with 
the  submucous  tissue  of  the  gums,  and  the  periosteum  of  the  alveolar 
process  of  the  jaw.  Inflammations  of  these  structures,  especially  of  the 
gums,  very  frequently  ensue,  resulting  in  the  well-known  GUM-BOIL,  which 
often  goes  on  to  sujipuration  and  abscess,  forming  the  so-called  PARULis. 
The  abscess  usually  bursts  into  the  mouth,  but  it  may  produce  ex- 
tensive swelling  of  the  gum,  and  lead  even  to  penetration  outwards, 
resulting  in  a  fistulous  opening  in  the  skin. 

The  result  may  be  even  more  serious  if  the  periosteum  of  the 
jaw  becomes  inflamed,  resulting,  it  may  be,  in  suppuration  which  is 
apt  to  be  chronic.  With  the  periostitis  there  is  usually  new-formation 
of  bone,  causing  thickening  of  the  jaw. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  these  inflammations  of  the  root-membrane  and 
periosteum  of  the  jaw  sometimes  occur  apart  from  caries,  as  a  result, 
for  instance,  of  poisoning  with  phosphorus  or  mercury,  and  in  scurvy. 
In  that  case  the  inflammation  is  not  limited  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
one  tooth,  but  extends  probably  to  a  series. 

The  cement,  which,  it  must  be  remembered,  is  composed  of  bony 
tissue,  sometimes  undergoes  a  hypertrophy  to  which  the  name  exos- 
tosis or  OSTEOMA  is  often  given.  Tliis  is  scarcely  a  true  bony  tumour, 
but  originates  rather  in  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the  cement,  leading 
to  a  considerable  new-formation  of  bony  tissue.  In  this  way  are 
formed  prominent  tuberous  outgrowths  from  the  roots  of  the  teeth, 
which  may  be  locahzed  to  one  part  of  the  fang,  or  cover  a  considerable 
portion  of  it,  or  even  the  whole  root  portion  of  the  tooth.  In  the 
latter  case  it  is  as  if  the  root  were  enlarged  by  rough  accretions  on  its 
surface.  These  so-called  exostoses  sometimes  off'er  serious  resistance  to 
the  extraction  of  the  teeth. 

Another  form  of  tumour  connected  with  the  teeth  is  that  which 
Virchowhas  called  the  odontoma  This  tumour  arises  in  connection  with 
teeth  retained  in  the  alveoli  by  faulty  development.  The  tumours  are 
composed  of  dentine  and  enamel,  and  are  of  small  size  and  rare  occurrence 
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B.— THE  SOFT  PALATE,  PHARYNX,  AND  TONSILS. 

Introductory  Observations. — In  studying  the  diseases  of  these 
parts  there  are  two  circumstances  to  be  taken  into  account  very  care- 
fully :  the  one  concerns  the  structure  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
other  the  circumstances  as  to  its  exposure  to  influences  from  without. 

The  mucous  membrane  here  differs  from  that  of  the  mouth  proper 
chiefly  in  respect  that  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  mucous  glands  there 
are  numerous  lymphatic  follicles.    The  distinction  between  these  two  is 
not  always  correctly  appreciated.     The  mucous  glands  are  racemose 
glands  with  proper  ducts,  opening  on  the  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane.   The  follicular  glands,  as  they  are  often  called  in  rather  a  con- 
fusing way,  are  strictly  comparable  with  the  closed  follicles  of  the 
intestine.    In  the  pharynx,  soft  palate,  and  root  of  the  tongue  they 
occur  in  the  form  of  isolated  rounded  masses  of  lymphatic  tissue,  like 
the  solitary  follicles  of  the  intestine.    In  the  tonsils  we  have  aggrega- 
tions of  these  follicles  not  unlike  Peyer's  patches.    The  prominence 
of  these  follicles  in  the  tonsils  causes  the  mucous  membrane  to  be 
thrown  into  folds,  and  so  we  have  comparatively  deep  recesses,  which 
are  sometimes  called  crypts,  and  in  which  secretions  may  accumulate, 
especially  if  their  depth  is  exaggerated  by  diseased  conditions. 

The  other  circumstance  alluded  to  is  that  from  their  exposed  condi- 
tion these  parts  are  peculiarly  prone  to  irritation  from  agents  coming 
to  them  by  the  inspired  air.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth 
o-enerally  seems  peculiarly  resistant  to  external  irritations,  but  here, 
tvhere  there  is  the  transition,  as  it  were,  from  the  mucous  membrane' 
exposed  to  external  influences  to  that  protected  from  them,  these  in- 
flammatory manifestations  occur  with  peculiar  frequency.  Almost  aJi 
the  diseases  we  have  to  treat  of  here  are  forms  of  inflammation,  and  it 
is  usual  to  describe  these  under  the  general  designation  of  Angina. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  FAUCES. 
Acute  catarrhal  ANCINA-This  forms  the  most  ordinary  sore 
throat,  and  occurs  either  from  "cold,"  especially  at  seasons  o  the  j-cai- 
when  sudden  changes  of  temperature  are  preva  ent  or  as  a  local  sym- 
ptom of  a  general  disease  such  as  measles,  scarlet  fever  small-  ox  t 
may  be  said  regarding  scarlet  fever,  small-pox,  and  diphtheria  that  the 
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throat  affection  in  them  begins  with  an  acute  catarrh,  but  that,  espe- 
cially in  scarlet  fever  and  dij)htheria,  it  nearly  always  goes  on  to  some- 
thing more  serious.  In  the  simple  catarrh  there  is  redness  and  swelling 
of  the  mxicous  membrane  with  a  mucous  exudation  which  covers  the 
surface  and  may  have  a  tough  consistence.  Sometimes  vesicles  form  on 
the  mucous  membrane. 


Chronic  catarrh  very  frequently  follows  on  the  acute  form,  espe- 
cially when  there  have  been  repeated  attacks.  The  conditions  are 
somewhat  different  in  different  cases,  and  rather  comjDlicated  classifica- 
tions have  been  introduced.  As  in  other  chronic  inflammations  there 
is  here,  for  the  most  part,  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane,  but 
there  are  different  ways  in  which  this  may,  to  some  extent,  locahze 
itself.  There  may  be  a  general  hypertrophy  of  the  superficial  layers  of 
the  mucous  membrane,  and,  as  the  blood-vessels  remain  congested,  it  is 
a  rather  succulent  swelling.  This  causes  what  is  called  the' relaxed 
throat.  The  appearances  are  most  pronounced  in  the  case  of  the  uvula, 
which  becomes  elongated,  sometimes  to  a  very  marked  extent.  At 
other  times  the  swelhng  is  not  so  uniform,  but  with  some  general 
thickening  there  is  an  occasional  localized  prominence  causing  the 
mucous  membrane  to  assume  a  granular  ajDpearance.  This  form  occurs 
mostly  among  clergymen,  singers,  actors  and  others  whose  occupation 
requires  them  to  use  their  voices  for  prolonged  periods  with  a  loud  tone. 
It  is  not  by  any  means  certain  what  the  exact  structure  of  the-  promin- 
ent granulations  in  this  disease  is,  but  it  seems  likely  that  there  are 
really  two  conditions  included  under  the  name.  In  one  of  them  the 
mucous  glands  are  involved  and  may  be  seen  discharging  a  milky  fluid. 
In  the  other  the  enlargement  is  not  connected  with  the  mucous  glands, 
but  is  usually  supposed  to  depend  on  enlargement  of  the  closed 
folHcles,  although  Stoerk  has  recently  stated  that  it  really  consists  of  a 
hypertrophy  of  the  epithelium.  The  condition  is  often  called  follicular 
pharyngitis  from  the  view  that  the  closed  folHcles  are  mainly  concerned. 
Ulcers  may  form  in  connection  with  these  swellings  and  they  are  called 
follicular  ulcers. 

Acute  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  fauces  frequently 
results  in  the  formation  of  abscesses.  It  is  a  condition  of  somewhat 
common  occurrence.  Here  there  is  not  merely  a  surface  catarrh,  but 
the  mucous  membrane  and  submucous  tissue  are  involved  in  an  Icute 
inflammation  of  a  very  intense  kind  which  usually  goes  on  to  suppura- 
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tion.    The  disease  very  commonly  l)egins  on  one  side  and  frequently 
involves  the  tonsil,  sometimes  extending  thence  to  the  posterior  wall  of 
the  pharynx.     The  sweUing  and  redness  are  very  great  from  hypei- 
a3mia  and  (judema  of  the  whole  structures,  and  the  patient  may  have 
difficulty  in  opening  the  mouth.    If  it  goes  on  to  suppuration  the  pus 
often  collects  and  forms  an  abscess  which  bursts  into  the  throat.  In 
some  cases  the  acute  inflammation  extends  downwards  to  the  ba.se  of 
the  epiglottis  and  the  case  becomes  dangerous  because  of  the  possible 
supervention  of  oedema  glottidis.    It  should  be  added  that  the  name 
QUINCY  is  applied  to  this  disease  as  well  as  to  a  more  local  inflamma- 
tion of  the  tonsils  alone. 

The  causes  of  the  inflammation  are  frequently  obscure.  It  seems  as 
if  some  intense  irritant  were  acting  on  the  fauces,  and  the  fact  that 
severe  sore-throats  often  occur  in  a  number  of  persons  about  the  same 
time  would  point  to  the  existence  of  a  virus  of  some  kind.  The  occur- 
rence of  a  similar  inflammation  in  scarlet  fever  is  also  confirmatory  of  the 
supposition  that  the  disease  owes  its  origin  to  a  virus.  It  sometimes  hap- 
pens that  the  inflammation,  after  attacking  one  side,  passes  round  and 
involves  the  other,  and  this  looks  like  an  irritant  which  propagates  itself. 

Diphtheria.— The  changes  which  occur  in  this  disease  have  already 
been  referred  to  in  considering  its  manifestations  in  the  air  passages. 
It  usually  begins  in  the  fauces  and  has  its  centre  there.  The  charac- 
teristic phenomenon  here  is  the  formation  of  a  fibrinous  exudation.  In 
order  to  that  there  must  be  the  necrosis  of  the  epithelium  on  the  surface. 
As  we  have  seen  there  is  usually  in  the  fauces  a  deeper  necrosis  involv- 
ing the  mucous  membrane  to  a  greater  or  less  depth.  Besides  the 
exudation  and  necrosis  there  are  other  signs  of  inflammation,  chiefly  in 
the  presence  of  leucocytes  infiltrating  the  mucous  membrane  and  pass- 
ing into  the  exudation. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  mucous  membrane  is  not  involved  in 
the  exudation,  so  that  when  the  exudation  is  removed  there  is  no  loss 
of  substance.  As  a  rule,  however,  there  is  necrosis  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  this  in  all  degrees  till  we  come  to  the  so-called  gangren- 
ous form.  In  this  form,  as  the  exudation  separates,  it  carries  with  it 
portions  of  tissue,  and  as  these  only  by  degrees  become  detached  from 
the  living  tissue,  it  looks  as  if  exudation  and  dead  tissue  were  together 
sloucrhs  of  the  mucous  membrane.  These  sloughs  frequently  look  more 
serious  than  they  are,  but  there  may  be  considerable  loss  of  substance, 
and  ulcers  of  some  depth  and  size  may  be  left. 
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The  disposition  of  the  patches  of  exudation  is  very  various.  Some- 
times they  arc  mainly  on  the  tonsils,  sometimes  on  the  soft  palate  and 
uvula.  Extension  to  the  posterior  nares  on  the  one  hand  and  to  the 
larynx  on  the  other  is  very  frequent,  the  latter,  as  we  have  seen,  being 
particularly  common. 

Acute  Tonsillitis  is,  as  we  have  seen,  occasionally  a  part  of  a 
general  phlegmonous  inflammation  of  the  fauces.  Occurring  more  in- 
dependently it  is  accompanied  by  considerable  swelling,  consisting  of 
an  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the  lymphatic  follicles  of  the  tonsils. 
Sometimes  it  goes  on  to  suppuration,  but  rarely  does  so  when  the  ton- 
sils alone  are  afiected.  The  swelling  in  many  cases  does  not  fully 
subside,  and  gives  rise  to  a  more  or  less  permanent  enlargement  such  as 
Ave  have  next  to  consider. 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  mainly  shows  itself  in  the  form  of  hyper- 
trophy or  THE  tonsils.  Certain  persons,  especially  in  youth,  are 
prone  to  repeated  subacute  inflammations  of  the  tonsils,  and  as  these 
recur  the  tonsils  acquire  a  permanent  enlargement.  This  consists  ana- 
tomically in  a  true  hypertrophy  of  the  lymphatic  follicles,  although 
there  is  sometimes  also  an  increase  of  the  interstitial  connective  tissue. 
For  this  reason  the  tonsils  are  rarely  much  indurated,  the  soft  lym- 
phatic tissue  existing  so  abundantly  as  to  make  the  structure  as  a  whole 
somewhat  soft.  The  hypertrophy  appears  to  be  not  always  the  result 
of  chronic  inflammation,  or  at  least  it  is  frequently  altogether  out  of 
proportion  in  amount  to  the  inflammation.  The  greatest  degree  of 
hypertrophy  is  met  with  in  children,  and  they  are  not  so  liable  to  acute 
tonsillitis  as  youths.  There  are  cases  even  of  congenital  hypertrophy 
of  the  tonsils,  and  there  are  still  more  frequent  cases  of  a  gradual  en- 
largement without  any  apparent  attacks  of  inflammation.  In  this  way 
the  ^tonsils  may  acquire  very  large  dimensions,  reaching  the  size  of  a 
hen's  egg  on  some  occasions. 

Syphilitic  Disease  of  the  Fauces.— This  manifests  itself  in 
multifarious  ways.  A  persistent  catarrh  having  the  ordinary  characters 
of  subacute  simple  catarrh  is  very  common.  Mucous  tubercles  or  con- 
dylomata are  tolerably  frequent,  especially  in  the  pillars  of  the  fauces 
and  m  the  soft  palate.  In  the  tertiary  stage,  with  or  without  the  formation 
of  gummata,  there  may  be  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane  Not  in- 
frequently the  ulceration  extends  very  deeply  and  causes  destruction  of 
the  uvula  and  palate.    It  may  extend  to  the  epiglottis  and  so  further 
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It  is  frequently  accompanied  hy  considerable  thickening  and  cicatricial 
contraction,  so  that  it  may  lead  to  great  deformity  and  sometimes  to 
stenosis  of  the  pharynx. 

Tubercular  Ulcers. — These  are  of  very  rare  occurrence  here,  al- 
though so  common  in  the  larynx.  The  disease  is  associated  with 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  and  is  really  due  to  an  extension  upwards  of  tuljer- 
cular  ulceration  of  the  larynx.  It  occurs  in  the  form  of  superficial 
ulcers,  originally  of  a  circular  form. 

The  Tumours  of  the  Fauces  are  not  so  different  from  those  of 
the  mouth  as  to  call  for  very  special  remark,  and  they  are  altogether  of 
much  less  frequent  occurrence.  We  meet  with  papillary  excrescences, 
cysts,  sarcomas,  and  epitheliomas. 


C— THE  (ESOPHAGUS. 

The  diseases  of  this  part  of  the  alimentary  canal  are  important  from 
a  practical  point  of  view,  chiefly  because  of  the  natural  narroAvness  of 
the  tube.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  ojsophagus  is  covered  by  a 
thick  layer  of  stratified  flat  epithelium,  and  the  mucous  glands  are 
comparatively  few. 

Dilatation  of  the  (Esophagus.— Of  this  somewhat  frequent  con- 
dition two  forms  may  be  distinguished.  Besides  a  local  dilatation  about 
to  be  mentioned,  we  have  a  GENERAL  dilatation  of  the  tube  as  a  re- 
sult of  obstruction  at  any  part  of  its  course.  The  obstruction  is  mostly 
low  down  in  the  oesophagus  and  may  be  even  at  the  cardiac  end  of  the 
stomach;  or  the  stomach  and  oesophagus  may  be  simultaneously  dilated 
by  obstruction  of  the  pyloric  end  of  the  stomach.  With  the  dilatation 
in  these  cases  there  may  be  considerable  thickening  of  the  muscular 
coat,  although  this  is  not  always  present. 

Contrasted  with  this  general  dilatation  is  the  partial  dilatation 
or  diverticulum.  The  mode  of  origin  of  these  diverticula  is 
sometimes  obscure.  There  are  some  which  seem  to  owe  then- 
origin  to  an  imperfect  closure  of  the  commumcation  between  the 
c^sfphagus  and  the  trachea  during  fcBtal  life.     If  this  closure  be 
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delayed,  then  the  wall  of  the  oesophagus  may  remain  bulged  out  in 
front  and  from  this  beginning  a  larger  diverticulum  may  arise.  More 
commonly,  however,  the  diverticula  form  on  the  posterior  wall  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  pharynx  or  upper  part  of  the  oesophagus.  It  is 
probable  that  for  the  most  part  these  originate  by  a  piece  of  hard  food 
lodging  in  a  fold  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  being  gradually  pushed 
outwards,  carrying  the  wall  of  the  tube  with  it.  As  the  sac  enlarges,  it 
hangs  downwards  with  its  mouth  presenting  upwards,  and  so  it  is  always 
ready  to  receive  the  food  in  its  passage  downwards.  It  is  probable  that 
in  most  of  these  cases  there  is  a  separation  of  the  fibres  of  the  muscular 
coat  of  the  oesophagus  or  pharynx,  and  that  the  mucous  membrane  is 
pushed,  as  it  were,  through  the  muscular  coat.  It  is  consistent  with 
this  view  that  the  diverticula  are  most  common  at  the  junction  of 
pharynx  and  oesophagus,  where  the  circular  muscular  coat  is  thinnest. 
If  the  sac  is  of  any  considerable  size  and  filled  with  food,  it  vsdll  press  on 
the  oesophagus  below  its  mouth,  and  of  itself  produce  an  obstruction. 
In  this  way  the  food  is  prevented  passing  down  the  oesophagus  and  goes 
readily  into  the  sac.  We  have  therefore,  for  the  most  part,  a  continu- 
ally increasing  enlargement  of  the  diverticulum  which  may  reach  the 
dimensions  of  a  child's  head  or  larger.  It  contains  the  remains  of  the 
decomposing  food,  with  more  or  less  mucus  which  is  sometimes  present 
in  considerable  masses.  If  the  diverticulum  is  moderate  in  size  its  wall 
may  still  contain  some  muscular  fibre,  although,  from  what  has  been 
already  mentioned,  it  will  appear  that  the  muscular  coat  is  mostly  absent 
except  just  at  the  neck. 

Besides  the  two  modes  of  origin  already  mentioned  a  third  has  been 
distinguished.  The  lymphatic  glands  at  the  root  of  the  lung  sometimes, 
after  enlarging,  undergo  softening  and  cicatricial  contraction.  If  a 
gland,  under  these  circumstances,  has  acquired  adhesion  to  the  oesopha- 
gus, it  may  in  its  contraction  drag  the  wall  of  the  latter  outwards.  In 
this  way  the  oesophagus  may  acquire  a  funnel-shaped  pouch  which  is 
Hable  to  enlargement  by  the  food  being  pushed  against  it.  As  it  is 
mostly  the  bronchial  glands  that  are  concerned  here,  such  diverticula 
are  usually  found  near  the  bifurcation  of  the  trachea,  and  they  some- 
times perforate  into  the  trachea,  forming  fistulous  openings.  They 
have  also  been  observed  to  perforate  into  neighbouring  cavities  such 
as  the  pericardium  or  pleura,  producing  serious  inflammations  of  these. 

Obstruction  of  the  (Esophagus.— This  condition  may  arise  as  a 
consequence  of  pressure  from  without,  by  tumours,  aneurisms,  abscesses. 
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But  it  is  mucli  more  frequent  fi-om  disease  in  the  tube  itself.  Ulcers 
of  various  kinds,  by  the  cicatricial  conti'action  incident  to  attempts  at 
healing,  ma}'  induce  obstruction,  as,  for  example,  ulcers  from  swalloAving 
strong  acids,  syphilitic  ulcers,  etc.  Still  more  frequent  are  obstructions 
from  tumours  of  the  oesophagus,  and  especially  cancers,  which  we  shall 
have  to  refer  to  immediately,  As  we  have  already  seen,  obstructions  of 
the  oesojihagus  frequently  give  rise  to  dilatations  Avith  hypertrophy  of 
the  muscular  coat  above  the  seat  of  constriction.  Sometimes  the  dilata^ 
tion  becomes  more  partial,  so  that  with  a  general  dilatation  there  is 
a  partial  diverticulum. 

Inflammations  of  the  oesophagus  are  of  comparatively  little  moment. 
The  mucous  membrane  is  formed  so  as  to  resist  the  action  of  irritants, 
and  unless  the  action  be  peculiarly  strong  we  have  not  considerable 
inflammation.  When  strong  acids  or  alkalies,  or  substances  at  a  high 
temperature,  are  swallowed,  they  may  cause  superficial  necrosis  and 
considerable  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane.     The  small-pox 

eruption  may  extend  into  the  oesopha- 
gus, producing  inflammation  there. 

Strong  acids  or  alkalies  when  swal- 
lowed usually  produce  much  more  seri- 
ous results  in  the  stomach  than  in  the 
oesophagus,  as  they  pass  rapidly  over 
the  surface  of  the  latter.  Acids  jjro- 
duce  whitish,  yellowish,  or  brownish 
sloughs  of  the  epithelium,  sometimes 
penetrating  to  the  mucous  membrane 
itself.  Caustic  alkalies,  on  the  other 
hand,  dissolve  the  epithelium,  produc- 
ing a  greyish  gelatinous  material  which 
lies  on  the  surface.  If  they  penetrate 
to  the  mucous  membrane  they  reduce 
it  to  a  soft,  brownish,  half-diffluent 
substance.  If  recovery  occurs,  there 
are  at  first  ulcers  with  more  or  less 
violent  inflammation,  and  afterwards 

Pig  241 -Perforating  ulcer  in  lower  part   healing  with  contraction  of  the  ulccrS 

t^^SsJ^^^lnSr''^'''^''  and  possibly  considerable  narro^ving 

of  the  tube. 

Small-pox  pustules  in  the  o3Sophagus  are  very  similar  to  those  in  .the 
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mouth,  and,  like  them,  they  readily  lose  their  epithelial  covering  and 
become  converted  into  ulcers.  They  are  accompanied  by  signs  of  inflam- 
mation of  the  mucous  membrane  generally. 

Perforating  Ulcers  of  the  OEsophagus. — A  few  cases  have  been 
observed  of  round  ulcers  in  the  lower  part  of  the  oesophagus  similar  to 
those  which  will  be  described  as  of  common  occurrence  in  the  stomach. 
Figure  241  represents  an  ulcer  of  this  kind  which  perforated  into  the 
left  main  bronchus,  causing  gangrene  of  the  lung  on  account  of  the 
food  passing  in.  There  have  been  cases  also  in  which  the  ulcer  haS' 
penetrated  into  the  aorta. 

TuiviouRS  of  the  (Esophagus. — Simple  tissue  tumours  are  rare.  We 
meet  \vith.  lipomas  and  fibromas,  and  the 
author  has  described  of  MYOMA  (Fig. 

242)  in  which  a  tumour  4f  inches  long  and 
2  inches  in  thickness  was  attached  by  a  com- 
paratively narrow  neck,  and  produced  death 
by  obstructing  the  tube.  Polypoid  tumours 
of  a  similar  form  are  met  with  having  a  fibrous 
structure. 

Cancer  of  the  oesophagus  is  by  far  the 
most  important  form  of  tumour  met  with. 
The  cancer  is  nearly  always  in  the  form  of 
flat-celled  epithelioma,  and  in  its  histological 
details  closely  conforms  to  cancer  of  the  lip. 
The  masses  of  epithehal  cells  infiltrate  the 
spaces  in  the  underlying  connective  tissue,  and 
the  tumour  also  projects  somewhat  into  the 
calibre  of  the  tube.  Here  also  there  is  a  great 
tendency  to  ulceration,  the  mechanical  action 
of  the  food  in  swallowing  doubtless  contribut- 
ing to  this  result.  Pi^.  242.-Polypoid  myoma  of 

The  tumour  begins  at  a  limited  part  of  the  r^Slifc.^^^&mlf^i" 
mucous  membrane,  but  it  has  a  special  tendency 

to  extend  round  the  tube  in  the  form  of  a  ring.  t°L'trteKrite  o^st*^ 
There  has  been  considerable  discussion  as  to 

the  most  common  situation  of  the  tumour,  and  the  result  of  the 
comparison  of  various  statistics  seems  to  be  that  the  most  frequent 
seat  is  the  lower  third.      Scarcely  less  frequent  than  this  is  the 
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middle  third,  and  especially  the  place  corresponding  with  the  l)ifur- 
cation  of  the  trachea.  In  the  upper  third  epithelioma  is  comparatively 
infrequent. 

This  form  of  tumour  frequently  leads  to  obstruction  of  the  cesophar 
gus,  and  it  produces  this  result  in  more  ways  than  one.  On  examining 
the  oesophagus  after  death  the  seat  of  the  tumour  is  often  indicated 
externally  by  a  narrowing  of  the  tube,  which  is  also  more  rigid  here 
than  elsewhere.  The  infiltration  of  the  walls  of  the  oesophagus,  by 
irritating  the  connective  tissue,  causes  a  chronic  inflammation  with  the 
usual  new-formation  of  connective  tissue,  which  contracts  and  narrows 
the  tube.  Besides  this,  the  mere  rigidity  of  the  tube  preventing  its 
dilatation  when  the  morsel  is  being  swallowed,  may  produce  during  life  a 
feeling  of  obstruction  at  the  point  concerned.  The  projection  of  the 
tumour  into  the  calibre  is  another  element,  which  tells  especially  in  the 
earlier  periods.  But  as  ulceration  occurs,  this  projection  of  the 
tumour  usually  becomes  inconsiderable,  and  there  may  even  be  a 
temporary  relief  to  the  stricture  by  partial  destruction  of  the  tumour. 
The  ulceration  itself,  however,  by  inducing  still  further  cicatricial  con- 
traction, may  ultimately  confirm  the  obstruction. 

The  tumour  sometimes  extends  from  the  oesophagus  to  neighbouring 
lymphatic  glands,  or  to  surrounding  structures,  and  so  we  may  have  the 
trachea,  bronchi,  or  lungs  involved  in  it.  Sometimes  it  extends  to  the 
diaphragm,  pericardium,  vertebrae,  etc. 


D.— THE  STOMACH. 

Introductory.— In  considering  the  diseases  of  the  stomach,  it  is 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  certain  points  in  regard  to  its  structure  and 
functions.  The  innumerable  glands  which  exist  in  the  mucous  mem- 
brane are  regularly  engaged  in  the  formation  of  the  gastric  juice  for 
the  purposes  of  digestion.  The  diseases  of  the  stomach  very  readdy 
interfere  with  the  function  of  these  glands,  so  that  the  secretion  of 
gastric  juice  is  insufficient  in  quantity  or  deteriorated  in  quality.  In 
that  case  the  food  is  apt  to  lie  in  the  stomach  undigested,  and  it  very 
commonly  undergoes  various  forms  of  decomposition.  The  products  of 
decomposition  acting  on  the  mucous  membrane  stilMurth^n^^ 
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■mth.  the  process  of  secretion,  and  by  their  irritative  action  keep  up 
or  induce  a  condition  of  catarrh  of  the  stomach.  Gases  also  develop 
in  the  process  of  decomposition,  and  these,  by  distending  the  organ, 
interfere  Avith  its  proper  peristaltic  movements,  and  so  hinder  the  pas- 
sage of  the  food  through  the  pylorus. 

But  it  is  not  merely  local  diseases,  such  as  inflammations  and 
tumours,  which  interfere  with  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice. 
Changes  characterized  by  cloudy  swelhng  and  fatty  degeneration  are 
met  Avith  in  the  glandular  epithehum  in  numerous  infective  diseases, 
small-pox,  typhus,  septicsemia,  as  also  in  poisoning  with  phosphorus, 
etc.  In  these  cases  the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice  may  be  almost  at 
a  standstill,  and  if  food  be  introduced  it  is  apt  to  lie  in  the  stomach ; 
by  its  mere  presence,  and  by  the  action  of  the  products  of  decomposi- 
tion, it  may  produce  still  further  structural  changes. 

The  forms  of  decomposition  which  the  food  undergoes  when  it  lies 
undigested  in  the  stomach  are  various,  but  the  chief  are  those  char- 
acterized by  the  development  of  acetic,  lactic,  and  butyric  acids.  The 
agents  in  these  changes  are  micro-organisms  which  are  introduced  in 
abundance  with  the  food  and  projmgate  in  the  stomach,  unless  their  multi- 
plication is  hindered  by  the  action  of  the  gastric  juice.  In  the  contents 
of  the  stomach,  when  at  any  time  they  are  discharged  during  life, 
swarms  of  bacteria  are  found,  and  in  addition  there  are  nearly  always 
proliferating  spores  of  fungi  and  sometimes  large  numbers  of  sar- 
cinse. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  products  of  decomposition  irritate 
the  mucous  membrane,  but  in  addition  to  that  the  organisms  have  been 
found  in  some  cases  to  enter  the  glands  and  mucous  membrane.  In 
cases  observed  the  action  of  such  organisms  has  produced  little  pus- 
tules in  the  mucous  membrane,  or  even  larger  prominences  with 
necrosis  and  ulceration.  It  may  be  inferred  that  it  is  organisms  of  a 
special  kind  or  in  a  peculiar  state  of  activity  which  thus  penetrate  into 
the  mucous  membrane. 

Stagnation  of  the  food  in  the  stomach  and  its  decomposition 
•will  occur,  as  we  have  already  mentioned,  when  anything  interferes 
with  proper  digestion.  But  it  will  occur  still  more  when  by  stricture 
of  the  pylorus  there  is  a  mechanical  obstacle  to  the  passage  from  the 
stomach.  In  such  cases  the  gastric  juice  may  be  secreted  nearly  in  the 
normal  way,  or  it  may  not,  and  so  according  to  circumstances  there 
will  be  greater  or  less  decomposition  of  the  food. 

Besides  the  mere  local  effects  induced  by  the  products  of  decom- 
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position,  it  is  to  be  remcml)orecl  that  the  mucous  meml)rane  of  tlic 
stomach  is  actively  engaged  in  absorption,  and  that  these  products  may 
to  some  extent  be  taken  into  the  blood.  It  is  probable  that  much  (^t 
the  headache  and  other  nervous  symptoms  occurring  in  dyspepsia  is 
due  to  the  existence  in  the  blood  of  small  quantities  of  these  poisonous 
agents  and  their  action  on  the  nervous  system.  Some  of  these  sym 
ptoms  may  be  reflex,  but  to  a  certain  extent  they  are  more  probabl} 
direct. 

When  the  food  remains  in  the  stomach  and  accumulates  there,  it  is 
usually  got  rid  of  after  a  time  by  vomiting.  This  action  is  produced  })\ 
irritation  of  a  centre  in  the  medulla  oblongata,  and  the  muscles  em 
ployed  are  mainly  those  used  in  respiration,  but  in  different  combina- 
tions. The  centre  may  be  irritated  directly,  as  by  introducinii 
apomorphia  or  tartar  emetic  into  the  blood,  or  by  disease  of  tliu 
brain  itself.  But  in  the  case  we  are  considering  it  is  irritated  by  reflex 
stimulation,  the  stimulation  taking  origin  in  centripetal  fibres  in  the 
stomach  itself.  The  occurrence  of  vomiting  is  dependent  on  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  irritation  applied  and  on  the  sensitiveness  of  tlic 
centre  in  the  individual. 


Post-mortem  Changes.— After  death  any  remains  of  food  lying  in 
the  stomach  are  apt  to  decompose  rapidly,  especially  as  the  gastric 
juice  in  most  cases  is  not  secreted  in  the  normal  way  up  to  the  period 
of  death,  and  so  the  decomposition  is  not  interfered  with.  The  decom- 
posing juices  therefore  act  readily  on  the  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
decomposition  may  even  extend  to  the  latter.  The  principal  changes 
produced  are  ALTERATIONS  IN  COLOUR,  resulting  from  chemical  changes 
in  the  colouring  matter  of  the  blood.  The  colouring  matter  may  become 
diff"used  out  of  the  blood-vessels  and  stain  the  mucous  membrane  of  a 
generally  red  hue,  the  colour  being  specially  pronounced  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  larger  vessels.  There  is  often  a  greenish  colour  devel- 
oped by  the  decomposition  of  the  blood.  Lastly,  the  colour  may  be 
almost  black  or  slaty,  but  in  many  cases  this  deep  colour  is  not 
altogether  post-mortem,  depending  rather  on  a  true  pigmentation  from 
chronic  catarrh  of  the  mucous  membrane. 

Softening  of  the  stomach  is  also  a  post-mortem  change.  It  is 
really  a  digestion  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach  by  the  gastric  juice.  As 
a  rule  in  persons  near  death  the  gastric  juice  is  not  secreted  normally, 
but  if  the  person  die  somewhat  suddenly  then  there  may  be  a  consider- 
able amount  of  active  gastric  juice  in  the  stomach  at  the  time  of  death. 
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"When  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  dies,  the  gastric  juice  in 
such  cases  begins  to  digest  it,  and  so  a  softening  occurs  which  may  ex- 
tend beyond  the  mucous  membrane.  As  ah-eady  hinted,  this  condition 
occurs  mostly  in  persons  who  die  suddenly,  especially  if  the  body  is 
kept  in  a  Avarm  place,  and  it  is  more  frequent  in  children  than  in  adults. 
In  the  slightest  degree  the  mucous  membrane  alone  is  softened,  and  it 
can  be  removed  from  the  surface  of  the  muscular  coat  with  the  finger 
as  a  soft  paste.  Penetrating  deeper,  the  muscular  coat  and  even  the 
serous  coat  may  be  half  liquefied,  so  that  on  handling  the  stomach 
it  may  be  perforated.  The  stomach  may  even  rujjture  in  the  body, 
and  the  contents  pass  outwards  producing  softening  in  neighbouring 
parts.  In  some  cases  the  diaphragm  has  been  softened  in  this 
way,  and  the  stomach  contents  have  passed  partly  into  the  pleural 
cavity. 

These  changes,  both  the  ordinary  alterations  from  decomposition  and 
the  softening  of  the  coats  by  digestion,  occur  in  those  parts  of  the 
stomach  where  the  contents  have  been  lying  after  death.  This  is 
generally  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fundus.  As  the  contents  a,re  usually 
fluid,  it  is  often  seen  that  the  changes  stop  short  at  a  definite  level  and 
the  unaltered  mucous  membrane  rapidly  emerges  from  the  altered  part. 
The  pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach,  as  it  usually  lies  highest,  is  least  fre- 
quently aflfected,  and  this  is  important,  as  that  part  of  the  stomach  is 
the  most  frequent  seat  of  disease. 

It  will  be  understood  that  many  of  the  pathological  changes  of  the 
stomach  will  be  obscured  by  the  occurrence  of  these  post-mortem 
changes. 

DILATATION  AND  HYPERTEOPTIY  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

These  conditions  mostly  result  from  obstruction  to  the  passage  of 
food  through  the  pylorus  from  contraction  of  that  orifice.  It  is  also 
stated  that  sometimes  a  simple  weakness  of  the  muscular  coat  allows  of 
passive  distension.  Obstruction  of  the  pylorus  causing  an  accumulation 
of  the  stomach  contents  leads  in  the  first  instance  to  a  simple  distension 
of  the  organ.  The  distension  tells  chiefly  on  the  parts  which  are  free 
to  swell  out.  The  lesser  curvature  is  fixed  by  its  attachments,  and  it 
usually  retams  nearly  its  normal  position  except  that  its  middle  part  is 
somewhat  dragged  downwards  (see  Fig.  243).  The  greater  curvature,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  carried  downwards,  and  the  stomach  may  virtually 
Ml  the  entire  abdomen,  reaching  as  far  as  the  symphysis  pubis  in  some 
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cases.  Sometimes  the  pylorus  is  depressed  and  the  duodenum  corres- 
pondingly displaced. 


Fie.  243.— Dilatation  of  the  stomach,  shown  diagi-ammatically.  The 
stomach  is  shaded,  a  being  cardiac,  and  b,  pyloric  orifice  The  greater 
curvature  is  much  depressed,  while  the  lesser  curvature  fi>ed  at  ts  two 
extremities  forms  a  sh'arp  curve,  in  the  bend  of  which  are  visible  the  fi^st 
loop  of  the  jejunum  (c),  and  the  region  of  the  pancreas  (d)  . //.  trans- 
verse colon  dipressed ;  in  the  midst  of  it  the  position  of  the  umbilicus  is 
indicated.  (After  Penzoldt.) 

It  may  be  anticipated  that  when  there  is  obstruction  of  the  pylorus 
there  will  be  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  muscular  coat  to  overcome 
it  just  as  in  the  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  from  obstruction  of  the 
aortic  orifice,  or  the  similar  hypertrophy  of  the  urinary  bladder.  _  But 
the  muscular  coat  of  the  stomach  has  a  somewhat  different  function  to 
that  of  the  heart  or  bladder.    In  the  latter  there  is  a  simultaneous  con- 
traction of  the  entire  muscle  with  a  view  to  the  emptying  of  the  viscus 
In  the  stomach,  however,  the  contraction  is  vermicular,  and  its  object 
is  as  much  to  move  the  contents  about  inside  the  stomach  as  to  empty 
them  into  the  duodenum.    In  the  actual  propulsion  of  the  contents  mto 
the  duodenum  it  is  the  pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach  that  is  engaged 
and  here  also  the  material  is  carried  forward  by  a  vermicular  move^"  . 
Hence  the  hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  coat  m  obstruc  ion  of  the  pylo ni 
does  not  occur  uniformly  in  the  stomach,  but  locahzes  itself  m  tlie 
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pyloric  portion,  sometimes  even  with  a  special  thickening  just  at  the 
orifice,  forming  a  tight  sphincter.  In  these  cases,  when  the  wall  of  the 
stomach  is  divided  the  progressive  thickening  of  the  rigid  muscular 
coat  can  often  be  distinguished  as  the  pylorus  is  approached.  Along 
with  hypertrophy  of  the  muscle  there  is  very  often  thickening  of  the 
connective  tissue  in  the  mucous  membrane  and  submucous  tissue,  as  well 
as  of  that  between  the  muscular  bundles. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  STOMACH.— GASTRITIS. 

Acute  inflajmmations  may  be  produced  by  the  action  of  irritant 
poisons  which  have  been  swallowed,  the  inflammation  here  being  accom- 
panied by  sloughing.  Acute  spontaneous  inflammation  is  rare  except 
in  the  milder  forms  which  constitute  catarrh,  and  we  have  very  rarely, 
in  the  stomach,  conditions  comparable  with  the  phlegmonous  angina  of 
the  fauces,  or  the  dysenteric  inflammation  of  the  intestine.  Such 
PHLEGMONOUS  INFLAMMATIONS  are  met  with  occasionally  in  severe  infec- 
tive diseases,  and  particularly  in  puerjDeral  fever.  There  is  great  swelling 
and  redness  of  the  mucous  membrane,  terminating  in  a  diffuse  purulent 
infiltration  of  the  wall  of  the  stomach.  Sometimes  abscesses  have  been 
formed  in  the  wall  of  the  stomach  which  have  burst  into  its  cavity. 

Catarrh  of  the  Stomach,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  condition  of  very 
frequent  occurrence  and  is  met  with  in  the  acute  and  chronic  forms. 

Acute  Catarrh.  ^ — This  is  induced  for  the  most  part  by  the  direct 
action  of  irritants  on  the  mucous  membrane,  mainly  by  the  use  of  irritat- 
ing foods  or  drinks.  We  have  already  seen  that,  when  food  remains  in 
the  stomach  undigested,  it  undergoes  decomposition,  and  the  irritating 
products  may  induce  an  acute  catarrh.  The  mere  prolonged  stay  of 
food  in  the  stomach  probably  induces  it,  as  when  by  exposure  to  cold 
the  secretion  of  the  gastric  juice  and  the  peristaltic  action  necessary  to 
the  process  of  digestion  are  interfered  with. 

It  is  seldom  that  the  stomach  can  be  examined  after  death  in  this 
condition,  but  from  observations  of  Beaumont  on  his  patient  with  a 
gastric  fistula,  as  well  as  from  experiments  on  animals,  the  appearances  of 
the  mucous  membrane  have  been  tolerably  well  made  out.  There  is 
intense  redness  with  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane,  Avhich  is  covered 
by, a  layer  of  mucus  or  muco-pus,  sometimes  shghtly  mixed  with  blood. 
The  appearances  are  most  marked  towards  the  pylorus,  and  sometimes 
confined  to  that  region. 
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Under  the  microscope  the  blood-vessels  in  the  mucous  membrane, 
and  especially  in  the  submucous  tissue,  are  found  enormously  dis- 
tended, and  the  epithelial  cells,  l)oth  those  of  the  surface  and  of  the 
glands,  enlarged  and  granular. 

Chronic  Catarrh. — This  often  remains  after  one  or  more  attacks 
of  the  acute  form.  It  is  also  present  in  cases  of  passive  hyperaemia  of 
the  stomach,  which  so  frequently  occurs  in  consequence  of  disease  of  the 
heart  and  liver.  Cancer  of  the  stomach  is  also  accompanied  by  chronic 
catarrh  in  most  cases. 

If  the  catarrh  is  prolonged  there  usually  occurs  a  considerable  new- 
formation  of  connective  tissue,  as  in  other  chronic  inflammations.  There 
is  thus  a  thickening  which  affects  mucosa,  submucosa,  and  muscular  coat, 
and  causes  the  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane  to  assume  an  irregularly 
folded  or  warty  appearance,  which  has  given  rise  to  the  designation  Hat 
mamelonnl  The  mucous  membrane  also  presents,  in  many  cases,  dark 
spots  or  a  general  deep  colour  from  the  presence  of  pigment  granules  in 
the  tissue.  The  pigment  is  derived  from  the  blood,  and  indicates  the 
occurrence  of  hemorrhages,  probably -by  diapedesis.  The  increase  of 
the  connective  tissue  produces  atrophy  of  the  glands  which  are  also 
considerably  distorted. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  increase  of  connective  tissue  is  speci- 
ally great,  and  the  wall  of  the  stomach  may  be  converted  into  a  thick 
hard  resistant  structure.    As  all  these  processes  occur  mainly  in  the 
pyloric  portion  of  the  stomach,  considerable  narrowing  of  the  orifice 
may  result.    The  rigidity  of  the  wall  and  the  narrowing  of  the  orifice 
induce  more  forcible  muscular  contractions,  and  the  muscular  coat  there- 
fore hypertrophies.    In  the  interstitial  tissue  of  the  muscular  coat  there 
is  also  thickening,  and  the  fleshy  muscular  bundles  are  separated  by 
trabeculae  of  connective  tissue.    The  resulting  appearance  is  often  very 
characteristic,  the  hypertrophied  connective  tissue  dividing  the  hyper- 
trophied  muscular  bundles  into  divisions,  which  on  section  are  somewhat 
Hke  the  pieces  of  a  fan.    This  thickened  and  indurated  condition  may 
closely  resemble  scirrhus  of  the  stomach,  especially  as  a  similar  appear- 
ance is  presented  by  the  muscular  coat  in  that  disease. 

Occasionally  mucous  polypi  develop  in  connection  with  chronic 
catarrh,  and  these  may  develop  into  mucous  cysts. 
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THE  SIMPLE  PERFORATING  ULCER. 

This  peculiar  form  of  ulcer  is  met  with  only  in  the  stomach,  first 
partj)f  the  duodenum,  and  lower  part  of  pesoiphagus.  It  is  also  called, 
sometimes,  the  ROUND  and  the  chronic  ulcer.  It  is  clear  from  the 
localities  in  which  it  occurs  that  its,  peculiarities  are  due  to  the  action 
of  the  ja;astric  juice,  but  the  more  detailed  consideration  of  its  mode  of 
origin  vnW  be  better  taken  up  after  the  appearances  of  the  ulcer  have 
heen  described. 

The  ulcer  is  usually  round  or  oval  in  shape,  and  presents  the  appear- 
ance as  if  a  conical  piece  of  the  wall  of  the  stomach  had  been  punched 
out  from  within,  its  edges  being  perfectly  defined  without  any  con- 
siderable thickening  of  the  neighbouring  mucous  membrane,  and  the 
floor  of  the  ulcer  perfectly  clean,  (see  Fig.  242,  in  which  an  ulcer  of 
the  oesophagus  having  all  the  characters  of  that  of  the  stomach  is 
represented).  The  superficial  extent  and  depth  of  the  ulcer  vary 
considerably.  The  commonest  size  is  about  that  of  a  shilling,  but  this 
may  be  exceeded  considerably,  and  Cruveilhier  has  described  an  ulcer 
which  Avas  61  inches  long  and  inches  broad.  In  the  smaller  ulcers 
the  floor  is  formed  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  probably  with  some  new- 
formed  connective  tissue.  In  the  larger  and  deeper  ones  the  tissue  of 
neighbouring  organs  may  be  exposed,  such  as  the  pancreas  or  liver. 
The  floor  of  the  ulcer  does  not  present  any  of  the  usual  appearances  of 
a  granulating  wound,  but  is  clean  and  smooth,  the  actual  tissue  of  the 
part  being  exposed,  perhaps  with  some  indui^ation  from  new-formation 
of  connective  tissue. 

The  situation  of  the  ulcer  is  mostly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lesser 
curvature,  and  nearer  the  pyloric  than  the  cardiac  orifice.  It  is  more 
frequent  on  the  posterior  than  the  anterior  wall.  It  is  not  uncommon 
to  find  more  than  one  ulcer  present  in  the  same  case.  Though  the  ulcer 
is  much  more  common  in  the  stomach,  yet  the  duodenal  situation  has 
been  observed  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  the  esophageal  beino- 
however,  exceedingly  rare.  The  ulcer  in  these  situations  has  exactly 
the  same  characters  as  that  in  the  stomach. 

The  ulcer  presents  a  tendency  to  penetrate  more  and  more  deeply, 
from  which  circumstance  it  is  named  the  perforating  ulcer.  It  does 
not  appear  to  extend  laterally  to  any  considerable  degree;  it  is  probable 
that  at  the  very  first  the  ulcer  assumes  its  full  superficial  dimensions 
Latmg  mto  the  wall  of  the  stomach  it  may  penetrate  through  the  entire 
coats,  and  sundry  accidents  are  liable  to  ensue. 
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One  of  the  commonest  of  these  accidents  is  hemorrhage.  The 
ulcer  penetrates  one  or  more  vessels  at  its  base.  The  vessels  may  be 
small  and  the  haemorrhage  not  very  considerable,  but  sometimes  a  con- 
siderable artery  is  laid  open,  and  a  serious,  even  a  fatal  haemorrhage  results. 
From  the  commoner  situations  of  the  ulcers  the  arteries  most  frequently 
penetrated  are  these — the  coronary  artery  or  one  of  its  branches,  the 
gastro-epiploic,  the  pancreatic,  and  the  splenic.  Sometimes  the  open 
mouth  of  the  vessel  can  be  seen  after  death  in  the  floor  of  the  ulcer. 

Perforation  is  another  result  of  the  penetration  of  the  ulcer,  but  a 
much  less  frequent  one  than  haemorrhage.    For  the  most  part,  by  the 
time  the  ulcer  has  eaten  through  the  wall  of  the  stomach,  the  latter  has 
already  acquired  adhesion  to  some  neighbouring  structure,  and  so  actual 
rupture  of  the  stomach  and  escape  of  its  contents  into  the  peritoneal 
cavity  is  not  common.    The  adhesion  may  be  to  the  liver  or  pancreas,  or, 
more  rarely,  to  the  spleen,  diaphragm,  colon,  abdominal  wall.    By  the 
extension  of  the  ulcer  these  structures  may  be  eaten  into  and  then- 
tissue  exposed.    The  tissue  when  first  exposed  has  its  normal  appear- 
ance, but  it  usually  becomes  condensed  and  cicatricial.  Sometimes 
the  irritation  of  the  gastric  juice  produces  suppuration  and  the  forma- 
tion of  abscess,  especially  in  the  case  of  penetration  into  the  liver.  But 
if  adhesion  does  not  occur  then  the  ulcer  is  likely  to  cause  rupture  of 
the  stomach.    This  will  happen  most  readily  where  the  wall  of  the 
stomach  is  most  liable  to  shift  about  during  the  regular  peristaltic  move- 
•ments,  and  also  where  there  is  no  sohd  viscus  to  Avhich  it  may  readily 
adhere.    Both  these  conditions  are  fulfilled  in  the  case  of  ulcers  of  the 
anterior  wall,  and  so  it  happens  that  rupture  most  frequently  occurs  in 
this  situation.    The  ulcers  which  lead  to  perforation  are  frequently  verj- 
small,  and  the  aperture  in  the  serous  coat  may  be  as  large  as  the  ulcer 
itself'    The  result  of  the  perforation  is  acute  and  fatal  peritonitis. 

Healing  of  the  perforating  ulcer  is  by  no  means  an  unusual  occur- 
rence In  the  experiments  to  be  referred  to  presently  in  which  ulcers 
were  produced  artificially  in  animals,  they  healed  very  readily.  _  In  man 
also  they  are  frequently  recovered  from,  and  we  often  meet  with  cica- 
trices in  the  stomach.  They  may  indeed  heal  without  leaving  a  verj 
obvious  cicatrix  at  all.  The  author  met  with  a  case  in  -^^^h  three 
weeks  after  a  very  severe  haemorrhage,  presumably  from  an  ulcer  of  the 
stomach,  only  an  obscure  cicatrix  could  be  found. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  MODE  OF  origin  of  these  ulcers,  and 
this  is  a  matter  of  some  difficulty.    It  is  obvious  from  the  shape  and 
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appearance  of  the  ulcer  that  it  has  arisen  by  the  necrosis  and  subsequent 
digestion  of  a  piece  of  the  wall  of  the  stomach.  The  question  arises  as 
to  the  cause  of  the  necrosis.  The  funnel-shaped  outline  of  the  ulcer 
suggested  to  Virchow  that  the  necrosis  occurred  by  obstruction  of 
or  interference  with  an  arterial  branch,  and  he  observed  as  confirmatory 
of  this  that  the  ulcers  most  frequently  had  their  seat  at  the  point  of 
entrance  of  arterial  branches  into  the  wall  of  the  stomach. 

The  experiments  of  Panum  and  Cohnheim  confirm  this  view  in  so  far 
as  they  show  that  ulcers  may  be  produced  by  embolism  of  the  arteries 
of  the  stomach.  In  Cohnheim's  experiments,  if  the  animals  were  killed 
a  day  or  two  after  emboHsm  had  been  produced  there  were  found  large 
ulcers  with  abrupt  edges  and  perfectly  clean  floors.  The  difficulty  of 
the  case  is,  however,  that  the  perforating  ulcer  is  not  met  with  specially 
in  cases  of  embolism  or  thrombosis  of  the  arteries  of  the  stomach,  but  in 
the  immense  majority  of  instances  in  cases  where  no  such  disturbance  of 
the  circulation  exists.  It  has  been  suggested  again  that  a  venous 
hyperaemia,  by  causing  stagnation  and  even  hsemorrhage  (see  afterwards) 
in  defined  areas  of  the  mucous  membrane,  may  produce  such  weakening 
of  the  tissue  as  to  induce  necrosis  and  digestion  of  it. 

In  most  cases  of  gastric  ulcer  there  is  serious  and  usually  prolonged 
DYSPEPSIA,  and  the  persons  are  frequently  anaemic.  This  seems  to 
indicate  that  the  condition  of  the  gastric  juice  has  an  important  relation 
to  the  gastric  ulcer.  It  is  also  important  in  this  connection  that,  while 
ordinary  ulcers  of  the  stomach  such  as  are  produced  by  wounds  or  the 
action  of  caustics,  or  by  such  experiments  as  those  already  re^ 
ferred  to,  heal  readily,  this  form  of  ulcer  is  peculiarly  chronic  and 
shows  a  tendency  rather  to  extend  deeply  than  to  heal.  Some  ab- 
normal condition  of  the  gastric  juice  by  virtue  of  which  it  is  peculiarly 
irritating  to  the  mucous  membrane  seems  to  be  the  essential  factor, 
while  a  weakened  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  is  also  of  conse- 
quence. In  most  cases  the  gastric  juice  is  abnormally  acid,  and  it  has 
been  thought  that  by  neutralizing  the  natural  alkalinity  of  the  tissues 
it  may  lead  to  their  necrosis. 

On  the  whole  it  seems  probable  that  an  acrid  gastric  juice,  taking 
advantage  of  any  accidental  stagnation  in  a  defined  area  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  may  lead  to  its  necrosis  and  the  formation  of  the  ulcer 

It  has  been  already  stated  that  while  ordinary  ulcers  heal  readily 
this  form  IS  peculiarly  persistent.  But  if  the  condition  of  the  gastric 
jmce  be  improved,  and  especially  if  its  excessive  acidity  be  corrected 
while  solid  food  is  prevented  acting  on  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  the 
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ulcer  often  heals  readily,  leaving  a  cicatrix  which  is  sometimes  very 
obscure,  but  may  ho  more  distinct  and  with  some  puckering. 

The  frequency  of  ulcer  of  the  stomach  may  be  judged  from  the  fact 
that  according  to  the  results  of  post-mortem  examinations  it  is  said 
that  there  are  ulcers  or  cicatrices  in  about  one  in  twenty  of  the  cases 
examined  after  death. 

HEMORRHAGE  FROM  THE  STOMACH. 

Besides  the  haemorrhage  which  occasionally  supervenes  in  the  case  of 
the  perforating  ulcer,  and  that  which  is  occasionally  a  feature  in  cancer 
of  the  stomach,  we  have  certain  other  forms  which  call  for  notice  here. 

The  vessels  are  apt  to  rupture  when  the  pressure  of  the  blood  in 
them  is  considerably  raised  above  the  normal.  This  will  occur  especially 
with  disturbances  of  the  vascular  system  involving  hyperaemia  of  the 
portal  system.  In  diseases  of  the  heart  leading  to  general  venous  en- 
gorgement, we  have  passive  congestion  of  the  liver  reflected  to  the  portal 
vein.  In  this  case  there  are  signs  of  general  venous  engorgement  pro- 
bably including  dropsy  of  the  limbs,  etc.  But  disease  of  the  liver  itself, 
especially  cirrhosis  and  cancer,  may  cause  obstruction  to  the  portal 
circulation.  In  these  cases  there  is  a  general  engorgement  of  the 
portal  vessels,  and  haemorrhage  from  the  stomach  frequently  occurs. 

The  blood  mostly  escapes  from  the  superficial  vessels  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  which  are  least  supported,  and  it  passes  into  the  cavity  of 
the  stomach.  In  some  cases  it  is  from  a  large  number  of  small  super- 
ficial vessels,  and  the  exact  source  is  not  apparent.  At  other  times 
the  blood  passes  to  some  extent  into  the  superficial  laj^ers  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  infiltrating  it.  The  mucous  membrane  infiltrated 
with  blood  is  acted  on  by  the  gastric  juice  and  digested  by  it, 
so  that  small  flat  superficial  ulcers  are  formed,  the  so-called  hemor- 
rhagic EROSIONS.  These  are  generally  present  in  considerable  numbers, 
chiefly  in  the  pyloric  region.  In  the  erosions  there  may  be  still  some 
remains  of  blackened  blood,  and  alongside  them  there  are  little  areas  of 
mucous  membrane  infiltrated  ^^-ith  blood.  In  these  cases  also  the 
mucous  membrane  is  often  generally  red  from  the  passive  hyperaemia, 
and  possibly  thickened  by  catarrh. 

The  blood  is  generally  mixed  with  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and 
blackened  by  the  gastric  juice.    If  the  haemorrhage  be  very  severe,  as 
from  an  ulcer  perforating  a  considerable  artery,  the  blood  may  be  vomited, 
nearly  in  the  fresh  state,  but  usually  it  is  tarry  or  like  coff'ee-grounds. 
The  altered  blood  may  also  pass  into  the  duodenum  and  onwards. 
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TUMOUES  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

Cancer.— This  is  the  only  form  of  tumour  which  is  of  much  prac- 
tical importance,  and  it  is  of  exceedingly  frequent  occurrence.  From 
the  statistics  of  a  considerable  number  of  observers  it  appears  that 
cancer  occurs  more  frequently  in  the  stomach  than  in  any  other  situation 
in  the  body,  the  uterus  being  the  next  most  frequent  site. 

The  great  frequency  of  cancer  in  the  stomach  is  probably  related  to 
the  fact  that  the  epithelial  structures  of  this  organ  are  more  exposed  to 
various  irritations  than  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  body.  Not  only 
are  there  varieties  of  irritating  foods,  but  the  foods  are  liable,  as  we  have 
seen,  to  decomposition,  the  products  of  which  produce  irritation.  In_ 
casesof  cancer  there  is  very  commonly  a  history  of  prolonged  dyspepsia, 
perhaps  from  youth. 

In  this  regard  the  simple  ulcer  may  be  again  referred  to.  There 
have  been  cases  observed  in  which  cancer  seemed  to  originate  in  the 
simple  ulcer ;  but  the  simple  ulcer  is  a  disease  mostly  of  youth,  whereas 
cancer  is  a  disease  of  middle  life,  the  average  age  being  fifty  years.  It 
is  almost  as  if  similar  causes  produced  the  simple  ulcer  in  youth,  and 
cancer  in  middle  life. 

In  its  structure  cancer  of  the  stomach  is  like  cancer  elsewhere.  There 
are  epithelial  masses  which  tend  to  insinuate  themselves  among  the 
neighbouring  tissue  elements,  and  there  is  a  connective  tissue  stroma. 
The  epithelial  elements  also  originate  in  the  existing  epithelium,  chiefly 
that  of  the  glands.  But  in  the  mode  of  growth  of  the  epithelium  and  its 
relation  to  the  stroma  there  are  considerable  differences  presented,  and 
although  not  rigidly  to  be  distinguished  from  each  other  it  is  possible  to 
divide  the  cases  into  four  forms. 

In  EPITHELIAL  CANCER  there  is  a  tolerably  definite  gland-like 
new-formation,  as  we  have  in  other  cases  of  cylinder-celled  epithe- 
lioma. There  are  ducts  and  acini  lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium, 
but  very  often  this  regular  arrangement  is  lost  in  great  part,  and, 
except  in  the  more  recently  formed  part,  we  have  more  irregular 
masses.^  The  glandular  structures  are  limited  by  a  distinct  stroma, 
which  is  weU  formed.  As  in  all  cancers  of  the  stomach,  the  new- 
formation  of  epithelium  begins  in  the  glands,  and  at  first  the  tumour 
grows  in  the  mucous  membrane.  But  the  growth  extends  into  the 
submucous  tissue,  and  insinuates  itself  among  the  other  coats  of  the 
stomach,  passing  into  the  muscular  coat,  and  even  outside  it  into  the 
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serous  coat.  From  tlie  glandular  character  of  the  tissue  in  this  tumoui- 
it  is  sometimes  called  adenoma. 

The  tumour  is  a  slowly  growing  one,  and  it  gener^illy  involves  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  stomach  before  the  death  of  the  patient. 
It  usually  begins  in  the  pyloric  region,  frequently  forming  a  ring  around 
the  stomach,  but  it  extends  iuAvards  from  this,  it  may  be  for  some  dis- 
tance. The  surface  is  nearly  always  ulcerated,  and  maybe  considerabl}- 
excavated.  There  are  sometimes  papillae  on  the  surface  of  the  tumour, 
especially  at  the  marginal  parts,  which  give  the  surface  a  warty  appear- 
ance. The  advancing  tumour  infiltrates  and  thickens  the  mucous  mem- 
brane and  the  subjacent  coats,  and  so  while  the  greater  part  of  thu 
tumour  may  be  rough  and  warty  and  somewhat  excavated,  the  edgi 
are  usually  prominent,  and  sometimes  rather  abrupt. 

The  epithelioma  of  the  stomach  is  not  a  very  frequent  form  of  tumour, 
and  it  does  not  so  readily  extend  beyond  the  neighbouring  lymphatic 
glands  to  the  liver  as  the  next  form. 

Medullary  or  Soft  Cancer  of  the  stomach  is  probably  the  most 
frequent  of  all  forms  of  tumour.  In  it  the  epithelial  growth  does  not 
arrange  itself  in  proper  glandular  structures,  but  there  are  large  masses 
of  comparatively  loose  epithelium  in  a  sparse  and  delicate  stroma. 
Hence  the  tissue  is  very  soft.  The  epithelial  masses  tend  to  infiltrate 
the  subjacent  structures  as  well  as  to  extend  laterally. 

The  tumour  is  usually  seated  near  the  pylorus,  forming,  in  some  cases, 
a  ring  or  a  defined  circular  tumour.  The  tissue  being  soft  it  is  specially 
liable  to  bleed  and  to  ulcerate.  The  latter  condition  is  so  frequent  and 
characteristic  that  the  tumour  often  presents  itself  as  a  round,  shagg}^ 
ulcer  with  prominent  edges.  Doubtless  the  gastric  juice  and  the  food 
acting  on  the  surface  of  the  tumour  break  down  its  tissue  and  lead 
to  the  ulceration.  At  the  margins  the  cancer  is  infiltrating  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  so  the  edges  are  raised  and  someAvhat  abrupt. 

This  form  of  tumour  is  exceedingly  malignant,  the  soft  and  loose 
cancerous  elements  readily  finding  their  way  into  the  lymphatic 
channels.  Hence  cancerous  formations  in  the  lymphatic  glands  around 
the  stomach  and  in  the  other  glands  of  the  abdomen  are  very  frequent. 
The  liver  also  is  very  often  the  seat  of  numerous  and  large  cancerous 
tumours,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  which  clinically  have  tlic 
characters  of  cancer  of  the  liver  are  primarily  cases  of  this  disease. 
The  enormous  seconrlnrv  growths  in  the  liver  may  contrast  very 
markedly  with  the  insignificant  primary  lesion,  sometimes  httle  more 
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than  a  comparatively  small  round  ulcer  with  irregular  surface  and 

prominent  margins. 

The  tendency  to  bleed  which  this  tumour  presents  is  to  be  borne  m 
mind.  The  bleeding  may  be  slight  but  frequent,  and  the  blood  carried 
off  into  the  intestines.    Or  it  may  be  more  considerable,  and  even  fatal. 

SciRRHUS  is  a  somewhat  frequent  form  of  cancer  of  the  stomach. 
Here,  the  new-formation  of  epithehal  cells  is  not  very  rapid  or  vigorous, 
and  it  is  accompanied  by  an  excessive  formation  of  connective  tissue  in 
the  form  of  stroma.  Originating  in  the  glandular  epithelium,  long  pro- 
cesses composed  of  rows  of  cells,  often  with  few  abreast,  are  produced, 
and  they  grow  not  only  into  the  mucous  membrane,  but  also  into  the 
muscular  coat  separating  its  trabeculse,  and  even  into  the  peritoneal  coat. 
These  processes  seem  to  be  peculiarly  irritating,  as  they  give  rise  to  the 
production  of  dense  connective  tissue  which  is  often  much  more  manifest 
than  the  proper  epithelial  elements.  These  elements  may,  in  fact,  de- 
generate, and  leave  little  besides  condensed  hard  connective  tissue. 

The  cancer  mostly  begins  in  the  pyloric  region,  but  extends  inwards 
till,  in  some  cases,  it  has  involved  the  entire  wall  of  the  stomach,  except 
the  fundus.  The  wall  of  the  stomach  is  converted  into  a  stiff  hard  mass 
which  may  be,  in  some  places,  an  inch  in  thickness.  This  dense  struc- 
ture has  replaced  the  mucous  membrane,  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
other  coats  which,  however,  are  usually  separately  distinguishable.  The 
muscular  coat  is  much  hypertrophied  by  the  new-formation  both  of 
muscle  and  of  hard  connective  tissue,  and  a  section  of  it  presents  the 
peculiar  fan-like  appearance  already  mentioned.  The  surface  of  the 
affected  portion  of  the  stomach  is  irregular,  with  rounded  prominences, 
and  there  are  sometimes  ulcers  present,  but  there  is  not  a  general  ulcer- 
ation as  in  the  case  of  the  epithelial  and  medullary  forms.  The  stomach 
is  often  greatly  contracted  in  this  disease.  The  edges  of  the  cancerous 
portion  are  not  well  defined,  but  shade  off  gradually  into  the  normal 
mucous  membrane. 

Extension  of  the  cancer  to  the  liver  does  not  readily  occur,  although 
neighbouring  lymphatic  glands  may  be  involved. 

Colloid  Cancer  is  not  a  frequent  form  as  compared  with  the  medul- 
lary, but  it  is  met  with  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases.  The  other  forms 
and  especially  the  epithelioma,  occasionally  undergo  a  partial  colloid  de- 
generation. In  the  colloid  form  as  in  the  others  the  epithelial  elements 
take  origin  in  the  glandular  cells,  and  after  infiltrating  the  mucous  mem- 
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brane  these  epithelial  masses  insinuate  themselves  among  the  muscular 
trabecule  (Fig.  1 02,  p.  230),  and  even  into  the  serous  coat.  The  stroma  con- 
sists of  a  somewhat  abundant  well-developed  network  of  connective  tissue. 
The  peculiarity  of  this  form  is  that  the  cells  have  a  special  tendency  to 
undergo  colloid  metamorphosis.  They  seem  from  their  first  formation  to 
present  a  regular  intention  in  this  direction,  and  even  in  the  more  recent 
parts  there  is  often  already  a  considerable  advance  in  the  degeneratioi]. 
The  outlines  of  the  cells  disappear  as  the  protoplasm  becomes  trans- 
formed into  colloid  material,  and  as  the  nuclei  resist  the  degeneration 
longer,  we  sometimes  see  the  peculiar  appearance  of  oval  nuclei  as  if 
floating  in  a  clear  transparent  material.  Finally,  the  whole  epithelial 
elements  are  converted  into  colloid  material,  and  the  structure  presented 
is  a  beautiful  reticulated  network  with  spaces  filled  with  a  transparent 
colourless  jelly  (Fig.  101,  p.  229). 

As  the  colloid  material  occupies  more  space  than  the  original  cells, 
the  spaces  of  the  alveoli  are,  as  it  were,  tightly  packed  with  the  jell}-, 
and  the  fibres  of  the  stroma  rendered  tense  and  rigid.  Hence  it  hap- 
pens that  although  the  structure  is  composed  mainly  of  a  soft  jell\^, 
yet  it  is  to  the  feeling  hard  and  rigid,  just  as  a  tensely  filled  bladder 
may  be. 

The  tumour,  like  other  cancers,  usually  begins  towai'ds  the  pjdorus, 
but  it  extends  gradually  till  it  comes  to  involve  a  large  area,  sometimes 
even  as  much  as  three-fourths  of  the  entire  extent  of  the  viscus.  The 
wall  of  the  stomach  is  converted  into  a  transparent  glancing  tissue,  and 
in  the  more  advanced  parts  it  is  imj)ossible  any  longer  to  distinguish  the 
different  coats,  all  being  homogeneously  replaced  by  the  cancerous  tissue. 
The  wall  of  the  stomach  is  considerably  thickened,  and  the  internal 
surface  may  present  an  irregular  asjiect  with  prominences  ;  but  there  is 
little  tendency  to  ulceration.  As  the  thickened  wall  is  tense  and  hard, 
the  stomach  when  cut  into  does  not  generally  collapse  but  keeps  its 
shape.  There  is  no  tendency  to  contraction  of  the  stomach  as  in  scirrhus, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  the  organ  may  be  considerably  enlarged. 

This  form  has  a  very  marked  tendencj^  to  extend  continuously  both 
along  the  stomach,  and  also  through  the  stomach  to  the  peritoneum. 
Hence  it  j^roduces  secondary  tumours  in  the  peritoneum  itself  mucli 
more  readily  than  in  the  lymphatic  glands  and  liver. 

It  will  appear  from  what  has  been  mentioned  above  that  cancers  .of 
the  stomach  frequently  lead  to  the  formation  of  secondary  tumours  else- 
where. In  this  respect  the  cancers  of  the  intestine  resemble  those  of 
the  stomach,  and  as  the  modes  of  extension  present  certain  points  of 
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interest  and  practical  importance,  a  special  section  will  afterwards  be 
devoted  to  this  subject  in  general. 

The  remaining  tumours  of  the  stomach  are  of  trivial  consequence. 
We  have  already  seen  that  MUCOUS  POLYPI  and  CYSTS  occur  in  chronic 
catarrh.  Lipomas  and  myomas  have  been  met  with,  as  also  fibromas 
and  sarco]\L4S,  but  they  are  very  rare. 


E.— THE  INTESTINES. 

Introductory. — The  diseases  of  the  intestines  resemble  in  many 
respects  those  of  the  stomach,  but  there  are  important  differences.  In 
structure  the  intestine  differs  from  the  stomach  in  several  respects.  We 
no  longer  have  the  specific  glands  peculiar  to  the  stomach,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  intestine  presents  numerous  closed  lymphatic  follicles 
in  its  mucous  membrane,  and  these  are  only  present  to  a  very  slight 
extent  in  the  stomach.  These  lymphatic  follicles  are  solitary  or  col- 
lected into  groups,  in  the  latter  case  forming  the  well  known  Peyer's 
patches. 

Of  considerable  importance  in  regard  to  the  diseases  of  the  intestine 
are  the  time  which  the  intestinal  contents  stay  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  canal,  and  the  changes  they  undergo  there.  After  leaving  the 
stomach  the  food  appears  to  pass  rapidly  through  the  upper  part  of 
the  small  intestine,  occupying  on  an  average  2^  to  3  hours  in  doing  so, 
and  it  is  at  the  same  time  rendered  alkaline  and  partially  protected 
from  further  decomposition  by  the  pancreatic  fluid  and  the  bile. 

The  movement  of  the  intestinal  contents  is  effected  by  the  peri- 
staltic contraction  of  the  bowel,  and  the  rapid  passage  of  the  contents 
through  the  small  intestine  indicates  that  here  the  peristalsis  is 
peculiarly  active,  whereas,  in  the  large  intestine,  it  is  slow.  When 
the  faeces  reach  the  large  intestine  they  are  still  fluid,  and  the  chief 
function  of  the  colon  seems  to  be  to  complete  the  absorption  of  the 
fluid,  and  allow  the  faeces  to  become  thicker.  But  if  the  peristaltic 
action  of  the  large  intestine  be  increased,  then  there  will  be  no  time 
for  the  faeces  to  become  thick,  and  fluid  evacuations  will  be  the  result. 
This  will  be  still  more  the  case  should  the  movement  of  the  small  in- 
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testine  be  increased,  and  the  contents  carried  even  more  quickly  than 
usual  tlirough  tliem. 

It  will  be  seen  that  diarrhoea  results  from  increased  peristaltic 
movement,  and  that  the  evacuations  will  be  more  fluid  the  higher  up 
the  increased  movement  begins.  It  is  well  known  that  certain  medi- 
cinal agents  produce  fluid  motions,  and  these  seem  all  to  act  by  in- 
creasing the  peristalsis,  their  relative  vigour  depending  greatly  on  the 
part  of  the  intestine  at  which  they  begin  to  produce  their  effects. 
Irritating  articles  of  food  produce  a  like  increase  of  the  peristalsis  and 
diarrhoea,  and  so  may  ulcers  and  inflammations  of  the  intestine  itself. 

In  the  stools  in  diarrhosa  Ave  may  expect  to  find  chemical  consti- 
tuents which  normally  are  present  in  higher  parts  of  the  intestine, 
but  absorbed  before  reaching  the  rectum.  If  the  diarrhoea  arises 
from  increased  peristalsis  of  the  colon,  then  we  shall  find  material 
which  is  normal  in  the  caecum,  such  as  undecomposed  bile,  leucin, 
chloride  of  sodium,  peptones,  and  sugar,  some  of  which  are  present  in 
appreciable  quantity  in  normal  feeces.  But  if  the  diarrhoea  has  in- 
volved the  small  intestine,  then  we  shall  find  these  constituents  much 
more  abundantly,  and  also  remains  of  undigested  food. 

We  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  the  stomach  that  many  of  its 
diseases  are  connected  with  the  fact  that  the  food  stagnates  and  decom- 
poses in  that  viscus.  It  will  be  seen  from  what  has  gone  before  that 
the  intestinal  contents  stagnate  chiefly  in  the  large  intestine,  and  next 
to  that  in  the  lower  part  of  the  small  intestine.  It  is  probably  due  to 
this  that  we  find  the  jejunum  pecuharly  free  from  all  forms  of  disease"; 
in  this  respect  it  contrasts  with  the  lower  part  of  the  small  intestine, 
the  ileum,  but  still  more  with  the  large  intestine.  Hence  it  is  that 
the  diseases  of  the  large  intestine  resemble  those  of  the  stomach  much 
more  than  those  of  the  small  intestine  do.  This  is  especially  true 
in  regard  to  simple  inflammations,  which  very  often  concentrate  them- 
selves in  those  parts  where  the  intestinal  contents  most  readily  stag- 
nate, namely  the  c£ecum  and  the  rectum.  It  is  true  also  of  cancer, 
which  is  very  rare  in  the  small  intestine  but  common  in  the  large, 
especially  in  the  caecum  and  rectum. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  further  that  the  intestine  is  a  comparatively- 
narrow  tube,  and  is  subject  to  obstruction  in  various  ways. 

Post-mortem  Changes.— These  are  not  so  important  as  those  of  the 
stomach.  After  death  the  blood  is  apt  to  gravitate  towards  the  more 
dependent  parts  of  the  wall  of  the  intestine,  and  the  colouring  matter 
beino-  dissolved  out  and  staining  the  mucous  membrane,  it  may  give  r-- 
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to  a  deceptive  appearance  of  inflammation.  Similarly  the  intestine  may- 
be stained  with  the  biliary  colouring  matter  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  gall-bladder. 


MALFOEMATIONS  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

Congenital  malformations  of  the  intestine  are  of  considerable  fre- 
quency. The  most  important  are  those  in  which,  from  a  fault  of 
development,  a  part  of  the  intestine  is  wanting.  The  colon  or  the 
rectum  may  be  entirely  absent  at  birth,  being  represented  by  a  solid 
cord ;  or  the  rectum  may  be  partially  occluded,  in  some  cases  in  its 
middle  part,  in  others  at  its  lower  extremity.  All  these  cases  present 
the  characters  of  imperforate  anus,  but  of  course  in  view  of  jDossible 
surgical  interference  their  gravity  varies,  the  most  hopeful  being  those 
in  which  only  the  extreme  lower  part  of  the  rectum  is  defective,  and 
the  gut  is  separated  from  the  anus  onl}^  by  a  membrane. 

There  occurs  also  narrowness  and  defect  of  the  small  intestine,  espe- 
cially in  the  duodenum  and  lower  end  of  the  ileum.  The  whole  intes- 
tine is  sometimes  deficient  in  length,  having  something  like  the  form  of 
the  letter  S  instead  of  the  usual  convolutions.  In  such  cases  the 
absorption  and  digestion  of  food  must  be  defective,  but  the  persons 
may  live  on  to  old  age. 


The  commonest  malformation  is  Meckel's  diverticulum.  This 
consists  in  a  finger-like  projection  from  the  intestine.  It  occurs  in  the 
ileum,  about  three  or  four  feet  above  the  ileo-caecal  valve  in  the  adult 
and  about  a  foot  above  it  in  the  new-born ;  it  projects  from  the  free 
convex  border  of  the  gut.  It  is  from  one  to  six  inches  long,  possessing 
the  same  structure  as  the  intestine,  and  communicates  with  the 
latter ;  it  is  narrower  in  its  calibre,  being  of  a  diameter  rather  more 
than  that  of  the  finger.  This  diverticulum  arises  by  the  imperfect 
closure  of  the  omphalo-mesenteric  duct,  and  sometimes  it  is  united 
to  the  umbilicus  by  a  cord.  Very  rarely  is  the  diverticulum  con- 
tmued  to  the  umbihcus,  and  opens  there  by  a  fistula  at  the  surface. 

HERNIA  OE  EUPTURE. 

True  hernia  consists  in  a  protrusion  of  the  intestine,  omentum  or 
other  abdommal  organ  into  a  sac  formed,  by  a  prolongation  of  the  peri 
toneum.    The  sac  may  project  externally,  or  it  may  be  contained 
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within  the  abdomen,  and  so  we  may  distinguish  external  and 
INTERNAL  hernias.  The  hernias,  especially  the  external  ones,  are  of  so 
much  importance  in  a  surgical  point  of  view  that  full  descriptions  are 
given  in  the  surgical  text-books,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here,  except 
in  outline. 

For  the  most  part  the  sac  is  an  entirely  abnormal  projection  of 
the  peritoneum,  and  seems  to  be  protruded  before  the  contents.  An 
exception  to  this  occurs  in  the  case  of  congenital  inguinal  hernia, 
in  which  the  sac  is  formed  by  the  persistence  of  a  foetal  condition. 
There  is  a  partial  exception  also  in  the  case  of  most  internal  hernias, 
where  the  sac  usually  arises  by  the  exaggeration  of  an  existing  normal 
pouch. 

In  the  PRODUCTION  of  hernias,  we  have  to  account  for  the  abnor- 
mal protrusion  of  the  ^dscera.  This  is  usually  due  to  the  a1)dominal 
contents  being  subjected  to  undue  pressure.  In  severe  muscular  eflforts, 
such  as  are  involved  in  lifting  heavy  weights,  the  glottis  is  closed,  and 
the  muscles  of  expiration  fix  the  chest  and  abdomen,  the  contents  of  the 
abdomen  being  subjected  to  severe  pressure  by  the  contraction  of 
the  muscles  of  the  abdominal  wall.  If  there  is  any  part  of  the  wall 
which  is  unduly  weak  a  bulging  outwards  may  occur  here,  and  so  give 
the  starting  point  for  the  hernial  protrusion.  In  this  connection  the 
greater  frequency  of  hernia  on  the  right  side  may  be  noted.  In  -violent 
exertions  the  right  arm  is  usually  more  used  than  the  left,  and  as  the 
chest  is  bent  over  to  the  left  side  to  counterbalance  the  strain  on  the 
right,  the  lower  surface  of  the  diaphragm  faces  more  to  the  right  and 
presses  the  viscera  towards  that  side.  It  is  clear  that  straining  at  stool 
or  otherwise  wiW  also  increase  the  pressure  on  the  abdominal  contents, 
and  any  excess  will  predispose  to  hex^nia. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  protrusion  takes  jjlace  where  there  is  an)' 
weakness  of  the  abdominal  wall,  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  external 
hernias  occur  at  specially  unsupported  parts  of  the  wall,  while  the 
internal  ones  have  usually  a  pouch  ready  made  as  a  starting  point. 
The  abdominal  wall  from  its  anatomical  conformation  is  weak  at  certain 
points  in  every  person,  but  there  may  be  congenitally  a  special  weakness, 
which  in  some  cases  seems  to  be  hereditary.  Or  the  weakness  may  In- 
induced  by  the  stretching  of  the  abdominal  parietes  by  increase  in  their 
contents  (ascites,  tumours,  pregnancy,  etc.)  or  more  directly  by  injuiy 
to  a  particular  part. 

In  protruding,  the  viscera  nearly  always  push  the  peritoneum  before 
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them,  and  the  proper  sac  is  formed  by  the  peritoneum,  which  shows  a 
remarkable  power  of  stretching.  But  there  are  cases  of  protrusion  in 
which  the  aperture  has  been  produced  by  actual  rupture  of  the  wall, 
and  in  these  cases  the  hernia  may  be  devoid  of  a  proper  sac.  These 
cases,  however,  of  what  may  be  called  false  hernia,  are  exceedingly 
rare,  as  an  injury,  although  tearing  the  muscular  wall  and  other  tissues, 
will  very  often  leave  the  elastic  peritoneum  uninjured  and  capable 
of  protrusion. 

The  hernial  sac  acquires  for  the  most  part  adhesion  to  the  structures 
among  which  it  is  protruded,  and  it  does  so  by  a  chronic  inflammation. 
It  very  often  happens  also  that  the  contents  of  the  sac  become  adherent 
to  its  internal  surface  by  inflammation,  and  in  that  case  the  hernia 
is  irreducible. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  fully  into  the  individual  forms  of  hernia, 
and  of  the  external  ones  little  more  than  an  enumeration  will  suffice. 

The  EXTERNAL  HERNIAS  are,  (1)  Inguinal  hernia  in  the  congenital 
and  acquired  forms,  or,-  as  otherwise  divided,  direct  and  oblique. 
(2)  Femoral  hernia.  These  two  are  by  far  the  commonest  forms.  Of 
comparatively  rare  occurrence  are,  (3)  Hernia  of  the  sciatic  notch; 
(4)  Permeal  hernia,  protruded  between  the  fibres  of  the  levator  ani  •  (5) 
Vaginal  hernia;  (6)  Hernia  of  the  foramen  ovale ;  (7)  Umbilical  hernia 
which  IS  congenital  or  acquired,  in  the  former  case  arising  by  protrusion 
mto  the  dilated  umbihcal  cord;  (8)  Abdominal  hernia  occurring  in 
various  parts  of  the  abdomen,  chiefly  towards  the  edges  of  muscles 
and  ansmg  by  tearing  of  tendons  or  muscular  fibres,  hence,  frequently' 
traumatic.    Its  commonest  situation  is  near  the  linea  alba. 

Internal  hernia  comes  less  frequently  into  sight,  and  the  possi- 
Dihty  of  Its  existence  is  apt  to  be  forgotten. 

(1)  Diaphragmatic  hernia  is  perhaps  the  commonest.  There  is  a 
congenital  form  in  which  a  sac  is  protruded  through  one  of  the  normal 
apertures,  or  through  a  part  of  the  diaphragm  which  by  reason  of 
defective  development  has  given  way.  The  protrusion  is  into  the 
chest,  and  the  sac  may  contain  intestine,  spleen,  liver,  stomach.  There 

also  an  acquired  form,  due  nearly  always  to  some  injury  to  the 
diaphragm,  and  the  hernia  is  frequently  devoid  of  a  proper  peritoneal 
sac.  From  a  case  recorded  by  Dr.  Adams,  it  appear'  that  Ttun  oi^ 
growing  against  the  diaphragm  (in  his  case  from  the  cap  u  e  of  the 
spleen)  may  so  weaken  it  as  to  lead  to  hernial  protrusLn     In  dt 
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phragmatic  hernias  from  rupture,  a  large  portion  of  the  alxloniinal 
viscera  may  be  protruded. 

(2)  Eetroperitoneal  HERNIA  includes  cases  in  which  the  intestine 
passes  into  a  pre-existing  pouch  in  the  peritoneum,  greatly  enlarging 
and  filling  it.  The  hernial  sac  hence  lies  behind  the  peritoneum  of 
which  it  is  an  oflFset.  There  are  three  pouches  in  the  peritoneum  which 
are  capable  of  giving  rise  to  such  hernias. 

The  JEJUNO-DUODENAL  pouch  is  the  most  important.    It  exists  just 
where  the  jejunum  arises  from  the  duodenum,  and  hes  between  the  last 
part  of  the  duodenum,  which  bounds  it  on  the  right,  and  the  aorta, 
which  bounds  it  on  the  left.    The  pouch  was  present,  according  to 
Waldeyer,  in  about  70  per  cent,  of  the  bodies  which  he  has  examined, 
and  is  generally  large  enough  to  admit  the  terminal  phalanx  of  the 
thumb.    It  is  best  seen  when  the  jejunum  and  small  intestine  generally 
are  raised  and  carried  to  the  right,  so  that  the  origin  of  the  mesentery 
may  be  exposed.    The  Httle  pouch,  if  present,  is  then  seen  lying  in  the 
posterior  wall  of  the  abdomen  with  sharp  siclde-like  margins.  Some- 
times a  fold  of  the  jejunum  passes  into  this  pouch,  constituting  a  hernia. 
The  pouch  may  be  greatly  enlarged  by  the  protrusion  of  further  portions 
of  the  intestine  into  it,  and  cases  have  been  recorded  in  which  the  entire 
intestine  has  passed  into  the  greatly  distended  sac. 

Another  pouch  of  the  peritoneum  is  the  sub-C^CAL,  which  has  its  seat 
between  the  folds  of  the  meso-colon  ascendens.  Into  this  pouch  the 
intestine  is  very  rarely  protruded,  and  the  pouch  itself  only  occurred  m 
about  30  per  cent,  of  the  bodies  examined  by  Waldeyer. 

The  FOSSA  inteksigmoidea  is  a  pouch  in  the  mesentery,  lying 
between  the  two  folds  near  the  beginning  of  the  sigmoid  flexure.  The 
aperture  is  in  the  under  layer.  This-is  the  commonest  of  these  pouches, 
occurring  in  about  80  per  cent,  of  the  bodies,  but  from  its  position 
it  does  not  appear  ever  to  become  the  seat  of  hernia. 

The  contents  of  hernias  are  usually  the  intestine,  and,  for  the  most 
part,  the  more  movable  small  intestine.  Sometimes  also  the  great 
Omentum  is  carried  into  the  sac.  The  large  intestine  possesses  for 
the  most  part  no  free  mesentery,  being  only  partially  covered  with 
peritoneum,  so  that  it  is  hardly  possible  for  it  to  pass  into  a  sac 
unless  it  be  dragged  down  with  considerable  force.     _  ■ 

The  method  of  descent  of  the  large  intestme  merits  a  more  spec  a 
notice      The  process  may  in  some  respects  be  compared  to  the 
descent  of  the  testis  in  the  foetus.    Before  its  descent  the  testis  is  only 
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partially  covered  with  peritoneum,  being  free  of  it  at  its  posterior  aspect. 
As  it  descends  it  remains  with  only  a  partial  peritoneal  covering,  and 
even  in  the  tunica  vaginalis,  after  the  sac  has  separated  from  the  general 
peritoneum,  the  testis  lies  behind  with  its  posterior  aspect  free  of 
peritoneum.  And  so  in  a  hernial  sac,  the  caecum  may  be  carried  down, 
but  in  its  new  position  it  remains  only  partially  covered  with  peritoneum, 
and  really  forms  as  it  were  a  part  of  the  wall  of  the  sac.  This  will  only 
occur  in  very  large  hernias  as  a  rule,  but  when  it  does  occur  the  piece 
of  intestine  will  be  irreducible. 

A  still  more  peculiar  condition  sometimes  occurs.  The  intestine 
may  be  protruded  mainly  at  the  part  where  it  is  uncovered  by  peri- 
toneum, and  instead  of  pushing  a  peritoneal  sac  before  it,  it  may  as  it 
Avere  drag  it  after.  As  the  gut  is  protruded  it  may  even  get  more  and 
more  stripped  of  peritoneum,  so  that  the  hernia  may  be  much  more 
extensive  than  the  sac.  This,  however,  is  an  exceedingly  exceptional 
occurrence,  and  it  is  more  common  to  find  that  as  an  ordinary  hernia 
advances  it  drags  the  colon  into  it,  so  that  besides  free  loops  of  small 
intestine  there  may  be,  fixed  in  the  wall  and  only  partly  covered  by 
peritoneum,  a  piece  of  the  caecum,  or  the  sigmoid  flexure,  or  even  the 
fundus  of  the  bladder. 


In  a  similar  fashion  to  that  just  described,  the  ovary  may  be  pro- 
truded. A  large  majority  of  cases  of  ovarian  heRxNIA  are  congenital, 
and  they  appear  to  arise  by  a  fault  of  development  by  which  the  ovary 
descends  as  the  testis  does  normally.  The  ovary  passes  through  the 
mgumal  rang  and  takes  a  sac  with  it,  but  just  like  the  testis  it  is  itself 
attached  to  the  wall.  The  sac  remains  open  like  the  tunica  vaginalis  in 
a  congemtal  inguinal  hernia.  The  ovary  in  that  case  will  be  irreduci- 
ble, unless,  as  sometimes  happens,  the  broad  ligament  is  so  long  as  to 
allow  the  ovary  to  pass  back  through  the  neck.  In  this  case,  however 
he  ovary  will  still  have  its  fixed  attachment  in  the  sac.  Apart  from 
this  congenital  inguinal  form,  ovarian  hernias  may  be  acquired,  and 
these  may  be  either  inguinal  or  femoral.  i  . 

.  The  STRANGULATION  of  hernias  is  of  great  importance.  By  this  ex- 
pression is  meant  the  condition  in  which  the  neck  of  the  sac  is  so  dltlv 
impacted  that  not  only  is  the  return  of  the  contents  pr  vent  d  but^t^^^^ 
the  blood-vessels  are  obstructed  by  the  pressure  of  the  rin'  tZ 

mtestme  as  it  issues  from  the  sac,  there  is,  to  begin  with,  a  partial 
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obstruction.  If  the  intestine  at  its  entrance  into  the  sac  be  free,  while 
at  its  exit  it  makes  a  sudden  bend  so  as  to  cause  a  partial  obstruction, 
then  the  faeces  will  pass  readily  in,  but  will  accumulate  inside  as  they 
do  not  find  free  exit.  The  mere  loading  with  faices  may  cause  irreduci- 
bility,  and  if  the  fseces  decompose  the  development  of  gas  may  still 
further  increase  the  bulk  of  the  contents.  In  this  way  the  sac  will 
become  too  full,  and  as  the  neck  is  narrow  there  will  be  special  constric- 
tion here.  Again,  the  intestine  already  in  the  sac  by  its  peristaltic  move- 
ment may  drag  more  and  more  of  the  gut  after  it,  tiU  stopped  by  the 
intestine  becoming  too  tight  for  the  neck. 

In  any  case  the  neck  of  the  sac  constricts  the  portion  of  intestine 
concerned,  and  the  most  direct  effect  is  obstruction  of  its  veins.  This 
itself,  by  producing  hypersemia,  and,  it  may  be,  oedema  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  leads  to  swelling  and  further  constriction.  The  whole  pro- 
truded piece  becomes  of  a  dark  colour  from  venous  engorgement  and 
haemorrhage.  Finally  the  pressure  may  be  enough  to  close  even  the 
arteries. 

The  venous  obstruction  alone  seems  sufficient,  if  complete,  to  cause 
necrosis  of  the  intestine,  and  so  gangrene  is  an  occasional  result.  If 
the  arteries  are  also  obstructed  there  is  still  greater  probability  of  the  ■ 
occurrence  of  gangrene. 

But  sometimes  the  obstruction  is  relieved  before  gangrene  has 
occurred,  and  yet  in  some  of  these  cases  a  severe  inflammation  results 
after  the  intestine  has  been  returned  to  the  abdomen,  leading  on,  it 
may  be,  ultimately  to  gangrene  of  the  affected  piece  of  gut.  The 
probable  explanation  of  this  is  that  during  the  incarceration  the 
arteries  have  been  obstructed,  and  during  this  period  the  blood-vessels 
have  been  so  damaged  that  on  the  restoration  of  the  circulation  the}' 
are  no  longer  able  to  recover.  It  has  been  shovm  by  experiment  (iu 
the  ear  of  the  rabbit)  that  if,  by  ligaturing  the  main  arteries,  the 
vessels  of  the  part  are  deprived  of  blood  for  a  time,  and  then  the 
circulation  restored  by  loosing  the  ligature,  the  result  is,  active  h}rpev- 
»mia,  acute  inflammation,  or  the  haemorragic  infarction,  according  to 
the  time  during  which  the  ligature  has  acted.  So  in  the  case  before 
us,  the  release  of  the  constriction,  by  allowing  of  the  re-estabhshment 
of  the  circulation  in  vessels  seriously  compromised,  may  lead  to  inflam- 
mation or  gangrene. 


TWISTING  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 
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TWISTING  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

This  is  ca  condition  probably  of  frequent  occurrence,  but  one  which 
is  perhaps  too  little  borne  in  mind  as  a  cause  of  obstruction.  It  occurs 
in  the  great  majority  of  cases  at  the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon,  and 
the  reason  of  this  will  appear  from  the  anatomical  relations  of  that  part 
of  the  gut.  The  ascending  colon  above  the  flexure,  and  the  rectum 
below  it,  have  virtually  no  mesentery,  being  fixed  to  the  abdominal  wall. 
The  flexure  therefore  is  fixed  at  its  two  extremities  and  these  are  near 
one  another,  while  the  loop  forming  the  flexure  is  movable.  It  is  as  if 
the  loop  were  attached  by  its  two  ends  to  a  fixed  point,  and  it  is  easy 
to  understand  how  it  should  sometimes  twist  round  this  as  an  axis. 
The  twist  is,  as  it  were,  in  two  half  turns  (see  Eig.  244),  and  it  is 
usually  the  upper  limb  of  the  loop  which  turns 
roimd  the  lower  at  its  neck. 

It  is  clear  that  the  twisting  will  cause  some 
obstruction  of  the  intestine,  but  this  will  not  usually 
be  complete.  The  lower  hmb  is  narrowed  at  its 
neck  by  being  grasped  by  the  upper  limb  twisted 
round  it,  while  the  upper  hmb  is  narrowed  by  the 
sudden  curve  which  it  makes.  Faeces  still  pass 
into  the  flexure  however,  and  they  may  accumu- 
late in  enormous  quantity.  This  partial  obstruc- 
tion with  accumulation  of  faeces  may  persist  for  ti^e'tiJ.toirZ^^^\& 
months  and  lead  to  extreme  dilatation  of  the  flex-  ^^p^er  w  ttn  theX* 
ure,  so  that  it  may  fill  the  abdomen  and  reach  up  ^^"'J^  t""  passed'' up' from 
to  the  diaphragm.  As  the  upper  limb  is  twisted 
over  the  lower  and  the  latter  is  straight,  a  tube  may  be  passed  from 
the  anus  up  into  the  enormously  dilated  flexure.  The  walls  of  the 
intestine  in  these  prolonged  cases  may  be  greatly  thickened,  especially 
-the  muscular  coat.  In  some  cases  twisting  may  exist  without  any 
obstruction  of  consequence. 

While  twisting  is  most  common  in  the  sigmoid  flexure,  it  is  liable 
to  occiu-  also  when  other  parts  of  the  intestine  assume  similar  relations, 
that  IS  to  say  when  a  free  loop  of  small  intestine  becomes  fixed  at  its  ex- 
tremities, and  these  extremities  are  near  each  other.  This  will  happen  most 
frequently  when  one  extremity  is  already  fixed,  as  is  the  case  at  the 
upper  and  lower  ends  of  the  small  intestine,  where  on  the  one  hand  the 
duodenum,  and  on  the  other  the  colon,  is  fixed  to  the  abdominal  wall 
and  holds  the  intestine  down.    If,  by  inflammation  or  otherwise  an 
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abnormal  adhesion  is  acquired  so  that  the  gut  is  fixed  at  a  point  neai- 
the  situation  of  tlie  natural  fixation,  then  twisting  is  apt  to  occur,  and 
probably  more  readily  here  than  in  the  sigmoid  flexure,  as  the  small 
intestine  is  naturally  more  mobile. 


INTUSSUSCEPTION  OE  INVAGINATION. 

In  this  condition  a  portion  of  the  intestine  passes  into  a  succeeding 
portion.  In  order  that  one  piece  may  slip  inside  the  other,  the  one 
must  present  active  peristaltic  contractions,  while  the  other  is  relaxed. 
The  portion  narrowed  by  the  violent  peristalsis  passes  inside  of  the 
relaxed  part. 

These  conditions  are  most  frequently  satisfied  at  the  junction  of  the 
small  and  large  intestines.  The  large  intestine  is  naturally  wide,  and  its 
peristaltic  movements  sluggish.  If  then  the  ileum  at  its  last  part 
presents  peculiarly  violent  peristaltic  contractions  it  may  pass  into  the 
large  intestine.  This  may  explain  the  fact  that  the  most  frequent  seat 
of  invagination  is  this  situation. 

The  invagination,  however,  is  not  usually  a  simple  inversion  of  the 
ileum  into  the  colon ;  in  most  cases  the  ileo-csecal  valve  is  carried  before 
the  advancing  ileum  and  forms  the  apex  of  the  intruded  piece.  This 
implies  that  the  cajcum  itself  is  carried  inwards  and  inverted,  and  the 
orifice  of  the  vermiform  appendage  is  sometimes  to  be  found  near  the 
apex  of  the  invagination.  The  invagination  is  not  infrequently  ver}- 
extreme,  so  that  in  children  (in  whom  it  most  commonly  occurs)  the 
invaginated  part  may  be  carried  right  on  to  the  rectum,  so  that  the 
apex  may  be  felt  per  anum. 

Besides  this  form  we  also  meet  with  invagination  of  the  large  mtes- 
tine  itself,  one  part  into  a  succeeding.  It  occurs  but  rarely  in  the  small 
intestine. 

It  has  been  stated  above  that  invagination  is  peculiarly  frequent  m 
children,  especially  that  form  in  which  the  large  intestine  is  involved, 
and  this  is  probably  due  to  the  much  greater  mobility  of  the  colon 
in  children  than  in  adults.  In  the  bodies  of  children  also  we 
frequently  meet  with  a  form  of  invagination  which  has  produced  no 
symptoms  during  life,  and  has  really  occurred  just  at  the  time  of 
death  It  is  usually  present  in  the  small  intestine,  where  a  small  mver- 
sion  of  one  part  into  a  succeeding  one  is  fovmd.  The  invagmation  ;s 
easily  reduced  by  slight  dragging,  and  there  are  none  of  the  secondarj 
changes  visible  such  as  are  to  be  mentioned  immediately  as  following 
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invagination.  Just  at  death,  or  immediately  after  it  (as  may  be  fre- 
quently seen  in  animals),  the  intestine  commonly  shows  violent  peri- 
staltic movements,  but  these  are  irregular,  and  it  readily  happens  that 
a  much  contracted  part  passes  inside  a  relaxed  portion.  This  form  of 
invagination  is  therefore  either  post-mortem  or  occurs  just  at  the 
agony. 

A^Tien  a  piece  of  intestine  is  invaginated,  there  are  three  tubes,  the 
outside  one  in  its  natural  position,  forming  the  sheath,  the  internal 
one,  which,  although  abnormal  in  position,  runs  in  the  usual  direction, 
and  the  middle  one  joining  the  other  two,  and  with  its  mucous  surface 
directed  outwards.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  second  invagination 
occurs,  and  then  there  are  five  tubes,  or  a  third,  in  which  case  there 
are  seven.  The  mesentery  is  carried  in  with  the  intestine,  and  by 
dragging  on  it  at  one  side,  it  may  give  the  gut  a  somewhat  oblique 
direction. 

The  packing  of  intestine  into  the  interior  of  succeeding  portions 
causes  considerable  interference  with  the  circulation,  and  this  is 
increased  by  the  mesentery  being  partly  included  and  its  vessels 
pressed  on.  In  this  way  there  usually  occurs  an  acute  inflamma- 
tion, with  swelling  and  haemorrhage  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and 
fibrinous  exudation  on  the  peritoneal  surface.  The  inflammation  may 
lead  on  to  a  general  peritonitis  with  fatal  issue.  Again,  the  obstruction 
of  the  vessels  may  be  such  as,  with  the  added  inflammation,  to  lead  to 
gangrene  of  the  gut,  and  this  by  the  slough  separating  and  causing  per- 
foration may  produce  a  fatal  peritonitis.  On  the  other  hand,  perman- 
ent adhesion  may  occur  between  the  sheath  and  the  upper  end  of  the 
mcluded  part  at  the  proximal  extremity  of  the  invagination,  and,  the 
mner  and  middle  tubes  becoming  gangrenous,  they  may  come  away  in 
whole  or  in  part,  as  a  slough,  and  the  continuity  of  the  intestine  be 
restored  with  the  loss  of  a  piece. 

It  is  not  usual  for  complete  gangrene  of  the  included  tubes  to  occur, 
but  what  remains  becomes  adherent  to  the  sheath,  and,  by  contraction,' 
gradually  accommodates  itself,  and  so  the  caHbre  is  fully  restored. 

PROLAPSE  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

This  condition  connects  itself  naturally  with  invagination.    It  is  the 
protrusion  of  the  intestine  outside  the  body  through  the  anus  or  throu-h 
an  artificial  anus.    The  commonest  form  is  the  ordinary  prolapsus  ani 
Ihis  only  occurs  when  the  sphincter  is  greatly  relaxed  by  catarrh  or  by 
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violent  pressing  at  stool,  but  when  it  has  frequently  happened  the 
sphincter  atrophies  and  the  prolapse  occurs  very  readily. 

There  are,  strictly  speaking,  two  forms  of  prolapsus  ani.  In  the  one 
little  more  than  the  mucous  membrane  is  protruded,  and  it  is  seen  to  be 
continuous  with  the  skin  at  the  anus.  In  the  other  form  there  is  really 
an  invagination  as  well  as  a  protrusion.  The  lower  part  of  the  rectum  is 
so  fixed  that  the  whole  wall  cannot  be  protruded,  but  only  its  mucous 
membrane  as  in  the  form  just  considered.  But  the  upper  more  mov- 
able part  may  be  invaginated  into  the  lower  part  and  then  protruded. 
This  mostly  occurs  as  a  consequence  of  violent  peristaltic  contraction  of 
the  rectum  in  cases  of  severe  diarrhoea  with  tenesmus. 

In  both  forms  the  exposed  mucous  membrane  becomes  inflamed  and 
liable  to  bleeding.  The  inflammation  sometimes  causes  through  time 
adhesion  and  fixation  of  the  bowel  in  its  abnormal  position. 


SIMPLE  INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  mucous  membrane  is  frequently 
irritated  by  the  contents  being  of  an  obnoxious  nature  by  reason  of  de- 
composition or  otherwise.  In  addition  to  that,  inflammation  may  be 
produced  by  the  action  of  specific  morbid  poisons,  chiefly  those  of 
dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  and  cholera.  We  have  therefore  in  the 
first  place  to  consider  the  simple  inflammations  and  afterwards  these 
others.  The  term  enteritis  is  often  used  to  designate  inflammations 
of  the  intestine  of  all  kinds. 

Phlegmonous  inflammations  of  the  intestine  sometimes  occur  as 
the  result  of  peculiarly  irritating  contents.  We  shall  see  that  in 
dysentery  we  have  an  inflammation  of  this  kind,  but  there  are  what 
may  be  called  dysenteric  inflammations  without  the  special  dysenteric 
poison,  the  anatomical  changes  being  virtually  the  same,  although  as  a 
rule  much  less  intense. 

Catarrh  of  the  Intestine. — As  already  indicated,  this  occurs 
chiefly  in  connection  with  the  presence  of  irritating  contents,  but 
exposure  to  cold  may  also  lead  to  it.  Perhaps  this  latter  cause  pro- 
duces its  eff-ects  by  means  of  the  former.  That  is  to  say,  the  exposure 
of  the  surface  to  cold  may  interfere  with  digestion^  and  absorption,  and 
so  leave  the  contents  to  decompose  and  become  irritating. 

The  influence  of  the  intestinal  contents  in  producing  catarrhs,  is 
shown  by  the  localities  at  which  inflammations  are  most  common. 
The  large  intestine  is  much  more  frequently  aff-ected  than  the  small. 
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and  in  the  large  intestine  the  csecuni,  with  the  vermiform  appendage, 
is  the  most  frequent  seat,  and  next  to  that  the  rectum,  apparently  be- 
cause the  contents  stagnate  specially  in  these  parts  rather  than  in  the 
much  more  movable  transverse  colon. 

The  catarrh  is  characterized  by  hypereemia  and  swelling  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  with  exudation  of  serous  fluid  and  leucocytes. 
There  is  also  increased  secretion  of  mucus,  which  in  the  case  of  the 
colon  may  be  very  excessive.  The  exudation  is  usually  mucous  in  char- 
acter, but  in  the  more  acute  inflammation  it  may  assume  more  or  less 
of  a  purulent  character.  If  this  be  the  case  the  mucous  membrane 
is  hable  to  be  infiltrated  with  inflammatory  cells,  and  after  a  time 
to  undergo  ULCERATION.  This  occurs  with  peculiar  frequency  in  the 
caecum,-  and  next  to  it  in  the  rectum.  Catarrhal  ulcers  are  usually 
of  considerable  area  and  comparatively  superficial.  Neighbouring 
ulcers  may  coalesce  so  as  to  produce  extensive,  variously  shaped  losses 
of  substance,  in  the  midst  of  which  the  remaining  mucous  membrane 
appears  as  raised  patches  with  irregular  outline.  Sometimes  the  floor 
of  the  ulcer  is  so  smooth,  and  the  remaining  mucous  membrane  so 
irregular  from  inflammatory  infiltration,  that  it  looks  as  if  the  ulcer 
were  the  normal  mucous  membrane  and  the  patches  of  persisting 
mucous  membrane  adventitious. 

In  the  course  of  catarrhs,  ulcers  also  arise  from  the  closed  follicles. 
There  are  indeed  some  catarrhs  in  which  the  latter  are  mainly  afi"ected, 
appearing  as  rounded  prominences  and  flat  elevations,  corresponding  to 
the  sohtary  follicles  and  Peyer's  patches.  This  form  is  called  folli- 
cular catarrh,  or  follicular  enteritis.  But  without  the  inflamma- 
tion preponderating  in  the  foUicles  they  are  often  enlarged,  and  may  be 
so  infiltrated  with  inflammatory  products  as  to  form  virtually  small 
abscesses  resulting  in  crater-shaped  ulcers  which  may  afterwards  enlarge. 
In  this  way  arise  the  so-called  follicular  ulcers.  ^ 

The  ulcers  of  ordinary  catarrh  are  superficial,  and  unless  exposed  to 
continued  irritation,  as  by  the  prolonged  presence  of  hard  f^ces,  they 
do  not  tend  to  perforation,  and  readily  heal  when  the  cause  of  catarrh  is 
removed. 

If  the  catarrh  be  moderate— not  so  intense  as  to  lead  to  ulceration— 
then,  if  long  continued,  it  will  give  rise  to  hypertrophy  of  the  mucous 
membrane  such  as  we  find  so  frequently  in  the  case  of  the  stomach 
Mere  also  there  may  be  mucous  polypi  and  cysts  as  in  the  stomach 
ihey  are  most  frequent  in  the  large  intestine,  and  if  seated  in  the 
rectum  they  may  project  through  the  anus. 
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Localized  Inflammations. — It  has  already  been  indicated  that 
certain  localities  are  more  liable  to  inflammation  than  others,  and  as 
the  inflammations  of  certain  of  these  regions  present  special  points 
of  importance  they  have  received  special  names,  and  require  more 
particular  attention. 

Duodenitis  is  usually  an  extension  of  a  catarrh  of  the  stomach, 
and  it  would  not  warrant  any  special  reference  except  from  the  fact 
that  the  common  bile  duct  often  takes  part  in  the  catarrh,  and  we 
have  obstruction  and  icterus  sometimes  resulting  from  this  simple 
cause. 

Typhlitis  and  Perityphlitis  designate  conditions  which  require 
very  special  notice.  These  two  terms  mean  respectively  inflammation 
in  and  around  the  caecum,  but  they  are  frequently  used  so  as  to  include 
inflammations  in  connection  with  the  vermiform  appendage,  and,  in 
fact,  Ziegler  seems  to  limit  the  designations  to  these  latter  inflam- 
mations. 

In  some  cases  the  caecum  is  very  seriously  inflamed  and  ulcerated,  espe- 
cially when  large  masses  of  hard  fseces  lodge  in  it.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  ulcers  may  increase  in  depth,  and  extend,  in  the  posterior 
part  of  the  wall  where  the  gut  is  not  covered  l^y  peritoneum,  through 
the  entire  thickness  of  the  intestine  so  as  to  penetrate  into  the  retro- 
peritoneal connective  tissue.  The  result  is  acute  inflammation  iH  thi> 
region,  often  going  on  to  the  formation  of  abscess.  It  will  be  inferred 
that  this  condition  is  that  designated  perityphlitis. 

The  vermiform  appendage  much  more  frequently  gives  rise  to  acute 
inflammations  around  the  ctecum  than  the  caecum  itself  does,  so  that, 
although  the  term  typhlitis  is  not  appHcable,  yet  perityphlitis  is. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  in  the  first  place  that  the  appendage 
sometimes  undergoes  peculiar  transformations  on  account  of  the  closure 
of  its  orifice,  with  or  even  without  inflammation  of  its  mucous  mem- 
brane If,  as  a  result  of  inflammation  or  otherwise,  the  orifice  be 
closed,  the  secretion,  along  with  the  catarrhal  exudation,  accumulates  m 
the  appendage  and  distends  it,  so  as  to  convert  it  into  a  large  reten- 
tion CYST  (Fig.  245).  The  contents  usually  become  serous,  so  as  to 
constitute  a  dropsy  of  the  vermiform  appendage,  but  they  may  continue 
mucous  in  character  and  form  a  thickish  jelly.  The  dilated  appendage 
may  acquire  considerable  dimensions,  as  in  the  case  from  winch  tlic 
accompanying  figure  is  taken. 

But  of  more  importance  are  the  inflammations  due  to  the  presence  of 
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FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  APPENDAGE.  Any  hard  substance  lying  in  the 
caecum  may,  if  small  enough,  pass  into  the  vermiform  appendage.  In 


•  F'°'         Cyst  of  vermiform  appendage.    The  appendage  is  converted 
into  a  toiilky  cyst  which  v^as  filled  with  gelatinous  material. 

this  way  apple,  grape,  cherry,  or  orange  seeds  are  said  to  get  into  it. 
But  much  more  frequently  pieces  of  hardened  faeces  are  met  with,  and 
as  these  dry  and  frequently  assume  the  shape  and  appearance  of  cherry 
or  orange  stones,  they  are  frequently  mistaken  for  them.  This  occurs 
all  the  more  because  the  inspissated  fseces  are  often  coated  with  phos- 
phates which  form  a  kind  of  rind. 

The  presence  of  the  foreign  body  causes  inflammation  of  the  mucous 
membrane,  and  this,  from  the  continued  pressure  and  confined  space, 
readily  results  in  ulceration.  The  ulcers  frequently  penetrate  through 
the  appendage  and  lead  to  peritonitis.  As  a  general  rule  the  appendage 
has  acquired  adhesions  before  actual  perforation  occurs,  and  so  the 
pentonitis  is  limited  by  the  adhesions.  But  the  inflammation  is  apt  to 
recur,  and  not  infrequently  results  in  the  formation  of  recurring  ab- 
scesses.   The  bursting  of  one  of  these  into  the  cavity  of  the  peritoneum 
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often  leads  to  fatal  i)oritoiiitis.  From  the  accounts  in  the  newspapers, 
the  death  of  M.  Gambetta  seems  to  have  been  due  to  this  cause. 

From  the  relation  of  the  parts  it  will  be  seen  that  a  perityphUtis 
arising  from  the  ctecum  will  usually  be  in  the  subperitoneal  tissue, 
whereas  that  from  the  vermiform  appendage  will  be  in  the  peritoneum, 
as  the  appendage  is  completely  surrounded  by  peritoneum  and  has  a 
mesentery.  It  follows  that  the  latter  is  much  the  more  dangerous  as  it 
is  also  the  more  frequent  form.  It  is,  indeed,  much  more  frequently  a 
cause  of  death  than  is  usually  supposed. 

Proctitis  and  Periproctitis  are  inflammations  in  the  rectum  and 
around  it,  of  an  equivalent  character  to  those  in  and  around  the  caecum. 
If  the  ulceration  leads  to  perforation  and  the  formation  of  abscess,  then 
the  disease  may  have  a  very  chronic  course  with  fistulee  discharging 
into  the  rectum.  Sometimes  these  burst  externally,  or  into  the 
vagina,  and  they  may  retain  their  communication  with  the  rectum, 
so  forming  false  passages  for  the  faeces  and  flatus,  or  the  internal 
■aperture  may  close,  leaving  merely  an  external  fistula. 


SPECIFIC  INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

Dysentery.— This  inflammation  is  determined  by  the  action  of  a 
specific  morbid  poison.  As  already  indicated,  similar  lesions  sometimes 
occur  in  connection  with  other  diseases,  such  as  typhoid  fever,  cholera, 
acute  rheumatism,  but  in  these  also,  although  the  virus  is  not  the  same, 
we  may  presume  that  a  violent  irritant  is  present.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  whether  the  poison  acts  on  the  mucous  membrane  by  being  present 
in  the  intestinal  contents,  or  because  it  is  carried  by  the  blood.  At  any 
rate,  the  locality  of  the  disease  is  evidently  determined  by  the  stagnation 
of  the  intestinal  contents.  It  is  always  most  marked  in  the  large  intes- 
tine, and  especially  in  the  flexures,  these  being  the  parts  where  the 
fa3ces  tarry  longest.  It  usually  decreases  in  intensity,  from  the  rectum 
upwards,  but  not  uniformly,  there  being  more  affected  and  less  affected 
parts,  the  former  corresponding  usually  with  the  flexures.  In  severe 
cases  the  whole  colon  is  affected,  and  sometimes  even  the  lower  part  of 

the  ileum.  -u  •  -u  • 

The  disease  manifests  itself  as  an  acute  inflammation,  which,  m  the 
milder  cases,  may  present  the  characters  of  a  severe  catarrh,  but  is 
apt  to  go  on  to  phlegmonous  inflammation  ivith  sloughing  of  the  mucous 
membrane.    In  the  earUer  stages  the  mucous  membrane  is  swollen  by 
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serous  exudation,  soft  and  juicy,  and  it  is  thrown  into  folds  on  the  sum- 
mits of  which  it  is  peculiarly  hypersemic.  The  surface  is  covered 
by  a  mucous  or  grumous  material,  consisting  of  shed  epithelium  with 
mucus  and  inflammatory  exudation.  The  mucous  membrane  and  sub- 
mucous tissue  are  infiltrated  with  serous  fluid  and  leucocytes  in  great 
abundance. 

In  higher  degrees  the  mucous  membrane  is  still  more  thickened 
and  thrown  into  still  more  prominent  folds.  There  is  also  consider- 
able hsemorrhage  in  its  substance  occasionally.  The  summits  of  the 
folds  being  specially  exposed  to  mechanical  irritation  very  commonly 
undergo  necrosis,  and  the  sloughs  are  generally  distinguishable  by  the 
brown  colour  which  they  assume  from  becoming  stained  with  the  bile 
pigment.  The  necrosis  involves  the  mucous  membrane  to  varying 
depths,  sometimes  very  superficially,  sometimes  through  its  whole  thick- 
ness, and,  if  the  slough  surrounds  the  gut,  we  may  have  a  ring  of 
necrosed  tissue  ultimately  discharged  by  the  anus. 

Of  course,  these  sloughs  leave  ulcers  behind,  whose  walls  present 
great  infiltration  of  leucocytes.  But  ulcers  form  also  by  processes 
similar  to  those  in  catarrh,  namely,  by  inflammatory  infiltration  and 
molecular  destruction  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  by  suppuration 
of  the  closed  follicles. 

The  contents  of  the  intestine  are  in  severe  cases  formed  of  dark 
decomposing  material,  mixed  with  blood.  The  mesenteric  glands  are 
always  secondarily  aff"ected,  being  enlarged  and  hyperajmic. 

If  the  patient  survives  the  acute  attack,  the  disease  very  commonly 
passes  mto  chronic  dysentery.  The  ulcers  formed  in  the  various 
ways  described  above  show  little  tendency  to  heal,  but  remain  as  open 
discharging  sores.  Sometimes  they  penetrate  more  deeply,  and  lead  to 
abscesses  in  the  surrounding  tissue,  especially  of  the  rectum  (periproc- 
clth  membrane  is  swollen  and  in  a  state  of 

catarrh.  _  The  whole  intestinal  wall  is  thickened  except  where  the 

na^.been  slight  and  the  ulceration  only  superficial,  there  may  be  a 

lef  yrs:  ^^'^ — withinsignifiiTt  c-; 

tnces.    But  for  the  most  part  the  ulceration  has  been  considerable  and 
h  c  catnces  are  of  considerable  superficial  extent,  perhaps  su  ol  ^g 
the  gut.     When  such  cicatrices,  in  the  usual  fashion,  contract  tW 
cause  nan-owing  of  the  intesfinp  w1.;«t,  •  .  ^^ej 

o  intestine,  which,  m  some  cases,  is  very  consider- 
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able.  Alternating  with  the  narrowing  there  is  very  commonly  dilatation 
of  the  more  healthy  parts,  so  that  a  very  remarkable  pouching  of  the 
colon  may  result,  the  narrowed  parts  being  probably  adherent  to  the 
tissues  around.  The  obstruction  produced  in  this  way  is  all  the  greater 
because  the  contraction  often  throws  the  remaining  mucous  membrane 
into  folds  which  may  act  as  valves  to  the  constricted  part. 

Cholera. — This  disease,  which  occurs  in  an  epidemic  form,  depends 
on  the  action  of  a  specific  virus.  In  addition  to  the  epidemic  disease 
known  as  Asiatic  cholera,  there  is  a  condition  known  as  British 
CHOLERA,  in  which  the  poison  does  not  appear  to  be  a  specific  one, 
but  in  wliich  the  anatomical  changes  are  identical  with  those  in  the 
epidemic  form.  From  an  individual  case,  therefore,  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  say  which  form  is  present ;  this  must  be  judged  by  circum- 
stances, bearing  in  mind  especially  that  the  Asiatic  form  is  pre-eminently 
epidemic,  and  spreads  by  the  extension  of  a  specific  virulent  poison. 
The  exact  form  of  the  virus  is  unknown,  although  there  is  room  to 
believe  that  it  is  a  micro-organism. 

In  both  forms  it  is  clear  that  a  very  violent  irritation  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  intestine  is  produced.  During  life  the  disease  is 
characterized  by  the  discharge  of  extremely  fluid  stools,  which,  from 
the  intermixture  of  finely  divided  material,  give  the  characteristic 
rice-water  appearance.  Sometimes  a  patient  dies  without  the  bowels 
having  been  moved,  but  in  that  case  they  are  found  distended  witli 
the  rice-water  discharge. 

It  is  obvious  that  there  is  here  an  enormous  transudation  from 
the  vessels  of  the  intestine.  The  chemical  character  of  the  discharge, 
however,  seems  to  indicate  that  it  is  not  a  mere  inflammatory  exudation 
from  the  vessels,  but  rather  a  secretion  of  the  glands.  Its  specific 
crravity  is  low,  1006  to  1013.  There  is  very  little  albumen  present,  and 
the  discharge  contains  a  ferment  which  has  the  power  of  converting 

starch  into  sugar.  ,     .      ,  .     ,       .  ^ 

It  is  commonly  stated  that  the  flakes  which  give  their  character  to 
the  rice-water  evacuations  are  composed  of  desquamated  epithehuni. 
Investicrations  have  shown,  however,  that  this  is  not  the  case  ;  they  are 
little  masses  of  mucus  containing  leucocytes.  After  death  the  epithelium 
may  be  found  loose  in  the  intestine,  but  this  appears  to  be  from  post- 
mortem maceration,  for,  if  examined  sufficiently  eariy,  the  epithelium  is 
found  present  and  apparently  normal. 

The  most  marked  post-mortem  appearance  in  the  intestine  is  a 
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remarkable  rosy  injection  of  the  vessels  of  all  its  coats,  so  that  a  red 
appearance  is  visible  even  in  the  serous  coat  whenever  the  body  is  opened. 
The  mucous  membrane  is  swollen  and  the  closed  follicles  prominent. 
Occasionally  there  is  a  decidedly  inflammatory  condition  present,  which 
may  be  even  of  a  dysenteric  character. 

The  condition  of  other  parts  of  the  body  is  directly  referrible  to  the 
enormous  withdrawal  of  water  from  the  blood.  The  blood  itself  is  thick, 
dark,  and  imperfectly  coagulated.  The  skin,  serous  membranes,  and  all 
the  soft  tissues  are  shrunk,  and  dry,  and  parchment-like.  The  mem- 
branes of  the  brain  are  frequently  injected.  The  kidneys  present  the 
characters  of  a  slight  parenchymatous  inflammation. 

Typhoid  fever.  This  disease  is  also  due  to  the  action  of  a  specific 
poison.  In  the  aff"ected  parts  of  the  intestine  bacilli  have  been  found, 
and  exactly  similar  bacilli  have  been  found  in  the  mesenteric  glands 
(see  Fig.  246)  and  in  the  spleen.  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  virus  is 
present  in  the  blood,  and  from 
this  produces  the  general  symp- 
toms of  the  disease,  while  locally 
it  produces  the  changes  to  be 
presently  described.  It  is  very  * 
probable  that  it  finds  entrance 
by  the  intestine,  and  produces 
irritation  of  the  follicles  and 
mesenteric  glands  in  its  passage. 

The  afi'ection  in  the  intestine 
consists  of    an  inflammatory 

swelhng  of  the  closed  follicles  -  ^ 

and  of  the  mucous   membrane  7}^-  246.— BaciUns  from  mesenteric  gland  in  a  case 

.         .  01  tyiihoid  fever.    Tlio  rods  are  shown.    Tlie  large 

m  then'  neighbourhood    the  in-  '^^'^'^^^  beside  them  are  blood  corpuscles,  the  paler 

n            .  •          r                 '  ^^"^  '^'^^>  ^'^'^  darker  ones  the  white.  Prepara- 

llammatlOn  often  going   on   to  stained  with  methylviolet.    X  1800. 

necrosis  and  sloughing.  The  disease  has  usually  its  point  of  greatest 
intensity  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  ileum,  and  it  is  often  possible 
to  see  various  stages  of  the  process  in  proceeding  from  above  downwards 
through  the  small  intestine  till  it  culminates  close  to  the  ileo-c^cal 
valve. 

In  the  normal  state,  especially  in  the  adult,  the  Peyer's  patches  and 
the  solitary  follicles  are  very  slightly  prominent.  The  patch  viewed 
from_  the  surface  shows  a  congeries  of  shallow  depressions  separated 
by  slightly  elevated  ridges,  which  run  in  from  the  general  mucous  mem- 
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brane,  and  form  a  kind  of  network.  It  is  in  the  depressions  that  tlie 
follicles  are  placed.  In  typhoid  fever  there  is  at  fii'st  a  general  swelling 
of  the  patch ;  it  is  an  inflammatory  swelling  accompanied  by  almndant 
infiltration  of  leucocytes  which  occupy  both  the  closed  follicles  and  the 
mucous  membrane.  The  patch  is  obviously  raised  and  its  margins 
somewhat  abrupt  (Fig.  248,  a).  Viewed  from  the  surface  there  is  at  this 
early  stage  simply  an  exaggeration  of  the  normal  appearance.  The 
ridges  of  mucous  membrane  are  swelled  so  that  the  depressions  are  more 
hidden,  and  an  appearance  is  produced  which  has  been  compared  to 
that  of  the  convolutions  of  the  brain  in  miniature.  The  swollen  patch 
has  a  pinkish  or  whitish  colour.  At  the  same  time  the  solitar}'  folhcles 
show  themselves  as  elevations  at  intervals. 

As  time  goes  on  the  whole  tissue  gets  more  and  more  infiltrated 
with  leucocytes  (Fig.  247),  and  the  raised  patch  gets  more  solid  and  its 


a 


Fig.  247.-Portion  of  a  Peyer's  patch  in  an  early  period  of  typhoid  fever  ;  a  mucous  membmne 
which  becomes  raised  when  the  swollen  patch  is  reached  ;  >,  f.™^  /^^f f^^^^  vessels  lie 
of  muscular  coat  •  d  swollen  patch  composed  of  round  cells  with  ddated  blood-vessels  At  t  ie 
rigM  of  the  section  tbe  round^cells  are  invading  the  submucous  tissue  and  approachmg  the  mu..- 


cular  coat,    x  16. 


surface  more  homogeneous.  The  invasion  of  round  cells  extends  to  tlio 
submucous  and  muscular  coats,  even  to  the  serous,  and  passes  to  some 
extent  beyond  the  patch.  A  similar  condition  occurs  in  the  solitary 
follicles;  they  also  present  a  marked  increase  in  size,  and  are  less 
defined,  by  reason  of  the  infiltration  around  them. 
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Fig.  248. — Diagi'ammatic  re- 
presentation of  Payer's  patches 
in  typhoid  fever,  a,  early  stage 
with  swelling  of  the  patch  ;  6, 
later  stage  with  sloughing  ;  c, 
nicer  with  infiltrated  walls. 
(Thierfelder.) 


On  this  condition  follows  necrosis  (Fig.  248  h).  The  infiltrated  and 
altered  patch  or  solitary  follicle  forms  a  slough,  of  larger  or  smaller 
size.  This  slough  remains  adherent  for  a  time, 
and  like  all  sloughs  in  the  intestine  it  becomes 
brown  or  yellow  from  the  biliary  colouring 
matter,  which  stains  dead  tissue,  while  the 
living  structures  are  able  to  resist  it.  Gene- 
rally there  is  a  single  slough  on  a  Peyer's 
patch,  not  involving  the  whole  patch,  but  of 
considerable  superficial  extent  (see  figure). 
Sometimes  there  are  several  sloughs  corres- 
ponding to  some  of  the  closed  follicles  of 
which  the  patch  is  made  up. 

After  a  time  the  slough  separates  and  an 
ulcer  is  left  with  infiltrated  base  and  margins 
(Fig.  248  c).    The  ulcers  are  confined  to  the 
patches  and  solitary  follicles,  so  that  they 
repeat  their  shape  and  locality.     The  walls  are  succulent  and  vas- 
cular, and  considerable  haemorrhage  may  occur  from  them.  The 
ulceration  may  extend  more  deeply  than  the  mucous  membrane,  in- 
volving a  necrosis  of  the  muscular  and  even  of  the  serous  coat, 
so  that  perforation  may  result.     Perforation  may  occur  in  one  of 
two  ways.    In  the  -first  place  an  ulcer  may  extend  in  depth  till  it 
penetrates  through  the  muscular  and  serous  coats.    In  this  case  the 
process  is  somewhat  gradual,  and  there  is  generally  a  sufficient  acute 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  to  cause  adhesion  and  prevent  the 
intestinal  contents  passing  into  the  abdominal  cavity.    In  the  second 
place,  perforation  sometimes  occurs  in  a  manner  comparable  to  the 
perforation  of  the  pleura  in  phthisis  pulmonalis  which  leads  to  pneumo- 
thorax.   The  serous  coat  is  undermined  by  the  ulcer,  and  as  its  nutrition 
is  cut  off  it  undergoes  necrosis.    In  such  cases  the  brown  slough  may  be 
visible  on  viewing  the  intestine  externally.    A  partial  separation  of  the 
slongh  may  allow  of  perforation,  and  as  this  form  is  more  acute  and 
not  so  likely  to  be  accompanied  by  considerable  adhesions,  the  contents 
of  the  intestine  are  more  apt  to  escape  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  and 
produce  fatal  peritonitis. 

When  recovery  takes  place  from  the  fever,  the  process  in  the  intestine 
retrogrades.  According  to  the  stage  reached  will  be  the  exact  process 
of  resolution.  If,  in  any  part,  ulceration  has  not  yet  occurred,  then  there 
is  a  gradual  diminution  of  the  patch  and  a  return  to  the  normal  If 

2  R 
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Txlceration  exists  tlic  ulcer  fills  up  and  cicatrizes.  The  cicatrix,  however, 
remains  long,  often  with  a  slaty  colour,  but  not  usually  with  much 
puckering. 

In  the  LYMPHATIC  GLANDS  of  the  mesentery  processes  occur  which 
are  quite  parallel  to  those  in  the  follicles  of  the  intestine.  The  glands 
enlarge,  and  present  on  section  a  red  injected  appearance  and  soft  con- 
sistence. There  may  be  necrosis  here  also,  giving  rise  to  an  opaque 
greyish  condition  in  the  midst  of  the  gland.  When  recovery  takes 
place  the  glands  return  to  the  normal,  and  the  sloughs  are  usually 
absorbed,  although  they  may  become  caseous  and  subsequently  cal- 
careous. 

It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  the  spleen  is  enlarged,  and  there  is 
here  more  than  in  typhus  fever  a  swelhng  of  the  Malpighian  follicles, 
which  are  lymphatic  in  structure,  and  so  the  spleen  is  firmer  and  paler 
on  section. 

TUBEECULOSIS  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  this  condition  is  secondary  to  pulmon- 
ary phthisis,  and  it  occurs  in  about  three-fourths  of  the  cases  of  that 
disease  examined  after  death.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  it  ever 
occurs  as  a  primary  disease.  AVe  have  already  seen  that  tubercular 
ulceration  is  very  common  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bronchial 
tubes  in  connection  with  pulmonary  cavities,  and  that  it  is  also  frequent 
in  the  tracheal  and  laryngeal  mucous  membranes.  The  tubercular 
lesions  are  doubtless  due  to  the  direct  action  of  the  virus  carried  from 
the  lungs.  The  tubercular  disease  in  the  intestine  is  to  be  accounted 
for  by  the  sputa  being  partly  swallowed,  and  the  virus  applying  itself  to 

the  intestine  directly. 

The  virus  here  attacks  the  same  structures  as  in  typhoid  fever, 
namely  the  closed  follicles  and  Peyer's  patches,  and  at  first  it  produces 
a  change  of  a  somewhat  similar  kind.  There  is  an  enlargement  of  the 
closed  foUicles  by  reason  of  a  great  new-formation  of  cells  which  infil- 
trate the  neighbouring  mucous  membrane  as  well  as  the  follicles.  Ihis 
primary  enlargement  is,  however,  much  less  uniform  than  m  typhoid 
fever  On  the  whole,  it  is  greatest  towards  the  lower  part  of  the  ileum, 
but  it  presents  great  irregularities.  Even  on  the  Peyer's  patch  it 
generally  affects  a  few  closed  foUicles,  and  not  the  whole,  so  that  there 
are  rounded  prominences  dotted  over  the  patch.  Moreover,  it  is.no 
simply  an  inflammatory  infiltration  which  occurs  ;  there  are  tubercles 
present  of  characteristic  structure. 
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The  enlarged  follicles  undergo  caseous  necrosis,  so  that  very  soon 
they  are  seen  to  have  an  ojiaque  yellow  kernel,  while  the  epithelium 
still  covers  them.  In  the  next  place  softening  occurs,  and  the  caseous 
mass  is  discharged,  leaving  an  ulcer.  The  ulcer  is  crater-shaped  with 
over-hanging  edges,  which  are  infiltrated  with  leucocytes  and  contain 
mihary  tubercles  (see  Figs.  249  and  260).   There  may  be  at  first  several 


Fig.  249.— Tubercular  ulcer  of  the  intestine.  Naked  eye  appear- 
ance.   The  swollen  overhanging  edges  are  indicated. 


such  ulcers  on  a  Peyer's  patch,  and  other  solitary  ones  in  other  parts. 
They  extend  by  fresh  infiltration  of  the  neighbourhood  and  fresh 
necrosis,  while  at  the  same  time  mihary  tubercles  are  visible  in  the 
midst  of  the  inflammatory  infiltration.'  The  infiltration  very  commonly 
involves  the  muscular  coat,  and  even  the  serous  (see  Fig.  250),  but  the 
ulcer  rarely  extends  in  depth  beyond  the  mucous  and  submucous  coats. 
On  the  other  hand  tubercles  are  often  to  be  seen  almost  fy ee  of  inflam- 
matory infiltration  at  a  distance  from  the  ulcers  in  the  midst  of  the 
muscular  coat,  or  even  outside  it  and  in  the  peritoneum. 

The  ulcer  extends  much  more  laterally  than  deeply,  involving  ever 
increasing  portions  of  the  mucous  membrane.  In  its  extension  it  does 
not;  m  the  least  respect  the  boundaries  of  the  Peyer's  patches  or  soHtary 
foUicles,  but  extends  beyond  them,  generally  advancing  more  across  the 
gut  than  longitudinally.  In  this  way  ulcers  are,  not  infrequently,  much 
elongated  m  a  direction  transverse  to  the  intestine,  and  may  even  form 
a  nng  around  it.  As  they  begin  largely  in  the  Peyer's  patches,  the 
ulcers  have  usually  their  centres  at  the  part  of  the  gut  opposite  the 
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mesenteric  attachment,  the  patches  having  their  seats  along  this  free 
portion. 


Fig.  250.— Section  of  a  small  tuhercular  ulcer.  In  the  middle  there  i.s  a  crater-shaped  ulcer  (a) 
with  overhanging  edges.  The  mucous  membrane  around  is  infiltrated  with  round  cells  in  tint 
midst  of  which  a  few  tubercles  are  indicated.  Beneath  the  ulcer  the  muscular  coat  is  infiltrated. 
At  d  there  is  a  small  sub-serous  tubercle,    x  16. 

The  position  of  the  ulcers  is  often  indicated  before  opening  the  in- 
testine by  the  appearance  of  the  peritoneal  surface.  If  the  ulcer  be  of 
any  considerable  size  there  is  some  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum, 
evidenced  by  redness  and,  very  often,  elongated  projections  of  vascular 
connective  tissue.  But  above  all  we  can  generally  see  in  the  peritoneum 
groups  of  httle  white  nodules,  which  are  tubercles  in  or  under  the  serous 
coat.  The  existence  of  these  tubercles  is  sometimes  even  useful  in  de- 
termining whether  an  ulcer  is  a  tubercular  one  or  not.  It  is  very  rare 
indeed  that  the  ulcer  penetrates  through  the  peritoneal  coat,  and  if  it 
does,  it  is  usually  protected  by  adhesion  to  neighbouring  loops  of 
intestine. 

As  a  general  rule  the  tubercular  ulceration  is  most  marked  in  the 
ileum,  but  not  infrequently  the  colon  is  attacked,  and  there  may  bo 
ulcers  of  very  large  size  there. 

The  process  is  for  the  most  part  a  chronic  one,  and  the  ulcers  advance 
slowly.  Sometimes,  however,  and  usually  in  connection  with  acute 
phthisis,  there  is  a  rapid  swelhng  of  the  folhcles,  and  ulceration  occurs 
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by  softening,  without  preliminary  caseous  necrosis.  In  these  cases  per- 
foration is  much  more  liable  to  occur. 


TUMOUES  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

Cancer. — This  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  and  important  form  of 
tumour.  Cancers  are  almost  confined  to  the  large  intestine  ;  we  have 
already  connected  this  with  the  fact  that  this  portion  is  most  exposed  to 
the  irritation  of  the  stagnant  faeces.  This  is  the  more  evident  as  the 
most  frequent  localities  are  the  rectum,  the  flexures,  and  the  c^cum. 
At  the  same  time  cancers  are  not  unknown  in  the  small  intestine. 

The  commonest  form  of  cancer  is  a  very  chronic  epithelioma  with 
gland-like  masses  of  cylinder  cells  (Fig.  2.51).    The  tumour  is  very  fre- 


Fig.  251.—Cylinder-ceUed  epitheUoma  of  rectum.    There  are  eland-like 
cyHntoca^""^  epithelium,  which  at  the  peripheryis  charactfristicSIy 

quently  ring-shaped,  and  as  ulceration  readily  occurs,  there  may  be  little 
more  than  an  ulcer  with  infiltrated  edges.  Even  the  infiltration  of  the 
edges  may  be  very  slight,  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  be  sure  that  the  dis- 
ease 13  cancerous.  The  ulceration  is  accompanied  by  new-formation  of 
connective  tissue  in  all  the  coats  of  the  intestine,  and  while  adhesion 
occurs  to  parts  around,  there  is  great  contraction  of  the  intestine  In 
this  way  stnctures  arise,  and  the  occlusion  of  the  calibre  may  be 
increased  by  the  mucous  membrane  at  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  bein^ 
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thrown  into  folds.  In  fact,  if  we  except  hernias,  this  is  probably  the 
most  frequent  cause  of  intestinal  obstruction. 

It  has  been  already  noted  that  the  proper  cancerous  structure  is 
often  to  a  large  extent  destroyed  Ijy  ulceration,  but  at  the  edges  we  may 
distinguish  masses  of  epithelial  cells  with  a  glandular  arrangement.  In 
the  adhesions  around  the  aflected  part  of  the  intestine  enlarged  glands 
may  be  found  with  cancerous  tissue. 

Next  to  the  epithelial  the  most  common  is  colloid  cancer.  This 
forms  a  much  more  prominent  tumour  which  may  involve  a  consider- 
able length  of  the  gut,  and  incorporate  the  entire  coats.  This  form 
may  produce  obstruction  by  its  mere  bulk,  although  it  also  is  hable  to 
ulceration,  and  the  consequent  contraction  of  the  gut  added  to  the  bulk 
of  the  tumour  frequently  effect  obstruction.  It  does  not  so  readily 
affect  the  lymphatic  glands,  but  more  usually  extends  through  the  wall 
into  the  peritoneum. 

Soft  cancer  is  much  less  common  here  than  in  the  stomach,  and  it 
resembles  the  same  form  of  tumour  there.  It  extends  to  the  lymphatic 
glands  and  frequently  also  to  the  liver. 

The  remaining  tumours  of  the  intestine  are  of  little  importance. 
Fibromas,  lipomas,  myomas  and  sarcomas  occur,  and  they  are  all 
apt  to  pass  into  the  interior  of  the  intestine  and  assume  the  form  of 
submucous  polypi.  It  is  said  that  these  polypi  by  being  dragged  on 
in  the  peristaltic  movements  of  the  intestine  may  produce  invagination. 
Mucous  POLYPI  are  also  to  be  mentioned  as  occurring,  especially  in  the 
rectum  in  catarrh. 

OBSTRUCTION  TO  THE  CALIBRE  OF  THE  INTESTINE. 

This  condition  has  been  incidentally  mentioned  as  occasioned  by 
several  of  the  lesions  already  described.  It  may  be  well  here  to  sum  up 
the  various  forms  of  intestinal  obstruction  and  to  describe  the  effects 
produced  when  the  calibre  of  the  intestine  is  interrupted. 

Next  to  hernia,  the  most  frequent  cause  of  obstruction  is  the  contrac- 
tion of  cicatrices  resulting  from  ulceration,  and  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases  the  ulcers  are  malignant,  that  is  to  say,  they  arise  by  the  break- 
ing down  of  cancers.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  contractions  of 
the  calibre  such  as  these  the  direct  cause  of  the  final  obstruction  may 
be  the  folding  of  the  mucous  membrane  above  the  stricture,  tliis  acting 
like  a  valve  to  the  narrowed  part.  Tumours  also  obstruct  sometimes 
by  their  bulk.    Similarly  gall  stones,  masses  of  faeces,  collections  of 
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round  worms  may  occlude  the  calibre.    Invagination  -  ^he  co.^^^^^^^^^^ 
cause  in  children.    There  is  also  twisting  or  torsion    Las%,  ^^^^^^^^ 
obstruction  by  incarceration,  the  intestine  passing  into  a  position  where 

a  looTi^^^^^^^^^^  vTtT; 

t  exl  W  this  kind,  but  there  are  a  number  of  ca-  -  w^^^^^ 
intestine  shps  under  a  bridge  or  ligament  and  gets,  as  it  were,  pinioned 

^^"tTie  of  obstruction  occurs  so  obviously  to  the  mind  that  its 
frequency  is  apt  to  be  thought  much  greater  than  it  is.    In  rea  ity  it 
forms  a  small  proportion  of  the  entire  cases.    The  abnormal  band  may 
be  formed  by  the  adhesion  of  structures  to  various  parts  of  the  ab- 
domen so  as  to  form  bridges.  Thus  the  vermiform  appendage  may  adhere 
by  its  tip  and  form  a  bridge ;  or  a  Meckel's  diverticulum  may  similarly 
adhere ;  or  the  omentum  may  be  tied  down  in  such  a  way  as  to  form 
a  narrow  bridle.    But  sometimes  the  band  is  itself  distmctly  of  new 
formation  ;  there  has  been  a  local  peritonitis,  and  two  opposing  surfaces 
have  become  adherent  in  the  usual  way  of  inflammatory  adhesion,  by 
vascular  connective  tissue ;  by  the  movements  of  the  intestine  the 
connective  tissue  has  been  dragged  upon  and  elongated  till  it  forms 
a  band  or  ligament,  which   may  afterwards   tie   down  a  loop  ot 

intestine.  i  .  i  i 

A  very  unusual  form  of  incarceration  is  that  in  which  there  is  an 
APERTURE  IN  THE  MESENTERY  through  which  the  intestine  passes. 
This  may  be  produced  by  a  tear  in  the  mesentery.  But  in  a  case 
observed  by  the  author,  there  was  a  large  round  gap  about  5  inches 
in  diameter  with  rounded  edges,  and  obviously  of  long  standing,  per- 
haps congenital.  The  greater  part  of  the  small  intestine  had  become 
impacted  in  a  complicated  fashion  into  the  aperture,  and  obstruction 
had  finally  resulted. 

When  obstruction  occurs  the  intestinal*  contents  accumulate  in  the 
parts  of  the  intestine  above.  The  bowel  may  be  greatly  distended  and 
its  muscular  tissue  paralysed  by  the  internal  pressure ;  the  stagnating 
f»ces  decompose,^  and  the  contents  of  the  small  intestine  may  acquire 
the  characters  of  those  of  the  large.  This  decomposition  of  the  intes- 
tinal contents  leads  to  several  important  results.  In  the  first  place 
there  may  be  great  formation  of  gas  which  still  further  distends  and 
may  produce  the  condition  of  exaggerated  inflation  called  METEORISM. 
Then  a  return  of  the  faeces  in  the  reverse  direction  may  occur,  and  if 
the  decomposition  is  sufficiently  advanced  there  may  be  a  vomiting  of 
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matter  having  the  characters  of  fseces.  This  alarming  phenomenon  of 
STERCORACEOUS  VOMITING  is  Sometimes  referred  to  the  reverse  current 
extending  from  the  colon.  We  can  hardly  suppose,  however,  that  the 
fasces  are  able  to  pass  the  ileo-csecal  valve,  and  for  the  most  part  the 
vomited  matters  are  really  the  stagnant  contents  of  the  small  intestine 
which  have  undergone  the  faecal  decomposition.  Of  course  there  is  a 
reverse  current,  else  the  intestinal  contents  would  not  reach  the 
stomach.  But  this  does  not  necessarily  imply  a  vermicular  movement 
in  the  reverse  direction.  If  the  intestine  is  distended,  and  is  interrupted 
at  a  particular  point,  then  the  vermicular  movement  in  the  usual 
direction  will  carry  the  external  layer  of  contents  downwards  to  the 
point  of  obstruction.  But  in  order  to  accommodate  this  fresh  arrival 
there  must  be  a  return  current  upwards  in  the  centre  of  the  tube. 
There  is  a  similar  condition  to  what  exists  normally  in  the  stomach 
where  the  contents  are  carried  to  the  pylorus,  and  meeting  the  obstruct- 
ing sphincter  return  for  the  most  part  down  the  centre  of  the  cavity 
towards  the  fundus. 

Again,  the  products  of  decomposition  may  be  absorbed  to  an  abnor- 
mal extent  and  appear  in  the  urine.  There  are  two  substances  result- 
ing from  the  decomposition  of  albuminous  substances  which  are  nor- 
mally present  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  urine,  namely,  indican  and 
CARBOLIC  ACID.  In  cases  of  obstruction  these  substances,  or  one  of 
them,  are  increased  in  quantity  sometimes  to  a  very  striking  extent. 
This  increase  does  not  occur  unless  the  stagnation  extends  to  the  small 
intestine  where  the  albuminoids  are  present.  It  does  not  occur  there- 
fore  in  ordinary  constipation  which  affects  the  large  intestine  alone, 
apparently  because  the  albuminoids  are  absorbed  before  they  reach  the 
large  intestine. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER,  PANCREAS,  AND 
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A.— THE  LIVER. 

INTRODUCTORY.— The  liver  is  the  largest  gland  in  the  body,  its 
weight  being  on  an  average  from  48  to  58  ounces  in  the  adult 
male  and  40  to  50  ounces  in  the  female.  From  this  alone  it  may  be 
inferred  that  its  diseases  are  of  great  importance. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  functions  of  the  liver  we  are  met 
with  serious  difficulties  from  the  pathological  point  of  view.  Diseases 
may  largely  destroy  or  render  inactive  the  proper  parenchyma  without 
seriously  interfering  with  the  general  health  of  the  patient  unless,  by 
interfering  with  the  blood-vessels  in  the  liver,  they  produce  secondary 
effects  in  the  portal  circulation.  Even  the  suspension  of  the  biliary 
secretion  may  be  without  serious  effect  on  the  nutrition  of  the  body. 
In  considering  the  subject  of  diabetes  mellitus  (p.  64)  the  glycogenic 
function  of  the  liver  has  been  sufficiently  referred  to,  and  it  only  remains 
to  be  said  here  that,  practically,  nothing  is  known  of  the  influence  on 
this  function  of  lesions  which  destroy  the  liver  tissue.  The  influence 
may  be  very  great  and  important,  but  no  facts  are  known  in  regard  to 
it.  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  however,  that  the  liver  is  unimportant  to 
the  organism,  but  merely  that  the  organism  seems  to  have  a  remarkable 
power  of  compensation  when  its  tissue  is  diseased. 

In  considering  the  diseases  of  the  liver  the  arrangements  of  the  cir- 
culation must  be  borne  in  mind.  It  is  well  known  that  most  of  the 
blood  comes  to  the  liver  by  the  portal  vein,  and  the  proper  hepatic 
tissue  is  arranged  in  relation  to  the  ultimate  ramifications  of  that  vessel. 
The  interlobular  veins  form  these  ultimate  ramifications,  and  these  are 
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in  iminediato  connection  with  the  hepatic  lobules.  The  hepatic  lobule 
a  group  of  hepatic  cells  with  blood-vessels,  having  in  man  a  poly- 
gonal or  somewhat  globular  shape ;  it  measures  about  the  twentieth  of 
an  inch  in  diameter.  The  interlobular  vein  lying  outside  the  lobule 
sends  multitudinous  capillaries  into  it,  and  these  seeking  the  centre  of 
the  lobule  open  into  the  central  or  intralobular  vein  which  is  the  radicle 
Of  the  hepatic  vein.  Blood  is  also  brought  to  the  hver  by  the  hepatic 
artery  which  supplies  the  connective  tissue  and  walls  of  the  blood- 
vessels chiefly.  Its  capillaries  terminate  in  veins  which  open  into  the 
interlobular  veins  (according  to  Cohnheim  and  Litten),  so  that  this 
blood  also  finds  its  way  into  the  hepatic  capillaries  and  on  into  the 
hepatic  vein. 

The  connective  tissue  of  the  liver  is  often  described  as  if  it  formed 
a  special  covering  to  the  portal  vein,  being  called  Glisson's  capsule.  It 
really  forms  a  supporting  stroma  which  holds  the  portal  vein,  the  hep- 
atic artery,  and  the  hepatic  duct,  which  all  lie  side  by  side.  The 
lymphatic  channels  are  also  contained  in  it.  In  some  animals  the  con- 
nective tissue  surrounds  each  lobule  and  defines  it  distinctly  from  its 
neighbour,  but  in  man  it  stops  short  at  the  interiobular  vein,  and  except 
where  this  vein  is,  the  lobules  at  their  margins  merge  into  each  other, 
and  their  capillaries  are  in  common.  Examination  of  Fig.  254,  in 
which  the  lobules  are  demarcated  by  fatty  infiltration,  will  show  how 
they  run  into  one  another  at  their  peripheries.  Although  no  pro- 
per fibrillated  connective  tissue  is  present  inside  the  lobules,  yet  a  fine 
reticulum  accompanies  and  suj^ports  the  capillaries. 

The  lobules  are  large  enough  to  be  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  yet 
unless  there  is  some  abnormal  condition  present,  they  are  not  indi- 
vidually distinguishable.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  they  which  give 
the  liver  when  torn  that  granular  appearance  with  which  we  are 
familiar. 

It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  circulation  in  the  portal  vein, 
and  especially  in  the  capillaries  of  the  hver,  must  be  unusually 
slow.  The  blood  before  it  reaches  the  liver  has  passed  through  one  set 
of  capillaries,  and  here  it  passes  through  a  second  set ;  it  has  therefore 
lost  very  largely  the  force  derived  from  the  contraction  of  the  heart. 
It  is  probably  for  this  reason  that  the  liver  is  so  very  frequently  the 
seat  of  secondary  diseases,  such  as  tuberculosis,  abscesses,  cancers,  etc. 
We  may  suppose  that  as  the  blood  moves  so  slowly  there  will  be  time 
for  any  infective  material  to  settle  down  and  produce  its  sjsecial  effects. 
We  know  that  when  vermilHon  is  injected  into  the  blood  it  is  found 
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largely  in  the  capillaries  of  the  liver.    Similarly  the  abnormal  pigment 
present  in  the  blood  in  melan^mia  is  found  largely  m  these  capillaries. 

MALFOEMATIONS  AND  DEFORMITIES  OF  THE  LIVEE. 
Congenital  malformations  of  the  liver  are  not  common.  There  _  are 
cases  of^absence  of  the  liver,  and  of  defect  of  one  of  the  lobes,  or  irre- 
gularity in  the  lobes.  What  may  be  called  supernumerary  livers  have 
also  been  found  in  the  form  of  isolated  pieces  of  Hver  tissue  m  the 
suspensory  Hgament.  Of  more  importance  is  congenital  absence  ot 
the  gall  bladder,  along  with  which  there  is  usually  a  dilatation  of  the 
bile  ducts. 

The  liver  is  sometimes  transposed  along  with  a  general  trans- 
position of  the  viscera.  In  a  case  recorded  by  Fraser,  there  was  not 
only  a  transposition  but  an  occasional  DISLOCATION  of  the  liver,  which 
came  down  into  the  left  inguinal  region. 

An  ACQUIRED  DEFORMITY  is  very  frequently  met  with  in  females, 
and  is  to  be  associated  with  the  method  in  which  the  clothes  are 
worn.    This  deformity  is  usually  stated  to  be  due  to  tight  lacing, 
but  although  doubtless  greatly  aggravated  by  this,  it  is  also  induced  by 
the  ordinary  methods  of  suspending  the  garments  used  by  females. 
These  are  held  up  by  being  drawn  tight  at  the  waist  above  the  crest 
of  the  ilium,  the  projection  of  this  bone  preventing  them  slipping 
down.    By  this  tight  band,  often  of  considerable  breadth,  the  ab- 
dominal organs  are  compressed  and  the  lower  ribs  are  held  down  and 
pressed  inwards.    This  is  greatly  aggravated  by  the  wearing  of  stays, 
even  although  they  be  not  tightly  laced,  as  by  them  the  lower  ribs  are 
kept  compressed  inwards.    The  effect  on  the  liver  is  that  it  is  greatly 
flattened,  while  a  transverse  shallow  depression  forms  along  the  upper 
surface,  affecting  chiefly  the  right  lobe.    In  this  groove  the  capsule  is 
thickened,  and  there  is  obviously  considerable  loss  of  liver  tissue. 
Sometimes  the  atrophy  along  this  groove  is  such  that  the  liver  is  as  it 
were  divided  by  it,  and  the  two  portions  can  be  folded  together.  With 
the  flattening  there  is  great  displacement  of  the  liver,  whose  lower  edge 
may  extend  as  far  down  as  the  umbilicus.    More  or  less  of  this  defor- 
rhity  is  to  be  found  in  nearly  all  female  bodies,  and  is  even  found  in  the 
bodies  of  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  wearing  tight  belts  round 
their  waists. 

Sometimes  the  upper  surface  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  presents 
elongated  depressions  passing  from  behind  forwards,  which  are  really 
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FOLDS  OF  THE  LIVER,  and  are  produced  chiefly  when  there  is  some 
obstruction  to  expiration.  In  that  case  the  diaphragm  is  depressed 
by  the  dilated  hing,  and  at  the  same  time  the  lower  ribs  are  drawn 
down  in  violent  expiratory  movements  by  the  abdominal  muscles,  an*l 
pressed  against  the  liver,  which  is  supported  below  by  the  contraction 
of  the  abdominal  muscles. 


The  liver  is  very  liable  to  CHANGES  OF  POSITION.  Tumours  or 
fluid  in  the  abdomen  carry  it  upwards.  Depressions  of  the  diaphragm 
press  it  downwards.  The  suspensory  ligament  may  be  elongated  so 
that  the  organ  is  unduly  movable,  and  may  undergo  displacement 
downwards. 


PASSIVE  HYPER^^MIA  OF  THE  LIVER. 

The  names  nutmeg  liver  and  red  atrophy  are  sometimes  given 
in  cases  of  prolonged  passive  hyperaemia,  these  names  indicating  certain 
appearances  presented  by  the  tissue,  and  to  be  referred  to  afterwards. 
Passive  hyperaemia  occurs  when  any  obstruction  exists  in  the  circu- 
lation of  such  a  nature  as  to  interfere  with  the  return  of  blood 
from  the  inferior  vena  cava  to  the  right  side  of  the  heart.  The  com- 
monest cause  is  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  especially  mitral  disease, 
but  it  also  results  from  obstruction  to  the  pulmonary  circulation  as  in 
bronchitis  and  emphysema,  etc.  In  these  cases  there  is  a  general 
engorgement  of  the  systemic  venous  circulation,  with  increase  of  blood 
pressure  in  the  veins.  We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  capillaries  of 
the  liver,  and  consequently  in  the  hepatic  veins,  the  normal  circulation 
is  unusually  slow,  and  the  blood-pressure  low.  Any  increase  in  the 
blood-pressure  in  the  general  venous  circulation  will,  consequently,  tell 
particularly  on  the  vessels  of  the  liver,  and  we  may  even  suppose  that 
the  blood  passing  up  the  inferior  cava  may  in  such  cases  regurgitate 

into  the  hepatic  vein. 

The  result  of  this  is  a  very  great  distension  of  the  hepatic  veni  and 
its  radicles— the  central  or  intralobular  veins.  The  distension  extends 
to  the  capillaries,  which,  as  in  Fig.  252,  are  sometimes  found  enormously 
dilated  The  dilated  capillaries  by  pressure  cause  atrophy  of  the 
hepatic  CELLS,  and  it  often  happens  that  the  central  parts  of  the 
lobules  are  entirely  occupied  by  enormously  dilated  capdlaries,  while 
the  hepatic  cells  are  hardly  visible  (see  figure).  The  remams  of  the 
hepatic  cells  frequently  contain  brown  pigment  granules.    The  atrophy 
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of  the  hepatic  cells  in  these  regions  may  be  complete,  only  a  few  pig-^ 
ment  masses  representing  them. 

Sometimes  in  addition  to  these  changes  there  is  a  hypertrophy  of  the 
connective  tissue  surrounding  the  lobules,  but  this  is  usually  mcon- 


Fig.  252. — Passive  hyperasmia  of  the  liver.  One  lobule  and  parts  of  other  two  are  shown. 
In  the  central  parts  of  the  lobules  there  is  almost  nothing  but  dilated  capillai-ies  contain- 
in;,'  blood-coii:mscles  only  ;  a  few  atrophied  and  pigmented  hepatic  cells  being  visible. 
At  the  periijheral  parts  of  the  lobules  the  hepatic  cells  are  seen,  many  of  them  pig- 
mented.   X  90. 

siderable,  and  it  is  a  mistaken  view  that  a  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  arises 
out  of  passive  hypersemia. 

The  naked-eye  appearances  may  be  directly  connected  with  these 
minute  changes.  At  first  there  is  a  general  enlargement  of  the  organ, 
which,  on  section,  appears  unduly  red.  On  closer  examination  it  is 
se6n  that  there  are  minute  areas  of  a  deep  red  colour  corresponding 
with  the  central  parts  of  the  lobules,  and  these  are  surrounded  by  zones 
of  a  grey  or  yellowish  colour.  The  result  is  that  the  lobules  are,  as  it 
were,  mapped  out  by  these  contrasting  colours,  and  are  for  the  most 
part  individually  visible  to  the  naked  eye.    Sometimes  several  adjacent 
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lobules  are  almost  completely  occupied  by  dilated  vessels,  and  there  is  a 
narrower  ring  of  normal  tissue  around  each,  so  that  the  part  of  the 
liver  as  a  whole  has  an  almost  cavernous  structure  and  presents  a  deeper 
red  colour  on  section.  It  is  these  variations  in  colour  and  figuring  which 
give  the  cut  surface  the  appearance  of  the  section  of  a  nutmeg. 

In  parts  where  there  has  been  great  loss  of  the  proper  tissue,  the 
liver  may  appear  to  the  naked  eye  after  death  partially  atrophied.  During 
life  the  dilated  veins  and  capillaries  are  distended  with  blood,  but  aftei 
death,  the  blood-pressure  being  removed,  these  may,  to  some  extent, 
collapse.  In  this  way  the  surface  has  sometimes  an  irregular  appearance, 
which  may  be  mistaken  for  that  of  cirrhosis,  but  it  will  be  noticed  that 
the  depressed  or  atrophied  parts  have  a  deep  red  colour. 

THKOMBOSIS  AND  EMBOLISM  IN  THE  LIVER. 

Thrombosis  of  the  portal  vein  is  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence, 
especially  as  a  result  of  cirrhosis.  It  also  occurs  sometimes  by  propaga- 
tion of  a  thrombosis  from  the  radicles  of  the  vein,  or  by  embohsm  from 
them.  The  embolus  may  be  a  septic  one,  and  there  -will  be  a  phlebitis 
with  the  thrombosis.  The  coagulum  in  the  vein  if  not  of  a  septic  char- 
acter leads  to  a  chronic  inflammation  with  adhesion  in  its  neighbourhood. 
The  consequences  to  the  liver  itself,  even  of  complete  closure  of  the 
portal  vein,  are  not  so  important  as  might  be  looked  for.  It  is  stated 
by  some  that  it  may  lead  to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  but  there  is  no  proper 
foundation  for  this  statement,  and  cirrhosis  is  much  more  frequent]}- 
the  cause  than  the  result  of  thrombosis.  It  has  also  been  asserted 
that  diabetes  mellitus  may  occur  as  a  result  of  thrombosis  of  the  portal 
vein.  The  consequences  outside  the  liver  are  much  more  important. 
There  is  dilatation  of  the  radicles  of  the  portal  vein  in  the  abdominal 
viscera,  with  ascites,  which  is  generally  very  extreme.  The  results  in 
this  regard  are  essentially  similar  to  those  which  occur  in  cirrhosis, 
and  are  referred  to  more  particularly  below,  under  that  heading. 

Thrombosis  and  embolism  of  the  hepatic  artery  are  not  of  consequence 
unless  the  plug  be  of  a  septic  nature.  The  hepatic  artery  is  not  an  end- 
artery,  and  if  some  of  its  branches  be  obstructed  the  anastomosing  com- 
municltions  restore  the  circulation.  If  the  main  branch  of  the  artery- 
be  obstructed  then  we  may  have  necrosis  of  the  Hver,  but  such  an 
obstruction  is  scarcely  liable  to  occur  in  man,  and  its  effects  have  onl}' 
been  studied  in  experiments  in  animals. 
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HYPEETROPHY  OF  THE  LIVER. 

men  considerable  portions  of  the  Hver  are  destroyed,  there  is  liable 
to  be  a  COMPENSATORY  HYPERTROPHY  of  remaining  parts.  The  loss  of 
liver  substance  may  be  congenital,  as  in  a  case  observed  by  the  author 
in  which,  probably  from  some  injury  early  in  foetal  life,  the  right  kidney 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  right  lobe  of  the  liver  were  awantmg.  In 
that  case  the  left  lobe  was  greatly  increased  in  size,  and  the  liver  as  a 
whole  was  of  the  normal  weight.  There  may  be  a  similar  compensatory 
hypertrophy  from  destruction  of  liver  tissue  in  after-life.  The  destruc- 
tion may  be  by  pressure  of  hydatid  cysts,  syphilitic  gummata,  and 
cicatrices,  or  even  by  cirrhosis.  The  region  of  the  atrophy  will  deter- 
mine that  of  the  hypertrophy,  but  sometimes  the  left  lobe  or  the  lobus 
Spigehi  undergoes  great  enlargement. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  Hver  has  been  described  as  occurring  in  DIABETES. 
Undoubtedly  the  liver  is  frequently  enlarged  in  this  disease.  Some  of 
the  enlargement  is  due  to  hyperaemia,  and  some  to  swelling  of  the 
hepatic  cells.  This  latter  is  probably  a  true  hypertrophy  of  the  liver 
tissue. 


RETROGRADE  CHANGES  IN  THE  LIVER. 

Atrophy  of  the  Liver. — We  have  already  referred  to  the  atrophy 
which  occurs  in  passive  hypersemia.  In  the  preceding  section  also  we 
have  seen  that  pressure,  as  by  a  hydatid  cyst,  produces  atrophy.  In 
old  persons  we  meet  with  a  senile  atrophy,  the  organ  as  a  whole  being 
reduced  in  size,  and  more  deeply  coloured  than  normal. 

Parenchymatous  Infiltration  of  the  liver  occurs,  as  we  have 
previously  seen,  in  connection  with  many  acute  diseases.  It  is  this 
which  causes  the  enlargement  of  the  liver  in  the  acute  fevers,  pneumonia, 
erysipelas,  etc.  The  hepatic  cells  are  highly  granular,  and  if  the  albu- 
minous granules  be  destroyed  by  liquor  potassae  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  are  numerous  fine  fat  granules,  the  cloudy  swelling  passing  into 
fatty  degeneration. 

Fatty  Degeneration  is  not  common  except  as  a  further  stage  of 
the  condition  just  mentioned,  and  as  occurring  in  acute  yellow  atrophy 
to  be  presently  described. 
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Fatty  Infiltration  was  referred  to  in  a  former  part  of  this  work, 
and  its  pathology  considered  (see  p.  121).  In  this  place  we  have  to 
consider  the  locality  of  the  fat  and  the  changes  it  effects. 

In  the  normal  liver  there  is  very  little  free  fat  in  the  hepatic  cells. 
In  fatty  infiltration  fat  is  brought  in  quantity  by  the  portal  vessels  and 
deposited  in  the  hepatic  cells.  It  is  first  deposited  in  those  nearest  the 
terminals  of  the  portal  vein,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  peripheral  parts  of  the 
lobules  (see  Fig.  253),  so  that  at  first  each  lobule  has  a  peripheral  zone  of 


Fig.  253  —Fatty  infiltration  of  the  liver,  osniic  acid  preparation  as  seen  with  a  verj- 
low  power.  The  peripheral  parts  of  the  lobules  are  demarcated  by  the  fatty  infiltra- 
tion. xi6. 

fatty  infiltration.  This  is  still  more  strikingly  seen  when  a  microscopic 
section  is  treated  with  osmic  acid.  The  fatty  peripheral  parts  become 
of  a  blackish  colour,  and  the  section  assumes  a  very  striking  figured 
appearance  as  shown  in  the  figure.  As  the  condition  advances,  more  and 
more  of  the  lobule  is  affected,  and  the  infiltration  may  overtake  its 
whole  extent.  Even  in  extreme  cases,  however,  it  usually  preponderates 
at  the  peripheral  parts.  The  fat  is  present  in  larger  and  smaller  drops 
inside  the  hepatic  cells,  but  the  tendency  is  for  the  drops  to  assume  "a 
considerable  size  (as  in  Fig.  254).  The  protoplasm  of  the  cells  is  pushed 
aside  by  the  fat,  but  probably  its  function  is  not  greatly  interfered  with. 
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The  fatty  liver  presents  usually  distinct  appearances  to  the  naked 
eye.  According  to  the  extent  of  the  infiltration  is  the  organ  increased 
in  weight,  but  in  extreme  cases  it 
may  be  double  the  normal.  The 
enlargement  is  general,  the  thickness 
especially  being  much  increased.  The 
consistence  is  unduly  soft,  and  the 
colour  a  more  or  less  opaque  yellow. 
If  the  infiltration  be  not  extreme,  so 

that  the  whole  lobule  is  not  infiltrat-      Fig.  254.-Fatty  infiltration  of  liver.  The 

cells  are  isolated,  and  they  contain  larger  and 

ed,  then  "vvith  the  naked  eye  we  can  smaller  drops  of  on.  x  350. 
see  on  the  cut  surface  the  indications  of  its  presence.  The  lobules  are, 
in  fact,  mapped  out  in  the  most  characteristic  figured  manner,  so  that, 
on  looking  closely,  we  can  distinguish  each  with  perfect  accuracy.  The 
appearance  presents  a  considerable  resemblance  to  that  of  the  nutmeg" 
liver,  where  also  the  lobules  are  mapped  out ;  but  in  the  fatty  liver  it 
is  by  unduly  pale  tissue  at  the  peripheral  parts  of  the  lobules,  which 
contrasts  with  the  normal  central  parts  ;  while  in  the  other  case  it  is 
the  normal  which  is  at  the  periphery,  and  it  contrasts  with  the  red 
central  parts,  and  the  whole  cut  surface  is  unduly  red. 


Amyloid  degeneration  of  the  liver  has  already  been  considered  in 
its  general  aspects  (see  p.  131).  The  degeneration  appears  first  in  the 
arteries  and  capillaries,  the  appearance  in  the  latter  being  as  if,  at  inter- 
vals, the  wall  were  swelled  up  by  a  translucent  material.  In  these 
earlier  stages  there  is  no  difficulty  in  making  out  that  inside  the  lobules 
it  is  the  capillaries  which  are  affected.  The  general  arrangement  of  the 
capillaries  is  beautifully  shown  by  the  rose-pink  colour  of  the  amyloid 
ones  in  a  section  stained  with  methyl  violet,  the  appearance  being  almost 
that  of  an  injected  specimen.  Even  in  the  earlier  periods  considerable 
atrophy  of  the  hepatic  cells  can  be  observed  as  a  result  of  pressure  from 
the  swollen  capillaries,  and  the  atrophic  cells  frequently  contain  fat.  In 
advanced  stages,  however,  the  cells  are  very  greatly  destroyed,  so  that 
the  liver  tissue  is  replaced  by  amyloid  substance. 

It  IS  remarkable  that  with  this  great  loss  of  the  secreting  substance 
there  is  actual  increase  in  size  and  weight  of  the  liver.  It  is  not  un- 
common to  find  the  Hver  weighing  two  or  three  times  the  normal.  The 
increase  in  size  is  not  proportionate  to  that  in  weight,  as  the  amyloid 
substance  is  of  greater  density  than  the  liver  tissue.  The  edges  of 
the  organ  are  rounded  and  its  consistence  elastic  and  resistant.  The 
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surface,  and  especially  the  cut  surface,  present  a  peculiar  translucent 
waxy  appearance,  which  in  advanced  stages  is  highly  characteristic. 

We  have  already  seen  that  amyloid  degeneration  of  the  liver  is  part 
of  a  general  condition,  and  that  it  is  associated  with  a  similar  condition 
in  other  organs,  especially  the  spleen,  kidneys,  and  intestine.  We  also 
know  that  the  amyloid  disease  is  very  often  the  result  of  a  chronic 
tuberculosis,  and  it  not  infrequently  happens  that  miliary  tubercles 
are  to  be  found  in  the  amyloid  liver. 


ACUTE  YELLOW  ATEOPHY. 

This  is  a  disease  Avhose  exact  pathology  is  somewhat  obscure.  It  is 
characterized  by  a  rapid  destruction  of  the  hepatic  cells,  but  the  exact 
cause  of  this  destruction  is  doubtful.  It  is  obviously  due  to  the  action 
of  a  morbid  poison  circulating  in  the  blood,  because  changes  of  a  some- 
what similar  nature  are  met  with  in  the  epithelium  of  the  kidneys,  and 
in  the  muscular  fibre  of  the  heart  and  elsewhere.  This  view  also 
receives  some  confirmation  from  the  fact  that  in  acute  poisoning  with 
phosphorus  changes  occur  in  the  liver  and  other  organs  very  like  those 
in  the  disease  under  consideration.  In  this  regard  also  it  is  interesting 
to  observe  that  two  writers,  Waldeyer  and  Zander,  have  described  colo- 
nies of  bacteria  as  existing  in  the  liver  in  cases  of  this  disease. 

When  the  liver  is  examined  after  death  it  is  generally  found  smaller 
than  normal,  and  its  tissue  is  soft  and  flabby.  In  some  cases  it  is  of 
the  normal  size,  and  it  is  stated  that  in  the  earlier  stages  it  is  even 
enlarged,  although  the  disease  is  not  fatal  during  these  periods.  The 
capsule  is  often  wrinkled  from  the  atrophy  of  the  substance  of  the 
organ,  and  the  organ  flattens  out  by  its  own  weight,  its  thickness  being 
greatly  diminished.  The  diminution  in  size  sometimes  afi"ects  the  left 
lobe  especially.  On  cutting  into  the  organ  the  section  shows  usually 
diflferent  shades  of  colour.  The  predominating  tint  is  yellow,  varying 
from  the  colour  of  gamboge  to  a  dark  yellowish  brown.  Mixed  with 
this,  however,  there  is  a  red  colour  forming  the  red  substance  of  Zenker. 
Where  the  colour  is  yellow  the  tissue  is  softest,  but  the  red  parts  are 
the  most  atrophied,  the  red  substance  arising  by  the  absorption  of  the 
degenerated  hepatic  cells. 

On  examining  the  yellow  tissue  under  the  microscope,  it  will  hardly 
be  recognizable  as  that  of  the  liver  (see  Fig.  2.55).  There  are  no  proi^r 
hepatic  cells,  but  instead,  larger  and  smaller  fat  drops,  with  granular 
debris,  and  here  and  there  rhombic  crystals  of  a  reddish-brown  colour 
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(see  figure).  Sometimes  leucine  is  found  in  opaque  clumps,  wliite  in 
coloiu-  and  generally  stratified.  Acicular  crystals  of  tyrosine  are  also 
found.     The  crystals  of 


pigment,  which  resemble 
those  found  in  old  blood 
clots  in  the  brain,  may  be 
really  formed  from  the 
biliary  colouring  matter. 

The  red  substance  does 
not  present  the  abundant 
fatty  debris  ;  that  has 
been  cleared  away,  and 
there  is  now  a  fibrous 
material  visible,  merely 
sprinkled  with  fat  gran- 
ides.  In  some  cases  glan- 
dular -  looking  processes 
have  been  observed,  and 
have  been  taken  to  indi- 


Fig.  255. — From  liver  iu  acute  yellow  atrophy.  The 
hepatic  cells  form  irregular  clumps.  There  are  numerous 
pigment  crystals  of  similar  shape  to  the  crystals  of  hajma- 
toidin  (Figs.  5  and  11),  and  of  a  similar  deep  red  colour,  but 

cate    an    attempt   at   re-  smaller,  x  350. 

generation  of  the  lost  hepatic  substance,  beginning  in  the  capillary 
network  of  the  hepatic  ducts. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  LIVER. 

1.  Purulent  Hepatitis.— Abscess  of  the  liver  occurs  in  two 
forms,  the  tropical  and  the  pysemic  or  metastatic  abscess. 

(a)  The  tropical  abscess  is  not  met  with  in  this  country,  except  in 
persons  who  have  been  in  hot  climates,  especially  in  India.  Much 
doubt  exists  as  to  the  cause  of  the  inflammation  which  gives  rise  to  the 
ibscess.  In  a  large  proportion  of  cases  it  is  associated  with  dysentery, 
and  it  is  beheved  by  many  that  the  abscess  in  the  liver  arises  by 
material  being  carried  from  the  ulcerated  intestine  to  the  liver.  This 
material  presumably  contains  minute  organisms,  and  the  abscesses 
would  be  septic.  This  view,  however,  is  not  beyond  question,  and 
post-mortem  examination  shows  that  the  tropical  abscess  is  by  no 
means  uniformly  associated  with  dysentery.  While  therefore  we  may 
admit  that  bacteria  probably  have  to  do  with  the  causation  of  the 
tropical  abscess,  yet  it  is  not  unlikely  that  certain  states  of  the  liver 
predispose  to  their  development,  and  that  they  may  find  entrance  to  the 
body  by  other  paths  than  the  intestine. 
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The  abscess  is  mostly  solitary,  and  it  may  grow  to  large  dimen- 
sions causing  great  enlargement  of  the  liver.  Having  approached 
the  surface  it  sometimes  causes  a  marked  projection  from  the  liver. 
The  capsule  being  undermined  may  undergo  necrosis,  and  the  abscess 
rupture  by  the  separation  of  the  slough.  In  this  case  the  abscess  may 
rupture  into  the  peritoneum  and  cause  fatal  peritonitis.  Or  the  capsule 
may  adhere  to  the  abdominal  wall  and  the  abscess  by  and  by  find  its 
way  to  the  surface  of  the  body,  there  to  discharge.  It  also  occasionally 
bursts  in  other  directions,  as  through  the  diaphragm  into  the  pleural  cavity, 
or  even  the  lung;  into  the  colon  or  other  part  of  the  intestine;  or  into 
the  gall  bladder  from  which  the  pus  is  carried  into  the  diiodenum.  In 
these  various  ways  the  pus  may  be  disposed  of  and  perhaps  recover} 
occur,  but  more  probably  a  wasting  discharge  from  the  cavity  of  the 
abscess  remains. 

In  other  cases  the  abscess  does  not  enlarge,  but  rather  dries  in.  A 
thick  connective  tissue  capsule  forms  around  it  like  the  wall  of  a  cyst, 
and  the  pus  thickens  to  a  cheesy  consistence.  Afterwards  the  contents 
may  become  calcareous  and  the  disease  virtually  obsolete. 

(b)  Fymmic  abscesses  are  much  more  definitely  imderstood  in  their 
causation  and  mode  of  formation.  They  are  undoubtedly  produced  by 
bacteria  being  carried  by  the  blood  to  the  liver  and  propagating  them- 
selves there.  Sometimes  the  abscesses  in  the  liver  are  secondary  to 
those  in  the  lungs,  the  organisms  being  carried  on  by  the  blood  aftei- 
having  developed  there.  But  there  are  cases  where  abscesses  occur  in 
the  liver  alone,  and  these  also  arise  in  connection  with  putrid  external 
wounds. 

So  long  as  it  was  supposed  that,  in  order  to  the  formation  of  such 
abscesses,  an  obstruction  of  an  artery  ynth  an  embolus  was  necessary, 
the  occurrence  of  such  abscesses  in  the  liver  was  obscure.  We 
know,  however,  that  micro-organisms  may  be  conveyed  by  the  blood- 
vessels, and  after  passing  the  pulmonary  capillaries  be  carried  to  the 
liver  by  the  hepatic  artery,  or  even,  after  traversing  the  intestmal 
capillaries,  by  the  portal  vein.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  circula- 
tion in  the  capillaries  of  the  liver  is.peculiariy  slow,  and  it  is  probably 
for  this  reason  that  the  bacteria  so  readily  lodge  there  and  propagate. 

Abscesses  may  also  be  induced  in  cases  where  there  is  stagnation  of 
bile,  and  where  decomposition  occurs  in  the  bile,  extending  upAvard? 
from  the  intestine.    Such  abscesses  will  be  referred  to  afterwards.  ^  " 

The  bacteria  multiply  and  form  zooglcea  in  the  capillaries  and  inter- 
lobular veins,  passing  into  the  central  veins.    Wherever  the  colonies  of 
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bacteria  extend  the  Hver  tissue  undergoes  necrosis,  the  cells  lose  their 
nuclei  and  become  individually  indistinguishable.  We  have  already  seen 
that  this  arises,  not  from  the  direct  action  of  the  bacteria,  but  by  the 
chemical  products  which  are  given  off.  These  irritating  stuffs  also  produce 
inflammation  around,  and  there  is  here,  as  elsewhere  under  similar 
circumstances,  an  acute  suppurative  inflammation.  The  round  cells 
accumulate  around  the  necrosed  portion,  and  gradually  infiltrate  it  and 
break  it  down,  so  that  an  abscess  forms. 

The  abscess  may  be  primarily  a  small  or  a  large  one  according  as  the 
capillaries  over  a  smaller  or  larger  area  are  invaded,  but  several  abscesses 
may  ultimately  coalesce,  and  so  we  have  them  sometimes  of  very  con- 
siderable dimensions. 

The  abscesses  in  this  form  are  always  multiple.  In  accordance  with 
what  has  been  stated  the  actual  abscess  is  preceded  by  a  grey  or 
yellowish  discoloration  indicating  the  existence  of  necrosis  of  the  tissue. 
There  will  be  probably  a  group  of  such  areas  corresponding  to  necrosed 
hepatic  lobules.  Ultimately  these  break  down  and  form  a  common 
abscess. 

2.  Chronic  interstitial  hepatitis  or  cirrhosis. — This  is,  for 
practical  purposes,  the  most  important  affection  of  the  liver,  at  least  in 
this  country.  We  have  to  do  here  with  a  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
interstitial  connective  tissue  of  the  organ. 

As  in  the  case  of  other  inflammations,  we  have  to  consider  here 
the  nature  of  the  irritant  which  induces  the  inflammation.  Leaving 
aside  in  the  meantime  the  case  of  syphilis,  which  will  be  taken  up  after- 
wards, it  may  be  said  that,  as  the  disease  occurs  for  the  most  part  homo- 
geneously throughout  this  organ,  the  irritant  is  contained  in  the  blood 
circulating  in  the  liver.  The  name  "  gin  drinker's  liver,"  frequently 
applied  to  this  disease,  involves  the  view  that  alcohol  is  commonly  the 
irritant.  Alcohol  taken  frequently  in  the  form  of  undiluted  spirits  is 
believed  to  cause  the  disease,  while  beer  and  wine  do  not.  This  is 
probably  in  most  cases  the  cause,  but  the  disease  may  originate  from 
other  kinds  of  irritation  whose  nature  is  obscure.  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  been  met  with  in  young  children,  and  the  author 
has  recorded  a  case  in  which  a  typical  cirrhosis  with  the  usual  second- 
ary phenomena  occurred  in  a  cat.  The  fact  that  it  was  a  butcher's 
cat  may  indicate  that  it  indulged  in  excess  of  eating  rather  than  of 
drinking. 

It  has  been  asserted  of  recent  years  that  obstruction  of  the  bile  ducts 
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is  a  cause  of  cirrhosis,  and  a  special  form  of  "biliaiy  cirrhosis"  has  been 
distinguished.  The  frequent  occurrence  of  obstruction  by  gall-stones 
and  otherwise  without  any  of  the  appearances  of  cirrhosis,  however, 
rather  contradicts  this  view.  It  is  also  stated  that  tuberculosis  may 
induce  cirrhosis,  and  there  are  some  facts  which  seem  to  support  this 
view. 

In  cirrhosis  we  have  chronic  inflammation  of  the  connective  tissue  of 
the  liver,  resulting  in  new-formation  of  a  similar  tissue,  which,  like  such 
inflammatory  new-formation,  has  a  special  tendency  to  shrink.  It  will 
be  proper  to  consider  the  distribution  of  this  new-formation  and  its 
effects  on  the  hepatic  tissue  on  the  one  hand  and  the  iDlood-vessels  and 
ducts  on  the  other. 

The  interstitial  connective  tissue  of  the  liver  follows,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  poi^tal  vessels,  forming  a  frame-work  in  which  are  supported 
the  portal  vein  and  its  branches,  the  hepatic  artery  and  hepatic  duct. 
The  new-formation  occurs  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  only  in  these 
regions,  that  is  to  say,  outside  the  lobules.  Cases  have  been  described, 
however,  in  which  the  new-formation  has  extended  into  the  interior  of 
the  lobules  (so-called  inter-cellular  cirrhosis),  but  this  is  exceedingly 
rare ;  it  is  stated  to  occur  in  cases  of  syphilis  of  the  new-born.  As  a 
rule  the  new-formation  occurs  in  such  a  way  as  to  surround  groups  of 
lobules,  so  that  as  the  disease  progresses  the  liver  is  sub-divided  into 
larger  and  smaller  areas,  each  representing  a  set  of  lobules  surrounded 
by  new-formed  connective  tissue  (so-called  multilobular  cirrhosis).  In 
other  cases  the  new-formation,  although  not  extending  into  the  interior 
of  the  lobules,  is  homogeneous  in  its  distribution,  occurring  wherevei- 
there  is  fibrillated  connective  tissue,  and  so  present  at  the  peripheries  of 
all  the  lobules  (so-called  unilobular  cirrhosis). 

In  the  earlier  stages  the  affected  connective  tissue  is  abundantly  cellu- 
lar, like  granulation  tissue,  and  the  process  of  new-formation  is  evidently 
similar  in  its  details  to  that  in  other  chronic  inflammations  (see  Fig.  256). 
Along  with  these  changes,  however,  there  are  appearances,  which  ha-ve 
received  various  interpretations.  In  many  cases  there  are  elongated 
gland-like  processes  in  the  midst  of  the  tissue  which  look  like  new- 
formed  ducts.  Some  suppose  them  to  be  ducts  in  process  of  formation 
from  the  existing  bile-ducts.  Certain  French  observers  regard  tliis  con- 
dition as  a  special  feature  of  "  biliary  cirrhosis,"  and  take  the  changes  in 
the  ducts  as  well  as  the  other  changes  to  be  the  result  of  obstruction. 
Hamilton  has  stated  that  these  duct-hke  processes  are  really  composed 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  LIVER. 


G47 


of  hepatic  cells  which  are  in  process  of  forming  connective  tissue.  The 
most  probable  explanation  is  that  they  are  really  capillary  ducts  which 


Pio-  256.— Cii-rhosis  of  liver  in  ecarlier  stage.  The  connective  tissiae  is  occupied  by 
numerous' round  cells  which  are  involving  the  peripheral  parts  of  the  lobules,  the 
hepatic  cells  being  here  frequently  isolated  in  the  midst  of  the  round  cells,    x  75. 

have  undergone  enlargement,  and  so  have  become  prominent.  The  normal 
capillary  ducts  are  seated  inside  the  lobules  between  the  rows  of  hepatic 
cells.  We  shall  see  afterwards  that  the  hepatic  cells  undergo  great 
destruction  in  cirrhosis,  but  the  capillary  ducts  may  survive,  and  their 
epithehum  may  enlarge  so  as  to  give  them  the  appearance  of  new-formed 
ducts.  This  appearance  is  only  observed  when  the  disease  is  in  active 
progress,  and  the  connective  tissue  shows  a  cellular  character. 

If  there  were  nothing  more  than  the  new-formation  of  connective 
tissue  hitherto  mentioned,  then  the  liver  would  be  enlarged  in  this 
disease.  In  the  earlier  stages  there  is  such  enlargement,  but  the  exis- 
tence of  the  disease  is  not  generally  distinguished  in  these  stages. 
On  the  other  hand,  Charcot  and  others  have  described  a  special  form 
of  HYPERTROPHIC  CIRRHOSIS  in  which  Very  great  enlargement  of  the 
organ  occurs.  In  this  condition  the  distribution  of  the  new-formation 
is  unilobular,  and  the  appearance  of  new-formation  in  the  ducts  referred 
to  above,  is  manifest.     It  will  be  seen  that  the  names  biliary,  uni- 


648       DISEASES  OF  THE  LIVER,  PANCREAS,  AND  PERITONEUM. 


lobular,  and  hypertrophic  cirrhosis  are  used  to  designate  a  condition 
whoso  pathological  bearings  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  fully  estal)- 
lished. 

As  a  general  rule  the  new-formed  tissue  undergoes  development 
into  dense  connective  tissue  which  has  a  tendency  to  shrink.  By  its 
shrinking  it  causes  atrophy  of  the  proper  hepatic  tissue.  As  the 
cirrhosis  is  usually  multilobular  the  contracting  tissue  isolates  groups  of 
lobules  of  larger  or  smaller  size,  and  these,  consisting  of  soft  tissue, 
stand  out  somewhat  when  the  liver  is  divided,  or  present  themselves 
prominently  at  the  surface.  There  are  thus  areas  of  remaining  hepatic 
tissue  which  are  being  gradually  encroached  on  by  the  connective  tissue. 
The  atrophy  of  the  hepatic  tissue  takes  place  by  the  supply  of  blood 
being  cut  off.  By  the  contraction  of  the  new-formed  tissue  the  portal 
vessels  are  narrowed,  and  there  is  in  addition,  according  to  Ziegler, 
thickening  of  the  internal  coat  of  the  portal  vein,  an  endophlebitis 
obliterans  similar  to  the  endarteritis  obliterans  which  exists  in  cirrhosis 
of  the  kidney.  This  will  increase  the  obstruction  of  the  portal  vessels. 
The  hepatic  artery  is  not  much  affected  by  the  contracting  tissue,  and  it 
is  generally  possible  to  inject  it  with  considerable  success.  As  it  is 
the  portal  vessels  which  supply  the  proper  hepatic  capillaries,  the 
hepatic  cells  will  by  these  processes  be  deprived  of  their  nutrition, 
while,  as  the  hepatic  artery  supj)lies  the  connective  tissue,  the  latter 
will  be  well  nourished. 

The  consequence  of  this  is  great  destruction  of  the  hepatic  cells.  To 
a  large  extent  this  takes  place  by  fatty  degeneration,  and  one  can 
often  see,  in  the  midst  of  connective  tissue,  islands  of  remaining 
hepatic  tissue  consisting  of  little  more  than  collections  of  oil  drops  (see 
Fig.  257).  The  hepatic  tissue  is  also  commonly  stained  "with  bile 
pigment  of  a  yellow  or  brown  colour,  and  this  we  may  associate  with 
obstruction  of  the  bile  ducts  by  the  contracting  connective  tissue.  For 
the  most  part  the  pigment  is  biliary,  but  it  is  also  to  some  extent  blood 
pigment  arising  from  the  obstruction  to  the  circulation.  The  con- 
nective tissue  is  also  commonly  stained,  and  to  the  naked  eye  the  cut 
surface  has  a  yellow  colour,  sometimes  with  here  and  there  quite 
an  orange  tint.  The  name  of  the  disease,  cirrhosis,  Avas  originally 
applied  from  the  colour  of  the  altered  organ. 

The  gall  ducts  are  for  the  most  part  structurally  unaltered.  They 
are  partially  obstructed  by  the  new-formed  tissue,  and  on  account  of' 
re-absorption  of  the  bile  there  may  be  staining  of  the  tissues  and 
icterus.     In  some  cases,  as  we  have  seen,  and  especially  in  hyper- 
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trophic  cirrhosis,  there  is  the  appearance  of  new-formed  bile  ducts 
already  referred  to. 


Fig.  257. — CiiThosis  of  liver  in  an  advanced  stage,  shown  with  a  very  low  power.  There  are 
great  areas  of  fibrous  connective  tissue,  in  the  midst  of  which  are  islands  of  hepatic  tissue  having 
an  opaque  appearance  from  the  presence  of  fat  in  the  cells,    x  20. 

The  result  of  all  these  changes  is  not  only  atrophy  but  distortion  of 
the  liver.  The  connective  tissue  contracts,  and  as  it  is  irregularly 
distributed  the  contraction  is  irregular.  The  surface  of  the  organ 
presents  larger  or  smaller  projections  consisting  of  the  less  affected 
hepatic  tissue  between  the  cicatricial  depressions.  These  projections 
may  be  comparatively  large,  forming  the  hob-nail  appearance  of  the 
surface,  or  they  may  be  smaller,  giving  a  generally  granular  appearance. 
They  are  usually  yellow  or  brown  and  opaque,  being  fatty  and  stained  with 
pigment.  Sometimes  there  is  special  shrinking  of  the  left  lobe,  and 
generally  there  is  dragging  in  of  the  edges,  so  that  the  liver  assumes 
more  of  a  compacted  form,  being  perhaps  even  thicker  than  usual,  but 
reduced  in  superficies.  It  is  dense  to  the  feeling,  and  more  tough 
to  cut  than  normal.  On  the  cut  surface  it  may  be  possible  with  the 
naked  eye  to  make  out  the  grey  connective  tissue,  with  islands  of 
opaque  or  pigmented  hepatic  tissue  in  it. 

In  hypertrophic  cirrhosis  the  liver  is  not  only  enlarged  but  smooth 
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on  tho  surface.  Sometimes  it  is  adherent  to  surrounding  parts,  and 
there  may  even  be  a  fibrinous  exudation  on  the  surface.  On  section, 
also,  the  cut  surface  is  much  more  homogeneous  both  in  colour  and 
otherwise. 


Outside  the  liver  the  principal  changes  depend  on  obstniction  of  the 
portal  circulation,  which,  it  is  obvious,  must  be  very  great.  There  is 
a  chronic  passive  hyperajmia  in  all  the  radicles  of  this  vein,  in  the 
peritoneum,  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestine,  in 
the  spleen,  and  so  on.  The  most  frequent  consequence  is  ascites,  but  we 
also  meet  with  haemorrhages  from  the  mucous  membrane,  especially 
of  the  stomach  and  large  intestine,  as  well  as  catarrh  of  these.  The 
spleen  is  also  enlarged. 

The  obstruction  of  the  portal  vein  often  leads  to  widening  of  the 
venous  channels  which  form  communications  between  the  portal  radicles 
and  the  systemic  veins.  In  this  way  we  may  have  great  dilatation  of 
the  internal  haemorrhoidal  veins  (leading  to  piles)  and  of  the  hypogastric. 
The  cutaneous  branches  of  the  latter  often  stand  out  prominently  on 
the  abdominal  wall.  The  haemorrhoidal  veins  also  communicate  with 
the  vesical,  and  these  latter  may  undergo  dilatation.  There  may  also  be 
widening  of  communications  with  the  veins  of  the  diaphragm  and. 
oesophagus,  which  have  sometimes  been  found  highly  varicose.  Another 
channel  occasionally  met  with  is  a  small  vein  which  runs  from  the  portal 
vein  to  the  umbihcus.  In  some  cases  this  is  so  much  enlarged  as  to 
approach  the  size  of  the  portal  vein  itself. 

The  patient  generally  dies  from  the  disorders  due  to  the  continuous 
passive  hyperaemia — the  persistent  catarrh  of  the  alimentary  canal, 
perhaps  with  haemorrhages,  the  ascites,  etc.  There  is  great  emaciation 
and  sometimes  icterus.  It  is  not  clear  that  the  mere  loss  of  the  func- 
tion of  the  liver  bears  an  important  part  in  the  fatal  resdt. 

3.  Perihepatitis. — This  condition  is  an  inflammation  of  the  capsule 
of  the  hver,  and  it  is  always  secondary  to  some  other  lesion.  A  chronic 
pleurisy  of  the  right  side  often  extends  through  the  diaphragm,  and 
causes  inflammation  of  the  subjacent  peritoneum,  including  the  under 
surface  of  diaphragm  and  upper  surface  of  liver,  so  that  firm  adhesion  is 
the  result.  This  is  often  the  case  in  phthisis  pulmonalis.  A  general 
chronic  or  acute  peritonitis  usually  involves  the  capsule  of  the  hver -as 
well  as  other  parts  of  the  peritoneum.  Sometimes  cirrhosis  or  syphiHtio 
disease  of  the  hver  extends  to  the  capsule. 
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The  inflammation  is  in  most  cases  chronic,  and  results  in  a  thickening 
of  the  capsule.  Sometimes  there  are  shaggy  papilliform  projections 
from  the  capsule,  which  have  been  compared  to  the  pacchionian  bodies 
of  the  dura  mater.  There  is  frequently  also  adhesion  to  the  parts 
arotmd,  especially  to  the  diaphragm.  The  thickened  capsule  undergoes 
contraction  like  the  new-formed  connective  tissue  in  other  inflamma- 
tions, and  the  result  frequently  is  considerable  deformity  of  the  liver. 
This  is  most  marked  when  there  is  a  general  inflammation  of  the  capsule 
as  in  cases  of  chronic  peritonitis.  The  capsule  contracting  all  round 
the  liver  doubles  in  its  sharp  anterior  edge,  and  causes  the  organ  to 
assume  an  approach  to  the  globular  shape.  The  contraction  causes 
also  atrophy  of  the  liver  tissue,  and  seriously  interferes  with  the  cir- 
culation in  the  organ.  This  deformity  of  the  organ  may  be  compared 
with  that  of  the  lung  which  occurs  in  consequence  of  the  contraction 
of  the  pleura  in  chronic  pleurisy,  especially  with  empyema. 


SYPHILITIC  DISEASE  OF  THE  LIVER. 

Sj^hilis  manifests  itself  for  the  most  part  as  an  indurative  interstitial 
inflammation,  with  or  without  the  formation  of  gummata.  There  may 
be  a  cirrhosis  indistinguishable  from  the  ordinary  forms  of  this  disease, 
and  only  judged  to  be  syphilitic  from  other  circumstances.  Sometimes 
in  the  midst  of  the  general  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  there 
are  numerous  small  gummata,  distinguished  especially  by  their  caseous 
condition. 

For  the  most  part,  however,  the  disease  is  localized.  To  the  naked 
eye  the  liver  is  seen  to  present  one  or  several  cicatrices  which  often 
make  deep  indentations  in  its  surface.  These  cicatrices  are  most  fre- 
quent in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  suspensory  ligament.  On  cutting 
into  the  middle  of  the  cicatrix  a  gummatous  tumour  is  usually  divided 
with  its  caseous  central  part.  The  periphery  of  the  gumma  is  not  dis- 
tinctly demarcated  from  the  surrounding  connective  tissue  which  extends 
outwards  into  the  hepatic  tissue.  Other  gummata  may  be  found  more 
deeply  in  the  liver  tissue,  and  these  also  are  surrounded  by  cicatricial  tissue. 

The  cicatrix  is  composed  of  fibrous  tissue,  and  the  gumma  itself 
frequently  presents  irregular  strands  of  connective  tissue,  but  givino- 
place  to  round  cell  tissue.  The  central  caseous  portion  contain^ 
merely  granular  debris  (see  Fig.  258).  Sometimes  at  the  periphery  of 
the  gumma  there  is  great  dilatation  of  blood-vessels,  giving  almost  a 
cavernous  appearance. 
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When  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  gummata,  the  cirrhosis 
may  be  nearly  continuous,  but  with  special  cicatricial  contractions  at 


Vicr  -Gumma  of  liver,  a,  normal  hepatic  lobules  ;  b,  recent  tissue  of  gumma  %'n.fb. 
dilat^ed  bliod  veS  ;  Vcaseous'part  of  gui^ma;  d,  d,  d,  connective  tissue  outside  gumma 
extending  into  the  hepatic  tissue,    x  16. 

intervals  corresponding  to  the  gummata.  The  liver  in  this  way  may 
assume  a  very  striking  appearance,  as  if  subdi^dded  into  manifold  small 
lobes.  Be  the  cicatrices  large  or  small  in  number,  the  lobed  and  sub- 
divided condition  is  characteristic  of  the  syphiHtic  hver. 

The  liver  is  sometimes  found  aflTected  in  infants  who  are  the  subjects 
of  CONGENITAL  SYPHILIS.  It  may  be  a  general  induration  forming  a 
cirrhosis,  usually  of  the  hypertrophic  form,  with  perhaps  numerous  small 
-ummata;  or  the  induration  maybe  more  localized,  but  never  with 
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that  cicatricial  condition  which  we  find  in  acquired  syphilis.  The  con- 
nective tissue  formation  in  this  case  does  not  confine  itself  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  portal  vessels,  but  extends  into  the  lobules,  so 
that  between  the  cells  and  around  the  capillaries  there  is  connective 
tissue. 


TUBEECULOSIS  OF  THE  LIVER. 


In  ACUTE  MILIARY  TUBERCULOSIS  the  Hver  is  almost  without  excep- 
tion the  seat  of  myriads  of  minute  tubercles  which  are  usually  invisible 
to  the  naked  eye.  In  phthisis  pulmonalis  examination  very  often 
shows  the  presence  of  tubercles  in  the  liver,  but  much  more  sparsely 
distributed,  and  often  associated  with  fatty  infiltration. 

The  tubercles  are  situated  in  the  connective  tissue,  and  are  therefore 
outside  the  lobules.  They  present  (Fig.  259)  the  usual  constituents  ; 
round  cells  with  large 

giant  cells  m  their  more  -    -  - 

central  parts.  Very  often 
the  central  parts  are  al- 
ready caseous,  or  in  more 
acute  cases  they  may  be 
affected  by  a  more  ordi- 


nary fatty  degeneration  ^ 


Avith  distinct  refracting: 
oil  drops. 

Along  with  the  erup- 
tion of  tubercles  there  is 
some  interstitial  inflam- 
mation affecting  the  con- 
nective tissue,  and  evi- 


Pig.  259.— Tubercle  of  liver  from  a  oase  of  acute  miliary 
1  1      ,1  tiiberculosis.    The  tvibercle  is  of  a  rounded  form,  and  presents 

Ciencea  by  tne  presence  ^i*^  tl^'  ee  giaut-ceUs  in  the  midst  of  these. 

of  round  cells,  but  in  ^ 

acute  miliary  tuberculosis  this  is  not  usually  considerable. 

^  Besides  this  form  of  tuberculosis  we  sometimes  meet  with  a  con- 
dition in  which  numerous  larger  caseous  tubercles  are  present,  and 
are  associated  with  a  much  greater  indurative  inflammation  '  The 
nodules  are  distinctly  visible  to  the  naked  eye  and  sometimes  are  as 
large  as  peas.  The  larger  ones  may  soften  in  the  central  parts  and  so 
small  cavities  may  result.    Cases  have  also  been  described  in  which 
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largo  solitary  caseous  tubercles  have  occuixed,  like  the  scrofulous  tubei-- 
cles  of  the  brain,  but  all  these  forms  are  exceedingly  rare. 


TUMOURS  OF  THE  LIVER. 

Primary  tumours  of  the  liver  are  not  very  common,  but  secondary 
forms,  esiDecially  cancers,  are  frequent. 

Cavernous  Angioma  of  the  liver  is  the  commonest  form  of  primary 
tumour.     Its  structure  has  already  been  described  (see  p.  200).  It 
y^^^'^^fc-^  develops  apparently  by 

^^S^^m^^^^^^^h-  dilatation  of  the  existing 

capillaries  and  atrophy  of 
the  intervening  hepatic 
cells.  Subsequently  the 
walls  of  the  capillaries  be- 
come thickened  by  new- 
formation  of  connective 
tissue  and  converted  into 
the  trabeculse  of  the  cav- 

Fig.  260.— Angioma  of  liver,    x  90.  ernOUS  tumOUr  (Fig.  260). 

Hence  it  is  that  the  tumour  replaces  a  certain  portion  of  hepatic  tissue. 
When  seated  immediately  under  the  capsule  the  tumours  are  ^dsible  as 
red  blotches,  and  on  section  they  have  a  red  colour  and  collapsed  ap- 
pearance, and  usually  it  is  only  after  the  blood  is  washed  out  that  the 
white  trabeculse  become  visible.  The  tumours  present  great  varieties 
of  size  and  may  be  as  large  as  the  fist. 

A  case  has  been  described  by  Ziegler  of  multiple  Fibroneurojia  in 
the  liver  on  the  fibres  of  the  sympathetic,  there  being  similar  tumours 
on  the  various  nerves  of  the  body  except  the  olfactory  and  optic. 

Concerning  Adenoma  of  the  liver  there  is  considerable  variety  in 
statement  and  opinion,  mainly  because  on  the  one  hand  this  form  of 
tumour  is  rare,  and  on  the  other  there  are  tumours  concerning  which  it 
is  difficult  to  say  whether  they  should  be  called  cancers  or  adenomas. 
There  is  one  form  of  adenoma  about  which  there  is  not  much  doubt ; 
it  is  that  already  mentioned  in  the  general  section.  It  is  sometimes 
designated  nodular  hyperplasia,  and  occurs  as  solitary  or  multiple 
tumours  which,  while  perfectly  defined,  have  the  same  structure  as  the 
proper  hepatic  tissue,  the  cells  being  usually  larger  and  some  having 
double  nuclei.    If  single  they  may  reach  the  size  of  a  cherry  or  larger  : 
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if  multiple  they  are  smaller.  The  larger  ones  are  sometimes  surrounded 
by  a  connective  tissue  capsule.  These  tumours  are  of  no  practical  con- 
sequence and  are  met  with  accidentally.  They  are  not  uncommon  in 
the  liver  of  the  dog. 

Another  form  sometimes  called  TUBULAR  ADENOMA  is  described,  in 
which,  while  the  individual  cells  are  like  those  of  the  liver,  they  are 
arranged  not  in  groups  like  the  acini  of  the  liver,  but  rather  in 
gland-like  masses,  which  have  been  compared  to  the  convoluted 
tubules  of  the  kidney.  It  is  clear  from  the  epithelial  character  of  these 
glandular  masses  that  the  structure  approximates  to  that  of  cancer,  and 
indeed  some  of  these  cases  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  cases  of 
cancer.  The  adenoma  may  grow  to  a  considerable  size,  while  secondary 
tumours  develop  in  the  hepatic  tissue  around.  This  latter  fact  again 
suggests  cancer,  and  an  observation  by  Professor  Greenfield  in  which 
tumours  formed  by  metastasis  in  the  lungs  is  still  more  suggestive. 
According  to  some  the  glandular  processes  grow  from  the  liver  cells, 
while  others  hold  that  they  sj)rout  out  from  the  bile  ducts. 


Prirl^ry  Cancer  of  the  liver  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  yet  several 
varieties  are  described.  The  cancer  may  be  in  the  form  of  several 
small  tumours,  or  a  large  growth  infiltrating  a  considerable  portion, 
of  the  liver.  The  structure  resembles  that  of  tubular  glands 
but  less  regularly  formed  than  in  the  case  of  the  adenoma,  and  more 
interpenetrating  among  the  proper  hepatic  tissue.  Another  form 
has  been  described  in  which  the  cancer  originates  in  the  bile  ducts,  and 
the  cancerous  processes  have  at  first  their  seat  in  the  connective  tissue 
accompanying  the  portal  vessels,  etc.  There  are  in  this  form  numerous 
tumours  which  follow  the  portal  distribution.  They  may  cause  ob- 
struction of  the  ducts  and  the  formation  of  cysts  with  bile-stained  con- 
tents. 

Secondary  Cancer  is  exceedingly  frequent  in  connection  with 
primary  cancer  of  the  stomach,  pancreas  and  large  intestine,  but  it  occurs 
also  in  cancers  of  the  uterus,  the  oesophagus  and  mamma.  In  the 
case  of  these  last-mentioned  locahties  the  metastasis  is  produced  by 
the  way  of  the  hepatic  artery,  while  in  the  other  case  it  is  by  the  portal 
vem.  We  shall  afterwards  discuss  in  a  separate  section  the  subject  of 
the  secondary  extension  of  cancers  of  the  abdomen. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  primary  seat  of  the  cancer  is  the 
.stomach,  and  next  to  that  it  is  the  large  intestine,  and  the  secondary 
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tumours  arise  by  pieces  of  active  cancerous  tissue  being  carried  to  the 
liver  by  the  portal  vein.  We  shall  see  afterwards  that  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that,  in  some  cases  at  least,  the  cancerous  material  does  not 
come  directly  from  the  primary  tumour.  As  the  cancer  is  sown  in 
every  part  of  the  liver,  the  consequence  is  the  development  of  numerous 
tumours  which  may  be  found  in  all  stages  of  growth. 

It  is  usual  to  find  a  large  number  of  isolated  tumours  of  circular 
form  and  pale  colour  (see  Fig.  261).     They  are  seated  in  the  liver 

tissue,  but  those  near  the 
surface  produce  rounded 
elevations  of  it  which  can 
often  be  felt  through  the 
abdominal  pari  etes  during 
life.  Even  to  the  naked 
eye  the  tumours  show 
evidences  of  fatty  degene- 
ration in  the  appearance 
of  opaque  yellow  colora- 
tion. The  absorption  of 
the  degenerated  cells  is 
also  indicated  by  the  par- 
tial contraction  of  the 
larger  tumours  in  their 
central  parts,  producing 

Fig.  261.— Piece  of  liver  with  secondary  cancerous  tumours  ^        n  •  ^ 

in  it.  A  larger  one,  a,  is  viewed  from  the  surface.  Another  [j^  the  Superficial  OneS  a 
large  one,  6,  in  section.    There  are  several  smaller  tumours,  c, 

c.   d,  a  vein  in  section.   (Virchow).  dimpling    Or  UMBILICA- 

TION  of  the  rounded  projections.  The  liver,  as  a  whole,  is  sometimes 
enormously  enlarged,  weighing  not  infrequently  as  much  as  ten  or 
twelve  pounds. 

In  some  cases  the  new-formation  is  not  so  much  in  the  form  of  in- 
dividual tumours  as  a  general  CANCEROUS  infiltration,  as  if  almost 
throughout  the  liver  a  simultaneous  development  had  occurred,  and  the 
cancerous  tissue  had  grown  vigorously,  displacing  the  proper  hepatic 
tissue. 

In  structure  the  tumours  follow  the  primary  ones.  For  the  most 
part  it  is  soft  cancers  of  the  stomach  that  form  the  original  tumours, 
and  we  have  a  well-formed  stroma  with  irregular  masses  of  epithelial 
cells.  But  sometimes  the  primary  tumour  is  an  epithelioma,  and  in 
that  case  the  tumours  in  the  liver  are  usually  fewer  in  number,  firmer 
and  more  distinctly  defined,    men  the  primary  tumour  is  in  such  a 
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position  that  the  cancer  reaches  the  liver  by  the  hepatic  artery,  the 
tumours  are  usually  smaller  in  size  and  the  liver  not  so  much  enlarged. 
This  was  at  least  very  strikingly  true  in  a  case  seen  by  the  author 
where  the  primary  tumour  was  in  the  mamma. 

The  cancerous  material  as  it  is  brought  by  the  blood-vessels  develops 
inside  them,  and  particularly  in  the  portal  vessels.  It  seems  also  that 
the  tumour  to  a  large  extent  develops  by  growing  inside  the  capil- 
laries, although  also  in  the  spaces  in  the  connective  tissue.  The 
consequence  of  this  great  new-formation  in  the  vessels  is  atrophy  of  the 
hepatic  cells.  These  are  often  to  be  seen  at  the  peripheral  parts  of  the 
tumours  arranged  in  concentric  layers  as  the  pressure  is  exercised,  and 
they  imdergo  atrophy.  It  is  asserted  by  several  authors  that  the  can- 
cerous tissue  sometimes  develops  directly  from  the  tissue  of  the  liver, 
arising  largely  by  a  transformation  of  the  latter.  This  is  supposed  to 
be  effected  by  the  influence  of  some  infective  material  brought  from  the 
primary  tumour,  which  induces  the  hepatic  tissue  to  undergo  this 
peculiar  change.    This  view,  however,  stands  in  need  of  confirmation. 

The  hepatic  cells  are  often  deeply  stained  with  bile,  and  it  is  clinic- 
ally of  importance  that  the  whole  white  structures  of  the  body  are 
usually  jaundiced.  This  implies  that  the  ducts  are  obstructed,  and  the 
biliary  colouring  matter  absorbed  into  the  circulation.  The  numerous 
developing  tumours  press  on  the  bile  ducts  and  obstruct  them,  and 
this  occurs  all  the  more  as  the  growths  arise  by  embohsm  of  the 
portal  vessels,  and  are,  in  the  first  place,  related  to  them.  As  the 
ducts  are  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  these  vessels,  they  are 
hable  to  be  pressed  on  very  soon.  The  hepatic  cells  are  frequently 
of  a  greenish  colour,  and  the  biliary  pigment  is  sometimes  extensively 
deposited  in  them  as  brown  granules. 

The  portal  vessels  suffer  obstruction,  not  only  by  the  pressure  of 
the  tumours,  but  as  being  the  seat  of  their  primary  growth,  and  .  hence 
we  meet  with  ascites  as  a  common  result. 


Sarcoma  is  of  occasional  occurrence  in  the  liver  in  the  spindle- 
celled  and  pigmented  forms.  Some  cases  of  melano-sarcoma  have 
been  described  as  primary  tumours,  but  secondary  tumours  followino- 
melanotic  sarcomas  of  the  eye  are  more  common.  The  liver  may 
be  largely  occupied  by  these  black  tumours,  and  greatly  enlarged 
Here  also  the  growth  appears  to  occur  in  the  blood-vessels  and  results 
m  destruction  of  the  hepatic  tissue  proper. 

2  T 
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PARASITES  OF  THE  LIVER. 

These  have  ah-eady  been  somewhat  fully  described.  The  most  im- 
portant constitutes  the  hydatids  of  the  liver  arising  from  the  taenia 
echinococcus.  When  the  liver  is  examined  after  death  there  is  found  a 
sac  or  sacs  of  very  various  size,  up  to  that  of  a  man's  head.  The  larger 
ones  produce  necessarily  great  enlargement  of  the  liver  as  a  whole,  and 
atrophy  of  the  hepatic  tissue  around  them.  They  present  first  a  connective 
tissue  capsule,  inside  which  the  proper  wall  of  the  cyst  appears.  As 
the  vesicles  are  sometimes  much  broken  down,  and  it  may  even  be 
difficult  to  find  booklets,  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  proper 
cuticula  of  the  cyst  is  lamellated  (Fig.  146,  p.  285).  Sometimes  the  con- 
tents of  the  cyst,  after  the  death  of  the  parasite,  form  a  fatty  athero- 
matous or  mortary  material  in  the  midst  of  which  pieces  of  this 
chitinous  membrane  may  be  found  with  its  characteristic  lamellation. 
The  multilocular  and  exogenous  forms  of  hydatids  are  to  be  remembered, 
the  former  resembling  colloid  cancer  in  its  general  appearance.  Flukes 
do  not  frequently  occur  in  the  human  liver,  yet  they  have  been  ob- 
served (see  p.  273). 


B.— THE  BILE  DUCTS  AND  GALL  BLADDER 

Gall-stones.— As  gall-stones  not  infrequently  form  the  primary 
cause  of  further  disease  of  the  bile  ducts,  we  may  begin  our  description 
with  them.  They  are  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  especially  in  people 
past  middle  life,  and  they  are  often  found  in  the  gall-bladder  after 
death  without  their  existence  having  been  suspected  during  life. 

The  cause  of  their  formation  is  very  obscure.  They  are  formed  m 
the  gall-bladder  by  the  deposition  of  the  constituents  of  the  bile 
chiefly  cholestearine  and  next  to  that  bile  pigments,  but  also  hme  and 
magnesia  salts  in  varying  proportions.  Probably  stagnation  of  the 
bile  in  the  gall-bladder  at  least  predisposes  to  their  formation,  and 
this  is  rendered  the  more  probable  from  their  more  frequent  occur- 
rence in  old  people  where  the  actions  are  sluggish.  In  the  centre  of 
gall-stones  there  is  frequently  a  nucleus  composed  of  remains  of  epi- 
thelium  or  mucus. 
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Gall-stones  occur  singly  or  in  numbers.  The  SINGLE  GALL-STONES 
are  commonly  composed  almost  purely  of  cholestearine,  of  which  there 
may  be  over  98  per  cent.  They  are  oval  in  shape,  somewhat  nodulated 
on  the  surface,  and  have  a  gHstening  appearance,  altogether  not  unlike 
that  of  a  sugar  plum.  When  divided  or  broken  they  present  a  character- 
istic radiating  appearance  from  the  centre,  and  also  sometimes  a  con- 
centric stratification.  The  broken  surface  has  the  same  glistening 
appearance  as  the  outer  surface,  and  distinct  scales  can  be  separated. 
The  stone  is  very  light  in  weight,  floats  in  water,  and  has  a  soft  almost 
soapy  feehng. 

Multiple  Gall-stones  are  more  frequent,  and  although  sometimes 
nearly  pure,  they  are  more  frequently  comj)osed  of  cholestearine  mixed 
with  bile  pigment  and  lime  salts.  There  may  be  two  or  three,  but 
they  may  be  present  in  large  numbers,  fifty,  a  himdred,  or  several 
himdreds.  If  few  they  may  be  comj)aratively  large,  but  if  numerous 
they  are  small,  the  bladder  sometimes  having  the  apjjearance  of  a  bag- 
filled  with  peas.  The  multiple  stones  are  always  facetted,  taking  their 
shape  according  as  there  is  room,  and  fitting  into  each  other.  In  ap- 
pearance they  have  been  compared  to  the  macerated  carpal  bones, 
having  somewhat  similar  facets,  and  often  presenting  a  similar  greyish 
colour,  although,  sometimes  yellow,  brown,  or  even  black.  They  are 
very  hght  in  weight,  and  on  section  present  little  of  the  glistening  ap- 
pearance or  radiating  arrangements  of  the  single  ones,  being  rather 
stratified,  more  deeply  pigmented  strata  alternating  with  less. 

Gall-stones  are  sometimes  met  with  which  are  composed  almost 
entirely  of  bile-pigment.  They  are  small  and  nearly  black,  and  occur 
in  considerable  numbers  at  a  time.  They  are  very  rare.  Sometimes 
there  are  stones  composed  mainly  of  Hme  salts,  especially  the  carbonate, 
but  these  also  are  very  rare. 

The  calculi  may  remain  long  in  the  gall-bladder,  which  may  be 
found  full  of  them,  and  with  no  bile  in  it.  Its  mucous  membrane 
may  be  inflamed,  and  the  calculi  surrounded  by  an  abundant  mucous 
secretion. 

On  the  other  hand  a  gall-stone  often  passes  into  the  cystic  duct, 
where  it  may  remain  for  a  time  and  obstruct  it.  After  a  time  it 
often  passes  on  into  the  ductus  choledochus.  The  last  part  of  this  duct 
is  narrow,  and,  if  the  stone  is  of  any  considerable  size,  it  usually  sticks 
here,  at  least  for  a  time.  By  dilating  the  duct  it  may  get  into  the  duo- 
denum, but  very  commonly  it  does  not  find  its  way  through  without 
ulceration,  and  sometimes  it  ulcerates  into  the  peritoneum,  producing 
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inflammation  of  this  serous  membrane.  Lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  duc- 
tus communis  it  obstructs  the  outflow  of  bile  and  produces  the  results 
to  be  presently  described.  When  it  gets  into  the  duodenum  it  usually 
passes  off  with  the  faeces,  but  if  large,  it  may  produce  obstruction  of  the 
intestine  at  some  point.  This  is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  only  in  the 
case  of  large  stones,  chiefly  of  the  solitary  kind. 

Obstruction  of  the  bile  ducts  and  its  results.  Obstruction 
occurs  from  various  causes,  of  which  the  commonest  is  that  just  con- 
sidered, namely,  gall-stones.  Inflammation  of  the  ducts  sometimes 
produces  obstruction,  the  inflammation  being  nearly  always  secondary. 
It  occurs  most  frequently  at  the  terminal  portion  of  the  ductus  com- 
munis from  prolongation  of  catarrh  from  the  stomach  and  duodenum. 
As  the  duct  here  is  narrow  a  trivial  inflammatory  swelling  may  produce 
an  obstruction,  which  the  bile,  possessing  a  low  pressure,  is  unable 
to  overcome.  Then  gall-stones  themselves  may  produce  inflammation, 
leading  to  a  more  or  less  prolonged  closure  of  the  ducts.  We  shall  see 
afterwards  that  inflammation  is  not  infrequently  a  consequence  of 
obstruction,  and  these  two  should  not  be  confounded.  Tumours  and 
inflmimations  around  the  duct  may  cause  obstruction.  This  is  not 
infrequently  the  case  with  cancers  where  the  head  of  the  pancreas 
or  the  lymphatic  glands  in  the  portal  region  of  the  liver  are  engaged. 
We  have  already  seen  that  an  obstruction  of  the  hepatic  ducts  in  the 
substance  of  the  liver  occurs  in  cancer  of  the  liver,  in  cirrhosis,  etc. 

The  results  of  obstruction  vary  according  to  the  site  of  the 
obstruction. 

If  the  cystic  duct  alone  be  obstructed  then  the  consequence  is 
that  no  bile  can  get  into  the  gall-bladder.  In  that  case  the  bladder  may 
shrink,  and  any  mucus  in  it  dry  in  and  perhaps  afterwards  become 
chalky.  In  many  cases,  however,  there  is  an  abundant  secretion 
of  mucus,  and  the  bladder  gets  filled  with  it.  The  mucus  often 
after  a  time  gives  way  to  a  more  fluid  secretion,  and  the  bladder  may 
be  converted  into  a  thin-walled  cyst,  which  may  be  as  large  as  the  fist 
with  clear  fluid  contents.  When  the  gall-bladder  is  thus  cut  off  and 
no  longer  available  as  a  store  for  the  bile,  there  sometimes  occurs  a 
dilatation  of  the  larger  bile  ducts,  so  that  the  bile  may  he  here  ms  ead 
of  in  the  gall-bladder,  and  pass  into  the  duodenum  during  digestion. 
This  constitutes  an  imperfect  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the  gall- 

^^1n  aie  case  of  OBSTRUCTION  OF  THE  DUCTUS  CHOLEDOCHUS,  there  is 
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of  course  stagnation  both  in  the  gall-bladder  and  in  the  whole  system  of 
bile  ducts.  The'  stagnation  tells  first  on  the  gall  bladder,  which  dilates 
readily  and  stores  up  the  bile.  There  may  even  be  rupture  of  the  gall- 
bladder from  excessive  dilatation.  If  the  obstruction  be  prolonged 
great  dilatation  occurs  throughout  the  whole  system,  and  serious 
changes  frequently  result  in  the  liver  itself. 

Next  to  the  gall-bladder  the  ductus  choledochus  and  the  larger  bile 
ducts,  which  are  not  supported  by  the  firm  liver  tissue,  are  most  liable 
to  dilate.  This  dilatation  may  be  very  extreme,  these  ducts  becoming 
sometimes  as  great  in  external  size  as  the  thumb,  and  sometimes  even 
going  on  to  rupture. 

In  the  liver  itself  the  dilatation  is  not  generally  so  great,  at  least  at 
first,  but  if  prolonged  it  may  lead  to  serious  dilatation  afterwards.  The 
first  result  on  the  proper  hepatic  tissue  is  staining  of  it  with  the  bile 
pigment.  The  hejDatic  cells  assume  a  deep  yellow  colour,  most  marked 
at  the  peripheral  parts  of  the  lobules,  being  the  parts  nearest  the 
bile  ducts.  In  these  the  bile  pigment  is  often  deposited  in  the 
granular  form,  as  green  or  brown  masses.  The  pigment  which  is  at 
first  brown,  may,  after  the  tissue  has  been  in  alcohol  or  other  fluid, 
become  gi-een.  These  conditions  indicate  the  re-absorption  of  the  bile, 
and  this  is  also  manifested  in  the  staining  of  all  the  tissues  of  the  body, 
forming  a  general  jaundice.  The  absorbed  biliary  colouring  matter  is 
often  deposited  in  the  uriniferous  tubules  of  the  kidney,  presumably  in 
the  process  of  excretion. 

Sometimes  considerable  atrophy  of  the  proper  tissue  of  the  liver 
occurs,  and  we  have  the  smaller  bile  ducts  dilated  and  forming  numerous 
cavities  or  cysts  throughout  the  liver.  This  probably  does  not  occur 
without  inflammation  of  the  ducts,  and  may  be  accompanied  by  ulcera- 
tion, so  that  the  cysts  are  cavities  like  those  occurring  in  the  lung  from 
dilatation  of  bronchi;  they  contain  inflammatory  products  as  well 
as  bile. 

There  is  sometimes  even  a  more  definite  acute  inflammation  of  the 
bile  ducts  apparently  from  decomposition  of  the  bile,  and  this  may  lead 
to  what  may  be  called  biliary  abscesses  which  contain  a  mixture  of 
pus  and  bile.  These  abscesses  may  contain  gall-stones  deposited  by  the 
stagnant  bile,  and  the  irritation  set  up  by  these  may  have  been  con- 
cerned in  causing  the  inflammation. 

According  to  Charcot  and  others,  as  previously  mentioned,  the 
stagnation  sometimes  leads  to  inflammation  of  the  connective  tissue  of 
the  liver,  producing  cirrhosis  of  the  hypertrophic  kind. 
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Tumours  of  the  bile  ducts  and  gall-bladder.  Of  these  the 
most  important  arc  the  cancers.  We  sometimes  meet  with  primary 
cancer  of  the  gall-bladder  resembling  in  structure  cancer  of  the  stomach 
and  intestine.  By  extension  it  may  largely  involve  the  liver  tissue. 
We  have  already  seen  that  some  of  the  cancers  of  the  liver  probably 
take  origin  in  the  finer  bile  ducts  in  its  substance. 


C— THE  PANCREAS. 

In  some  aspects  the  diseases  of  the  pancreas  are  not  of  very  great 
practical  importance.  Although  the  secretion  of  the  gland  is  known 
to  have  important  functions  in  the  digestion  of  food,  the  starches, 
albuminates,  and  fats  being  all  affected  by  it,  yet  lesions  of  the  gland 
which  destroy  its  functions  seem  to  be  compensated  l)y  the  other 
secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal.  On  the  other  hand,  the  diseases  of 
this  organ,  and  especially  cancers,  may  affect  neighbouring  structures, 
and  cause  serious  disturbances  around. 

The  pancreas  has  the  structure  of  a  salivary  gland,  consisting 
of  glandular  acini  whose  ducts  communicate  with  a  main  duct  lying  in 
the  centre  of  the  gland  (Wirsung's  duct)  and  opening  into  the  duodenum 
in  common  ^vith  the  ductus  choledochus. 

The  pancreas  is  occasionally  the  seat  of  hemorrhages  into  its  sub- 
stance. These  may  be  the  result  of  injuries  to  the  abdominal  wall  or 
the  consequence  of  passive  hyperaemia  in  diseases  of  the  heart,  lungs  or 
liver.  Some  cases  of  sudden  death  have  been  recorded  by  Zenker, 
Hooper  and  Klebs,  in  which  the  most  obvious  lesion  was  haemor- 
rhage into  the  substance  of  this  gland.  It  is  supposed  that  the  lesion 
caused  pressure  on  the  neighbouring  cceliac  plexus  and  semilunar 
ganglion  and  a  consequent  reflex  paralysis  of  the  heart,  just  as  paralysis 
of  the  heart  is  producible  by  blows  on  the  abdomen  (Goltz's  experi- 
ment). 

Inflammations  of  the  pancreas  are  of  various  Idnds.  We  have 
suppurative  pancreatitis  like  suppurative  parotitis,  resulting  in  abscesses; 
also  indurative  interstitial  inflammation  with  loss  of  gland  tissue,  this 
condition  being  sometimes  of  syphilitic  origin. 
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Atrophy  of  the  pancreas  is  observed  often  as  a  part  of  general 
emaciation,  but  it  has  been  found  in  a  good  many  cases  of  dia- 
betes mellitus.  It  can  hardly  be  held  that  the  destruction  of  the 
function  of  the  pancreas  is  the  cause  of  the  diabetes,  and  the  probability 
is  that,  as  Klebs  suggests,  the  primary  condition  is  disease  of  the  cojliac 
plexus  causing  vaso-motor  paralysis  (see  p.  69). 

Fatty  Infiltration  of  the  pancreas  is  one  of  the  commonest  lesions 
of  this  gland.  There  is  normally  some  adipose  tissue  in  the  midst  of 
the  gland,  and  this  sometimes  undergoes  considerable  increase,  the 
proper  glandular  substance  becoming  atrophied,  and  adipose  tissue 
taking  its  place,  the  shape  and  general  appearance  of  the  gland  being 
preserved.  The  condition  may  be  part  of  a  general  obesity,  or  it  may 
occur  in  old  age,  and,  in  this  latter  case,  it  may  be  presumed  that 
atrophy  of  the  glandular  tissue  is  the  first  condition,  the  adipose  tissue 
developing  afterwards,  as  in  fatty  infiltration  of  voluntary  muscle. 

The  glandular  structure  sometimes  undergoes  CLOUDY  SWELLING  in 
common  with  that  of  the  liver  and  other  organs  in  the  acute  fevers. 
Fatty  degeneration  is  also  met  with. 

Tuberculosis  is  not  common  in  the  pancreas,  but  we  meet  Avith 
caseous  masses  having  the  characters  of  a  local  tuberculosis.  More  fre- 
quently the  pancreas  is  involved  secondarily  in  a  tuberculosis  arising  in 
neighbouring  lymphatic  glands. 

Of  the  tumours  of  the  pancreas  cancer  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant. It  occurs  most  frequently  in  the  head,  rarely  in  the  body  or  tail. 
It  is  mostly  a  dense  tumour  of  fibrous  appearance  (scirrhus),  but  cases 
of  soft  and  of  colloid  cancer  have  been  seen.  The  cancer  often  pro- 
duces obstniction  of  Wirsung's  duct,  or  produces  still  more 
serious  results  by  obstructing  the  ductus  choledochus.  It  may 
even  by  its  retraction  cause  a  partial  obstruction  of  the  duodenum. 
There  may  arise  in  this  way  considerable  disturbances  from  the*  contin- 
uous extension  of  the  tumour.  We  may  also  have  secondary  tumours 
in  lymphatic  glands,  liver  or  peritoneum.  It  is  to  be  added  that  can- 
cers of  the  stomach  or  duodenum  may  extend  to  the  pancreas,  and  that 
the  gland  may  be  the  seat  of  metastatic  tumours  when  the  disease  be- 
comes generalized. 

The  Pancreatic  Duct  (Wirsung's)  is  liable  to  certain  changes. 
Concretions  occur  in  it,  comparable  to  those  of  the  salivary  glands. 
They  are  mostly  round  or  oval  and  white  or  greyish  white.    In  siiie 
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they  have  been  met  with  as  large  as  a  hazel  nut  or  larger,  but  they  are 
usually  small  like  grains  of  sand.  They  are  composed  chiefly  of  car- 
bonate and  phosphate  of  lime.  They  very  often  arise  in  dilated  ducts, 
but  if  largo  may  cause  dilatation  by  obstructing  the  duct. 

Obstruction  and  dilatation  of  Wirsung's  canal  may  arise,  as  we 
have  seen,  from  calculi,  cancers  of  the  head  of  the  pancreas,  or  from 
tumours  in  the  neighbourhood.  Dilatation  also  occurs  secondarily  to 
atrophy  of  the  gland.  The  dilated  duct  forms  a  series  of  pouches,  or 
else  there  is  a  more  definitely  localized  dilatation  so  that  actual  cysts 
are  formed.  This  latter  will  occur  when  the  orifice  is  completely 
obstructed ;  the  cysts  may  reach  the  size  of  the  fist  or  that  of  a  child's 
head,  and  these  are  sometimes  designated  RANULA  pancrkatica.  The 
contents  of  the  dilated  duct  may  be  simply  the  fluid  secretion,  but 
sometimes  there  is  thickening  of  the  contents  and  even  haemorrhage. 
In  this  way  we  may  have  coagula  causing  the  cysts  to  look  like  aneur- 
isms, all  the  more  as  the  lining  of  the  cyst  may  become  the  seat  of 
calcareous  plates  like  the  internal  coat  of  an  artery  in  aneurism. 


D.— THE  PERITONEUM. 


Introductory.- — The  peritoneum  which  is  stretched  over  so  many 
different  organs,  and  has  so  many  recesses  and  pouches,  is  very  liable  to 
be  affected  by  diseases  having  their  source  outside  itself. 

It  is  necessary  here  to  make  some  reference  to  the  general  relations 
of  the  peritoneal  sac.  It  is  a  large  lymph  sac  and  fluid  is  continuously 
circulating  through  it.  The  surface  of  the  membrane  is  covered  with 
endothelium,  and  there  are  innumerable  apertures  or  stomata  by  which 
it  communicates  with  lymphatic  vessels  beneath.  It  is  proved  by  ex- 
periment that  finely  divided  solid  material  introduced  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  is  very  readily  absorbed  and  carried  into  the  lymphatics. 
The  transudation  fluid  which  normally  passes  out  of  the  blood-vessels  is 
doubtless  absorbed  by  the  stomata  throughout  the  peritoneum,  but 
there  are  two  localities  in  which  its  absorption  presents  points  of 
peculiar  interest. 

From  certain  facts  to  be  afterwards  referred  to  in  connection  with 
tuberculosis  and  cancer  of  the  peritoneum,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the 


THE  PERITONEUM. 


665 


ORE  AT  OMENTUM  is  Specially  concerned  in  the  process  of  absorption. 
This  double  layer  of  peritoneum  lying  free  in  the  cavity  may  be  re- 
garded as  A  DRAIN  by  means  of  which  the  fluid  is  drawn  off. 

The  relation  of  the  DIAPHRAGM  to  the  process  of  absorption  is  also 
important,  and  has  already  been  referred  to  in  considering  the  subject  of 
acute  pleurisy.  The  lymphatics  of  the  diaphragm  communicate  on  the 
one  hand  with  the  peritoneal  sac  and  on  the  other  with  the  pleura,  so 
that  fluid  and  finely  divided  solids  may  be  carried  through  from  one  to 
the  other.  It  is  probable  that  the  general  course  of  the  current  is  from 
peritoneum  to  pleura,  although  it  may  be  reversed. 

It  is  very  important  to  bear  in  mind  this  great  power  of  absorption 
possessed  by  the  peritoneum,  especially  in  relation  to  septic  processes. 
The  products  of  septic  decomposition  as  well  as  the  organisms  which 
produce  these  changes  may  be  absorbed,  and  that  sometimes  in  such 
quantity  as  to  produce  fatal  results  before  they  have  had  time  to  induce 
any  considerable  local  effects.  Hence  it  is  that  septic  processes  in  the 
peritoneum  are  so  serious  and  lead  so  commonly  to  septicaemia. 

The  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  sac  is  not  at  rest,  but  circulates,  and  the 
movements  of  the  intestines  doubtless  have  to  do  with  its  transportation 
from  place  to  place.  This  fact  is  also  of  great  importance,  because  we 
shall  find  that  when  any  pathogenic  agent  is  introduced  into  the  peri- 
toneal cavity  it  is  generally  carried  to  every  part  of  the  sac  and  produces 
its  effects  in  every  region.  Abundant  examples  of  this  are  afforded  by 
tubercidosis  of  the  peritoneum,  inflammations,  and  so  on. 


DISORDERS  OF  THE  CIRCULATION  IN  THE  PERITONEUM. 

Active  Hyper.«mia  of  the  peritoneum  is  not  a  condition  of  much 
practical  importance.  It  is  produced  when  from  any  cause  a  general 
relaxation  of  the  arteries  in  the  sac  occurs.  Leaving  inflammation  out 
of  account,  this  will  hardly  occur  except  as  a  result  of  sudden  removal 
of  extra  pressure  from  these  vessels.  If  a  large  ovarian  tumour  be  re- 
moved from  the  abdomen,  or  ascitic  fluid  drawn  off,  the  arteries,  which 
have  previously  accommodated  themselves  to  the  undue  pressure  on 
their  walls,  will  relax,  and  a  hyperajmia  result.  The  hyperaimia  may 
result  in  the  occurrence  of  a  peculiar  form  of  chronic  hemorrhagic  peri- 
tonitis, comparable  with  hiemorrhagic  pachymeningitis  (see  p.  477), 
the  effused  blood  being  here  also  sometimes  a  prominent  feature  (hema- 
toma OF  the  peritoneum).  As  in  the  other  case  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  there  is  an  inflammation  preliminary  to  the  hemorrhage,  or 
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whether  the  hypersemia  induces  bleeding,  the  succeeding  organization  of 
the  clot  leading  to  the  formation  of  a  membranous  layer  on  its  surface. 
Where  ascitic  fluid  has  been  drawn  off  many  times,  there  may  be  several 
layers  of  soft  membrane  on  the  surface  of  the  peritoneum,  the  innermost 
being  the  most  delicate  and  the  newest. 

Passive  Hyperemia  occurs  as  a  result  of  obstruction  to  the  portal 
circulation  either  alone  or  as  part  of  a  general  venous  hypersemia.  It 
is  chiefly  important  in  relation  to  ascites,  of  which  it  is  the  most 
frequent  cause. 

Ascites. — This  name  is  given  to  dropsy  of  the  peritoneal  cavity, 
and  it  occurs  as  the  result  either  of  excessive  transudation  of  fluid  from 
the  blood-vessels,  or  diminished  absorption  by  the  lymphatics. 

It  is  sometimes  merely  a  part  of  a  general  oedema,  occurring  in 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  lungs,  in  Bright's  disease,  and  in  anaemic  states. 
But  it  is  peculiarly  prone  to  occur  when  the  portal  circulation  is 
specially  obstructed.  This  may  happen  by  the  portal  vein  being  the 
seat  of  thrombosis,  or  pressed  on  from  without,  but  more  frequently  it 
is  by  some  lesion  in  the  liver  itself,  such  as  cirrhosis  or  cancer,  which 
obstructs  the  portal  vessels,  as  it  were,  in  detail. 

In  these  cases  the  ascites  is  from  increased  transudation,  and  it  is 
much  less  common  to  have  it  occurring  from  interference  with  absorp- 
tion. This  may  have  something  to  do  with  it,  however,  in  cases  of 
cancer  of  the  peritoneum,  where  the  numerous  cancerous  tumours 
originate  from  material  carried  into  the  lymphatic  channels  and  grow- 
ing there.  These  tumours  will  necessarily  obstruct  the  lymphatics  to  a 
large  extent  in  detail,  although  they  may  also  produce  by  their  irritation 
a  hyper£emia  of  the  peritoneal  vessels.  In  a  similar  way  the  dropsy  of 
tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum,  although  mainly  inflammatory,  may  to 
some  extent  be  referred  to  obstruction  of  the  paths  of  absorption. 

Ascites  is  of  occasional  occurrence  in  connection  with  obstruction 
OF  THE  THORACIC  DUCT  by  tumours,  aneurisms,  thrombosis,  etc.,  inter- 
fering with  the  duct  or  with  the  vein  into  which  the  duct  opens.  If 
the  obstruction  be  complete  there  is  great  distension  of  the  duct  and  its 
radicles  below  the  seat  of  obstruction.  Occasionally  an  actual  rupture 
occurs,  and  the  chylous  fluid  passes  into  the  pleural  or  the  peritoneal 
cavity.  The  fluid  is  in  this  case  a  whitish  milky  material,  and  we  have 
the  conditions  named  respectively,  chylous  hydrothorax  and  CHYLOUS 
ASCITES.  The  fluid  contains  abundant  leucocytes  in  which  are  fat 
granules. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  PERITONEUM — PERITONITIS. 


The  fluid  in  ascites  is  contained  in  the  general  sac  of  the  peritoneum, 
but  where  adhesions  have  previously  existed  it  may  be  confined  to 
particular  parts,  and  sacculated.  Sometimes  also,  in  children,  there  is 
a  dropsy  between  the  folds  of  the  omentum. 

The  character  of  the  fluid  in  ascites  is  that  of  ordinary  transuda- 
tions, a  clear,  slightly  yellow,  limpid  fluid  of  low  specific  gravity. 
After  it  has  stood  for  a  time  it  often  deposits  a  very  gelatinous  coagulum 
of  fibrine.    In  some  cases  the  fluid  is  slightly  milky  (chylous  ascites). 

In  prolonged  ascites  the  peritoneum  is  apt  to  get  somewhat  thick- 
ened, especially  when  puncture  has  been  frequently  performed.  The 
great  omentum  is  not  infrequently  gathered  up  so  as  to  be  thicker  and 
shorter  than  usual,  and  in  that  case  it  will  act  less  efficiently  as  a  drain. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  PEEITONEUM.— PEEITONITIS. 

Inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  is  very  seldom  spontaneous  in  its 
origin.  It  seems  remarkable  that,  compared  with  the  pleura  or  peri- 
cardium, this  membrane  is  so  seldom  the  seat  of  independent 
inflammation  as  a  result,  for  instance,  of  the  irritation  of  the  blood 
in  acute  rheumatism,  or  of  the  more  vague  causes  of  irritation  desig- 
nated as  cold. 

The  peritoneum  is,  however,  peculiarly  liable  to  inflammation  of  a 
secondary  character,  the  irritant  proceeding  either  from  without  as  in 
wounds  of  the  abdomen,  or  from  one  of  the  organs  lying  beneath  the 
membrane. 

Mere  exposure  to  the  air  or  the  entrance  of  air  into  the  abdominal 
cavity  does  not  induce  peritonitis,  and  even  a  somewhat  prolonged 
cooling  of  the  membrane,  as  during  an  operation,  does  not  seem  to 
lead  to  inflammation. 

Most  of  the  INFLAMMATIONS  of  the  peritoneum  are  septic,  that  is  to 
say,  they  are  due  to  the  presence  and  propagation  of  bacteria,  usually 
in  the  form  of  micrococci,  and  the  irritating  chemical  products  which 
result.  Those  who  are  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which  bacteria 
propagate  in  suitable  fluids  will  not  be  astonished  that  a  limited  inocu- 
lation of  septic  material  produces  a  very  rapid  propagation  in  the 
peritoneum.  The  conditions  are  here  peculiarly  favourable  to  this. 
The  movements  of  the  intestine  and  the  normal  circulation  of  the  peri- 
toneal fluid  carry  the  septic  particles  hither  and  thither,  so  that  they  are 
sown  over  an  extensive  surface,  and  supplied  with  nutritive  material. 
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The  warmth  of  the  cavity  also  favours  their  propagation.  80  it  happens 
that  in  comparatively  few  liours  we  may  have  an  intense  inflammation, 
or  we  may  have,  as  already  stated,  such  an  absorption  as  to  cause  death 
hy  scpticiBmia  before  considerable  inflammation  can  develop. 

The  septic  inoculation  may  take  place  by  a  wound  in  the  abdomen, 
made  by  accident  or  by  an  operation.  More  frequently  the  source  is  an 
underlying  organ,  as  the  stomach,  or  intestine,  or  the  uterus  after 
delivery.  In  regard  to  the  last-mentioned  source,  acute  peritonitis  is 
often  a  special  feature  in  puerperal  fe'ver,  and  as  this  disease  occurs  in 
epidemics  and  is  highly  contagious,  we  must  infer  that  there  is  some- 
thing specific  in  the  organism  Avhich  causes  it. 

The  septic  inflammations  partake  of  the  character  of  similar  inflam- 
mations in  the  pericardium  and  pleura.  They  are  pre-eminently  acute, 
and  tend  rapidly  towards  suppuration.  At  first  there  is  hypersemia 
and  a  serous  and  fibrinous  exudation.  The  exuded  fibrine  is  visible  on 
free  surfaces  as  a  soft  yellow  layer,  and  is  often  present  in  the  fluid  as 
yellow  flakes.  It  glues  together  surfaces  which  are  in  contact,  such  as 
the  loops  of  the  intestine,  but  the  adhesions  are  not  firm  ;  thej''  can  be 
readily  separated,  and  the  gluing  material  is  seen  to  have  a  soft  gelatin- 
ous character.  As  the  inflammation  goes  on,  the  fibrinous  exudation, 
which  from  the  first  contains  very  numerous  leucocytes  and  is 
correspondingly  soft,  becomes  still  more  infiltrated  with  these,  and 
assumes  the  characters  of  pus.  Pus  may  be  found  in  some  parts,  while 
in  others  there  is  still  the  soft  fibrinous  exudation.  Thus  pus  may 
be  found  in  the  neitchbourhood  of  the  original  source  of  the  inflamma- 
tion,  as  around  the  vermiform  appendage,  the  inflammation  being  here 
more  intense  or  of  longer  standing.  The  pus,  and  even  any  free 
fibrine  that  may  exist,  commonly  gravitate  to  dependent  parts,  and 
we  may  find  a  collection  of  yellow  pus  in  the  pelvis,  and  especially 
in  Douglas's  pouch. 

The  peritoneum  presents  in  its  finer  details  changes  similar  to  those 
in  septic  pleurisy  and  pericarditis.  The  endothelial  cells  are  separated, 
and  the  connective  tissue  opened  out  by  serous  fluid  and  leucocytes. 
The  underlying  tissues  are  also  altered,  especially  the  wall  of  the 
intestine.  The  subserous,  muscular,  and  mucous  coats  are  often 
oedematous  and  thickened.  There  is  not  infrequently  considerable 
tympanitic  distension  of  the  intestine  from  paralysis  of  its  muscular 
coat.  This  meteorism  is  sometimes  a  peculiarly  distressing  feature  in 
puerperal  fever. 

It  will  be  inferred  that  septic  peritonitis,  if  general,  is  almost  neces- 
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sarily  fatal.  Sometimes  it  is  localized  by  adhesions,  and  even  after 
the  occurrence  of  suppuration  may  subside  and  give  place  to  chronic 
inflammation. 

Chronic  peritonitis,  whether  developing  out  of  the  acute  form  or 
occurring  in  connection  with  disease  in  an  underlying  organ,  is  charac- 
terized by  new-formation  of  connective  tissue,  frequently  with  adhesion 
of  opposing  surfaces.  The  details  of  this  process  are  similar  to  those 
in  chronic  pleurisy,  etc.  ;  it  remains  here  to  specify  some  of  the  more 
common  occasions  of  the  affection. 

A  diffuse  chronic  peritonitis  sometimes  develops  in  the  course  of 
Bright's  disease.  There  is  also  commonly,  in  cases  of  secondary  cancer 
of  the  peritoneum,  a  general  chronic  peritonitis. 

Local  thickenings  of  the  capsule  of  the  liver  and  spleen  are  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  connection  with  diseases  in  these  organs  or  their 
neighbourhood.  Sometimes  the  connective  tissue  is  hard,  almost  like 
cartilage.  Very  commonly  there  is  adhesion  to  the  parts  around,  espe- 
cially to  the  diaphragm.  On  the  other  hand,  the  diaphragm  may  be 
adherent  by  reason  of  the  extension  of  an  inflammation  from  the  pleura, 
the  irritant  having  passed  downwards  in  a  direction  contrary  to  that  of 
the  usual  circulation. 

The  peritoneum  around  the  female  generative  organs  is  liable  to 
very  frequent  local  chronic  inflammations  (perimetritis),  resulting  in 
complex  adhesions  and  mattings  of  the  pelvic  organs.  The  contraction 
of  the  new-formed  connective  tissue  may  cause  considerable  distortion 
of  these  organs. 

TUBEECULOSIS  OF  THE  PERITONEUM. 

Tubercular  Peritonitis. — This  disease  is  usually  a  primary  and 
independent  one,  due  to  the  existence  of  the  tubercular  virus  in  the 
peritoneal  cavity.  It  may  seem  at  first  sight  remarkable  that  tubercular 
ulcers  of  the  intestine  hardly  ever  give  rise  to  a  general  t^^bercu]osis 
of  the  peritoneum.  We  have  seen  that  in  connection  with  these  ulcers 
tubercles  are  formed  in  the  muscular  coat  and  very  commonly  beneath 
or  in  the  peritoneum,  and  it  might  seem  probable  that  the  virus  would 
get  readily  into  the  peritoneal  cavity.  But  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  the  lymph  circulation  is  from  the  surface  of  the  peritoneal 
cavity  into  the  substance  of  the  membrane,  and  that  the  normal 
currents  will  not  carry  the  virus  into  the  sac.    Whether  this  be  the 
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true  explanation  or  not,  it  is  rare  for  tubercular  ulcers  to  produce 
tuberculosis. 

In  tubercular  peritonitis  the  virus  gets  into  the  sac,  and  is  carried 
hither  and  thither  throughout  it  by  the  regular  circulation.  The  conse- 
quence is  the  formation  of  innumerable  tubercular  nodules  and  an 
inflammation  of  the  peritoneum.  It  is  not  clear,  however,  in  most 
cases,  how  the  virus  gets  into  the  peritoneum.  In  a  few  cases 
the  tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum  has  obviously  had  its  origin 
in  a  local  tuberculosis  of  the  testis  and  vas  deferens,  and  has 
begun  in  the  inguinal  region  where  the  vas  deferens  approaches  the 
peritoneum.  But  in  the  majority  of  cases  no  such  source  of  infection 
can  be  found,  and  although  commonly  the  person  is  in  a  state  of  ill 
health  before  the  tuberciilosis  begins  to  manifest  itself,  and  may  have 
scrofulous  tubercular  manifestations  elsewhere,  yet  the  disease  may 
supervene  in  persons  apparently  healthy  and  robust.  We  can  only 
say  that  the  formation  of  tubercles  in  every  part  of  the  peritoneum, 
and  the  fact  that  by  reason  of  the  communications  through  the 
diaphragm  they  also  spring  up  in  the  pleura,  are  sufficient  evidences 
of  the  existence  of  an  infective  material  in  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

When  a  case  of  tubercular  peritonitis  is  examined  post  mortem,  we 
find  evidences  of  chronic  inflammation  in  the  form  of  thickening  of  the 
peritoneum  and  multiplied  vascular  adhesions  in  every  part.  The  loops 
of  the  intestine  are  adherent  to  each  other,  and  the  superficial  ones 
to  the  anterior  wall  of  the  abdomen,  the  omentum  is  adherent  to 
the  intestine,  the  liver  to  the  diaphragm,  and  so  on.  In  the  midst 
of  these  adhesions  are  numerous  yellow  masses  of  very  various  sizes, 
some  as  large  as  split-peas,  and  usually  flat.  These  caseous  masses  are 
composed  of  groups  of  tubercles  which  have  very  much  the  character  of 
those  found  in  tubercular  pericarditis.  The  caseous  tubercles  have 
developed  in  the  usual  way  out  of  grey  mihary  tubercles,  and  ex- 
amination will  usually  show  examples  in  the  various  intermediate 
stages. 

The  condition  of  THE  OMENTUM  is  worthy  of  special  mention.  It  is 
drawn  together  and  thickened,  and  closely  adherent  to  the  intestine 
and  wall  of  the  abdomen,  while  in  its  substance  numerous  tubercular 
masses  are  to  be  found. 

All  these  conditions  indicate  a  chronic  inflammation,  accompanied  as 
usual  by  the  new-formation  of  vascular  connective  tissue  with  con- 
sequent adhesion.  The  yellow  caseous  masses  are  collections  of 
tubercles  mostly  obsolete,  just  as  the  caseous  tubercles  of  the  brain 
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are  ,;  and  here,  as  there,  we  may  find  recent  tubercles  at  the  margins  of 

the  caseous  masses.  ,     -,  , 

While  this  is  the  usual  condition  found  after  death  there  is  reason 
to  believe  that  the  inflammation  in  the  earlier  stages  is  more  acute. 
There  is  often  at  first  considerable  accumulation  of  serous  exudation  m 
the  abdomen.  This  is  by  and  by  for  the  most  part  absorbed,  giving 
place  to  adhesive  inflammation,  but  often  there  is  serous  fluid  among 
the  adhesions,  and  during  life  the  hand  on  the  abdomen  may  sometimes 
enable  one  to  detect  the  movement  of  fluid  from  space  to  space  among 
the  adhesions.  The  disease  may  be  recovered  from  in  these  earHer  stages, 
the  virus  being  apparently  overcome  by  the  reinvigorated  forces  of ^  the 
body.  On  the  other  hand  the  inflammation  produced  is  sometimes 
more  acute  than  usual,  and  in  rare  cases  may  be  fibrinous  and  sup- 
purative. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  tubercular  pleurisy  often  de- 
velops in  association  with  tubercular  peritonitis.  There  is  in  the  pleura 
for  the  -most  part  a  serous  exudation,  and  as  the  eruption  is  usually  re- 
cent the  tubercles  are  in  the  form  of  small  white  or  grey  nodules. 
They  are  commonly  grouped  mainly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  pleural 
cavity,  in  this  way  indicating  the  source  of  the  infective  material. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  peritoneum  is  sometimes  met  with  in  acute 
MILIARY  TUBERCULOSIS,  but  it  is  not  frequent,  and  the  appearances 
are  altogether  diff"erent  to  those  of  tubercular  peritonitis.  In  the  case 
of  general  tuberculosis  the  virus  is  in  the  blood,  and  the  tubercles  de- 
velop in  connection  with  the  blood-vessels  and  not  specially  on  the 
surface.  Besides,  the  disease  proves  fatal  so  soon  that  there  is  not 
time  for  the  occurrence  of  adhesive  inflammation  or  the  development  of 
groups  of  tubercles.  The  tubercles  are  very  small  grey  nodules  hardly 
visible  to  the  naked  eye  and  specially  abundant  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  abdomen  and  omentum. 

TUMOURS  OF  THE  PEEITONEUM. 

These  are  rarely  primary.  Several  cases  of  retroperitoneal 
SARCOMA  have  been  described  in  which  a  tumour  of  very  large  size  has 
formed  and  distended  the  abdominal  cavity. 

Sometimes  we  meet  with  bulky  gelatinous  tumours  in  the  abdomen, 
and  the  recognition  of  the  exact  nature  of  some  of  them  is  matter  of 
considerable  difiiculty.     Colloid  cancer  of  the  stomach  and  intestine 
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not  infrequently,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  passes  on  till  it  reaches 
the  peritoneum,  and  may  result  in  the  formation  of  bulky  gelatinous 
masses  there.  But,  besides  that,  there  are  primary  tumours  of  the 
peritoneum  which  belong  to  the  class  of  cylindroma  or  plexieorm 
ANGIOSAIICOMA.  In  these  cases  there  is  a  new-formation  of  blood- 
vessels in  whose  adventitia  is  produced  a  peculiar  gelatinous  tissue. 
These  tumours  may  attain  a  large  size,  weighing  as  much  as  forty 
pounds. 

Secondary  cancer  of  the  peritoneum  will  be  considered  in  the 
next  section  more  fully  and  need  not  be  taken  up  here. 

Lympho-sarcoma  is  not  such  a  common  tumour  here  as  in  the 
mediastinum,  but  it  sometimes  originates  in  the  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
mesentery  and  involves  all  the  neighbouring  structures.  We  may  thus 
have  bulky  tumours  occupying  the  place  of  a  portion  of  the  niesentery 
and  intestine,  and  repeating  roughly  the  anatomical  relations  of  these. 

THE  SECONDAEY  EXTENSION  OF  CANCERS  OF  THE 
ABDOMINAL  OEGANS. 

We  have  seen  in  the  study  of  the  diseases  of  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tine that  the  cancers  of  these  organs  very  often  lead  to  secondary 
tumours  in  the  liver  and  peritoneum,  and  it  may  be  well  to  consider 
here  more  systematically  what  paths  the  infective  material  follows  in 
passing  from  the  primary  tumour  to  the  seat  of  the  secondary  growths. 

The  Secondary  Growths  in  the  Liver,  in  the  case  of  cancers  of 
the  organs  mentioned,  form  in  connection  with  the  portal  vessels,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  material  is  brought  to  the  liver  through  the 
portal  vein  from  its  radicles.  But  the  question  remains,  how  does 
the  cancerous  material  find  its  way  into  the  radicles  of  the  portal 
vein  1  We  know  that,  as  a  rule,  in  external  cancers  the  secondar}- 
tumours  occur  uniformly  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  it  is  only  after 
these  "have  been  long  involved  that  the  cancerous  material  reaches  the 
blood.  We  have  to  inquire  whether  the  alimentary  canal  is  in  this 
regard  placed  in  any  different  position  to  external  organs  or  whether 
any  other  explanation  may  be  practicable. 

For  one  thing,  we  find  in  almost  all  cases  of  cancer  of  the  stomach 
the  lymphatic  glands  near  it  involved.  They  are  the  seat  of  cancerous 
growth,  although  perhaps  not  very  large.  This  raises  the  question  whether. 
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after  all,  the  real  course  of  events  in  the  abdomen  is  not,  first,  metas- 
tasis to  the  lymphatic  glands  and  then  from  the  glands  into  the  radicles 
of  the  portal  vein.  In  that  case  the  formation  of  tumours  in  the  liver 
would  be  an  occurrence  comparable  to  the  generalization  of  external 
cancers,  where  the  blood  becomes  the  vehicle  of  infection  and  tumours 
spring  up  all  over  the  body,  the  material  being  carried  by  the  systemic 
arteries.  The  tumours  in  the  lymphatic  glands  would  thus  be  the 
secondary  and  those  in  the  liver  really  tertiary. 

Siipposing  this  view  to  be  correct,  then  it  follows  that  if  a  cancer  of 
the  stomach  or  intestine  causes  secondary  growths  in  lymphatic  glands 
whose  veins  are  not  radicles  of  the  portal,  the  tumours  of  the  tertiary 
order  would  not  be  in  the  liver  but  in  the  lungs,  or  beyond  the  lungs, 
in  organs  fed  by  the  systemic  arteries. 

The  author  met  with  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  stomach  in  which,  in- 
stead of  the  glands  immediately  outside  its  wall  as  is  usually  the  case, 
the  pre-vertebral  glands  were  enlarged  and  cancerous.  One  of  these 
was  adherent  to  the  wall  of  the  inferior  vena  cava,  and  on  opening  this 
vein  a  little  white  thrombus  was  seen  peeping  out  of  a  small  branch 
which  emerged  from  the  enlarged  gland  into  the  vein.  There  were  can- 
cerous thrombi  in  other  veins  within  these  glands,  and  on  microscopic 
examination  it  was  found  that  the  cancerous  tissue  in  the  glands  had 
largely  broken  up  the  veins,  and  epithelial  cells  were  found  in  them 
along  with  the  blood.  In  this  case  there  were  innumerable  cancerous 
embolisms  in  the  lungs.  Fig.  235,  p.  562,  shows  a  section  of  the  lung 
with  two  arteries  completely  occluded  with  solid  material,  and  vrith  a 
high  power  cancer  cells  could  be  seen  in  these  vessels.  As  shown  in 
the  fig-ure,  and  the  one  following  it,  there  were  outside  the  arteries  well- 
formed  epithehal  processes  apparently  inside  the  lymphatic  spaces. 

This  case  would  seem  to  indicate  that  cancers  in  lymphatic  glands 
^^y,  breaking  up  the  gland,  penetrate  into  the  venous  radicles  in 
the  gland,  and  so  pass  into  the  general  circulation.  It  seems  a  legitimate 
inference  from  this  exceptional  case  that  when  the  liver  becomes  in- 
volved in  cancer  of  the  ahmentary  canal,  it  does  so  by  the  portal  blood 
becoming  infected  through  the  lymphatic  glands. 

There  remains  one  possible  difficulty  in  the  way  of  accepting 
this  view.  In  external  cancers  it  is  exceptional  for  the  general  circula- 
tion to  become  infected.  The  disease  generally  ends  by  infecting  the 
lymphatic  glands,  whereas  in  cancers  of  the  abdominal  organs  the  liver 
is  affected  in  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases.  But  this  difficulty  also  is 
hardly  insurmountable.    A  person  with  a  cancer  of  the  mamma,  let  us 
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say,  very  commonly  dies  from  the  ulceration  of  the  primary  or  secondary 
growth,  or  of  both.  The  lymphatic  glands  of  the  axilla  being  situated 
externally,  are  liable  to  ulceration,  and  the  patient  usually  dies  before 
the  infection  has  reached  the  general  circulation.  In  the  case  of 
abdominal  cancers,  however,  the  organs  themselves,  and  especially 
the  lymphatic  glands,  are  protected  by  their  position,  and  the  cancers 
are  not  so  apt  to  interfere  with  the  general  health  as  external  cancers 
are.  If  the  history  of  even  an  extensively  idcerating  cancer  of  the 
stomach  be  compared  with  that  of  a  cancer  of  the  mamma,  the  difference 
will  be  very  apparent.  If  the  cancer  of  the  stomach  does  not  produce 
vomiting  or  stricture  of  the  pylorus,  there  may  be  for  a  long  period 
very  little  disturbance  of  the  general  health,  and  little  more  than 
symptoms  of  dyspepsia.  It  seems  probable,  from  the  history  of  some 
cases,  that  a  cancer  of  the  stomach  may  go  on  for  many  years  without 
causing  death.  The  abdominal  lymphatic  glands  are  still  more  pro- 
tected. They  practically  never  ulcerate,  and  in  relation  to  direct  injury 
to  health  cancer  in  them  is  of  little  account. 

It  seems  probable,  then,  that  in  cases  where  the  liver  is  affected  the 
disease  is  of  much  longer  duration  in  its  primary  seat  than  is  often 
suspected.  Cases  of  multiple  cancer  of  the  liver  are  often  examined 
after  death,  in  which  no  suspicion  has  existed  during  life  of  the  exist- 
ence of  a  primary  tumour  in  the  stomach,  and  this  tumour  may  possibly 
have  been  going  on  for  a  period  whose  duration  cannot  in  any  way  be 
gathered. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  the  portal  blood  is  infected  only  in  the 
way  indicated.  It  is  possible  that  a  cancer  may  make  its  Avay  through 
the  walls  of  the  veins  directly,  just  as  an  external  cancer  sometimes 
penetrates  a  vein. 

We  have  now  to  consider  the  case  of  CANCEROUS  infection  of  the 
PERITONEUM  by  extension  of  cancer  from  the  abdominal  organs.  The 
seat  of  the  cancer  may  be  any  of  the  abdominal  organs ;  the  perito- 
neum becomes  infected  when  the  cancerous  material  finds  its  way  into 

the  cavity.  j  x 

There  are  some  cancers  which  have  comparatively  httle  tendency  to 
extend  along  the  lymphatics  to  the  glands,  but  prefer  to  insinuate  them- 
selves among  neighbouring  structures,  and  advance  by  continuity 
of  tissue  This  applies  especially  to  colloid  cancer,  which  often  grows 
throu-h  the  wall  of  the  stomach  or  intestine,  while  the  glands  are 
hardly  at  all  affected.    We  can  understand  that  a  cancer  with  such 
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a  rigid  stroma  as  this  form  has,  and  with  cells  which  so  readily  swell  up 
and  become  transformed,  will  not  readily  allow  of  transportation  of  its 
elements.  But  this  form  of  cancer  very  readily,  after  growing  through  the 
wall  of  the  stomach  or  intestine,  infects  the  peritoneum,  and  there  is  no 
form  of  cancer  which,  in  such  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  produces 
secondary  tumours  there. 

The  cancers  of  the  ovary  being  already  very  close  to  the  peritoneum, 
readily  produce  cancerous  infection,  and  do  so  in  almost  every  form  of 
cancer.  Cancers  of  the  pancreas  also  frequently  have  a  similar  course 
for  the  same  reason.  The  ordinary  cancers  of  the  alimentary  canal 
more  rarely  pass  through  the  walls  and  infect  the  peritoneum,  but  they 
sometimes  do.  It  is  besides  not  uncommon  to  meet  with  secondary 
cancers  of  the  liver  which  have  produced  an  infection  of  the  peri- 
toneum, some  of  the  tumours  of  the  liver  having  reached  the  surface 
and  extended  through  the  capsule. 

When  the  cancerous  material  gets  into  the  peritoneum  it  is  carried 
throughout  it  by  the  circulating  fluid,  aided  by  the  movements  of  the 
intestine,  and  secondary  cancerous  tumours  commonly  spring  up  in  the 
most  diverse  regions  (Fig.  262).    It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  the 


Fig.  262.-Disseminated  cancer  of  the  peritoneum,'  from  cancer  of  the  stomach.  (Virchow.) 

peritoneum  there  are  innumerable  open  stomata  ready  to  absorb  any 
finely  divided  solid  matter  that  may  be  suspended  in  the  peritoneal  fluid. 
The  infective  material  will  therefore  be  carried  from  the  surface  into 
the  substance  of  the  peritoneum,  or  into  the  subperitoneal  tissue,  and 
the  resultmg  tumours  may  even  be  subperitoneal.  They  form  usually 
flat  growths  with  smooth  surface,  the  general  surface  of  the  peritoneum 
bemg  perhaps  unbroken.    Not  infrequently  the  tumours  are  continuous 
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with  one  another  in  sonic  parts  of  the  al)dominal  wall,  a  layer  of 
cancerous  tissue  appearing  like  a  subperitoneal  thickening. 

The  GREAT  OMENTUM  is  somcwhat  peculiarly  situated  in  this  regard. 
Wc  have  seen  that  it  prohahly  acts  as  a  kind  of  drain  in  the  peritoneal 
cavity,  and  if  this  l)o  the  case  it  will  specially  absorb  any  material 
which  gets  into  the  cavity.  In  accordance  with  this  there  is  usually  in 
cancer  of  the  peritoneum  great  new-formation  in  the  omentum.  In 
colloid  cancer  it  sometimes  assumes  the  form  of  a  bulky  heavy  mass, 
and  in  other  forms  we  have  it  gathered  up  and  converted  into  a  solid 
tumour  lying  transversely  in  the  abdomen.  We  may  venture  the  state- 
ment that  this  fact  is  too  little  known  among  physicians,  and  that  a 
great  omentum  thus  altered  is  frequently  taken  during  life  for  an  en- 
largement of  the  liver,  or  a  primary  tumour  of  some  obscure  kind. 

The  relation  of  peritoneal  cancers  to  the  diaphragm  presents  some 
points  of  interest.  We  have  seen  that  the  diaphragmatic  lymphatics 
communicate  with  the  peritoneal  sac  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  pleural 
sac  on  the  other.  In  peritoneal  cancers  the  diaphragm  is  usually 
permeated  Avith  cancerous  growths,  and  these  are  often  in  the  fomi 
of  cords  as  if  following  the  course  of  the  lymphatics.  Through  time 
they  extend  to  the  pleural  surface,  and  tumours  may  appear  there.  If 
there  are  no  pleural  adhesions  in  this  region  the  infective  material 
passes  into  the  pleural  cavity,  and  numerous  tumours  are  often  found, 
especially  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  pleura.  A  pre-existing  adhesion  of 
the  diaphragm  to  the  lung  prevents  this  extension  of  the  cancer. 
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A.— THE  KIDNEYS  AND  URETERS. 

~VrORMAL  Structure  and  Function.— In  studying  the  diseases  of 
the  kidneys,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  constantly  in  mind  the  general 
facts  as  to  their  structure,  otherwise  the  examination  of  the  organs  will 
lead  to  confusion.  The  functions  of  the  kidney  must  also  be  understood 
in  their  outHnes  in  order  to  a  comprehension  of  the  changes  -wrought 
by  disease. 

"When  a  microscopic  section  of  the  kidney,  made  so  as  to  include  both 
the  cortical  and  pyramidal  substance,  is  examined,  the  contrast  between 
these  two  regions  is  sufficiently  striking  in  respect  that  in  the  cortical 
substance  the  uriniferous  tubules  have  a  markedly  irregular  and  con- 
voluted course.  If  attention  be  now  confined  to  the  cortex  alone,  as  in 
the  figure  26.3,  it  Avill  be  seen  that  convoluted  tubules  are  not  the  only 
kind  present.  There  are  straight  tubules  jirolonged  up  from  the  pyramids 
in  the  form  of  tapering  bundles  (a)  between  which  lie  convoluted^tubules 
(b).  These  tapering  bundles,  called  medullary  rays,  or  pyramids  of  Ferrein, 
<lo  not  reach  the  surface,  the  most  superficial  part  of  the  cortex  present- 
ing a  continuous  layer  of  convoluted  tubules.  In  this  way  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  cortex  present  a  regular  division  into  alternating  areas  of 
straight  tubules  or  medullary  rays,  and  convoluted  tubules. 

Among  the  convoluted  tubules  lie  the  Malpighian  capsules  (e  in 
figure).  These  occur  somewhat  frequently,  and  at  tolerably  regular 
intervals. 

In  addition  to  these  arrangements  of  the  tubules,  the  blood-vessels 
must  receive  attention.  The  larger  arteries,  as  shown  (d  in  figure),  run 
between  pyramids  and  cortex,  and  send  up  stems  given  off  at  right 
angles  into  the  cortex.     These  pass  at  intervals  into  the  region  of 
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convoluted  tubules,  and  as  they  ascend  they  give  off  lateral  branches  to 
the  Malpighian  tufts.    It  will  thus  appear  that  the  areas  of  convoluted 


Fig.  263.— Section  of  normal  kidney  including  cortex  and  base  of  pyramid  with  a 
very  low  magnifying  power,  a,  medvillary  rays ;  b,  convoluted  tubules  ;  c,  region 
of  arteriaj  rectis  in  pyramids  ;  d,  larger  vessels  running  between  pyramid  and 
cortex ;  e,  Malpighian  tufts  ;  /,  capsule.    X  12. 

tubules  are  also  the  areas  of  the  ascending  arteries  (which  are  also  called 
interlobular  arteries)  and  Malpighian  tufts.  In  the  Malpighian  capsule 
the  aflferent  vessel  breaks  up  into  a  congeries  of  capillary  vessels,  called 
the  tuft.  These  gather  together  to  form  the  efferent  vessel,  which 
again  breaks  up  into  capillaries  which  surround  the  tubules  with  a  ri-ch 
network. 
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We  have  seen  that  the  large  arteries  which  run  between  the  pyra- 
mids and  the  cortex  give  off  the  ascending  or  interlobular  arteries  to 
the  cortex.  They  also  give  off  arterial  branches  downwards  to^  the 
pyramids.  These  arteries  break  up  into  bunches  of  straight  arterioles 
(arteriiB  rectee,  c  in  figure)  which  are  increased  by  branches  coming  down 
from  the  afferent  vessels  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  cortex.  These  bunches 
of  arterioles  taper  as  they  pass  down  the  pyramids  so  that  they  form 
small  pyramids  with  their  bases  towards  the  cortex.  They  correspond 
in  position  with  the  areas  of  convoluted  tubules,  which  areas  they,  as  it 
were,  prolong  down  into  the  pyramids. 

In  the  normal  kidney  all  these 
arrangements  are  very  regular, 
and  as  in  disease  there  is  apt  to 
be  dislocation  of  the  various  struc- 
tures in  a  high  degree,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  become  familiar  with  the 
normal  appearances.    Even  with 
the  naked  eye  the  various  regions 
indicated  above  may  usually  be 
made  out  to  some  extent  in  the 
normal  kidney.  There  is  first  the 
distinction  of  pyramids  and  cor- 
tex, and,  normally,  the  bases  of 
the  pyramids  are  strictly  demar- 
cated from  the  cortical  substance. 
Then  a  more  careful  examination 
brings  out  in  the  cortex  the  medul- 
lary rays,  as  prolongations  upwards 
of  the  pyramids.  Alternating  with 
these  are  the  more  irregular  areas 
of  convoluted  tubules  in  which  the 
Malpighian  tufts  may  be  visible 
as  red  dots.    Then  in  the  pyra- 
mids we  may  notice  that  as  we 
follow  the  medullary  rays  down- 
wards there  are,  alternating  with     Fig.  204.-Diagram  of  course  of  imniferous  tu- 

them,  red  streaks  which  represent  see'tVxrwuAmy''''  *°  ^^'''^^ 

the  bunches  of  arterise  rectae. 

In  studying  the  function  of  the  kidney  we  have  to  remember  in  the 
first  place  the  course  of  each  uriniferous  tubule,  which  may  be  followed 
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in  the  annexed  diagram.  It  begins  in  the  Malpighian  capsule  (i). 
Issuing  thence  the  tubule  becomes  convoluted  (ii),  and  then  it  dips 
down  in  a  long  loop  (Henle's  loop)  whose  bend  (h)  is  usually  in  the 
pyramidal  portion.  Turning  upwards  (iv)  the  loop  comes  back  to 
the  cortex,  again  becomes  convoluted  (v),  and  then  opens,  some- 
times at  an  acute  angle,  into  a  straight  tubule  (vi)  which  passes 
directly  downwards  joined  by  other  tubules  (vii)  till  it  opens  at 
the  apex  of  the  pyramid  (ix)  into  one  of  the  calyces. 

So  far  as  the  water  of  the  urine  is  concerned,  it  is  .  generally  agreed 
that  it  passes  from  the  blood  at  the  Malpighian  tufts  ;  it  filters,  in  fact, 
from  the  capillaries  into  the  ends  of  the  tubules.  According  to  Ludwig, 
the  whole  constituents  of  the  urine  filter  through  into  the  Malpighian 
capsules,  but  along  with  an  excess  of  water.  In  travelling  through  the 
long  course  of  the  tubules  the  water  is  to  a  considerable  extent  absorbed, 
and  the  urine  concentrated.  According  to  Bowman's  views,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  mainly  the  water  which  passes  through  at  the  Mal- 
pighian capsules,  the  urea,  urates,  etc.,  being  secreted  from  the  blood 
by  the  large  granular  epithelium  which  lines  the  convoluted  tubules. 

Without  insisting  on  one  or  other  of  these  views,  it  is  important  for 
our  purpose  to  observe  that  the  actual  amount  of  urine  secreted  will 
depend  on  the  blood-pressure  in  the  Malpighian  vessels,  or  on  the  speed 
with  which  the  blood  passes  through  the  vessels,  these  two,  as  a  rule, 
strictly  corresponding  with  each  other.  The  amount  secreted  will  be 
increased  by  increase  of  pressure  in  the  Malpighian  vessels,  as,  for 
instance,  by  relaxation  of  the  renal  arteries,  and  it  will  be  diminished 
by  any  cause  which  diminishes  the  pressure  in  these  vessels.  Consider- 
ing the  close  relationship  of  the  renal  vessels  to  the  systemic  arteries 
and  veins,  it  is  clear  that  the  blood  in  the  former  will  be  liable  to  con- 
siderable variations  in  pressure  and  in  the  speed  of  the  current  from 
circumstances  aflfecting  the  general  circulation,  such  as  disease  of  the 
heart  and  lungs,  pregnancy,  and  so  on. 

We  shall  see  afterwards  that  serious  results  may  follow  from  the 
action  of  deleterious  agents  brought  to  the  kidneys  by  the  blood,  and  it 
is  important  to  consider  at  the  outset  how  lesions  brought  about  in  this 
way  will  be  distributed.  In  the  first  place,  such  diseases  Avill  probably 
affect  both  kidneys  at  the  same  time.  But,  further,  considering  that  it 
is  in  the  cortical  portion  of  the  kidney  that  the  secretion  of  the  uritfe 
takes  place,  it  is  not  remarkable  that  these  lesions  occur  mainly  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Malpighian  tufts  and  the  convoluted  tubules  of  the  cortex. 
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MALFORMATIONS  AND  MISPLACEMENTS  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

Congenital  Malformations.— These  care  frequently  such  as  to 
present  comparatively  little  interference  with  the  function  of  the  organs. 
This  does  not  apply  to  the  extreme  cases  where  both  organs  are  absent 
or  extremely  small,  but  as  this  only  occurs  with  serious  malformations 
of  the  foetus  as  a  whole,  the  child  does  not  survive. 

Defect  of  One  Kidney  is  not  infrequently  met  with  in  well- 
formed  adults  without  any  of  the  signs  of  disease  of  the  kidneys.  It  is 
mostly  the  left  kidney  that  is  defective,  and  it  may  be  entirely  absent, 
its  vessels  and  a  diminutive  ureter  ending  in  a  piece  of  connective 
tissue.  The  other  kidney  in  these  cases  undergoes  a  compensatory 
hypertrophy,  as  we  shall  see  immediately. 

The  kidney  also  not  infrequently  shows  some  trace  of  the  ORIGINAL 
lobulation  which  exists  in  the  foetus  and  is  retained  throughout  life 
in  some  animals. 

Coalescence  of  the  Two  Kidneys  across  the  middle  line  is  one  of 
the  most  frequent  malformations.  Various  degrees  of  it  are  presented. 
It  may  be  a  simple  elojigation  of  the  inferior  extremities  of  the  kidneys 
which  are  united  by  a  fibrous  band  passing  across  the  vertebrae.  Or 
there  may  be  a  proper  isthmus  of  renal  tissue  uniting  the  two  kidneys 
into  one  and  forming  the  well-known 
HORSE-SHOE  KIDNEY  (Fig.  265).  From 
this  we  have  various  grades  on  to  com- 
plete coalescence  of  the  kidneys  into  an 
elongated  or  square  body  across  the 
vertebrae.  In  almost  every  case  there 
are  the  regular  two  ureters  or  they  may 
even  be  increased  in  number,  and  they 
pass  down  in  front  of  the  isthmus. 
This  form  of  kidney  is  often  depressed 
in  position,  even  coming  as  low  in  some 

cases    as    the   hollow    of    the    sacrum.      Fig.  265.— outline  sketch  of  horse-shoo 

When  depressed  the  arteries  usually  ^'''""'^^"^ 

have  abnormal  origins,  as  from  the  common  iliac,  hypogastric,  etc. 

Variations  of  Position.— These  may  be  congenital  or  acquired. 
In  the  former  case  and  in  some  of  the  latter  the  kidney  is  fixed  in  its 
unusual  situation.  In  congenital  malposition  it  is  generally  the  left 
kidney  which  is  concerned.    It  may  be  depressed  so  as  to  lie  as  low  as 
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the  brim  or  even  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis.  It  is  not  infrequently  seated 
opposite  the  sacro-iliac  synchondrosis.  Such  kidneys  have  usually  the 
hilus  presenting  forward  and  are  flattened,  while  their  vessels  are 
branches  of  the  lower  end  of  the  aorta  and  the  iliac  veins  or  even 
entirely  the  iliac  vessels.  The  kidney  may  also  lie  nearer  the  middle 
line  than  normal  or  in  the  middle  line. 

The  malposition  may  be  acquired  by  the  pressure  of  tumours  or  of 
the  liver,  by  the  dragging  of  a  hernial  sac,  and  so  on.  In  a  case 
observed  by  the  author  the  kidney  was  fixed  near  the  middle  line, 
apparently  on  account  of  the  abnormal  shortness  of  the  renal  vein. 

Of  great  interest  here  is  the  movable  or  floating  kidney.  In 
connection  with  the  etiology  of  this  condition  it  is  very  important  to 
remember  that  it  occurs  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  in  females 
(according  to  Roberts  in  forty-six  out  of  fifty-one  cases)  and  mostly  on  the 
right  side.  This  connects  the  lesion  Avith  the  displacement  and  malfor- 
mation of  the  liver  caused  by  wearing  stays,  and  perhaps  also  mth  the 
displacements  of  the  organs  generally,  incident  to  tha  rise  of  the  uterus  in 
pregnancy.  In  the  case  of  the  movable  kidney  the  organ  is  so  loosely 
bound  down  by  the  peritoneum  that  it  can  pass  forward  out  of  its  posi- 
tion, carrying  the  peritoneum  before  it  till  it  lies  at  the  edge  of  the 
liver.  It  is  said  in  some  cases  to  possess  a  kind  of  mesentery. 
During  Hfe  it  is  often  to  be  detected  at  the  border  of  the  liver,  although 
it  is  not  constantly  there. 

The  movable  kidney  is  not  very  liable  to  secondary  changes, 
although  sometimes  the  abnormal  position  interferes  ■\vith  the  flow 
through  the  ureter,  and  leads  to  hydronephrosis,  or  even  inflammation 
of  the  pelvis.  Of  more  importance  is  the  fact  that  by  dragging  there 
may  be  serious  nervous  disturbances,  in  the  form  of  excruciating  cramps, 
often  of  very  obscure  origin  during  life.  The  kidney  may,  however,  be 
movable  without  any  such  nervous  symptoms  presenting  themselves. 


COMPENSATORY  HYPERTEOPHY  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

This  condition  develops  sometimes  when  one  kidney  is  lost  or  con- 
genitally  defective.  In  the  case  of  congenital  absence  of  one  kidney 
the  other  will  be  found  homogeneously  enlarged,  and  probably  weigh- 
ing nearly  the  same  as  the  two  normal  kidneys  together.  The  diflferent 
reo-ions  of  the  kidney  bear  the  same  relations  to  each  other,  each  being 
entarged  in  its  due  proportion.  The  function  of  the  kidneys  is  also 
completely  carried  out  by  the  single  one. 


COMPENSATORY  HYPERTROPHY  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 
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It  has  been  determined  by  experiments  in  animals  that  compensatory 
hypertrophy  develops  after  excision  in  full-grown  animals,  although  it 
is  more  complete  when  the  operation  is  done  in  the  new-born.  It  is  re- 
markable how  soon  after  such  excision  complete  restoration  of  the  renal 
functions  occurs,  the  secretion  of  urea  reaching  its  normal  in  one  case 
about  two  days  after  the  operation,  and  the  animals  remaining  from  the 
first  apparently  unaffected  in  health.  This  would  indicate  that  the 
kidney  does  not,  like  a  gland,  secrete  the  urinary  constituents,  but  that 
these  come  to  it  preformed  and  are  simply  excreted  by  it. 

Measurements  have  been  made  of  the  structures  in  the  kidney  to 
determine  whether  there  is  in  compensatory  hypertrophy  an  actual  new- 
formation  of  glomeruli  and  tubules  or  merely  an  enlargement  of  these. 
The  results  are  by  no  means  conclusive,  and  some  observers  hold  to  one 
view  and  some  to  the  other.  Gudden,  on  the  basis  of  observations  in 
which  he  excised  one  kidney  in  new-born  rabbits  and  examined  the 
remaining  hypertrophied  one  when  the  animals  were  full  grown,  con- 
cludes that  there  is  no  actual  new-formation  of  glomeruli,  but  a  simple 
enlargement  of  them.  In  relation  to  what  follows  it  may  here  be  noted 
that  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  does  not  usually  follow  extirpation  of  one 
kidney. 


DISOEDEES  OF  THE  CIECULATION  IN  THE  KJDNEYS. 

Active  Hyperemia  is  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  renal  arteries. 
This  may  be  from  traumatic  injury  to  the  vaso-motor  centre  in  the 
medulla  oblongata.  In  a  case  observed  by  the  author  of  this  kind  there 
was  the  most  intense  hyperajmia  with  enlargement  of  both  kidneys,  the 
injection  affecting  all  the  vessels.  During  the  few  hours  that  the 
patient  survived  large  quantities  of  urine  were  twice  removed  by  the 
catheter,  and  after  death  the  bladder  was  again  found  distended  by  a 
watery  urine.  Again,  we  may  have  an  active  hypersemia  from  removal 
of  pressure,  as  after  excision  of  large  tumours  from  the  abdomen  or  the 
removal  of  ascitic  fluid,  or  even  the  removal  of  pleuritic  fluid.  Under 
these  circumstances  there  is  often  for  a  day  or  two  excessive  secretion 
of  unne  lasting  till  the  renal  vessels  resume  their  normal  state  of  con- 
traction. 

The  hyperaemia  which  follows  on  the  administration  of  certain 
poisons,  such  as  cantharides,  arsenic,  and  carboho  acid,  is  to  be  regarded 
as  really  inflammatory. 
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Passive  PlYPER^iiiMiA  results  from  obstruction  to  the  venous  circula- 
tion, and  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  valvular  disease  of  the  heart 
and  in  diseases  of  the  lungs  in  which  the  circulation  is  seriously  intei  - 
ru])tcd,  as  in  severe  emphysema. 

The  naked-eye  appearances  of  the  kidney  are  usually  very  suggestive 
of  overfilling  of  the  vessels.  There  is  a  general  redness,  but  this  is 
generally  most  manifest  in  the  pyramids  where  the  arterise  rectae 
often  show  very  special  dilatation  indicated  by  exaggeration  of  the  red 
streaks  which  pass  from  the  bases  of  the  pyramids  in  the  direction  of 
the  apices.  The  Malpighian  tufts  are  also  visible  in  the  cortex  as  small 
red  spots. 

When  hypersemia  has  subsisted  for  a  considerable  time  as  in  so  many 
cases  of  heart  disease,  a  more  definite  change  occurs  in  the  kidney. 
The  connective  tissue  here,  as  in  other  organs  (see  passive  congestion 
of  the  heart,  p.  315),  becomes  hypertrophied,  and  the  organ  assumes  a 
distinct  increase  in  density.  The  organ,  while  harder  to  the  feel^  is 
sometimes  slightly  enlarged,  and  the  capsule  can  be  peeled  from  the 
surface  even  more  easily  than  normal.  Sometimes  there  is  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  epithelium,  and  this  may  result  in  collapse  of 
some  of  the  tubules,  leading  to"  slight  depressions  of  the  surface. 

Under  the  microscope,  the  kidney  shows  overfilling  of  the  A-essels, 
the  epithelium  presenting  little  alteration,  at  most  some  fatty  degenera- 
tion. The  hypertrophy  of  the  connective  tissue  is  not  accompanied  by 
any  considerable  formation  of  round  cells;  it  is  simply  seen  that 
the  interstitial  tissue  is  more  prominent  and  perhaps  more  definitely 
fibrous  than  normal. 

Thrombosis  of  the  renal  veins  is  sometimes  a  result  of  passive 
hypersemia,  but  it  usually  occurs  just  before  death  and  when  the 
patient  is  very  much  debilitated. 

Embolism  of  the  kidney  has  been  already  referred  to  with  some 
de-ree  of  fulness  (see  p.  38).  Eemembering  that  the  renal  arteries  are 
strtctly  end-arteries,  it  Avill  be  understood  that  when  an  artery  is  ob- 
structed the  infarction  always  occurs.  The  arteries  of  the  kidney  bemg 
distributed  primarily  to  the  cortex,  the  infarction  is  more  or  less 
wedge-shaped  (Fig.  266),  with  the  base  of  the  wedge  at  the  surface. 
If  the  wed-e  be  of  larger  size  it  will  extend  also  into  the  pyramids.  • 

As  a  rule  the  infarction  is  of  a  pale  colour  and  of  dense  consistenco 
the  tissue  having  undergone  coagulation  necrosis.    In  some  cases,  and 
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especially  in  small  infarctions,  hseniorrhage  occurs,  and  we  may  have  the 
regular  hsemorrhagic  infarction,  or  a  partial  red  colouration.  Around 
the  infarction,  whether  red  or 
pale,  there  is  commonly  a  zone 
of  hyperoemia. 

As  already  seen,  the  infarction 
gradually  undergoes  absorption, 
and  is  replaced  by  a  cicatrix.  In 
this  way  deep  depressions  of  the 
kidney  may  occur,  and  if  there 
are  several  of  them  the  kidney 
may  assume  a  lobed  appearance. 
In  cases  of  old  mitral  or  aortic 
disease  it  is  very  common  to  find 
deep  cicatrices,  indicating  that 
probably  at  the  time  of  acute 
endocarditis,  embolism  of  the 
kidney  had  occurred. 

The  kidney  is  not  infrequently  the  seat  of  septic  EMBOLISM  in 
pyaemia,  ulcerative  endocarditis,  etc.  The  result  is  the  formation  of 
mihary  abscesses,  which  will  come  up  for  consideration  hereafter. 


Fig.  266.— Embolic  infarction  of  kidney.  The 
white  appearance  and  wedge  shape  of  the  infarc- 
tion is  represented.    (After  Eayer.) 


BEIGHT'S  DISEASE,  OE  NEPHEITIS. 

This  is  a  su.bject  of  great  complexity  and  difficulty,  and  one  concern- 
ing many  points  in  which  diff"erences  of  opinion  exist. 

General  Considerations. — At  the  outset  it  may  be  said  that  we 
include  here  cases  in  which  there  are  undoubted  inflammatory  manifes- 
tations in  the  kidneys,  but  we  exclude  those  in  which  there  are  no  such 
manifestations  present.  The  domain  of  Bright's  disease,  therefore,  is 
not  coextensive  with  that  of  albuminuria,  as  the  latter  may  include 
such  conditions  as  amyloid  degeneration  and  passive  hypersemia. 

In  studying  the  CAUSES  of  Bright's  disease,  we  have  to  look  for 
an  irritant,  and  it  is  here  important  to  observe  in  the  first  place  that 
the  inflammatory  manifestations  occur  in  both  kidneys,  and  although, 
on  examining  the  kidneys  in  detail,  these  manifestations  will  be  found  to 
present  themselves  in  innumerable  minute  foci,  and  to  confine  them- 
selves for  the  most  part  to  the  cortex,  yet  they  do  not  aff"ect  a  few 
definite  areas,  but  are  diff'used  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
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organ.  Those  facts  indicate  that  the  irritant  is  carried  to  the  kidneys 
by  the  blood,  and  is  distributed  with  the  blood  homogeneously  over 
them.  As  the  blood  is  primarily  distributed  to  the  cortex,  and  a« 
the  cortex  contains  the  more  active  secreting  tissue  of  the  organ,  it 
so  happens  that  the  inflammatory  manifestations  occur  almost  ex- 
clusively there. 

In  the  various  cases  of  Bright's  disease  we  do  not  find  the  various 
constituents  of  the  kidney  tissue  equally  engaged,  and  it  is  necessary, 
m  studying  the  causation,  to  refer  to  this  matter.  In  the  kidney 
we  have,  as  the  main  constituents,  the  blood-vessels,  the  secreting 
tissue  (consisting  of  the  glomeruli  and  the  tubules  with  their  epithelium^ 
and  the  connective  tissue. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  an  irritant  brought  to  the  kidneys  by  the 
blood  may  show  a  predilection  for  the  renal  epithelium  on  the  one 
hand  or  the  connective  tissue  on  the  other.  But  it  seems  more  likely 
that  in  the  majority  of  cases  it  will  act  on  both  at  the  same  time.  We 
have  already  had  several  opportunities  of  observing  that  chronic  inflam- 
mations very  commonly  produce  inflammatory  new-formation  in  the 
connective  tissue,  and  the  kidney  forms  no  exception  in  this  respect. 
It  may  be  said,  therefore,  that  for  the  most  part  irritants  which  act 
through  a  long  period  and  with  little  intensity  produce  a  chronic 
inflammation  mainly  of  the  connective  tissue.  On  the  other  hand, 
irritants  which  act  intensely  so  as  to  produce  acute  inflammation,  while 
they  produce  the  usual  changes  in  the  blood-vessels  which  we  have 
seen  to  occur  in  acute  inflammations,  affect  mainly  the  epithelium 
of  the  uriniferous  tubules.  It  may  therefore  be  said  that  acute  inflam- 
mations are  mostly  parenchymatous,  while  chronic  inflammations  are 

mostly  INTERSTITIAL. 

This  distinction,  however,  cannot  be  rigidly  carried  out.  There  are 
some  acute  inflammations  which  affect  the  interstitial  connective  tissue 
even  more  than  the  secreting  epithelium,  and  in  all  acute  inflammations 
which  are  somewhat  prolonged  the  connective  tissue  is  involved.  On 
the  other  hand,  inflammations  which  begin  acutely  frequentlj^  become 
chronic  or  sub-acute,  and  in  them,  while  the  epithelium  continues  to 
show  marked  changes,  the  interstitial  tissue  always  shows  distinct 
inflammatory  proliferation. 

After  these  observations,  we  are  now  in  a  position  to  consider 
what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  irritants  which  j^roduce  Bright's  disease. ' 
In  the  first  place,  as  to  acute  nephritis,  a  very  common  cause,  and 
indeed  in  children  the  commonest,  is  the  specific  poison  of  scarlet 
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FEVER.  It  may  also  be  produced  by  the  poison  of  measles  and  other 
specific  febrile  diseases.  In  adults  the  disease  is  mostly  ascribed  to 
COLD,  and  we  have  to  consider  how  exposure  to  cold  should  give 
rise  to  an  irritant  of  such  a  nature  as  to  cause  acute  inflammation 
of  the  kidneys.  It  is  of  interest  in  this  regard  that,  as  Dickinson 
so  well  points  out,  cold  mostly  produces  these  eff"ects  when  the  person 
is  exhausted  or  asleep,  and  when  the  exposure  has  occurred  imme- 
diately after  profuse  perspiration.  It  is  as  if,  the  functions  of  the  skin 
being  suspended,  some  deleterious  material  accumulated  in  the  blood 
and  irritated  the  kidneys.  It  appears  that  nephritis  hardly  occurs 
in  persons  exposed  to  cold  in  the  arctic  regions,  probably  because,  the 
respiration  being  more  vigorous,  the  deleterious  material  is  carried  off 
by  way  of  the  lungs.  In  warm  climates  also  nephritis  is  uncommon, 
probably  because  the  body  is  less  liable  to  sudden  exposure  to  cold 
than  in  temperate  regions. 

Turning  to  the  causes  of  chronic  nephritis,  it  sometimes  remains 
after  an  acute  attack.  For  the  most  part,  however,  when  the  disease 
begins  as  acute  nephritis  it  remains  subacute  with  repeated  exacerba- 
tions, and  the  anatomical  condition  is  a  combination  of  that  seen  in 
acute  Bright's  disease  and  chronic,  or,  in  other  words,  of  parenchymatous 
and  interstitial  nephritis.  Sometimes,  however,  the  disease,  even  after 
scarlet  fever,  becomes  definitely  chronic,  and  the  anatomical  features 
are  those  of  interstitial  nephritis,  although  the  changes  in  the  tubules 
may  still  be  such  as  to  suggest  an  earlier,  mainly  parenchymatous, 
inflammation. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the  disease  is 
chronic  from  the  outset,  and  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  cause  which  has  been 
acting  with  slight  intensity  for  a  long  period.  Of  all  these  causes  the 
most  definitely  determined  is  gout.  The  pathology  of  this  disease  is 
not  very  apparent,  but  there  is  an  obvious  alteration  in  the  blood 
in  consequence  of  which  salts  of  uric  acid  are  deposited  in  certain 
joints,  generally  with  signs  of  acute  inflammation.  The  same  condition 
of  the  blood' frequently  induces  chronic  nephritis,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  when  it  attacks  the  kidneys  it  is  less  likely  to  aff"ect  the  joints,  and 
vice  versa.  Among  the  working  classes  gout  largely  arises  from  chronic 
LEAD-POISONING  (see  Statistics  in  Dickinson's  work  on  Albuminuria),  and 
in  these  cases  the  disease  is  particularly  liable  to  attack  the  kidney,  so 
much  so  that  a  large  proportion  of  painters  and  others  who  work  with 
lead  die  of  chronic  nephritis.  Where  the  gout  is  due  to  the  constant 
use  of  alcohol  the  disease  is  more  liable  to  attack  the  joints. 
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Chronic  nephritis  is  also  sometimes  induced  by  the  poison  of  syphilis. 
In  this  case  it  is  apt  to  be  associated  with  amyloid  disease,  but  may  also 
occur  as  a  simple  inflammation. 

Pregnancy  not  infrequently  leads  to  a  chronic  nei)hritis,  in  all 
probability  by  obstructing  the  vessels  of  the  kidney  by  the  pressure  of 
the  uterus.  In  recent  cases  there  is  extreme  hypersemia  of  the  kidney, 
which,  with  repetition  of  the  cause,  may  go  on  to  assume  the  regular 
characters  of  chronic  nephritis. 

Lastly,  there  are  cases  in  which  there  is  no  special  cause  apparent, 
and  we  can  only  say  that  the  person  has  been  exposed  to  some  influence 
whose  nature  we  do  not  know.  In  many  cases  the  disease  has  been 
very  prolonged,  and  all  through,  the  actual  active  disease  at  any 
particular  time  has  been  very  slight.  With  this  very  insidious  march, 
there  may  be  the  most  serious  permanent  changes  in  the  kidneys 
before  any  prominent  symptoms  have  called  attention  to  these  organs. 
Among  the  causes  which  are  sometimes  mentioned,  it  is  proper  to  refer 
to  prolonged  mental  disturbance.  It  is  not  impossible  that  the  deteriora- 
tion of  the  body,  and  the  defective  condition  of  the  alimentary  functions 
in  such  cases,  may  render  the  kidneys  pecidiarly  liable  to  chronic 
inflammation. 

The  anatomical  and  histological  conditions  in  Bright's  dis- 
ease.— We  shall  consider  these  changes  under  three  heads,  namely, 
inflammation  mainly  affecting  the  Malpighian  bodies,  or  glomerulo- 
nephritis, that  in  which  the  tubules  are  chiefly  concerned,  paren- 
chymatous nephritis,  and  that  which  affects  chiefly  the  connective 
tissue,  interstitial  nephritis.  We  have  already  seen  that  no  ab- 
solute line  of  distinction  can  be  drawn  between  these,  and  especially 
that  when  parenchymatous  nephritis  becomes  chronic,  the  interstitial 
tissue  is  more  and  more  involved. 

The  term  glomerulo-nephritis  has  been  appHed  by  Klebs  to  a 
condition  in  which  the  Malpighian  tufts  show  the  chief  signs  of 
inflammation.  This  he  describes  as  being  present  in  the  kidneys  of 
persons  who  have  had  scarlatina,  and  have  died  in  consequence  of  the 
post-scarlatinal  nephritis. 

It  seems  strange  that  the  actual  pathological  condition  in  the 
nephritis  of  scarlatina  has  been  so  little  determined  till  of  late  years. 
It  has  been  customary  to  state  that  the  condition  is  a  parenchymatous 
nephritis.    Eecent  observations,  however,  have  shown  that  in  the 
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earliest  stage  of  scarlatinal  nephritis  there  is  an  accumulation  of  round 
cells  in  the  glomeruli  and  connective  tissue  around.  This  observation, 
originally  brought  into  prominence  by  Klebs,  has  been  confirmed  by  the 
author,  Klein,  Charcot,  and  others,  and  may  now  be  generally  accepted. 

Looking  on  scarlatinal  nephi'itis  as  a  typical  acute  inflammation 
of  the  kidney,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  that  the  occurrence  of 
leucocytes  in  the  Malpighian  tufts  is  the  most  prominent  appearance  at 
the  outset,  and  it  is  this  condition  apparently  which  is  specially 
designated  glomerulo-nephritis.  The  exudation  is  not  usually  confined 
to  the  glomeruli,  but 


exists  around  them,  and 
may  extend  to  the 
general  connective  tis- 
sue. In  the  case  of  the 
author  in  which  the  pa- 
tient died  on  the  ninth 
day  from  the  outset  of 
the  fever,  there  was  an 
enormous  infiltration  of 
the  interstitial  tissue, 
as  well  as  the  glomer- 
uli, vfith  leucocytes 
(Fig.  267).  It  is  stated 
by  Rosenstein  that  in 
the  nephritis  caused 
artificially  in  animals 
by  cantharides  there  is  a  similar  appearance  of  leucocytes  around  the 
glomeruli  and  elsewhere. 

Besides  these  changes,  there  is  very  commonly  in  the  acute  stage  of 
scarlatinal  nephritis  blood  in  the  urinif  erous  tubules.  The  blood  is  in  the 
convoluted  tubules,  and  it  is  sometimes  seen  also  inside  the  glomerulus. 
In  a  favourable  section  an  appearance  such  as  that  shown  in  Fig.  268 
may  be  found.  There  is  seen  to  be  blood  (J)  in  the  glomerulus,  between 
the  tuft  of  vessels  («)  and  the  capsule,  and  there  is  also  blood  in  a 
tubule  (c)  which  is  so  related  to  the  glomerulus  as  to  be  evidently  its 
prolongation,  although  the  section  did  not  happen  to  be  made  so  as  to 
show  the  actual  communication. 

Sometimes  the  changes  in  the  kidney  do  not  consist  so  much  of 
exucktion  of  leucocytes  pr_extravasation  of  the  whole  blood,  but  rather 

^l^gl^ns  in  the  epith^W"  Iq  scarlatina  thrd^ges  in  the 

^  ^2x   ^  ^  


Fig.  267. — Glomerulo-nephritis  from  a  case  of  scarlet  fever. 
The  Malpighian  tiift  in  the  middle  of  the  figure  is  crowded  witli 
round  cells,  which  are  also  present  very  abundantly  in  the  inter- 
stitial substance  between  the  tubules,  whose  epithelium  is 
granular,    x  300. 
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epithelium  also  centre  in  the  glomeruli.  The  epithelium  lining  the 
glomerulus  is  distinctly  enlarged  (Fig.  269),  and  whereas  normally  this 


from  tuft.    X  350. 

epithelium  is  hardly  visi- 
ble, it  may  become  re- 
markably prominent,  as 
in  the  figure.    It  some- 
times   increases  very 
greatly,  as  in  Fig.  270, 
accumulating  inside  the 
glomerulus  in  such  away 
as  to  crush  the  tuft.  In 
the  case  from  which  this 
'^j  figure  was  taken  there 
were  many  tufts  very 
seriously  encroached  on 
by  the  growing  epithe- 
_  Hum.     Similar  changes 

il't  remarkable  coBcentration  of  the  lesion  in  that  of  the  glo 
meriili. 
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In  cases  where  there  is  httle  more  than  a  glomerulo-nephritis,  such 
as  we  have  described  above,  there  are  sometimes  severe  ursemic  symp- 
toms leading,  rapidly  it  may  be,  to  death.  It  is  to  be  remembered  in 
this  connection  that  the  urine  is  secreted  essentially  by  the  glomeruli, 
and  if  in  many  of  these  the  vessels  are  suddenly  obstructed  by  the 
pressure  of  leucocytes  as  in  Fig.  267,  or  of  epithelium  as  in  Fig.  270,  or 


Fig.  270.— Glomemlo-nephritis  in  scarlet  fever.    The  epithelium  lining 
the  capsule  is  greatly  Increased  so  as  to  crush  the  tuft,    x  350. 

even  by  blood  inside  the  capsule,  then  the  secretion  of  urine  maybe  much 
reduced.  Under  these  circumstances  suppression  of  urine  and  ursemia 
are  not  very  extraordinary  occurrences. 

The  kidneys  in  these  cases  may  be  very  little  changed  to  the  naked 
eye;  they  are  sometimes  enlarged  with  considerable  injection  of  the  vessels. 
The  glomeruh  may  be  visible  as  red  points,  and  there  may  be  on  the 
surface  and  on  section  red  streaks  and  spots,  indicating  the  intratubular 
haemorrhage.  Sometimes,  on  the  other  hand,  the  exudation  of  leuco- 
cytes may  be  sufficient  to  produce  great  enlargement,  and  the  kidney 
(as  m  the  author's  case,  from  which  Fig.  267  is  taken)  has  all  the  appear- 
ance of  the  large  white  kidney. 

■  Parenchymatous  nephritis  is  characterized  by  the  occurrence  of 
changes  m  the  renal  epithelium.    From  what  has  been  already  stated 

oindl.t  '^"^  ^^'^^y  -ithout 

coincKlent  signs  of  inflammation  in  the  interstitial  connective  tissue. 
Ihe  changes  consist  in  the  first  place  mainly  in  cloudy  swelling  of 
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the  epithelium,  withajpciulcncy  for  the  cells  to  become  loosened^  and  to 
discharge.    The  tubules  are  often  found  greatly  distended,  and  as  if 
^Soked  with  desqimmated  epithelium.    Fatty  degeneration  occurs  in 
the  epithelium,  and  is  often  present  in  a  high  degree,  not  uniformly,  but 
usually  in  a  considerable  stretch  of  tubule  at  a  time.    In  the  tubules, 
besides  desquamated  and  frequently  fatty  epithelium,  there  may  be 
l)lood,  in  the  form  of  brown  granular  matter  or  fresh  red  blood. 
Tube  caste  are  also  to  be  found,  often  in  great  abundance.    The  tube 
casts  lie  in  the  calibre  of  the  tubules  as  transparent  hyaline  cylinders, 
and  they  may  be  traced  for  a  considerable  distance.    The  changes  in 
the  epithelium  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  convoluted  tubules  of 
the  cortex,  although  the  disintegrated  epithelium  may  be  carried  down- 
wards  into  the  loops  of  Henle  and  the  straight  tubules.    The  tube  casts 
are  found  in  the  straight  tubules  as  well  as  in  the  convoluted. 

The  kidney  as  a  whole  is  considerably  enlarged,  and  it  may  reach 
twice  its  normal  weight.  The  blood-vessels  are  intensely  injected,  so 
that  the  surface  presents  a  red  colour  after  removal  of  the  capsule, 
which  comes  off  easily.  On  section  the  cut  surface  is  also  seen  to  be 
red,  and  blood  flows  freely  from  it ;  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  pelvis 
is  injected  If  the  cut  surface  be  washed  so  as  to  remove  the  blood,  it 
may  appear  as  if  the  tissue,  apart  from  the  blood-vessels,  were  unduly 
pale,  and  there  may  even  be  opaque  streaks  if  fatty  degeneration  is 
considerable.  The  enlargement  of  the  organ  is  seen  to  be  mamiy  due 
to  increase  of  the  cortex,  which  may  be  very  much  thickened,  and  it  is 
in  the  cortex  that  the  paler  colour  mentioned  above  appears. 

It  is  not  common  for  death  to  occur  in  tins  exceedingly  acute  stage, 
and  as  the  inflammation  subsides  into  a  subacute  or  chrome  condition 
we  have  developed  the  LARGE  WHITE  kidney.  It  is  necessary  here  to 
mention  that  amyloid  degeneration  produces  enlargement  and  paleness 
TfThe  kidney,  and  confusion  has  no  doubt  frequently  occurred  between 
that  condition  and  the  one  now  under  consideration. 

In  the  lar-e  white  kidney  the  tubules  are  still  distended  mth  epi 
theMc^h  is  enlarged  L  desquamating  (Fig.  271)    There  is  he. 
usually  considerable  fatty  degeneration  of  the  epitheliun.    The  ep 
Lium,  and  debris  resulting  from  its  disintegration,  a-  often^p^^^^^^^ 
to  a  considerable  extent  into  the  straight  tubules.     Tube-casts  aie 
pre  ent  uily  in  large  numbers,  and  present  the  hyaline  appearance 
already  descriLd,  or  else  contain  debris  of  epthelium  and^^^^^^^ 
The  changes  in  the  tubules  are  so  prominent  that  they  aie  apt 
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obscure  the  condition  of  the  connective  tissue.  In  every  case  probably 
there  are  round  cells  in  the  tissue,  and  sometimes  they  are  present  in 


Pig.  271. — Section  of  large  white  kidney  in  a  child  of  seven.  The  tubules  con- 
tain irregular  epithelium,  and  are  distorted  ;  in  one  a  tube-cast  is  present.  The 
interstitial  tissue  is  greatly  increased  and  contains  abundant  round  cells.  (Dick- 
inson.) 


r2.-Section  of  normal  kidney  for  comparison  with  preceding.  (Dickinson.^ 
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great  abimdance.  In  the  accompanying  woodcut  (Fig.  271),  taken  from 
Dr.  Dickinson's  work,  the  condition  of  the  interstitial  tissue  is  shown  in 
the  case  of  a  child  seven  years  of  age,  in  which  each  kidney  weighed  4^ 
ounces.  An  illustration  of  the  appearances  of  a  similar  section  from  a 
healthy  child  is  given  along  with  it  for  comparison  (Fig.  272).  It  is 
seen  that  in  addition  to  the  changes  in  the  epithelium  already  described 
there  are  numerous  round  cells  in  the  interstitial  tissue. 

The  longer  the  case  lasts  the  more  pronounced  is  the  change  in  the 
interstitial  connective  tissue.  As  time  goes  on  also  the  distension  of 
the  tubules  with  epithelium  becomes  less.  The  disintegrated  epithelium 
is  discharged  and  there  is  less  reproduction.  In  this  way  the  condition 
shades  towards  that  of  interstitial  nephritis,  and  may  pass  into  that  of 
the  contracted  kidney.  A  case  which  has  begun  acutely,  however, 
generally  even  in  the  later  stages  presents  traces  of  the  epithehum  being 
^specially  involved.  We  shall  see  afterwards  that  in  the  typical  chronic 
interstitial  nephritis  the  epithelium  is  also  involved,  but  the  connective 
tissue  in  this  case  is  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  alteration  of 
the  tubules  is  apparently  secondary. 

To  the  naked  eye  the  enlargement  and  paleness  of  the  kidney  are 
the  striking  features  in  this  condition.  The  weight  of  the  organs  is 
often  double  the  normal  or  more.  The  increase  in  bulk  is  almost  alto- 
gether in  the  cortex,  and  its  exceedingly  pale  colour  contrasts  with  that 
of  the  pyramids,  which  are  often  unduly  red.  The  colour  of  the  cortex 
is  opaque  white  or  buff,  and  it  is  often  possible  with  the  naked  eye  to 
distinguish  yellow  streaks  and  spots  on  the  surface  of  the  kidney  after 
removal  of  the  capsule  or  on  the  cut  surface,  indicating  fatty  degenera- 
tion of  the  epithelium. 

It  will  be  clear  that  from  the  large  white  kidney  to  the  contracted 
form  there  are  all  gradations,  and  a  kidney  which  is  normal  in  size,  but 
which  presents  paleness  and  irregularity  of  the  cortex,  will  show  under 
the  microscope  already  a  very  marked  increase  of  the  connective 
tissue. 

Interstitial  nephritis  is  the  name  apphed  to  inflammation  of  the 
connective  tissue  of  the  kidney.  From  what  has  gone  before  it  will  be 
understood  that  this  scarcely  occurs  independently  of  inflammation  of 
the  epithelium  of  the  tubules,  and  that  in  almost  all  cases  the  inflamma- 
tion is  really  diff-use.  We  have  even  seen  that  in  acute  nephritis  there 
may  be  such  an  exudation  of  leucocytes  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  an 
intense  interstitial  inflammation. 
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Even  subacute  nephritis  is  sometimes  mainly  interstitial,  that  is 
to  say  there  is  a  persistence  of  the  exudation  of  leucocytes  which  infil- 
trate the  entire  connective  tissue  of  the  cortex,  and  find  their  way  also 
into  the  uriniferous  tubules.  In  such  cases  leucocytes  appear  m  the 
urine  in  considerable  abundance,_and  they  may  even  be  so  numerous  as 
to  give  rise  to  thesupposition  that  pus  is  present  in  the  urine, 

It  is,  however,  in  very  chronic  cases  that  we  find  the  most  typical 
interstitial  changes,  resulting  in  the  so-called  GRANULAR  CONTRACTED 
KIDNEY,  or  CIRRHOSIS  of  the  kidney. 

The  disease  begins  with  a  formation  of  round  cells  in  the  cortical 
part  of  the  kidney,  so  that  a  kind  of  granulation  tissue  is  formed. 
These  cells,  as  in  the  other  chronic  inflammations,  go  on  to  the  forma- 
tion of  connective  tissue,  so  that  there  is  a  great  increase  in  the 
interstitial  tissue  of  the  organ.  This  connective  tissue  tends  more  and 
more  to  assume  a  fibrous  condition,  and  to  contract,  so  that  by  its 
cicatricial  shrinking  it  seriously  interferes  with  the  secreting  tissue  and 
the  blood-vessels. 

The  formation  of  round  cells  does  not  take  place  homogeneously  in 
the  cortex.  There  are  frequent  areas  in  which  it  is  present  alternating 
with  areas  in  which  it  is  absent.  It  is  usually  most  apparent  at  first 
near  the  surface  of  the  cortex, 
and  the  cells  often  accumu- 
late specially  round  the  Mal- 
pighian  glomeruli. 

As  time  goes  on,  the  in- 
crease of  dense  fibrous  tissue 
produces  very  marked  secon- 
dary results.  The  capsules 
of  many  of  the  glomeruli 
undergo  a  marked  thicken- 
ing, as  shown  in  Fig.  273  a, 
and  the  tuft  of  vessels  {h) 
solidifies  into  a  dense  homo- 
geneous nodule.  In  this  way 
the  glomerulus  is  greatly 
contracted  (compare  with 
normal  glomerulus  in  Fig. 
272,  which  is  magnified  a  third  less)  reduced  often  to  less  than  half 
its  normal  size,  and  composed  of  white  glancing  connective  tissue,  in 
which  can  still  be  recognized  as  a  rule  the  thickened  capsule  presenting 


Fig.  273. — Interstitial  nephritis.  Sclerosis  of  glomer- 
ulus, a,  thickened  capsule  ;  &,  coridensod  vessels  of  tuft ; 
d,  abundant  round  cells  in  interstitial  tissue  ;  c,  dwarfed 
tubules  remaining,    x  350. 
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a  concentric  fibrous  arrangement  (see  figure),  and  the  more  homogene- 
ous central  part  composed  of  the  condensed  and  impervious  vessels. 
This  SCLEROSIS  of  the  tufts  is  often  very  striking,  as  the  small  glancing 
bodies  attract  the  eye. 

The  URINIFEROUS  TUBULES  Undergo  still  more  striking  changes.  In 
the  midst  of  the  new-formed  tissue  they  are  to  a  great  extent  destroyed, 
so  that  large  districts  of  cellular  connective  tissue  may  be  found  with  no 
tubules  at  all  (d  in  Fig.  273).  When  they  persist  in  the  midst  of  the 
new-formed  tissue  they  are  greatly  atrophied  (c  in  figure),  and  their 
epithelium  is  rudimentary  in  appearance.  This  great  destruction  _of 
tubules  in  conjunction  with  the  contraction  of  the  connective  tissue 

causes  the  remaining 
structures  to  be  drawn 
together,  and  the  altered 
glomeruli  are  often 
crowded  together  in  a 
very  extraordinary  way 
(see  Fig.  274). 

Where  the  tubiiles 
are  not  directly  destroy- 
ed by  the  contracting, 
tissue,  their  epithelium 
presents  alterations 
somewhat  similar  to 
those  mentioned  as  cha- 
racteristic of  subacute 
parenchymatous  neph- 
ritis. There  is  accumu- 
lation of  epithelium  and 
debris,  often  with  great 
distension  and  distortion 
of  the  tulDules  {b  in  Fig. 

Fig.  274.— Section  of  contracted  kidney  with  a  vei-y  low  mag-  274),  and  the  epithelium 

nifvinff  nower.    (This  figure  should  be  compared  with  the  next,  . 

which  is  similarly  magnified.)   «,  medullary  rays;  b,  convoluted  frequently  presents  tatty 

tubules  ci-ushed  together  and  dilated;  c,  region  of  arteiias  .   y 

recti  andToops  of  Henle,  the  latter  dilated  and  forming  cysts  ;  degeneration.       It  Will 

<i,  large  artery  between  pja-amid  and  cortex,  showmg  endarteritis  oppiir    flnt,  mrt.S 

obliterans-  the  space  between  this  and  surface  represents  tlie  tllUS    OCCUr    tUaC  pans 

cortex,  and  may  bo  compared  with  simUar  space  in  next  figure;  i          nnthino-  but  the 

e  glomeruli,  closely  set  and  contracted,  they  also  present  a  ^\  Here  notumg    OUt  LIll. 

white  homogeneous  appearance  ;  /,  capsule,    x  12.  merest  traCCS  of  tubulcfi 

are  present  will  alternate  with  parts  where  they  are  greatly  distended. 
As  there  is  a  general  shrinking  of  the  cortex  the  distended  tubules  are 
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o-atherecl  toe-ether  into  folds  as  if  crowded  towards  the  bases  of  the 
pyramids. 

Cysts  form  not  infrequently  in  the  contracted -kidney.  There  may 
be  some  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  yet  in  most  cases  they  are  to  be  dis- 
tinguished mainly  by  microscopic  examination.  They  are  round  or 
oval  in  shape,  and  often  lie  in  rows,  especially  in  the  pyramida;l  portion 
where  they  probably  originate  from  the  loops  of  Henle  (see  Fig.  274  c). 


IaHbvL  Hl'?iir^'^°'^-°",°*  normal  kidney  for  comparison  with  preceding  figure.  The 
letters  indicate  similar  regions,  and  the  magnifying  power  is  the  same,    x  12. 

These  small  cysts  are  thin-walled  and  contain  clear  fluid.  They  arise 
by  obstruction  of  the  tubules  from  the  contraction  of  the  interstitial 
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tissue,  which  constricts  them  and  causes  the  urine  to  accumulate  and 
distend  the  tubules.  The  glomeruli  may  give  origin  to  cysts  of  a 
similar  nature,  the  fluid  accumulating  in  the  cap.sule  and  separating  the 
tuft  of  vessels  from  the  capsule.  Cysts  in  the  kidney  sometimes  contain 
a  colloid  material  as  if  from  degeneration  of  the  epithelium  in  the 
tubules  which  have  been  cut  off  by  the  constriction  of  the  connective 
tissue.  The  great  alteration  and  dislocation  which  the  structures  of  the 
kidney  undergo  in  advanced  cases  may  be  gathered  from  Fig,  274, 
which  was  drawn  under  the  camera  lucid  a  with  the  same  apparatus  as 
that  used  in  figure  275,  with  which  it  should  be  compared,  the  lettering 
indicating  similar  structures  in  each. 

The  blood-vessels  are  often  much  affected  in  the  contracting 
kidney.  The  vessels  of  the  glomeruli  are  greatly  obstructed  and 
destroyed  by  the  sclerosis  already  mentioned,  and  when  the  kidney 
is  injected  many  remain  empty  or  only  show  a  very  sHght  injection. 
The  capillaries  also,  which  normally  form  such  an  abundant  network 
around  the  tubules,  are  greatly  destroyed  by  the  new-formation,  as 
appears  abundantly  when  a  coloured  injection  of  gelatine  with  carmine 
is  thrown  into  the  renal  artery.  It  is  clear  that  the  interference  with 
the  tufts  and  the  capillaries  must  seriously  obstruct  the  circulation  in 
the  kidney,  and  experiments  by  Thoma  show  that  when  a  solution  of 
gelatine  and  common  salt  is  injected  into  the  renal  artery  at  a  fixed 

pressure  the  outflow  from  the 
veins  is  greatly  diminished  in  the 
contracted  kidney  as  compared 
with  the  normal. 

Besides  this,  however,  the 
branches  of  the  renal  artery  fre- 
quently show  considerable  altera- 
tions. There  is  thickening  of  the 
muscular  coat  probably  in  all  cases 
of  interstitial  inflammation.  But 
in  additionto  that  there  is, in  many 
cases,  though  not  in  all,  a  marked 

Fig  276.-Endarteritis  obliterans  from  a  con-  thickening    of    the  internal  COat. 

Son  ^anrone'^rimSu^^^^^^^  This  is  somctimes  very  Striking, 

and  fibrous  internal  coat;  b,  middle  coat,  x  350.  shoWU  in  Fig.  27 6,  almOSt  re- 
sulting in  obliteration  of  the  smaller  arteries  (endarteritis  obliterans). 
It  would  even  appear  that  this  endarteritis  may  be  an  eariy  lesion  in 
some  cases,  occurring  before  the  definite  onset  of  the  interstitial  changes. 
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We  have  still  to  refer  to  the  naked-eye  appearances  which  are  to  be 
connected  with  the  minute  changes  already  described.   The  most  definite 
change  is  loss  of  bulk.    If  the  disease  has  begun  with  enlargement  then 
the  reduction  in  bulk  may  only  bring  the  kidney  back  to  the  normal  size. 
But  in  the  ordinary  chronic  cases  it  is  greatly  reduced  in  size,  so  that 
it  may  weigh  only  3  ounces  or  less.    The  capsule  is  adherent  to  the 
surface,  strikingly  so  in  the  very  chronic  cases,  so  that  in  attempting  to 
remove  it  pieces  of  kidney  tissue  come  with  it,  and  it  may  be  thickened 
and  opaque.    The  proper  surface  of  the  kidney  is  markedly  uneven, 
being  studded  with  small  rounded  granulations.    The  prominent  granu- 
lations are  often  somewhat  pale  in  colour,  representing  the  parts  where 
the  tubules  are  to  some  extent  preserved,  while  the  intervening  depres- 
sions have  a  reddish  colour.    Very  often  the  general  colour  is  red  with 
only  a  pale  mottling  from  the  granulations.    Cysts  are  often  visible  on 
the  surface  and  on  section.    On  section  the  cortex  is  very  manifestly 
changed.    It  is  much  less  regularly  defined  from  the  bases  of  the  pyra- 
mids than  normal,  and  the  regular  markings  which  we  see  in  the  cortex 
indicating  the  medullary  rays  are  greatly  obscured.    Its  colour  is  grey 
or  buff,  and  its  texture  is  much  more  dense  and  tough  than  normal. 
It  is  also  greatly  thinned,  sometimes  so  that  it  forms  merely  a  thin 
rind,  perhaps  only  a  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  thickness  between  the  bases 
of  the  pyramids  and  the  surface.    The  great  loss  of  cortex  may  be 
inferred  from  the  comparison  of  Fig.  274  with  Fig.  275;  the  arteries 
which  run  between  cortex  and  pyramids  (c  c)  are  seen  to  be  very  little  re- 
moved from  the  surface  in  the  former  figure  as  compared  with  the  latter. 

We  have  now  to  consider  certain  very  important  points  in  the 
pathology  of  Bright's  disease,  in  regard  to  which  it  is  necessary  to  bear 
in  mind  the  anatomical  conditions  already  described.  These  points 
are  (1)  the  causation  of  albuminuria,  (2)  the  formation  of  tube-casts, 
and  (3)  the  condition  of  the  heart  and  other  arteries  throughout  the 
body  in  Bright's  disease,  chiefly  in  relation  to  the  increased  arterial 
tension  which  is  so  important  a  result  of  chronic  Bright's  disease. 

Albuminuria  is  well  known  to  be  the  most  important  clinical  sign 
of  Bright's  disease.  By  the  term  is  meant  escape  of  albumen  from  the 
blood  serum  along  with  the  urine!  It  is  probable  that  the  albumen 
undergoes  slight  modifications  in  its  chemical  reactions  (Kirk),  but  its 
source  is  undoubtedly  the  serum  albumen.  We  have  to  consider  under 
what  circumstances  albumeiTmakes  its  escape. 
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It  may  perhaps  be  a  necessarj'  preliminary  to  inquire  why  it  does  not 
make  its  escape  under  ordinary  circumstances,  why  the  urine  is  not 
normally  albuminous.  We  know  that  the  other  transudations  from 
the  blood  contain  albumen,  and  it  seems  at  first  sight  strange  that  the 
urine  does  not.  Some  have  even  supposed  that  the  urine  as  it  is  separ- 
ated from  the  blood  at  the  glomeruli  is  normally  albuminous,  and  that 
in  its  subsequent  passage  through  the  tubules  the  albumen  is  absorbed 
by  the  epithelium  just  as  the  water  is  taken  up  and  the  urine  concen- 
trated. But  this  view  is  completely  opposed  to  known  facts.  We  have 
already  seen  that  in  chi^onic  Bright's  disease  there  is  great  destruction 
of  the  secreting  epithelium,  so  that  the  glomeruli  are,  as  it  were,  more 
near  to  the  outlets  of  the  tubules  than  normal ;  the  urine  secreted  in 
these  cases  is  very  watery,  and  has,  in  fact,  characters  which  are  presum- 
-ably  those  of  the  urine  as  it  is  separated  at  the  glomeruli.  But  it  is 
exactly  in  this  class  of  cases  that  albumen  is  frequently  absent  from  the 
urine.  Again,  in  acute  Bright's  disease  the  renal  epithelium  is  unduly 
active,  and  might  be  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  ready  to  absorb  albu- 
men as  nourishment,  but  it  is  in  these  cases  in  which  the  quantity  of 
urine  is  small  that  albumen  is  peculiarly  apt  to  be  present. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  increased  blood-pressure  in  the  vessels  of 
the  glomeruli  might  lead  to  albuminuria,  but  this  also  does  not  seem  to 
be  the  case.  We  shall  afterwards  see  that  in  chronic  nephritis  the 
blood  is  at  an  excessive  pressure,  the  excess  of  urine  being  partly  due 
to  this,  but  here  albumen  is  frequently  absent.  Then  in  active  hyper- 
femia  there  is  increased  pressure  in  the  vessels  of  the  glomerub,  but  the 
urine  although  excessive  in  quantity  contains  no  albumen. 

The  occurrence  of  albumen  seems,  in  fact,  definitely  related  to  the 
.structural  changes  in  the  kidney.  We  have  seen  that  the  inflammation 
in  its  acute  form  aflfects  the  glomeruli  primarily,  and  it  is  probably 
because  the  structure  of  the  glomerulus  is  altered  that  the  albumen 
escapes.  In  this  view  of  it  we  infer  that  it  is  due  to  the  structui'e  of 
the  glomerulus  that  the  albumen  does  not  get  through  in  the  normal 
kidney,  and  when  this  structure,  especially  the  epithelium,  is  tampered 
with  then  albumen  passes  through  as  in  ordinary  transudations.  It  is 
to  be  presumed  that  other  causes  besides  inflammation  may  interfere 
with  the  epithelium  of  the  glomeruli.  In  acute  febrile  diseases  it  may 
partake  in  the  general  parenchymatous  degeneration  of  the  organs 
generally,  and  so  allow  of  the  passage  of  albumen.  In  passive  hjijer- 
.^mia  also  its  nutrition  will  suff^er  and  we  may  have  albuminuria. 
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Tube-Casts.— In  cases  of  Bright's  disease  these  are  usually  visible 
in  all  parts  of  the  tubules,  in  the  convoluted  tubules  of  the  cortex,  the 
loops  of  Henle,  and  the  straight  tubules,  and  they  are  sometimes  pres- 
ent in  very  large  numbers.  Those  in  the  convoluted  tubules  and  m 
the  straight  tubules  of  the  pyramids  are  of  larger  dimensions  than  an 
the  loops  of  Henle.  For  the  most  part  the  casts  are  translucent  and 
homogeneous  in  appearance,  forming  HYALINE  casts.  But  there  may  be 
epithelium  or  fatty  debris  inclosed  in  them,  and  so  we  have  epithelial 
and  FATTY  casts.  Very  frequently,  as  it  lies  in  the  tubule,  a  cast  pre- 
sents a  transverse  fracture,  as  if  by  shrinldng  it  had  parted  in  the 
middle. 

In  regard  to  the  ORIGIN  of  these  casts  they  are  probably  for  the  most 
part  of  the  nature  of  fibrinous  exudations.  They  are  mostly  present  in 
the  more  acute  forms  of  Bright's  disease,  and  in  these  forms  we  have 
the  conditions  requisite  for  the  formation  of  fibrine  (see  p.  87).  The 
albumen  in  the  urine  indicates  an  exudation  of  blood-plasma  containing 
fibrinogen,  and  there  are  also  leucocytes  exuded  in  these  acute  cases. 
The  coagulation  will  occur  the  more  readily  if  the  tubules  have  already 
lost  their  epithelium.  But,  besides  this  origin,  tube-casts  may  appar- 
ently be  composed  of  altered  epithelium.  Epithelium  may  be  broken 
down  and  discharged  from  the  convoluted  tubules  and  impacted  into  the 
loops  of  Henle,  where  it  may  form  cylinders.  The  epithelium  may  also, 
as  we  have  formerly  seen,  undergo  coagulation  necrosis,  and  even  hyaline 
cyhnders  may  have  this  origin.  It  will  be  observed,  however,  that 
such  casts  are  hardly  diflerent  to  the  proper  fibrinous  ones,  the  fibrino- 
gen has  the  same  source,  while  the  epithelium  furnishes  the  fibrino- 
plastic  substance  and  ferment  instead  of  the  leucocytes. 

It  is  well  known  that  tube-casts  are  of  common  occurrence  IN  THE 
URINE,  being  washed  out  of  the  tubules.  In  this  connection  it  is  to  be 
remembered  that  they  are  composed  of  a  soft  plastic  substance  and  will 
be  readily  floated  along,  accommodating  themselves  to  the  various 
bends  of  the  tubules.  Looking  to  the  large  size  of  the  convoluted  tub- 
ules as  compared  with  the  loops  of  Henle  which  immediately  succeed 
them,  it  has  been  supposed  that  tube-casts  often  become  impacted  in  the 
latter  and  cause  obstruction  to  the  exit  of  the  urine.  It  is  very  doubt- 
ful, however,  whether  this  takes  place  to  any  considerable  extent,  the 
casts  are  so  soft  and  compressible  that  they  probably  pass  these  smaller 
tubules  very  readily.  It  seems  likely  that  tube-casts  are  often  present 
in  much  larger  numbers  in  the  kidneys  after  death  than  they  have  usu- 
ally been  during  life.    Just  before  death  the  blood-pressure  is  generally 
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low,  and  the  scci'otion  of  urine  diminished,  so  that  the  casts  are  not 
washed  out  as  they  are  during  the  more  vigorous  period  of  life. 

We  liavo  next  to  consider  the  changes  in  the  heart  and  arteries 
which  are  frequent  concomitants  of  Bi'ight's  disease.  Of  the  structural 
changes  the  most  important  are  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  of 
the  heart  and  of  the  walls  of  the  vessels,  while  the  increased  tension  in 
the  arteries  is  the  most  important  functional  alteration. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  of 
the  heart,  and  ascribed  it  to  increase  of  the  arterial  tension.  It  has 
been  held  that  the  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  is  itself  the  cause  of  the 
increased  arterial  tension,  or  at  least  that  it  is  a  concomitant,  but  it 
is  now  generally  acknowledged  that  the  increase  of  the  muscular 
tissue  of  the  heart  is  due  to  an  effort  to  overcome  an  excessive  resistance 
in  the  peripheral  blood-vessels.  There  are  several  difficult  questions 
which  here  come  up  for  consideration.  One  of  these  is  whether  the 
lesions  in  the  kidney  are  sufficient  of  themselves  to  produce  increased 
blood-pressure  in  the  general  systemic  arterial  system.  If  this  ques- 
tion be  answered  in  the  negative,  then  it  has  to  be  decided  whether 
the  changes  in  the  arteries  throughout  the  body  are  consequent  on 
the  kidney-disease,  or  coincident  phenomena  due  to  the  irritant  which 
produces  the  lesions  in  the  kidney. 

Here,  at  the  outset,  it  is  important  to  remark  that  in  these  dis^^ussions 
we  have  to  do  with  chronic  Bright's  disease,  that  is  to  say,  with  cases 
in  which  interstitial  changes  have  occurred.  The  changes  occur  most 
typically  with  the  pronounced  cirrhotic  kidney,  but  they  are  also  present 
with  the  large  white  kidney  if  the  interstitial  change  be  at  all  con- 
siderable. The  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  does  not  occur  unless  the 
general  health  of  the  patient  be  sufficiently  good  to  allow  of  the 
muscular  substance  of  the  heart  being  well  noimshed.  Hence  it  is 
absent  in  cases  where  the  presence  of  amyloid  disease  indicates  that 
the  blood  is  deteriorated.  It  is  also  absent  in  cases  where  a  profuse 
albuminuria  has  rendered  the  blood  highly  watery. 

Of  late  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  regard  the  increased 
arterial  tension  as  due  to  changes  in  the  smaller  arteries  throughout 
the  body,  the  changes  in  the  kidney  being  merely  a  part  of  a  general 
vascular  lesion.  This  view  has  received  its  most  systematic  formula- 
tion in  the  descriptions  by  Gull  and  Sutton  of  the  so-called  arterio- 
CAPILLARY  FIBROSIS.  Their  view  is  that  in  the  finer  arteries  and 
capillaries  a  development  of  fibrous  tissue  occurs,  and  that  though 
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this  may  hegin  in  the  kidneys,  it  may  also  take  origin  in  other  organs 
The  contraction  and  atrophy  of  the  kidneys,  in  this  view,  are  but  part 
and  parcel  of  the  general  morbid  change.  We  have  here_  then  repre- 
sented a  general  disease  of  the  vessels  as  the  essential  basis  of  chronic 
Bricrht's  disease.  Still  more  lately  Mahomed  has  asserted  the  existence 
of  increased  arterial  tension  with  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  with- 
out any  considerable  disease  of  the  kidney,  and  he  even  speaks  of  a 
stac^e  of  "  chronic  Bright's  disease  without  nephritis." 

As  to  the  arterio-capillary  fibrosis  of  Gull  and  Sutton,  there  are 
many  very  competent  observers  who,  after  careful  investigation,  have 
denied  its  existence  altogether.  The  arteries  usually  chosen  for  investi- 
gation are  those  of  the  pia  mater,  and  while  hypertrophy  of  the 
muscular  coat  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  present,  the  thickening 
of  the  external  coat  is  much  more  doubtful.  It  may  be  acknow- 
ledged that  the  walls  of  the  arteries  are  thickened,  however,  and  the 
degree  of  thickening  may  be  inferred  from  the  accompanying  figures 
(Fig.  277)  from  Dr.  Dickinson's  work  on  Albuminuria.    It  may  quite 


Fig.  277.— Arteries  of  the  pia  mater  in  case  of  granular  kidney  and  in  health.  In  the 
former  the  middle  coat  and,  to  some  extent,  the  external  are  thickened.  (Dickinson.) 


well  be,  however,  that  these  conditions  are  really  the  result  of  increased 
tension.  If  the  blood  is  present  in  the  finer  arteries  at  an  increased 
pressure,  then  in  order  to  prevent  a  permanent  active  hypersemia  the 
muscular  coat  must  contract  more  vigorously,  and  this  will  produce 
a  hypertrophy  of  it.  The  thickening  of  the  external  coat  will  fortify 
the  middle  coat  and  assist  in  keeping  the  circulation  in  proper  con- 
dition. 

This  raises  the  important  question  whether  there  is  any  proof  that 
lesions  of  undoubted  renal  origin  ever  produce  increased  arterial 
tension  and  hypertrophy  of  the  heart.  In  order  to  answer  this  ques- 
tion it  is  necessary  to  leave  out  of  account  all  cases  in  which  the  origin 
of  the  kidney  disease  is  obscure,  because  it  may  be  said  that  in  these 
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cases  arterial  changes  have  occurred  simultaneously  elsewhere,  and  had 
a  similar  cause. 

In  answer  to  this  question  various  facts  may  be  adduced.  Dickinson 
refers  to  cases  in  which  distension  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney  from 
stone  has  led  to  the  contracted  kidney  with  all  the  vascular  and  cardiac 
lesions.  Then  there  are  on  record  a  considerable  number  of  cases 
of  double  hydronephrosis  in  which  extreme  hypertrophy  of  the  left 
ventricle  has  been  present.  Recently  Gravitz  and  Israel  have  pro- 
duced nephritis  in  animals  by  ligaturing  the  renal  artery  on  one  side 
for  one  and  a  half  to  two  hours,  and  then  letting  the  ligature  loose. 
The  consequence  was  similar  to  that  already  referred  to  in  regard  to 
ligature  of  the  arteries  in  the  ear  of  the  rabbit,  namely,  an  acute 
inflammation.  If  the  animal  survived  long  enough  the  inflammation 
resulted  in  contraction  of  the  kidney,  and  in  many  cases  there  was 
hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  of  the  heart.  Here  is  an  undoubted 
case  in  which  disease  artificially  induced  in  one  kidney  has  resulted  in 
hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle. 

When  we  consider  that  hypertrophy  of  the  left  ventricle  results  not 
only  from  the  ordinary  chronic  nephritis,  but  also  in  cases  which  have 
begun  acutely  after  scarlet  fever,  and  where  the  condition  presented  is 
that  of  the  large  white  kidney  ;  when  we  see  also  that  a  disease  such  as. 
double  hydronephrosis  which  obstructs  the  circulation  in  the  two 
kidneys,  as  well  as  a  shrinking  of  the  kidney  artificially  produced,  are 
followed  by  hypertrophy  of  the  heart,  then  we  seem  forced  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  increased  arterial  tension  and  hyiDertrophj''  are  really 
due  to  the  disease  in  the  kidneys.  The  general  statement  may  indeed 
be  made  that,  given  a  disease  which  seriously  obstructs  the  capillaries 
and  smaller  arteries  of  both  kidneys,  you  will  have  hypertrophy  of 
the  left  ventricle,  provided  the  person  is  in  a  tolerably  vigorous  state  of 
health. 

That  there  is  a  serious  obstruction  of  the  capillaries  and  small 
arteries  of  the  kidney  in  interstitial  nephritis  does  not  admit  of  ques- 
tion. The  mere  anatomical  details  indicate  this.  We  have  seen  that 
the  uriniferous  tubules,  with  their  surrounding  capillaries,  are  greatly 
destroyed,  and  the  glomeruli  to  a  large  extent  reduced  to  solid  clumps. 
In  addition  to  this  the  result  of  injection  Avith  coloured  material  shows 
that  there  is  great  impermeability  of  the  capillaries  and  of  the  vessels  of 
the  glomeruli.  This  has  been  proved  in  a  diff"erent  way  by  some  im- 
portant observations  of  Thoma.  He  has  injected  at  a  constant  pres- 
sure dilute  solutions  of  common  salt  and  gelatine  into  the  renal  artery 
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in  noimal  and  contracted  kidneys,  and  observed  the  amount  which 
flowed  out  by  the  veins  in  a  given  time.  In  the  case  of  the  contracted 
kidney  the  outflow  per  minute  was  considerably  reduced,  evidently 
pointing  to  an  obstruction  in  the  finer  vessels. 

We  have  now  to  point  out  that  the  eff'ect  of  this  obstruction  in  the 
capillaries  and  glomeruli  will  be  to  increase  the  blood-pressure  in  the 
remaining  arteries  of  the  kidney,  provided  there  is  no  serious  ob- 
struction in  them.  The  endarteritis  which  we  saw  to  exist  in 
interstitial  nephritis  narrows  the  cahbre  to  some  extent,  but  careful 
measurements  by  Thoma  show  that  on  the  average  the  size  of  the 
arteries  is  but  very  shghtly  diminished,  and  that  in  comparison 
with  the  weight  of  the  kidney  the  arteries  are  greatly  larger  than  the 
normal.  Under  these  circumstances,  with  a  normal  pressure  in  the 
aorta,  there  will  be  an  excessive  pressure  in  the  general  renal  arteries 
and  this  pressure  will  tell  on  the  vessels  of  the  glomeruli  which 
remain  unobstructed. 

There  are  several  facts  which  indicate  that  the  pressure,  in  the 
vessels  of  the  glomeruli  which  remain  pervious,  is  very  excessive.  The 
author,  in  a  paper  published  in  1875,  recorded  some  observations 
on  injections  of  the  kidneys  in  Bright's  disease.  A^Tien  a  solution 
of  gelatine  coloured  with  carmine  was  injected  into  the  renal  artery,  in 
cases  of  chronic  Bright's  disease,  it  was  found  that  while  the  capillaries 
were  largely  uninjected,  the  mass  ran  to  a  considerable  extent  from  the 
glomeruli  into  the  convoluted  tubules.  This  would  indicate  an  exces- 
sive pressure  in  the  vessels  of  the  glomeruli.  Then  the  occurrence 
of  blood-corpuscles  in  the  tubules  in  interstitial  nephritis  is  not  infre- 
quent, the  blood  being  present  in  the  first  part  of  the  tubules  and 
obviously  coming  from  the  glomeruli. 

The  excessive  pressure  in  the  glomeruli  is  also  indicated  during  life 
by  the  large  amount  of  urine  secreted  by  the  contracted  kidney.  The 
increase  in  the  general  arterial  tension,  with  the  hypertrophy  of 
the  heart,  doubtless  has  to  do  with  this  increased  flow  of  urine,  but 
when  we  consider  that  in  cases  of  contracted  kidney  there  are  frequently 
only  a  few  glomeruli  still  pervious,  we  may  infer  that  a  very  excessive 
pressure  must  exist  in  their  vessels  in  order  to  produce  this  exceedingly 
abundant  flow. 

One  of  Thoma's  observations  is  of  considerable  importance  here.  In 
his  various  experiments,  in  which  gelatine  and  salt  solution  were  in- 
jected into  the  renal  artery,  he  used  a  constant  pressure.  He  desired  to 
obtam  the  pressure  in  the  renal  artery,  and  in  order  to  obtain  this  ap- 

2  Y  ^ 


70G  DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY  ORGANS. 

proximately,  he  connected  the  cannula  inserted  into  that  artery  with  a 
manometer.  He  found  that  while  in  the  normal  kidney  the  pressure 
was  14-5,  in  the  contracted  kidney  it  amounted  to  from  15  to  15-7  cm. 
of  mercury.  There  was  thus,  even  in  the  main  renal  artery,  an  abnor- 
mally high  pressure  in  the  contracted  kidney,  and  in  the  finer  arteries 
the  excess  of  pressure  must  have  been  still  greater. 

We  have  now  to  consider  what  bearing  these  facts  have  on  the  ques- 
tion of  increase  of  the  general  arterial  tension.    It  is  clear  that,  though 
the  obstruction  in  the  renal  circulation  is  sufficient  to  raise  the  pressure 
in  the  renal  arteries,  it  alone  is  not  enough  to  raise  it  in  the  general  sys- 
temic arteries,  considering  that  there  are  such  means  of  varying  the 
tension  in  the  arteries  by  relaxing  or  contracting  the  muscular  coat. 
Ligature  of  the  renal  artery  or  extirpation  of  the  kidney  has  not  been 
found  as  a  rule  to  raise  the  tension,  and  even  ligature  of  the  aorta  at  its 
bifurcation  does  not  raise  it  for  any  considerable  time.    Even  the  view 
of  Cohnheim  cannot  meet  with  general  acceptance,  at  least  in  its  ongmal 
form.  According  to  this  view  anaemia  of  an  organ  must  be  compensated 
either  by  hypera^mia  in  another  organ  or  else  by  loss  of  a  corresponding 
amount  of  blood,  otherwise  a  rise  in  the  blood-pressure  occurs.  AVhen 
one  kidney  is  excised  or  its  artery  ligatured  a  collateral  hyperemia 
occurs  in  the  other  kidney  and  it  undergoes  compensatory  hypertrophy. 
But  when  both  kidneys  are  simultaneously  diseased,  as  in  Bright's  dis- 
ease, there  is  no  organ  to  compensate,  and  if  the  arteries  of  the  kidney 
are  to  admit  as  much  blood  as  normal  there  must  be  a  rise  of  blood- 
pressure  in  them.  +-u„ 
Looking  now  at  the  matter  more  closely,  we  have  seen  that,  ip  the 
case  of  the^ontracted  kidney,  with  a  normal  pressure  in  the  genera 
arterial  system  there  is  a  greatly  increased  pressure  in  the  finer  renal 
arteries,  and.  a  considerable  increase  even  in  the  mam  renal  artery. 
This  increase  will  be  communicated  to  the  general  systemic  circulation, 
as  the  renal  arteries  are  in  communication  with  the  aorta.    Let  us 
suppose  that  it  is  at  once  compensated  by  a  relaxation  of  manj^ 
arteri  s  throughout  the  body,  and  the  pressure  falls  to  normal.  But 
Iven     the  normal  pressure  there  is  a  comparative  increase  of  pressure 
n  th  renal  arteries  which  is  again  communicated  to  the  general  cii.u- 
lation.    So  that  as  soon  as  there  is  a  fall  of  pressure  there  will  be  a 
^  h  renewal  of  t^  ^ i^^^"  ^ 

body,  Zn  the  Lod  passing  into  the  renal  arteries  at  an  excessive  pres- 
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sure  will,  in  the  arteries  of  the  kidney,  be  raised  to  a  pressure  still 
farther  above  the  normal  for  these  vessels. 

We  have  seen  that  the  arteries  proximal  to  the  glomeruli  are  hardly 
at  all  reduced  in  calibre,  and  with  the  great  obstruction  ahead  we  may 
suppose  these  arteries  distended  and  their  walls  reacting  against  the  ex- 
cessive pressure  of  the  blood.  It  is  as  if  at  a  part  of  the  arterial  system 
there  were  the  continuous  action  of  an  apparatus  engaged  in  raising  the 
general  pressure  within  this  system. 

On  these  principles  we  can  even  understand  how,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, excision  of  one  kidney  may  produce  permanent  increase  of 
tension.  After  excision  of  one  kidney  the  arteries  of  the  other  undergo 
a  considerable  relaxation  and  there  is  a  collateral  hyperemia.  An  ex- 
cessive amount  of  blood  reaches  the  glomeruli,  and  it  is  conceivable  that 
these  and  the  capillaries  may  be  unable  to  allow  of  the  passage  of  this 
excessive  blood  quite  freely.  There  will  be  thus  a  comparative  obstruc- 
tion in  the  glomeruli  and  capillaries  with  increased  pressure  in  the 
arteries.  As  a  rule,  this  is  not  sufficient  to  affect  the  general  circula- 
tion, but  according  to  the  exjDeriments  of  Gravitz  and  Israel  extirpation 
of  one  kidney  does  lead  to  hypertrophy  of  the  heart  when  the  other 
does  not  fully  compensate. 

By  some  it  may  be  supposed  that,  considering  the  small  capacity  of 
the  renal  arteries  as  compared  with  that  of  the  entire  arterial  system, 
the  effects  of  such  a  local  increase  of  pressure  must  be  very  limited  and 
insufficient  to  account  for  the  general  rise  in  pressure.  If  this  argu- 
ment be  well  founded  then  we  have  to  look  for  some  permanent 
obstruction  in  the  systemic  circulation,  either  in  the  arteries  or  in  the 
capillaries,  to  explain  the  increased  tension.  From  what  has  gone  before 
it  is  manifest  that  such  changes,  if  they  exist,  must  be  secondary  to  the 
lesions  in  the  kidney,  and  are  to  be  probably  referred  to  changes  in  the 
constitution  of  the  blood  causing  morbid  effects  in  the  arteries  and 
capillaries.  We  may  even  suppose  that  the  altered  blood  has  greater 
difficulty  in  passing  through  the  capillaries  generally  than  normal,  and 
this  would  produce  increase  of  tension  in  the  arteries. 

SEPTIC  INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

These  are  such  as  are  induced  by  the  presence  in  the  organ  of  septic 
organisms.  There  are  two  important  classes  of  cases ;  in  one  the  source 
of  the  organisms  is  outside  the  urinary  organs,  the  septic  material  being 
brought  by  the  blood;  in  the  other  the  source  of  the  organisms  is  de- 
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composition  of  the  urine  in  the  bladder,  and  they  are  propagated  u]) 
from  the  hitter. 

We  have  ah-oady  seen  that  in  PY/EMIA  and  ulcerative  ENDOCAR- 
DITIS pieces  of  fil)rinc  or  other  mutenal  may  l)e  cariied  to  the  kidney.s 
and  produce  embohsm  there.   In  this  way  arise  METASTATIC  ABSCESSES. 
For  the  most  part  the  emboli  are  small  and  are  carried  to  the  ascending 
arteries  or  the  glomeruli  before  they  stick.    Hence  the  abscesses  are 
mostly  in  the  cortical  substance,  although  they  are  not  infrequently 
seen  in  the  pyramids  along  the  course  of  the  arteries  recta?,  and  there 
may  even  be  large  ones  taking  in  portions  both  of  pyramids  and  cortex. 
The  abscesses  are  usually  elongated  in  the  direction  of  the  arteries,  and 
they  often  project  slightly  from  the  surface  when  the  capsule  is  re- 
moved.   They  are  frequently  present  in  considerable  numbers  in  both 
kidneys. 
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Under  the  microscope  it  can  be  seen  that  the  abscesses  arise  by  ob- 
struction of  the  arteries  (see  Fig.  278).  Where  the  embolism  has  been 
recent  the  wall  of  the  vessel  and  the  tissue  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  the  embolus  present  evidences  of  necrosis,  while  around  there 
are  multitudes  of  leucocytes  occupying  the  interstitial  tissue.  In  the 
embolus  there  are  colonies  of  bacteria  in  the  midst  of  remains  of  the 
transported  fibrine.  When  the  abscess  has  fully  formed,  these  characters 
may  be  lost  in  the  great  multijilication  of  leucocytes.  Besides  in  the 
arteries  colonies  of  bacteria  are  to  be  found  in  the  vessels  of  the  glom- 
eruli, sometimes  filHng  many 
of  them  out  with  a  dark 
granular  mass,  and  also  in 
the  capillaries.  It  is  some- 
times to  be  seen  that  these 
colonies  are  present  in  the 
glomeruK  and  capillaries 
without  signs  of  inflamma- 
tion around  In  such  cases 
they  are  of  recent  growth 
and  have  not  had  time  to 
produce  inflammation  by 
giving  off"  irritating  pro- 
ducts. To  some  extent  the 
bacteria  may  multiply  in  the 
glomeruli  and  capillaries  af- 
ter death. 

The  bacteria  found  in 
these  cases,  as  probably  in 
all  septic  inflammations,  are 
MICROCOCCI  (see  Fig.  279). 

In  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
colonies  of  bacteria  are  some- 
times to  be  seen  in  the  capil- 
laries and  urinif  erous  tubules 
of  the  kidney  (Fig.  280). 
They  are  not  evidently  ac- 
companied by  local  inflam- 
mation, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  we  have  here  to  do  with  the 
specific  organisms  of  the  fever,  which  have  been  sparsely  present  in 
the  kidney  at  the  time  of  death-perhaps  in  process  of  excretion- 
and  have  multipled  into  colonies  after  death. 


Fig.  279.— Micrococci  in  a  capillary  (6)  of  the  kidney 
from  a  case  of  pyajmia.  There  is  a  tubule  on  ejther 
side,  the  nuclei  of  whose  epithelium  (a,  a)  are  visible 
except  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  micrococci,  where 
they  seem  to  be  destroyed,    x  (550. 


Kig.  280.— Bacteria  distending  a  capillary  blood-vessel 
m  a  case  of  scarlet  fever,    x  350. 
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PVELONEiMfKlTis. — The  othci'  kind  of  septic  inflammation  arises  in 
connection  with  inflammation  in  the  bladder,  ureter  and  pelvis  of  the 
kidney.    As  the  inflammation  of  pelvis  and  kidney  is  continuous  the 
condition  is  often  designated  pyelonephritis,  which  means  a  combined 
inflammation  of  these  two.     The  inflammation  in  all  these  parts  is 
septic,  due  to  the  action  of  l^acteria  producing  decomposition  of 
the  urine.    We  shall  have  to  study  afterwards  the  condition  of  the 
l)ladder,  ureters,  and  pelvis  in  these  cases,  but  meanwhile  we  have 
to  note  that  the  organisms  may  propagate  themselves  into  the  kidney 
tissue.    For  the  most  part  they  enter  the  tubules  from  the  pelvis 
of  the  kidney,  and  are  to  be  found  forming  the  usual  colonies  inside  the 
tubules,  although  sometimes  the  alterations  in  the  tissue  are  such  that 
it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  organisms  are  in  the  tubules  or 
in  capillary  blood-vessels,  especially  as  the  epithelium  is  often  necrosed 
and  overwhelmed  with  bacteria. 

Besides  this  regular  path  of  entrance  the  organisms  may  penetrate 
from  the  ureter  or  bladder  into  the  loose  connective  tissue  around,  and  as 
this  is  continuous  with  that  around  the  kidney  they  may  propagate  up 
to  the  capsule  of  the  kidney,  producing  abscesses  there  (perinephric 
ABSCESSES),  as  well  as  penetrating  into  the  kidney  from  the  surface  and 
forming  abscesses  in  it.  This  mo.le  of  travel  has  been  followed  out  hy 
Dr  Steven' in  a  case  which  came  under  observation  here. 

The  septic  material  in  the  tubules  affects  the  renal  epithelium  most 
directly,  causing  necrosis  and  disintegration  of  it.  But  the  dissolved 
products  extend  beyond  the  tubules  and  set  up  an  acute  mflamma- 
tion  of  the  kidney  substance.  The  inflammation  may  be  tolerably 
homogeneous,  the  leucocytes  infiltrating  the  whole  interstitial  tissue, 
and  appearing  also  in  the  uriniferous  tubules.  But  as  a  rule  there  are 
special  foci,  in  which  it  goes  on  to  suppuration,  resulting  m  the  forma- 
tion of  small  ABSCESSES.    When  the  abscesses  have  formed  it  is  usually 

difficult  any  longer  to  find  the  bacteria.  _  ,„ffl,;p,tlv 

The  appearance  of  the  kidneys  in  such  cases  is  usualh^  sufficiently 
distinctive.  It  often  happens  that  only  one  kidney  is  affected,  the 
septic  process  having  extended  up  one  ureter  and  not  the  othel^  In 
tMs  respect  this  disease  differs  from  the  precedmg  one  wher  the 

metastatic  abscesses  are  always  "^^''^ '''^^^^^^^^^ 

is  greatly  enlarged,  and,   generally  ^vlth  signs  of  inflammation 
he  pelvis,  there  are  numerous  small  yellow  points  and  abscesses  in 
the  kCe;  tissue.    The  abscesses  are  in  the  form  of  elongated  streaks 
Tth  d'ltion  from  pelvis  to  surface,  and  they  are  present  as  well  in 
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the  pyramids  as  the  cortex.  They  are  sometimes  in  groups,  and  we  may 
have  such  groups  visible,  projecting  from  the  surface,  when  the  capsule 
is  removed. 

As  a  general  rule  the  patient  dies  with  these  miHary  abscesses  m  the 
kidney,  but  if  only  one  kidney  is  involved  he  may  survive  and  the 
process  assume  a  further  development.  The  abscesses,  by  fresh  invasion 
of  bacteria,  may  multiply  and  coalesce.  In  this  way  abscesses  of  large 
size  may  form,  finally,  perhaps,  involving  the  entire  kidney  out  to  its 
capsule.  The  abscess  may  even  increase  in  size  after  the  whole  kidney 
is  destroyed,  and  form  a  bulky  tumour.  The  suppuration  may  extend 
beyond  the  kidney  and  lead  to  perinephric  abscess.  Perforation  some 
times  occurs  externally,  or  into  a  neighbouring  loop  of  intestine. 

Sometimes  these  abscesses  have  no  communication  with  the  pelvis 
throughout  their  course.  But  not  infrequently  they  are  associated  with 
and  originate  in  suppuration  in  the  pelvis.  In  that  case  the  destruction 
of  the  renal  tissue  proceeds  in  a  more  regular  manner  out  from  the 
pelvis,  follomng  the  arrangement  of  the  calyces  to  a  large  extent.  In 
this  way  the  abscess  may  be  divided  by  partial  septa,  and  the  kidney 
may  come  to  have  an  appearance  like  that  in  hydronephrosis,  but  in  this 
case  pus  fills  the  cyst — PYONEPHROSIS. 

With  this  great  production  of  pus,  or  after  it  has  attained  its  height, 
there  may  be  production  of  cicatricial  connective  tissue,  limiting  the 
abscesses,  and  by  its  contraction  producing  sometimes  considerable 
deformity.  If  the  production  of  pus  ceases  the  abscesses  may  dry 
in,  and  we  may  have  the  cavities  filled  with  a  pultaceous  material  from 
fatty  and  calcareous  deposition.  Sometimes  the  cavities  of  the  abscesses 
contract  greatly,  and  there  may  remain  simply  a  shrunken  kidney  with 
some  cavities  in  which  are  pieces  of  chalky  substance  or  pultaceous 
material.  It  will  be  understood  that  these  abscesses  very  often  do  not 
communicate  with  the  pelvis,  and  that  when  they  do  the  shape  of  the 
kidney  is  much  better  retained.  In  the  shrunken  kidneys  there  is  often 
considerable  obliteration  of  the  pelyis  from  inflammatory  adhesion. 

Pyelitis. — ^This  name  is  given  to  inflammation  of  the  pelvis  of  the 
kidney,  and  it  is  very  frequently  associated  with  inflammation  of  the 
kidney  itself.  Even  in  acute  Bright's  disease  there  is  often  some 
inflammatory  congestion  of  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  inflammations 
originating  in  the  pelvis  frequently  spread  to  the  kidney  proper.  In- 
flammation of  the  pelvis  is  very  frequently  septic,  and  in  that  case,  as  we 
have  seen,  it  may  associate  itself  with  a  septic  inflammation  of  the 
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kidney,  and  go  on  to  pyelonephritis.  Sometimes  the  inflammation 
of  the  pelvis  is  particularly  violent,  so  as  to  assume  a  necrotic  character, 
going  rapidly  on  to  suppurative  nephritis,  and  perinephritis. 

Pyelitis  is  sometimes  set  up  by  the  irritation  of  calculi  in  the 
pelvis.  It  is  here  for  the  most  part  a  chronic  inflammation.  Chronic 
inflammation  may  also  occur  as  the  result  of  stagnation  of  urine  from 
obstruction  in  the  urinary  passages.  The  mucous  membrane  is  thickened, 
sometimes  showing  even  irregular  projections,  and  is  not  infrequently 
incrusted  with  phosphates  from  the  stagnating  urine.  In  this  way 
calculi  may  form,  and  it  may  be  difficult  to  say  whether  an  existing 
calculus  is  the  cause  or  the  effect  of  the  inflammation. 


EETROGEADE  CHANGES  IN  THE  KIDNEYS. 

Some  of  these  occur,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  renal  epithelium  in 
Bright's  disease,  chiefly  cloudy  swelling  and  fatty  degeneration,  but  we 
have  here  to  do  with  such  as  are  met  with  more  independently. 

Simple  atrophy  occurs  mostly  as  one  of  the  phenomena  of  old 
AGE.  The  whole  structures  of  the  kidneys  undergo  diminution  in  size, 
but  very  often  this  affects  especially  the  secreting  epithelium  of  the  con- 
voluted tubules.    If  this  be  the  case  there  may  be  a  special  shrinking 

of  the  cortex,  and  the  kidneys  may 
be  like  those  of  chronic  Bright's 
disease.  Sometimes  also  the  sur- 
face is  granular  and  the  capsule 
adherent. 

Parenchymatous  infiltra- 
tion, or  cloudy  swelHng,  must  be 
remembered  as  liable  to  occur  in 
acute  febrile  diseases.  There  is  a 
general  enlargement  of  the  renal 
epithehum  with  infiltration  of  fine 
granules  in  the  midst  of  which  fine 
fat  drops  are  scattered.  (Fig.  281.) 
The  pyramidal  tubules  as  well  as 

Fig.  28l.-Cloudy  swelling  of  renal  epithelium,  those  of  the  COrteX  are  iuvolved, 

the  affection  being  usually  homo- 
oil  drops.   X  350.  o-encous.    It  is  important  to  note 

that  this  condition  may  produce  considerable  enlargement  of  the  kidney 
without  obvious  change  in  its  structure  to  the  naked  eye. 
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Fatty  degeneration  of  the  renal  epithelium  is  not  infrequently 
present  in  cachectic  conditions  such  as  advanced  phthisis  pulmonalis,  m 
which,  however,  it  is  often  associated  with  amyloid  disease  or  interstitial 
nephritis.  In  severe  anaemias  it  is  also  met  with  along  with  fatty 
deijeneration  of  the  muscular  substance  of  the  heart.  It  occurs,  too,  m 
acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver. 

AiVIYLOID   DEGENERATION    OF   THE   KIDNEY   develops,   aS  we  haVB 

already  seen,  along  with  amyloid  disease  in  other  organs  in  consequence 
of  certain  altered  states  of  the  blood.  As  in  other  situations  so  here  it 
is  chiefly  the  walls  of  the  blood-vessels  which  are  affected. 

Even  in  very  early  cases,  in  which  the  amount  of  amyloid  disease  is 
slight  we  usually  find  it  in  two  distinct  and  separate  structures,  namely, 
the  Malpighian  tufts  and  the  arterise  rectse  of  the  pyramids.  The 
vessels  of  the  tufts,  generally  along  with  the  arteries  leading  to  them, 
are  swelled  up  and  hyaline.  The  rose  colour  developed  with  methyl- 
violet  is  so  striking  that  in  sections  stained  with  this  dye  it  often  looks 
as  if  the  tufts  were  injected.  They  are  also  considerably  enlarged,  and 
even  without  the  addition  of  iodine  or  methylviolet  they  form  very  promi- 
nent, transparent  and  glancing  clumps  in  the  cortex.  The  arterise  rectse 
I'un,  as  we  have  seen,  in  bunches,  and  their  appearance  with  methyl- 
violet  is  that  of  a  series  of  rose-coloured  tubes.  They  are  also  suffi- 
ciently pronounced  as  a  rule  without  any  reagent,  appearing  as  pearly 
glancing  tubes. 

While  these  structures  are  first  and  chiefly  involved,  others  usually 
follow.  There  is  amyloid  disease  extensively  present  in  the  arteries 
of  the  cortex,  the'  ascending  and  aff'erent  arteries.  Very  often  there  is 
here  and  there  a  capillary  of  the  cortex  aff'ected,  and  sometimes  these 
are  extensively  so  even  in  comparatively  slight  cases.  Lastly  the 
basement  membrane  of  the  tubules  may  become  amyloid,  chiefly  in  the 
cortical  substance.    (See  Fig.  282.) 

Along  with  the  amyloid  disease  of  the  vessels  there  is  usually  fatty 
degeneration  of  the  epithelium  of  the  tubules,  apparently  the  result  of 
anaemia  from  the  obstruction  of  the  vessels. 

There  is  also  very  often  interstitial  inflammation  present,  and  it  is 
frequently  so  great  as  to  present  a  combination  of  the  amyloid  and  con- 
tracted kidney.  Fig.  283  shows  a  microscopic  section  of  such  a 
kidney  in  which  the  amyloid  glomeruli  are  brought  close  together  by 
contraction  and  destruction  of  the  tubules. 

This  combination  of  contracted  and  amyloid  kidney  is  sometimes  met 
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with  in  sypliilis,  the  virus  of  which  may  be  the  cause  of  the  interstitial 
inflammation.  Again  in  phthisis  pulmonahs,  and  in  extensive  sup- 
l)urations  from  diseased  bone,  there  may  readily  occur  an  al)Sorption  of 


Fig.  282. — Amyloid  degeneration  of  the  basement  membrane  of 
uriniferous  tubules.  The  thickened  and  translucent  basement 
membrane  is  shown  with  the  renal  epithelium  inside,    x  350 


Fiff  283  -Amyloid  and  contracted  kidney.    The  highly  amy- 
loid ^and'ihercTo^e  greatly  enlarged 

tViPir  pansules  being  somewhat  thickened,  ibe  tuns  are  ver^ 
undulv  K  toSr,  owing  to  contraction  of  tlie  mtervennig 
tissue.^  Between  them  there  round-cell  tissue  with  remams  of 
tubules.    X  85. 

irritating  materials  which  are  capable  of  setting  up  inflammation.  The 
contracted  amyloid  kidney  is  not  accompanied  by  hypertrophy  of  tlie 
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heart,  the  reason  apparently  being  that,  as  the  blood  is  deteriorated,  the 
compensatory  growth  of  muscular  tissue  can  scarcely  occur. 

In  regard  to  the  NAKED-EYE  APPEAEANCES,  the  simple  amyloid 
kidney  is°enlarged,  and  sometimes  greatly  enlarged,  so  that  the  organ 
wei-hs  nine  or  ten  ounces.  The  surface  is  pale  and  the  capsu  e 
com^'es  off-  easily.  On  section  the  cortex  is  seen  to  be  thickened  and  pale 
in  colour.  The  general  appearance  therefore  resembles  that  of  the 
large  white  kidney,  and  doubtless  many  cases  have  been  mistaken  for 
that.  But  the  organ  in  amyloid  disease  has  a  firm  elastic  feeling  and  a 
transparent  bacony  appearance  on  section,  which  is  distinctive  enough. 
The  thick  pale  transparent  cortex  usually  contrasts  with  the  redder 
but  still  tolerably  firm  pyramidal  substance,  and  the  appearance  has 
been  somewhat  aptly  compared  to  the  section  of  bacon  ham.  The 
name  lardaceous  kidney  is  often  applied  from  the  transparent  appear- 
ance of  the  tissue.  In  the  midst  of  the  transparent  basis  opaque  yellow 
streaks  are  often  visible,  from  the  fatty  degeneration  of  the  epithelium. 
The  addition  of  a  solution  of  iodine  to  the  cut  surface  of  such  a  kidney 
brings  out  the  aff^ected  glomeruli  as  brown  dots  and  the  arteria?  recta? 
as  brown  streaks.  If  the  kidney  be  contracted,  the  granulations  on  the 
surface  show  the  usual  transparent  waxy  appearance  of  the  amyloid 
kidney,  and  on  section  the  cortex  though  greatly  thinned  shows  a 
similar  condition. 

The  amyloid  substance  apparently  allows  fluid  to  pass  through 
it  more  readily  than  ordinary  albuminous  structures.  Injection  of  the 
amyloid  kidney  shows  that  the  vessels  of  the  glomeruli  and  the  arteries 
of  the  cortex  are  largely  obstructed.  It  may  well  be  that  this  leads  to 
increased  blood-pressure  in  the  remaining  arteries,  but  with  the  general 
narrowing  of  the  smaller  arteries  this  can  hardly  tell  with  much  force 
on  the  glomeruli  which  remain  pervious.  The  excessive  secretion  of 
urine,  like  the  diarrhoea  which  is  a  prominent  symptom  in  amyloid 
disease  of  the  intestine,  is  probably  to  be  accounted  for  by  a  greatly 
increased  transudability  of  the  vessels. 


CONCRETIONS  AND  CALCULI  IN  THE  KIDNEY. 

Two  very  interesting  forms  of  deposition  in  the  tubules  are  met 
with  IN  new-born  children.  In  the  common  icterus  of  the  new-born 
the  BILIARY  COLOURING  MATTER  (bilirubin)  is  excreted,  as  in  the  adult, 
by  the  kidneys,  but  in  the  new-born  it  very  readily  passes  into  the 
crystalline  form,  so  that  round  or  rhombic  orange-coloured  crystals  are 
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found  ill  the  pyramidal  tubules,  sometimes  in  such  numbers  as  to 
warrant  the  designation  bi]irul)in-infarction.  Similar  crystals  are  found 
in  the  blood  and  tissues  of  the  body.  Uric  acid  is  found  in  the  tubules 
of  new-born  children,  in  about  half  the  cases  of  those  which  die  within 
the  first  few  weeks.  It  is  mostly  in  children  who  have  breathed  that 
the  crystals  are  met  with,  but  they  have  been  observed  in  still-born 
children,  although  very  rarely.  The  concretions  consist  of  salts  of  uric 
acid  (mostly  urate  of  ammonia),  and  they  are  deposited  mainly  in  the 
tubules  near  the  apices  of  the  pyramids,  giving  the  appearance  of 
opaque  yellow  or  reddish  streaks,  converging  to  the  apex  of  the 
pyramid.  Under  the  microscope  amorphous  urates  are  seen  in  the 
tubules,  and  when  acetic  acid  is  applied  these  dissolve  and  form 
crystals  of  uric  acid. 

Urates  are  also  deposited  in  the  substance  of  the  kidney  in  gout. 
In  that  disease  salts  of  uric  acid  (urate  of  soda)  are  deposited  as  we 
have  seen  in  the  fibrous  and  cartilaginous  structures  in  the  joints,  but 
they  may  also  appear  in  crystalline  masses  in  the  kidney.  These  lie  in 
the  thickened  connective  tissue  of  the  contracted  kidney. 

Lime  salts  are  sometimes  deposited  in  the  straight  tubules  of  the 
pyramids,  especially  in  cases  where  from  disease  of  bone  there  is  exces- 
sive absorption  of  lime  salts  and  excretion  of  them  by  the  urine.  The 
appearance  presented  is  that  of  white  streaks  usually  near  the  apices  of 
the  pyramids.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  a  deposition  of 
urates  occurring  after  death  in  the  straight  tubules  may  produce  a 
.somewhat  similar  appearance. 

Calculi  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney. 
As  we  have  seen,  they  may  originate  from  chronic  pyelitis,  especially 
with  stagnation  of  uiine,  but  they  may  apparently  originate  in  the 
uriniferous  tubules,  and  having  passed  into  the  pelvis  grow  larger  there. 
They  sometimes  attain  to  very  large  dimensions,  moulding  themselves 
into  the  shape  of  the  pelvis  and  calices,  so  that  we  may  have  branches 
extending  out  into  elongated  recesses  formed  by  dilated  calices.  By 
obstructing  the  flow  of  urine  these  calculi  may  lead  to  the  occurrence  of 
hydronephrosis,  and  as  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis  and  calices  enlarges  so 
may  the  calculus.  A  small  calculus  will  often  pass  into  the  ureter  and 
obstruct  it,  in  this  way  leading  to  hydronephrosis. 
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SYPHILIS  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

Syphilitic  Disease  is  rare  in  the  kidney  unless  it  be  that  some 
cases  of  contracted  kidney  from  interstitial  nephritis  are  due  to  this 
cause.    Gumniata  have  been  found  in  a  very  few  cases. 

Tuberculosis  occurs  as  part  of  a  general  tuberculosis  or  as  a  local 
disease.  In  ACUTE  miliary  tuberculosis  there  are  usually  numerous 
tubercles  scattered  throughout  the  kidney.  These  mostly  occur  in 
groups  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  they  may  even  assume  considerable 
dimensions.  They  are  most  abundant  in  the  cortex,  and  they  are  prone 
to  become  caseous. 

Local  Tuberculosis  gives  rise  to  the  condition  frequently  called 
renal  phthisis.  The  tuberculosis  here  is  often  propagated  from  the 
bladder  and  ureter,  and  may  even  originate  in  the  passages  of  the  organs 
of  generation,  as  the  vas  deferens  and  vesiculae  seminales.  On  the  other 
hand  it  very  often  originates  in  the  kidney,  and  extends  down  the 
ureter.  The  disease  is  usually  of  one  kidney,  or  at  least  involves  one 
much  more  than  the  other. 

It  may  begin  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  in  the  calicos,  or  at  the 
apices  of  the  papillae,  and  there  are  the  usual  phenomena  of  tubercular 
ulceration.     Tubercles  are  formed  which  become  caseous  and  break 
down  so  as  to  form  an  ulcer.    Fresh  tubercles  form  outside  the  ulcer 
which  undergo  the  same  process  and  produce  an  extension  of  the  ulcer. 
There  is  thus  a  continually  extending  ulceration,  and  a  continually 
growing  irregular  cavity.   But  the  extension  of  the  ulcers  occurs  mainly 
into  the  kidney  tissue,  advancing  here  apparently  by  reason  of  the  less 
resistance  of  the  tissue.    We  have  already  seen  that  the  papillae  are 
often  attacked  at  the  very  first,  and  the  ulceration  extends  into  the 
pyramids,  sometimes  eating  its  way  a  considerable  distance  in.  If 
several  papillae  have  been  attacked,  then  we  may  have  several  ragged 
pouches  extending  out  from  the  pelvis  like  prolongations  of  the  calicos, 
or  even  the  whole  kidney  may  be  converted  into  an  irregular  cavity 
divided  by  partial  septa.    This  condition  is  to  be  distinguished  from 
pyelonephrosis,  chiefly  by  the  irregular  ulcerated  surface  and  the 
presence  of  broken-down  caseous  material. 

Under  the  microscope  the  kidney  tissue  around  the  ulcer  will  be 
found  infiltrated  with  round  cells,  in  the  midst  of  which  tubercles  in 
various  stages  of  alteration  will  be  discovered.  The  proper  secretin^ 
tissue  within  this  area  will  be  pushed  aside  and  greatly  destroyed.  ^ 
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The  tubercular  ulceration  affects  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  usually 
the  ureter.  Their  walls  are  thickened  and  infiltrated.  In  the  case  of 
the  ureter  the  caseous  material,  instead  of  softening  and  discharging,  may 
renuiin  as  a  dense  yellow  layer  lining  the  greatly  thickened  tube,  The 
wall  of  the  tube  shows  multitudes  of  inflammatory  round  cells  in  the 
midst  of  which  tubercles  appear,  but  their  outlines  are  frequently  ob- 
scured by  the  round  cells.  The  existence  of  giant-cells  at  intervals  may 
indicate  their  presence. 

HYDEONEPHROSIS. 

In  this  condition  there  is  a  dilatation  of  the  pelvis  and  the  calices 
of  the  kidney,  as  a  result  of  obstruction  of  the  ureter  or  urethra.  The 
obstruction  occurs  in  a  considerable  variety  of  ways.  It  may  be  con- 
genital, and  is  then  usually  in  the  urethra,  in  which  case  there  is 
dilatation  of  bladder,  ureters,  and  pelves.  Acquired  stricture  of  the 
urethra  is  a  less  frequent  cause,  as  it  tends  rather  to  produce  dilatation 
and  hypertrophy  of  the  urinary  bladder.  A  very  frequent  cause  is  ob- 
struction of  the  ureter,  and  this  itself  is  brought  about  very  variously ; 
as  by  a  calculus  descending  from  the  pelvis,  a  tumour  pressing  on  the 
ureter  in  some  part  of  its  course,  a  hydatid  cyst  bursting  into  the 
pelvis  of  the  kidney,  even  a  renal  artery  taking  an  abnormal  course  and 
crossing  in  front  of  the  ureter  below  the  pelvis.  Sometimes  the  ureter 
does  not,  as  in  the  normal  condition,  form  a  continuation  of  the  pelvis, 
but  starts  from  it  at  an  acute  angle,  passing  obliquely  through  its  wall 
very  much  as  the  lower  end  of  the  ureter  passes  into  the  bladder.  In 
that  case,  distension  of  the  pelvis  valves  the  upper  orifice,  and  the 
valve  may  be  only  relieved  when  great  dilatation  is  reached.  This 
obstruction  will  be  intermittent.  Again,  an  abrupt  bend  in  the  ureter 
sometimes  causes  obstruction ;  this  may  be  from  a  congenital  convolu- 
tion in  its  course,  or  the  ureter  may  turn  more  abruptly  than  usual  over 
the  brim  of  the  bony  pelvis,  if  the  edge  here  be  unusually  sharp.  Such 
a  sharp  edge  may  be  formed  by  the  iliac  arteries  at  the  brim  of  the 
pelvis,  when  the  tissues  which  naturally  pad  them  are  atrophied,  as  in 
cases  of  general  emaciation.  It  appears  from  this  last  instance  that  a 
comparatively  small  external  pressure  may  obstruct  the  ureter,  and 
that  the  urine  in  the  pelvis  and  ureter  is  at  such  a  low  pressure  as  to 
be  incapable  of  overcoming  a  comparatively  slight  resistance. 

As  already  seen,  the  result  of  the  obstruction  is  dilatation  of-  the 
pelvis  and  calices  (Fig.  284),  but  in  addition  there  is  frequently  a  con- 
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Fig.  284. — Kidney  in  hydronephrosis. 
The  pelvis  and  calices  are  greatly  dilated 
and  the  renal  tissue  reduced  to  a  thin 
layer.  (Virchow.) 


.siderable  destruction  of  renal  tissue.  That  is  to  say,  the  calices  in  dilat- 
ing cause  atrophy,  first  of  the  papillae  which  project  into  them,  and  then 
of  the  pyramidal  portion  of  the  kidney,  advancing  into  the  deeper 
parts  of  the  organ.  We  thus  some- 
times find  the  pyramids  as  if  cut  ab- 
mptly  across  transversely.  But  the 
condition  frequently  advances  still  fur- 
ther. The  dilated  calices  increase  in 
vohime  till,  in  the  most  extreme  case, 
the  kidney  is  replaced  by  a  cyst 
which  represents  dilated  pelvis  and 
calices,  partitions  existing  in  it  corres- 
ponding to  the  divisions  between  the 
calices.  When  this  has  occurred,  the 
cyst  may  go  on  enlarging  so  as  to  form 
a  tumour  of  great  bulk.     The  ureter 


is  also  dilated,  often  very  greatly,  so  as 
to  look  like  a  piece  of  small  intestine. 
It  sometimes  becomes  convoluted  in  its 
course  as  well. 

It  is  not  in  every  case  quite  apparent  what  circumstances  determine 
the  degree  of  hydronephrosis.  With  complete  obstruction  we  may  have 
a  moderate  dilatation,  and  with  an  apparently  trivial  obstruction  it  may 
be  much  more  considerable.  In  order  to  understand  how  this  may  be 
it  -will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  course  of  events  when  the  ureter  is 
obstructed. 

The  ureter  has  been  ligatured  in  animals  and  the  processes  observed. 
The  first  result  is  dilatation  of  the  pelvis  and  of  the  ureter  above  the 
ligature.  The  tension  of  the  urine  in  the  ureter  also  rises  up  to  a  cer- 
tain point,  which,  however,  is  far  below  the  blood-pressure.  When  this 
point  is  reached  the  full  extent  of  the  distensile  force  derived  from  the 
secretion  of  the  urine  is  attained.  The  secretion  of  urine,  consisting  in 
the  transudation  of  a  watery  fluid  through  the  vessels  of  the  glomeruli, 
is  due  to  the  difference  in  pressure  between  the  blood  in  the  tufts  and 
the  fluid  in  the  tubules,  and  when  the  pressure  in  the  tubules  is  raised 
the  secretion  of  urine  ceases  as  soon  as  a  state  of  equilibrium  is  brought 
about. 

There  are,  however,  two  elements  in  the  problem  still  to  be  con- 
sidered. In  cases  where  the  ureter  has  been  ligatured  in  animals  the 
actual  dilatation  of  the  pelvis  and  calices  has  been  comparatively  slight. 
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the  state  of  equilibrium  of  tension  being  easily  reached.  In  cases  met 
with  in  the  human  subject  it  appears  also  that  where  the  obstiniction  is 
complete  the  hydronephi'osis  is  generally  much  less  considerable  than 
where  the  obstruction  is  incomplete  or  is  relieved  at  intervals.  The  ex- 
treme dilatation  which  constitutes  a  complete  hydronephrosis  may  be  met 
with,  for  instance,  in  cases  where  the  ureter  has  an  abnormal  insertion 
into  the  pelvis,  and  the  urine  only  gets  out  when  the  dilatation  has 
i-eached  a  certain  point,  or  where  the  ureter  has  a  sudden  bend  in  it, 
and  the  obstruction  is  overcome  when  the  dilatation  is  sufficient,  as  it 
were,  to  round  out  the  bend ;  or  again,  where  the  pressure  of  a  tumour 
causes  an  occasional  obstruction.  The  explanation  of  this  seems  to  be 
that  when  the  obstruction  is  complete  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  in  the 
dilated  pelvis  soon  causes  considerable  obstruction  of  the  renal  vessels, 
and  the  power  of  secretion  is  reduced.  But  if  at  times  an  outlet  is 
formed  for  the  urine  and  the  pressure  is  suddenly  reduced,  there  will  be 
a  relief  of  the  vessels  in  the  kidney  and  a  Adolent  hyperaemia  leading  to 
an  excessive  secretion  of  urine.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the  sudden  rehef 
of  an  obstruction  of  the  ureter  has  been  found  to  be  followed  by  an 
excessive  secretion  of  urine  which  contained  albumen.  Where  then 
there  are  such  repeated  sudden  collapses  and  dilatations  the  advance  of 
the  hydronephrosis  is  much  more  complete. 

At  first  the  dilated  pelvis  and  cahces  contain  urine,  but  as  the  con- 
dition gets  fully  established  the  urinary  constituents  become  absorbed 
and  a  watery  albuminous  fluid  is  found.  Sometimes  the  dilatation  is 
due  to  a  calculus  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  in  that  case  there  may 
be  inflammation,  possibly  with  suppuration.  If  pus  fills  the  cyst  then 
the  condition  is  designated  pyonephrosis. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  where  a  prolonged  obstruction  has  ex- 
isted the  external  fatty  capsule  of  the  kidney  is  greatly  thickened, 
while  only  a  moderate  hydronephrosis  exists,  the  external  outhne  of 
the  organ  being  not  at  all  increased.  It  is  not  unlikely  that  an  oedema 
of  the  capsule  following  the  obstruction  of  the  ureter  may  be  the  cause 
of  this  great  new-formation  of  fat  by  aff-ording  an  extra  supply  of 
nourishing  fluid,  or  perhaps  by  acting  as  a  prolonged  irritant. 

We  sometimes  meet  with  cases  resembling  hydronephrosis,  but  ni 
which  some  of  the  cysts,  representing  dilated  calices,  do  not  com- 
municate with  the  pelvis,  but  form  independent  CYSTS.  This  occurs 
when  from  inflammation  there  has  been  partial  or  complete  obhteratioa  of 
the  pelvis.  The  inflammation  may  be  caused  by  the  presence  of  calculi 
in  the  pelvis,  and  some  of  the  cysts  may  contain  calculi.    Again,  au 
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inflammation  of  the  pelvis  may  extend  to  a  dilated  calyx,  which,  with 
others,  is  afterwards  shut  off  by  adhesion  and  obliteration  of  the  pelvis. 
In  that  case  we  may  have  a  cyst  full  of  pus,  or  of  the  pultaceous 
material  which  we  have  seen  to  result  from  changes  in  the  pus  m 
pyonephrosis,  and  such  cysts  may  be  alongside  others  which  have  serous 
contents,  these  latter  having  been  shut  off  before  inflammation  has  ex- 
tended to  them. 


TUMOURS  OF  THE  KIDNEY. 

Cysts  are  of  peculiarly  frequent  occurrence  and  of  several  kinds. 
We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  contracted  kidney  it  is  common  to 
meet  with  small  cysts  which  are  the  result  of  dilatation  of  the  urinifer- 
ous tubules  and  Malpighian  capsules  from  obstruction  of  the  tubules. 

Simple  Cysts  are  frequently  met  with  in  kidneys  which  are  other- 
wise perfectly  normal,  and  the  cysts  themselves  do  not,  as  a  rule, 
seriously  interfere  with  the  functions  of  the  organ.  They  are  larger  or 
smaller  well-formed  cysts,  which  not  infrequently  project  from  the  sur- 
face of  the  organ.  They  contain  usually 
a  clear  fluid,  but  the  fluid  is  sometimes 
colloid  in  character.  The  wall  of  the 
cyst  is  composed  of  connective  tissue 
Hned  with  a  proper  tesselated  epithe- 
lium. These  cysts  sometimes  grow  to  a 
large  size  and  may  push  aside  the  renal 
tissue  to  a  large  extent.  It  is  probable 
that  they  are  of  congenital  origin,  aris- 
ing by  foetal  obstruction  of  one  or  more 
uriniferous  tubules.  The  obstruction 
and  the  beginning  of  the  cyst  are  con- 
genital, as  those  formed  in  after  life  do 
not  apparently  form  such  perfect  cysts. 

Cystoid  Degeneration  of  the  kid- 
neys is  also  a  condition  of  congenital 
origin,  at  least  in  many  cases  and  pro- 
bably in  all.     The  whole  kidney  is 
converted  into  a  congeries  of  cysts  of  'rll'-<S^nl'1ttrfn't^Z^^^ 
larger  and   smaller  size.     The  cysts  ^:i':'fyil^ZT" ''^^^^ 
form  rounded  prominences  from  the  surface,  and  on  section  (Fig. 
285)  they  are  seen  to  replace  the  renal  tissue.    The  wall  of  the 
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cyst  is  composed  of  tunica  propria  with  well -formed  tesselated  epi- 
thelium lining  it.  It  contains  usually  a  clear  fluid,  but  the  fluid  may 
be  brownish  or  even  hsemorrhagic,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  it  contains 
the  constituents  of  the  urine,  often  with  albumen,  and  sometimes 
throws  down  a  granular  precipitate  of  uric  acid.  Between  the  cysts 
there  is  very  little  space,  but  there  are  traces  of  remaining  renal  tissue, 
and  the  pelvis  and  ureter  are  present.  The  outline  of  the  organ  is 
greatly  enlarged,  measuring  sometimes  in  the  new-born  child  as  much 
as  eight  inches  by  four. 

Kidneys  of  this  kind  have  been  frequently  met  with  in  new-bom 
children,  and  from  their  size  they  may  seriously  interfere  with  parturi- 
tion, even  requiring  evisceration  before  delivery  can  be  effected.  It  is 
of  importance  to  note  that  this  condition  often  co-exists  with  other 
congenital  defects  such  as  hydrocephalus,  defective  urinary  bladder, 
and  horse-shoe  kidney.  But  cystoid  degeneration  is  also  met  with  in 
the  adult,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  functions  of  the  organs  may  be 
preserved  for  a  long  time,  although  both  kidneys  are  composed  of  a 
congeries  of  cysts.  The  author  met  with  a  case  in  which  the  patient 
died  at  the  age  of  forty-three.  For  eighteen  years  before  his  death 
there  had  been  recurring  attacks  of  haematuria,  and  he  at  last  died  with 
uremic  symptoms.  The  kidneys  were  much  enlarged  and  cystic,  but 
with  some  renal  tissue  remaining  between  the  cysts. 

The  cystoid  degeneration  in  all  probabiKty  arises  by  obstruction 
of  the  uriniferous  tubules.  Virchow  has  found  in  some  cases  an 
obstruction  of  the  papillse  apparently  from  a  foetal  inflammation. 
The  fact  that  these  cysts  contain  the  urinary  constituents  is  also  much 
in  favour  of  the  view  that  they  arise  by  obstruction  of  the  tubules. 
Those  met  with  in  the  adult  are  also  most  probably  of  congenital 
origin,  although  they  may  have  grown  on  into  adult  hfe.  ^  In  the 
author's  case  there  was  a  congenital  malformation  of  the  aortic  valve, 
indicating  perhaps  a  proclivity  to  malformations. 

Primary  Cancer.— This  is  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence,  and  is 
usually  unilateral,  although  there  have  been  cases  of  bilateral  cancer. 
The  tumour  is  virtually  a  cancerous  degeneration  of  the  organ.  The 
kidney  may  be  completely  converted  into  a  tumour  which  sometimes 
attains  a  very  large  size,  retaining  the  general  shape  of  the  organ  and 
covered  by  its  capsule.  But  in  some  cases  only  a  part  of  the  kidney 
is  involved,  and  in  that  case,  while  the  affected  part  retains  the  general 
shape  of  the  organ,  although  enlarged,  the  remaining  piece  of  kidney 
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has  quite  its  normal  appearance.  To  the  naked  eye  it  is  as  if  a  portion 
of  kidney  were  transformed,  and  with  the  microscope  it  can  be  seen,  at 
the  margin  of  nor  mal  and  pathological,  that  the  tumour  is  advancing  by 
a  conversion  of  the  proper  kidney  tissue.  The  epithelium  of  the 
tubules  is  multiplying  so  as  to  form  the  cancerous  epithelium,  and 
is  becoming  irregular  in  form  (Fig.  286),  while  the  cancerous  stroma  is 
being  formed  of  the  connective  tissue  of  the  organ. 


Fig.  286. — A  uriniferous  tubule  at  the  border  of  an  advancing  cancer.  The  epi- 
thelium is  undergoing  transformation,  x  300. 


These  tumours  are  usually  very  -soft,  but  may  be  firmer.  They 
present  a  remarkable  tendency  to  break  down  the  walls  of  the  pelvis 
of  the  kidney  and  of  the  renal  veins,  so  as  to  project  in  a  fungating 
fashion  into  these.  Hence  arise  haematuria  on  the  one  hand  and 
thrombosis  of  the  veins  on  the  other.  The  thrombosis  may  be  very 
extensive,  the  clot  propagating  itself  in  various  directions.  Pulmonary 
embolism  may  result,  and  cancerous  elements  may  be  present  in  the 
obstructing  material.  In  a  case  observed  by  the  author  cancer  cells 
were  found  in  coagula  in  the  pulmonary  artery,  and  in  the  heart. 

Secondary  Cancers  occur  not  infrequently  when  the  cancer- 
ous elements  have  got  into  the  systemic  circulation.  They  form 
multiple  tumours. 

Sarcoivia,  as  a  primary  tumour,  is  rare  in  the  kidney,  but  secondary 
tumours  of  this  kind  are  tolerably  common.  Of  the  primary  sarcomas 
reference  has  already  been  made  to  the  myosarcoma,  which  is  usually 
a  small  tumour  not  larger  than  a  pea,  but  may  be  of  large  dimensions. 
The  lymphosarcoma  sometimes  forms  bulky  infiltrations  of  the  kidney, 
and  leuksemic  lymphoid  infiltrations  may  be  very  similar. 

FiBROMAS  of  small  size  are  common  in  the  kidney,  and  some  have 
occurred  of  large  size.    Lipomas  have  also  been  met  with. 


PAEASITES. 


The  echinococcus  is  of  occasional  occurrence,  sometimes  along 
with  a  simultaneous  hydatid  cyst  of  the  liver.    There  is  here,  as  in  the 
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liver,  a  large  mother  cyst  surrounded  by  a  distinct  connective-tissue 
capsule,  and  containing  the  usual  daughter  cysts  and  brood-capsules. 
The  cyst  not  infrequently  bursts  into  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  th<; 
daughter  cysts  and  heads  may  be  evacuated  by  the  urine  ;  or  rupture 
may  occur  into  the  pleura.  Sometimes  the  parasite  dies,  and  the  cyst 
comes  to  be  occupied  by  a  pultaceovis  material  in  which  the  remains  of 
the  chitinous  membrane  are  found  (Fig.  287).   The  stratified  character  of 


Fig.  287.— Section  of  a  stratifled  chitinous  membrane  from  an  old  hydatid  cyst  of  kidney.  x90. 

this  membrane  is  here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  liver,  of  assistance  in  dis- 
tinguishing the  nature  of  the  cyst,  especially  as  all  other  trace  of 
the  parasite,  even  the  booklets,  may  have  disappeared.  The  kidney 
tissue  may  be  considerably  opened  up  and  pushed  aside  by  this 
parasite. 

The  FILARIA  SANGUINIS  occurs  probably  in  the  adult  form  in  the 
lymphatic  vessels  of  the  kidney.  The  embryoes  have  been  met  with  in 
the  parenchyma  of  the  kidney  and  in  the  chylous  urine  which  seems 
to  be  the  result  of  the  presence  of  the  parasite. 


B.— THE  URINARY  BLADDER  AND  URETHRA. 

Congenital  Malformations. -These  are  chiefly  represented  by 
EXTROVERSION  OF  THE  BLADDER.  In  this  the  anterior  wall  0  the 
bladder  and  the  corresponding  portion  of  the  abdommal  wall  are 
wanting,  so  that  the  posterior  wall  of  the  bladder  fills  the  gap,  and  is 
continuous  at  its  margins  with  the  skin.    The  symphisis  pubis  is  also 
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usually  incomplete,  the  rami  ending  in  rounded  lateral  prominences  ; 
the  urethra  is  also  laid  open  on  its  superior  aspect,  the  bladder  being 
continued  in  the  form  of  a  gutter  into  the  urethra.  There  are  also 
generally  other  coincident  defects  in  the  organs  of  generation.  Ihe 
abdominal  viscera  bulge  out  the  wall  of  the  bladder  which  forms  a  red 
convex  surface  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.  On  this  exposed 
surface  the  openings  of  the  ureters  may  be  seen  with  the  urme  trickling 
from  them.  The  mucous  membrane  is  usually  inflamed  and  bleeds 
readily,  and  as  the  urine  escapes  involuntarily  the  skin  around  is 
irritated  and  frequently  excoriated. 

Occasionally  the  URACHUS  remains  open,  generally  from  obstruc- 
tion in  the  urethra.  If  the  patency  be  complete  the  urine  will  come 
away  from  its  aperture  at  the  umbilicus. 

Perforation  and  rupture  oe  the  bladder.— Rupture  may  be 
produced  in  various  ways.  It  may  be  by  a  direct  wound,  by  fracture 
of  the  pelvis,  by  injuries  during  parturition.  Then  ulceration  not 
infrequently  produces  perforation,  ulceration  from  stone  on  rare  occa- 
sions, but  most  frequently  the  ulceration  of  a  cancer.  Lastly,  the 
bladder  may  be  ruptured  by  a  blow,  or  by  a  catheter  being  pushed 
through  its  wall,  but  this  will  hardly  occur  unless  its  wall  has  already 
been  greatly  thinned  by  dilatation  or  ulceration. 

These  conditions  are  important  chiefly  in  their  consequences,  leading 
as  they  commonly  do  either  (1)  to  extravasation  of  urine  in  the  surround- 
ing tissue,  or  (2)  to  the  formation  of  fistulous  communications  with  the 
surface  or  neighbouring  canals. 

Simple  extravasation  of  urine  is  not  in  itself  serious.  The  normal 
urine  is  a  bland  fluid,  and  it  may  flow  from  a  severed  ureter  or  a 
ruptured  bladder  into  the  peritoneal  cavity  without  producing  any 
peritonitis,  the  urine  being  absorbed  by  the  peritoneum  and  again 
excreted  by  the  kidney.  It  is  when  the  extravasated  urine  undergoes 
alkaline  decomposition  that  it  acquires  excessively  irritating  characters. 
The  urine  being  an  exceedingly  decomposable  fluid,  and  being  kept  at 
the  temperature  of  the  body,  it  rapidly  decomposes  if  the  proper  organ- 
isms find  access  to  it.  The  products  of  decomposition  lead  to  the  usual 
violent  septic  inflammations  associated  with  necrosis  and  suppuration. 

Fistulous  openings  from  rupture  of  the  bladder  may  be  into  the 
uterus  or  vagina,  into  the  rectum,  or  on  to  the  surface  of  the  skin. 
From  these  fistulse  the  urine  passes  involuntarily  as  it  reaches  the 
bladder,  there  being  no  sphincter  to  retain  it.    They  occur  also  as  a 
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result  of  perforation  of  the  bladder  from  without,  especially  from  the 
uterus  and  vagina,  the  cause  of  perforation  being  sometimes  cancer  of 
these  parts,  sometimes  sloughing  from  injury  during  parturition. 

Dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of  the  bladder. — A  simple 
DILATATION  may  occur  from  a  sudden  obstruction  to  the  urethra,  or 
from  paralysis  of  the  muscles  concerned  in  emptying  the  bladder.  In 
this  way  a  very  extreme  general  dilatation  may  result. 

Hypertrophy  of  the  muscular  coat  is  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence as  a  result  of'  some  obstruction  either  at  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
or  in  the  urethra.  The  commonest  cause  is  enlargement  of  the  prostate 
leading  to  the  prominence  of  the  so-called  middle  lobe  at  the  internal 
orifice  of  the  urethra.  The  muscular  coat  of  the  bladder  is  in  the  form 
of  bundles  of  muscular  fibre-cells  which  run  in  special  directions.  The 
muscular  coat  is  therefore  not  a  homogeneous  layer,  but  more  like  a 
network  of  interlacing  bands.  It  is  so  at  least  when  the  bladder  i.s 
distended,  the  bands  coming  closer  together  as  the  bladder  contracts. 
When  hypertrophy  occurs  these  bundles  increase  greatly  in  size,  and  the 
internal  ones  raise  the  mucous  membrane  into  elongated  prominences. 
As  the  bundles  interlace,  the  result  is  that  the  internal  surface  of  the 
bladder  presents  a  network  of  prominent  trabeculae  which  suggest  the 
appearance  of  the  internal  surface  of  a  ventricle  of  the  heart. 

As  these  trabeculse  interlace,  little  spaces  are  left  between  them  in 
the  form  of  small  pouches.  Sometimes  these  pouches  undergo  consider- 
able enlargement,  and  we  may  have  diverticula  formed  in  this  way, 
which  sometimes  attain  to  a  considerable  size.  The  diverticulum  is 
originally  formed  of  the  mucous  membrane  pushed  out  between  the 
thickened  muscular  trabeculae.  AVhen  small  it  will  be  contained  in  the 
thickened  wall  of  the  bladder  and  emptied  during  micturition.  But  as 
it  deepens  and  projects  outside  the  wall  of  the  bladder  it  becomes  free 
of  the  muscular  coat,  and  as  it  possesses  no  muscular  coat  of  its  own  the 
effect  of  contraction  of  the  bladder  during  micturition  will  be  to  force 
the  urine  into  it,  just  as  it  is  forced  into  the  urethra.  The  diverticulum 
is  liable  in  this  case  to  periodical  dilatation.  The  urine  also  will  stag- 
nate in  it,  and  if  decomposition  occurs,  then  there  will  be  inflammatory 
disturbances  in  the  wall  of  the  diverticulum.  New-formation  of  con- 
nective tissue  occurs,  and  as  this  tissue  is  at  first  soft  the  recurring 
dilatation  during  micturition  causes  it  to  yield  so  that  a  continuous 
enlargement  goes  on.  In  this  way  we  sometimes  meet  with  a  large  sac, 
usually  behind  the  bladder  and  communicating  with  it  by  a  narrow 


Fie  288  —Large  diverticulum  of  urinary  bladder;  a,  bladder  with  greatly 
thickened  waU  ;  e,  prostate  and  prostatic  urethra  ;  6,  diverticulum  with 
fibrous  waU ;  c,  aperture  between  bladder  and  diverticulum  ;  d,  rectum. 


In  diverticula  of  moderate  or  large  size  calculi  are  liable  to  form 
from  the  stagnation  of  the  urine.  Or  a  calculus  may  slip  into  such  a 
pouch  and  escape  detection  with  the  sound. 

Disturbances  of  the  circulation  in  the  bladder. — Passive 
Hyperemia  occurs  in  consequence  of  obstruction  in  the  veins  by- 
tumours  or  otherwise.  Sometimes  in  such  cases  the  veins  of  the 
mucous  membrane  undergo  great  dilatation  and  become  varicose, 
especially  in  the  floor  of  the  bladder,  giving  rise  to  VESICAL  HEMOR- 
RHOIDS. The  dilated  veins  may  even  obstruct  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  and  there  is  sometimes  haemorrhage  from  them. 

HAEMORRHAGE  from  the  bladder  may  occur  also  in  consequence  of  the 
irritation  of  calculi,  from  tubercular  ulcers,  from  papillary  and  cancer- 
ous tumours.  There  may  be  haemorrhages  from  the  mucous  membrane  in 
scurvy,  hsemorrhagic  small-pox,  etc.  If  the  bleeding  into  the  bladder 
be  considerable  the  blood  may  coagulate,  and  may  be  discharged  with 
some  difficulty.  Or  it  may  mix  itself  with  the  urine,  and  no  consistent 
coagulum  be  formed. 

Inflammation  of  the  bladder. — This  occurs  as  a  consequence  of 
various  kinds  of  irritation.    Stone  may  produce  it,  and  the  extension 


728 


DISEASES  OF  THE  URINARY  ORGANS. 


of  gonorrhoea,  but  by  far  the  most  frequent  cause  of  it  is  alkaline  de- 
composition of  the  urine. 

This  decomposition  of  the  urine  is  due  to  the  growth  of  bacteria,  and 
we  have  to  consider  how  the  bacteria  find  entrance.  They  are  intro- 
duced from  without,  and  mostly  by  the  passage  of  the  catheter,  which, 
as  it  were,  inoculates  the  contained  urine  with  the  micro-organisms. 
The  question  still  remains,  however,  how  it  is  that  in  the  great  majority 
of  cases,  although  the  catheter  be  used  without  taking  the  precaution 
of  rendering  it  free  of  bacteria,  no  decomposition  results.  The 
answer  to  this  question  will  be  found  in  the  kind  of  cases  in  which 
decomposition  does  occur  in  consequence  of  passing  the  catheter.  It 
very  readily  occurs  in  cases  of  paraplegia  in  which  the  urinary  bladdei' 
is  paralysed,  also,  although  much  less  readily,  in  persons  with  dilatation 
of  the  bladder  in  consequence  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland,  or 
obstruction  of  the  urethra.  It  occurs  also  readily  when  any  amount  of 
inflammation  already  exists,  as  from  the  irritation  of  a  stone.  In  these 
cases  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bladder  is  abnormal.  In  the  case  of 
spinal  paralysis  its  muscle  is  paralysed,  and  probably  the  mucous 
membrane  is  affected  in  its  nutrition.  In  cases  of  dilatation  the  mucous 
membrane  is  stretched,  and  in  inflammation  it  is  directly  altered.  We 
may  infer,  therefore,  that  while  the  normal  mucous  membrane  is  able  to 
prevent  the  multiplication  of  bacteria,  like  other  living  tissues,  the 
altered  mucous  membrane  is  less  able  to  do  so.  In  addition  to  this,  in 
most  of  the  cases  there  is  stagnation  of  the  urine,  and  the  organisms 
get  leave  to  multiply,  whereas  normally  they  are  carried  out  at  the  first 
micturition.  Besides  being  carried  in  by  the  catheter,  the  bacteria  may 
find  other  means  of  entrance,  as  by  fistulous  openings.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  in  the  case  of  the  short  female  urethra  they  may  propagate 
along  that  passage  from  the  vagina. 

The  products  of  decomposition  produce  the  usual  inflammatory 
manifestations  with  various  degrees  of  violence.  In  very  acute  cases 
there  is  great  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane,  it  may  be  with  super- 
ficial or  deep  sloughing.  In  more  chronic  cases  the  mucous  mem- 
brane gets  thickened  and  very  frequently  becomes  the  seat  of  ulceration, 
so  that  with  thickening  and  ulceration  there  is  very  great  irregularity 
of  the  surface,  sometimes  with  polypoid  projections.  The  surface  is  occa- 
sionally incrusted  with  phosphates  deposited  by  the  alkahne  urine. 
The  muscular  coat  is  often  thickened,  especially  when  there  is  at  the 
same  time  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  urine,  and  there  is  the 
usual  trabecular  appearance,  but  obscured  by  the  thickening  of  the 
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mucous  membrane.  The  bladder  may  undergo  great  contraction  in 
consequence  of  this  chronic  inflammation,  the  new-formed  tissue  in  the 
mucous  membrane  shrinking. 

The  urine  contains  the  inflammatory  exudation  as  well  as  the  pro- 
ducts of  decomposition.  In'  acute  cases  there  may  be  considerable 
quantities  of  pus.  In  more  chronic  cases  the  urine  is  thick  and  ge  a- 
tinous  like  a  mucous  secretion.  The  toughness  does  not,  however,  de- 
pend on  the  presence  of  mucin,  but  is  occasioned  by  the  albumen  of  the 
inflammatory  exudation  being  acted  on  by  the  alkaline  salts  in  the  urine 
It  is  well  known  that  the  presence  of  pus  in  the  urine  may  be  detected 
by  adding  an  alkali ;  the  urine  assumes  a  gelatinous  character.  The 
pus  and  other  inflammatory  products  in  the  bladder  are  similarly  acted 
on  when  the  urine  becomes  alkaline,  and  we  have  the  viscid  character 
referred  to.  Under  the  microscope  the  urine  presents  abundant  pus 
corpuscles  and  epithelium,  with  immense  numbers  of  bacteria  and  crys- 
tals of  phosphates. 

Tuberculosis  of  the  bladder. — This  condition  is  usually  only  a 


Fig.  289. — Tuberculosis  of  the  bladder.  Many  round  or  serpiginous 
ulcers  are  shown.  These  are  superficial,  but  are  defined  by  their  white 
edges  which  represent  recent  tubercles.  There  are  several  white  spots  in- 
dicating tubercles  which  have  not  yet  ulcerated.  (Virchow  )  ' 
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part  of  much  more  extensive  tuberculosis.  There  is  often  a  coincident 
tuberculosis  of  the  kidney  and  ureter,  the  disease  having  originated 
there  and  extended  downwards  to  the  bladder,  or  more  rarely  it  has 
begun  in  the  bladder  and  passed  upwards.  Then  the  vesiculse  semi- 
nales,  vas  deferens  and  testicle  are  not  infrequently  aiTected,  and  the 
bladder  affection  may  be  due  to  propagation  from  an  organ  as  far  off 
as  the  testicle. 

The  tuberculosis  is  in  the  form  of  ulcers  of  the  mucous  membrane 
which  at  first  are  circular,  but  acqiiire  various  shapes  by  coalescence 
(Fig.  289).  The  ulcers  are  mostly  superficial  and  their  edges  very 
slightly  raised,  the  latter  having  a  pale  colour  so  that  the  ulcer  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  whitish  zone.  The  disease  begins  by  the  formation  of 
tubercles  in  the  mucous  membrane.  These  break  dovm  and  form  ulcers, 
which  continuously  extend  by  the  infiltration  of  their  walls  and  the 
breaking  down  of  the  infiltration.  The  general  appearances  of  these 
xilcers  are  very  well  shown  in  the  annexed  figure  from  Virchow's  work 
on  tumours.  Their  superficial  character  renders  them  liable  to  be 
overlooked. 

Tumours  of  the  bladder. — A  few  cases  of  fibroma  and  myoma 
have  been  described,  but  they  are  rare.  A  much  commoner  form  is. 
the  papilloma.  This  is  met  with  for  the  most  part  in  the  inferior 
parts  of  the  bladder,  and  forms  either  a  prominent  mass  with  projecting 
papilljB  or  else  a  surface  covered  by  villi.  The  tendency  of  these  vilh 
to  bleed  is  an  important  fact.  Sometimes  the  villi  break  down  and  an 
ulcer  forms.  In  any  case  they  discharge  abundant  epithelium,  which  is 
to  be  found  in  the  urine,  and  is  not  to  be  taken  as  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  cancer. 

Cancer  of  the  bladder  is  mostly  met  with  in  the  form  of  villous 
cancer,  the  wall  of  the  bladder  beneath  the  villi  being  infiltrated  \Yiili 
the  cancerous  structures.  In  some  cases  the  structure  gives  way  and 
a  cancerous  ulcer  with  raised  edges  is  the  result.  There  are  also  can- 
cers without  any  villous  projections  of  the  surface.  The  cancer  may 
extend  to  neighbouring  structures,  but  it  is  much  more  common  for  a 
cancer  originating  in  the  uterus  or  rectum  to  extend  into  the  bladder 
than  for  the  reverse  process  to  occur.  We  have  already  seen  that  fis- 
tulous communications  occur  in  this  way. 

Cysts  have  been  foimd,  especially  in  the  posterior  wall  of  the 

bladder. 
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Parasites.— If  we  except  the  bacteria  already  referred  to,  parasites 
in  the  bladder  are  of  secondary  importance.  We  have  already  seen  that 
the  echinococcus  may  burst  into  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  and  portions 
of  the  parasite  will  pass  into  the  bladder.  Ascarides  and  oxyurides  have 
been  found  to  wander  into  the  bladder.  The  distoma  haematobium,  as 
we  have  seen,  by  the  penetration  of  its  ova  may  produce  considerable 
irritation  and  htemorrhage.  The  filaria  sanguinis  is  also  found  m  the 
bladder  as  in  the  kidney  and  its  pelvis. 

Sarcin»  have  been  found  in  the  urine  by  no  means  infrequently. 
From  what  has  already  been  stated  as  to  their  development  from  the 
blood,  their  occurrence  here  will  be  understood.  They  are  met  with  m 
cases  of  inflammation  of  the  bladder. 


CONCKETIONS  AND  CALCULI  IN  THE  BLADDEE. 

These  consist  of  the  urinary  constituents,  normal  or  abnormal,  de- 
posited in  bulk  so  as  to  form  distinct  smaller  or  larger  stones.  We 
have  to  consider  what  determines  this  abnormal  precipitation  of  the 
urinary  constituents,  and  we  may  begin  by  considering  how  these  same 
constituents  come  to  be  precipitated  in  the  urine  after  evacuation. 

The  most  frequent  constituents  of  urinary  calculi  are  phosphates, 
uric  acid  and  oxalate  of  lime.  Phosphates  are  precipitated  from  alka- 
line urine,  uric  acid  and  oxalate  of  lime  from  acid  urine.  The  phos- 
phates are  deposited  abundantly  when  the  urine  undergoes  its  usual 
alkaline  decomposition,  uric  acid  and  oxalates  are  thrown  down  in  cry- 
stals when  the  urine,  at  the  time  of  evacuation  or  afterwards,  becomes 
unduly  acid,  the  deposition  of  oxalates  occurring  usuallj:-  some  time 
after  the  urine  has  been  passed,  so  that  this  precipitate  often,  as  it 
were,  powders  the  surface  of  other  deposits. 

Inside  the  bladder  or  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  phosphates  may  be 
deposited  because  of  undue  alkalinity,  especially  in  the  case  of  alkaline 
decomposition  of  the  urine.  These  often  form  an  external  coating  on 
other  stones  when,  from  decomposition,  the  urine  has  become  alkaline. 
Phosphates  are  also  frequently  deposited  on  foreign  bodies  which  have 
found  their  way  into  the  bladder,  such  as  broken  bits  of  catheters. 

•  In  the  case  of  uric  acid  and  oxalate  of  lime  it  seems  that  sometimes 
their  precipitation  is  due  to  an  excess  of  them  in  the  urine.  This 
applies  especially  to  the  oxalates,  and  there  are  undoubtedly  cases  in 
which  there  is  almost  continually  an  excess  of  oxalate  of  lime  in  the 
urine  (oxalic  acid  diathesis).    But  in  both  cases  the  substances  are  de- 
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posited  from  an  acid  urine,  and  in  the  case  of  uric  acid  it  must  be 
strongly  acid.  The  cause  of  this  abnormal  acidity  is  not  always  clear. 
In  some  cases  it  may  be  due  to  excessive  development  of  acid  in  the 
stomach. 

The  formation  of  calculi  of  uric  acid  and  oxalate  seems  always  to  begin 
in  the  kidney,  and  even  in  some  cases  in  the  uriniferous  tubules.  In  these 
and  in  the  pelvis  it  is  very  common  to  find  small  concretions  of  uric 
acid,  forming  the  so-called  sand  and  GRAVEL,  composed  of  aggregates 
of  uric  acid  crystals  usually  rounded  in  shape  and  of  a  Ijrownish  red 
colour.  There  may  even  be  large  concretions  of  uric  acid  in  the  pelvis 
of  the  kidney.  In  connection  with  the  formation  of  the  uric  acid  and 
oxalate  calculi  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that  the  two  bodies  are  often 
combined  in  one  calculus,  the  mulberry  stone  especially  having  fre- 
quently a  nucleus  of  uric  acid,  and  perhaps  layers  of  it  alternating  with 
the  oxalate. 

It  may  now  be  convenient  to  give  a  brief  description  of  the  different 
forms  of  calculi,  with  an  indication  of  the  chemical  methods  for  deter- 
mining their  constitution.  As  a  rule  it  is  convenient  to  have  the 
calculus  sawn  through  the  middle  with  a  lapidary's  saw,  so  that  the 
arrangement  of  its  layers  may  be  seen  and  the  character  of  its  nucleus. 

The  URIC  acid  calculus  is  the  most  frequent.  It  is  usually  a 
small  oval  stone  with  small  rounded  prominences  regularly  distributed 
over  the  surface.  The  colour  varies  from  a  light  fawn  to  a  deep  brick 
red.  It  is  heavy  for  its  size,  and  of  hard  consistence.  Uric  acid  is 
insoluble  in  water  and  dilute  acids,  but  very  soluble  in  caustic 
alkalies  and  weak  solutions  of  alkaline  carbonates.  A  convenient  test  is 
the  murexid  reaction.  A  fragment  of  the  calculus  is  treated  with  a  drojj 
of  strong  nitric  acid  and  heated.  Effervescence  occurs,  and  the  heat  is 
continued  till  a  dry  yellowish  red  residue  remains.  When  caustic 
ammonia  is  added  a  bright  violet  red  hue  is  developed. 

Calculi  formed  of  urates  are  rare,  the  salts  being  urates  of  ammonia 
and  magnesia.  They  are  small  soft  concretions  formed  in  the  kidney, 
and  are  distinguished  by  their  solubility  in  boiling  water.  They 
hardly  deserve  to  be  reckoned  among  the  vesical  calculi. 

The  OXALATE  OF  LIME  OR  MULBERRY  CALCULUS  is  a  very  important 
form.  Sometimes  small  stones  are  discharged  as  gravel,  forming 
smooth,  round,  grayish  balls  like  hemp  seeds.  The  calculus  proper  -is 
mostly  of  an  irregularly  spherical  shape,  tuberculated  on  the  surface 
like  a  mulber'ry,  and  of  a  grayish  or  nearly  black  colour.    On  section  it 
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is  seen  to  be  in  layers,  some  of  them  generally  composed  of  uric  acid, 
which  usually  forms  the  nucleus.  The  calculus  contains  abundant 
organic  material  which  holds  the  colouring  matter,  so  that  when  the 
oxalate  is  dissolved  out  the  organic  basis  often  retains  the  shape  of  the 
calculus.  Oxalate  of  lime  is  insoluble  in  the  alkaline  carbonates  and 
organic  acids,  but  soluble  in  nitric  and  hydrochloric  acids.  If  a  fragment 
be  heated  on  a  piece  of  platinum  before  the  blow-pipe  it  becomes  black, 
swells  up  and  leaves  a  bulky  white  ash  of  caustic  lime  which  renders 
Htmus  blue. 

Calculi  of  BASIC  PHOSPHATE  OF  LIME  alone  are  very  rare.  They  form 
comparatively  small  yellowish  or  grayish  white  stones,  rather  hard  and 
smooth  on  the  surface. 

The  MIXED  OR  TRIBASIG  PHOSPHATic  CALCULUS  IS  Very  common,  at 
least  many  calculi  are  partly  formed  of  these  salts,  although  few  are  so 
entirely.  The  phosphates  are  deposited  from  alkaline  urine  as  a  light, 
bulky,  white  substance,  which  is  commonly  very  brittle.  The  salts  are 
insoluble  in  water  and  alkalies,  but  are  very  soluble  in  acids.  When 
a  fragment  is  heated  in  the  blow-pipe  flame,  the  salts  melt  and  form  a 
hard  enamel ;  hence  this  form  is  often  called  the  FUSIBLE  CALCULUS. 

The  CARBONATE  OF  LIME  CALCULUS  is  rare.  It  forms  small,  round, 
soft  stones.  The  salt  dissolves  with  effervescence  on  adding  an  acid, 
leaving  an  organic  matrix  of  the  shape  of  the  stone. 

Cystine  forms  calculi  in  persons  who  are  subjects  of  cystinuria. 
It  appears  as  if  by  a  congenital  derangement  of  the  nutritive  processes 
such  persons  form  cystine,  to  a  certain  extent  probably  in  j)lace  of  uric 
acid ;  and  this  peculiarity  occurs  frequently  in  several  members  of  the 
same  family.  The  urine,  continuously  or  frequently,  contains  flat 
hexagonal  crystals  of  cystine,  and  these  may  be  already  present  in  the 
urine  at  the  time  of  evacuation,  or  may  be  deposited  after  the  urine  has 
stood  for  a  time.  The  cystine  may  begin  to  be  deposited  in  the  urini- 
ferous  tubules  so  that  calculi  are  formed  in  the  pelvis  of  the  kidney,  or 
it  may  be  deposited  in  the  bladder.  The  stones  are  oval  in  shape  and 
have  a  waxy  consistence.  The  surface  is  brownish  or  greenish  yellow 
in  colour,  and  crystals  can  often  be  separated  from  it.  The  stone  may 
be  buried  in  a  shell  of  phosphates.  Cystine  is  soluble  in  alkalies, 
mineral  acids,  and  oxalic  acid. 

^  Xanthine  calculi  are  exceedingly  rare.  The  substance  is  allied  to 
uric  acid,  and  the  stones  are  like  those  of  uric  acid  but  of  a  redder 
colour.  On  applying  the  murexid  test  to  a  fragment  of  such  a  stone,  it 
is  found  to  dissolve  in  nitric  acid  but  without  effervescence ;  the  addition 
of  ammonia  gives  an  orange  colour. 
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DISEASES  OF  THE  URETHRA. 

Of  these  the  most  important  are  the  inflammations. 

GoNORRHCEA  is  a  specific  inflammation  accompanied  by  redness  and 
swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  with  purulent  exudation,  sometimes 
mixed  with  blood.  The  inflammation  is  thus  at  first  acute,  and  it  may 
result  in  suppuration  around  the  urethra,  in  the  prostate  or  in  the 
testicle,  the  virus  in  the  last-mentioned  case  probably  propagating  itself 
along  the  vas  deferens.  There  may  be  an  ulceration  of  the  mucous 
membrane  as  a  consequence  of  the  inflammation. 

If  the  acute  stage  subside  there  often  remains  a  chronic  inflammation, 
characterized  mainly  by  a  persistent  mucous  or  muco-purulent  discharge. 
As  in  other  chronic  ^catarrhs  there  is  new-formation  of  connective  tissue, 
and  in  the  male  urethra  this  frequently  leads  to  stricture.  The  new- 
formed  connective  tissue  contracting  narrows  the  tube,  and  sometimes 
quite  a  hard  cicatricial  tissue  occupies  the  mucous  membrane  and  sub- 
mucous tissue.  Or  the  thickening  may  be  mainly  in  the  mucous 
membrane  which  bulges  inwards  and  forms  folds  which  obstruct  the 
calibre  in  the  male  urethra,  or  form  projecting  or  prolapsed  folds  in  the 
female. 

Besides  gonorrhoea  we  may  have  inflammations  produced  by  other 
causes.  A  simple  catarrh  may  arise,  especially  in  the  female  urethra, 
sometimes  from  propagation  of  an  inflammation  from  neighbouring 
parts. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  FEMALE  GENERATIVE  ORGANS. 


INTRODUCTORY.— It  is  hardly  necessary  to  state  that  these  organs 
are  specially  liable  to  disease  from  their  functional  relations.  At 
the  times  of  menstruation  and  pregnancy  very  extraordinary  changes  oc- 
cur, some  of  which  although  strictly  physiological  border  on  the  pathologi- 
cal. The  anatomical  relations  of  the  internal  organs  of  generation  in  the 
female  have  also  to  be  taken  carefully  into  account  in  connection  with 
the  changes  in  position  to  which  the  uterus  is  especially  liable.  It  will 
be  necessary  to  take  up  the  individual  portions  of  the  organs  of  genera- 
tion separately,  but  for  purposes  of  convenience  the  malformations  of 
the  whole  set  of  organs  will  be  taken  together. 


MALFORMATIONS  OF  THE  FEMALE  ORGANS. 

In  treating  of  this  subject  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  the 
internal  and  external  organs  have  no  connection  with  each  other  in 
their  origins,  and  so  the  malformations  of  the  one  are  not  necessarily 
connected  with  the  malformations  of  the  other. 

Hermaphroditism. — This  name  implies  the  union  of  the  two  sexes  in 
the  same  individual.  So  far  as  the  internal  organs  are  concerned  such 
a  condition  is  rendered  possible  by  the  fact  that  in  every  foetus  the 
embryonic  structures  for  both  sexes  are  present  at  a  certain  period  of 
development ;  the  Wolffian  ducts  go  to  form  the '  male  organs,  and  the 
Miillerian  ducts  go  to  form  the  female  organs.  It  is  by  the  subsequent 
retrogression  of  one  of  these  and  the  preponderance  of  the  other  that 
the  sex  of  the  child  is  determined.  It  is  well  known  that  in  the  adult 
the  testicle  is  represented  in  the  female  by  the  parovarium,  and  the 
ovary  is  represented  in  the  male  by  the  hydatid  of  Morgagni  which  lies 
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beside  the  epidydimis,  while  tlio  vosicula  prostatica  represents  the 
uterus. 

These  facts  indicate  that  we  may  have  a  TRUE  HERMAPHRODITISM,  in 
which  ovary  and  testicle  are  both  represented.  Cases  have  been  re- 
corded in  which  on  both  sides  both  of  these  glands  have  been  present, 
one  of  them  however  generally  ill-developed.  This  would  form  a  true 
BILATERAL  HERMAPHRODITISM.  On  the  other  hand  there  may  be  a 
testicle  on  one  side  and  an  ovary  on  the  other,  forming  a  true  lateral 
HERMAPHRODITISM.  It  is  necessary,  however,  in  such  cases  to  be  careful, 
and  not  to  conclude  that  an  organ  is  testis  or  ovary  from  its  mere  posi- 
tion, but  to  subject  it  to  microscopic  examination. 

It  is  clear  that  the  sex  of  an  individual  is  determined  by  the  exis- 
tence of  the  testicle  on  the  one  hand  or  the  ovary  on  the  other,  and  no 
case  is  truly  bisexual  unless  both  these  glands  are  present.  But  there 
are  cases  in  which,  with  the  sex  determined  by  the  presence  of  ovaries 
or  testicles,  the  other  parts  present  the  structures  belonging  to  different 
sexes.  In  such  cases  the  designation  pseudo-hermaphroditism  is  used, 
and  according  as  the  ovaries  or  the  testicles  are  the  glands  present,  they 
are  male  or  female. 

In  cases  of  MALE  pseudo-hermaphroditism,  three  different  combina- 
tions may  be  recognized,  but  in  all  there  are  testicles  present.  (1) 
Internal  In  this  case  the  external  organs  are  those  of  the  male  and 
the  testes  are  present,  but  from  the  prostatic  urethra  a  canal  arises 
which  represents  an  elementary  vagina  with  a  uterus  at  its  extremity, 
sometimes  with  Fallopian  tubes.  The  uterus  may  be  of  the  regular 
form  but  small,  or  it  may  be  two-horned,  or  with  one  horn  and  a 
Fallopian  tube.  We  have  already  seen  that  the  vesicula  prostatica  is 
the  representative  in  the  male  of  the  vagina  and  uterus,  and  the  condition 
we  are  now  considering  is  an  exaggeration  of  that  pouch  due  to  an  unusual 
persistence  of  the  lower  part  of  Muller's  ducts.  There  may  be  all  degrees 
of  this  persistence,  but  the  case  is  not  one  of  pseudo-hermaphroditism 
unless  there  is  something  that  can  be  called  a  vagina  and  uterus,  even  if 
very  rudimentary.  (2)  Complete  male  pseudo-hermaphroditism  is  the  con- 
dition in  which,  while  the  glands  are  the  testes,  all  the  remaining  organs 
both  internal  and  external  approach  to  those  of  the  female.  This  arises 
by  a  persistence  of  Muller's  ducts  and  an  imperfect  closure  of  the  urethra. 
It  may  here  be  remarked  that  as  the  external  generative  organs  arise 
from  the  same  foetal  structures  in  both  sexes,  they  cannot  really  repre- 
sent both  the  female  and  the  male  sexes  in  the  same  person.    But  as 
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the  male  organs  present  as  it  were  a  further  development,  chiefly  con- 
sisting in  enlargement  of  the  clitoris  and  closing  in  of  the  urinary  pas- 
sage to  form  a  urethra,  we  may  have,  by  arrest  of  development,  more  or 
less  approach  to  the  condition  of  the  female  organs.  (3)  External  male 
pseitdo-herma2)hroditism  is  characterized  by  the  external  organs  presenting 
the  characters  of  those  of  the  female  while  the  entire  internal  organs 
are  those  of  the  male.  The  cases  are  to  be  excluded  in  which  there 
is  simply  ^n  opening  up  of  the  urethra  (hypospadias)  from  arrest  of 
development.  There  must,  in  addition,  be  an  approach  in  the  form  of 
the  organs  to  those  of  the  female.  At  the  same  time  the  general  form 
of  the  body  is  that  of  the  female.  Several  such  cases  have  been 
married  as  females,  and  the  true  sex  only  discovered  on  post-mortem 
examination. 

Female  pseudo-hermaphroditism  is  of  much  more  rare  occurrence 
than  male  and  is  susceptible  of  similar  division.  In  all  these  forms 
there  are  ovaries,  and  the  variations  are  in  the  other  organs.  There  is 
(1)  the  internal  in  which  with  well-developed  female  organs,'  both  ex- 
ternal and  internal,  there  are  male  organs  present  in  the  persistence  of 
the  Wolffian  ducts,  tubes  passing  from  the  parovarium  to  the  uterus  or 
vagina.  This  condition  is  excessively  rare,  although  in  ruminating  ani- 
mals it  is  a  normal  condition.  (2)  Complete  female  pseudo-hermaphroditism^ 
presents  the  male  form  of  the  external  organs  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the 
male  internal  organs,  while  the  ovaries  are  the  glands  present.  In  one 
case  the  male  organs  were  complete  as  far  as  the  prostate,  but  from  this 
sprang  vagina,  uterus  and  Fallopian  tubes.  (3)  In  external  female  pseudo- 
hermaphroditism  the  external  parts  have  the  characters  of  the  male  while 
the  internal  have  those  of  the  female.  It  will  be  undei^stood  that  an  elonga- 
tion of  the  clitoris  will  cause  the  parts  to  approach  to  those  of  the  male, 
and  some  cases  present  nothing  more  than  this.  The  name  hermaphro- 
dite can  hardly  be  applied  unless  there  is  as  well  a  type  of  body 
approaching  that  of  the  male.  A  case  is  recorded  in  which  the  real 
sex  was  only  suspected  when  the  person  became  pregnant. 

Other  Malformations  of  the  Female  Organs.  We  have 

DEFECT  of  various  parts  and  in  various  forms.  The  ovaries  may  be 
wanting  or  may  remain  rudimentary.  The  uterus  may  be  awanting, 
and  with  it  the  Fallopian  tubes;  or  il  may  be  quite  rudimentary  (Fig. 
290),  presenting  perhaps  a  solid  rudiment,  or  merely  two  diverging  horns. 
With  this  the  vagina  is  often  defective.  Then  the  uterus  may'^remain 
in  the  adult  of  the  foetal  or  infantile  form.    Again,  the  uterus  or 
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vagina  may  bo  imperforate,  or  the  hymen  imperforate.  There  are 
also  various  defects  of  the  external  organs,  as  absence  of  the  vulva, 


Fig.  290.— Rudimentary  uterus.    (Gkaily  Hewitt  from  Kussmaul.) 

the  vagina  and  urethra  opening  by  a  small  aperture  in  the  region 
which  "the  vulva  should  occupy.  The  hymen  may  be  absent,  or  it 
may  present  fimbriated  processes  sometimes  so  large  as  to  project 
externally. 

A  very  interesting  and  important  malformation  is  the  DOUBLE 
UTERUS.  This  arises  by  reason  of  the  two  Muller's  ducts  uniting 
imperfectly,  and  there  may  be  several  varieties.  We  may  have  the 
uterus  forming  two  distinct  diverging  horns,  and  each  Avith  a  separate 
vagina.  Or  the  two  horns  may  unite  below  to  a  greater  or  lesser 
extent  (Fig.  291),  the  cavities  remaining  separate,  and  with  the  vagma 
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single  or  double.  Or  the  two  horns  may  be  so  united  that  the  cavity 
of  the  neck  or  even  a  portion  of  the  body  is  single. 

There  are  again  cases  in  which,  without  any  indication  of  separate 
cornua,  the  uterus  is  divided  up  the  middle  by  a  septum,  each  half 
with  a  separate  cervix  and  sometimes  a  separate  vagina.  Or  the 
division  may  be  only  partial,  the  body  of  the  uterus  having  usually 
a  septum,  while  the  cervix  has  none. 

The  UTERUS  UNICORNIS  occurs  when  one  Muller's  duct  is  unde- 
veloped. This  uterus  is  a  long  thin  structure  which  curves  to  one  side, 
while  the  other  horn  is  absent  or  rudimentary  (Fig.  292). 


Fig.  292.— uterus  unicornis.  The  parts  are  viewed  from  behind,  and  the  dis- 
tended bladder  occupies  the  background.  The  right  hnm  is  larsfe,  and  nms  into 
the  Fallopian  tube  whose  fimbriated  extremity  is  shown.  There  is  no  proper  left 
horn,  the  Fallopian  tube  and  round  ligament  springing  from  the  base  of  the  right 
horn.   (Graily  Hewiit  from  Kdssmaul.) 


Pregnancy  may  occur  in  all  these  forms  of  malformation,  the  foetus 
developing  in  one  half  of  the  uterus.  Even  the  single  horn  in  the 
case  of  uterus  unicornis,  although  usually  imperfectly  formed,  may  be 
the  seat  of  a  developing  foetus,  which,  however,  usually  causes  rupture 
of  the  ill-developed  organ  in  the  third  to  the  sixth  month. 
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A.— THE  UTERUS  AND  VAGINA. 


MISPLACEMENTS  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

The  arrangements  by  which  the  uterus  is  supported  are  of  import- 
ance to  the  understanding  of  the  misplacements  of  the  organ.    In  the 
virgin  the  vagina  forms  a  tolerably  solid  column,  on  the  summit  of 
which  the  uterus  is  supported  and  so  prevented  from  descending.  The 
vagina  is  also  attached,  by  means  of  the  pelvic  fascia,  to  the  bladder 
in  front  and  the  rectum  behind.    The  uterus  is  further  supported 
by  its  hgaments,  and  these  assist  in  preventing  its  descent,  although 
not  so  directly  as  the  vagina.    By  the  ligaments  passing  off  from  its 
lateral  aspects,  the  uterus  is  kept  from  inclining  to  one  side  or  the 
other.    While  capable  of  very  limited  movement  from  above  down- 
wards and  from  side  to  side,  the  body  of  the  uterus  is  very  movable, 
within  certain  limits,  from  before  backwards.    When  the  bladder  and 
rectum  are  full  the  uterus  will  be  tolerably  erect.    When  the  bladder  is 
empty  it  will  be  inclined  forward,  and  a  certain  amount  of  anteversion 
may  be  regarded  as  the  normal  condition  with  an  empty  bladder. 

Prolapse  or  Descent  of  the  Uterus.— This  occurs  for  the  most 
part  as  a  result  of  the  loosening  of  the  attachments  of  the  organ,  com- 
bined frequently  with  increased  weight  from  chronic  inflammation.  It 
may  also  be  produced  suddenly  by  a  severe  exertion,  as  in  raismg 
a  heavy  weight.    In  this  case  the  abdomen  is  fixed  in  the  expiratory 
position,  and  by  the  pressure  of  the  abdominal  muscles  and  diaphragm 
the  viscera  are  forced  downwards  and  so  may  carry  the  uterus  dow 
although  here  also  there  may  have  been  some  preliminary  looseness  of 
vagina  and  ligaments.    Besides  increased  weight  of  the  organ  itse  f  a 
tumour  by  its  weight  may  assist  in  dragging  it  downwards.    It  .vill  be 
apparent  that  pregnancy,  with  its  various  circumstances,  will  have 
creat  effect  in  loosening  the  attachments  of  the  uterus,  and  prolapse  is 
:onsequently  much  more  frequent  in  married  women  than  m  virgins 

The  degree  of  descent  is  very  various ;  it  may  simply  amount  to  a 
lowering  of  the  position  of  the  uterus  an  inch  or  so,  or  it  may  be 
toTnTcxtent  up  t'o  the  presentation  of  it  in  the  vulva  or  outside,  this 
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latter  condition  being  designated  procidentia.  The  vagina  must 
be  inverted  in  proportion  to  the  descent  of  the  uterus,  and  in  cases 
where  it  is  completely  procident  the  vagina  will  form  an  external  cover- 
ing continuous  with  the  skin  around. 

As  the  uterus  descends  it  is  held  more  by  the  posterior  attachments 
to  the  rectum  than  by  the  anterior  ones  to  the  bladder,  and  there 
is  accordingly  a  certain  amount  of  retroversion  along  with  the  pro- 
lapse. 

The  mucous  membrane  of  the  uterus  is  mostly  in  a  state  of  catarrh 
in  prolapse,  with  a  profuse  mucous  discharge,  and  the  organ  itself  is  en- 
larged. There  is  often  a  special  enlargement  of  the  cervix  which  may 
be  so  elongated  as  to  present  externally  without  much  misplacement  of 
the  body  of  the  uterus.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  inverted  vagina 
is  thickened,  and  its  epithelhim,  where  exposed,  acquires  characters  like 
those  of  the  epidermis. 

Prolapse  of  the  Vagina. — This  occurs  mostly  in  connection  with 
pregnancy,  and  seems  to  be  caused  by  the  walls  remaining  hyper 
trophied  when  they  ought  to  undergo  the  regular  involution.  The 
thickened  and  loose  vagina  is  thrown  into  folds,  and  these  may  project 
outside  the  vulva.  As  a  consequence  there  may  be  prolapse  of  the 
uterus.  Again,  looking  to  the  close  connections  of  the  vagina  Avith 
the  rectum  and  bladder,  it  is  not  surprising  that  prolapse  of  the  former 
causes  dragging  on  these  latter  structures.  The  connection  of  the  vagina 
with  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  trigonum  is  much  more  intimate  than 
with  the  rectum,  and  so  we  have  more  frequently  descent  of  the  former 
than  of  the  latter.  In  this  way  cystocele  and  rectocele  occur,  pouches 
or  diverticula,  from  these  organs  respectively,  passing  downwards  Avith 
the  prolapsed  vagina. 

Inversion  of  the  Uterus. — This  is  of  very  rare  occurrence.  It 
can  only  happen  when  the  uterus  is  somewhat  enlarged,  or  Avhen,  either 
by  its  own  contraction  or  by  the  exercise  of  traction  on  its  fundus,  the 
organ  is  turned  outside  in.  These  conditions  are  best  fulfilled  during 
or  after  parturition,  especially  when  the  umbilical  cord  is  pulled  on 
while  the  placenta  is  adherent.  It  may  also  occur  in  connection  with  a 
tumour  growing  inside  the  uterus  and  attached  to  its  internal  wall. 
The  inverted  uterus  projects  from  the  vulva  as  a  bleeding  mass,  the 
haemorrhage  being  frequently  so  severe  as  rapidly  to  cause  death.  If 
the  patient  survives  and  the  organ  is  not  restored,  inflammation  results. 
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and  the  uterus  acquires  attacliments  in  its  new  situation,  so  that  resort 
has  sometimes  to  be  had  to  amputation. 

Anteflexion  and  Eetroflexion. — By  these  names  are  designated 
the  bending  of  the  uterus  on  itself,  the  lower  part  foi-ming  an  open 
angle  with  the  upper.  The  flexion  takes  place  at  a  point  corresponding 
with  the  internal  os,  and  the  explanation  of  this  seems  to  be  that  the 
portion  of  the  uterus  corresponding  with  the  cervix  is,  in  front  at  least, 
closely  attached  to  the  wall  of  the  bladder,  the  pouch  of  peritoneum 
between  bladder  and  uterus  not  reaching  belOw  the  level  of  the  internal 
OS.  The  cervix  therefore  being  comparatively  fixed,  the  rest  of  the 
uterus  may  be  bent  either  forwards  or  backwards.  Abnoi'mal  looseness 
of  the  texture  of  the  uterus,  occurring  especially  after  delivery,  renders 
it  more  liable  to  bend,  and  the  flexion  is  always  at  this  place.  But 
again,  if  the  fundus  or  body  of  the  uterus  acquires  adhesions  to  the  parts 
in  front  or  behind,  then  these  adhesions  will  tend  to  give  it  a  permanent 
bend  in  their  direction.  There  is  another  circumstance  which  tends  to 
make  the  flexions  permanent ;  the  uterine  tissue  is  apt  to  waste  in  the 
concavity  of  the  bend,  and  so  there  is  all  the  more  tendency  to  doul)- 
ling  up. 

All  that  has  been  stated  appHes  equally  to  anteflexion  and  retroflexion, 
and  they  are  both  of  frequent  occurrence,  the  former  being  usually 
regarded  as  the  commoner  form. 

Anteversion  and  Eetko version. — In  these  conditions  there  is 
displacement  of  the  entire  organ  forwards  or  backwards.  The  organ 
comes  to  lie  more  horizontally  than  usual,  and  the  cervix  and  os  will  be 
displaced  backwards  or  forwards  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  fundus. 
These  changes  in  position  occur  for  the  most  part  as  a  result  of  preg- 
nancy, the  uterus  remaining  loose  and  unable  to  support  itself  properl}- 
in  some  cases.  Anteversion  and  retroversion  rarely  occur  Avithout  a 
certain  amount  of  the  corresponding  flexions. 

These  flexions  and  versions  sometimes  produce  serious  results  in  the 
uterus  itself.  We  have  already  seen  that,  in  the  concavity  of  the  bend,  the 
uterine  tissue  frequently  wastes  and  becomes  less  able  to  retain  the  utenis 
in  the  upright  position.  Then  the  bend,  if  at  all  sudden,  compresses  the 
vessel,  and  may  lead  to  a  chronic  congestion,  by  and  by  resulting  in 
hypertrophy.  Again,  the  curve  may  obstruct  the  canal  of  the  cervix, 
thus  leading  to  dysmenorrha}a.    The  flexions  and  versions  not  infro- 


ATROPHY,  ETC.,  OF  THE  UTERUS.  743 

quently  predispose  to  prolapse.  The  fundus  of  the  uterus  projected 
backwards  or  forwards  is  apt  to  irritate  the  bladder  or  rectum  and  so 
induce  repeated  straining  eflbrts  which  tend  to  force  the  uterus  down. 

ATROPHY,  HYPERTROPHY,   AND   DILATATION   OF  THE 

UTERUS. 

Atrophy— We  have  already  seen  that  the  uterus  may  retain  in 
adult  hfe  the  undeveloped  condition  of  that  of  the  child.  On  the  other 
hand  the  organ  becomes  smaller  at  the  close  of  the  period  of  sexual 
activity,  a  kind  of  physiological  atrophy.  There  may  be,  however,  a 
premature  atrophy,  in  some  cases  ascribed  to  long-continued  catarrh, 
frequent  pregnancies,  pressure  of  tumours,  etc. 

Hypertrophy.— This  sometimes  occurs  as  a  result  of  imperfect  in- 
volution after  the  physiological  enlargement  of  pregnancy,  and  in  this  case 
the  increase  in  size  is  from  excess  in  the  muscular  substance  mamly. 
Hypertrophy  of  a  similar  kind  occurs,  though  very  rarely,  without  ap- 
parent cause.  There  may  be  hypertrophy  from  congestion  and  chronic 
inflammation  however  caused. 

A  special  hypertrophy  of  the  cervix  has  been  observed  in  many 
cases.  It  occurs  as  a  result  of  imperfect  involution  after  pregnancy, 
but  also  as  a  consequence  of  prolapse  of  the  vagina,  the  cervix  being 
dragged  down  and  greatly  elongated.  With  very  Httle  descent  of  the 
nterus  the  cervix  may  be  so  elongated  as  to  present  externally. 

Dilatation. — This  occurs  in  consequence  of  the  retention  and  ac- 
cumulation of  material  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus.    It  results,  therefore, 
from  obstruction  of  the  vagina  or  of  one  of  the  orifices  of  the  uterus. 
There  may  be  congenital  closure  of  the  external  or  internal  os  (gener- 
ally the  external)  or  imperforate  hymen.    When  the  period  of  puberty 
is  reached  and  menstruation  begins  the  blood  accumulates  in  the  uterus, 
and  there  may  be  enormous  distension,  the  contents  having  a  tarry  or 
pulpy  character.     This  condition  is  designated  h^EMATOMETRA.  The 
uterus  may  assume  the  size  of  the  pregnant  organ,  and  there  is  thicken- 
ing of  its  walls,  which,  however,  are  loose.    If  escape  is  not  provided 
artificially  the  uterus  may  actually  rupture,  not  usually  into  the  peri- 
toneum, but,  after  the  formation  of  adhesions,  into  some  neighbouring 
organ.    The  rupture  is  by  a  process  of  ulceration  from  within,  unless 
external  violence  bursts  the  distended  organ. 

There  may  be  an  acquired  obstruction  of  the  os  uteri  as  from 
chronic  catarrh,  or  even  from  inflammation  occurring  after  delivery. 
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In  such  cases  also  we  may  have  dilatation  with  the  menstrual  blood. 
It  is  more  common,  however,  to  have  such  closure  after  menstruation 
has  permanently  ceased,  and  as  a  residt  of  chronic  catarrh.  In  that  case 
the  catarrhal  secretion  may  accumulate  and  distend  the  uterus.  Aftei' 
a  time  the  contents,  which  are  at  first  mucous  in  character,  become 
serous.    This  condition  is  sometimes  called  hydrometra. 

Lastly,  the  organ  is  sometimes  distended  with  GAS.  This  may  be 
the  result  of  decomposition  of  the  accumulated  fluid  in  hydrometra,  oi- 
from  decomposition  of  retained  clots,  etc. ;  but  cases  have  occurred  in 
which  the  cavity  has  been  dilated  with  gas  and  assumed  considerable 
proportions  without  apparent  cause. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  UTERUS  AND  ITS  APPENDAGES. 

These  are  somewhat  various,  and  they  are  differently  named  accord- 
ing to  the  locality  specially  affected.    In  this  way  we  have  to  consider 

ENDOMETRITIS,  METRITIS,  PARAMETRITIS  and  PERIMETRITIS.  The  con- 
dition of  the  uterus  and  vagina  after  delivery  lays  them  open  to  the 
occurrence  of  septic  inflammations,  and  many  of  the  conditions  here 
have  often  this  origin. 

(1)  Endometritis. — This  is  an  inflammation  of  the  mucous  lining 
of  the  uterus.  We  may  have  an  acute  inflammation  set  up  hy  catching 
cold  at  a  menstrual  period,  or  by  the  extension  of  a  gonorrhoeal  inflam- 
mation from  the  vagina,  or  in  the  course  of  an  acute  fever.  The 
inflammation  may  go  on  to  suppuration  or  even  to  sloughing  of  the 
mucous  membrane  and  the  formation  of  ulcers. 

Chronic  Endometritis  or  chronic  catarrh  is  a  very  frequent  disease, 
and  as  a  whitish  discharge  is  a  characteristic  feature  the  condition  is 
often  called  leucorrhoea.  Apart  from  the  excessive  secretion  the  mucous 
membrane  is  apt  to  become  thickened,  and  it  may  be  thrown  into  folds 
or  give  origin  to  mucous  polypi.  The  cervix  especially  is  often  thick- 
ened, and  the  os  may  present  ulcerations.  These  ulcerations  are  for 
the  most  part  little  more  than  superficial  excoriations,  and  are  impor- 
tant chiefly  as  indicating  the  existence  of  catarrh  of  the  cer^dx  and  in- 
terior of  the  uterus.  Chronic  catarrh  sometimes  arises  without  an}- 
apparent  exciting  cause  except  a  general  anaemia,  which  may  be  related 
to  scrofula  or  chlorosis.  During  pregnancy  inflammations  sometimes 
arise  giving  occasion  to  abortions,  adhesions  of  the  placenta,  and  other 
lesions.  The  catarrh  may  also  have  its  origin  in  a  tumour,  a  flexion,  oi 
a  version  of  the  uterus. 
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(2)  Metritis. — This  name  is  given  to  inflammation  of  the  wall  of 
the  uterus,  but  it  hardly  occurs  as  an  independent  affection,  being  com- 
monly the  result  of  extension  of  inflammation  from  the  mucous  mem- 
brane. Acute  inflammation,  even  with  infiltration  of  the  muscular 
substance  with  blood,  may  follow  gonorrhoea.  We  may  have  also,  from 
various  causes,  a  chronic  inflammation  leading  to  induration,  it  may  be 
with  enlargement  of  the  uterus.  This  is  sometimes  related  to  imperfect 
involution  of  the  uterus  after  parturition,  or  to  the  various  causes  which 
bring  about  endometritis. 

The  terms  Perimetritis  and  Parametritis  are  used  to  designate  inflam- 
mations occurring  in  the  peritoneum  around  the  uterus  (perimetritis), 
and  in  the  connective  tissue  around  the  organ  between  it  and  the  peri- 
toneum (parametritis).  As,  however,  the  whole  of  the  peritoneum  of 
the  pelvis  is  apt  to  be  involved  in  the  one  and  the  whole  of  the  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  pelvis  in  the  other,  the  names  pelvic  peritonitis  and 
pelvic  cellulitis  are  at  least  equally  appropriate  terms.  It  will  be  under- 
stood also  that  ivith  inflammation  of  the  pelvic  peritoneum,  there  will 
frequently  be  an  inflammation  of  the  sub-peritoneal  connective  tissue, 
so  that  these  two  conditions  frequently  go  together. 

(3)  Pelvic  Peritonitis  or  Perimetritis  includes  inflammations  pro- 
duced by  all  sorts  of  causes.  Most  frequently  it  is  an  inflammation  of 
the  uterus  occurring  after  delivery  or  from  gonorrhoea,  which  extends 
through  the  substance  of  the  organ  to  its  serous  coat.  Or  it  may  be 
inflammation  in  the  neighbouring  intestine  or  bladder  that  has  led  to 
it.  Or  a  tumour  in  the  uterus  or  outside  it  may  so  far  irritate  as  to 
cause  a  chronic  inflammation. 

In  some  of  these  cases  the  inflammation  is  acute  and  there  is  danger 
of  a  general  peritonitis,  but  even  when  acute  or  subacute  it  may  be  cir- 
cumscribed by  adhesions,  and  an  abscess  may  form  which  remains  con- 
fined to  the  pelvis.  Such  an  abscess  may  afterwards  burst  into  the 
rectum,  or  vagina,  or  externally.  When  the  inflammation  is  more 
chronic  the  result  is  adhesion  of  the  pelvic  organs,  the  adhesion  being 
effected  here  as  in  the  pleura,  pericardium,  etc.,  by  new-formed  vascular 
connective  tissue.  The  adhesion  and  contraction  sometimes  lead  to 
great  matting  together  of  the  pelyic  tissues  and  considerable  fixity  of 
the  uterus,  frequently  with  misplacement  and  deformity. 

(4)  Pelvic  Cellulitis  or  Parametritis.— This  consists  in  a  sub- 
acute inflammation  of  the  pelvic  connective  tissue,  generally  occurring 
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after  delivery,  but  also  sometimes  as  a  result  of  operations  on  the 
uterus,  the  introduction  of  pessaries,  the  uterine  sound,  etc.  The  in- 
flammation is  no  doubt  septic,  being  propagated  through  the  uterine 
wall,  being  in  this  respect  comparable  with  erysipelas  and  phlegmonous 
inflammations  generally.  The  inflammation  extends  from  the  uterus,  find- 
ing its  way  apparently  by  the  lymphatic  spaces.  There  are  the  usual  re- 
sults of  inflammation,  but  the  exudation  is  here  the  most  important. 
The  spaces  of  the  connective  tissue  get  filled  up  with  a  serous  exuda- 
tion which  may  be  partly  fibrinous.  There  is  in  this  way  a  great 
tumefaction  of  the  subperitoneal  tissue,  especially  of  the  broad  liga- 
ment, but  also  that  in  front  of  and  behind  the  uterus  and  in  the  pelvis 
as  a  whole.  The  uterus  is  thus,  as  it  were,  fixed  in  the  midst  of 
tumefied  connective  tissue,  which  may  be  felt  as  a  firm  swelling  on 
examination  per  vaginam. 

Suppuration  generally  ensues,  hnt  it  may  do  so  very  gradually,  so 
that  it  may  be  long  after  parturition  before  it  occurs.  The  pus  some- 
times extends  a  considerable  distance  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
uterus.  In  this  way  the  inflammation  may  extend  and  the  suppuration 
follow  into  the  iliac  or  even  into  the  lumbar  region.  The  abscesses 
which  result  open  in  very  various  localities,  into  the  vagina,  the  rectum 
or  the  bladder,  or  at  the  surface  in  the  iliac  or  inguinal  region.  In 
these  latter  cases  the  condition  may  simulate  that  of  lumbar  abscess, 
and  mistake  is  the  more  Hkely  as  the  suppuration  has  perhaps  occurred 
long  after  the  originating  cause.  The  pus  discharged  has  usually  the  char- 
acters as  of  having  been  long  retained,  the  corpuscles  are  largely  fatty, 
and  there  is  usually  a  fteculent  odour  due  to  the  proximity  of  the  abscess 
to  the  rectum. 


PUEEPERAL  FEVEE. 

We  have  in  this  case  not  merely  a  local  inflammation  but  a  general 
aff-ection  of  the  system.  The  disease  is  really  a  septic  infection  with  or 
without  pyeemic  abscesses. 

We  have  here  to  deal  with  the  entrance  into  the  body  of  pathogemc 
bacteria.  From  what  has  gone  before,  especially  in  studying  pyaemia, 
,  it  will  be  apparent  that  it  is  probably  a  special  kind  of  bactenum  which 
is  concerned.  It  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  the  organism  is  so 
special  as  that  which  causes  splenic  fever,  or  in  fact  that  it  is  alwaj-s  the 
.same  organism.  But  it  must  be  a  pathogenic  form  capable  of  living  a.id 
multiplying  inside  the  body.    There  are  probably  organisms  of  this 
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kind  in  many  putrid  fluids,  but  they  are  greatly  multiplied  in  the  body 
of  a  person  infected  with  them,  and  are  much  more  likely  to  be  carried 
to  another  person  from  such  an  one.  The  infective  material  of  other 
diseases,  especially  erysipelas,  may  be  the  cause  of  puerperal  fever. 
Hence,  although  puerperal  fever  is  not  to  be  ranked  as  one  of  the 
specific  fevers,  we  can  understand  how  it  is  highly  communicable, 
and  how  it  occurs  in  groups  of  cases  so  as  to  simulate  the  epidemic 
form.  In  regard  to  the  form  of  the  organism,  it  is  here  as  in  other 
septic  diseases  a  micrococcus,  and  in  the  peritonitis  which  is  a  frequent 
feature  of  puerperal  fever,  there  may  be  myriads  of  these  organisms  m 
the  peritoneal  cavity. 

The  disease  occurs  in  connection  with  the  puerperal  state,  and  in 
most  cases  there  has  been  some  wounding  of  the  soft  parts  by  the 
passage  of  the  child.  The  protecting  epithelium  being  removed,  the 
bacteria  may  penetrate  into  the  submucous  tissue.  The  result  is  usually  a 
very  violent  local  inflammation,  generally  with  a  distinctly  gangrenous 
tendency.  The  inflammation,  with  sloughing  and  suppuration,  extends 
over  the  internal  surface  of  the  uterus,  and  extensive  ulceration  may  occur. 
The  fibrinous  exudation  covering  and  involving  the  mucous  membrane,, 
may  have  the  appearance  of  the  diphtheritic  exudation  in  the  fauces. 
Sometimes,  however,  the  local  inflammation  is  not  very  considerable. 

From  its  local  seat  the  process  extends,  and  results  in  a  more  general 
infection.  The  path  of  extension  and  the  resulting  conditions  are 
various.  The  septic  inflammation  may  extend  along  the  Fallopian 
tubes  and  septic  pus  find  its  way  into  the  peritoneum.  The  resulting 
peritonitis  is  rarely  localized,  but  we  have  rather  a  general  septic  peri- 
tonitis with  resulting  absorjition  of  the  products,  and  septic  poisoning. 
In  other  cases  the  organisms  get  into  the  uterine  veins,  and  by  the 
ordinary  process  of  thrombosis,  etc.,  we  may  have  a  pyaemia  having  the 
usual  characters,  with  suppui'ation  in  the  joints  and  miliary  abscesses 
in  the  lungs  and  elsewhere.  The  thrombosis  here  nearly  always  starts 
from  the  veins  of  the  placental  part  of  the  uterus.  In  some  cases  there 
appears  to  be  a  septic  infection  of  the  blood  without  any  local  abscesses 
from  emboHsm.  In  other  cases  the  inflammation  extends  to  the  con- 
nective tissue  of  the  pelvis.  We  have  a  violent  parametritis  with  acute 
suppuration.  The  inflammation  extends  by  and  by  to  the  peritoneum, 
and  there  is  a  violent  septic  peritonitis,  just  as  when  the  extension  is 
by  the  Fallopian  tubes.  The  inflammation  may  extend  through  the 
diaphragm,  and  lead  to  a  pleurisy. 

It  will  b.e  seen  that  in  all  these  cases  there  is  a  vigorous  multiplica- 
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tion  of  the  micrococci,  and  that  there  must  consequently  be  a  great 
formation  of  chemical  products.  An  acute  septic  poisoning  is  the  result, 
and  it  is  probably  this  which  leads  to  the  more  pronounced  symptoms 
of  puerperal  fever. 


PHLEGMASIA  DOLENS. 

This  is  an  affection  in  which  great  oedema  occurs  in  one  or  both  legs, 
usually  as  a  sequel  to  the  puerperal  state.  There  is  thrombosis  of  the 
uterine  veins,  the  thrombi  growing,  as  we  have  seen  thrombi  readil}- 
do,  into  the  iliac  veins,  and  onwards  into  the  femoral  and  its 
branches.  The  starting  point  of  the  thrombosis  is  the  placental  surface 
of  the  uterus,  and  it  is  most  apt  to  occur  when,  through  imperfect  con- 
traction of  the  uterus,  the  veins  are  left  with  gaping  mouths.  It  may 
be  a  question  whether  the  introduction  of  septic  material  induces  the 
coagulation,  but  in  the  usual  absence  of  the  general  symptoms  of  septic 
poisoning,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  this  has  to  do  at  least  with  the 
extension  of  the  coagulation.  The  thrombosis  may  also  have  its  start- 
ing point  apart  from  the  puerperal  state,  as  in  tumours  of  the  uterus, 
dysentery,  disease  of  the  rectum,  typhoid  fever,  etc.,  but  as  causes 
these  are  exceedingly  rare. 

We  have  already  seen  that  there  may  be  extensive  thrombosis  in  the 
veins  of  the  leg  without  oedema,  and  so  in  this  case  oedema  is  by  no 
means  coincident  in  its  occurrence  with  the  thrombosis.  As,  howeA^ei  . 
the  femoral  vein  takes  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  blood  from  the  leg, 
Siud  as  the  other  veins  of  the  leg  also  join  the  iliac,  and  are  consequently 
liable  to  thrombosis  as  well,  there  is  often  ultimately  a  very  comj^lete 
plugging  of  the  veins  of  the  leg.  This  results  in  a  very  marked  oedema; 
It  is  not  improbable  that  the  lymphatics  may  be  also  to  some  extent 
obstructed.  We  have  formerly  seen  that  thrombosis  of  a  vein  induces 
a  chronic  inflammation  in  its  wall  and  around  it  (phlebitis  and  periphle- 
bitis), so  that  there  is  often  considerable  adhesion  of  the  vein  to  its 
sheath  and  of  the  sheath  to  the  parts  around.  The  lymphatic  vessels 
may  be  affected  by  this  adhesion  and  partially  obstructed.  The  disease 
occurs  most  frequently  in  the  left  leg,  and  this  is  ascribed  by  some  to 
the  fact  that  the  parts  on  the  left  side  of  the  pelvis  are  more  hable  to 
bruising  during  delivery  than  those  on  the  right. 


PERIUTERINE  HiEMATOCELE, 
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PERIUTERINE  HEMATOCELE. 

This  name  is  given  to  the  condition  in  which  blood  accumulatee^ 
around  the  nterus,  usually  in  Douglas's  space.  The  bleeding  occurs  nearly 
always  at  a  menstrual  period,  and  it  is  natural  to  look  for  the  source  of 
the  blood  in  the  processes  occurring  then,  namely  the  bursting  ot  the 
Graafian  vesicle  and  bleeding  from  the  uterine  mucous  membrane.  If 
there  is  an  obstruction  to  the  exit  of  blood  from  the  uterus  it  may  pass 
backwards  by  the  Fallopian  tubes  into  the  peritoneum.  This  is  probably 
the  commoner  source  of  the  htemorrhage,  which  also  occurs  from  rupture  of 
one  of  the  veins  of  the  uterine  plexus,  especially  if  these  be  varicose.  At 
the  menstrual  period  there  is  hyperaemia  of  these  veins,  as  of  the  whole 
vascular  system  of  the  uterus,  and  they  may  rupture.  There  may  also 
be  hc^morrhage  by  rupture  in  extra-uterine  pregnancy,  but  this  falls  to 
be  considered  afterwards.  It  is  also  stated  that  rupture  of  the  vessels 
forming  adhesions  in  perimetritis  may  cause  the  haemorrhage. 

For  the  most  part  the  blood  faUs  by  gravitation  into  Douglas's  space 
behind  the  uterus,  where,  as  the  serum  is  pressed  out  by  the  contract- 
ing clot  and  absorbed,  the  coagulum  becomes  condensed  and  assumes  a 
kind  of  permanent  position,  from  which  the  designations  HEMATOMA 
and  HEMATOCELE  have  been  given.  The  uterus  is  pushed  forward  by 
the  tumour  which  can  be  felt  filling  Douglas's  space  on  vaginal 
examination. 

But  the  blood  is  probably  not  in  every  case  within  the  peritoneum, 
•  although  in  most  cases  it  is  so.  When  the  blood  escapes  from  a  ruptured 
vein  it  may  accumulate  either  in  the  peritoneum,  or  else  in  the  subperi- 
toneal connective  tissue,  thus  forming  a  parametric  or  extra-peritoneal 
HEMATOCELE.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that  as  the  blood  when  in  the 
peritoneum  sets  up  inflammation  with  multiform  adhesions,  it  may  be 
difficult  in  some  cases  to  say  whether  it  has  been  originally  intra-  or 
extra-peritoneal. 

The  blood  acting  as  a  foreign  body  sets  up  a  chronic  inflammation. 
Connective  tissue  is  produced  around  it  forming  adhesions  of  the 
neighbouring  loops  of  intestines  and  the  ligaments  of  the  uterus.  The 
blood  thus  becomes  enclosed  in  a  capsule,  and  it  may  be  slowly 
encroached  on  by  the  connective  tissue  and  undergo  a  gradual 
absorption.  After  absorption  there  will  usually  remain  more  or  less 
serious  adhesions  causing  misplacement  and  deformity  of  the  uterus, 
tubes,  or  ovaries.  In  some  cases  the  inflammation  is  more  acute,  and 
suppuration  occurs  in  and  around  the  blood.    Thus  an  abscess  may 
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form  wliich  bursts  into  the  vagina,  rectum,  or  bladder,  or  even  into  the 
peritoneal  cavity  with  probably  a  fatal  issue. 

EXTRA-UTERINE  PREGNANCY. 

In  this  condition  the  fo3tus  does  not  develop  in  the  uterus,  as  usual. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  particularly  the  various  forms  here,  as 
these  are  taken  up  in  works  on  midwifery.  The  ovum  may  be  impreg- 
nated in  the  ovary  itself,  and,  probably  after  the  rupture  of  the  Graafian 
\'esicle,  may  remain  in  the  ovary  and  develop  further.  In  this  case  we 
have  an  ovarian  pregnancy,  which  is  exceedingly  rare.  Or  the  ovum 
may  drop  into  the  peritoneal  cavity,  and  having  been  impregnated 
either  before  or  after  its  escape  from  the  ovary,  it  may  develop  in  the 
abdomen,  forming  an  abdominal  pregnancy.  Or  it  may  fail  to  reach 
the  uterus,  only  travelling  a  certain  distance  along  the  tube—  lodging 
at  any  part  of  the  tube — tubal  pregnancy — which  is  the  commonest 
form.  Sometimes  it  is  in  the  last  part  of  the  tube  so  close  to  the 
uterus  as  to  be  imbedded  in  the  substance  of  the  organ — interstitial 

PREGNANCY. 

In  all  these  situations  the  fo3tus  develops  and  is  surrounded  by  its 
regular  membranes,  the  whole  being  usually  enclosed,  in  a  capsule 
formed  of  connective  tissue  from  the  parts  around.  The  placenta 
forms  and  attaches  itself  to  some  of  the  parts  around,  although  cases  occui" 
in  which  the  placenta  is  in  the  uterus,  while  the  foetus  is  in  the  tube 
or  even  in  the  abdomen.  After  developing  for  a  time  the  cyst  usually 
ruptures,  this  occurring  earliest,  as  a  rule,  in  the  tubal  cases.  The 
result  is  profuse  and  generally  fatal  haemorrhage.  If  the  haemorrhage 
does  not  cause  death,  peritonitis  usually  develops  and  proves  fatal. 
But  the  person  may  even  survive  this,  and  in  that  case,  as  a  general 
rule,  the  foetus  softens  and  an  abscess  forms,  which  by  and  by  bursts 
externally,  discharging  the  more  solid  parts  which  have  escaped  the  j^ro- 
cess  of  softening.  In  some  cases,  however,  after  rupture  of  the  cyst 
the  foetus  may  produce  little  inflammation  and  become  quietly  encap- 
suled,  or  even  without  rupture  it  may  die  and  lie  quiescent  as  a  foreign 
body.  In  these  cases  the  foetus  shrivels  and  becomes  mummified,  being 
surrounded  by  a  capsule  formed  of  connective  tissue  and  adherent  to 
surrounding  organs.  In  the  mummified  foetus  the  various  tissues  may 
be  recognized  years  after.  The  capsule  usually  becomes  infiltrated 
with  lime  salts,  so  that  a  kind  of  shell  forms  around  the  foetus. 

In  cases  of  extra-uterine  pregnancy  the  uterus  enlarges,  usually 
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becoming  two  or  three  times  as  large  as  in  the  unimpregnated  con- 
ilition. 

SYPHILIS  AND  TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  UTERUS. 

Syphilis  manifests  itself  in  the  vagina  and  vulva  in  the  form  of  the 
hard  chancre,  which  may  even  occur  at  the  os  uteri.  It  does  not  pre- 
sent in  these  situations  any  peculiarities  distinguishing  it  from  chancre  of 
the  skin  elsewhere.  Condylomata  of  considerable  size  also  occur  in  the 
vulva  and  vagina,  often  forming  warty  projections. 

Tuberculosis  hardly  occurs  in  the  vagina ;  it  is  met  with  in  the 
uterus,  but  is  probably  always  secondary,  being  propagated  from  the 
Fallopian  tubes  (see  p.  762).  It  may  produce  extensive  destruction  of  the 
uterus,  ulcers  forming,  on  the  surface  of  which  there  may  be  considerable 
caseous  masses.  Tubercular  nodules  form  outside  the  ulcers  in  the 
mucous  membrane  and  muscular  substance,  and  the  ulcers  enlarge  by 
caseous  necrosis  and  breaking  down  of  these  tubercles.  The  ulcers  thus 
enlarge  in  depth  and  superficies,  and  may  involve  the  whole  interior  of 
the  uterus,  whose  surface  is  exceedingly  irregular.  There  is  nearly 
always  associated  tuberculosis  of  the  tubes  and  sometimes  of  the  ovaries 
and  peritoneum. 

TUMOURS  OF  THE  UTERUS  AND  VAGINA. 

Polypoid  Hematoma  of  the  Uterus. — This  form  of  tumour 
•consists  of  coagulated  and  condensed  blood,  and  strictly  speaking  is 
not  a  proper  tumour.  It  is  of  importance,  however,  as  it  considerably 
resembles  the  much  commoner  myoma  of  the  uterus.  It  is  sometimes 
designated  the  fibrinous  uterine  polypus.  It  consists  of  a  mass  of 
blood  clot  which  by  shrinking  has  become  dense  and  hard.  It  mav 
attain  considerable  dimensions,  hanging  it  may  be  into  the  vagina. 
Consisting  of  blood-clot  it  has  originated  in  haemorrhage,  but  there  must 
be  some  reason  for  the  adhesion  of  the  clot  to  the  uterine  wall.  This 
is  mostly  aflforded  by  the  placenta  which  has  been  retained  after 
delivery  or  abortion.  The  whole  placenta  may  be  retained  as  in 
Fig.  293,  or  it  may  be  only  a  portion.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rough 
surface,  after  removal  of  the  placenta,  may  induce  the  coagulation  of 
blood,  which  if  retained  may  grow  by  fresh  coagulation.  As  the 
hsematoma  originates  in  haemorrhage  it  is  usually  associated  with  it 
throughout  its  course.  The  blood  mostly  escapes  into  the  vagina,  but 
•some  of  it  may  coagulate  and  increase  the  size  of  the  polypus. 
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Myoma  of  the  Uterus.— This  is  an  exceedingly  frequent  form  of 
tumour ;  it  is  said  to  occur  in  about  every  tenth  woman.    Nothing  cun 


Pig.  293.— Polypoid  hsematoma  of  uterus  after  an  abortion  in  the  second 
month  ;  ct,  projecting  part  of  maternal  placenta  and  wall  of  uterus  ;  6, 
remains  of  foetal  placenta ;  c,  sti-atified  coagula  around  the  fcetal  placenta. 
Natural  size.  (Virchow.) 


be  said  definitely  as  to  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  these  tumours,  but 
as  they  grow  for  the  most  part  in  the  form  of  isolated  pieces  of  muscular 
tissue,  it  may  be  supposed  that  in  the  foetus  there  have  been  bits  of  the 
embryonic  muscular  tissue  left  over  in  the  formation  of  the  organ. 

The  structure  of  the  myoma  has  already  been  sufficiently  described 
in  the  part  devoted  to  this  form  of  tumour  in  general  (see  p.  194,  and 
Figs.  70  and  71),  and  we  have  here  mainly  to  do  with  certain  local 
peculiarities.  The  tumour  is  very  often  multiple,  and  there  may  be  as 
many  as  fifty  attached  to  the  same  uterus.  We  may  have  a  single 
small  tumour  no  larger  than  a  pea,  or  a  large  growth  weighing  as  much 
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.  as  fifty  pounds,  or  a  group  of  tumours  surrounding  the  uterus  and 
burying  it. 

The  SUBSEROUS  niYOMA,  Originating  in  the  external  layers  of  the 
uterus,  passes  outwards  as  it  grows,  and  pushes  the  peritoneal  coat 
before  it.  In  this  way  it  frequently  becomes  pedunculated.  The 
subseroxis  form  is  often  multiple,  and  as  from  its  situation  it  is  pro- 
tected, the  tumour  may  grow  for  many  years  undisturbed,  and  reach 
very  large  dimensions.  Such  large  myomas  may  be  mistaken  for 
ovarian  tumours  and  excised  as  such,  and  this  is  the  more  likely 
to  occur  as  the  formation  of  cysts,  to  be  referred  to  presently,  not 
infrequently  occurs  in  them.  A  subserous  myoma  has  been  known  to 
part  company  ^vith.  the  uterus  and  become  attached  to  a  neighbouring 
part  of  the  peritoneum  where  it  has  grown.  Of  course  the  separation 
and  the  acquirement  of  new  attachments  would  be  gradual. 

The  INTERSTITIAL  or  INTRAPARIETAL  MYOMA  arises  in  the  middle 
layers  of  the  uterus.  In  its  growth  it  involves  the  wall  of  the  uterus,, 
and  may  cause  enormous  enlargement  of  the  organ.  This  form  de- 
velops mostly  at  the  fundus.  The  tumour  and  greatly  enlarged  uterus 
may  form  together  a  very  bidky  mass,  which  as  a  whole  is  liable  to  be 
mistaken  for  an  ovarian  or  other  tumour.  The  author  has  met  with 
several  cases  in  which  the  tumour  and  uterus  were  excised  under  this 
belief.  In  one  of  these  the  tumours  seemed  to  be  multiple  and  the 
uterine  wall  could  not  be  distinguished  from  tumours,  the  greatly 
enlarged  cavity  of  the  uterus  being  surrounded  by  irregularly  lobulated 
masses  of  muscular  tissue.  In  this  case  it  looked  as  if  the  uterus  as  a 
whole  had  undergone  an  irregular  hypertrophy,  or  had  grown  into  a 
massive  tumour. 

The  SUBMUCOUS  myoma  is  the  form  which  most  frequently  comes 
under  the  notice  of  the  practitioner.  Arising  in  the  internal  layers  of 
the  uterus,  it  readily  passes  inwards,  pushing  the  mucous  membrane 
before  it,  and  from  the  action  of  gravity  it  tends  to  become  pendulous. 
The  submucous  myoma,  therefore,  very  often  presents  itself  as  a  poly- 
pus (the  so-called  fibroid  polypus),  and  it  may  have  a  very  narrow  neck. 
It  very  often  arises  at  the  fundus,  and  may  grow  to  such  dimensions  as  to 
fill  the  uterus,  and  hang  down  through  the  cervix  into  the  vagina.  The 
mucous  membrane  covering  the  tumour  is  subject  to  irritation,  and 
there  is  frequently  haemorrhage  and  ulceration,  even  with  sloughing  in 
some  cases. 


The  myomas  present  considerable  varieties  in  the  details  of  their 
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structiiro.  They  vary  in  the  proportion  of  muscular  to  fibrous  tissue, 
as  we  have  already  seen,  but  the  muscular  bundles  always  occupy  such 
a  preponderating  relation  that  when  attention  is  paid  to  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  nuclei  (Fig.  294)  there  can  never  be  any  doubt  as  to  the 


T^ig.  294.-Section  of  a  myoma  of  uterus  stained  witlx  cai-mine  so  as  to  show  the  multiple 
nuclei.    X  350. 

nature  of  the  tumour.  It  is  true  that  the  hardness  of  many  myomas,, 
and  the  glistening  character  of  the  cut  surface,  as  well  as  the  concentric 
arrangement  of  the  trabecule  as  /r^flfen  h 

characters  of  a  fibrous  tumour.  But  even  m  the  hardest  of  then  th 
t  clr  elements  are  perfectly  pronounced,  and  ^^^^ 
is  misappUed.  There  is  always  a  certain  amount  of  connective  tissue  in 
myoZ  in  all  tumours,  this  tissue  accompanying  and  supporting  th 
XT  vessels  iust  as  in  other  tumours.  It  sometimes  undergoes  increase 
and  res  NB^^^^^^  of  the  tumour,  but  the  hardness  of  myomas  is  by 
no  meZXays  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  connective  tissue  which 

*:iruoccurs  in  myomas,  especially  when  they  are  polypoid  a.! 
have  a  narrow  neck.    The  «dema  consists  m  a  distension  of  the 
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lympli'atic  spaces  with  fluid,  and  it  causes  the  tumour  to  be  remarkably 
soft,  so  as  even  in  some  cases  to  resemble  a  mucous  polypus.  The  for- 
mation of  CYSTS  may  be  a  further  development  of  the  oedema,  but 
it  also  occurs  by  breaking  down  of  the  tumour  tissue.  This  occurs  for 
the  most  part  in  large  subserous  myomas.  The  cysts  are  very  irregular 
in  form,  and  have  no  proper  layer  of  epithelium  lining  them.  Their 
origin  in  connection  with  the  lymphatics  is  often  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  the  fluid,  when  withdrawn,  frequently  coagulates  siDontane- 
ously. 

Dilatation  of  the  blood-vessels  occurs  not  infrequently,  and 
especially  in  the  uterine  pol}q)i.  This  dilatation,  occurring  at  the 
expense  of  the  muscular  tissue,  may  lead  to  a  cavernous  condition 
of  the  tumour,  there  being  large  irregular  spaces  filled  with  blood.  In 
that  case  there  may  be  considerable  haemorrhage  in  the  substance  of  the 
tumoui',  as  well  as  externally. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  connective  tissue  of  the  tumour 
may  undergo  CALCAREOUS  infiltration,  so  that  the   tumour  has 


externally  a  hard  shell,  and  is  divided  internally  by  septa,  between 
which^  there  hes  the  muscular  tissue.  The  muscular  tissue  itself  also 
•sometimes  undergoes  calcification,  as  we  have  seen,  and  as  Fio-  295 
shows.  * 
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Cancers  of  the  Uterus  and  Vagina.— In  the  great  majority 
of  cases  the  cancer  l:»egins  just  about  the  junction  of  the  uterus  and 
vagina,  and  involves  both  as  it  extends.  The  disease  scarcely  occurs 
before  the  age  of  thirty,  and  ii5  most  pi-evalent  between  forty  and 
fifty.  It  appears  also  from  the  statistics  of  West  that,  contrary  to 
what  is  sometimes  stated,  it  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  women 
who  have  borne  children  than  in  those  who  have  not,  and  most  frequently 
in  those  who  have  had  more  than  the  usual  number  of  pregnancies  ;  as 
if  the  disease  developed  most  readily  when  the  uterus  is  deteriorated  by 
repeated  conceptions. 

There  are  various  appearances  presented  by  cancer  of  the  uterus,  but 
the  commonest  form  is  that  usually  described  as  SOFT  or  medullary 
GANGER.  The  individual  elements  are  not  essentially  different  to  those 
in  what  is  called  epithehal  cancer,  but  this  form  tends  much  more  to  infil- 


Fig.  29G.-Section  of  cancer  of  uterus  -^der  a  very  low  power  ^fo^^^  mo^lf 
advance  into  waU  of  uterus  ;      ™"scular  substance  rf^^^ 

trate  deeply,  while  theepithelioma  is  more  superficial  in  its  mode  of  gro>rth 
The  meduB^try  cancer^-  as  an  infiltration  of  a  limited  part  of  th, 
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portio  vaginalis  of  the  cervix,  and  thus  extends  more  or  less  round  the 
external  os.  By  and  by  the  whole  portio  vaginalis  is  converted  into  a 
hard,  irregularly  prominent  tumour.  At  first  the  infiltration  is  con- 
fined to  the  mucous  membrane  and  submucous  tissue,  but  by  degrees  it 
spreads  both  deeply  and  laterally.  It  insinuates  itself  into  the  muscular 
substance  of  the  uterus,  separating  and  breaking  up  the  muscular 
trabeculaj,  which  come  to  form  a  kind  of  rough  stroma  for  it  (see  Fig. 

296)  .  It  also  passes  into  the  vagina,  infiltrating  its  wall.  Very  soon 
ulceration  of  the  surface  sets  in,  and  in  the  subsequent  progress  there 
is  a  progressive  ulceration  and  infiltration,  the  former  following  the 
latter.  The  infiltration  passes  into  the  body  of  the  uterus,  but  does  not 
usually  reach  the  fimdus  before  the  death  of  the  patient.  If  the  parts 
be  now  examined  post-mortem  (Fig. 

297)  ,  it  will  be  seen  that  an  irregularly 
excavated  ulcer  occupies  the  adjacent 
parts  of  the  uterus  and  vagina,  rendering 
their  respective  limits  inappreciable. 
Then  outside  this  there  is  the  whitish 
cancerous  tissue,  which  extends  into  the 
uterine  substance  some  lines  beyond  the 
idcer. 

This  disease  affects  neighbouring 
structures.  There  are  cancerous  masses 
usually  in  the  ligaments  and  under  the 
peritoneum.  The  bladder  is  frequently 
adherent  to  the  uterine  cancer  and  its 
raucous  membrane  red  and  irregular,  or 
else  it  presents  cancerous  nodules.  The 
ulceration  even  extends  sometimes  into 
the  bladder,  which  forms  thus  a  communication  -with  the  vagina.  The 
rectum  is  much  less  closely  related  to  the  cervix  uteri  than  the 
bladder,  and  it  is  less  frequently  involved.  Those  parts  of  the 
uterus  which  are  not  engaged  in  the  cancerous  disease  are  inflamed, 
and  adhesions  are  formed  to  the  rectum  and  urinary  bladder.  Although 
thus  extending  locally,  the  cancer  tends  very  little  to  form  secondary 
tumours  in  the  lymphatic  glands,  and  still  more  seldom  does  it  become 
generalized. 

It  sometimes  happens  that  the  new-formation  of  cancerous  tissue 
IS  more  vigorous  than  the  ulceration,  and  in  that  case  we  may  have  pro- 
mment  ragged  masses  hanging  into  the  vagina. 


Fig.  297.— Cancer  of  uterus,  the  parts 
shoiATi  iu  section.  To  the  right  is  the 
urinaiy  bladder.  To  the  left  are  vagina 
and  uterus,  both  of  them  to  a  large  ex- 
tent converted  into  iiTegular  cancerous 
masses.    (Geaily  Hewitt  from  Martin.) 
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The  microscopic  examination  of  this  form  of  cancer  shows  masses  of 
epithelial  cells,  usually  of  considerable  size,  arranged  irregularly  in 
alveoli,  the  stroma  being  largely  formed  by  the  remains  of  the  struc- 
tures into  which  it  has  infiltrated. 


Fig  298  — CauUflower  cancer  of  posterior  lip  of  os  uteri.  A  probe  is 
passed  through  the  os,  and  the  anterior  lip  in  front  of  it  is  seen  to  be 
normal,  while  a  cauUflower  growth  projects  from  the  posterior. 
(Simpson.) 

Epithelial  Cancer  is  hardly  to  be  distinctly  delimited  from  the 
former,  but  is  characterized  by  a  more  superficial  outgrowth  of  promm- 
ent  warty  projections,  Avhile  the  deeper  infiltration  is  slower  and  less 
in  degree.  The  disease  begins,  as  in  the  other  case,  in  the  portio 
vaginalis,  and  at  first  there  is  little  more  than  a  prominent  warty 
outgrowth.  But  the  warty  growth  increases  while  the  base  becomes 
infiltrated  till  a  bulky  prominence  results,  whose  surface,  consistmg  of 
masses  of  papilliform  projections,  gives  the  character  of  the  cauli- 
flower EXCRESCENCE  (Fig.  298). 

This  form  of  tumour  is  also  liable  to  ulceration,  and  there  may  be  a 
combination  of  ulceration  with  papilliform  projections,  although,  after 
a  time,  the  papillae  may  be  destroyed  and  the  appearances  approxmiate 

to  those  of  the  other  form  of  cancer.  r  «  ,    u  ri 

Under  the  microscope  the  structure  here  is  more  that  of  ttat-cellca 
epithelioma.  The  prominent  papilla  are  covered  with  pavement  epi- 
thelium, and  the  deeper  infiltration  consists  of  masses  of  flat  cells.  _ 
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A  few  cases  have  been  observed  in  which  COLLOID  CANCER  has  been 
the  form  occurring  in  the  uterus,  the  situation  being  the  same  as  in  the 
other  more  common  forms.  In  rare  cases  also  a  cancer  may  arise  from 
the  fundus  uteri. 

Mucous  Polypi  of  the  Uterus. — These  are  met  with  mainly  as 
the  result  of  chronic  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  may 
spring  from  the  body  of  the  uterus  or  the  cervix.  Sometimes  there  is 
a  general  irregular  prominence  of  the  mucous  membrane,  but  usually 
there  are  definite  polypoid  outgrowths.  The  mucous  polypus  may  con- 
sist of  a  limited  hypertrophy  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  tumour  being 
a  tolerably  firm  one  unless,  as  sometimes  happens,  it  becomes  soft  by 
oedema  or  by  the  excessive  development  of  its  vessels.  In  this  latter 
case  we  may  have  a  tumour  approaching  to  the  cavernous  character. 
Or  polypi  may  consist  largely  of  glandular  structures,  mucous  glands 
being  apparently  new-formed  so  as  to  provide  the  tissue  of  the  tumour. 
These  polypi  are  comparatively  soft,  and  ma}^  grow  to  a  considerable 
size,  especially  when  they  become  cystic.  We  have  already  seen  that 
tumours  consisting  of  glandular  tissue  are  peculiarly  apt  to  become 
cystic,  and  these  form  no  exceptions.  These  larger  polypi  may  some- 
what distend  the  uterus. 

Other  Tumours  are  seldom  met  with.  SARCOMAS  are  of  rare 
occurrence,  and  of  those  recorded  the  majority  have  been  spindle-celled 
sarcomas,  although  the  round-celled  form  has  also  been  seen.  The  sar- 
coma may  develop  in  a  myoma,  or  a  muscular  tumour  in  its  rapid 
growth  soft  consistence  and  looser  structure  may  assume  the  characters 
of  a  iviYOSARCOMA.  PAPiLLOiNLiS  are  also  met  with  at  the  portio  vaginalis, 
and  may  resemble  cauliflower  cancers. 

Parasites  are  rare  in  the  uterus  and  vagina.  Thread  worms  may 
pass  over  from  the  rectum.  Bacteria  are  frequently  met  with  in  the 
vaginal  secretion,  and  the  fibres  of  leptothrix  also  occur  frequently. 
The  oidium  albicans  is  found  in  connection  with  thrush.  The  cysti- 
cercus  cellulosae  has  been  doubtfully  seen  in  the  uterus,  and  the  echino- 
coccus  mth  exceeding  rarity. 
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B.— OVARIES,  FALLOPIAN  TUBES  AND  LIGAMENTS. 


OVAEIAN  HEENIA. 

In  this  condition  one  or  both  ovaries  descend  into  a  regular  sac. 
The  ovary  sometimes  forms  part  of  the  contents  of  an  ordinary  hernial 
sac,  but  there  are  cases  in  which  the  ovary  alone  is  present,  and  its 
descent  constitutes  the  primary  condition.     These  cases  are  mostly 
inguinal  and  have  a  congenital  origin,  and  there  seems  reason  to  infer 
with  EngHsch  that  they  are  produced  by  a  descent  of  the  ovary  com- 
parable with  the  normal  descent  of  the  testicle.    When  the  testicle  has 
descended,  the  sac  forms  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  is  shut  off  from  the 
peritoneum  except  in  the  case  of  congenital  inguinal  hernia  when  the 
sac  remains  open.  In  ovarian  hernia  the  sac  remains  open  also,  so  that  it 
is  like  congenital  inguinal  hernia  in  the  male,  but  generally  without  the 
presence  of  intestine  in  the  sac.    The  sac  usually  appears  in  the  upper 
inguinal  region,  but  may  pass  into  the  labium  majus.    Like  the  testicle, 
the  ovary  is  fixed  in  the  wall  of  the  sac  except  in  so  far  as  its  hgaments 
allow  of  a  certain  mobihty.    Hence  it  is  usually  irreducible,  although, 
if  the  ligaments  are  long,  they  may  allow  of  the  ovary  passing  mto  the 
abdomen  while  still  attached  to  the  bottom  of  the  sac. 

The  ovary  in  its  abnormal  position  undergoes  the  usual  changes  at 
the  menstrual  periods,  and  being  in  a  confined  position  its  enlargement 
may  cause  pain.  Sometimes  the  condition  is  discovered  by  attention 
being  directed  to  it  by  pain  and  inconvenience  during  menstruation. 
The  ovary  may  also  become  the  seat  of  tumoiu's  while  in  the  sac  or  may 
be  inflamed.  Sometimes  it  has  given  rise  to  such  inconvemence  m  its 
abnormal  situation  that  excision  has  been  resorted  to. 

Besides  these  cases  of  inguinal  hernia  the  ovary  may  enter  a  crural 
or  an  abdominal  hernia,  but  these  are  not  congenital  and  are  not  m  the 
same  relation  to  the  descent  of  the  testicle  as  the  case  ]ust  considered. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  OVAEIES  AND  TUBES. 
The  Fallopian  Tubes  sometimes  inflame  when  the  uterus  is  the 
seat  of  acute  inflammation,  but  they  and  the  ovaries  are  most  frequently 
affected  with  acute  inflammation  in  connection  with  the  puerperal  con- 
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ditions  already  considered.  An  acute  perimetritis  or  a  puerperal  fever 
is  very  often  accompanied  by  suppurative  inflammation  of  the  tubes, 
which  may  be  distended  with  pus  so  as  to  form  abscesses,  their  aper- 
tures having  become  obstructed.  In  addition  to  that  the  tubes  are 
often  adherent  and  distorted  by  chronic  inflammations  of  the  uterine 
peritoneum  and  of  the  ovaries.  Those  chronic  inflammations,  by  con- 
torting and  obstructing  the  tubes,  often  lead  to  dilatation  by  the  secre- 
tion being  retained. 

Acute  Oophoritis,  or  acute  inflammation  of  the  ovaries,  occurs  also 
as  a  sequel  of  the  puerperal  state.  It  may  be  a  part  of  a  perimetritis, 
or  a  pelvic  abscess  may  be  associated  with  abscesses  in  the  ovaries,  and 
as  these  conditions  rarely  occur  apart  from  pregnancy  so  is  it  with  the 
ovarian  inflammation.  The  ovary  becomes  swollen  and  hyper^mic  and 
suppuration  usually  ensues.  The  pus  at  first  forms  in  elongated 
streaks  from  the  hilus  to  the  periphery,  but  after  a  time  there  are  more 
distinct  abscesses.  The  G-raafian  vesicles  also  frequently  become  filled 
Avith  pus.  The  peritoneal  surface  will  also  be  inflamed  and  probably 
coated  with  a  fibrinous  or  semi-purulent  exudation. 

Chronic  Oophoritis  is  a  condition  concerning  which  considerable 
variety  of  opinion  is  held.  We  know  that  at  each  menstrual  period  the 
ovaries  undergo  changes  which  present  many  analogies  with  inflamma- 
tion. They  become  hypersemic  and  enlarged,  and  a  Graafian  vesicle 
bursts,  leaving  a  wound  which  has  to  heal  by  granulation.  At  these 
periods  then  it  seems  likely  that  a  chronic  inflammation  may  be  readily 
set  up  by  exposure  to  cold,  cold  baths,  or  sexual  excitement.  But  it  is 
not  to  be  inferred  in  all  cases  where  ovarian  disturbances  are  thus 
produced  that  there  are  present  the  actual  anatomical  phenomena  of 
inflammation. 

Chronic  inflammation  is  manifested  by  an  interstitial  new-formation 
of  connective  tissue,  and  is  comparable  to  cirrhosis  of  the  liver  or  kidney, 
and  like  these  accompanied  by  shrinking  of  the  organ.  The  capsule  is 
thickened,  and  the  contracting  tissue  in  the  organ  produces  irregular 
depressions  of  the  surface.  The  thickening  is  often  peculiarly  manifest 
around  the  Graafian  vesicles,  and  this  with  the  thickening  of  the 
capsule  may  prevent  the  vesicles  bursting.  Sometimes  a  ripe  vesicle 
instead  of  bursting  externally  ruptures  into  the  substance  of  the  ovary, 
and  so  produces  further  inflammatory  disturbance.  With  these  changes 
iri  the  ovary  itself  there  is  usually  adhesion  of  the  capsule  to  the  parts 
around,  the  chronic  inflammation  causing  the  formation  of  vascular  con- 
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nective  tissue  which  unites  opposed  surfaces.  In  this  way  there  may- 
be disphicements  of  the  ovaiies. 

If  the  Graafian  vesicles  are  prevented  from 
liursting,  the  fluid  which  naturally  exists  in 
them  may  become  augmented,  and  the  vesicles 
thus  be  converted  into  cysts  (Fig.  299).  A 
limited  number  of  small  cysts  may  thus  l>e 
formed,  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  cysts 
having  this  origin  may  grow  to  some  size, 
having  always  the  character  of  simple  cysts 

Fig  290. -Cystic  formation  in  ^^^h  SCrOUS  COUteutS. 
ovary  from  dilatation  of  Graafian 

vesicles.  (Virchow.)  .  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  in  old  age  the 
ovaries  are  often  shrunk  and  the  capsules  thickened,  but  this  is  not  to 
be  set  down  as  the  result  of  chronic  inflammation. 

TUBERCULOSIS  OF  THE  OVAEY  AND  TUBES. 

This  affection  occurs  with  exceeding  rarity  in  the  ovaries,  in  the  form 
of  caseous  masses.  It  is  more  common  in  the  tubes,  and  here  the  appear- 
ances are  very  like  those  in  tuberculosis  of  the  ureters.    The  tube  is 


Fig.  300.-  Tuberculosis  of  FaUopian  tubes  seen  from  behind  a,  uterus;  6,  6,  fi^^p^ated  extre- 
mitifs  of  the  tubes;  c,  right  ovary.  The  right  tube  is  seen  to  be  ^<'^7  ^.Ztt 
■T,^1„^•„H  TV,o  riil'i+nHnn  disanuears  iust  before  the  uterine  termination  of  tlie  tube,  ine  leit 
l^tt  much  itfSed'l'S^rmost  dilated  at  its  distal  part.  There  was  also  tuberculosis 
of  the  lungs  and  mesenteric  glands. 

enlarged,  sometimes  very  greatly  so,  and  it  forms  varicose  sausage-hke 
convolutions  (Fig.  300).    Internally  there  is  a  caseous  layer  with,  it 
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may  be,  some  accumulation  of  pus,  mucus,  and  debris.  The  caseous 
layer  is  somewhat  consistent,  forming  a  continuous  lining  to  the  tube. 
Outside  this  the  wall  is  greatly  thickened,  mainly  by  inflammatory  new- 
formation  in  which  tubercles  are  to  be  found. 

Along  -with  the  tuberculosis  of  the  tubes  and  the  very  rare  tubercul- 
osis of  the  ovaries  there  is  usually  similar  disease  elsewhere,  such  as 
phthisis  pulmonalis,  tuberculosis  of  the  urinary  organs,  or  tuberculosis  of 
the  peritoneum.  The  disease  commonly  affects  both  tubes,  generall}- 
beginning  near  the  abdominal  extremity,  and  often  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  tube  even  into  the  uterus. 


TUMOURS  OF  THE  OVARY. 

Tumours  of  the  ovary  have  the  peculiarity  that  they  commonly  grow 
to  large  dimensions.  We  may  perhaps  associate  this  with  the  functions 
of  the  organ,  which  imply,  at  least  in  the  Graafian  vesicles,  a  remarkable 
formative  power.  The  cysts  are  the  most  frequent  and  important  forms, 
and  they  are  here  taken  first. 

Simple  Cysts  occur  which  are  in  many  respects  comjDarable  with 
the  simple  cysts  which  are  so  frequent  in  the  kidney,  and  like  them 
have  no  very  special  significance.  They  are  produced,  as  ah'eady  indi- 
cated, by  dropsy  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  as  was  proved  by  the  discovery 
by  Kokitansky  of  an  ovum  in  such  a  cyst.  Simple  cysts  may  be  of  con- 
genital origin,  having  been  observed  in  new-born  children.  As  a 
general  rule  there  are  several  cysts  simultaneously  developed,  usually 
from  ten  to  twenty,  but  one  or  a  few  may  attain  a  preponderating 
size.  The  cysts  have  a  distinct  smooth  lining  membrane,  with. 
a  single  layer  of  epithelium.  The  contents  are  mostly  clear  serum, 
but  from  haemorrhage  they  may  be  dark,  or  from  inflammation  turbid. 
The  enlargement  of  the  ovary  is  not  generally  great  in  this  form 
of  cystic  disease ;  it  rarely  reaches  the  size  of  the  fist,  and  still  more 
rarely  that  of  the  head.  If  there  are  several  cysts,  they  take  shape  by 
mutual  pressure. 

Colloid  Ovarian  Cysts.— These  are  of  much  more  frequent  occur- 
rence and  vastly  more  important.  To  this  class  of  cysts  the  name 
cystoma  is  properly  applied,  because  they  arise  by  a  distinct  new- 
formation,  there  being  first  produced  a  preparatory  tissue,  which  goes 
right  on  to  the  formation  of  the  cysts. 
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These  cysts  form  very  bulky  tumours,  and  while  the  tumour  itself  is 
formed  of  a  number  of  larger  and  smaller  cysts,  there  is  always  in  the 
walls  of  these  more  or  less  solid  material  which  shows  various  stages 
in  the  jirocess  of  cystic  formation.  It  is  to  be  noted  also  that  the 
tumour,  sometimes  of  enormous  size,  represents  the  ovary  as  a  whole, 
and  is  not  merely  something  added  to  it,  the  external  covering  of  the 
cyst  being  strictly  analogous  to  the  surface  of  the  ovary. 

It  has  been  said  that  in  the  wall  of  the  cysts  there  is  solid  tissue 
which  shows  the  various  stages  in  the  process.  If  this  be  examined 
microscopically,  there  will  be  found  a  glandular  structure  (see  Fig.  301) 


Fig.  301.— Section  of  tissue  iu  waU  of  an  ovarian  cyst.  There  is  a  congeries  of  glandular  stnic- 
tiu-es  lined  with  cylindi-ical  epithelium,    x  150. 

in  the  form  of  tubular  canals  lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium.  These 
gland-like  structures  often  project  into  cysts  in  a  somewhat  papiUiform 


Pig.  302.-Portion  of  wall  of  colloid  ovarian  cyst.    The  Uning  epitheUum  is  mostly  in 
the  form  of  goblet  cells,    x  350. 

manner,  and  altogether  they  show  a  very  striking  power  of  new-forma- 
tion.   We  have  in  this  way  glandular  tubes  on  the  one  hand,  and 
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villous  or  papillary  outgrowths  on  the  other.  The  transformation  into 
cysts  is  readily  seen  in  many  cases.  The  glandular  tubes  become  con- 
stricted at  their  necks,  or,  the  villi  being  pressed  together,  unite  at  their 
apices.  The  cylindrical  epithelium  presents  very  markedly  the  goblet 
form  seen  in  mucous  glands  (Fig.  302),  and  it  secretes  a  colloid  material, 
which  accumulates  in  the  cavity  and  distends  it  more  and  more  into  a 
globular  cyst.  We  have  therefore  in  the  walls  of  the  cysts,  very  com- 
monly large  numbers  of  smaller  cysts  which  take  their  shape  by  mutual 
pressure  as  in  Fig.  303.    Cysts  formed  in  this  way  project  into  the 


Fig.  303. — Section  of  portion  of  a  projection  on  Internal  sm-face  of  ovarian  cyst.  It  consists  of  a 
congeries  of  variously  sized  smaller  cysts,    x  20. 


already  existing  cysts  as  they  grow,  and  may  afterwards  burst  and  become 
flattened  out  on  the  wall  of  the  older  cyst.  As  all  the  cysts  have  had 
a  similar  origin,  they  are  lined  with  epithelium,  whose  function  it  is  to 
secrete  a  colloid  or  mucoid  fluid,  and  so  the  cysts,  once  formed,  have  an 
almost  continuous  tendency  to  increase. 
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There  arises  hero  the  question  as  to  the  origin  and  significance 
OF  THIS  glandular  TISSUE,  and  in  order  to  understand  this  we  must 
go  back  to  the  original  development  of  the  ovary.  The  pi-imordial 
ovary  consists  of  a  layer  of  epithelium  on  the  surface  of  a  connective 
tissiie  projection.  The  ova  form  by  the  penetration  or  reduplication 
inwards  of  this  superficial  epithehum,  which  at  first  forms  a  series 
of  communicating  channels,  which  Waldeyer  compares  to  a  cavernous 
tissue.  By  the  constriction  of  these  canals  the  ova  are  formed,  it 
being  doubtful  whether  the  cells  of  the  membrana  granulosa  which 
line  the  (Graafian  vesicle  are  derived  from  this  epithelium  or  from 
the  connective-tissue  stroma.  The  glandular  formation  in  ovarian 
cystoma  may  be  regarded  as  a  pathological  and  exaggerated  recur- 
rence of  the  foetal  condition.  It  may  be  that  some  of  the  glandular 
structure  which  originally  forms  the  ova  is  left  over  from  the  foetal 
state,  or  else  that  even  in  adult  life  there  may  be  a  fresh  develop- 
ment of  the  glandular  structures,  originating  in  the  Graafian  vesicles. 
The  probability  is  that  the  real  origin  is  in  a  persistence  of  the  original 
glandular  tubules. 

Having  studied  the  mode  of  formation  of  the  cysts,  it  now  remains 
to  consider  the  APPEARANCES  of  the  tumours  as  a  whole.  The 
tumour  represents  an  ovary,  and  its  outer  covering  is  the  outer  cover- 
ing of  the  ovary  with  its  layer  of  endothelium.  The  surface  is  usually 
smooth  and  very  often  free  from  adhesion  to  neighbouring  structures. 
In  shape  the  tumour  is  more  or  less  globular,  and  its  external  configura- 
tion may  not  suggest  that  it  is  composed  of  many  cysts.  The  size  of  the 
tumour  may  be  very  great  in  some  cases,  much  larger  than  that  of  the 
uterus  at  the  full  time.  On  cutting  into  it  there  escapes  from  the  cysts 
a  sticky  brownish  or  yellowish  fluid,  which  is  tolerably  clear  unless 
some  of  the  secondary  changes  to  be  presently  described  have  occun-ed 
in  it.  There  may  be  one  cyst  or  a  few  of  greatly  preponderating  size, 
but  even  when  at  first  sight  there  is  only  one  larger  cyst,  examination 
will  show  the  existence  of  others.  These  may  be  flattened  out  in  the 
wall,  or  they  may  be  collected  here  and  there  in  clusters.  Generally 
towards  the  base  of  the  tumour,  but  in  many  cases  at  various  places, 
there  are  solid  or  semi-solid  masses  in  which  cysts  are  in  process 
of  development  in  the  way  already  described.  Sometimes  the  glan- 
dular tissue  presents  a  tendency  to  form  papilliform  projections  into 
the  cysts,  and  we  may  have  in  this  way  dentritic  or  shaggy  projections 
in  the  internal  wall.    If,  as  is  usually  the  case,  there  are  many  cysts, 
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they  take  shape  by  mutual  pressure  against  each  other,  while  the 
general  globular  outline  of  the  tumour  as  a  whole  is  preserved. 

The  cysts  are  liable  to  undergo  certain  changes  which  concern 
chiefly  their  contents.  It  seems  almost  a  normal  condition  in  large 
cysts  that  the  internal  wall  should  present  collections  of  cells  in  a  state 
of  fatty  degeneration,  these  cells  being  often  in  many  layers.  The  cells 
also  pass  into  the  fluid,  so  that  in  all  ovarian  fluids  cells  are  to  be  found 
of  round  shape  and  with  oil  drops  in  them.  So  universally  are  these 
present  in  the  fluid  from  ovarian  cysts  that  Dr.  Drysdale  has  insisted 
on  their  discovery  as  an  important  diagnostic  indication.  In  addition 
to  small  cells  having  a  few  minute  oil  granules  in  them  there  are 
usually  larger  ones  with  more  oil  drops,  up  to  large  cells  having  the 
regular  characters  of  compound  granular  corpuscles. 

The  number  of  these  fatty  cells  may  be  greatly  increased,  and  as 
many  of  them  in  that  case  break  down  we  may  have  a  fluid  which  is 
turbid  from  the  presence  of  numerous  fatty  cells  and  free  oil.  The 
fluid  is  also  pale  like  a  fatty  emulsion,  and  in  many  cases  it  resembles 
pus  in  its  physical  characters.  This  change  is  most  likely  to  occur  in 
old  and  large  cysts,  but  it  is  not  infrequent  in  younger  and  smaller 
ones,  and  it  is  important  to  bear  this  in  mind  because  this  condition  is 
apt  to  be  mistaken  for  actual  suppuration  of  the  cysts,  a  much  more 
rare  occurrence. 

The  free  fat  if  long  retained  is  very  apt  to  form  crystals  of  choles- 
tearine,  and  in  fact  these  crystals  are  frequently  found  in  the  fluid  of 
cysts  which  otherwise  are  not  strikingly  altered. 

H.^:morrhage  occasionally  occurs  into  the  cysts,  especially  when 
there  are  papilliform  projections.  This  will  cause  the  fluid  to  be  turbid 
and  deep  brown  or  red  in  colour.  There  may  also  be  masses  of  soft- 
ened fibrine  in  the  cavity.  Sometimes,  however,  the  fluid  has  a  dark 
brown  colour  without  haemorrhage. 

Inflammation  of  the  cyst  wall  is  not  of  very  frequent  occurrence. 
There  may  be  an  acute  suppurative  inflammation,  so  that  the  contents 
become  mixed  with  pus  and  assume  more  and  more  of  the  purulent 
character.  With  this  there  is  generally  an  acute  inflammation  of 
the  surface  with  fibrinous  exudation  and  adhesion  to  neighbouring 
structures.  If  the  suppuration  continue  there  is  apt  to  be  perforation 
of  the  pus  into  the  abdominal  cavity  with  resulting  fatal  peritonitis.  A 
chronic  inflammation  is  more  common,  causing  adhesion  of  the  cyst 
to  neighbouring  parts,  and  these  adhesions  may  be  very  extensive 
and  firm. 
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Perforation  of  the  cyst  wall  is  usually  the  result  of  suppura- 
tion or  gangrene,  but  may  be  a  consequence  of  the  papillary  growths 
impinging  against  the  wall  and  causing  atrophy.  A  case  is  mentioned 
by  Klebs  in  which  the  cyst  had  opened  into  the  rectum  in  this  way. 
The  result  is  usually  peritonitis,  but  if  there  has  been  no  infiammati(jij 
or  gangrene,  then  the  simple  existence  of  the  fluid  in  the  abdominal 
cavity  need  not  cause  peritonitis. 

It  is  here  to  be  remarked  that  the  colloid  ovarian  cyst  sometime- 
occurs  in  combination  with  the  dermoid  cyst  on  the  one  hand  ami 
cancer  on  the  other. 


Dermoid  Cysts. — These  have  already  been  referred  to  in  describing 
the  TERATOMA.  They  are  of  comparatively  frequent  occurrence  in  the 
ovary,  and  considering  the  function  of  this  organ  it  may  perhaps  be  in- 


■with  hairs,    x  20. 

ferred  that  they  arise  from  the  ova  by  a  kind  of  equivocal  generation. 
The  cysts  are  usually  single,  but  there  may  be  several  in  the  same  ovary. 
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They  grow  slowly  and  form  globular  tumours  with  a  dense  connective- 
tissue  cajjsule.  Internally  there  is  an  epithelial  lining  which,  in  some 
pai-ts,  develops  a  more  complex  structure.  We  have  already  mentioned 
how  sebaceous  glands  (Fig.  304),  hairs  (Fig.  305),  bones  and  even  teeth 
may  enter  into  the  constitution  of  the  wall, 
and  a  buttery  material  with  haii's  and  some- 
times teeth  form  the  contents. 

These  cysts  not  infrequently  inflame  and 
may  rupture,  most  frequently  into  the  blad- 
der or  rectum,  their  peculiar  contents  being 
discharged  and  so  revealing  the  nature  of 
the  case. 


Cancer  of  the  Ovary  occurs  mostly 
as  a  cyst  with  cancerous  growths  in  its 
walls.  There  may  be  a  combination  of  the 
colloid  cyst  with  cancer,  or  a  partial  trans- 
formation of  the  former  into  the  latter; 
considering  the  glandular  character  of  the 
structures  forming  the  colloid  cyst,  this 
cannot  be  regarded  as  very  remarkable. 


Pig.  305. — Hair  in  its  follicle  with 
sebaceous  gland,  from  wall  of  same 
cyst  as  the  former  figure.    X  20. 


In  the  ordinary  colloid 
cyst  the  epithelium  has  a  regular  and  normal  arrangement,  and  we 
may  call  the  tumour  in  that  aspect  an  adenoma;  in  the  cancer  the 
epithelium  is  distinctly  abnormal  in  its  arrangement,  being  aggregated 
into  indefinite  masses.  It  may  even  happen  that  in  the  midst  of  the 
cancer  the  epithelium  is  undergoing  metamorphosis,  so  that  cysts  are 
developing  from  it  as  from  the  more  regular  glandular  tissue. 

Besides  these  cancerous  cysts  we  may  have  a  solid  cancerous  tumour 
in  the  ovary,  presenting  the  usual  characters,  but  like  the  ovarian  tum- 
ours shoMung  a  very  excessive  growth. 

Sarcoma  is  a  rare  tumour  in  the  ovary.  Spindle-celled  sarcoma  is  the 
more  usual  form,  but  round-celled  sarcomas  also  occur.  These  tumours 
may  also  assume  very  large  proportions  reaching  the  size  of  the  head 
sometimes,  and  they  are  not  infrequently  bilateral.  Cysts  are  frequently 
present  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  these  may  be  simple  serous  cysts  or 
they  may  have  colloid  contents.  These  latter  may  arise  from  glandular 
structures,  and  the  disease  may  form  a  combination  of  the  colloid  cys- 
toma and  the  sarcoma,  or  they  may  originate  in  a  softening  of  the 
sarcomatous  tissue. 

3  c 
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For  the  rest,  fibromas  and  encliondromas  have  been  met  with  in  the 
ovaries  on  rare  occasions. 


CYSTS  OF  THE  BROAD  LIGAMENTS— PAROVARIAN  CYSTS. 

These  cysts  deserve  special  mention,  especially  from  a  practical  point 
of  view,  in  relation  to  their  diagnosis  from  ovarian  cysts. 

The  probability  is  that  most  of  the  cysts  of  the  broad  ligament 
develop  in  connection  with  the  remains  of  the  Wolffian  body,  commonly 
called  the  parovarium.  The  exact  relations  of  this  body  are  of  import- 
ance in  regard  to  the  relations  of  the  resulting  cyst,  and  the  principal 
points  will  be  gathered  from  the  accompanying  figure  (Fig.  306). 


re'fiL/t^Ued"^^^^  tlleTeft     the  near  the  origin  of  the  FaUopian 

tube.  (QuAiN.) 

The  parovarium  lies  between  the  two  folds  of  the  peritoneum  consti- 
tuting the  broad  ligament,  and  under  the  arch  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  be- 
tween the  latter  and  the  ovary.  When  the  broad  ligament  is  held  up 
against  the  light  by  catching  the  Fallopian  tube,  the  parovanum  can  be 
seen  as  a  series  of  tubules,  converging  towards  the  ovary.  In  the  figure 
a  little  tube  with  a  knob  at  its  end  (h)  represents  a  frequently  occurrmg 
so-called  hydatid,  which  is  one  of  the  tubules  with  a  cystic  dilatation  at 
its  extremity.  This  cyst  may  undergo  slight  enlargement,  but  it  does 
not  come  practically  into  account  as  forming  the  proper  parovarian 
cyst ;  probably  if  it  enlarges  much  its  very  narrow  neck  is  apt  to  get 
broken  or  twisted  and  the  cyst  will  then  shrink  n  connection  wi^h 
the  anatomical  details  it  is  to  be  further  noted  that  a  firm  hgamen 
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unites  the  ovary  to  the  upper  angle  of  the  uterus  just  below  the  origin 
of  the  Fallopian  tube  (see  figure).  The  ovary  is  also  united  (see 
figiu-e)  to  the  fimbriated  extremity  of  the  Fallopian  tube,  so  that  the 
parovarium  is  as  it  were  surrounded  by  a  girdle  of  structures,  Fallopian 
tube  above,  and  continuous  with  it  the  ligament  passing  to  the  ovary, 
the  ovary  itself  and  the  proper  ovarian  ligament. 

One  or  more  of  the  tubes  of  the  parovarium  sometimes  undergoes 
great  enlargement  and  constitutes  the  parovarian  cyst.  Whether 
originating  in  one  tube  or  in  more  than  one  the  cyst  is  nearly  always 
a  single  one,  and  it  assumes  a  typically  globular  form.  From  the 
anatomical  relations  just  referred  to,  it  comes  about  that  the  cyst  as  it 
enlarges  stretches  the  structures  named  as  forming  a  girdle  round  it. 
There  is  frequently  great  elongation  and  dilatation  of  the  Fallopian  tube, 
which  may  be  fourteen  or  fifteen  inches  in  length  and  arches  over  the 
convexity  of  the  cyst,  its  fimbriated  extremity  being  spread  out  on  the 
surface,  considerably  exaggerated  and  drawn  out.  One  part  of  the 
fimbriated  mouth  is  drawn  downwards  towards  the  ovary,  which  again 
is  found  flattened  and  greatly  elongated  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
cyst.    The  ligament  of  the  ovary  is  also  elongated  and  thickened. 

The  cyst  itself  is  a  perfectly  homogeneous  bladder,  consisting  of 
a  connective-tissue  wall  lined  with  epithelium.  Besides  this  proper 
cyst  wall  there  is  an  external  coat  of  peritoneum,  which  is  quite  distinct 
from  the  proper  cyst  wall.  So  loose  is  the  connection  between 'the  two 
that  the  peritoneal  coat  can  usually  be  stripped  from  the  cyst  wall, 
so  that  two  globular  cysts  can  be  separated,  like  the  external  and  internal 
layers  of  a  football.  As  the  parovarium  is  covered  on  both  sides  with 
peritoneum,  forming  the  folds  of  the  broad  ligament,  we  can  understand 
how  in  enlarging  the  cyst  retains  a  distinct  peritoneal  coat.  The 
elasticity  of  the  peritoneum  doubtless  allows  of  its  distension,  but  there 
must  also  be  some  increase  of  peritoneal  tissue  as  the  coat  is  not  thinner 
than  the  ordinary  peritoneum. 

The  contents  of  the  cyst  are  a  clear  limpid  fluid,  of  low  specific 
gravity,  sometimes  as  low  as  1003,  and  not  exceeding  1008.  It  is  very 
rare  to  find  any  considerable  secondary  alteration  of  the  cyst  wall  or  its 
contents,  but  inflammation  may  occur. 

By  RUPTURE  or  PERFORATION  (paracentesis)  the  cyst,  being  a  single 
one,  will  be  completely  emptied,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  there  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  tendency  to  refilling.  In  one  examined  by  the 
author  with  Dr.  Gairdner,  the  cyst,  to  judge  from  the  symptoms,  had 
been  of  large  size,  and  ruptured  sixteen  months  before  death.    It  was 
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found  lying  in  the  abdomen  collapsed  and  flattened,  and  a  cicatrix 
represented  the  point  of  rupture.  The  cyst  could  be  blown  up  to  the 
size  of  a  child's  head,  but  the  corrugated  appearance  of  the  internal  wall 
showed  that  it  had  been  much  larger.  Here  the  peritoneal  coat,  which 
could  be  easily  stripped,  had  contracted  to  suit  the  diminished  size  and 
was  smooth  on  the  surface,  while  the  proper  cyst  wall  being  devoid  of 
elasticity  was  thrown  into  ridges. 

It  may  be  useful  here  to  compare  the  parovarian  with  the  ovarian 
cyst.    The  former  is  a  single  cyst,  the  latter  never  really  single, 
although  it  may  simulate  the  unilocular  character;  accordingly  the  former 
is  completely  emptied  by  tapping,  the  latter  only  partially.  The 
parovarian  fluid  is  limpid  and  its  specific  gravity  never  above  1008, 
while  the  fluid  of  the  ovarian  cyst  is  mostly  more  or  less  glutmous, 
usually  brownish  in  colour,  and  of  a  specific  gi'avity  over  1020.  It 
is  important  also  that  the  parovarian  cyst  after  being  emptied  may  not 
refill  while  in  the  case  of  the  ovarian  cyst  if  that  which  has  been 
emptied  does  not  refill,  others  grow  to  take  its  place.    When  the  cyst 
itself  is  examined  the  stretching  and  enormous  elongation  of  the 
Fallopian  tube  are  usually  very  characteristic  in  the  parovarian  cyst, 
although  it  may  happen  that  an  ovarian  cyst  will  grow  mainly  from  the 
upper  part  of  the  ovary,  and  so  cause  stretching  of  the  tube.  Then 
there  is,  in  the  case  of  the  parovarian  cyst,  the  ready  separation_  of  the 
peritoneal  coat,  whereas  in  the  ovarian  cyst  there  is  no  such  isolable 
layer     This  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  peritoneum  over  the  ovary  is 
only  represented  by  a  layer  of  endotheHum,  and  not  by  a  membrane 
distinct  from  the  capsule.    The  ovarian  cyst  being  the  ovary  itself  with 
cystic  development,  it  has  its  external  covering  formed  simply  of  the. 
exaggerated  ovarian  capsule.     One  can  sometimes  tear  this  capsule 
into  layers  for  a  certain  distance,  but  no  continuous  separation  of  the 
coats  is  possible.    There  is,  lastly,  the  fact  that  the  parovarian  cyst  is  a 
sin^^le  sLiple  bladder,  whereas  even  in  the   case  of  dropsy  of  the 
Graafian  vesicles  there  are  several  cysts,  and  in  the  common  colloid 
cVst  there  are  multitudes  of  developing  cysts  and  solid  glandular  tissue. 
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C— THE  MAMMARY  GLAND. 

Malformations  of  the  Breast. — One  or  both  mamm^  may  be 
absent.  It  is  more  frequent,  however,  to  have  supernumerary  breasts  or 
nipples,  sometimes  three,  four,  or  even  five,  instead  of  two.  The  super- 
numerary breasts  are  usually  situated  near  the  axillae,  or  under  the 
normal  ones.  But  there  are  cases  in  which  they  have  had  a  very 
abnormal  situation,  as  in  the  inguinal  region,  on  the  thigh,  or  even  on 
the  back.  They  are  usually  small  in  size,  but  in  some  cases  they  have 
produced  milk  during  lactation.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  occurrence 
of  additional  mamma;  is  not  altogether  extraordinary,  considering  that 
in  the  lower  animals  the  mammae  are  usually  more  in  number  than  in 
man. 

Inflammation  of  the  Mamma. — This  rarely  occurs  except  in  con- 
nection with  lactation.  During  this  process,  and  especially  at  its 
commencement,  the  structures  in  the  mamma  are  the  seat  of  very  active 
processes  ;  there  is  hyperaemia  and  an  active  secretion  of  milk.  Under 
these  circumstances  inflammation  is  more  readily  induced  than  usual. 
It  may  happen  that  contraction  of  the  arteries  from  accidental  circum- 
stances, such  as  exposure  to  cold,  may  induce  inflammation.  We  know 
that  an  inflammation  may  be  induced  in  animals  by  ligaturing  an  artery 
for  a  time  and  then  loosening  it,  and  we  may  believe  that  partial  con- 
tractions of  the  arteries  may  act  in  this  way.  Even  a  general  irrit- 
ation of  the  vaso-motor  centre  by  reflex  action,  when  the  skin  is  exposed 
to  cold,  may,  in  the  case  of  the  highly  excited  vascular  system  of  the 
mamma  at  the  commencement  of  lactation,  induce  inflammation.  Again, 
disease  of  the  nipples,  such  as  cracks  and  ulcers,  often  induce  inflamma- 
tion in  the  breasts.  We  may  believe  that  here  the  irritant  which  has 
caused  the  lesion  in  the  nipple  may  extend  along  the  tubes  and  cause 
inflammation  in  the  mamma.  At  the  time  of  puberty,  the  female 
breast  undergoes  a  special  development,  and  is  also  in  an  active  state, 
and  at  this  period  inflammations  are  also  apt  to  be  induced. 

,  The  inflammation  is  usually  an  exceedingly  acute  one,  and  is  accom- 
panied by  exudation,  the  interstitial  tissue  being  packed  with  leucocytes 
and  the  breast  hardened.    This  hardening  is  often  local,  as  the  inflam- 
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mation  is  usually  to  some  extent  limited  to  certain  parts  of  the  breast. 
But  very  often  the  exudation  of  leucocytes  goes  on  to  actual  suppura- 
tion and  the  formation  of  abscess,  sometimes  with  sloughing  of  the 
tissue.  The  abscess  so  formed  may  have  extensive  ramifications  in  the 
mamma,  especially  if  the  pus  does  not  get  vent  externally.  After 
evacuation  the  cavity  fills  with  granulation  cells,  and  finally  closes,  and 
a  cicatrix  is  formed. 

A  CHRONIC  INFLAMMATION  resulting,  after  the  usual  manner  of 
interstitial  inflammation,  in  induration  of  the  organ,  has  been  described, 
but  is  not  of  frequent  occurrence. 


TUMOUBS  OF  THE  MAMMA. 

Adenoma  of  the  Mamma. — This  form  of  tumour  is  of  somewhat 
common  occurrence.  It  is  met  with  chiefly  as  an  isolated  tumour, 
either  in  the  midst  of  the  gland  or  in  its  neighbourhood.  There  is  pre- 
served in  the  museum  of  the  Western  Infirmary  a  tumour  the  situation 
of  which  was  behind  the  gland,  which  had  to  be  cut  through  in  order 
to  remove  it.  The  tumour  was  thus  almost  like  a  supernumerary 
mamma.    Tumours  of  this  kind  are  surrounded  by  a  distinct  connective 


r 
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FiK.  307.-Section  of  an  adenoma  of  mamnui  Glandular  struc- 
tures of  well-fomied  outline  are  shown  m  the  nudst  of  fibrous 
tissue.  x90. 

tissue  capsule  which  isolates  them  from  the  gland  or  from  the  neigh- 
bouring tissue. 
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Under  the  microscope  the  tumour  (see  Fig.  307)  presents  a  perfectly 
regular  glandular  structure,  with  acini  and  ducts,  but  of  course  without 
any  external  communication.  Between  the  glandular  elements  there  is 
connective  tissue  which  is  sparsely  nucleated  like  that  of  the  normal 
gland. 

Adenoid  sarcoma  and  sarcoma.— The  adenoid  sarcoma  is  a 
form  of  tumour  in  which  there  is  glandular  tissue  with  sarcomatous 
tissue  between  the  glandular  structures.  Doubts  have  been  expressed 
as  to  the -actual  new-formation  of  gland  tissue  in  tumours  presenting 
sarcomatous  elements,-  but  as  we  meet  with  tumours  presenting  all 
gradations  between  the  simple  adenomas  and  the  typical  sarcomas,  we 
can  hardly  refuse  to  believe  that  glandular  new-formation  does  take 
place  in  the  cases  under  consideration.  When  much  glandular  tissue  is 
present,  as  in  Fig.  308,  the  tumour  is  usually  isolated,  and  partially 


Fig.  308. — Section  of  an  adenoid  sarcoma  of  the  mamma.  Glandular 
structures  are  shown  with  spindle-cell  tissue  between,    x  90. 

separated  from  the  surrounding  mammary  tissue,  and  there  is  sometimes 
more  than  one  distinct  tumour  present. 

The  glandular  structures  are  as  in  the  adenoma,  acini  and  smaller 
tubules,  but  they  do  not  conform  so  strictly  in  their  arrangement  to  the 
type  of  the  normal  mamma.  The  sarcomatous  tissue  evidently  arises 
from  the  interstitial  tissue,  and  is  usually  spindle-celled.  In  regard  to 
this  tissue  great  varieties  are  presented.  The  cells  may  be  compara- 
tively Hmited  in  number,  so  that  the  tissue  is  a  connective  tissue  with 
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an  excess  of  spindle  cells.  From  this  we  have  all  gradations  up  to  a 
complete  spindle-celled  tissue  separating  the  glandular  elements. 

From  cases  in  which  there  is  a  new-formation  both  of  glandular  and 
sarcomatous  tissue,  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  those  in  which  the  new 
formation  is  entirely  sarcomatous,  and  any  glandular  tissue  is  simply 
the  remains  of  the  normal  mammary  structure.  Tumours  are  of  fre- 
quent occurrence  in  the  mamma,  in  which  it  may  be  said  at  least  that 
the  glandular  element  is  very  subordinate,  and  these  tumours  warrant 
the  designation  of  true  sarcoma. 

Such  tumours  are  not  usually  isolated  or  defined  from  the  neighbour- 
ing mammary  tissue.  They  sometimes  involve  a  limited  part  of  the 
mamma,  that  portion  undergoing  what  may  almost  be  called  a  sarcoma- 
tous degeneration.  That  is  to  say,  its  interstitial  tissue  becomes  con- 
verted into  spindle-  or  round-celled  tissue,  while  its  glandular  structures 
are  variously  contorted.  But  not  infrequently  the  disease  affects  the 
whole  mamma;  there  is  a  diffuse  sarcomatous  growth.  In  that  case  the 
mamma  is  greatly  enlarged,  and  may  attain  a  weight  of  10  or  20  lbs. 
The  tumour  may  involve  the  skin  and  ulceration  may  occur.  There 
may  thus  be  a  deep  ulcer  in  the  midst  of  a  massive  tumour. 

Under  the  microscope  the  sarcomatous  elements  are  seen  most  pro- 
minently, while  the  glandular  elements  are  somewhat  sparse  or  entirely 
absent;  but  here  and  there  a  duct  lined  with  epithelium  or  a  misshapen 
acinus  may  be  found.  For  the  most  part  the  glandular  structures  seem 
to  be  drawn  out  so  that  tubes  are  much  more  frequent  than  acim. 

In  these  sarcomas  CYSTS  are  very  frequent,  and  sometimes  the  cystic 
formation  is  so  marked  that  the  name  cystosarcoma  is  given.  The 
cysts  take  origin  in  the  glandular  structures.  Perhaps  because  of  ob- 
struction of  the  latter  they  may  dilate  and  form  distinct  cavities  in  the 
midst  of  the  sarcomatous  tissue.  A  minor  degree  of  this  is  very  common, 
o-landular  structure  being  represented  by  elongated  spaces  lined  with 
epithelium,  which  is  mostly  cylindrical  (see  Fig.  309).  Even  m  these 
incipient  cysts  we  can  often  see  that  the  sarcomatous  tissue  is,  as  it 
were  pushing  its  way  into  them  (see  figure),  a  kind  of  papillary  growth 
presenting  itself  in  the  wall  of  the  space,  the  growth  being  covered  with 
epithelium  like  that  lining  the  space.  Sometimes  this  intracystic 
GROWTH  is  very  marked,  and  we  may  have  large  cysts  filled  Avith 
in-rowing  masses  of  sarcoma.  In  fact  it  sometimes  appears  as  if  the 
oTowth  of  the  tumour  were  into  greatly  dilated  gland  ducts.  , 
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It  need  hardly  be  added  that  the  sarcomas  and  adenoid  sarcomas 
present  malignant  characters,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  a  tendency  to  local 


Fig.  309. — Semidiagi-ammatic  view  of  dilated  glandular  spaces  in  a  oystosarcoina  of  the 
mamma.  The  spaces  are  lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium.  The  tendency  to  intra-cystic 
growth  is  shown,  especially  in  the  upper  one.  These  were  di-awn  under  the  camera  luoida 
so  that  the  outlines  are  correct,    x  62. 

recurrence.  If  an  adenoid  sarcoma  is  excised  it  will  probably  recur  as 
a  pure  sarcoma,  but  the  author  has  seen,  in  a  case  of  recurrence,  an 
arrangement  of  the  spindle  cells  as  if  around  distinct  centres,  which 
suggested  glandular  structure.  These  tumours,  on  recurrence,  also 
become'^softer,  and  the  cells  more  loose. 

There  are  also  sarcomas  in  the  mamma  which  are  not  related  to  the 


f  ^"--Section  of  cartilaginous  part  of  a  tumour  of  mamma 
which  contamed  besides  spindle-celled  and  fibrous  tissue,  x  200. 

glandular  stracture  either  directly  or  indirectly.  These  are  usuaUy 
spmdle-celled  sarcomas,  but  they  may  be  considerably  mixed,  cartilage 
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even  occurring  as  part  of  their  structure,  as  in  the  case  from  which 
Fig.  310  was  taken. 

Cancer  of  the  Mamma. — According  to  what  has  been  stated  in  the 
general  section  of  this  work,  we  have  in  cancer  an  aberrant  growth  of 
epithelium  as  the  foundation  process,  and  in  the  first  place  we  ma} 
consider  the  finer  details  of  the  overgi'owth.    In  the  more  ordinary 
form  of  cancer  of  the  breast  the  process  begins  in  the  glandular  acini. 
As  a  rule,  it  is  a  chronic  process,  and  along  with  new-formation  of 
epithelium  in  the  acini,  there  is  formation  of  round  cells  in  the 
connective  tissue  around.    The  epithelium  of  the  acini  grows  through 
the  basement  membrane,  forming  penetrating  processes,  and  the  roimd 
cells  develop  connective  tissue  which  frequently  causes  great  contraction 
of  the  tumour  (Scirrhus).    It  is  as  if  the  epithelium,  growing  outwards, 
acted  as  an  irritant,  causing  inflammatory  new-formation  in  the  inter- 
stitial tissue  of  the  gland.     Where  the  case  is  very  chronic,  the 
connective-tissue  formation  may  be  very  pronounced,  but  when  more 
acute  the  epithelial  elements  preponderate.    Cancers  which  take  origin 
in  the  glandular  acini  may  be  called  parenchymatous  cancers. 

But  cancers  may  take  origin  rather  in  the  ducts  of  the  gland, 
forming  a  class  called  DUCT  cancers  (Thin).    These  very  often  begin 
in  the  large  ducts  in  or  near  the  nipple.    In  this  case  the  growing 
epithelium  often  distends  the  ducts,  forming  cavities  which  are  some- 
times lined  with  cylindrical  epithelium,  with  more  irregular  epithelium 
inside.    Such  dilated  ducts  may  even  have  the  appearance  of  cysts, 
so  that  the  tumour  may  appear  cystic     This  process  in  the  ducts 
is  also  associated  with  irritation  of  the  surrounding  connective  tissue, 
so  that  there   are  round  cells  and  new-formed  connective  tissue. 
The  special  characters  of  duct  cancer  are  usually  most  manifest  in  the 
parts  near  the  nipple,  where  it  generally  begins.    On  passing  into  the 
substance  of  the  gland  the  appearances  are  more  like  those  of  the 
other  form. 

Duct  cancer  is  sometimes  associated  with  the  condition  known 
as  Facet's  disease  or  eczema  of  the  nipple.  Eczema,  as  indicated 
in  the  section  on  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  is  an  inflammation  of  the  skin,  m 
which  both  the  epidermis  and  the  superficial  layers  of  the  cutis  are  en- 
crac^ed  In  the  case  of  duct  cancer,  the  affection  of  the  ducts  seems 
tolnduce  an  inflammation  of  the  skin  of  the  nipple  and  parts  around, 
characterized  by  the  usual  formation  of  round-cell  tissue.  The  super- 
ficial or  papillary  region  of  the  skin  may  then  be  replaced  almost 


TUMOURS  OF  THE  MAMMA. 


entirely  by  round  cells  with  nests  of  epithelium  in  their  midst,  and  the 
condition  is  somewhat  like  that  of  a  granulating  wound.  The  epithelium 
of  the  surface  takes  little  part  in  the  process,  and  it  may  be  lost,  so 
that  the  granulation  tissue  is  exposed.  As  the  cancerous  process  begins 
commonly  in  the  nipple,  this  condition  of  eczema  may  be  a  very  early 
one,  and  may  precede,  it  may  be  for  many  months,  the  actual  appear- 
ance of  a  tumour  in  the  mamma.  It  is  to  be  remembered  also  that  a 
simple  eczema  may  occur  in  the  nipple,  due  to  an  ordinary  irritant. 

In  connection  with  tliis  subject,  the  views  recently  enunciated 
by  Creighton  deserve  notice.  According  to  the  observations  of  this 
author,  there  is,  during  the  process  of  evolution  of  the  gland  pre- 
paratory to  lactation,  a  great  new-formation  of  glandular  epithelium, 
which  gradually,  after  a  number  of  generations,  assumes  the  condi- 
tion in  which  it  forms  milk.  In  the  involution  after  lactation  there 
is  a  reverse  process,  successive  generations  of  epithelium  being  pro- 
duced tiU  it  assumes  the  resting  state.  All  these  stages  between 
the  resting  state  and  the  milk-producing  state  are  characterized 
the  production  of  epithelium  which  is  in  itself  useless,  and  has  to 
be  disposed  of.  It  is  disposed  of  by  the  lymphatic  system,  into 
which  the  cells  pass,  and  are  carried  to  the  lymphatic  glands. 
Creighton  regards  cancer  as  the  exaggeration  of  a  condition  comparable 
to  one  or  other  of  the  stages  of  evolution  or  involution,  and  therefore 
primarily  a  disorder  of  function.  There  is  an  excessive  production 
of  epithelium,  which  bursts  through  the  basement  membrane  and 
is  grouped  outside  the  acini.  In  like  manner  the  cells  pass  to  the 
lymphatic  glands,  where  they  give  rise  to  secondary  tumours,  not  by 
themselves  growing  and  proliferating,  but  by  inducing  the  lymphatic 
glandular  tissue  to  assume  the  characters  of  cancerous  tissue.  These 
views  are  somewhat  theoretical,  and  stand  in  need  of  confirmation. 

We  have  now  to  consider  cancer  of  the  mamma  according  to  the 
more  ordinary  division  into  its  several  forms. 

The  commonest  form  of  cancer  is  scirrhus.  The  description  of 
scirrhous  cancer  in  the  general  part  of  this  work  is  chiefly  based  on 
scirrhus  of  the  mamma,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  epithelial  masses  often  form  elongated  processes  (Fig. 
311)  in  the  midst  of  an  excessive  stroma  composed  of  dense  contracting 
fibrous  tissue.  The  cells  are  often  atrophied  so  that  in  some  parts  of 
the  tumour  there  is  little  beyond  dense  connective  tissue.  The  cancer 
commonly  forms  rather  a  limited  infiltration  of  a  part  of  the  gland  than 
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ti  proper  tumour,  and  as  the  tissue  contracts  there  is  commonly  an 
actual  diminution  of  bulk  with  great  induration.  The  gland  is  distorted 


Vis.  311  ^Section  of  cancer  of  mamma  from  a  i-ecent  nodule.  EpitheUal  cells  in  spaces 
foi-med  by  connective  tissue  ;  these  are  sometimes  in  single  rows,  and  by  multiplication 
form  larger  masses,    x  200.    (Cornil  and  Raitvibr.) 

and  puckered  towards  the  affected  part.  Very  often  the  disease  is  con- 
tinuous with  the  nipple,  and  by  the  dragging  of  the  tissue  the  nipple  is 
drawn  in,  sometimes  even  forming  an  umbilicated  depression.  The 
tumour  is  very  irregular  in  its  extension  in  the  gland,  and  it  very  often 
happens  that  in  the  midst  of  hard  scirrhous  tissue  some  adipose  tissue 
appears,  being  the  remains  of  some  of  the  fat  which  normally  surrounds 
the  gland.  In  like  manner  pieces  of  the  gland-tissue  may  crop  up 
amidst  the  contracting  tumour.  Not  infrequently  scirrhus  goes  on  to 
ulceration  of  the  skin,  which  usually  occurs  about  the  site  of  the  nipple 
and  areola.  The  ulcer  is  crater-shaped  with  dense  prominent  waUs. 
Sometimes  after  formation  of  the  ulcer  the  growth  of  the  cancer  becomes 

more  rapid.  . 

men  a  mamma  which  is  the  seat  of  scirrhous  cancer  is  cut  mto, 
either  the  whole  gland  or  a  portion  of  it  is  seen  to  be  occupied  bj  a 
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hard  mass  of  a  greyish  colour  on  the  cut  surface.  It  is  very  hard 
to  cut,  and  the  cut  surface  is  commonly  concave,  the  elasticity  of 
the  dense  connective  tissue  producing  retraction.  In  the  general 
grey  basis  there  are  various  whitish  or  yellowish  pieces  which 
represent  the  remains  of  mammary  or  adipose  tissue,  or  the  cancer- 
ous epithelium  in  a  state  of  fatty  degeneration.  If  the  cut  surface 
be  scraped  a  thickish  juice  is  obtained,  which  microscopic  ex- 
amination shows  to  be  composed  of  epithelial  cells  and  their  debris. 
Many  of  the  cells  are  large  and  well-formed,  while  some  may  contain 
secondary  cells  within  them 
or  double  nuclei  (see  Fig.  312). 
There  are  also  free  nuclei 
which  have  escaped  from  cells 
as  a  result  of  the  mechanical 
interference  in  the  process  of 
preparing  the  specimen. 
Many  of  the  cells  contain 
fatty  degeneration,  in  fact, 
very  often  nearly  all  contain 
fatty  gi'anules,  and  there  are 
some  completely  degenerated, 
showing  nothing  but  an  ag- 
gregation of  fat  drops  like  the  compound  granular  corpuscle. 

The  lymphatic  glands  commonly  become  secondarily  affected  in 
scirrhus  of  the  mamma,  and  the  tumour  produced  here  is  also  a  hard 
cancer  with  excessive  develojiment  of  the  stroma.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
however,  that  in  the  glands  the  stroma  usuallj^  forms  a  more  distinct 
meshwork  than  in  the  mamma,  and  the  epithelial  cells  form  more  de- 
finite groups. 

Medullary  Cancer  forms  the  opposite  extreme  to  scirrhus,  and 
there  are  all  intervening  grades.  In  the  medullary  cancer  we  have  a 
bulky  tumour  of  soft  consistence  and  rapid  growth.  There  is  a  well- 
formed  alveolar  stroma,  and  the  cells  are  somewhat  loosely  contained  in 
it.  The  tumour  involves  neighbouring  tissues,  very  readily  infiltrat- 
ing the  skin,  subjacent  muscle,  and  even  the  osseous  ribs  and  the 
pleura.  This  form  is  not  uncommonly  present  simultaneously  in  both 
breasts.  On  section  the  tumour  presents  a  grey  brain-like  appearance. 
The-  juice  furnishes  numerous  cells,  mostly  small  in  size  but  with  pro- 
minent oval  nuclei,  also  abundant  free  nuclei  which  have  escaped  from 


Fig.  312. — Cells  iu  the  juice  scraped  from  a  sciiThus 
of  mamma.  They  are  of  very  u-regiilar  shape.  Most  of 
them  contain  several  nuclei  and  some  daughter  cells. 
X-200. 
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the  delicate  cells.  As  the  tumour  commonly  extends  to  the  skin,  we 
may  have  ulcers  with  fungating  prominence  of  the  tissue.  The  lym- 
phatic glands  are  early  affected  and  they  also  may  ulcerate. 

Many  large  tumours  of  the  mamma  of  comparatively  rapid  growth 
do  not  correspond  with  the  description  either  of  the  medullary  cancer 
or  the  scirrhus.  In  their  minute  structure  they  are  more  like  the 
scirrhus,  and  perhaps  may  be  designated  ACUTE  SCIRRHUS.  They  have 
a  remarkably  firm  fibrous  stroma,  but  it  forms  distinct  meshes  in  which 
the  epithelial  masses  are  contained  with  considerable  regularity.  The 
cancer  cells  are  also  large  and  essentially  like  those  in  scirrhus.  The 
tumour  as  a  whole  also  is  hard,  this  depending  on  the  abundance  and 
density  of  the  stroma. 

Colloid  Cancer  is,  as  compared  with  scirrhus,  an  exceedingly  rare 
form  of  tumour,  but  it  does  occur  not  infrequently.  The  colloid  degen- 
■eration  may  affect  the  cells  of  an  ordinary  cancer,  producing  a  partial 
metamorphosis.  Or  the  cancer  as  a  whole  may  present,  from  the  first, 
a  tendency  in  this  direction,  and  the  whole  tumour  have  the  characters 
of  colloid  cancer.  The  entire  mamma  is  commonly  affected,  and  it  is 
greatly  enlarged,  while  it  presents  a  hard  feeling  like  that  of  acute 
scirrhus.  On  section  the  tumour  presents  a  flickering  gelatinous  ap- 
pearance. Under  the  microscope  there  is  the  usual  pronounced  stroma 
with  colloid  material  in  the  meshes.  In  the  midst  of  the  colloid 
masses  there  are  often  seen  groups  of  cells,  the  remains  of  the 
epithelium. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  sometimes  cancers  occur  having  a  close  re- 
semblance to  colloid  cancers,  but  in  which  the  metamorphosis  is  in  the 
stroma,  which  is  the  seat  of  mucous  degeneration.  We  may  thus  have 
a  large  gelatinous  tumour  which,  on  microscopic  examination,  shows 
epithelial  masses  embedded  in  a  gelatinous  flickering  stroma.  To  this 
form  may  be  apphed  the  term  MUCOUS  CANCER. 

Other  Tumours  of  the  breast  are  of  uncommon  occurrence,  ^\e 
may  have  an  excessive  growth  of  the  adipose  tissue  around  the  mamma, 
forming  a  lipomatosis  or  lipoma  capsulare.  Even  isolated  lipomas  have 
been  met  with.  Isolated  fibromas  have  also  been  seen.  Myxoma  of 
the  mamma  has  been  observed  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases.  It 
forms  a  tumour  of  considerable  size,  the  interstitial  tissue  of  the  mamma 
generally  being  converted  into  mucous  tissue,  while  the  glandular  struc- 
tures have  atrophied;  this  form  of  tumour  is  apt  to  be  mistaken  for 
colloid  or  mucous  cancer. 

The  Myoma  has  been  met  with  in  the  nipple. 
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A.— THE  TESTICLES. 

"lY/TALFORMATIONS  and  misplacements  of  the  testicle.  The 
testicle  may  be  absent  on  one  or  both  sides,  while  the  vesiculse 
seminales  and  vasa  deferentia  are  perfect.    Or  the  vas  deferens  may  be 
deficient  while  the  testis  is  well  developed. 

Imperfect  descent  of  the  testis,  or  cryptorchismus,  is  a  very 
frequent  and  important  condition.  The  descent  of  the  testis  occurs 
normally  before  birth,  but  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  the  organ 
has  not  yet  appeared  externally  at  birth.  In  the  majority  of  such  cases 
it  comes  down  within  the  first  week,  but  it  is  sometimes  delayed 
for  months  or  a  year,  or  even  till  puberty.  When  thus  delayed  the 
descent  is  very  often  imperfect,  so  that  the  gland  remains  in  the 
inguinal  canal  or  at  the  ring.  On  the  other  hand,  the  testis  may  be 
retained  throughout  life  in  the  abdomen.  The  testicle  retained  in  the 
abdomen  or  on  the  way  down  is  usually  imperfectly  developed,  and 
although  apparently  of  normal  size,  it  does  not  generally  contain 
spermatozoa  in  its  tubules.  It  is  also  more  j^rone  to  inflammation  and 
the  formation  of  tumours  than  the  normally  placed  testis,  especially 
when  in  the  inguinal  canal  where  it  is  exposed  to  external  violence. 
When  it  is  late  of  descending  the  accompanying  pouch  of  peritoneum 
which  forms  the  tunica  vaginahs,  is  apt  to  remain  open  and  so  to  induce 
a  congenital  hernia. 

Besides  these  congenital  misplacements,  we  may  have  the  testis 
descending  into  the  crural  canal,  or  into  the  perineum. 

Inflammation  of  the  testicle.  This  condition  presents  itself 
under  a  considerable  variety  of  forms,  certain  of  which  are  difficult 
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altogether  to  separate  fi'om  syphilis  and  tuberculosis.  It  is  to  be 
remembered  that  the  testicle  is  bounded  externally  by  a  dense  fibrous 
capsule,  the  tunica  albuginea,  and  that  the  products  of  inflammation  ai  e 
apt  to  be  closely  confined  within  this. 

Acute  Orchitis  is  mostly  secondary,  although  occasionally  resultin<i- 
from  a  blow  or  other  injury.  It  occurs  as  a  secondary  result  in 
gonorrhoea,  the  specific  irritant  being  apparently  propagated  along  the 
vas  deferens ;  also  in  cases  of  irritation  of  the  urethra  by  calcuh,  the 
passage  of  instruments,  etc.,  the  inflammation  in  such  cases  being  called 
sympathetic,  and  probably  brought  about  by  reflex  irritation  of  the 
vaso-motor  centres.  In  mumps  there  is  also,  in  a  certain  proportion  of 
cases,  orchitis  as  a  secondary  result,  the  specific  irritant  attacking  the 
testicles  as  well  as  the  parotid  gland. 

The  inflammation  very  often  begins  in  the  epididymis,  and  may 
remain  confined  to  that  region  or  pass  on  to  the  testis.  There  is 
hypersemia  and  serous  exudation  producing  great  swelling,  so  that  the 
tunica  albuginea  is  tightly  stretched,  and  the  organ  feels  hard  and  tense. 
At  the  same  time  there  is  often  serous  fluid  in  the  tunica  vaginahs.  There 
may  be  resolution  without  suppuration,  the  testis  returning  to  the 
normal  condition,  or  the  disease  may  become  chronic,  or  suppuration 
may  occur.  In  the  latter  case  an  abscess  or  abscesses  form  in  the 
testicle,  and  these  may  burst  externally.  In  that  case  the  tense  albu- 
ginea often  forces  the  tissue  of  the  testicle  through  the  opening  so  that 
it  projects  in  a  fungating  form.  This,  which  forms  the  beniCxN  fungus, 
and  is  not  to  be  mistaken  for  cancer,  has  a  red  colour  and  looks  Hke 
protruding  granulations.  But  it  really  contains  the  seminal  tubules, 
and  after  the  subsidence  of  the  inflammation  these  may  be  replaced  and 
resume  their  function.  On  the  other  hand,  the  abscess  may  dry  in  and 
form  a  caseous  mass,  which  becomes  surrounded  by  a  fibrous  capsule. 
This  mass  may  ultimately  become  calcareous. 

Chronic  orchitis  may  arise  out  of  an  acute  attack,  remaimng  after 
the  formation  of  abscess,  or  else  supervening  without  that.  There 
is  also  a  spontaneous  chronic  orchitis  which  in  most  cases  is  either 
syphilitic  or  tubercular.  The  ordinary  chronic  orchitis  is  characterized 
bv  new-formation  of  connective  tissue  in  the  stroma  of  the  organ,  and 
consequent  induration  of  it.  The  tubules  atrophy  and  the  whole  organ 
is  reduced  in  bulk  and  hardened.  Generally  on  section  it  can  be  seen 
that  the  albuginea  and  the  septa  which  proceed  towards  the  mediastinum, 
are  <^reatly  thickened.  At  the  same  time  there  is  frequently  adhesion 
of  the  tunica  vaginalis  which  may  obliterate  the  sac. 
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The  other  form  of  chronic  orchitis  which  is  described  is  characterized 
by  the  occurrence  of  yellow  caseous  masses.  Such  masses  may  arise 
from  the  drying  in  of  abscesses,  or  in  connection  with  syphilis  or 
tuberculosis,  and  probably  have  no  independent  origin. 

Syphilitic  disease  of  the  testicle  sometimes  occurs  as  a  general 
induration,  having  the  usual  characters  of  chronic  orchitis.  The 
albuginea  is  thickened  and  the  trabeculaB  are  enlarged  as  they  con- 
verge towards  the  mediastinum.  These  thickened  structures  may  be 
largely  composed  of  granulation  tissue,  and  we  may  have  in  addition 
definite  gummata.  The  gummata  may  undergo  caseous  necrosis,  and 
by  coalescence  of  neighbouring  tumours  we  may  have  considerable 
masses  of  caseous  material.  In  the  midst  of  this  caseous  material  the 
outlines  of  the  seminal  tubules  can  sometimes  be  made  out,  indicating 
that  the  necrosis  has  overtaken  the  proper  tissue  as  well  as  the  new- 
formed. 


Tuberculosis  of  the  testicle  is  characterized  by  the  formation  of 
caseous  masses,  sometimes  of  considerable  size,  and  these  are  surrounded 
by  a  grey  inflammatory  tissue  in  which  tubercles  are  to  be  found.  The 
tuberculosis  is  very  often  associated  with  similar  disease  in  the  prostate 
and  vesiculte  seminales,  and  this  coincidence  points  to  propagation  from 
the  one  to  the  other.  The  starting  point  may  be  at  the  testis  or  at  the 
other  extremity  of  the  vas  deferens.  There  is  also,  not  infrequently, 
tuberculosis  elsewhere,  as  in  the  form  of  scrofulous  glands  or  phthisis 
pulmonalis. 

As  a  general  rule  the  tuberculosis  begins  in  the  epididymis,  mostly 
in  its  tubules.  The  result  is  great  thickening  and  the  formation  of  a 
caseous  mass,  enclosed  very  often  in  a  firm  fibrous  capsule.  Thus 
a  firm  elongated  tumour  may  form  behind  the  testicle.  In  the  testicle 
also  caseous  masses  form,  at  first  isolated,  but  afterwards  runnino- 
together  into  considerable  conglomerates.  The  caseous  masses  are  very 
dense,  but  after  a  time  they  generally  break  down,  and  having  burst 
externally,  tedious  fistulfe  are  the  consequence. 

When  the  testicle  is  examined  in  section  the  caseous  structure  is  seen 
to  be  surrounded  by  a  transparent  grey  tissue,  in  which,  as  already 
mentioned,  tubercles  are  present.  This  inflammatory  and  tubercular 
structure  by  its  pressure  destroys  the  tubules  for  the  most  part,  but  not 
altogether,  as  bits  of  tubules  are  sometimes  expelled  along  ^vith  the 
softened  caseous  material. 

3  D 
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Tumours  of  the  testicle. — These  are  mostly  somewhat  malignaiii 
in  their  characters,  and  there  is  a  ijcculiar  tendency  to  a  mixed 
structure. 

Sarcomas  occur  frequently  mixed  with  tissue  of  other  tumours,  as 
the  myxoma,  enchondroma,  etc.  Even  when  the  tumour  is  a  pixre 
sarcoma  there  may  be  combined  the  structures  of  various  forms  of  this 
tumour,  spindle  cells,  round  cells,  and  mucous  tissue.  There  may, 
however,  be  a  simple  round-celled  sarcoma.  The  sarcomas  form  usually 
large  tumours  of  soft  consistence  and  rapid  growth.  They^  occur 
in '  comparatively  young  persons,  and  are  prone  to  metastasis,  the  . 
secondary  tumours  occurring  mainly  in  the  lungs. 

The  relation  of  the  sarcomas  to  the  seminal  tubides  deserves  special 
consideration.    The  tissue  of  the  tumour,  hke  that  of  other  sarcomas, 
originates  in  the  interstitial  tissue.    In  many  cases  the  glandular  struc- 
tures undergo  atrophy;  but  in  others,  changes  occur  comparable  with 
those  we  have  already  considered  in  sarcomas  of  the  mamma.    Cysts  are 
thus  of  frequent  occurrence,  and  they  are  so  characteristic  m  some 
cases  that  the  name  gysto-SARCOMA  is  given.    These  cysts  often  contain 
a  gelatinous  material,  although  in  the  larger  ones  the  contents  are 
usually  serous.     Sometimes  the  contents  undergo  fatty  degeneration, 
and  we  may  have  cholestearine  in  the  fluid,  or  even  an  atheromatous 
substance.    As  in  the  mamma,  there  may  be  a  papillary  ingrowth  of 
the  sarcoma  into  the  cyst,  forming  peculiar  intracystic  projections  . 
It  appears  also  that  there  is  sometimes  an  actual  new-formation  of 
glandular  tissue  along  with  the  sarcomatous,  in  this  respect  resembhng 
the  adenoid  sarcoma  of  the  mamma.  _  _ 

CANCER  OF  THE  TESTICLE  connects  itself  with  the  cystic  and  adenoKl 
sarcomas.  It  appears  that  not  infrequently  the  ^"^^^^^^ 
tumours  has  more  of  the  irregular  atypic  cancerous  character  than  o^^^^^^^^^^ 
strictly  glandular,  and  in  particular  the  epithelial  masses  do  not  pos 
a  membrana  propria.  These  characters  are  also  ^^P^-^^  ^  " 
that  sometimes  these  tumours  extend  to  the  neighbouring  lymphatic 


alands  while  others  penetrate  more  readily  into  the  veins.  _ 
'   Proper  cancer  of  the  testes  is  mostly  a  large  quickly  gro.ang  oft 
tunfourMEBULLARY  CANCER    It  involves  the  whole  organ  as  well  as 
t^e  ep  didymis,  converting  them  together  into  a  massive  tumour.  It 
tlZTlteA  along  the  vas  deferens,  and  on  to  the  lymphatic  glauds 
hlin     lumbar,  and  pre-vertebral.    From  these  glands  it  may  extend 
tf  trradicL  0  the  portal  vein  and  so  produce  tumours  in  the  bver 
or  m  r«^^^^^  to\he  radicles  of  the  vena  cava,  producing  tumou. 
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in  the  lungs.  In  the  midst  of  the  tumour  we  may  have  cysts  formed 
by  mucous  or  fatty  degeneration. 

The  cancerous  tissue  is  derived  from  the  epithehum  of  the  seminal 
tul)ules,  and  the  stroma  from  the  interstitial  tissue.  It  is  necessary, 
however,  to  mention  that  tumours  may  arise  in  connection  with  the 
blood-vessels  Avhich  have  a  resemblance  in  their  structure  to  cancers, 
but  which  are  properly  plexiform  angiosarcomas. 

Other  tumours  of  the  testicle  are  uncommon.  We  meet  with  cysts,- 
but  the  chief  of  them,  the  spermatocele,  Avill  be  described  afterwards. 
The  testis  is  also  sometimes  the  seat  of  the  dermoid  cyst.  It  may  be 
a  simple  dermoid  in  the  midst  of  the  gland,  arising  apparently  by  in- 
clusion of  a  piece  of  embryonic  skin.  But  sometimes  there  is  a  more 
complex  cyst,  like  that  of  the  ovary,  and  deserving  the  name  of  tera- 
toma. Such  tumours  probably  owe  their  origin  to  the  inclusion  of  a  whole 
foetus.  For  the  rest,  the  occasional  occurrence  of  fibromas,  lipomas, 
enchondromas,  myomas  of  the  striated  variety  and  even  osteomas,  has 
been  observed. 

Hydrocele.— By  this  name  is  meant  the  accumulation  of  fluid  in 
the  timica  vaginalis.  The  fluid  is  serous  and  the  cause  of  its  accumula- 
tion is  inflammation.  It  is  not  properly  a  dropsy  of  the  tunica;  a 
general  dropsy,  affecting  the  skin  of  the  scrotum  very  greatly,  causes 
little  fluid  to  accumulate  in  the  tunica  vaginaHs.  The  inflammation  may 
be  acute,  in  which  case  there  is  fibrine  deposited  on  the  surface  as  well 
as  serous  fluid  in  the  sac.  More  commonly  it  is  chronic,  and  there  is  a 
gradual  accumulation  of  serum. 

The  fluid  distends  the  sac,  and  so  a  bulky  tumour  is  formed  which  is 
pear-shaped  with  its  blunt  end  downwards.  The  fluid  is  usually  a  clear 
serum,  but  sometimes  it  is  slightly  opalescent.  In  the  true  hydrocele 
this  IS  not  from  the  presence  of  spermatozoa,  but  from  the  existence  of 
fine  fat  drops,  resulting  from  degeneration  of  the  leucocytes  floating  in 
the  fluid.  There  may  even  be  cholestearine  crystals  formed  in  this 
way. 

Not  infrequently  hemorrhage  occurs,  most  commonly  as  the  result 
of  a  b  ow  or  other  injury,  and  the  hydrocele  becomes  a  HmTOCELE 
iHe  blood  mostly  coagulates,  and  the  coagulum  through  time  undergoes 
various  changes, softening  into  a  brown  pultaceous  material  or  intoabrown 
turbid  fluid,  in  which  are  enormous  numbers  of  cholestearine  crystals 
The  blood  seems  to  act  as  an  irritant  to  the  tunica  vaginalis,,  causing 
often  a  very  great  thickening  of  it.    The  interior  als^  is  rough  and 
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sometimes  presents  considerable  projections.  The  thickened  cyst  may 
contract  somewhat  so  that  the  tumour  is  reduced  in  size.  This  thicken- 
ing of  the  wall,  even  when  the  contents  are  fluid,  may  cause  the  hsemato- 
cele  to  be  mistaken  for  a  sohd  tumour,  and  castration  has  often  been 
performed  under  this  belief. 

A  hydrocele  or  hajmatocele  may  be  cured  by  the  fluid  being  absorbed, 
the  result  usually  being  adhesion  of  the  opposed  surfaces  of  the  tunica 
vaginalis  and  obliteration  of  the  sac. 

In  the  condition  named  CONGENITAL  HYDROCELE  the  tunica  vaginalis 
retains  its  communication  with  the  peritoneal  cavity.  The  fluid  may 
come  from  the  peritoneal  cavity,  or  may  originate  as  in  an  ordinary 
hydrocele.  It  can  be  pressed  into  the  peritoneum  through  the  neck. 
It  will  be  understood  that  a  congenital  hernia  may  occur  along  with  or 
alternate  with  this  form  of  hydrocele. 

Spermatocele.  Encysted  Hydrocele.— In  this  affection  there 
is  a  cyst  having  in  many  cases  much  the  external  appearance  of 
hydrocele,  but  containing  a  fluid  in  which  spermatozoa  are  abundantly 
present.  In  other  respects  also  the  condition  differs  from  that  in 
hydrocele,  for  we  have  here  not  merely  an  accumulation  in  an  existing 
sac,  but  a  proper  new-formed  cyst.  Hence  the  name  Encysted  Hydro- 
cele is  often  used  as  equivalent  to  spermatocele. 

The  cyst  arises  in  connection  with  the  epididymis  for  the  most  part, 
and  probably  takes  origin  in  one  or  more  aberrant  tubules  which  have 
formed  bhnd  diverticula  from  the  seminal  tubules.  They  usually  arise 
near  the  upper  end  of  the  epididymis,  but  it  may  be  at  the  lower  end 
or  from  the  rete  testis.  The  cysts  grow  often  to  a  large  size,  and  they 
sometimes  push  themselves  into  the  sac  of  the  tunica  vaginabs,  inverting 
one  layer  of  the  wall  against  the  other.  As  a  rule,  the  tunica  vagmahs 
is  found  below  and  in  front  of  the  cyst,  this  position  being  connected 
with  the  origin  of  the  cyst  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  testis. 

The  fluid  from  these  cysts  has  a  peculiar  opalescent  appearance, 
which  is  due  to  the  presence  of  multitudes  of  Hvely  spermatozoa.  The 
existence  of  these  shows  that  the  cyst  has  retained  its  conn-  -n  ^^^^^^^ 
the  seminal  tubules.  The  cyst  is  usually  lined  with  a  cihated  ep^hd^ 
ium,  but  in  large  ones  the  pressure  of  the  fluid  may  cause  it  to  assume 

the  pavemented  form.  „„k1o  I'.i 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  spermatic  cysts  are  comparable  in 

their  origin  to  the  parovarian  cysts. 
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Other  Forms  of  Hydrocele  have  been  described,  but  they  require 
only  a  passing  notice.  There  may  be  an  encysted  hydrocele  without 
spermatozoa  in  the  fluid.  Then  there  is  encysted  hydrocele  of  the 
cord,  sometimes  arising  by  a  portion  of  the  communication  between  the 
tunica  vaginalis  and  the  peritoneum  remaining  unobhterated  and  be- 
coming the  seat  of  an  accumulation  of  fluid.  There  is  also  diflused 
hydrocele  of  the  cord,  in  which  there  is  an  oedematous  condition  of  the 
connective  tissue  around  the  spermatic  cord.  There  may  even  be  a 
hydrocele  from  a  hernial  sac,  which  has  got  emptied  of  its  contents  and 
shut  off  from  the  peritoneum  by  adhesion  of  the  neck. 


B.— THE  PENIS  AND  SCROTUxM. 


In  the  Penis  the  ulcers  or  chancres  are  the  commonest  forms 
of  disease.  The  simple  chancre  is  an  ulcer  which  has  its  usual  seat  on 
the  glans  or  frenum.  Sometimes  we  meet  with  a  deeply  penetrating 
or  phagedenic  ulcer.  The  hard  chancre  is  the  primary  syphilitic  sore, 
and  as  such  we  have  already  considered  it. 

Another  syphilitic  manifestation  is  the  CONDYLOMA,  which  forms 
warty  outgrowths  sometimes  of  considerable  size.  There  may  be  large 
groups  of  papillse  formJng  a  cauliflower-like  tumour. 

Cancer  of  the  penis  occurs  in  the  form  of  epithelioma.  It  begins 
usually  in  the  glans,  and  the  tumour  is  often  covered  with  prominent 
])apill8e,  which  give  it  a  highly  characteristic  warty  appearance,  like  the 
cauliflower  excrescence.  It  may  remain  long  without  ulceration,  but 
usually  sooner  or  later  breaks  down,  and  there  are  sometimes  deep 
ulcerating  fissures  or  fistulse  between  the  groups  of  papillae. 

In  the  Scrotum,  Cancer  is  somewhat  common,  and  it  is  so  often 
chimney-sweepers  who  are  affected  that  the  disease  is  often  called 
chimney-sweepers'  cancer.  In  Glasgow  it  has  been  found  that  workers 
in  paraffin  refineries  are  also  liable  to  this  disease.  It  generally  forms 
a  flat  tumour  from  whose  surface  prominent  papilla  protrude.  Through 
time  ulceration  occurs  and  the  testicle  may  be  exposed. 

ELEPHANTfASis  of  the  scrotum  has  been  sufl&ciently  treated  of  in  the 
general  part  of  this  work. 
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Lymph  Scrotum  has  already  been  referred  to  in  connection  with 
the  fikiria  sanguinis.  In  it  there  is  a  varicose  condition  of  the  lym- 
phatic vessels  of  the  scrotum  with  the  formation  of  vesicles  in  the  skin. 
These  frequently  hurst  and  discharge  a  fluid  in  which  the  embryo 
filaria  is  usually  to  bo  found.  In  some  such  cases  the  filaria  is  also 
present  in  the  blood,  but  sometimes  not.  The  lymphatic  glands  of  the 
groin  are  indurated,  and  the  dilatation  of  the  lymphatics  seems  to  be  due 
to  the  obstruction  of  these  vessels  in  the  glands  by  the  embryo  filarijE. 
According  to  Manson  elephantiasis  sometimes  develops  from  lymph 
scrotum,  and  depends  on  the  same  parasite,  but  this  view  can  hardly  be 
accepted  on  the  present  evidence.  In  lymph  scrotum  the  adult  female 
filaria,  and  probably  the  male  also,  inhabits  a  lymphatic  vessel  in  the 
groin,  and  their  embryoes  or  ova  pass  off  and  stick  in  the  glands,  thus 
obstructing  the  lymphatics. 

The  Prostate,  as  Ave  have  already  seen,  is  subject  to  hyper- 
trophy. The  common  enlargement  of  old  age  is  due  to  increase  of  the 
muscular  substance.  This  enlargement  exists  in  about  30  per  cent,  of 
men  above  60  years  of  age.  It  develops  slowly  without  any  apparent 
cause,  and  in  this  respect  has  the  characters  of  a  tumour.  Sometimes 
the  whole  prostate  enlarges,  and  it  may  reach  the  size  of  the  fist.  But 
sometimes  there  is  a  more  partial  hypertrophy,  forming  the  so-called 
third  lobe  of  the  prostate,  which  projects  inwards  at  the  neck  of  the 
bladder,  and  is  sometimes  so  large  as  to  act  Uke  a  valve  to  the  orifice  of 
the  urethra.  The  effect  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  on  the  urethra 
is  to  be  noted.  If  there  is  a  general  enlargement  the  urethra  is  neces- 
sarily elongated  in  its  prostatic  portion,  and  whereas  normally  this 
portion  measixres  1|  inches  in  length  it  may  come  to  be  4  inches.  At 
the  same  time  the  tube  may  be  narrowed  and  even  distorted.  If,  for 
instance,  the  central  part  of  the  prostate  is  specially  hypertrophied, 
then  the  urethra,  being  pushed  upwards,  has  on  section  a  crescentic 
shape  with  the  convexity  upwards ;  or  if  one  side  is^  larger  than  the 
other,  there  will  be  a  convexity  towards  the  opposite  side. 

Besides  this  muscular  hypertrophy  the  much  rarer  hypertrophy  of 
the  glandular  structure  is  to  be  mentioned.  The  glandular  structure 
does  not  commonly  increase  with  the  muscular,  but  sometimes  enlarges 
by  itself,  so  that  we  have  an  adenoma  of  the  prostate. 

Cancer  of  the  prostate  is  not  of  frequent  occurrence.  The  gland 
enlarges  and  the  disease  is  apt  to  extend  to  neighbouring  structures. 

Tubercle  occurs  not  infrequently  in  the  prostate  and  vesicul© 
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sominales  in  conjunction  with  similar  disease  in  other  parts  of  the 
lu-ino-genital  passages.  There  is  caseous  necrosis  with  ulceration  as 
usual,  and  this  may  cause  even  j)erforation  into  the  rectum  or  bladder. 

Concretions  are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  prostate  in  old 
persons.    They  are  formed  in  the  gland  ducts  and  are  of  various  sizes, 
I  from  very  minute  to  the  size  of  a  grain  of  corn.    When  small  they  are 
colourless,  but  as  they  enlarge  they  frequently  become  blackish  or 
reddish  brown  in  colour.    They  are  round  or  oval  in  form  and  frequently 
I  present  concentric  stratification  (Fig.  44,  p.  135).    They  have  usually 
!  a  central  cavity.    Very  commonly  these  bodies  jjresent  the  character  of 
I  amyloid  bodies,  giving  a  bluish  or  mahogany  red  colour  with  iodine. 
'  Sometimes  they  contain  lime  salts  in  their  substance.    They  may  pass 
into  the  urethra  and  escape  with  the  urine.     While  in  the  prostate 
the}^  do  not  ajjpear  to  produce  much  disturbance. 
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A.— THE  BONES. 


NTEODUCTION.— In  considering  the  diseases  of  the  hones,  it  is 
necessary  to  bear  in  mind  certain  matters  regarding  their  structure 
and  life.    It  is  to  he  rememhered  that  hone  grows,  not  Hke  ordinary 
tissues  hy  interstitial  expansion,  hut  hy  addition  of  new  tissue  to  the 
old.    An  attempt  has  indeed  been  made,  on  the  hasis  of  the  archi- 
tecture of  the  fine  lamellae  of  the  spongy  hone  at  the  ends  of  the 
long  bones,  to  show  that  growth  occurs  by  interstitial  expansion  ;  but 
this  attempt  is  not  generally  accepted  as  successful,  a^it  may  be  said 
that  in  the  growth  of  bone,  deposition  and  absorptioJI?)  on  simultane- 
ously, so  as  to  preserve  the  architecture  while  the  size  is  increased. 
Bone'  is  therefore  to  be  regarded  as  a  solid,  comparatively  unaltermg 
structure.    When  hypertrophy  of  bone  occurs,  this  takes  place  by  the. 
action  not  of  the  bone  itself,  but  of  the  periosteum  or  endosteum.  ^  For 
the  most  part  also,  when  destruction  of  bone  takes  place,  it  is  by 
agents  acting  from  without.     It  is  to  be  noted,  however,  that  the 
bone  corpuscles  are  not  altogether  inactive  cells.     They  doubtless 
look  after  the  nutrition  of  the  bone,  and  although  they  do  not  m 
pathological  processes  as  a  rule  present  any  great  increase  m  activity , 
they  are  certainly  capable  of  degeneration,  in  which  case  they  induce 
changes  in  the  soHd  intercellular  matrix.  _ 

In  studying  the  diseases  of  bone,  and  more  especially  m  regard 
to  rickets  and  inflammations,  it  is  important  to  bear  in  mmd  certam 
facts  as  to  the  relation  of  osseous  tissue  to  cartilage  and  connec 
tissue     These  three  tissues  appear  to  be  fundamentally  one,  and  the 
T  o  some  extent  mutually  convertible.    This  fact  is  sometmu. 
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expressed  in  the  term  metaplasia,  and  may  be  illustrated  by  the 
accompanying  figures  (313  and  314),  from  a  case  of  fracture  of  a  rib. 
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As  we  shall  soe  afterwards,  an  inflammatory  process  is  concerned  in 
the  healing  of  fractures,  the  so-called  callus  being  an  inflammatory  new- 
formation.    As  a  rule  in  the  human  subject,  this  callus  is  formed 


T?iV  <!U  Prom  same  section  as  Fig.  313,  showing  continuity  of  cartilage  and  bone  in  the  callus. 
At  «  ttert^re  cartUage  cells  and  at  6^3one  corpuscTes,  the  matrix  bemg  continuous  and  apparently 
of  the  same  structure,    x  350. 

of  bone,  but  in  animals  cartilage  enters  into  its  constitution,  and  in  the 
section  of  which  the  figures  are  representations,  the  callus  was  variously 
composed  of  bone,  cartilage,  and  fibrous  tissue,  the  existence  of  one 
or  other  being  apparently  determined  by  circumstances.  In  some 
parts,  as  at  b,  b,  in  Fig.  313,  cartilage  and  bone  exist  side  by  side,  and 
it  is  sometimes  even  difficult  to  say  which  is  actually  present,  there 
being  obviously  transition  forms.  In  this  as  in  other  inflammations 
the  new-formed  tissue  has  originally  the  structure  of  granulations,  and 
the  granulation  tissue  may  develop  bone,  or  cartilage,  or  fibrous  tissue. 
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EICKETS  OR  RACHITIS. 

This  disease  occurs  in  children  during  the  earlier  ])eriods  of  growth, 
and  so  far  as  the  bones  are  concerned  it  is  a  disease  of  develoj)ment, 
the  normal  process  of  ossification  being  interfered  with.  Cases  have 
been  observed  of  congenital  rickets,  but  these  are  rare,  and  in  the 
majority  of  cases  it  begins  in  the  first  or  second  year,  its  commence- 
ment being  very  rarely  delayed  beyond  the  fourth  or  fifth  year.  In  a 
large  proportion  of  cases  its  onset  seems  to  be  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
first  year  or  the  first  half  of  the  second. 

An  endeavour  has  been  made  lately  to  make  out  that  rickets 
is  mei-ely  a  manifestation  of  hereditary  syphilis.  This  view  has 
not  received  acceptance  in  this  country.  It  has  been  pointed  out 
again  and  again  that  rickets  is  very  common  in  cities  where  syphilis  is 
uncommon.  In  the  city  of  Glasgow,  for  instance,  rickets  is  very 
common  among  the  poorer  classes,  but  syphilis  is  very  uncommon. 
It  is  so  also  in  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  Belfast,  and  elsewhere.  We 
shall  see  afterwards  that  syphilis  produces  changes  in  the  bones  in  some 
respects  analogous  to  rickets,  and  atrophy  of  the  cranial  bones,  some- 
times designated  craniotabes,  although  formerly  regarded  as  rachitic, 
is  probably  in  most  cases  syphilitic  j  the  two  diseases,  however,  arc 
essentially  separate. 

Eickets  occurs  amongst  children  who  are  injudiciously  fed  and  badlj- 
housed,  and  the  disease  in  the  bones  is  to  be  regarded  as  part  of  a  gene- 
ral loss  of  health.  The  body  is  weakened,  and,  besides  the  bones,  there 
are  other  parts  that  sufi-er.  The  state  of  mal-nutrition  may  be  the  efi-ect 
of  an  unhealthy  state  of  the  mother  during  utero-gestation,  or  it  may  be 
produced  by  unhygienic  conditions  after  birth.  According  to  Macewen 
It  supervenes  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases  on  an  attack  of  one  of 
the  acute  fevers,  such  as  measles  or  scarlet  fever,  such  an  attack  leaving 
the  child  m  an  ill-nourished  condition.  There  are  usually  symptoms  of 
mdigestion  and  intestinal  catarrh,  sometimes  with  fever,  and  in  , 
certam  proportion  of  cases  there  is  enlargement  of  the  spleen  and  some- 
times also  of  the  liver  and  lymphatic  glands.  The  bones,  being  perhaps 
he  most  actively  growing  parts  at  this  period  of  life,  may  be  special^ 
affected  when  the  general  nutrition  suffers 

Rickets  has  been  produced  artificially  in  growing  animals  by  feeding 

mhme-salts.    In  the  latter  case  it  has  been  supposed  that  the  lactic 
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iicid,  being  a  ready  solvent  of  lime,  prevents  its  deposition  in  the  bones, 
iind  it  has  boon  inferred  that  in  the  human  subject  the  gastric  derange- 
ment causes  the  formation  of  an  excess  of  lactic  acid,  which  is  the  cause 
of  the  disease  in  the  bones.    There  is,  however,  the  objection  to  this 
view,  that  rickets  is  not  always  accompanied  by  any  considerable 
gastric  disorder,  and  such  a  view  does  not  explain  its  occasional 
occurrence  in  the 
disease  is  clearly  an 
ment,  and  were  it  due  merely  to  absence 
<)f  the  lime  salts,  we  should  expect  the 
bony  matrix  to  be  formed  without  the 
lime  salts.    The  very  opposite  frequently 
occurs  ;  we  have  often  an  impregnation  of 
the  cartilage  with  lime-salts,  a  calcification 


fcjetus.      Besides,  the 
error  in  develop- 
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of  the  cartilage  (see  Fig.  316,  b,  h),  while 
true  ossification  lingers.  Rickets  can  in 
most  cases  be  cured  by  supplying  suffi- 
cient food  and  proper  lodging,  and  this 
points  to  its  origin  in  the  opposite  of  these. 


ff 'tirf 
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In  order  to  comprehend  the  processes 
presented  to  us  in  rickets  it  is  necessary  to 
Ijear  in  mind  the  main  points  in  NORiViAL 
OSSIFICATION.  If  in  a  growing  child  a  long 
l)one  be  divided  longitudinally,  and  the 
cartilage  and  ossifying  border  examined,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  transition  from  car- 
tilage to  bone  with  medullary  spaces,  oc- 
curs somewhat  suddenly.  With  the  naked 
eye  it  can  be  seen  that  the  deepest  layer  of 
the  cartilage  has  a  bluish  colour,  this  zone 
being  very  narrow.  It  is  succeeded  by  a  stiU 

Fig.  315.-Longitudinal  section  of  boue  ossifying  from  cartilage,  a,  '^^'^^''^'^f^^'f^^^fZ 
ratiouof  cartilage ?eUs;  6,  cells  arninged  in  longitudinal  groups;  c  .matrix  of  c^^^Waj^  in.rreg_ 
nated  with  limi,  this  calcified  matrix  is  continued  beyond  the  °ssifymg  border  (c  on  nght^^^^^^^^^^^ 
d  meduUarr  spaces  containing  round  cells  replacing  cartilage  cells;  p,  e,  *or™^t'on  oi  ooje  ai 
border  of  calci^fied  matrix,  thi  osteoblasts  each  forming  a  piece  of  boue  and  remammg  as  the 
bone  corpuscle,    x  90.   (.Vfter  Thierfelder.) 

Fis.  316.-Lougitudiual  section  of  ossifying  margin  of  a  long  bone  in  rickets  f ;  ProUferatii^ 
cartUage  cells,  the  area  of  these  very  greatly  extended  and  tlie  arnmgement  quite  ure^^^^^ 

apparent  transition  of  the  one  into  the  other  is  seen,    x  90.    (Tiiikbj  klder.> 
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narrower  yellow  zone  which  is  scarcely  more  than  a  line  in  breadth.  On 
microscopic  examination  of  a  longitudinal  section  the  conditions  can 
be  made  out  as  shown  in  Fig.  31G.  At  the  upper  pai-t  of  the  figure  (a) 
is  the  normal  appearance  of  hyaline  cartilage.  As  the  ossify ii 
margin  is  approached  the  cells  inultiply,  and  at  first  they  foiin 
irregidar  groups,  as  at  h.  Still  nearer  the  margin  the  multiplying 
cells  become  arranged  in  rows  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the  l)oiic. 
the  elongated  groups  being  separated  by  narrower  elongated  pieces  '.i 
hyaline  matrix.  The  beginning  and  end  of  this  zone  of  multiplyin.: 
cartilage  cells  are  quite  abrupt,  and  form  nearly  straight  transvei-. 
hues.  This  zone  is  that  which,  to  the  naked  eye,  is  blue.  Next  occurs 
an  infiltration  with  lime  salts  of  the  h}*  aline  matrix  Tjetween  the  groups, 
the  matrix  becoming  opaque  and  granular,  c  in  figure.  This  forms 
the  yellow  zone  as  seen  with  the  naked  eye.  This  zone  is  also  sud- 
denly interrupted,  and  at  a  definite  level  the  groups  of  cartilage  cell.s 
give  place  to  cavities  filled  with  foetal  marrow,  consisting  of  round  cells 
and  blood-vessels  (d).  These  cavities  are  still  bounded  by  the  calcified 
cartilaginous  matrix.  Some  of  the  marrow-cells  are  osteoblasts,  and 
these  fix  themselves  on  to  the  surface  of  the  calcified  matrix  and  begin 
to  develop  the  bony  matrix  around  them.  Each  osteoblast  forms  a 
piece  of  bone  around  it  {e  in  figure),  retaining  a  cavity  for  itself,  which 
is  the  lacuna.  In  this  way  the  cartilaginous  matrix  is  encroached  on 
and  destroyed  by  the  new-formed  bone,  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is 
partly  destroyed  without  the  new-formation  of  bone  so  as  to  make  the 
medullary  cavities  larger. 

On  the  surface  of  the  bone  Ave  have  beneath  the  periosteum  a  layer 
of  cells  similar  to  those  in  the  medullary  cavities.  Here  also  the  osteo- 
blasts form  bone  around  them  and  add  to  the  thickness  of  the  bone. 

Turning  now  to  rickets,  the  condition  of  the  ossification  from 
CARTILAGE  may  be  studied  with  the  assistance  of  the  accompanying  ex- 
cellent figure  copied  from  Thierfelder's  atlas.  The  most  pronounced 
difference  from  the  normal  is  the  enormous  exaggeration  of  the  zone  of 
multiplication  of  the  cartilage  cells  (a,  a).  These  seem  to  be  proliferating 
without  any  purpose  and  without  the  regular  arrangement.  There  are 
o-roups  of  cells  as  in  the  normal  case,  but  they  are  in  much  larger  num- 
bers and  occupy  a  much  greater  space ;  at  the  same  time  they  have  not 
always  the  normal  arrangement  in  rows  parallel  to  the  long  axis  of  the 
bone  The  cells  of  the  groups  also  vary  considerably  in  size.  In  the 
normal  bone  the  cells  in  the  deepest  part  of  this  zone  are  large,  but  in 
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rickets  wliile  some  are  large,  as  at  h,  there  are  others  even  at  the  same 
level,  or  deeper,  of  small  size. 

Next,  in  regard  to  the  zone  in  which  the  cartilaginous  matrix  becomes 
calcified,  this  also  is  represented  here  in  the  most  irregular  fashion. 
Calcification  of  the  matrix  occurs,  and  calcification  of  the  cartilage  cells 
(as  at  h  on  left),  but  this  occurs  quite  indiscriminately.  There  will  be 
calcification  of  the  cartilage  high  up,  as  at  h,  while  there  are  numerous 
groups  lower  than  that  uncalcified.  In  many  cases  also,  whether  calci- 
fied or  not,  the  cartilage  cells  lose  to  a  considerable  extent  their  group- 
ing into  roAVS  (as  below  b  on  left). 

Then  as"  to  the  formation  of  medullary  cavities  and  development  of 
bone,  the  figure  shows  how  irregularly  this  occurs.  Blood-vessels 
appear  with  considerable  frequency  in  the  midst  of  the  cartilage,  and  to- 
wards the  deeper  parts  there  are  medullary  spaces  with  osteoblasts  in 
them.  These  may  even  be  seen  forming  new  bone,  as  at  d.  But  the 
medullary  cavities  do  not  occur  with  any  greater  regularity  than  the 
other  stages  in  the  process,  and  it  is  not  always  apparent  that  they  have 
always  to  do  with  the  formation  of  the  bone.  It  will  be  seen  in  the 
figure  that  at  a  certain  somewhat  indefinite  level,  Avhich  is  lower  at  the 
left  side  than  the  right,  bony  trabeculse  appean  (c,  c).  But  it  will  also 
be  seen  that  the  bone  is  directly  continuous  with  cartilage,  the  differ- 
ence in  the  two  being  signalized  chiefly  by  the  difference  in  the  cells. 
It  aj)j)ears  also  that  in  the  cartilage,  which  is  thus  immediately  continu- 
ous with  the  bone,  the  individual  cartilage  cells  are  separated  by  a 
matrix  just  as  the  bone  corpuscles  are  (see  figure).  In  fact  it  looks 
very  much  as  if  a  conversion  of  cartilage  into  bone  were  occurring,  and 
there  are  even  appearances  suggestive  of  the  gradual  transformation  of 
cartilage  cells  into  bone  corpuscles.  The  examination  of  such  sections 
as  that  figured  can  hardly  leave  any  doubt  that  an  actual  transforma- 
tion of  this  kind  occurs,  this  being  consistent  with  what  has  been  stated 
above  in  regard  to  metaplasia. 

It  will  be  seen  in  various  places,  but  especially  at  d,  that  jjieces  of 
cartilage  survive  in  the  midst  of  the  new-formed  bone.  The  cartilage 
may  be  calcified  or  not. 

To  the  naked  eye  the  changes  described  above  are  indicated  in  a 
longitudinal  section  of  a  rickety  long  bone.  The  blue  zone  which  forms 
a  straight  narrow  transverse  line  in  the  normal  bone  is  here  greatly  in- 
creased and  its  boundaries  are  irregular.  The  yellow  zone  of  calcifica- 
tion of  the  cartilage  is  still  more  irregular,  and  yellow  pieces  crop  up  in 
the  midst  of  the  blue  zone.     Blood-vessels  appear  also  at  different 
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levels.    In  the  area  of  the  blue  zone  the  cartilage  is  greatly  swollen  as 
the  enormously  multiplying  cells  take  more  space  than  normal. 

Under  the  Periosteum  we  have  a  process  which  may,  like  that  in 
the  cartilage,  be  described  as  an  enormous  preparation  for  ossification 
while  the  process  of  ossification  lags  behind.  The  thin  layer  of  osteo- 
blasts is  increased  till  it  forms  a  layer  of  considerable  thickness.  By 
this  layer  bone  is  formed  to  a  very  limited  extent  and  very  imperfectly. 
Instead  of  a  proper  dense  bone,  such  as  should  be  formed  on  the  surface 
of  the  shaft,  there  is  a  loose  irregular  spongy  bone.  But  even  the  tra- 
beculge  of  this  spongy  bone  are  not  properly  formed.  Immediate!) 
under  the  thick  subperiosteal  layer  the  new-formed  bone  does  not  show 
in  its  matrix  the  homogeneous  character  of  the  matrix  of  bone ;  it  is 
granular,  and  the  lime  is  obviously  deposited  without  combining  with 
the  matrix  in  the  normal  manner.  It  is  a  calcification  rather  than  an 
ossification,  and  the  trabeculse  are  rather  osteoid  than  osseous.  On 
passing  inwards  the  tissue  becomes  more  strictly  osseous  however, 
although  hardly  acquiring  the  regular  arrangement  of  the  dense  bone  of 
the  shaft. 

Corresponding  with  the  structure  described  are  the  naked-eye  char- 
acters. The  subperiosteal  layer  is  seen  in  the  form  of  a  red  vascular 
layer  of  some  thickness.  This  is  so  obvious  in  some  cases  that,  at  one 
time  it  was  described  as  if  a  blood-clot  were  formed  under  the  perios- 
teum Beneath  this  the  spongy  character  of  the  bone  can  be  seen, 
while  the  shaft  is  considerably  thicker  than  normal  and  obviously  more 
easily  bent. 

Deformities  of  the  Bones  due  to  Kickets.— In  considering  the 
deformities  so  often  produced  by  rickets,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that 
the  two  chief  changes  in  the  bones  are,  in  the  first  place,  enlargement 
and  softening  of  the  epiphyseal  extremities  of  the  bones  from  the 
affection  of  the  cartilages,  and,  in  the  second  place,  thickening  with 
loss  of  resistance  of  the  shafts  from  the  periosteal  lesion.  These  con- 
ditions do  not  always  go  strictly  parallel,  one  or  other  being  frequen% 
the  more  prominent  in  a  particular  bone.  The  various  ^s  of  tho 
body  also  present  very  commonly  different  degrees  of  rickets  ^though 
the  disease  is  a  general  one,  and  usually  affects  many  bones.  Even  m 
lone  affected  t^  a  similar  extent,  however,  the  resulting  def— 
present  very  great  variations;  the  deformities  consist  largely  of  cuna 
of  the  l^ones  from  the  application  of  external  forces,  and  the  bones 
are  differently  placed  in  relation  to  such  forces. 
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Deformities  of  the  long  bones. — The  most  obvious  change  at 
the  outset  is  swelling  of  the  cartilaginous  ends  of  the  long  bones, 
giving  a  ckibbed  or  knobbed  appearance  to  the  limbs.  This  is  common 
to  all  the  long  bones,  and  is  the  condition  generally  taken  in  practice  as 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  disease.  The  bones  are  also  arrested 
in  their  growth,  so  that  they  are  stunted  while  at  the  same  time  they 
are  unduly  thick. 

The  remaining  deformities  occur  in  the  majority  of  cases  in  the 
lower  limbs,  and  are  the  result  of  the  weight  of  the  body  acting  on 
the  bones  in  their  weakened  condition.  Similar  deformities  are  met 
with  in  the  bones  of  the  arms  in  cases  where  external  force  is  fre- 
quently applied  to  them,  as  where  a  child  in  creeping  leans  on  the 
arms,  or  where  a  nurse  frequently  lifts  a  child  by  one  arm  (Macewen). 
The  deformities  consist  mainly  of  curvatures  of  the  shafts  of  the 
bones,  along  with  shifting  of  the  epiphyses  in  some  cases.  In  regard 
to  the  latter,  the  extended  blue  zone  at  the  cartilaginous  border  being 
soft  allows  the  epiphysis  to  change  its  position  according  to  the  direction 
of  pressure,  and  so  at  the  ankle,  the  epiphysis  is  sometimes  displaced 
inwards,  and,  as  it  were,  overhangs  the  joint  on  its  internal  aspect. 
The  same  may  occur  at  the  knee-joint,  and  the  internal  condyle  may 
exceed  in  length  the  external  even  after  the  disease  has  been  cured. 

The  familiar  CURVATURES  of  rickets  are  due  mainly  to  the  weight 
of  the  body  acting  on  the  softened  shafts,  and  as  the  pressui'e  acts 
mainly  on  the  lower  limbs  the  two  principal  forms  are  genu  valgum 
and  genu  varum. 

Genu  valgum,  or  knock-knee,  is  a  condition  in  which  the  thigh  and 
leg  form  an  angle  at  the  knee  opening  outwards.    This  deformity  de- 
pends usually  on  several  alterations.    There  is  generally  a  curve  of  the 
lower  third  of  the  femur,  with  its  convexity  inwards,  the  effect  of  this 
being  that  the  internal  condyle  is  lower  and  the  external  higher  than 
normal.    Along  with  this  there  is  usually  the  lengthening  of  the 
internal  condyle  already  referred  to.    As  a  rule  the  tibia  is  not  bent, 
the  two  conditions  named  taking  the  chief  part  in  producing  the 
deformity,  but  sometimes  the  shaft  of  the  tibia  is  at  an  angle  with  the 
epiphysis,  as  if  the  latter  were  to  some  extent  overhanging  the  former. 
In  addition  the  femur  or  tibia  sometimes  shows  an  anterior  curvature 


which  of  course  does  not  increase  the  valgum  condition. 

Genu  varum,  or  bow-legs,  is  the  converse  condition  to  genu  valgum 
ihe  shafts  of  the  femur  and  tibia  are  curved,  with  the  convexity  out- 
wards, but  these  bones  take  part  in  the  deformity  in  very  different 
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degrees,  the  tibial  curve  being  more  frequent  and  usually  more  pro- 
nounced than  that  of  the  femur. 

The  long  bones  being  soft  and  Hexible  are  not  so  liable  as  normal 
bones  to  complete  fractures,  but  they  are  specially  liable  to  partial 
FRACTURES  or  INFRACTIONS.    If  the  bone  is  suddenly  bent  it  does  not 
break  across,  but  is  partially  torn  as  when  an  attemjit  is  made  to  break 
a  green  stick.    In  this  case  the  concave  surface  of  the  bent  bone  gives 
way  and  the  convex  surface  does  not.     The  marrow  is  torn  by  the 
broken  concave  portion,  and  the  broken  edges  may  be  projected  through 
the  marrow  to  the  opposite  internal  wall.    This  kind  of  fracture  has 
been  aptly  compared  by  Virchow  to  the  breaking  of  a  quill.  These 
infractions  occur  most  frequently  at  the  lower  part  of  the  tilna,  also  m 
the  pelvis  and  ribs,  and  less  frequently  in  the  bones  of  the  arm. 

Deformities  of  the  CHEST.-The  junction  of  the  cartilaginous 
and  bony  ribs  is  analogous  to  the  ossifying  cartilage  of  a  long  bone,  and 
undergoes  a  similar  thickening  in  rickets.    These  parts  of  the  nbs  are 
therefore  knobbed,  and  there  is  thus  a  row  of  knobs  on  each  side  of  the 
chest-the  so-called  rachitic  rosary.    The  chest  is  also  liable  to 
deformity  from  the  flexibility  of  the  ribs.    During  inspiration  the 
lateral  aspects  of  the  ribs  are  drawn  inwards  from  being  unable  to 
withstand  the  atmospheric  pressure,  so  that  instead  of  the  natural  arch 
with  the  convexity  outwards,  these  lateral  portions  are  flattened  or 
even  rendered  concave.    As  the  ribs  take  thus  a  straighter  course  the 
sternum  is  pushed  forward,  and  the  characteristic  pigeon -BREAST  is 
produced.     It  may  even  be  sometimes  seen  how,  in  mspiration,  the 
lateral  wall  of  the  chest  is  visibly  carried  inwards. 

DEFORMITIES  OF  THE  VERTEBR^.-The  vertebra  very  often  escape  m 
the  milder  forms  of  rickets,  but  in  many  cases  they  also  are  composed 
'  abnormally  spongy  bone,  and  allow  of        occurrenc^  o^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Such  curvatures  are  mostly  exaggerations  of  the  normal  ant  o-posteno 
curves,  but  lateral  curvature  also  occurs.    Any  considerable  curvatur 
c^use  narrowing  of  the  chest,  and  if  this  be  associated  with  the 
;SeoXa^  the  inLference  with  the  circulation  and  respiration  m.y 

See— S  OF  THE  PELVis._These  are  of  great  ^^rt^^ 
female  in  relation  to  the  possible  occurrence  of  pregnancy  m  after  f^^^ 
The  chief  deformity  is  produced  by  the  ^^f^^l^.^'^^^^^ 
throuc^h  the  vertebral  column  on  the  sacrum.    This  bone  is  pusiiea 
W^nd  the  pelvis  undergoes  a  — ^^^^^^^^ 
parts,  the  antero-posterior  diameter  being  diminished,    ihe  gro 
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the  bones  here  also  is  stunted,  and  the  pelvis  therefore  remains  unduly 
small. 

The  bones  of  the  head  frequently  undergo  very  marked  deformities. 
The  bones  of  the  face,  like  the  other  bones  generally,  are  stunted  in 
their  growth  so  that  the  face  is  small.    It  is  also  stated  that  the  jaws 
by  the  action  of  the  muscles  undergo  changes  in  shajDe  by  which  the 
lower  jaw  is  shortened  and  the  upper  jaw  lengthened,  so  that  the  teeth 
of  the  latter  overlap  very  much  those  of  the  former.    While  these  are 
the  conditions  in  the  face  the  bones  of  the  cranium  present  striking 
peculiarities.    The  fiat  bones  ossify  from  membrane,  and  in  rickets  we 
have  the  ossification  lingering  behind  so  that  at  their  borders  these 
bones  present  somewhat  broad  areas  in  which  there  is  soft  tissue  like 
that  under  the  periosteum.    The  effect  of  this  is  to  cause  an  apparent 
widening  of  the  sutures  and  extension  of  the  fontanelles.    The  closure 
of  the  fontanelles  is  also  delayed.    The  cranium  is  enlarged  in  rickets, 
at  least  its  circumference  is  greater,  and  at  the  same  time  it  is  commonly 
flattened  on  the  summit.    The  enlargement  of  the  cranium  with  the 
stunted  condition  of  the  face,  causes  the  well-known  overhanging  of  the 
brows  so  often  seen. 

Another  occasional  consequence  of  rickets  is  the  condition  designated 
CRANIOTABES.  As  we  shall  see  afterwards  this  is  probably  most 
frequently  a  consequence  of  syphilitic  disease  of  the  bones,  but  it  occurs 
also  in  rickets.  The  bone  in  rickets  is  soft,  possessing  less  power  of 
resistance  than  normal  bone.  If  the  child  be  lying  constantly  on  one 
spot,  or  if  the  contents  of  the  skull  be  increased,  as  in  chronic  hydro- 
cephalus, then  the  pressure  on  the  bone  may  cause  it  to  waste.  This 
occurs  most  frequently  when  both  these  conditions  are  present,  and  the 
bone  is  as  it  were  between  two  pressures.  In  this  way  may  occur  thin- 
ning and  actual  perforation  of  the  skull,  so  that  in  the  midst  of  the 
bones  there  will  be  holes,  where  the  brain  is  covered  by  the  soft  parts 
alone.  From  the  nature  of  the  case  it  will  be  understood  that  these 
apertures  are  mostly  in  the  occipital  or  the  parietal  bone,  according  as 
the  child  hes  mostly  with  the  back  or  side  of  the  head  downwards. 

Recovery  takes  place  in  rickets  by  the  removal  of  the  insanitary 
conditions,  or  by  the  termination  of  the  period  of  growth.  The  ossifi- 
cation advances  in  the  cartilage  and  under  the  periosteum.  The  spono-y 
bone  produced  imder  the  periosteum  becomes  dense,  and  so  the  bone 
may  be  unduly  heavy  and  thick,  while  it  is  stunted.  The  deformities 
having  occurred  m  a  rigid  structure  are  rendered  even  more  fixed  by 
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the  completion  of  the  ossification.  Tliere  is,  however,  in  the  course  of 
time  an  effort  on  the  part  of  nature  to  restore  the  noi'inal  architectui-e 
of  the  bones  ;  where  they  are  bent  al)Sorption  occurs  on  the  convex 
surfaces  and  increased  new-formation  on  the  concave;  there  may  be 
considerable  restoration  of  the  proper  shape  in  the  long  bones,  but 
usually  much  less  in  the  pelvis,  head,  and  thorax. 


OSTEOMALACIA  AND  MOLLITIES  OSSIUM. 

This  disease  contrasts  with  Rickets  in  respect  that  it  affects  the  bones 
after  their  complete  ossification.  Like  rickets  it  produces  a  softening  of 
the  bones,  but  it  is  a  softening  which  supervenes  after  they  have  acquired 
the  normal  resistance  of  fully  formed  bone.  It  rarely  occurs  in  children, 
although  at  least  one  case  has  been  reported  by  Dr.  Rehn,  in  which  it 
was  present  without  a  trace  of  rickets. 

It  is  to  be  stated  at  the  outset  that  several  distinct  conditions  are 
often  included  under  the  designation  osteomalacia.    ^Ye  must,  in  the 
first  place,  ehminate  cases  of  mere  SENILE  ATROPHY  or  others  of  a 
similar  kind.    It  often  happens  in  old  persons  that  the  medullary  spaces 
increase  in  size  at  the  expense  of  the  bone,  and  the  bone  becomes  in 
consequence  less  resistant.    But  the  remaining  bone  is  not  softer  than 
normal ;  it  often  contains  even  more  lime  salts  than  it  should  do,  and 
is  therefore  abnormally  brittle.    Putting  aside  such  cases,  however, 
there  are  two  distinct  forms  of  moUities  ossium  in  which  the  cajcareous 
constituents  of  the  bone  are  reduced.    It  is  not  possible  to  separate  ' 
these  two  absolutely  in  their  causation,  but  it  may  be  said  that  both 
forms  are  rare  in  this  country,  and  that  one  of  them,  while  it  is  some- 
times met  with  here,  seems  hardly  to  occur  on  the  Continent. 

The  disease  seems  to  be  caused  for  the  most  part  by  defective- 
nutrition  but  there  are  two  conditions  which  specially  predispose  to 
it  namely,  pregnancy  and  insanity.  It  not  infrequently  comes  on 
diirin-  pregnancy,  and  runs  a  rapid  course.  It  has  also  been  fre- 
quently observed  in  insane  persons,  and  here  the  softness  of  the  bones 
may  lead  to  fractures  under  comparatively  shght  violence. 

Turnino-  now  to  the  different  forms  of  the  disease,  there  is  one  which 
appears  to^'occur  most  frequently  in  England,  and  the  classical  descrip- 
tion of  which  is  that  given  by  John  Hunter.    It  appears  to  consist  m  a 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  bone  corpuscles  with  softening  of  the  matnx 
The  condition,  so  far  as  the  naked  eye  is  concerned,  is  thus  descnbcnl 
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by  Hunter :  "  The  component  parts  of  the  bone  were  totally  altered, 
the  structure  being  very  different  from  other  bones,  and  wholly  com- 
posed of  a  new  substance  resembling  a  species  of  fatty  tumour,  and 
giving  the  appearance  of  a  spongy  bone  deprived  of  earth  and  soaked  in 
soft  fat."  In  these  cases  the  medulla  forms  a  bright  yellow,  pink  oi' 
deep  crimson  material,  and  when  examined  microscopically  presents 
free  oil  in  great  quantity  with  crystals  of  margarine  as  well  as  ordinary 
adipose  tissue. 

The  other  form  of  the  disease  is  that  described  by  writers  on  the 
Continent  as  OSTEOMALACIA,  but  it  is  not  so  infrequent  in  this  country 
as  has  been  supposed,  the  mollities  ossium  of  insanity  being  probably 
always  of  this  form.    In  this  form,  as  shown  in  Fig.  317,  there  is  a 


Fig.  317.— A  fragment  of  bone  from  a  case  of  osteomalacia.  The  central  part  shows 
tne  usual  appearance  of  bone,  while  the  marginal  parts  are  transparent,  being  devoid 
01  lime  salts,  although  still  showing  bone  corpuscle,    x  90. 

direct  absorption  of  the  lime  salts  from  the  bone.  The  solution  of  the 
hme  salts  occurs  primarily  in  the  portions  of  the  bone  next  the  medul- 
lary spaces  and  Haversian  canals,  so  that,  if  the  bone  be  examined,  the 
central  parts  of  the  trabeculse  are  seen  to  be  opaque  like  normal  bone, 
while  the  peripheral  parts  are  transparent  because  deprived  of  their  lime 
salts.    The  condition  of  these  parts  is  like  that  of  bone  which  has  been 
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decalcified  by  steeping  in  an  acid,  the  bone  corpuscles  are  preserved,  and 
the  matrix  has  a  homogeneous  or  filirous  appearance.  As  the  disease 
advances,  the  decalcified  matrix  is  encroached  upon  by  the  medulla,  and 
the  decalcification  advances  further.  The  medulla  itself  is  altered ;  the 
adipose  tissue  is  largely  replaced  by  roimd  cells  sometimes  with  several 
nuclei. 

The  effect  of  these  changes  is,  of  course,  to  make  the  bones  much 
softer  and  more  flexible,  so  that  they  can  often  be  cut  with  a  knife,  or 
crushed  with  the  fingers.  And  so  in  the  living  body  the  bones  are  often 
bent  or  crushed.  The  disease  has  a  particular  tendency  in  some  cases 
to  attack  the  pelvis  and  vertebrae,  but  the  long  bones  are  also  affected. 
Serious  deformities  result,  especially  in  the  pelvis  and  vertebral  column. 
The  pelvis  is  narrowed  by  the  acetabula  being  pushed  in  on  either 
side,  so  that  the  pubes  are  pointed  and  prominent.  The  vertebral 
column  is  curved.  The  sternum  sometimes  undergoes  sharp  bendings, 
and  the  ribs  may  be  fractured. 

INFLAMMATIONS  OF  BONE. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  proper  bony  tissue  is  someAvhat  inert, 
and  for  the  most  part  conducts  itself  passively  in  pathological  processes. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  its  development  and  nutrition  it  is  mtimately 
connected  with  the  periosteum  on  its  surface,  and  with  the  tissue  hnmg 
its  various  cavities  and  canals,  whether  forming  proper  medullary  cavi- 
ties or  narrower  canals  (Haversian)  and  spaces.  The  penosteum, 
endosteum,  and  contents  of  the  various  spaces  in  bone,  form  thus  in- 
tegral parts  of  the  osseous  tissue,  and  in  studying  inflammation  our 
principal  concern  will  be  with  the  changes  in  these  structures,  and  then- 
inter-relations  with  the  proper  bony  tissue. 

In  most  cases  the  inflammations  of  bone  are  propagated  from  neigh- 
bouring structures.  Many  of  them  originate  in  connection  mth  disease 
of  the  joints,  and  many  from  inflammation  of  the  periosteum.  I  the 
inflammation  be  acute  there  may  be  suppuration,  but  whether  acute  or 
chronic,  so  far  as  the  bone  is  concerned  the  most  important  resu^  is  th 
formation  of  granulation  tissue  which,  coming  into  relation  .ath  the 
oslu  substance  produces  various  changes  there.  This  granulation 
ttsue  replaces  the  lU-  medulla  of  bone,  and  is  often  m  great  abun- 
dance under  the  periosteum,  as  we  shall  see  in  studying  penostit  s  and 
the  healing  of  fractures,  and  its  effects  on  the  bony  tissue  is  either  to 
?e  troy  it,  or  to  add  to  it  by  the  new-formation  of  fresh  bone.    It  is 


KAKEFYING  AND  gONDENSING  OSTEITIS 


807 


possible,  in  theory,  to  separate  these  two  processes,  and  to  speak  of  a 

RAREFYING  Or  DESTRUCTIVE,  and  a  FORMATIVE  or  CONDENSING  OSTEITIS, 

but  the  processes  so  frequently  go  on  together  that  it  will  be  better  to 
consider  them  in  connection. 

In  order  to  understand  these  processes  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  state  of  matters  in  the  original  formation  and  growth  of  bone.  We 
find  in  a  growing  bone  that  (as  already  mentioned  at  p.  798)  the 
medullary  spaces  are  occupied  by  cells,  and  that  cells  of  a  similar 
character  are  present  under  the  periosteum.  Many  of  these  cells  are 
evidently  busy  forming  the  new  bone.  They  are  to  be  found  applied 
to  the  surface  of  the  existing  bone,  and  gradually  becoming  buried  in 
a  bony  matrix  which  is  apparently  formed  around  them,  while  they 
take  up  the  position  of  bone  corpuscles.  The  cells  thus  engaged  in  the 
formation  of  bone  are  properly  designated  OSTEOBLASTS.  But  in 
order  to  preserve  the  architecture  of  the  growing  bone,  there  must  be  at 
some  parts  destruction  of  the  already  formed  tissue.  It  used  to  be 
supposed  that  this  destruction  occurred  by  the  bone  corpuscles  enlarg- 
ing and  causing  the  surrounding  tissue  to  melt  down,  but  it  has  now 
been  shown  that  a  special  form  of  cell  is  engaged  in  the  destruction  of 
the  bone,  and  these  cells  are  properly  called  OSTEOCLASTS.  They  are 
very  large  cells  with  a  granular  protoplasm  and  many  nuclei,  or  in  other 
words,  they  are  GIANT  cells  or  myeloplaques  (see  Fig.  320,  p.  810). 
\\Tierever  absorption  of  bone  is  going  on  these  cells  are  to  be  found,  and 
they  appear  to  adhere  to  the  surface  of  the  bone  and  cause  absorption  of 
the  matrix.  In  this  way  they  dig  themselves  into  the  bone  and  form 
gaps,  in  which  they  are  often  to  be  found  lying.  These  rounded  gaps 
in  the  bone  have  long  been  known,  and  they  are  usually  designated 

HOWSHIP'S  LACUNA. 

In  the  granulation  tissue  of  an  inflamed  bone  both  osteoblasts  and 
osteoclasts  are  frequently  present.  By  the  action  of  the  osteoclasts  in 
the  Haversian  canals  and  medullary  spaces,  the  bone  becomes  opened 
out  and  dense  bone  is  made  spongy  or  spongy  bone  more  open.  At  the 
same  time  the  osteoblasts  are  often  at  work,  and  perhaps  under  the 
periosteum  there  are  spicules  of  new-formed  bone,  at  the  marginal  parts 
of  which  processes  exactly  similar  to  those  beneath  the  periosteum  of  a 
growing  bone  can  be  seen  (see  Fig.  318).  It  happens  not  infrequently 
that  after  the  bone  has  been  opened  out  by  the  rarefying  process 
the  osteoblasts  subsequently  set  to  work,  and  the  bone  is  restored' 
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or  even  c()nHidefal)ly  coiuloiised  as  compared  with  its  original  con- 
ditioru 


,  ^^^^ 


Fi<'  318.-New-formation  of  bone  hi  connection  with  inflammation. 
The  osteoblasts  are  getting  surrounded  by  bony  matrix  and  becoming 
bone  corpuscles,    x  85. 

It  is  to  be  added  that  besides  the  rarefaction  of  the  bone  by  the 
process  already  described,  it  appears  that  the  bone  sometimes  gets 
channelled  for  the  accommodation  of  new-formed  blood-vessels.  A\e 
kno^y  that  the  bone  corpuscles,  with  the  canaliculi,  convey  nutritious 
fluid  through  the  dense  bone,  and  according  to  requirements  these  may 
expand  into  blood-vessels  apparently  by  the  lacunse  enlarging  _  and 
running  together.  This,  however,  as  compared  with  the  other,  is  an- 
insignificant  factor. 

Caries— This  subject  may  be  conveniently  considered  here,  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  rarefying  osteitis.    We  have  seen  that  m  this 
latter  condition  the  bone  is  encroached  upon  by  the  osteoclasts,  and  the 
lamella  are  thinned.    Now,  this  process  may  go  on  to  the  complete 
destruction  of  the  bony  lamellae,  so  as  to  produce,  in  fact,  a  progressive 
destruction  of  the  bone.     This  condition  is  usually  associated  with 
either  a  very  acute  inflammation  or  one  which  has  an  mfec  .ve  chara  - 
r  tuberculosis,  syphiHs).    As  the  place  of  the  bone  is  taken  by  sof 
nflammatory  tissue  this  structure  is  not  able  to  resist  the  mechanical 
wear  to  which  bone  is  naturally  exposed,  and  so  there  is  an  ulceration 
If  th   soft  tissue  generally  associated  with  suppuration.    As  the  sof 
tLue  .ives  way,  t^e  invasion  of  the  bone  advances,  and  so,  beyond  the 
III  ulcerating-  and  suppurating  surface,  the  bony  lamella,  are  great  y 
Mntd  and  ready  to  break  down.    In  the  majority  of  cases  the  canes 


ABSORPTION  AND  TRANSPLANTATION  OF  BONE. 


809 


is  connected  with  disease  of  the  joints,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  but  a 
l)enosteal  inflammation,  especially  when  connected  with  syphilis,  may 
lead  to  it. 

Before  leaving  the  general  subject  of  osteitis,  it  will  be  proper  to 
make  some  observations  on  the  absorption  of  bone.  We  have 
already  seen  in  the  case  of  rarefying  osteitis  and  caries  that  absorption 
of  bone  takes  place  by  means  of  the  osteoclasts  or  giant-cells,  and 
it  appears  further  that  whenever  bone  is  absorbed,  whether  it  be  dead 
bone  or  living,  the  same  agents  are  at  work.  When,  in  a  simple  frac- 
ture, a  considerable  piece  of  bone  is  separated  from  all  its  attachments 
and  all  its  blood-vessels  torn  across,  then  it  will  probably  die.  Ne- 
crosis does  not  occur  in  every  case,  as  the  observations  of  Macewen  on 
transplantation  of  bone  show  that  pieces  of  bone  removed  from  one 
person  to  another  may  survive  and  become  incorporated  in  their  new 
position.  But  in  order  to  their  survival,  the  jaieces  must  be  small,  so 
as  to  allow  of  ready  penetration  of  blood-vessels  into  their  medullary 
spaces.  When  pieces  of  considerable  size  are  broken  off  they  do  not 
survive.  Similarly  in  compound  fractures  pieces  of  bone  are  frequently 
separated  from  all  their  vascular  connections  and  may  be  seen  lying  in 
the  wound,  with  a  dead  white  colour  and  a  hard  feeling  when  touched, 
being  evidently  dead.  Or  again,  at  the  end  of  stumps  necrosis  of 
a  piece  of  the  bone  may  occur  from  osteomyelitis  or  otherwise.  Or, 
as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  periostitis  may  lead  to  extensive  ne- 
crosis. 

Now,  in  all  these  cases,  if  acute  suppurative  inflammation  be  averted, 
and  especially  if  septic  inflammation  be  kept  off,  the  dead  bone  may  be 
absorbed.  This  is  sometimes  seen  very  plainly  in  cases  of  compound 
fracture  where  a  piece  of  dead  bone  may  become  visibly  eaten  into  and 
replaced  by  vascular  granulations.  It  must  occur  frequently  in  simple 
fractures  and  at  the  ends  of  stumps.  It  is  also  not  uncommon  in 
necrosis  from^  periostitis,  but  it  will  not  occur  unless  the  inflammation 
be  moderate  in  intensity,  just  as  new-formation  occurs  only  in  chronic 
inflammations. 

The  absorption  is  eff-ected  by  the  osteoclasts.  If  a  piece  of  dead 
bone  which  has  been  partially  absorbed  be  examined,  its  surface  will 
be  seen  to  have  a  worm-eaten  appearance,  and,  under  the  microscope, 
this  IS  found  to  be  due  to  the  existence  of  innumerable  Howship's 
lacuna  (see  Fig.  319).  In  these  lacuna,  or  lying  beside  them,  giant- 
cells  are  to  be  seen,  and  sometimes  a  regular  row  of  such  cells  is 
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visible  as  if  feeding  on  the  bone.  Sometimes  they  are  nearly  buried  in 
flask-shaped  spaces  (see  Fig.  320). 
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Fie  319.- Section  of  a  piece  of  necrosed  bone  whicli  had  been  undergoing  ab- 
sorption The  margins  of  the  bone  at  the  medullary  spaces  and  Haversian  canals 
have  an  eaten-out  appearance  from  the  presence  of  Howship  s  lacuna,    x  bO. 


The  process  of  absorption  occurs  not  only  in  pieces  of  bone  «'l.ich 
in  -  boa.  but  in  pi^^^^^^^^  ^^.2:;^^  —  - 
therapeutic  purposes,  as  m  ivory  pe^s 
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drainage  tubes,  etc.  Here  also  the  bone  or  ivory  is  eaten  into,  and 
Howship's  lacnnie  with,  osteoclasts  are  visible.  Such  jiieces  of  dead 
and  macerated  bone  may  thus  be  completely  absorbed. 

By  a  similar  process  living  bone  IS  absorbed.  Where  an  aneur- 
ism advances  against  a  bone,  as  the  sternum  or  vertebrae,  and  erodes  it, 
the  destruction  of  the  bone  is  produced,  as  in  the  other  case,  by  osteo- 
clasts. So  is  it  also  when  a  tumour  advances  against  a  bone  and  erodes 
it,  although  it  is  necessary  to  exclude  from  the  category  the  case  of 
certain  tumours  Avhich,  as  we  shall  see  afterwards,  may  originate  in  the 
bone  itself,  and  cause  destruction  of  the  bone  by  softening  occurring 
around  the  bone-corpuscles  which  give  origin  to  the  tissue  of  the 
tumour. 

It  is  necessary  to  add  to  all  this  that  although  osteoclasts  in  the  form 
of  giant-cells  appear  to  be  the  chief  agents  in  the  destruction  of  bone, 
both  dead  and  living,  and  both  in  the  physiological  growth  of  bone  and 
under  the  command  of  pathological  processes,  yet  that  absorption  may ' 
be  produced  by  other  agents.  We  have  seen  how  in  osteomalacia 
there  is  destruction  without  giant  cells,  and  we  have  also  seen  how  by 
canalization  there  may  be  rarefaction  of  the  bone  without  giant 
cells. 

We  may  now  enter  more  specifically  on  the  individual  Forms  of 
Inflammation  in  which  the  bone  is  involved,  and  it  will  perhaps  illus- 
trate the  matter  if  we  take  up  first  the  processes  concerned  in  the  heal- 
ing of  fractures. 

Healing  of  simple  fractures.— As  we  have  seen,  this  occurs 
mainly  by  the  formation  of  callus,  and  we  have  to  consider  how  this 
callus  is  formed.  At  the  time  of  fracture  the  periosteum  is  torn 
and,  to  some  extent,  raised  from  the  surface.  The  marrow  is  also  torn 
across.  Blood  is  effused,  but  it  generally  gets  diffused,  and  if  it  exer- 
cises any  influence  on  the  further  course  of  events  it  is  by  keeping  the 
parts  separate  and  interfering  with  the  healing  process.  The  blood, 
however,  usually  offers  little  obstacle,  and  is  either  absorbed  or  dis- 
placed by  the  new-formed  tissue.  The  periosteum  around  the  broken 
ends  becomes  vascular  and  swollen,  and  by  an  inflammatory  process  is 
converted  mto  granulation  tissue.  A  similar  process  occurs  in  the 
medulla  and  here  too  the  tissue  is  replaced  by  inflammatory  struc- 
tures.   More  slowly,  a  rarefying  osteitis  causes  the  enlargement  of  the 
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Havei-sian  canals  and  medullary  spaces,  and  these  also  are  filled  will, 
granulation  tissue. 

The  next  process  is  the  new-formation  of  mature  tissue,  and  the 
amount  of  tissue  formed  and  its  kind  are  determined  by  circumstances, 
[f  the  bones  are  kept  very  fixed  then  there  is  comparatively  little  in- 
flammation, and  the  amount  of  granulation  tissue  produced  is  small. 
The  granulation  tissue  under  these  circumstances  forms  new  bone,  in 
the  way  already  described  (formative  osteitis).  In  the  periosteum,  in 
the  marrow,  and  between  the  ends  of  the  bone,  the  osteoblasts  set  t-, 
work  and  produce  bone.  This  bone  is  at  first  in  the  form  of  narrou 
trabecule,  and  the  CALLUS  thus  formed  consists  of  soft  tissue  in  which 
are  narrow  trabeculse  of  bone.  According  to  its  situation  the  call 
is  called  external,  internal  or  intermediary.  The  external  call 
encloses  the  broken  ends  in  a  sheath,  the  internal  forms  a  rod  unitii 
them,  the  intermediary,  formed  in  the  widened  canals  and  spaces  of 
the  bone  itself,  passes  from  one  broken  end  to  the  other  and  so  unites 
them  in  detail.  If  the  bone  has  not  been  kept  rigidly  fixed  the  amount 
of  granulation  tissue  and  of  callus  is  large,  and  especially  the  external 
callus,  in  which  a  large  number  of  narrow  trabeculse  of  bone  are  formed. 
When  the  rigidity  is  very  imperfectly  preserved,  then,  instead  of  the 
granulation  tissue  forming  bone,  it  develops  into  fibrous  tissue  and 
cartilage.  This  occurs  almost  uniformly  in  the  fractures  of  animals,  but 
is  sometimes  seen  also  in  man,  especially  in  fractures  of  the  ribs  where 
it  is  difficult  to  prevent  a  certain  amount  of  movement.  Fig.  313,  p. 
793,  was  taken  from  a  case  of  multiple  fractures  in  an  insane  person, 
in  whom  the  existence  of  the  fractures  was  unknown,  and  no  attempt 
made  to  keep  the  bones  at  rest.  We  have  already  seen  that  cartilage, 
connective  tissue,  and  bony  trabeculse  are  all  represented. 

AVhen  the  bone  has  become  fully  united  the  parts  of  the  callus  not 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  continuity  of  the  bone  are  dis- 
l^osed  of.  The  intermediary  callus  becomes,  for  the  most  j)art,  the  per- 
manent bond  of  union,  while  the  external  and  internal  disappear  except 
in  so  far  as  they  are  needed  to  fill  up  gaps  where  the  bones  have  not 
been  exactly  in  apjjosition.  Sometimes  the  hones  are  considerably  out 
of  position,  and  a  large  amount  of  new  bone  remains  permanently  as 
the  bond  of  union. 


Periostitis. — The  periosteum  is  inflamed  under  somewhat  various 
circumstances.  Chronic  periostitis  is  a  frequent  consequence  of  in- 
flammation in  joints  and  of  necrosis  of  bone  ;  it  occasionally  results  even 
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from  ulcers  of  the  skin  when  situated  immediately  over  a  bone  which 
has  little  more  than  the  skin  covering  it,  as  for  instance  the  tibia.  The 
periosteum  is  the  seat  of  granulation  tissue  which,  as  time  goes  on,  is 
developed  into  mature  tissue.  In  some  cases,  and  especially  in  old 
rheumatic  affections  of  the  joints  and  under  ulcers  of  the  skin,  the  new- 
tissue  formed  is  cicatricial  connective  tissue,  so  that  the  bone  is  covered 
with  a  dense  hypertrophied  periosteum.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  how- 
ever, and  this  applies  to  most  inflammations 
of  the  joints,  the  inflamed  periosteum  produces 
new  bone  and  the  osteoblasts  add  irregular 
outgrowths  of  bone  to  the  surface.  In  this 
way  we  have  localized  thickenings  of  the  bone 
which  are  sometimes  designated  hyperostoses, 
or  periostoses  (see  Fig.  321).  The  new-forma- 
tion of  bone  may  even  extend  out  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  bone,  and  we  may  have 
the  joint  locked  by  projecting  bony  outgrowths, 
which  sometimes  coalesce,  forming  a  synostosis. 

Suppurative  Periostitis  occurs  in  two 
forms.  There  is  a  rare  form  in  which  a  rapid 
suppuration  occurs  vnth  gangrene  of  the  perios- 
teum and  acute  inflammation  around.  With 
this  MALIGNANT  PERIOSTITIS  there  are  some- 
times associated  pysemic  lesions  in  the  lungs 
and  elsewhere.  In  this  disease  micrococci  are 
found  in  the  pus  which  forms  beneath  and 
around  the  periosteum,  as  well  as  in  the  blood- 
vessels in  the  metastatic  inflammations.  The 
disease  is  thus  an  infective  one,  although  the 
mode  of  entrance  of  the  organisms  is  just  as 
obscure  as  in  the  case  of  ulcerative  endocar- 
ditis. 

Simple  Acute  Periostitis  occurs  mostly 
in  weakly  children  as  the  result  of  a  blow 
or  other  injury,  and  it  takes  place  most  fre- 

.1      •      .1      1  1  .  1     .  ,  ,     Fig.  321.— Hyperostosis  iu  tlie 

quently  m  tne    bone  which  is  most  exposed  bones  of  the  leg  and  foot  in  ele- 

to  such  injuries,  namely,  the  tibia.    The  in- 

flammation  affects  the  subperiosteal  layer  and  the  subjacent  bone 
chiefly.  At  first  there  is  swelling  from  inflammatory  infiltration  of  the 
periosteum,  and,  if  the  inflammation  does  not  resolve,  then  suppuration 
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ensues.  The  pus  collects  between  the  periosteum  and  tlie  bone  and 
raises  the  former  over  a  certain  area.  The  bone  thus  denuded  of  its 
periosteum  dies,  as  the  nutrient  vessels  passing  into  the  bone  are 
severed.  The  subsequent  events  connect  themselves  with  the  necrosis 
of  the  bone,  and  will  be  considered  afterwards  under  that  heading. 

Osteomyelitis. — This  name  is  given  to  inflammation  of  the  bone- 
marrow,  and  it  occurs  very  rarely  as  a  spontaneous  or  independent 
disease.  There  are  cases  of  malignant  osteomyelitis  which  are 
strictly  comparable  to  malignant  periostitis,  and '  in  which  also  micro- 
cocci have  been  found.  A  general  pysemic  condition  may  develop 
also  in  this  disease.  TRAUMATIC  osteomyelitis  arises  as  a  septic 
inflammation  in  connection  with  compound  fractures  and  amputations. 
The  marrow  becomes  swollen  from  inflammatory  hyperaemia  and 
infiltration,  and  ultimately  abscesses  may  form.  This  disease  is  of 
importance  for  two  reasons.  The  suppurating  marrow  may  induce 
necrosis  of  the  bone,  or  it  may  be  the  starting  point  of  a  pyaemia, 
the  infective  organisms  getting  into  the  open-mouthed  veins  of  the 
bone  and  extending  inwards. 


NECROSIS  OF  BONE. 

This  name  implies  the  death  of  a  portion  of  bone,  and  we  have 
already  considered  some  of  the  ways  in  which  it  may  be  brought 
about.    It  may  be  by  periostitis  or  osteomyebtis,  or  by  direct  violence. 
We  have  seen  also  hoAv  in  some  cases  the  piece  of  dead  bone  is  ab- 
sorbed.   But  in  many  cases  absorption  does  not  occur,  chiefly  where 
an  acute  inflammation  exists  around.    Whether  absorption  occurs  or 
not,  the  first  occurrence  is  the  separation  of  the  dead  bone  from 
THE  LIVING,  and  this  is  eff"ected  by  an  inflammatory  process.  The. 
dead  bone  by  its  mere  mechanical  presence  sets  up  an  inflammation 
around  it.    By  means  of  a  rarefying  osteitis  the  Haversian  canals  and 
medullary  spaces  enlarge,  and  the  bone  immediately  around  the  dead 
piece  being  replaced  by  granulation  tissue,  the  necrosed  portion  becomes 
a  SEQUESTRUM.    The  process  of  absorption  may,  as  we  have  seen,  pro- 
ceed to  attack  the  dead  piece,  which  may  completely  disappear.  But 
this  presumes  that  the  sequestrum  is  itself  non-irritating,  and  that 
the  cxranulation  tissue  is  not  stimulated  to  suppuration.    In  many  cases 
these  conditions  are  not  fulfilled.   The  acute  inflammation  which  caused 
the  necrosis  may  continue,  or  a  septic  inflammation  may  extend  from  a 
wound  communicating  with  the  dead  piece  of  bone,  it  may  be  after  the 
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opening  of  an  abscess  in  periostitis  or  otherwise ;  in  either  case  sup- 
puration may  occur  in  the  granulations  around  the  sequestrum,  and  this 
is  fatal  to  the  absorption  of  the  dead  bone. 

In  these  cases  we  have  a  considerable  area  of  inflammation  around 
the  sequestrum,  and  in  this  area  of  inflammation  we  have  both  new- 
formation  and  destruction  of  bone.  The  surrounding  bone  is  opened 
out  by  rarefying  osteitis.  At  the  same  time  the  periosteum  or  endosteum 
produces  new  bone,  so  that  the  bone  as  a  whole  is  thickened  and  the 
sequestrum  is  covered  in  by  a  mass  of  soft  bone  like  callus.  The 
commonest  cause  of  necrosis  is  jjeriostitis,  and  the  sequestrum  in  that 
case  is  on  the  surface  of  the  bone,  and  the  periosteum  is  raised  in  the 
original  suppuration.  This  raised  periosteum  produces  a  shell  of  new 
bone  as  just  mentioned,  and  if  thd  necrosis  be  considerable  this  shell  of 
new  bone  may  exercise  the  function  of  support  instead  of  the  bone. 
In  this  shell  there  are  very  commonly  apertures  through  which  the  pus 
of  the  original  suppuration  has  passed,  and  through  which  the  pus  of 
the  existing  suppuration  finds  exit.  Such  an  aperture  is  called  a  CLOACA, 
and  it  is  usually  by  enlarging  the  existing  cloacae  that  the  sequestrum 
is  removed. 

Phosphorus-necrosis.— This  condition  occurs  chiefly  in  persons 
who  are  employed  in  workshops  where  lucifer  matches  are  manufactured, 
and  who  are  thus  exposed  to  the  vapour  of  phosphorus.  The  vapour 
acts  locally,  on  the  jaws  chiefly,  and  it  is  said  that  persons  with  carious 
teeth  are  particularly  hable  to  be  affected.  The  phosphorus  produces 
an  inflammation  mainly  of  the  periosteum,  resulting  in  a  great  new- 
formation  of  cancellated  bone  on  the  surface  of  the  jaw.  This  bone 
may  afterwards  become  condensed  by  the  ossification  encroaching  on  the 
medullary  spaces.  After  a  time  the  inflammation  leads  to  suppuration, 
and  the  pus  forms  between  the  new-formed  bone  and  the  original  bone 
of  the  jaw.  From  this  results  a  necrosis  of  the  jaw  which  may  involve 
the  entire  bone,  and  be  accompanied  also  by  necrosis  of  the  new-formed 
bone.  The  resulting  suppurations  are  usually  fatal  in  their  results,  but 
after  removal  of  the  sequestrum  healing  may  occur. 

From  the  observations  of  Wegner  it  appears  that  phosphorus  acts  as 
a  general  stimulant  to  the  structures  concerned  in  the  formation  of  bone. 
The  phosphorus  vapour  acting  directly  stimulates  so  violently  as  to 
produce  the  mflammation  and  necrosis  just  described,  and  this  result 
has  been  produced  also  in  rabbits  exposed  to  the  vapour  of  phosphorus 
men  given  m  small  doses  internally,  phosphorus  produces  in  growing 
animals  a  distinct  stimulation  of  the  process  of  formation  of  bone  In 
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such  cases  tho  bono  i)roiliicc(l  at  the  ossifying  border  of  the  cartilage  is 
not  a  spongy  bone,  but  a  dense  layer,  and  there  is  also  an  unusual!) 
dense  bono  produced  beneath  the  periosteum.  It  is  noteworthy  that  in 
growing  animals  to  whom  small  doses  of  phosphorus  were  given,  while 
Lsufficient  quantities  of  hme  were  supplied,  there  was  a  great  prodiu 
tion  of  osteoid  tissue,  somewhat  like  that  produced  in  rickets. 


SYPHILITIC  AFFECTIONS  OF  BONE. 

These  lesions  have  nearly  always  their  seat  of  origin  in  the  peri- 
osteum, although  the  subjacent  bone  may  be  simultaneously  involved. 
The  condition  may  be  briefly  described  by  stating  that  gummata  are 
produced,  while  inflammation  occurs  around.  The  existence  of  the 
aummata  is  sufficient  indication  that  the  lesions  are  of  the  tertiary 

Gummata  of  the  usual  structure  are  produced  in  the  internal  layers 
of  the  periosteum,  and  there  is  thickening  of  the  periosteum  around. 
This  membrane  being  tightly  stretched  over  the  tumour,  the  swelhng  is 
hard  to  the  feeling,  but  often  with  a  certain  elastic  resistance,  ihe 
aumma  undergoes  caseous  metamorphosis  in  its  central  parts,  but 
Advances  peripherally,  and  as  it  advances  against  the  bone  xt  causes 
erosion  of  it.    The  advance  is  in  the  first  instance  along  the  vessels,  and 
as  erosion  occurs  around  them  a  worm-eaten  appearance  is  produced  m 
the  bone.    Beneath  the  gumma,  which  has  most  frequently  its  seat  on 
the  bones  of  the  skull,  especially  the  frontal  bone  there  may  be  thus 
considerable  loss  of  substance,  so  that  even  the  entire  thickness  of  the 
2   may  be  penetrated.    The  caseous  material  often  undergoes  soften- 
ng  anTsuppuration  ensues.    If  great  care  is  not  taken  m  evaciiating 
h  Ibtesfat  an  early  date,  there  may  be  very  obstinate  a^d  e^en 
extending  ulcers  produced.     Without  ulceration  '^^  J^^^^^l 
undergo  resolution,  and  a  cicatricial  depression  result,  oi  after  ulceia 

"°^^:r^^^^^^^^^^  immediately  related  to  the  gumma,  tl.re 

athickening  of  the  ^  by  i— ^ 
0?  the  periosteum.  _  This  is  much  less  co—  th  skidl^n  m 

long  bones,  especially  f^^^/ J^^^  whose  surf ac 

to  a  very  striking  hypertrophy  of  the  bone,  ™« 

rouc^h  from  the  loss  of  substance  m  some  parts,  and  the  nie^ulai 
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formation  in  others.  The  bone  around  the  syiDhilitic  defect  or  ulcer  is 
dense  bone,  and  in  this  respect  contrasts  very  markedly  with  that 
around  the  ulceration  in  caries. 

Hereditary  syphilis  leads  to  certain  important  changes  in  the 
bones  which  have  been  described  chiefly  by  Wegner.  These  changes 
consist  mainly  in  a  stimulation  of  the  ossifying  structures  of  the  bone, 
while  the  proper  process  of  ossification  is  imperfectly  effected.  In 
certain  respects,  therefore,  they  show  some  analogy  to  the  changes 
in  rickets,  but  differ  from  them,  as  we  shall  see,  in  detail.  They 
also  differ  in  respect  that  the  principal  changes  in  syphilis  are  con- 
genital ,and  are  to  be  seen  in  their  typical  form  in  the  long  bones 
of  still-born  syphilitic  foetuses.  These  changes  may  even  be  used  to 
diagnose  the  existence  of  congenital  syphilis. 

In  the  cranial  bones  there  are  frequently  changes,  mainly  affecting 
the  periosteum,  but  they  are  by  no  means  constant,  and  are  to  be 
distinguished  from  those  in  the  long  bones  which  are  more  distinctive 
of  syphilis.  These  changes  in  the  periosteum  consist  in  slight  inflam- 
matory processes,  leading  to  thickenings  with  softening  of  the  bone. 
They  are  of  importance  as  being  probably  the  cause  of  CRANIOTABES, 
which  appears  to  be  a  frequent  concomitant  of  hereditary  syphilis. 
This  condition  is  brought  about  when  a  child  with  bones  affected  as 
above  is  in  the  habit  of  lying  with  one  part  of  its  head  resting  on  a 
support ;  in  that  case  the  bone  is  apt  to  give  way,  and  the  brain  to  be 
covered  merely  by  soft  parts. 

In  the  long  bones  the  changes  occur  at  the  ossifying  margin  of  the 
cartilage.  We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  normal  bone  the  border 
of  ossification  is  a  narrow  line,  the  transition  zone  occupying  little 
space  and  forming  a  straight  transverse  hue.  In  congenital  syphilis 
this  is  altered,  and  for  convenience  of  description  Wegner  distinguishes 
three  stages ;  these  may  be  followed  in  the  bones  divided  longitudinally, 
so  as  to  show  cartilage,  ossifying  border,  and  bone,  in  section. 

In  the  first  stage  the  ossifying  border  is  not  Hnear,  but  forms  a  zone 
about  the  twelfth  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  and  of  a  whitish  or  reddish 
white  glancing  appearance.  In  this  zone  microscopic  examination 
shows  an  excessive  proliferation  of  the  cartilage  cells,  which,  with  the 
matnx,  have  become  calcified  as  if  in  preparation  for  ossification,  but 
this  process  has  not  been  completed. 

_  In  the  second  stage  the  zone  is  about  twice  the  breadth  of  that 
in  the  first  stage,  being  occupied  as  before  by  calcified  and  pro- 
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liferated  cartilage.  The  boundaries  of  this  zone  in  both  directions 
are  very  irregular,  the  calcified  cartilage  on  the  one  hand  sending 
papillary-like  projections  into  the  hyaline  cartilage  above,  and  being 
encroached  upon  by  the  irregularly  ossifying  margin  below.  Blood- 
vessels occur  in  the  midst  of  the  cartilage,  and  these  are  often  sur- 
rounded by  fibrous  tissue  instead  of  the  proper  foetal  marrow.  In  this 
dense  tissue  a  direct  ossification  may  occur,  a  formation  of  bone  without 
the  agency  of  the  foetal  medulla. 

In  the  third  stage  we  have  again  the  calcified  zone,  which,  however, 
is  more  brittle  than  formerly.    Above  it  the  cartilage  is  swollen  and 
■  blue  as  in  rickets,  and  beneath  it  there  is  a  zone  not  represented  in  the 
previous  stages.    It  has  a  greyish  red  or  yellow  appearance,  resembling 
granulation  tissue  or  pus,  and  is  exceedingly  soft  so  as  almost  to 
dissolve  the  continuity  of  the  bone.    This  zone  actually  consists  of 
granulation  tissue,  and  appears  to  be  the  result  of  a  reactive  inflamma- 
tion induced  by  the  condition  of  the  zone  above.    This,  the  calcified 
zone,  shows  no  longer  well-formed  cartilage  cells;  these  have  shrun- 
ken and  become  ill-shaped  like  the  cells  in  caseous  material.  It 
appears,  indeed,  as  if  the  calcified  cartilage  had  become  necrosed,  and 
by  its  irritation  had  set  up  the  inflammation  in  the  medulla  beneath 
This  condition  has  suggested  the  question,  whether  the  separation  of 
the  epiphyses,  which  is  sometimes  met  with  in  young  children,  may 
not  be  due  to  congenital  syphiHs.  .  ,  , 

It  is  to  be  noted  that,  so  far  as  known,  these  affections  of  the  bones 
have  their  origin  during  intra-uterine  life,  although  they  may  continue 
and  perhaps  develop  further  after  birth.  It  is  even  possible  that  future 
observation  may  show  that  they  can  originate  after  birth. 

In  regard  to  the  bones  affected,  the  order  of  frequency  given  by 
Wegner  is,  lower  end  of  femur,  lower  ends  of  bones  of  leg  and  forearm 
and  upper  end  of  tibia,  upper  ends  of  femur  and  fibula  much  more  sel- 
dom than  upper  end  of  radius  and  ulna ;  and  most  rarely  the  lower  end 
of  the  humerus.  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  disease  is  usually  mul- 
tiple being  present  in  several  bones  simultaneously  ;  and  the  various 
stages  ma^  be  seen  in  the  same  person,  the  disease  being  variously 
advanced  in  different  parts. 
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TUBERCULAR  OR  SCROFULOUS  DISEASE  OF  BONE. 

This  connects  itself  in  a  majority  of  cases  with  similar  diseases  of 
joints,  under  which  heading  it  will  again  be  considered.  But  apart  from 
the  joints  we  may  find  it  in  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  in  the  bones  of 
the  carpus  and  tarsus,  etc.  The  disease  manifests  itself  as  a  rarefying 
osteitis  with  caseous  necrosis.  The  opened-out  spongy  tissue  is  filled 
vnth  granulation  tissue,  and  in  the  midst  of  this  tissue  tubercles  of 
regular  structure  are  to  be  found.  The  tubercles  in  the  midst  of  the 
granulation  tissue  indicate  the  true  nature  of  the  disease,  and  it  is 
therefore  proper  to  recur  to  the  older  designation,  tuberculosis  of 
bone,  rather  than  to  use  the  term  scrofulous  disease. 

In  many  cases  the  disease  goes  on  to  suppuration,  but  it  is  a  chronic 
process,  and  the  abscesses  which  result  are  cold  abscesses ;  these,  in  the 
case  of  the  vertebrse,  may  attain  a  considerable  size.  The  destruction  of 
the  bone  and  substitution  of  soft  granulation  tissue  causes  the  structure 
to  lose  greatly  its  power  of  bearing  pressure.  As  the  bodies  of  the 
vertebrae  are  exposed  to  considerable  pressure,  they  very  often  become 
in  this  disease  crushed  together,  and  an  acute  curvature  (antero-posterior) 
is  the  result.  Although  the  disease  is  tubercular,  it  is  capable  of  heal- 
ing, and  in  that  case  the  granulation  tissue  forms  new  bone,  often  dense, 
so  that  the  structure  is  firmer  and  heavier  than  it  was  originally.  If 
collapse  of  the  vertebrae  has  occurred,  then  the  healing  will  make  per- 
manent the  loss  of  substance,  and  confirm  the  curvature. 

SPINAL  CURVATURES. 

Introductory. — The  spinal  column  is  composed  of  vertebrae  whose 
bodies  are  separated  by  elastic  fibro-cartilages.  The  vertebrae  arti- 
culate with  each  other  at  four  other  points,  two  on  the  upper  and 
two  on  the  lower  surface  of  the  arch.  The  vertebrae  are  also  bound 
together  by  firm  ligaments  in  front  of  and  behind  their  bodies. 
The  efi"ect  of  these  various  connections  is  that,  even  when  the  spine  is 
separated  from  all  its  attachments  except  the  ligaments,  it  retains  its 
form  to  a  large  extent,  and  its  natural  conformation  may  be  studied 
after  its  removal  from  the  body. 

When  seen  in  profile  the  spine  presents  the  well-known  antero- 
posterior curves,  the  convexity  being  forwards  in  the  cervical  and 
lumbar  regions,  and  backwards  in  the  dorsal.  These  curves  are  capable 
of  considerable  variation  in  the  movements  of  the  body.    The  whole  of 
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the  curves  may  be  obliterated  and  converted  into  a  general  convexitj^ 
backwards  by  stooping  forwards,  as  when,  with  the  arms  extended  and 
the  legs  straight,  an  attempt  is  made  to  tonch  the  toes  with  the  tips  of 
the  fingers.    By  arching  the  body  backwards  the  dorsal  curve  may  be 
partially  obliterated,  and  a  general  convexity  forwards  produced.  It 
appears,  therefore,  that  the  spine  is  capable  of  considerable  antero- 
posterior movement.    These  antero-posterior  movements  imply  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  compressibility  of  the  intervertebral  cartilages.  The 
combined  cartilages  occupy  about  a  fifth  of  the  entire  length  of  the 
spinal  column,  and  their  compressibility  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  during  the  retention  of  the  erect  posture  the  entire  length  of  the 
column  gradually  diminishes,  so  that  the  stature  is  usually  half-an-inch 
to  three-quarters  less  at  night  than  in  the  morning.    This  is  believed  to 
be  due  chiefly  to  the  compression  of  the  cartilages,  which  recover 
at  night  when  the  recumbent  posture  is  assumed.    The  antero-posterior 
movement  of  the  spine  is  freest  in  the  cervical  and  lumbar  regions,  and 
most  limited  in  the  dorsal. 

The  spine  is  capable  to  a  much  more  limited  extent  of  lateral  move- 
ment.   The  articulating  processes,  bemg  situated  on  either  side  of  the 
arches,  prevent  any  considerable  lateral  deviation,  as  they  become  locked 
against  each  other  when  that  occurs.    If  the  surfaces  of  these  processes 
were  horizontal,  facing  one  another  above  and  below,  then  they  might 
allow  of  freer  lateral  movement,  but  the  more  they  assume  the  perpen- 
dicular position,  and  the  more  they  face  inwards  and  outwards,  the 
o-reater  is  the  impediment  to  lateral  movement.    It  will  be  found  that 
on  passing  from  above  downwards  the  articidating  surfaces  assume  more 
and  more  of  a  perpendicular  position.    In  the  cervical  region  they  are 
oblique,  and  face  slightly  inwards  and  outwards  ;  in  the  dorsal  they  are 
more  perpendicular  and  face  nearly  forwards  and  backwards,  while  m 
the  lumbar  region  they  are  nearly  perpendicular,  and  face  each  other 
nearly  inwards  and  outwards.    In  this  way  it  occurs  that  whde  lateral 
movement  is  limited  in  all  regions  it  is  almost  impossible  m  the  lumbar 

region.  .       .  .        -i  i  . 

For  a  similar  reason,  twisting  of  the  spine  on  its  axis  is  possible  to  a 

very  limited  extent.  ,      i  i 

The  question  of  the  existence  of  a  natural  lateral  curvature  has  been 
matter  of  dispute.    It  is  generally  stated  that  there  is  a  slight  latei^l 
deviation  to  the  right  in  the  upper  dorsal  region  and  this  is  usually 
ascribed  to  the  more  frequent  and  forcible  exertion  made  .ath  th 
"  ht  arm  ;  but  the  existence  of  this  curve  has  been  seriously  questioned 
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(Adams).  The  late  Dr.  Foulis  in  110  post-mortem  examinations  found 
lateral  deviation  in  no  less  than  58  cases.  He  did  not  observe  it 
specially  in  the  upper  dorsal  region  or  towards  the  right,  and  concluded 
that  it  was  due  to  the  positions  habitually  assumed  by  the  persons  at 
their  various  trades.  We  may  perhaps  conclude  that  normally  there  is 
no  lateral  curvature,  but  that  a  very  slight  permanent  deviation  is  often 
assumed  when  a  frequently  repeated  position  of  the  body  predisposes 
to  it. 

FoRJis  OF  Spinal  Curvature. — The  function  of  the  spine  is  to 
support  the  structures  attached  to  it,  and  to  hold  the  head  erect,  the 
latter  function  being  in  man  the  more  prominent  one.  Any  single 
curvature  of  the  spine  will  have  the  tendency  to  remove  the  head  from 
the  erect  position,  and  tilt  it  backwards  or  forwards  or  to  one  side,  and 
in  order  to  preserve  the  erect  position  there  is  required  a  curvature  in 
the  opposite  direction.  The  natural  antero-posterior  curves  are  in  this 
sense  mutually  compensatory,  the  lumbar  restores  the  position  lost  by 
the  sacral  curve,  and  the  cervical  that  of  the  dorsal.  When  abnormal 
curvatures  occur  there  is  a  tendency  to  a  similar  compensation,  so  that 
the  curvatures  may  be  divided  into  primary  and  secondary.  It  will  not 
be  necessary  to  consider  in  detail  the  secondary  curvatures  ;  their 
amount  and  direction  may  be  inferred  from  those  of  the  primary  ones. 
It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  there  are,  frequently,  several  secondary 
or  compensating  curves,  the  spine  presenting  several  sinuosities  in  order 
to  reach  the  stable  position  for  the  head. 

1.  Antero-posterior  Curvature. — There  are  two  quite  distinct 
forms  of  antero-posterior  curvature,  the  curve  in  the  one  form  being 
rounded,  and  mainly  an  exaggeration  of  the  natural  curvature,  and  in 
the  other  sharp  or  angular. 

(a)  Angular  curvature,  or  Pott's  disease  of  the  spine. — This 
depends  on  disease  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrse.  For  the  most  part  it 
is  a  local  tuberculosis  of  one  or  more  of  the  bodies  with  the  caseous 
necrosis  and  caries  described  above.  The  result  is  usually  a  slow  sup- 
puration with  psoas,  lumbar,  or  other  abscess.  The  softened  bodies 
of  the  vertebrse  give  way  under  the  superincumbent  weight,  and  the 
spine  is  bent  at  a  sharp  angle,  the  spinous  processes  becoming  unduly 
prominent  behind.  The  affection  of  the  bodies  may  be  unsymmetrical, 
and  if  collapse  be  more  at  one  side  than  the  other  the  angular  curvature 
will  not  be  exactly  antero-posterior.    This  form  of  curvature  is  more 


822 


DISEASES  OF  THE  BONES  AND  JOINTS. 


rarely  duo  to  traumatic  causes,  as  crushing  of  the  bodies  by  heavy  weights 
falling  on  the  head  or  back,  or  by  a  fall  from  a  height.  This  may  lead 
immediately  to  an  angular  curvature,  or  may  be  the  starting-point  of  a 
necrosis  and  suppurative  inflammation.  Even  tubercular  disease  of  the 
bodies  seems  often  to  have  its  starting  point  in  an  injury,  such  as  a  fall 
or  twist  of  the  spine,  such  injury  leading  to  this  result  only  in  pre- 
disposed persons.  In  the  majority  of  cases  Pott's  disease  occurs  in 
children,  tuberculosis  of  bone  being  commonest  in  early  life. 

If  healing  of  the  disease  of  the  bodies  occurs,  the  carious  bone 
becomes  firm,  but  the  loss  of  substance  by  the  collapse  of  the  bodies  is 
not  recovered,  and  the  bone  is  fixed  permanently  in  its  abnormal 
position.  The  new-formed  bone  may  be  even  firmer  than  the  old,  and 
if  several  bodies  have  been  diseased  there  may  be  anchylosis  of  them,  so 
that  a  piece  of  the  spine  is  absolutely  fixed. 

It  is  worthy  of  special  notice  that  angular  curvature  is  much  more 
obvious  in  the  dorsal  region  than  elsewhere,  as  it  here  increases  the 
natural  posterior  curvature.  In  the  cervical  and  lumbar  regions,  where 
the  natural  convexity  is  forwards,  there  may  be  a  rounded  posterior 
curvature  produced,  or,  even  with  extensive  disease,  there  may  be  very 
little  posterior  curvature  visible  externally. 

The  spinal  cord  is  not  generally  injured  by  angular  curvature,  but  in 
some  cases  it  is  crushed  and  interrupted.  It  may  be  so  even  during  the 
process  of  healing,  the  sclerosis  or  condensation  of  the  vertebrae  some- 
times causing  further  shrinking  and  increase  of  the  curvature. 

(b)  Kyphosis  or  Posterior  Curvature. — This  is  mainly  an  exag- 
geration of  the  normal  curvature  with  the  convexity  backwards  in  the 
dorsal  region,  and  is  due  chiefly  to  muscular  Aveakness  or  a  habit  of 
stooping.  It  is  most  frequent  in  children  and  old  people,  leading  in  its 
most  exaggerated  form  to  hump-back,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  to  round 
shoulders. 

(c)  Lordosis  or  Anterior  Curvature. — In  this  condition  the 
convexity  of  the  curve  is  forwards,  and  the  tendency  of  it  is  to  throw 
the  head  backwards.  It  is  most  common  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  in 
the  majority  of  cases  is  due  to  rickets.  Rickets  when  it  affects  the 
pelvis  causes  the  sacrum  to  assume  a  more  horizontal  position  than 
normal,  and  in  order  to  retain  the  erect  position  the  lumbar  anterior 
curve  is  exaggerated.  It  may  also  be  produced  by  congenital  disloca- 
tion of  the  hip- joint  (stated  by  Adams  to  be  of  considerable  frequency), 
and  anchylosis  of  the  hip.  There  may  be  also,  but  rarely,  a  direct 
lordosis  in  the  lumbar  region  from  rickets,  the  natural  curvature  bemg 
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increased  by  reason  of  the  softness  of  the  bones, 
cervical  regions  lordosis  is  very  uncommon. 


In  the  dorsal  and 


2.  Lateral  Curvature  or  Eotatory  Curvature. — In  the  intro- 
ductory section  we  have  seen  that  the  mechanism  of  the  spine  allows  of 
exceedingly  limited  lateral  deviation.  But  it  often  happens  that  from 
habitual  faulty  positions  at  work  or  otherwise  there  is  a  frequently 
repeated  tendency  to  lateral  deviation.  In  that  case,  as  a  direct 
displacement  is  not  possible,  there  may  be,  especially  in  persons  consti- 
tutionally weak,  a  deviation  with  partial  ROTATION  of  the  vertebrae. 
The  faulty  position  may  be  merely  the  result  of  a  bad  habit,  of  standing 
on  one  leg  for  instance,  so  as  to  cause  obliquity  of  the  pelvis ;  or  it  may 
be  from  sitting  in  a  constrained  position  at  study  or  manual  labour,  so 
that  either  the  pelvis  is  oblique  or  the  arms  are  used  particularly  in  one 
direction  so  as  to  displace  the  centre  of  gravity  to  one  side ;  or  there 
may  be  a  hysterical  contraction  of  the  muscles  of  the  scapula  lasting  for 
a  long  period  and  altering  the  centre  of  gravity ;  or  there  may  be  an 
obliquity  of  the  pelvis  from  one  leg  being  shorter  than  the  other,  as 
sometimes  in  rickets.  There  is  also 
softening  of  the  bones  in  rickets,  and 
very  severe  curvature  may  occur  when 
this  is  associated  with  obhquity  of  the 
pelvis. 

The  mechanism  of  this  rotation 
will  be  understood  from  the  accom- 
panying diagram  (Fig.  322).  The 
dark  outline  indicates  the  natural 
position  of  the  vertebra,  the  dark 
straight  lines  indicating  the  natural 
axis  and  the  direction  of  the  trans- 
verse processes.  When  rotation  oc- 
curs the  body  moves  round  so  as  to 
present  to  one  side  in  the  direction 
of  the  lines  aa  and  aa,  while  the  ,  Ji^v^s^.-Diagi-am  showins  rotation  of Ver- 

u/tK,       ±iij.D   uiic  tebra  m  lateral  curvature.    The  various  Unes 

spinous  process  deviates  Verv  b'ttlp  ^hov?  the  positions  of  the  body  and  transverse 

_       .      ^  processes  in  the  different  degrees  of  rotation, 

in  the  ngUre  the  centre  of  rotation  ^^^^  °^  rotation  is  behind  the  tip  of  the 

.    .     ,  T    1  .    T     ,        .  spinous  process,  where  the  three  lines  meet. 

IS  ]ust  behind  the  tip  of  the  spine,  (■^^'^Ms.) 

and  there  is  a  slight  deviation  of  it;  but  the  centre  of  rotation  may 
be  at  the  tip  of  the  spine,  and  with  very  marked  rotation  of  the  verte- 
brae, there  may  be  no  deviation  of  the  spines. 
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Lateral  rotatory  curvature  is  met  with  chieHy  in  the  dorsal  and 
lumbar  regions,  being,  as  a  rule,  much  more  extreme  in  the  former,  pro- 
bably from  the  greater  mobility  there.  There  is  usually  curvature  in 
both  these  regions,  the  two  curves  being  in  opposite  directions,  and  one 
of  them  in  a  certain  sense  secondary.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  to 
distinguish  rigidly  between  primary  and  secondary  curves,  as  the  two 
form  nearly  passu;  a  slight  deviation  to  one  side  will  result  in  a 
similar  curve  to  the  opposite  side,  and  they  will  increase  together. 

We  have  seen  above  in  connection  with  Fig.  322  that  the  plane  of 
the  transverse  processes  is  altered  by  the  rotation  of  the  vertebrae.  An 
examination  of  that  figure  will  show  that  the  transverse  process  on  the 
side  of  the  convexity  is  considerably  displaced  backwards,  and  in  actual 
cases  it  may  be  felt  projecting  under  the  skin.  If  the  curve  be  in  the 
dorsal  region  the  rib  will  be  similarly  displaced,  and  its  angle  especially 
will  project.    As  shown  in  Fig.  323,  the  rib  in  that  case  commonly 


Pig.  323. — Biaqrammatic  section  of  normal  chest  and  that  with 
rotatory  cui-vatiire.  In  the  latter  it  is  seen  that  the  body  of  the 
vertebra  is  rotated  into  the  right  side  of  the  chest,  the  rib  on  this 
side  turning  at  an  unduly  sharp  angle.  The  jM-ominence  of  the 
transverse  process  on  this  side  and  of  the  breast  on  the  opposite 
side  is  shown.  (Adams.) 

makes  a  sharp  curve  at  its  angle,  so  that  it  is  greatly  flattened  laterally. 
The  figure  also  shows  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  capacity  of  the  corres- 
ponding side  of  the  chest  is  greatly  diminished.  The  body  is  rotated 
into  that  side  of  the  chest  and  the  ribs  are  flattened  towards  the  ver- 
tebrjB,  these  conditions  sometimes  attaining  to  such  a  degree  that  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebrae  approach  the  internal  surfaces  of  the  ribs.  There 
is  consequently  great  reduction  in  the  capacity  of  this  side  of  the  chest, 
the  lung  being  correspondingly  compressed  and  curtailed  in  its  move- 
ments, ''it  will  be  seen  also  that  posteriorly  there  is  prominence  of  the 
angles  of  the  ribs  on  the  side  corresponding  with  the  convexity  of  the 
curve,  while  anteriorly  the  breast  on  the  opposite  side  is  prominent. 


TUMOURS  OF  BONE, 


825 


TUMOUES  OF  BONE. 

Osseous  Tumours.— In  view  of  the  fact  already  illustrated  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  that  inflammatory  processes  in  and  around  bone  lead 
frequently  to  new-formation  of  osseous  tissue,  it  is  not  remarkable  that 
there  are  certain  bony  growths  which  stand,  as  it  were,  on  the  border- 
land between  tumours  and  inflammatory  growths.  Some  of  these  have 
been  mentioned  at  p.  192  under  the  designations  hyperostosis  and  peri- 
ostosis.  In  these  cases  there  is  always  some  form  of  irritation  inducing 
the  new-formation,  and  the  new-bone  takes  origin  from  the  periosteum, 
so  that  it  is  applied  to  the  surface  of  the  existing  bone  forming  outr- 
growths  from  it.  The  irritation  may  have  its  origin  in  an  inflammation 
of  the  bone,  of  the  periosteum,  or  of  the  joints,  and  we  shall  see  after- 
wards that  diseases  of  joints,  especially  chronic  rheumatic  inflamma- 
tions, are  frequently  accompanied  by  new-growth  of  bone. 

Various  names  have  been  applied  according  to  the  circumstances  of 
these  bony  outgrowths  due  to  irritation  of  the  jDeriosteum.  The  name 
OSTEOPHYTE  is  given  when  there  are  numerous  small  elevations  of  the 
surface  without  any  considerable  thickening  of  the  bone ;  these  may 
have  a  figured  appearance  on  the  surface,  and  they  are  sometimes 
loosely  adherent  to  the  bone,  coming  off  with  tbe  periosteum  when  it  is 
removed.  Hyperostosis  is  a  general  enlargement  of  a  whole  bone,  or 
a  considerable  part  of  it,  with  roughness  and  tuberculation  of  the  surface, 
such  as  occurs  sometimes  in  a  long  bone  in  consequence  of  syphilis  or 
elephantiasis  (see  Fig.  321,  p.  813).  Such  a  hypertrophy  of  a  long  bone 
has  hardly  the  characters  of  a  tumour,  but  when  a  small  bone  is  thus 
enlarged  it  acquires  much  more  of  the  appearance  of  an  independent 
separate  growth. 

Exostosis  is  a  more  definite  tumour  of  bone,  an  outgroAvth  with  a 
Hmited  basis,  but  even  some  of  these  have  intimate  relations  to  irrita- 
tions of  bone.  This  applies  especially  to  multiple  exostoses,  which 
are  of  occasional  occurrence.  In  the  case  from  which  Fig.  324  is  taken 
(Virchow)  the  patient,  a  boy  ten  years  of  age,  had  suffered,  during  the 
course  of  three  years,  from  repeated  attacks  of  rheumatism  aflfecting 
the  joints  and  muscles.  The  result  was  the  formation  of  sixty-five 
exostoses  on  various  bones  of  the  body.  Exostoses  also  occur  not 
infrequently  at  the  insertion  of  tendons,  growing  into  the  latter  and 
sometimes  even  separate  from  the  bones.  These  are  connected  in 
their  origin  with  the  contraction  of  powerful  muscles,  occurring  chiefly 
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where  such  muscles  are  inserted,  and  sometimes  induced  by  specially 
violent  exercise  of  the  muscles. 

The  more  simple  exostoses  have  been  already  considered  at  p.  191. 

The  name  Osteoid  Chondroma  has  been  given  by  Virchow  to  a 
form  of  tumour  which  merits  a  more  special  description.    The  tumour 
is  composed  essentially  of  tissue  such  as  we  find  in  the  deep  layer  of  the 
periosteum  of  a  growing  bone,  or  in  callus,  its  main  constituents  being 
osteoblasts.     The  cells  are  smaller  than  cartilage  cells  and  mostly 
round,  but  they  do  not  possess  a  capsule.    There  is  a  dense  inter- ' 
cellular  substance  which  has  a  somewhat  fibrous  appearance.    In  the 
midst  of  the  tissue  bits  of  true  cartilage  may  be  found.    Being  formed 
of  tissue  analogous  to  that  which  is  preliminary  to  ossification  it  fre- 
quently undergoes  calcification  and  even  true  conversion  into  bone.  The 
tumours  form,  mostly,  under  the  periosteum  of  the  long  bones  and  their 
seat  of  election  is  the  lower  end  of  the  femur  or  the  upper  end  of  the  tibia, 
originating  probably  in  the  layer  of  osteoblasts  there,  and  they  may  grow 
to  large  dimensions.    They  thus  form  club-shaped  expansions  of  the  long 
bones  (Fig.  325).    On  section  the  tissue  is  found  to  be  dense,  and  it 
is  found  to  be  osseous  or  calcareous  on  passing  deeply,  where  it  is  incorpo- 
rated with  the  bone.    The  medullary  cavity  of  the  bone  is  often  filled 
with  new-formed  bone.    This  form  of  tumour  sometimes  presents  a  ten- 
dency to  become  sarcomatous,  and  even  without  that  it  may  recur  after 
removal. 

Sarcomas  in  connection  with  bone  are  a  very  important  group  of 
tumours.  As  the  sarcomas  are  of  a  connective-tissue  structure,  so  they 
originate  from  connective  tissue.  The  marrow  and  the  periosteum 
beino-  connective-tissue  structures  we  may  have  sarcomas  origmatmg 
from  them,  but  the  bone  also  is  a  connective  tissue,  and  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  it  also  may  give  origin  to  sarcomas.  We  may 
therefore  distinguish  sarcomas  according  as  they  have  a  central  (myelo- 
genous), interstitial  (osseous),  or  peripheral  (periosteal)  origm._  _ 

Of  the  Myelogenous  Sarcomas  the  most  characteristic  is  the 
myeloid  or  giant-celled  sarcoma,  already  sufficiently  considered.  But  we 
also  meet  with  central  round-celled  sarcomas  or  even  spmdle-celled  saij 
comas  The  central  sarcomas  originating  in  the  medulla  of  the  cancellated 
tissue  or  in  that  of  the  shaft  of  a  bone,  usually  destroy  the  external 
shell  of  bone  as  they  grow.  In  this  way  they  ^-q-ntly  -^^^ 
face  and  may  even  work  themselves  into  surrounding  tissue.    In  some 
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Fig.  325. 


Fig.  324.--Multiple  exostoses  of  femur,  tibia,  and  fibula.  These 
are  grouped  towards  the  ends  of  the  diaphyses.  At  its  lower 
end  the  fibula  Is  flattened  by  the  exostoses  gi-owiug  out  from 

1^1  ^  y^'"''^  of  age-    One  third  the  natural 

size.  ^ViRCHOw.) 

A+^L^^^'""^^*®"^'^  chondroma  of  the  tibia,  divided  obliquely. 
W«  tumour  has  sun-ounded  the  carti- 

duPfiH  T^f  knee  and  new-fonned  cartilages  have  been  pro- 
of Wv  n^^^'^^^yi^^''  "^""o  i«  condensed  by  the  new-formation 
ot  bony  masses.    From  a  boy  13  years  of  age.  (Virchow.) 
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tumours  which  arc  usually  regarded  as  central,  it  is  not  certain  that  the 
destruction  of  the  bone  occurs  entirely  by  the  tumour  acting  on  it. 
Considering  that  the  bone  corpuscles  are  but  modified  medullary  cells, 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  also  take  part  in  the  tumour  formation.  As 
we  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  the  myeloid  tumour,  there  may  be  a 
new-formation  of  bone  at  the  same  time  as  the  destruction,  and  so  the 
tumour  may  acquire  a  bony  shell  after  the  destruction  of  the  proper 
external  shell  of  the  bone. 

The  sarcomas  of  interstitial  growth  do  not  form  such  a  definite 
group.    It  has  been  customary  to  regard  sarcomas  of  bone  as  originat- 
ing either  in  the  medulla  or  periosteum,  but  Ziegler  has  shown  that  the 
tissue  of  a  sarcoma  may  take  origin  directly  from  the  bone  corpuscles. 
Tumours  taking  origin  in  this  way  will  in  the  first  instance  replace  the 
bone,  and  they  may  grow  to  a  considerable  size,  simply  occupying  the 
place  of  the  bone.    In  a  preparation  in  the  museum  of  the  Western 
Infirmary  the  entire  humerus  of  both  arms  is  replaced  by  a  soft  sar- 
coma, which  occupies  the  place  of  the  bone,  although  larger  than  it  in 
circumference.  It  is  only  at  the  extremities  that  any  of  the  bone  remains, 
and  here  the  appearance  is  not  as  if  the  bone  were  being  destroyed  by 
a  myelogenous  tumour,  but  as  if  it  were  actually  expanding  into  the 
tumour.    A  tumour  of  soft  tissue  replacing  the  bone  will  readily  lead  to 
fracture,  and  in  the  case  referred  to  the  first  indication  of  any  dis- 
ease of  the  bone  was  a  spontaneous  fracture.    These  sarcomas  are 
usually  soft  tumours  whose  cells  are  mostly  round  and  generally 
small. 

The  PERIOSTEAL  sarcoma  is  usually  composed  of  spindle  cells,  and 
such  tumours  may  grow  around  a  bone,  extending  outwards  for  a  con- 
siderable distance.  We  have  seen  also  that  sometimes  a  myeloid 
tumour  takes  origin  in  the  periosteum  of  the  jaw,  forming  an  epulis. 
Of  peculiar  interest  here  is  the  tumour  named  the  osteoid  sarcosu. 
This  tumour  is  that  which  by  Paget  and  others  has  been  well  described 
as  osteoid  cancer.  It  shows  some  relation  to  the  osteoid  chondroma  in 
respect  that  its  cells  are  like  those  of  the  ossifying  layer  of  the  perios- 
teum. In  the  osteoid  sarcoma,  however,  the  cells  are  more  abundant 
and  less  regular,  and  they  produce  bone  more  uniformly.  The  tumour, 
in  fact,  usually  presents  the  appearance  of  a  dense  mass  of  bone  of  ivory 
hardness,  on  the  surface  of  which  there  is  a  layer  of  fibrous-lookmg 
tissue  This  layer  is  often  comparatively  thin,  and  on  microscopic 
examination  it  presents  spindle  cells  or  round  cells  which  are  so  closely 
adherent  to  each  other  that  they  are  with  difficulty  isolated.    The  bone 
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is  formed  by  the  direct  transformation  of  these  cells,  and  one  has  some- 
times the  opportunity  of  observing  remarkable  transition  forms.  The 
tumour,  like  the  osteoid  chondroma,  mostly  originates  at  the  end  of  one 
of  the  long  bones,  and  forms  a  bulbous  swelling  there,  the  end  of  the 
bone,  with  its  medullary  spaces,  being  completely  transformed  into 
a  hard,  heavy,  osseous  tissue.  The  tumour  enlarges  by  incorporat- 
ing neighbouring  parts,  and  it  not  infrequently  extends  by  metastasis. 

Primary  cancer  is  very  rare  in  bone,  but  tumours  of  a  glandular 
or  epithehal  structure  have  been  met  with,  destroying  the  bone  in  their 
growth.  In  some  cases  this  is  really  a 
penetration  of  a  cancer  into  bone,  but 
there  seem  to  be  actual  cases  in  which  a 


cancer  has  originated  in  bone.  SECON- 
DARY CANCER  is  much  more  frequent. 
There  are  some  cancers  which,  when 
they  become  generalized  by  the  cancer- 
ous material  getting  into  the  blood,  have 
a  special  proclivity  to  develop  their  me- 
tastatic tumours  in  the  bone  marrow. 
We  may  thus  in  a  great  number  of  bones 
have  a  cancerous  transformation  of  the 
medulla,  and  as  the  tumour  grows  the 
bone  is  destroyed.  A  condition  some- 
times develops  in  this  way  not  unlike 
OSTEOMALACIA  in  the  manner  in  .which 
the  bone  becomes  softened.  We  may  thus 
have  cancerous  softening  of  the  bodies 
of  the  vertebrae,  of  the  ribs  or  of  the 
long  bones,  the  tumours  being  in  large 
numbers,  and  everywhere  growing  from 
the  medulla. 

The  bones  are  sometimes  the  seat  of 
CYSTS.   These  mostly  occur  in  the  jaws, 
where  they  may  greatly  distend  the    Fig  326.-cyst  of  upper  end  of  fibula, 
bone,  but  in  the  case  represented  in  Fig  Si!,  T^sF^L^^^  TSsh 
326,  the  fibula  was  at  its  end  distended 
into  a  bulky  cyst  which  contained  merely  a  serous  fluid. 

The  CYSTS  OF  THE  JAWS,  Originating  as  they  do  for  the  most  part 
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near  the  alveolar  processes,  are  prol)al)ly  related  to  the  teeth.  Home 
of  them  are  single,  UNILOCULAR  cyhts,  and  have  their  origin  in  teeth 
which  have  not  undergone  the  usual  eruption.    A  tooth  or  pieces  of 
hard  substance  (dentine)  are  usually  present  in  the  wall  of  the  cyst. 
Others  are  multilogular  and  develop  out  of  a  gland-like  tissue,  the 
cells  of  which  undergo  colloid  degeneration,  and  in  this  way  form  cysts. 
In  its  original  structure  the  tumour  might  be  called  an  adenoma,  and  a 
considerable  portion  of  it  is  sometimes  composed  of  solid  glandular  or 
epithelial  tissue.    According  to  Eve  the  tumour  arises  by  penetration 
downwards  of  the  epithelium  of  the  gums,  and  he  relates  this  to  the 
normal  penetration  of  this  epithelium  in  the  foetus  in  order  to  form 
the  enamel  organ.    These  multilocular  cysts  are  mostly  innocent,  but 
sometimes  the  epithelium  is  less  regularly  arranged,  and  they  approach 
in  structure  and  tendencies  to  the  cancers.   Both  forms  of  cysts  originate 
in  the  interior  of  the  jaws  and  distend  them ;  those  in  the  upper  jaw 
have  a  special  tendency  to  pass  into  the  antrum  which  they  may 
fill  out. 

FiBROMAS  have  been  occasionally  observed  growing  from  the  perios- 
teum in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mouth  and  nose,  and  they  sometimes 
project  inwards  into  the  nares  or  mouth  as  fibrous  polypi.  The 
MYXOMA  is  a  very  rare  form  of  tumour. 

Parasites  are  very  rare  in  bone.  The  cystioercus  cellulosfe  has 
been  observed,  but  the .  ECHINOCOGGUS  more  frequently.  The  hydatid 
cyst  has  mostly  been  met  with  in  the  bones  of  the  pelvis  or  m  the  tibia 
After  growing  and  distending  the  bqne  it  may  burst  through  it  and 
develop  further  in  the  soft  parts  around. 


B.— THE  JOINTS. 


DISLOCATIONS  AND  MISPLACEMENTS. 
Congenital  Dislogations. -Children  are  sometimes  born  with  the 
ioints  in  faulty  positions,  some  of  these  being  really  traumatic  and 
others  o'  more  obscure  origin.    The  traumatic  cases  arise  for  the  mos 
par    during  parturition,  either  from  the  natural  forces  engaged  n 
d  L  y  or  by  dragging  on  the  part  of  attendants.    The  hip.oint  . 
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not  infrequently  dislocated  in  this  way,  and  usually  the  displacement  is 
on  both  sides  at  once.  The  head  of  the  bone  is  usually  disjDlaced 
upwards  so  as  to  rest  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ileum  above  and  behind  the 
acetabulum.  Through  time  the  head  makes  for  itself  a  new  joint,  and 
the  acetabulum  fills  up.  Congenital  dislocations  of  other  joints  are 
exceedingly  rare. 

Talipes  or  Club-foot. — These  names  are  applied  to  distortions  of 
the  feet,  or  more  rarely  of  the  hands;  the  bones  assume  certain  ab- 
normal positions  in  which  they  are  retained  by  the  contraction  of 
muscles.  A  certain  proportion  are  CONGENITAL,  and  these  seem  to  arise 
in  utero  by  a  faulty  distribution  of  the  impulses  by  which  the  muscles 
are  made  to  contract.  One  or  more  muscles  are  kept  in  a  continuous 
state  of  more  or  less  rigid  contraction,  while  the  others  are  not,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  the  foot  is  held  in  a  distorted  position. 

The  NON-CONGENITAL  forms  are,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  due 
to  infantile  paralysis.  In  this  disease,  as  we  have  seen,  some  muscles 
are  paralysed,  while  others  are  not.  It  has  been  generally  stated  that 
the  deformities  are  due  to  contraction  of  the  unparalysed  muscles  which 
are  not  opposed  in  the  normal  manner  by  the  paralysed  ones.  This 
appears  to  be  the  explanation  in  some  cases,  but  it  does  not  account  for 
the  occurrence  of  talipes  in  cases  where  nearly  all  the  muscles  of  the 
foot  are  paralysed.  Such  cases  indicate  that  the  faulty  position  may 
arise  to  some  extent  because  the  muscles  are  not  able  to  keep  the 
foot  in  its  proper  position,  so  that  it  tends  to  fall  into  the  attitude  it 
would  assume  if  there  were  no  muscles.  These  positions  are  also  vari- 
ously modified  by  the  use  made,  of  the  foot  in  walking,  the  parts  being 
brought  against  the  ground  in  the  position  most  suitable  to  stability  in 
the  maimed  condition  of  the  hmb.  In  a  similar  way  club-foot  may  occur 
in  pseudo-hypertrophic  paralysis. 

Besides  paralysis,  it  seems  that  spasm  may  lead  to  talipes,  although 
the  explanation  of  the  local  spasm  is  often  very  obscure.  It  is  stated 
that  mimicry  sometimes  leads  to  it,  or  disease  of  the  nervous  centres 
or  reflex  irritation.  It  is  undoubted  that  children  sometimes  acquire 
a  talipes  after  a  convulsive  attack. 

The  FORMS  OF  TALIPES  do  not  call  for  detailed  description  here 
There  are  four  principal  forms,  some  of  which  may  be  combined.  In 
TALIPES  VARUS  the  toes  are  inverted,  and  the  inner  margin  of  the  foot 
IS  raised  upwards;  the  tibiales  anticus  and  posticus  are  the  muscles 
which  are  chiefly  contracted.    In  talipes  valgus,  which  is  one  of  the 
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rarer  forms,  the  foot  is  turned  outwards,  and  the  outer  border  is  raised, 
there  is  usually  also  some  elevation  of  the  heel ;  the  peronei,  extensor 
longus  digitorum  and  gastrocnemius  are  the  muscles  chiefly  engaged.  In 
TALIPES  EQUINUS  the  hool  is  raised  and  the  foot  extended,  so  that 
the  person  walks  on  the  distal  extremities  of  the  metatarsal  bones ;  the 
gastrocnemius  is  the  muscle  contracted.  In  talipes  calcaneus  the 
heel  is  depressed  and  the  foot  flexed  at  the  ankle,  this  deformity  being 
the  reverse  of  the  preceding  one ;  the  contracted  muscles  are  chiefly  the 
tibialis  posticus,  the  peronei  and  the  extensors. 

By  long  retention  of  the  fixed  position  the  bones  become  variously 
modified  in  shape,  undergoing  atrophy  where  exposed  to  prolonged 
pressure.  Where  the  cartilage  is  no  longer  used  in  the  movements 
of  the  joints  it  also  atrophies.  The  bones  frequently  acquire  adhesions 
in  their  new  positions,  and  the  hgaments,  by  elongating  or  shortening, 
accommodate  themselves  to  the  new  position.  New  hgamentous 
attachments  are  sometimes  formed,  and  the  bones  may  become  jomed 
together  by  anchylosis. 

Traumatic  dislocations.— We  have  here  to  do  with  cases  in  which 
the  bone  is  pushed  out  of  its  place  by  some  external  force  acting  on  it. 
The  bones  are  kept  in  their  places  mainly  by  the  hgaments  of  the  jomts, 
but  no  inconsiderable  aid  in  this  regard  is  given  by  the  muscles  which 
act  on  the  bones.    As  a  general  rule  when  external  pressure  is  exercised 
on  a  bone  at  a  joint,  the  muscles  are  so  braced  as  to  enable  the  bone  to 
retain  its  place  in  spite  of  the  external  force.    But  if  unexpectedly,  or 
when  the  muscles  are  generally  relaxed  as  by  alcohohc  stupoi^^  a  force 
is  exercised  on  a  bone,  then  it  may  be  displaced,  although  the  force 
under  ordinary  circumstances  would  be  insufficient  to  produce  this  effect. 
The  bone  may  even  be  displaced  by  the  action  of  the  muscles  themselves, 
where  a  certain  group  acts  very  vigorously  while  their  antagonists  are 
relaxed     There  are  indeed  persons  who   can  voluntarily  produce 
dislocation  of  almost  all  the  more  movable  joints,  and  that  by  mere 
muscular  efforts.    In  order  to  this  we  must  suppose  a  certam  laxness  ot 
Te  Hg^^^^^^^^^^^  but  there  is  also  a  power  acquired  by  education  of  sti-ongly 
cont  acting  certain  muscles,  while  others  which  usually  contract  along 
^th  them  are  relaxed.    We  know  that  for  the  most  part  the  muscles 
Tto  contractions  are  co-ordinated,  and  most  people  are  unab  e 
to    ontract  individual  muscles  apart  from  their  co-ordinates  but  theie 
are  excep  W  persons  who  possess  this  power,  some  in  a  limited  degree 
and  others  very  remarkably.    Many  persons,  for  instance,  cannot  shut 
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one  eye  without  the  other,  and  most  persons  when  they  shut  one  require 
to  make  an  active  effort  at  opening  the  other,  in  order  to  prevent  it 
shutting  too.  But  there  are  persons  who  can  close  the  eyelids  of  one 
eye  as  easily  as  they  can  close  the  fingers  of  one  hand. 

In  traumatic  dislocation  there  is  usually  tearing  of  the  ligaments  to 
some  extent,  and  in  the  case  of  some  joints  much  laceration  is  necessary 
before  dislocation  can  occur. 

When  the  bone  is  dislocated,  the  same  contraction  of  the  muscles, 
which  normally  aids  in  preventing  dislocation,  generally  off'ers  serious 
obstacles  to  the  return  of  the  bone  to  its  normal  place.    If  restoration 
does  not  occur  soon  then  the  bone  acquires  adhesions  in  its  abnormal 
situation,  the  adhesions  being  the  result  of  chronic  inflammation  set  up 
by  the  irritation  of  the  bone.    The  displaced  bone  generally  comes  to- 
press  with  its  head  against  a  neighbouring  part  of  the  bone  with  which 
it  formerly  articulated,  and  the  adhesions  attach  it  to  the  periosteum 
in  its  new  position.    Friction  by  degrees  wears  down  to  some  extent 
the  opposed  piece  of  bone,  and  as  new  bone  is  produced  around  by  the 
irritation  there  may  be  a  kind  of  hollow  joint  formed.    By  the  wearing 
of  the  bone  the  cancellated  tissue  would  be  exposed,  were  it  not  that 
dense  bone  is  produced  on  the  surface  so  as  to  cover  in  the  spongy 
tissue.    A  smooth  hollow  surface  may  thus  be  produced,  and  a  toler- 
ably perfect  joint,  although  cartilage  is  not  formed  to  cover  it,  but  only 
a  layer  of  smooth  polished  bone.    The  head  of  the  displaced  bone  also 
loses  its  cartilage,  and  may  even  get  worn  away  considerably.    If  the 
bone  remains  permanently  displaced  the  old  hollow  of  the  joint  becomes 
filled  up,  bone  growing  when  the  friction  of  the  opposing  bone  is  nc 
longer  exercised. 

Spontaneous  dislocations  are  mostly  due  to  inflammatory  changes 
m  the  joints  or  their  ligaments,  or  to  the  contraction  of  cicatrices  in  the 
neighbourhood.  It  will  be  understood  also  from  what  has  gone  before, 
that  the  sudden  contraction  of  one  set  of  muscles  while  the  rest 
are  relaxed  may  cause  dislocation.  If  spontaneous  dislocations  are 
unreduced  there  may  be  changes  in  the  joints  similar  to  those  in 
traumatic  cases,  but  there  are  frequently  primary  inflammatory  changes, 
which  are  more  prominent  than  those  secondary  changes. 
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ANCHYLOSIS.  ' 

By  this  name  is  meant  fixation  of  a  joint  by  union  of  the  opposing  ^ 
l)oncs  by  means  of  firm  adhesions.    The  expression  "  false  anchylosis  "  ■ 
is  sometimes  used  to  designate  the  condition  in  which  the  joint  is  fixed, 
not  by  adhesion  between  the  bones,  but  by  rigidity  and  shortening 
of  the  surrounding  soft  parts. 

For  the  most  part  anchylosis  is  the  result  of  inflammations  of  joints, 
where  the  cartilage  has  been  destroyed  and  healing  has  sul)sequently 
occurred.    In  the  process  of  healing  the  inflammatory  tissue  on  the 
opposing  surfaces  develops  into  connective  tissue,  and  as  the  two 
surfaces  have  to  a  considerable  extent  coalesced,  fibrous  tissue  unites 
them  permanently.    In  this  fibrous  bond  of  union  there  are  often  bony 
plates,  and  occasionally  the  union  is  effected  by  bone  itself.    This,  how-  _ 
ever,  is  a  very  unusual  occurrence,  as  even  slight  movement  of  the 
joint  is  sufficient  to  prevent  the  formation  of  bone.    The  fixation  ot 
the  joint,  however,  is  often  so  firm  as  to  resemble  an  actual  coalescence 

of  the  bones.  .  , 

An  interesting  discovery  was  made  by  Meier  of  Zurich,  m  regard  to 
the  ARCHITECTURE  of  the  cancellated  tissue  of  bones.    The  bony  trabe- 
cular of  the  spongy  tissue  do  not  form  an  irregular  net-work,  a.s  they 
seem  at  first  sight  to  do,  but  they  are  arranged  accordmg  to  a  dehmte 
architectural  plan.     They  form,  in  fact,  pillars,  which  are  directed 
towards  the  surfaces  on  which  pressure  is  exercised  m  the  variou. 
movements  of  the  joints.    Each  bone  has  its  own  architectural  struc- 
ture, and  the  structure  corresponds  exactly  with  what  i^-^athematician. 
make  out  as  to  the  direction  of  pressure  in  the  various  bones    ^^  hen 
anchylosis  occurs,  or  after  the  healing  of  fractures,  the  lines  of  pressing 
may  be  changed.    If  these  occur  in  growing  bones,  the  archi  ectu 
readily  undergoes  a  corresponcUng  change.     But  even  m  adult  b 
thickeninc.  of  the  lamella  in  some  parts  and  absorption  at  othei  , 
tre  is  aVadual  adaptation  of  the  structure  to  the  changed  circum- 
stances. 

INFLAMMATION  OF  JOINTS-ABTHEITIS. 
This  is  a  somewhat  extensive  subject,  and  inch.des  the  great  Wl.  of 
the  diseases  to  which  the  joints  are  liable,  especially  :f  we  mch.de 
scrofulous  or  tubercular  disease  of  the  joints. 

In  most  cases  of  arthritis  the  mflammat.on  affects,  more  o.  le  , 
.  the  structures  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  the  joint. 
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irritant  is  usually  j^resent  in  the  joint  itself,  and  is  distributed  over 
it  with  the  synovial  fluid  by  the  movements  of  the  joint.  We  may 
expect,  therefore,  that  the  synovial  membrane  and  the  cartilage,  as 
they  cover  the  surface,  will  in  most  cases  be  primarily  affected.  The 
cartilage,  being  non-vascular,  is  less  liable  to  inflammatory  changes  than 
the  synovial  membrane,  which  in  most  cases  is  i^rimarily  and  chiefly 
engaged,  especially  in  acute  inflammations.  But  in  chronic  cases  the 
ii'ritation  extends  beyond  these  structures  to  the  ends  of  the  bones,  to 
the  neighbouring  periosteum,  and  even  to  the  ligaments. 

Simple  Acute  Arthritis. — This  condition  is  produced  most  directly 
by  the  opening  of  joints  and  the  occurrence  of  septic  decomposition 
in  their  fluids.  But  it  also  occurs  sometimes  by  exposure  to  cold,  from 
injuries,  and  from  the  extension  of  j)hlegmonous  inflammations  from 
surrounding  j)arts. 

The  inflammation  resembles  closely  that  of  the  pleura  and  peri- 
cardium in  its  anatomical  details.  The  synovial  membrane  and 
cartilages  are  covered  with  fibrinous  exudation,  and  the  cavity  contains 
serous  fluid  in  which  flakes  of  fibrine  are  visible.  This  fluid  is  some- 
times very  considerable  and  distends  the  joint.  In  this  stage  the 
disease  may  resolve  and  the  joint  return  to  its  normal  condition.  On 
the  other  hand,  especially  if  the  joint  has  been  laid  open  and 
exposed  to  decomposition,  the  inflammation  goes  on  to  suppuration. 
The  synovial  membrane  becomes  swollen  and  dull,  being  infiltrated  with 
inflammatory  cells,  and  gradually  converted  into  granulation  tissue.  If 
the  inflammation  is  very  acute,  we  may  have  suppuration  by  the  mere 
exudation  of  leucocytes  without  much  change  in  the  synovial  mem- 
brane. ^  When  the  disease  has  gone  on  to  the  formation  of  gi^anulation 
tissue  it  is  now  in  a  subacute  condition  and  is  apt  to  be  prolonged. 
The  inflammation  also  extends  beyond  the  synovial  membrane.  In 
the  cartilage  the  cells  undergo  active  proliferation,  and  the  matrix 
breaks  down ;  thus  softening  occurs,  and  ulcers  form.  There  is  inflam- 
mation of  the  bone,  a  rarefying  osteitis  with  caries.  The  ligaments  also 
take  part  m  the  inflammation,  they  are  softened  and,  with  the  synovial 
membrane,  take  part  in  the  formation  of  granulation  tissue  The 
periosteum  is  inflamed  and  new  bone  is  formed,  so  that  irregular  pro- 
jections occur  near  the  ends  of  the  bones.  With  all  this  there  is  of 
course,  usually  an  abundant  purulent  discharge  from  the  joint,  which 
may  weaken  the  patient  and  prove  fatal,  perhaps  with  amyloid  disease. 

develon  -1  '^^'^'^'^  "^''''^  °f  granulation  tissue 

develop  into  connective  tissue,  and,  by  the  contraction  of  this,  great 
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rigidity  of  the  joint  may  be  produced.  The  granulation  tissue  lining  the 
joint  does  also  to  a  groat  extent  coalesce,  and  the  result  is  a  partial  or 
complete  ol)litcration  of  the  joint.  The  bones  thus  l)ecome  finally 
united  by  fibrous  or  osseous  adhesions,  and  a  permanent  anchylosis  is 
the  result. 

PY.iiMiC  ARTHRITIS  has  already  been  partly  considered.  In  this 
disease  a  virus  is  deposited  in  the  joint  and  spread  over  the  surface  by 
the  synovial  fluid.  The  result  is  an  acute  inflammation  with  fibrmous 
exudation,  but  generally  going  rapidly  on  to  suppuration.  It  is  re- 
markable that  when  the  joint  is  full  of  pus  there  is  sometimes  very 
little  structural  change  in  the  synovial  membrane,  the  whole  condition 
being  almost  confined  to  the  blood-vessels  from  which  an  excessive 
exudation  has  occurred.  The  inflammation  usually  affects  several  joints 
simultaneously.  It  is  to  be  added  that  occasionally  in  typhus,  dysentery, 
diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  etc.,  a  similar  acute  arthritis  occurs. 

Acute  rheumatic  arthritis  is,  like  pyemic  arthritis,  due  to  an 
irritant  which  is  present  primarily  in  the  blood  and   affects  the 
structures  of  the  joints  like  other  connective-tissue  ^^^^^^^^  ™ 
result  is  an  acute  inflammation  accompamed  by  serous  and  fibnnou 
exudation  into  the  joint.     The  synovial  membrane  is 
swollen  and  if  the  inflammation  is  of  sufficient  intensity  and  duration 
he  c  rdlage,  and  even  the  bone,  take  part  in  it.    The  cartilage  cells 
undergo  proliferation,  and  may  burst  into  the  cavity  o  the  pint.  The 
bones  show  inflammatory  proliferation  in  the  medulla  m  the  usual 
fashion.    As  a  rule  these  changes  do  not  reach  an  extreme  degree,  and 
suppuration  is  hardly  known  to  occur. 

PoTTTY  ARTHRITIS.-In  this  disease  uric  acid,  in  the  form  of  urate 
of  s^Im,  "ted  in  the  tissues  of  the  joints.  It  is  first  de^^osit^^^^ 
,n  Te  car  ilac^e  and,  according  to  Charcot,  always,  to  begin  .vith,  at  the 
:idd  e  ti^lrticulating  surface,  that  being  t^^e  point  furthest 
f  1  Wnnrl  vP.sels  The  Urate  is  sometimes  m  the  form  of  stellate 
IZImY^^^^^^^  clage  cells  forming  the  middle  points  of  the 
crystals  (±i^.        ,  ^  deposited  in  the  matrix  and 

bunches  of  crystals.    But  the  salt  is  a         i  deposited 

:L  L":le  Kojeotions  (the  so-caUed  tophi  o.  chalk-stones). 
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This  deposition  seems  to  lead  to  an  acute  irritation  of  the  structures 
of  the  joint,  chiefly  an  intense  hypersemia,  often  with  serous  exudation. 
It  never  goes  on  to  suj^puration,  however. 
AVhen  recovery  takes  place  it  frequently 
leaves  a  chronic  inflammation,  resulting  in 
changes  analogous  to  those  in  chronic  ar- 
ticular rheumatism. 

Chronic  Eheumatic  Arthritis.  — 
As  a  rule  this  disease  affects  many  joints, 
but  as  the  changes  are  virtually  the  same 
as  in  ARTHRITIS  DEFORMANS,  and  the  two 
conditions  run  into  one  another,  we  may 
describe  them  together.  In  arthritis  de- 
formans the  disease  is  partial,  being  con- 
fined perhaps  to  a  single  joint,  and  the     ^.  ^ 

,     .  .  O      J        )  Yig.  327.— Cartilage  of  joint  in  gout, 

lesions  attain  a  much  greater  development  '^^'^  crystals  of  urate  of  soda.  The 

,  1        .  1         •     1        T  ^^^^      ^  stellate  ci-ystals  which  are 

tlian  m  general  articular  rheumatism.    It  nearly  continuous  at  upper  part  of 

•„    1  1  T  I-     T  n  1       figure,  which  corresponds  to  surface 

IS  also  mucli  more  a  disease  of  old  people,  of  joint,  x  200.  (Coenil  and  ran- 

and  is  met  with  chiefly  among  the  poor.  ^  ^^^'^ 

In  both  these  diseases  the  nature  of  the  irritant  is  entirely  obscure. 

The  inflammatory  jDhenomena  appear  first  in  the  synovial  mem- 
brane and  the  cartilages.  The  synovial  fringes  enlarge  by  a  slow 
process  of  inflammation,  and  the  villous  projections  increase  in  number 
and  become  more  prominent.  Not  uncommonly  pieces  of  cartilage 
develop  in  the  fringes,  originating  in  the  cartilage  cells  which  exist 
normally  there,  and  these  pieces  of  cartilage  being  usually  pedunculated 
act  very  much  Hke  free  bodies  in  the  joint  and  may  become  loose. 
The  cartilage  also  sometimes  undergoes  ossiflcation  in  whole  or  in  part. 
At  the  same  time  there  is  an  increase  of  the  synovial  fluid,  but  without 
any  formation  of  fibrine  or  pus. 

The  cartilage  cells  undergo  proliferation  and  the  matrix  presents  a 
peculiar  fibrillation,  so  that  the  cartilage  assumes  a  soft  velvety  condi- 
tion, and  readily  undergoes  destruction  from  the  friction  of  the  opposing 
surfaces.  It  is  stated  by  Rindfleisch  that  the  fibrill^  of  the  matrix 
undergo  mucous  degeneration,  and  that  mucus  may  be  found  in  the 
synovial  fluid. 

The  bone  beneath  the  cartilage  also  undergoes  considerable  alteration 
especia  ly  when  the  cartilage  gets  worn  away.    To  prevent  the  cancel 
lated  tissue  from  being  opened,  there  is  formed,  as  the  cartila^^e  is 
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destroyed,  a  layer  of  dense  bone,  which  is  smooth  and  polished,  and 
takes  the  place  of  the  cartilage.  This  forms  a  much  less  efficient 
covering,  and  the  ends  of  the  hones  work  roughly  against  each  othei-. 
This  layer  of  hone  may  also  ho  worn  down,  and  so  considerable  atrophy 
of  the  head  of  the  bone  may  result,  a  layer  of  dense  smooth  bone  being 
always  reproduced. 

At  the  borders  of  the  articular  surface  there  is  often  considerable 
new-formation  of  bone,  the  result  of  the  inflammation  where  the.  parts 
are  not  exposed  to  friction.  It  appears  from  the  observations  of 
Eanvier  that  the  bone  here  develops  largely  from  cartilage.  The 
synovial  membrane,  at  the  edge  of  the  joint,  covers  in  some  of  the 
maro-inal  portions  of  the  cartilage,  and  being  thus  protected,  the  cells 
may  proliferate  so  as  to  lead  to  new-formation  of  cartilage,  which  may 
ossify  The  periosteum  may  also  produce  new  bone,  and  even  the 
ligaments  attached  to  the  periosteum  may  be  the  seat  of  bony  pro- 
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with  all  this  there  is  considerable  thickening  of  the  hgaments  by 
inflammatory  new-formation  of  connective  tissue,  and  often  fibrous 
union  between  opposing  parts  of  the  joints.    Indeed,  if  he  joint  a 
kept  at  rest,  there  may  be  a  complete  union  of  the  parts  around  the 
joints  opposite  each  other,  leading  to  anchylosis. 

'  Without  anchylosis  there  is  stiffness  of  the  joints  whose  movement 
are  greatly  curtailed.  There  is  frequently  great  deformity  from  th^ 
thickening  of  the  tissues  and  new-formation  of  bone.  _ 

An  extreme  degree  of  arthritis  deformans  is  sometimes  seen  m  th^ 
hipToint  when  it  gets  the  special  name  of  MOKBUS  COX.,  senilis. 
H  r  he  wearing  down  of  the  head  of  the  bone  is  sometimes  verv 
fxtren  e  so  that  ultimately  the  articulating  sui-face  may  he  between 
TrZ^^nters  As  new-formation  of  bone  occurs  simultaneously  at 
h  b  articular  surface,  a  kind  of  artificial  head  is  pi.  uc. 

ltd  the  appearance  is  presented  as  if  the  neck  were  atroi^ied  a^^^^^^^^^ 
bead  disp  aced.    In  like  manner  an  apparent  widemng  of  the  ace  a 
head  dispiacea.  articular  surface  is  worn  away,  but  l.> 

bulum  may  occur,  ihe  original  diuiuuia  formed 
the  formation  of  new  bone  by  the  periosteum  around  a  wall  :s  formed, 
^vinl  the  appearance  of  the  borders  of  a  widened  acetabulum. 

SYPHILIS  does  not  frequently  attack  the  johrts  ^ 
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and,  in  the  tertiary  stage  manifestations  like  those  of  chronic  ar- 
thritis. 

Scrofulous  or  Tubercular  Arthritis.— Besides  these  names, 
this  disease  is  often  called  strumous  synovitis,  gelatinous  de- 
generation of  the  joint,  tumor  albus,  fungous  caries,  etc.  The 
disease  occurs  mostly  in  dehcate  children,  but  as  it  is  associated  with 
the  formation  of  definite  tubercles  we  must  regard  it  as  taking  origin  in 
the  specific  tubercular  virus.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  the  tubercular 
formation  is  secondary,  and  that  there  is  first  a  chronic  inflammation  of 
a  scrofulous  kind  going  on  to  caseous  degeneration,  and  so  leading 
to  the  formation  of  tubercles.  A  case  observed  by  the  author  is  quite 
opposed  to  such  a  view.  There  was  in  this  case  a  great  thickening  of 
the  synovial  membrane,  which  was  converted  into  a  bulky,  soft,  grey 
tissue,  which  overlapped  the  cartilage,  and  was  so  prominent  that  when 
the  joint  was  opened  for  the  purpose  of  excision  the  idea  of  a  tumour 
was  suggested.  There  was  not  a  trace  here  of  caseous  material  or  of  pus, 
and  yet  the  thickened  synovial  membrane  consisted  essentially  of 
an  immense  aggregate  of  tubercles  with  inflammatory  tissue  around 
them.    The  tubercles  were  of  tyj)ical  form,  with  large  giant  cells. 

The  disease  begins  usually  in  the  synovial  membrane,  and  consists  in 
a  formation  of  tubercles  and  a  chronic  inflammation  wdth  great  pro- 
duction of  granulation  tissue.  The  soft,  pulpy  granulation  tissue  gives 
the  synovial  membrane  a  gelatinous  appearance,  from  which  one  of  the 
names  of  the  disease  is  taken.  There  is  also  a  slow  enlargement  of  the 
joint  from  the  increased  bulk  of  the  synovial  membrane. 

The  ends  of  the  bones  constituting  the  joint  are  affected  simul- 
taneously or  soon  after,  and  here  the  characters  ]3resented  are  those  of 
a  rarefying  osteitis.  The  medullary  spaces  become  filled  vidth  granula- 
tion tissue  and  enlarged  by  destruction  of  the  b»ny  lamellae.  In  this 
granulation  tissue  there  are  also  tubercles.  In  this  way  there  is,  as  it 
were,  a  pad  of  granulations  under  the  articular  cartilage. 

The  cartilage  also  at  the  sides  is  partly  encroached  on  and  overlapped 
by  the  altered  synovial  membrane  which  advances  over  it.  In  this 
way  it  is  partly  enclosed  between  two  layers  of  granulation  tissue, 
and  it  gradually  becomes  eaten  into.  The  granulations,  chiefly  those 
of  the  medulla,  extend  into  the  cartilage,  ajid  their  encroachment  is 
assisted  by  proliferation  of  the  cartilage  corpuscles,  which  enlarge  and 
cause  softening  of  the  matrix  around. 

By  the  absorption  of  the  cartilage  the  whole  joint  may  be  converted 
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into  a  cavity  lined  with  granulation  tissue,  and  the  ligaments  also  are 
frequently  transformed  in  a  similar  way. 

Generally  suppuration  results,  and  the  joint  becomes  filled  with  pus. 
Abscesses  also  not  uncommonly  form  around  the  joints.  Through  time 
the  pus  generally  finds  its  way  outwards,  and  is  discharged  by  an 
aperture  in  the  skin.  A  fistulous  canal  is  the  result,  forming  a  com- 
munication between  the  cavity  of  the  joint  and  the  surface,  and  this 
canal  is  also  hned  with  exuberant  granulations,  which  pout  out  at  the 
opening  in  the  skin.  Among  the  granulations  here,  as  elsewhere, 
tubercles  are  found. 

The  rubbing  of  the  two  ends  of  the  bones,  which  are  now  covered 
by  granulations,  leads  to  an  ulcerative  destruction  of  these  soft  struc- 
tures. The  inflammation  extends  more  deeply  in  the  bone  as  the 
superficial  parts  are  ulcerated,  and  so  we  have  progressive  caries.  For 
some  distance  beneath  the  surface  the  medullary  spaces  are  filled  with 
granulations  and  the  bony  trabeculae  thinned.  It  will  be  understood 
from  this  how  the  disease  is  apt  to  recur  unless  the  whole  carious  por- 
tion be  removed,  for  tubercles  are  present  in  the  granulation  tissue  fill- 
ing the  medullary  spaces,  and  unless  they  be  removed  a  fresh  extension 
may  occur. 

In  an  early  period  of  the  disease,  before  suppuration  has  occurred, 
there  may  be  recovery ;  but  after  the  occurrence  of  suppuration,  there 
is  seldom  a  spontaneous  restoration,  which  at  best  is  a  slow  process 
If  recovery  takes  place  the  granulating  surfaces  unite  more  or  less,  and 
the  joint  being  partly  or  completely  obliterated,  a  fibrous  umon  may 
come  about,  leading,  it  may  be,  to  anchylosis. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  AND  ITS  APPENDAGES. 


INTEODUCTION. 


rpHE  diseases  of  the  skin  are  exceedingly  manifold,  and  the  names 
applied  to  them  somewhat  complicated.  In  the  present  section 
no  attempt  will  be  made  to  give  a  comiDlete  description  of  the  appear- 
ances presented  in  each  affection.  So  far  as  the  naked-eye  appearances 
are  concerned,  these  are  sufficiently  described  in  the  text-books  on  the 
practice  of  medicine  or  on  diseases  of  the  skin.  "We  shall  endeavour 
here  to  summarize  the  pathological  conditions  and  group  together  the 
various  diseases  according  to  the  nature  of  the  lesion.  It  will  be 
necessary  first  to  refer  to  the  normal  structure  of  the  skin. 

Normal  Structure. — The  corium  or  true  skin  is  a  very  vascular 
dense  membrane  composed  of  interlacing  fibres  of  connective  tissue,  with 
numerous  elastic  fibres.  It  is  richly  supplied  with  nerves,  and  possesses 
bundles  of  smooth  muscle.  It  has  also  a  rich  system  of  lymphatic 
vessels.  In  the  corium  we  may  distinguish  a  superficial  or  papillary 
layer  and  a  deeper  one.  Many  of  the  diseases  affect  the  papillary 
layer  especially. 

The  EPIDERMIS  on  the  surface  of  the  corium  is  in  several  layers  (Fig. 
328).  Most  superficial  is  the  horny  layer  {a)  composed  of  flat  cells,  which 
are  little  more  than  scales,  and  have  lost  their  nuclei.  Next  comes  the 
stratum  lucidum  {h)  composed  of  flat  transparent  cells.  This  is  followed 
by  the  stratum  granulosum,  also  composed  of  flat  cells  which  are  granular. 
Most  deeply  situated  is  the  stratum  mucosum  or  rete  Malpighii,  com- 
posed of  cells  which,  in  the  deepest  layer,  are  cylindrical,  but  towards 
the  surface  become  polygonal  and  flattened.  In  the  deeper  layers  the 
cells  are  serrated  at  the  margins,  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  prickles 
by  which  the  cells  fit  into  each  other.    The  stratum  lucidum  and  stra- 
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turn  granulosum  are  thin,  ami  for  practical  purposes  the  epidermis  maj- 
be  divided  into  the  horny  and  Malpighian  layers.  The  Malpighian  layei- 
extends  between  the  papillae  of  the  corium,  forming  interpapillary  pro- 
cesses. 

The  Sebaceous  Glands  may  be  regarded  as  modified  prolongations 
of  the  Malpighian  layer.  They  are  mostly  connected  with  hair  follicles 
into  which  they  open,  but  sometimes  large  glands  are  connected  with 
small  hairs  and  small  glands  with  large  hairs,  while  there  are  glands 
not  connected  with  hairs  at  all.  The  sudoriparous  glands  are 
usually  situated  beneath  the  skin,  their  ducts  passing  through  corium 
and  epidermis,  having  a  spiral  course  in  the  latter.  The  HAIRS  are 
composed  of  horny  epidermis,  and  arc  placed  in  follicles.  In  the  latter 
two  layers  of  epidermis  can  be  distinguished  (Fig.  328),  the  outer  root 


Fig.  328.-Section  of  epidermic  layer  of  f^"  ^t^^,  J^.te'toSer^f 
and  the  other  with  the  Malpighian  layer,    x  350. 

Sheath  corresponding  with  the  Malpighian  layel^  and  tjie  annex  jot. 
sheath  corresponding  with  the  horny  layer.     At  the  bottom  of  the 
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follicle  is  a  papilla  continuous  with  the  corium,  and  on  this  is  set  the 
bulb  of  the  hair.  The  nails  are  composed  of  compressed  horny  epi- 
dermis. Beneath  the  nail  are  still  two  layers  of  epidermis,  a  horny 
layer  of  loose  cells,  and  a  Malpighian  layer  covering  well-formed 
papillie. 

The  exposed  position  of  the  skin  renders  it  very  liable  to  the  in- 
fluence of  agents  acting  from  without.  It  is  also  liable  to  be  influenced 
by  irritants  circulating  in  the  blood,  in  which  case  the  skin  affection 
■v^all  probably  be  an  insignificant  part  of  a  general  condition.  The  skin 
again  is  hable  to  be  affected  by  states  of  the  nervous  system.  From 
these  remarks  it  will  be  inferred  that  the  inflammations  of  the  skin 
are  the  most  important  morbid  conditions,  and  these  will  call  most 
largely  for  description. 


HYPEREMIA,  K^MOEEHAGE,  CEDEMA  OF  THE  SKIN. 

The  skin  is  very  liable  to  variations  of  its  blood  supply.  An  active 
HYPEREMIA  hardly  occurs  as  a  pathological  condition  except  as  part  of 
an  inflammation.  Passive  hypersemia,  on  the  other  hand,  is  exceedingly 
common  as  a  result  of  general  venous  engorgement,  especially  in  disease 
of  the  heart,  where  it  leads  frequently  to  CYANOSIS. 

H/EMORRHAGES  are  frequent  and  of  various  kinds.  As  to  their  causes 
little  need  be  added  to  what  is  stated  at  p.  45.  The  sldn  is  liable  to 
haemorrhage  by  traumatic  rupture  of  its  vessels,  but  still  more,  perhaps, 
by  alterations  in  the  state  of  the  blood  affecting  its  vessels.  In  scurvy, 
in  purpura,  in  small-pox,  in  typhus,  etc.,  the  skin  is  the  seat  of  hgemor- 
rhage  much  more  frequently  than  any  other  structure. 

The  blood  escaping  from  the  vessels  collects  in  the  serous  spaces  of 
the  corium  for  the  most  part,  but  may  pass  to  the  subcutaneous  tissue, 
where  the  fat  is  sometimes  considerably  infiltrated.  When  the  blood 
has  escaped  from  a  small  vessel  and  infiltrates  a  limited  area  so  that  a 
bluish  spot  is  seen  on  viewing  the  surface,  the  term  PETECHIA  is 
given.  As  these  small  hemorrhages  depend  on  the  state  of  the  blood 
the  petechiae  are  nearly  always  multiple.  When  the  blood  infiltrates  a 
larger  area,  then  the  term  ECCHYMOSis  is  used.  Sometimes  the  blood 
collects  between  corium  and  epidermis,  and  then  a  hsemorrhagic  vesicle 
is  the  result;  but  this  can  only  happen  if  the  deeper  layers  of  the  epi- 
dermis have  been  killed  so  as  to  allow  of  their  separation  from  the  corium. 
When  there  are  numerous  small  haemorrhages  forming  a  large  number 
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of  petechise,  then  it  is  customary  to  use  the  term  purpura,  or  to  speak 
of  a  purpuric  condition. 

The  blood  effused  in  the  slcin  undergoes  changes  like  those  already 
described  at  p.  47.  The  aff"ected  area  is  first  dark  l)lue,  and  the  coloui' 
does  not  disaj)pear  on  i)ressuro.  After  a  time,  as  the  blood-colouring 
matter  is  dissolved,  the  colour  gets  fainter  and  changes  in  hue,  while 
the  discolouration  becomes  more  extended.  If  blood  has  collected 
between  the  layers  of  epidermis,  it  comes  to  the  surface  and  is  dis- 
posed of  as  the  epidermis  is  shed. 

(Edema  of  the  skin,  apart  from  inflammation,  is  chiefly  related  to 
•disease  of  the  heart  and  kidneys.  Its  general  pathology  has  been  con- 
sidered at  pp.  53  and  54.  The  exuded  fluid  collects  in  the  lymph 
spaces  and  is  carried  off  by  the  lymphatics.  A  condition  of  the  skin 
has  been  recently  described  under  the  name  iVfYXCEDEMA.  It  appears  to 
occur  in  connection  with  Bright's  disease,  and  diff'ers  from  ordinary 
oedema  in  respect  that  the  fluid  occupying  the  spaces  contains  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  mucine.  The  oedematous  parts  are  much  firmer 
than  in  ordinary  oedema  and  do  not  pit  on  pressure. 


ATROPHIC  CHANGES  IN  THE  SKIN. 

Simple  Atrophy  is  not  uncommon  in  the  skin.  The  most  frequent 
example  of  it  is  aff'orded  by  SENILE  ATROPHY,  resulting  in  the  wrinkled 
skin  of  old  people.  In  this  case  the  connective  tissue  of  the  cutis  loses 
in  bulk,  especially  the  papillary  layer.  Very  often  the  remaining  fibres  . 
have  a  strikingly  granular  appearance  under  the  microscope,  but  there 
are  sometimes  patches  in  which  the  fibres  have  assumed  a  glassy  or 
colloid  character,  so  as  to  give  rise  to  the  designation  colloid  or  hyaline 
■degeneration.  The  epidermis  is  also  thinner  and  dry,  and  there  is  often 
desquamation  in  the  form  of  dry  scales  or  larger  membranous  pieces. 
The  hairs  are  atrophied,  as  their  papillae  have  taken  part  in  the  general 
atrophy  of  the  papilla  of  the  skin.  The  hair-follicles  are  shortened  and 
the  sebaceous  glands  on  this  account  may  be  brought  close  to  the  sur- 
face, almost  opening  directly  on  it.  The  secretion  may  accumulate  m 
the  sebaceous  glands  so  as  to  form  small  or  large  CYSTS. 

A  general  atrophy  also  occurs  in  emaciated  persons,  and  it  may 
•closely  resemble  the  condition  in  senile  atrophy. 

There  are  further  conditions  variously  named  PARCHMENT  SKIN, 
xeroderma,  general  atrophy,  hide-bound  skin,  which  are  of  rare  occur- 
rence and  are  not  very  well  understood  in  their  exact  relations,  ilie 
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skin  is  tliinned  and  hardened,  especially  the  epidermis,  so  that  the  body- 
seems  covered  Avith  stiff  parchment,  which  often  looks  as  if  too  small 
for  the  surface  to  be  covered,  so  that  the  movements  of  the  limbs  are 
impeded.  It  is  sometimes  mottled  with  pigmented  spots,  sometimes- 
white.  The  disease  generally  begins  in  early  life  and  extends  gradually 
over  the  skin.  This  condition  will  be  considered  subsequently  under 
the  tropho-neuroses. 

Of  the  LOCAL  ATROPHIES  the  most  familiar  is  that  which  occurs  after 
PREGNANCY.  It  is  Well  known  that  white  lines  are  found  in  the- 
abdomens  of  persons  who  have  been  pregnant.  Similar  lines  occur  in 
persons  whose  abdomens  have  been  distended  by  tumours,  by  ascites,  or 
even  by  accumulation  of  fat.  The  white  lines  have  a  cicatricial  appear- 
ance, and  they  seem  to  owe  their  origin  to  the  connective-tissue  fibres 
of  the  cutis  being  dissociated  by  the  stretching.  Somewhat  similar 
white  lines  or  strise  sometimes  occur  idiopathically,  especially  over  the 
buttocks,  trochanters,  pelvis  and  thighs. 


The  Hairs  are  liable  to  atrophy,  and  two  forms  may  be  distin- 
guished according  as  either  the  hair  itself  or  its  pigment  diminishes. 
Alopecia  or  baldness  is  atrophy  of  the  hair  itself.    All  through  life  a. 
continuous  falhng  out  of  the  hair  is  occurring,  and  is  due,  as  we  have 
seen  before,  to  an  atrophy  chiefly  of  the  bulb.    But  the  papilla  remains, 
and  a  healthy  new  hair  is  produced  on  the  site  of  the  old  one.    In  old 
people,  however,  the  new  hairs  are  not  usually  reproduced  of  normal 
size,  and  they  become  gradually  finer  and  finer,  till  there  are  only  the 
finest  woolly  hairs  on  the  bald  part,  or  even  none  at  all.    It  is  well- 
known  that  this  condition  frequently  occurs  in  comparatively  early  life 
—PREMATURE  ALOPECIA.     The  cause  seems  to  be  an  atrophy  of  the 
papilla  and  sometimes  of  the  skin  itself.    Besides  being  produced  in 
this  way,  baldness  may  be  secondary  to  syphihs,  to  inflammations  and 
to  certain  parasitic  diseases ;  in  these  cases  it  depends  on  interference 
with  the  nutrition  of  the  sheath  and  papilla. 

Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  alopecia  areata,  in  which  bald- 
ness occurs  in  circular  patches.  These  patches  are  not  entirely  bald, 
but  are  covered  with  fine  woolly  hairs,  and  the  papilljB  are  not  de- 
stroyed. The  nature  of  this  disease  must  still  be  regarded  as  obscure 
Some  regard  it  as  of  parasitic  origin,  and  Eichhorst  states  that,  as  the 
fungus  IS  mainly  in  the  hair  sheath,  it  is  usually  left  behind  when  the 
hazr  is  extracted,  and  so  is  overlooked.  Others  assert  that  it  is  due  to 
changes  m  the  nerves  which  command  the  nutrition  of  the  skin  and 
IS  a  tropho-neurosis.  ' 
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Canities  or  greyness  of  the  jiair  is  also  for  the  most  part  u 
natural  atrophy  of  old  ago.  But  it  also  sometimes  comes  on  pre- 
maturely. It  depends  for  the  most  part  on  a  deficiency  of  pigment  in 
the  individual  hairs  at  their  original  formation,  so  that  the  pigment 
granules  between  the  cells  in  the  cortical  layers  of  the  hair  are 
diminished.  But  there  may  be  a  temporary  blanching  of  the  hair  from 
air  getting  infiltrated  among  the  cells  of  the  cortex.  Cases  of  sudden 
permanent  blanching  have  received  no  satisfactory  explanation. 

The  nails  are  liable  to  atrophy,  which  may  be  congenital  or 
acquired.  In  the  course  of  acute  illnesses,  such  as  fevers  or  maniacal 
'attacks,  the  formation  of  the  nails  is  often  diminished,  and  the  illness 
is  marked  for  a  time  by  a  transverse  depression,  which,  with  the  growth 
of  the  nail,  proceeds  from  the  root  outwards,  and  disappears  m  due 
course  The  nails  also  atrophy  sometimes  in  consequence  of  vanous 
parasitic  or  inflammatory  skin  diseases.  The  nail  substance  may  be 
simply  thinner  and  more  delicate  than  normal,  or  it  may  be  brittle 
and  split  or  crumble  readily. 


INFLAMMATIONS  OF  THE  SKIN. 

These  include  a  very  great  variety  of  diseases,  and  the  nomenclature 
is  exceedingly  complicated.  •  In  the  skin,  as  elsewhere,  mflammation  is 
roduced  by  the  action  of  irritants,  and  the  form  of  the  inflammation 
greatly  on  the  nature  and  source  of  the  -^^nt.  Bu 
r  depends  perhaps  just  as  much  on  the  nature  and  condition  of  th 
skin  S  the  saie  irritant  producing  very  different  effects  m  different 

'Tiilustrative  of  many  points  in  the  pathology  of  inA-^f 
the  skin,  we  shall  refer  to  the  very  simple  case  of  the  results  of  a  flea- 
liL     The  results  are  not  the  same  in  every  person,  because  different 
perls  -  variously  susceptible  to  the  irritant  _  When  a  flea  i^n. 
Urates  the  epidermis  it  introduces  an  irritant,  which  has  an  immedia^ 
on  the  sensory  nerves.    This  is  followed  in  certam  persons  by  an 
1     TonL  lZrld.!  layers  of  the  skin,  leading  to  the  formation  of  a 
flXatit  cXd  a  wheL    By  rubbing,  the  poison  is  dispersed  m  the 
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serous  spaces  around  the  puncture,  and  the  wheal  is  enlarged  up  to  a 
certain  point.  The  Avheal  is  preceded  by  a  slight  hypersemia,  and  at  its 
periphery  there  is  still  some  redness  of  the  skin,  but  this  is  generally 
insignificant.  After  a  short  time  all  trace  of  the  irritation  subsides  ; 
the  inflammation  has  been  very  slight  and  transient.  But  the  irritant 
still  remains,  and  next  day  more  permanent  changes  show  themselves. 
At  the  place  of  the  puncture  there  is  a  conical  elevation,  which  at 
first  is  solid,  forming  a  PAPULE,  but  after  a  time  presents  a  clear 
cavity  containing  fluid,  a  vesicle.  Both  of  these  conditions  are  again 
due  to  inflammatory  exudation.  The  exudation  is  from  the  vessels  of 
the  papillary  layer  of  the  skin,  and  it  consists  of  serous  fluid,  with 
leucocytes.  This  may  confine  itself  to  the  papillae,  or  it  may  pass 
among  the  epidermic  cells,  loosening  them  out,  in  either  case  forming  a 
solid  elevation  or  papule.  But  it  meij  so  dissociate  the  epidermic  cells 
as  to  form  a  cavity  in  which  it  collects,  thus  producing  a  vesicle.  The 
vesicle  does  not  form,  as  might  be  supposed,  between  the  epidermis  and 
cutis,  but  among  the  deeper  layers  of  the  epidermis  itself,  the  softer 
cells  of  the  Malpighian  layer  becoming  sejDarated  so  as  to  leave  a  sj)ace. 
According  to  Ziegler,  this  is  always  by  necrosis  and  destruction  of  some 
of  these  cells. 

The  papules  and  vesicles  thus  formed  are  often  very  j)ersistent, 
remaining  with  trivial  alterations  for  days  or  even  weeks.  As  a  rule, 
the  vesicles  dry  in,  and  only  papules  are  left,  but  the  vesicles  are  some- 
times renewed  at  intervals.  The  elevations  ultimately  subside,  but 
a  piece  of  epidermis  is  discharged  from  the  surface,  a  DESQUAMATION, 
and  the  skin  is  restored  to  its  normal  condition. 


Causation  of  Cutaneous  Inflammations.— From  what  has  gone 
before,  it  will  be  apparent  that  in  the  case  of  all  inflammations  we  have 
to  look  for  an  irritant.  But  the  illustration  just  given  shows  that  the 
same  irritant  produces  very  different  effects  in  different  persons.  We 
have  seen  that  in  some  persons  a  flea-bite  produces  an  exudation  lead- 
mg  to  the  formation  of  a  wheal,  but  in  many  persons  it  does  not.  In 
some  persons  a  wheal  may  be  produced  by  a  very  trivial  irritation.  A 
simple  scratch  with  the  finger-nail  will,  in  some,  cause  a  raised  line  such 
as  m  others  is  produced  by  the  lash  of  a  whip.  Then  it  is  remarkable 
that  m  the  same  person  at  one  time  a  wheal  will  be  produced  by  a 
simple  scratch  and  at  others  it  will  not.  These  diff-erences  apparently 
depend  on  variations  in  the  state  of  the  nervous  system  at  different 
times  and  m  different  persons.    In  urticaria  there  is  a  formation  of 
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wheals  in  various  parts  of  the  body  without  any  special  external  irritant. 
Such  attacks  are  usually  brought  on  by  eating  shell-fish,  walnuts,  or  other 
special  forms  of  food.  These  suljstances  appear  to  produce  their  eflfects 
through  the  nervous  system,  inducing,  by  reflex  action,  a  pecuUarly 
sensitive  state  of  the  skin.  The  wheals  occur  especially  in  parts  of  the 
skin  which  are  irritated  by  rubbing  or  Ijy  the  contact  of  the  clothes, 
and  there  may  be  very  striking  oedema  of  the  eyelids,  for  instance, 
where  the  feeling  of  itchiness  has  induced  the  person  to  rub  them  more 
than  other  parts. 

In  almost  all  forms  of  inflammation  the  state  of  the  nervous  system 
and  individual  peculiarities  have  a  most  important  bearing  on  the  form 
and  intensity  of  the  process.  But  there  are  some  forms  of  inflammation 
in  which  the  condition  of  the  nervous  system  has  even  a  more  direct 
bearing  on  the  causation.  Where  the  trophic  centres  of  parts  of  the 
skin  are  interfered  with,  a  trivial  irritation  may  lead  to  necrosis  or 
severe  inflammation. 

Inflammations  owe  their  immediate  origin  to  direct  or  mdirect 
irritation  of  the  skin.  The  irritant  may  be  circulating  in  the  blood  and 
carried  to  the  skin  as  to  other  structures.  This  applies  to  the  cutaneous 
eruptions  in  the  acute  specific  fevers  and  in  syphiHs ;  in  these  cases  we 
may  designate  the  eruptions  as  symptomatic.  On  the  other  hand  the 
irritant  may  come  from  without,  as  in  the  case  of  erysipelas,  scaldmg 
etc.,  and  the  inflammation  is  localized  according  to  the  extent  of 
the  irritation. 


FORMS  OF  CUTANEOUS  INFLAMMATIONS. 

It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  classify  the  various  inflammations  of  the 
skin  but  for  convenience  we  shall  consider  them  in  four  groups 
Symptomatic  Inflammations;  (2)  ^^^^^^  tZ:Ji 
Traumatic  and  Non-infective  Inflammations;  (4)  Septic  and  Infectne 

Inflammations. 

1.  SYMPTOMATIC  INFLAMMATIONS. 
This  class  embraces  the  inflammations  occurring  in  the  acute  fevers 
Of  ^ftmi  some  are  very  trivial  so  far  as  the  actual  lesion  m 
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the  skin  is  concerned.  Thus,  the  eruptions  in  measles,  scarlatina,  typhoid 
and  typhus  fevers,  consist  of  little  more  than  an  inflammatory  hyper- 
{©mia,  with  slight  exudation.  The  action  of  the  irritant  on  the  epider- 
mis is  evidenced  in  many  cases  by  the  subsequent  occurrence  of 
desquamation,  which  implies  that  the  cells  have  been  so  injured  as 
to  lead  to  their  premature  necrosis  and  discharge. 

In  SMALL-POX  there  is  a  much  more  severe  inflammation.  As  the 
changes  here  afford  an  excellent  example  of  the  more  pronounced 
inflammatory  lesions  of  the  skin,  and  may  be  regarded  as  typical  of 
the  anatomical  conditions  in  inflammatory  skin  eruptions  in  general, 
they  merit  a  more  careful  study.  In  this  case  the  virus  evidently 
lodges  in  the  skin  and  multiplies  there,  leading  to  pronounced  local 
changes.  The  fine  particles,  which  we  saw  in  a  previous  page  to  be 
the  direct  vehicles  of  the  virus,  are  present  in  the  small-pox  eruption, 
especially  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  process,  and  it  is  evidently  the 
products  of  their  action  that  irritate  the  skin. 

The  effects  of  the  irritant  are  seen  mainly  in  the  epidermis,  which 
shows  changes  chiefly  in  the  more  plastic  Malpighian  layer.  Many  of 
the  cells  undergo  a  kind  of  coagulation  necrosis,  their  nuclei  being  lost 
and  their  substance  converted  into  a  hyaline  material.  These  ne- 
crosed epidermic  cells  allow  of  spaces  being  formed  among  their  layers 


^JX''^,  ^«  deepest  cell^g  i«  P^^^id  ,.^L*^-  "1°^^  P-* 
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i,i  which  emdod  fluid  collects.    In  this  wiiy  a  vesicle  is  formed,  but  it 
does  uot  consist  of  a  single  cavity.   As  shown  in  Fig.  329,  the  epdernnc 
cells  ov  their  remains  form  a  network  of  fihres  and  partitions  which 
.livido  the  vesicle  into  compartments  or  loculi  ((,  in  figure)  m  u-lnch  a 
serous  fluid  containing  the  fine  particles  already  referred  to  is  eontamed 
As  the  inflammation  increases  in  intensity  leucocytes  are  exuded,  and 
these  accumulate,  as  seen  in  the  figure,  both  in  the  superficial  layers  of 
the  cutis        and  in  the  loculi  of  the  vesicle.    By  the  aggrega  ion 
,f  these  tie  vesicle  becomes  a  pustule.    In  the  flgiire  it  is  seen  that 
lie  the  papillary  layer  of  the  skin  (d)  is  somewhat  infiltrated  with 
eucocytes,  yet  it  is  not  destroyed,  and  the  intorpapillary  proccsse. 
of  tre  M  Ipighian  layer  of  the  cpidemis  (c)  still  persist.  Sometimes 
no  further  destruction  occurs  than  this;  the  pustule  dries  in  and  a 
IstTs  ormed,  and  under  it  the  Malpighiau  layer  forms  new  epidermis. 
„t    when  tire  crust  is  shed  healing  occurs  without  any  loss  of  su  - 
stance    But  more  commonly  the  action  of  the  virus  causes  death  of  th. 
trfeial  layers  of  the  cntis  as  well  as  of  the  epidermis.    This  s 
h  wn  ta  F  g.  330,  where  an  iniection  thrown  into  the  artenes  runs  in.. 


is  uninjected  and  homogeneous,    x  50.   (.KiNDFi^Bib^-  j 

the  surrounding  skill  (. but  does  not  P— "hs'^Ztd 'wi* 
this  ease,  when  th^  ^f^a  of'  Icl  ^  appear.  By  the 
Cli:g  <:f^;hett:ic:r:rh:ve  the  depressed  reticulated  cicatrices 
etaaeteristie  of  small-pox  (the  so-called  pitting  of  small-pox). 

2  INFLAMMATOEY  SKIN  EBUPTIONS. 
We  include  here  all  simple  inflammations  of  the  skin  which  do  not 
depend  on  any  traumatic  or  infective  cause. 


ERYTHEMA  AND  ROSEOLA — ECZEMA. 


851 


(1)  Erythema  and  Roseola. — These  names  are  applied  to  mild  in- 
Hanimatory  conditions  in  which  the  chief,  and  sometimes  the  only 
apparent,  change  is  hyperseniia.  The  inflammatory  nature  of  the  con- 
<Iition  is,  however,  often  indicated  by  the  existence  of  more  or  less 
swelling,  due  to  oedema  of  the  superficial  layers  of  the  skin  (erythema 
nodosum  and  papulosum).  The  attacks  are  frequently  evanescent,  but 
are  often  followed  by  desquamation,  which  also  evidences  the  inflamma- 
tory nature  of  the  condition. 

These  very  mild  inflammations  are  frequently  somewhat  generalized, 
and  appear  in  many  cases  to  be,  like  urticaria,  related  to  special  condi- 
tions of  the  nervous  system,  especially,  perhaps,  of  the  vaso-motor 
nerves.  They  may  also  be  produced  by  external  irritants,  especially 
in  susceptible  persons. 

(2)  Eczema. — This  name  is  aj)plied  to  localized  inflammations  of  the 
skin,  usually  of  a  sub-acute  or  chronic  character.    The  mere  fact  of 
their  local  nature  would  indicate  that  the  irritant  here  comes  from 
without ;  but  external  irritation  is  hardly  ever  the  entire  explanation 
of  the  attacks.     In  no  other  disease  do  individual  peculiarities  and 
special  states  of  the  organism  play  a  more  important  part.    The  ex- 
ternal irritant  may  be  very  various,  such  as  medicinal  ointments,  stuffs 
used  by  the  patient  in  his  occupation,  as  in  dyeing,  parasites  which  in- 
duce scratching,  etc.    The  intensity  of  the  inflammation  depends  on 
the  susceptibility  of  the  patient  and  the  character  of  the  irritant.  The 
various  degrees  of  intensity  are,  to  a  great  extent,  distinguished  by  the 
characters  of  the  eruption,  so  that  we  have  papules,  vesicles,  pustules, 
etc.,  characterizing  different  cases  of  eczema. 

If  the  irritation  be  very  mild  there  is  little  beyond  a  patch  of  red- 
ness, with  raised  papules,  depending  on  infiltration  of  the  papillary 
layer  of  the  skin — eczema  papulosum. 

In  cases  where  the  irritation  is  more  violent,  there  is  partial  necrosis 
of  the  epidermis,  and  vesicles  form  in  the  manner  already  described- 

ECZEMA  VESICULOSUM. 

A  greater  degree  of  inflammation  will  convert  the  vesicles  into  nus- 

tules— ECZEMA  PUSTULOSUM. 

In  the  two  forms  last  mentioned  there  are  often  crusts  formed 
and  sometimes,  without  any  considerable  formation  of  vesicles  scales 
and  crusts  form,  so  that  the  eczema  is  nearly  dry  and  the  surfac;  scaly 
-ECZEMA  SQUAMOSUM.   On  the  Other  hand  the  vesicles  may  break  and 
.is  fresh  exudation  passes  to  the  surface  there  may  be  a  continual'  dis 
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charge— ECZEMA  madidans.    The  surface  thus  exposed  is  often  very 
rod  and  infiltrated,  so  the  name  eczema  rubrum  is  given. 

These  forms  are  not  to  be  rigidly  distinguished,  and  several  of  them 
may  be  present  in  the  same  case,  there  being  papules,  vesicles,  pustules, 
crusts,  and  a  weeping  surface  represented  on  the  same  patch. 

In  what  has  gone  l)efore  the  conditions  referred  to  have  been  chieHy 
those  in  sub-acute  eczema.   When  the  disease  becomes  chronic  there  are 
more  permanent  changes  which  may  be  compared  to  those  in  catari-h  of 
mucous  membranes.    The  inflamed  surface  usually  keeps  on  discharging 
serous  fluid,  not  always  to  the  same  extent.    The  epidermis  is  softened, 
and,  to  a  considerable  extent,  lost,  so  that  the  cutis  is  exposed  or 
covered  with  irregular  crusts.    The  cutis  itself  is  red  and  it  is  thick- 
ened both  by  the  serous  exudation  and  by  accumulation  of  round  cells. 
The  skin,  in  fact,  shows  more  or  less  the  characters  of  a  chronic  inflam- 
mation with  the  usual  new-formation  of  connective  tissue. 

When  the  inflammation  subsides,  there  is,  in  the  milder  forms  a 
complete  restoration.  But  where  considerable  infiltration  of  the  skm 
has  occurred  there  may  be  a  very  imperfect  restoration  of  the  papiilse, 
the  skin,  as  a  whole,  having  somewhat  of  a  cicatricial  character_  Hence 
the  smooth  homogeneous  appearance  sometimes  presented,  ihe  part 
is  also  not  infrequently  the  seat  of  pigmentation. 

,  » 

(3)  Psoriasis. -The  nature  of  the  irritant  is  in  this  case  quite  un- 
kno\^^,  but  it  is  probably  to  be  found  in  some  special  condition  of  the 
blood  We  know,  at  least,  that  remedies  introduced  into  the  blood 
(arsenic,  and,  according  to  Napier,  chrysophanic  acid  administered  inter- 
nally) frequently  cure  the  disease.  i  •  t  . 

The  lesion  is  mamly  of  the  epidemns,  and  especially  of  ite  Ma  p>gh,  n 
layer.    The  papillary  layer  of  the  cutis  is  hypera=mic  and  partly  mfi  - 
trLd  with  leucocytes,  the  papilla  are  also  described  ^  f^^'^^ 
these  alterations  are  comparatively  trifimg,  as,  after  death,  /^'J'  l'»  « 
indication  of  them  is  to  be  found.    During  Ufe  the  hypera^m.a  gives  the 
cor L  a  red  colour.    In  the  middle  regions  of  the  Ma  p.ghjan  lay  ot 
the  epidermis  there  is  an  abundant  new-formafon  of  ep.d,rnuc  11. 
This  Lw-formation  is  so  great  that  there  is  no  tone  * 
become  horny  before  they  pass  to  the  surface.    Hence  the  ep^crn 
on  the  patch  is  entirely  composed  of  Malp.gh.an  l»y«.  -^;f  ; 
being  soft,  they  adhere  as  they  dry  much  more  readily  mto  con  .d 
able  scales  than  the  horny  cells  do.    For  a  smr.to  ^    f  , 

they  shrink  much  more  than  the  homy  cells,  and  arr  ms,nuates  itscl 
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in  interstices  between  them.  It  is  the  finely  divided  air  which  gives 
the  scales  the  peculiar  silvery  appearance  characteristic  of  this  disease 
(Rindfleisch).  When  the  scales  are  removed  the  papillary  layer  of  the 
skin  is  seen  to  be  red  and  readily  bleeds. 

(4)  PrTYRiAsis  Rubra.  —In  this  disease  we  have  a  more  or  less 
general  affection,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  depends  on  a  lesion 
of  the  trophic  centres  of  the  skin.   It  is  characterized  by  an  excessive  dis- 
charge of  scales  consisting  of  masses  of  epidermic  cells.    These  scales 
pass  oif  from  slightly  raised  and  reddened  surfaces,  which  in  the  earlier 
periods  are  limited  in  size,  but  extend  till  often  they  cover  nearly  the 
entire  body.    In  the  earlier  periods  the  cutis  presents  little  more  than 
hypercemia  with  excess  of  leucocytes  in  its  papillary  layer,  but  when 
the  disease  has  lasted  for  some  time  there  is  thinning  of  it  with  flatten- 
ing of  the  papillae.     The  sebaceous  glands  and  hairs  as  well  as  the 
sweat  glands,  are  usually  atrophied.    There  is  often  a  very  excessive 
discharge  of  epidermis,  and  the  disease  may  lead  by  debility  and 
marasmus  to  a  fatal  issue. 

(5)  Lichen  Ruber. -The  designation  lichen  is  frequently  used  to 
denote  a  simple  papular  eruption,  and  in  this  sense  lichen  simplex  is 
nothing  but  eczema  papulosum.    Lichen  ruber,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a 
diffused  papular  eruption,  dependiug  hke  pityriasis  rubra  on  some  ob- 
scure general  cause.    There  is  an  inflammation  of  the  skin,  generally 
beginning  m  patches,  but  sometimes  extending  till  nearly  the  entire 
body  IS  covered.    There  are  individual  red  papules  on  a  red  basis.  As 
the  disease  goes  on  the  skin  gets  infiltrated  and  thickened,  so  that  the 
rnovements  of  the  joints  are  hindered,  and  fissures  are  f  rmed  at  th 
folds  of  the  skm.    On  the  face  the  lines  of  expression  are  obliterated 
The  nails  are  usually  thickened.    In  its  deta/ls  the  disease  seems  to 
•  f l-PHary  layer  of  the^it ! 
and  the  Malpighian  layer  of  the  epidermis.  The  cells  of  the  i.te  m1  "hi 

el  e:;:;r«^^^^^  — ^f  round  cells, 

cells  in  the  hair-follicles  accumulation  of  epidermic 

-  -ch 

—  it  seems  to  depend  on  7^^^^-^,:;^^ 
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induced  especially  among  children  by  neglect  of  sanitary  condiuons  an.I 
defective  nutrition.    Numerous  sn.all  papules  appear  on  the  skm  and 
they  are  intensely  itchy.    The  papules  are  due  to  an  mflammator 
thicKeningof  the  pap"-  -d  rete  Malpighii.    The-  - ce 
■md  a  serous  fluid  exuded,  so  that  when  the  head  of  the  papule  is  rc 

a  drop  of  fluid  appears.    The  V^^^^^ 
duced  to  bleed  by  scratching,  and  it  is  probably  from  th- 
frequently  leave  a  brown  stain.    The  irritation  produced  by  scratching 
may  also  lead  to  eczema. 

(7)  PEMPHIGUS.-This  condition  is  characterized  by  the  forma- 
J  Y^e  vesicle,  o.  .ull.  mled  ^  ^M^^ 

colour  and  slightly  raised.    The  <^P^™  ^^all- 
cutis  bv  fluid  accumulating  beneath  it.    ihere  is  not  no  , 
cuus  u;y  Malpishian  layer,  but  tor  tne 

pox,  an  exudation  among  the  cells  of  ^  ^^J^^^  P  -  is  not  divided  by 
Lst  part  the  whole  epidermis  is  ^^^^^^^^^^  epidemris 

•  ,    1     T         +1tp  hlpb  remain  uniupuireu  d,  la^'oi  kj  i 
septa  into  locuh.    If  the  bleb  jn  i  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^ 

forms  on  the  surface  of  the  cutis.  15 

cutis  discharges  for  a  time;  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  imperfectly 
which  the  epidermis  grows.    In  some  cases  ^^^^^^^^ 
formed  and  neighbouring  ones  coalesc  ,  so  that  a^^^^^^^^^^ 

affected.    When  these  blebs  ^l^'^^,  fluid  . 

formation  of  ^V'^'^'^''^:  ^''^^^^^  This  form  is  designated 

well  as  crusts  produced  by  the  fluid  cirjm^ 

PEMPHIGUS  FOLIACEUS. 

glaU  aBd  their  neighbourhood  ch.^^^^^^^^ 

I"— ,^tTTh?etl  f  hepU.g  present,  at  the  surface 
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marine,  and  whose  colour  is  destroyed  by  aqua  regia.  The  j)hig  can  be 
readily  pressed  out  by  squeezing  the  skin  around  the  ghmd  ;  it  emerges 
as  a  worm-Hke  structure  with  its  dark  head.  The  plug  consists  of  shed 
epidermis  and  sebum,  with  occasionally  a  small  parasite,  the  acarus 
folliculorum. 

In  MILIUM  there  is  an  accumulation  of  the  secretion  with  closure 
of  the  orifice  of  the  gland.  The  accumulated  secretion  forms  a  rounded 
solid  globe,  which  can  be  felt  in  the  substance  of  the  skin,  but  over 
Avhich  the  epidermis  passes  unbroken.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  small  retention 
cyst,  and  it  contains  the  secretion  of  the  gland  mixed  with  epidermis,  so 
that  on  cutting  into  it  a  whitish  globular  body  is  discharged.  The 
cause  of  the  closure  of  the  duct  is  obscure. 

In  acne  there  is  a  more  or  less  acute  inflammation  of  the  sebaceous 
glands,  usually  in  connection  with  comedo.  There  is  redness  and  swelling 
around,  and  pus  is  usually  formed,  and  mingles  with  the  substance  of 
the  comedo.  Sometimes  there  is  not  a  proper  suppuration,  but  the  sub- 
stance of  the  plug  is  softened  by  the  inflammatory  exudation.  The 
inflammation  is  due  to  the  irritation  of  the  plug,  especially  when  by 
long  stagnation  it  has  become  foul. 

The  name  ACNE  mentagra,  or  SYCOSIS,  is  given  to  cases  where  there 
IS  mflammation  of  the  sebaceous  glands  in  connection  with  the  hairs  of 
the  beard.  There  is  a  sycosis  of  parasitic  origin,  but  in  the  simple 
form  there  is  suppuration  in  and  around  the  hair-follicles  of  the  nature 
of  acne. 

A  more  chronic  inflammation  of  the  sebaceous  glands  of  the  face 
mth  special  hyperaemia  of  the  vessels  around,  has  received  the  name 
ACNE  rosacea.  There  is  very  Httle  tendency  to  suppuration,  but'great 
thickenmg  of  the  skin  occurs,  so  that  sometimes  there  are  large  lobul- 
ated  and  red  protuberances,  especially  on  the  nose,  on  the  surface 
of  which  many  comedones  are  seen.  This  disease  is  not  uncommon  in 
women,  especially  about  puberty  and  at  the  chmacteric  period.  In  men 
It  IS  often  associated  with  dissipated  habits. 

3.  TEAUMATIC  AND  NON-INFECTIVE  INFLAMMATIONS. 

(1)  Burns  and  ScALDS.-We  include  here  the  lesions  produced  bv 
the  application  of  excessive  heat  to  the  skin,  whether  the  heal  1  sub 
stance  apphed  be  in  the  sohd,  hquid,  or  gaseous  form.    The  tit  act  n J 
as  an  irntant  damages  or  kills  the  tissue,  and  so  we  have  si^^^  o1 
mflammation  frequently  associated  with  necrosis  " 
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Burns  have  been  distinguished  into  three  degrees,  according  to  their 
intensity,  and  we  have  to  consider  the  exact  condition  of  the  skin 
in  each.  The  three  degrees  are  characterized  by  these  three  phe- 
nomena— hyperaimia,  vesication,  sloughing. 

In  the  FIRST  DEGitRE  the  heat  is  only  sufficient  to  pi'oduce  a  hyper- 
aemia  of  the  skin.  Exposure  to  the  rays  of  the  sun,  or  to  hot  water  of 
a  temperature  of  100°  F.  and  upwards,  causes  such  a  relaxation  ol 
the  arteries  as  to  induce  considerable  congestion.  The  inflammatory 
nature  of  this  hypertemia  is  shown  by  its  continuance  for  some  time 
after  removal  of  the  cause,  and  by  the  occasional  occurre^e  of  some 
cedematous  swelling  of  the  skin.    After  a  time  there  may  be  desqua- 

mation.  ^  ,  ,• 

The  SECOND  DEGKEE  is  produced  by  the  action  of  a  temperature  oi 
140°  to  18.5"  F    or  by  the  evanescent  action  of  a  stdl  higher  tem- 
perature.   The 'effect  is  to  cause  a  necrosis  with  swelUng  of  the 
epidermic  cells  of  the  Malpighian  layer,  and  an  inftammatory  exuda- 
tion from  the  papillary  layer  of  the  skin.    The  changes  m  the  rete 
Malpighii  are  similar  to  those  already  described  as  occurring  in  the 
formalon  of  the  small-pox  vesicle,  but  they  are  more  rapully  produced 
and  the  layer  of  cells  is  more  homogeneously  affected.    The  exudation, 
passing  out  from  the  papilte,  separates  the  epidermic  cells  from  the  sul- 
Le  of  the  papillae,  and  a  vesicle  is  thus  formed.    Usually  the 
papiUary  cel^s  of  the  retc  Malpighii  escape  destruction^  but  when  the 
!cLn  is  more  intense  they  also  may  be  killed.    The  inflammation  soon 
subskles  and  from  the  remaining  cells  of  the  rete  Malpighn  new  epi- 
dermt     reproduced  ;  there  may  be  already  a  complete  coating  o  new 
dermis  before  the  vesicle  bursts.    But  sometimes  the  ..sic  e  W 
early  and  the  inflamed  surface  of  the  skm  is  exposed  ;  o,  nearly  the 
whoi;  of  the  rete  Malpighii  may  have  been  destroyed,  -en  the  iMe- 
papillary  processes.    In  these  cases  the  covering  over  of  the  sm  ace 
wi?h  epidermis  may  be  delayed,  and  the  surface  may  even  become  like 

'  "T^!::^^^  .-osis  not  only  of  the  epidermis  but 
of  tie  "to  a  greater  or  less  depth.     The  temP-ture  is  ove 
140-  F.,  and  if  very  high  may  have  acted  for  a  ^^^J^^'^^^;^^ 
general  rule  the  necrosed  tissue  lies  ^ 

inflammatory  ^^°^^Z:Zl^^^^^^  ^V™l.ting 
character  of  which  varies  with  the  depth  of  the  slough 


BURNS  AND  SCALDS. 


857 


Severe  burns  sometimes  lead  rapidly  to  deatpi  with  symptoms  of 
i^ollapse.    The  explanation  of  this  is  not  e&sy,  but  there  are  two  condi- 
tions which  afFect  the  body  in  general,  which  probably  are  the  chief 
agents.    When  a  part  of  the  skin  is  exposed  to  a  high  temperature,  the 
red  corpuscles  in  the  vessels  perish,  and  they  do  so  even  in  parts  where 
the  circulation  persists.    If  the  heat  has  acted  for  some  time,  then  the 
blood  m  the  vessels  may  have  been  frequently  renewed  and  large  num- 
bers of  corpuscles  may  have  been  destroyed.    The  red  corpuscles  yield 
their  haemoglobin,  which,  as  we  have  seen  at  p.  11,  acts  as  a  poison. 
Besides  this,  the  mere  destruction  of  large  numbers  of  corpuscles  may 
seriously  interfere  with  the  respiratory  functions.    Again,  the  vessels  of 
the  sldn  are  dilated  after  the  occurrence  of  the  burning.    If  the  surface 
affected  be  large  there  may  be,  as  a  result  of  this,  a  serious  loss  of  heat 
and  reduction  of  temperature  in  the  body  as  a  whole.    At  the  same 
.  time  the  dilatation  of  so  many  arteries  may  reduce  the  blood-pressure  to 
a  considerable  extent.  '  The  combined  action  of  these  conditions  seems 
to  bring  about  the  collapse  after  burns. 

If  the  person  sui'vives  for  some  time  after  the  burning,  there  are  fre- 
quently found  inflammations  of  internal  organs,  the  lungs,  kidneys 
serous  membranes ;  also  fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart  and  of  the 
liver.    These  are  to  be  ascribed  with  great  probabihty  to  the  alteration 
of  the  blood. 

.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  account  for  the  occurrence  of  the  duo- 
denal ULCER  after  burns.  When  several  weeks  elapse  before  death, 
there  IS  found  m  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  cases  one  or  more  ulcers 
usually  situated  in  the  duodenum  near  the  pylorus,  but  sometimes  in 
the  pyloric  region  of  the  stomach.  It  may  be  a  superficial  hemorrhagic 
erosion  or  a  deeply  penetrating  ulcer. 

(2)  Frost-bite  and  Chilblain. -These  conditions  are  produced 

LI  ^etr'^^^^ ^^^^ 
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The  SECOND  DEGREK  irichxdes  the  less  severe  cases  of  frost-bitk. 
The  skin  has  been  frozen  and  too  rapidly  thawed,  the  result  Ijeing  sucli 
an  injury  to  the  tissue  as  to  cause  an  acute  inflammation.  The  epider- 
mis is  raised  in  blisters  which  often  contain  a  Ijloody  serum.  There 
may  even  be  sloughing  of  the  superficial  layers  of  the  cutis,  and  by  the 
separation  of  the  slough  an  indolent  ulcer  forms. 

In  the  THIRD  degree,  forming  the  more  severe  cases  of  frost-bite, 
there  has  been  prolonged  exposure  to  very  intense  cold.  The  conse- 
,|uence  is  the  complete  freezing  of  part  of  the  body,  especially  m 
reo-ions  removed  from  the  heart,  as  the  fingers  and  toes.  The  tissues 
are  stiffened  by  freezing,  and  the  blood  coagulated,  so  that  sometimes 
parts  can  be  broken  off  like  glass.  When  the  parts  are  thawed  gan- 
<rrene  sets  in.  The  whole  frozen  part  does  not  die,  but  there  is  partial 
recovery  with  inflammation.  The  gangrenous  part  is  separated  m  the 
usual  way,  generally  with  decomposition  (moist  gangrene). 

(3)  Boil  and  Carbuncle. -These  names  are  appHed  to  localized 
acute  inflammations  of  the  skin  with  partial  necrosis.  The 
FURUNCULUS  occurs  for  the  most  part  in  persons  who  are  debilitated  or 
exhausted,  but  in  addition  to  thiswe  have  to  look  for  some  local  irntan. 
The  fact  that  it  begins  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  hair-f olhcle  or  sebace- 
ous gW  seems  to  suggest  that  accumulation  of  secretion  f'^^ 
the  irritant.    The  boil  would  thus  be  related  to  the  acne  pustule  the 
more  intense  inflammation  in  the  former  being  related  to  the  sta  e  of 
the  patient.    The  inflammation  manifests  itself  in  hyperaemia  and  ex- 
udation, so  that  a  localized  redness  and  swelling  f  Jff ^ J 
piece  of  skin  in  the  very  centre  of  the  inflamed  J/^; 
abscess  having  formed,  the  slough  is  by  degrees  discharged  along  .vith 

'^\ihe'carbuncle  or  ANTHRAX  is  similar  in  its  general  characters  to  the 
boii~u^^  larger  piece  of  skin  is  involved.  The^^^^^^^^^ 
fore  of  much  larger  extent.    It  sometimes  happens  hat  '^^  ^^^^^^^^ 
of  skin  in  its  entire  thickness  dies  and  is  separated  -J 
slough.    More  frequently  the  necrosis  is  less  extensive  in  the  sup 
layers,  but  more  extensive  in  the  deeper  parts,  and  the  slouch 
charged  through  numerous  small  apertures. 

tho  hLling  o{  wounds  and  the  fomaUon  of  ^'-^^^'^l^^lll,^^  is 
sidered  in  previous  pages.    When  merely  a  portion  of  ep 
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i-emoved  by  an  injury,  forming  an  excoriation,  it  is  restored  with  re- 
markable celerity.    The  cells  at  the  margin  and  those  of  the  deepei- 
layers  divide  and  form  new  cells  which  fill  in  the  gap.    In  the  case  of  a 
deeper  wound  the  epidermis  also  shows  gi'eat  vigour,  and  it  sometimes 
advances  beyond  the  line  of  the  other  healing  processes.    Dr.  Macewen 
has  pointed  out  to  the  author  that  the  new-formed  epidermis  may  ad- 
vance over  a  blood-clot  filling  up  a  wound.    The  epidermis  here  has  a 
remarkably  transparent  hyaline  appearance  and  is  continuous,  not  with 
the  Malpighian  layer,  but  with  the  layers  superficial  to  that.  The 
character  of  the  cells  here  and  their  transparency  suggest  that  they 
may  be  derived  from  the  stratum  lucidum.    It  may,  indeed,  be  sug- 
gested that  this  layer  in  the  normal  skin  is  composed  of  young  epider- 
ims,  and  that  the  loss  on  the  surface  is  supplied  by  new-formation  here 
and  not  in  the  Malpighian  layer. 

^  (o)  Ulcers.— By  this  name  we  understand  losses  of  substance  in  the 
skin  which  are  mostly  in  process  of  enlargement.    The  margin  of  the 
ulcer  is  inflamed  and  infiltrated  with  inflammatory  products.    The  en- 
largement takes  place  by  a  gradual  molecular  necrosis  of  the  inflamed 
structures,  and  it  implies  the  continuous  action  of  an  irritant.  The 
irntant  is  mostly  an  infective  virus,  and  the  majority  of  the  ulcers  will 
be  agam  referred  to  under  the  next  heading.    The  varicose  ulcer 
however,  does  not  belong  to  this  category.    The  original  lesion  here  is 
a  prolonged  venous  hyperaemia,  leading  to  oedema  and  infiltration  of  the 
•skm.    The  nutrition  of  the  skin  is  seriously  compromised,  and  a  trivial 
ex  enial  mjury  may  cause  the  epidermis  to  give  way.    The  exposed 
and  mflamed  skm  forms  granulations,  but  these  also,  from  the  persistent 
venous  engorgement,  are  readily  destroyed  by  slight  injuries  and  the 

"Th^'"'^^'^^  si::;" 

extends.    The  granulations  will  only  proceed  to  healing  in  the  usual 
way  when  the  venous  hyperc^mia  is  removed 

In  the  case  of  infective  ulcers  there  is  also  usually  a  granulatino- 
urface  wh.ch  .  gradually  destroyed  by  the  action  of  the  .ir^  wTet 
— Lg^^^^^^^^^  P-e^.^  -  healing  Hke^ 

4.  INFECTIVE  INFLAMMATIONS. 

°"  The  syphilitic  inflammation* 
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might  ho  consideied  liore,  hut  they  will  he  taken  up  afterwards  hy 

themselves.  ,    .  .  4^1,11 

(1)  Lesions  from  Cadaveric  PoisoNS.-In  the  juices  of  the  dea.l 
hody  when  in  process  of  decomposition,  there  are  innumerable  bactena 
of  different  kinds.    Some  of  these  may  attack  the  skin  of  the  dissector 
or  pathologist,  and  find  a  lodgement  there.    The  organisms  themselves 
are  of  very  various  degrees  of  virulence.    If  the  subject        *e<>  <>  » 
septic  disease,  then  the  organisms  which  have  during  the  life  of  the 
patient  been  active  factors  in  the  production  of  the  disease,  may  reman, 
Lcially  virulent  after  death.    The  fluid  in  the  abdomen  after  sept,,: 
peritonitis,  such  as  that  which  occurs  in  one  form  0   puerperal  feve, 
teems  with  micrococci,  and  this  fluid  is  pecuharly  virulent  when  apphe.l 
to  the, skin.    So  is  it  also  with  septic  pleurisy,  etc. 

Besides  degrees  of  activity  in  the  virus,  there  are  various  degrees  n, 
the  susceptibility  of  different  persons,  and  of  the  same  person  at  dif- 
ferent times.  The  frequent  exposure  to  the  cadavenc  viruses  creaks  a 
oerta  n  immunity,  so  that  a  person  will  be  more  secure  against  them 
rerfrequentl/Lngaged  in  post-mortem  ^^^^^^^Z^^^ 

'%\fvrv:;^ri-r:rr^^^^^^^^ 

surfae  When  a  wound  is  ma.le  during  dissection  it  f 
Ihoi^^hly  and  sucked,  while  t  '".tr 

™us  may  be  washed  away.    But  if  it  gets  into 
sweat  glands  it  may  lodge  and  mu  tiply  — ^e^^^^  i„fl,„„,«on  of 

The  immediate  effects  are  usually  an  acute  °<^»1'^«^™  , 
the  skin,  resulting  in  the  formation  of  a  smal  PIIST.!^ 
may  have  attacked  at  several  points,  and  there  is  a  ci J 
usually  on  the  hack  of  the  hand  or  "^^^f  "g"   as  it  is 

the  left  hand  being  more  frequently  f^'f^ZXe  or^..^.  In 
most  frequently  exposed  in  ^^V^^^^-^^^^  ^^'^  Led,  and  in  the 
many  cases  nothing  ^  cropC^ustules'in  the  spring  may  he. 

ease  of  the  regular  patholog^t  -  ™P  J  ,„„e  of  then 

his  annual  experience.     The  p.«  «»nt  ^^^^ 

free,  but  some  in  the  "'/^Xevere  local  effects,  and  somc- 

Sometimes,  however,  the  e  are  more 
times  the  vims  travels  farther  inwards.    Instead  ot    y  „  ^ 
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pustule,  after  partially  disappearing,  sometimes  leads  to  an  acute  inflam- 
mation in  a  larger  area  around,  so  that  a  boil  is  the  result.  The 
inflammation  is  often  so  acute  as  to  lead 
to  a  necrosis  of  a  piece  of  skin,  so  that 
suppuration  is  set  up  and  a  slough  is 
ultimately  discharged.  In  this  case  there 
is  a  cicati'ix  left  when  healing  occurs.  In 
other  cases  it  is  what  has  been  called  co^fi^^^^Z^^Tl^^^iS: 
a  bhnd  boil  which  develops  after  the 

pustule.  There  is  a  more  chronic  inflammation  of  the  skin  with  con- 
siderable thickening  and  elevation.  The  surface  of  these  elevations  is 
often  irregular  and  somewhat  warty  in  appearance — the  PATHOLOGICAL 
WART.  These,  however,  not  infrequently  develop  without  a  previous 
pustule,  the  virus  acting  slightly  but  continuously  from  the  first.  In 
all  these  cases  the  forces  of  the  tissues  seem  sufficient  to  keep  the  virus 
local,  although  there  may  be  some  general  disturbance  of  the  body, 
perhaps  from  the  absorption  of  the  products. 

In  some  cases,  however,  the  virus  propagates  itself  upwards  to- 
wards the  trunk.  It  may  be  that  an  erysipelas  starts  from  the  local 
inflammation,  extending  upwards  along  the  lymph  spaces  of  the  skin. 
In  other  cases  the  axillary  glands  become  inflamed  without  any  inter- 
vening lesions,  the  virus  passing  up  the  vessels  and  only  producing 
mischief  after  lodging  in  the  glands.  Here  suppuration  is  common"! 
An  inflammation  of  the  skin  resembling  erysipelas  may  spread  from  the 
glands,  as  the  virus,  checked  in  its  upward  course  towards  the  trunk  by 
the  gland,  passes  outwards  to  the  lymph  spaces  around.  This  course 
of  events  is  shown  in  the  exquisite  account  which  Paget  has  given  oihm 
o^yn  case  in  his  Clmical  Lectures  and  Essays.  The  inflammation  may 
travel  along  the  connective  tissue  of  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue 
and  may  even  reach  the  pleura.  In  the  skin  its  effects  may  be  very 
severe,  resulting  in  sloughing  and  profuse  suppuration  like  that  in 
erysipelas.    It  may  even  lead  to  septic  infection  or  pyaemia. 

Erysipelas. -This  is  an  acute  infective  inflammation  of  the 
Skin,    ihe  virus  depends  on  bacteria  m  the  form  of  micrococci  which 

sSterrrss"?  ''T''f  ^  "       ^^^^^P^  ^1^^^^^  °f  the 

or  L  I  ^""^  «^bcutaneous  tissue.    The  result  is  a  more 

This  with  .  r       .  P^^P^g^tes  along  the  lymph  spaces, 

ihis,  with  a  moderate  exudation  of  fluid  and  leucocytes,  may  be  all  the 
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phcuuiueiia.  But  sometimes  there  is  much  more  intense  inflammation. 
The  skin  is  infiltrated  with  leucocytes  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 

softened  and  opened  out 
.    '"^?::5^?!^7^j37<:  ..^  with  pus.    The  epidermis 

is  raised  by  exudation  so 
that  vesicles  or  pustules 
are  formed.  Sometimes 
the  lymph  spaces  are  oc- 
cupied with  fibrine.  Be- 
sides suppuration,  there  is 
often  necrosis  of  portions 

  of  the  skin  so  that  sloughs 

^^^m^m^m^^^  are  separated  with  the  pus. 


'•i^^^      ^    "  Phlegmonous  In- 

Fig.  3.-2.  -Fron.  the  sldn  i.^a  c^^^^  t^^^'x^J^  FLAMMATIONS.  -  These 

T^l^:^'^^i^^^  have  very  much  the  char- 

show.  .1  ■li'i>«li' •™''"*  ,  .  ,      •  ,„„J 

t  tl,P  severer  forms  of  erysipelas,  for  which,  mdeed,  the 
aeters  of  the  seveiei  lorius  j  i  ,,hleRmonous  i. 

name  phlegmonous  .-^^'f  a  ,  er^  acut"  eharrcter,  associ- 

applied  to  inflammations  of  the  skm  of  a  ^eiy  a 

aSd  with  slonghing.    Suoh  inflammations  ^P^™ 

-rtUirrs^^^^^  - 

:re3:tir:;;.e  more  direet^.alhed  ^^'^^Z 
the  gradual  extension  of  microooeci  in  *e  Ij"  ^1-'- 
mosdy  around  septic  wounds,  and  may  he  followed  By 
,„me  distance  from  the  wounds  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 

Sometimes  the  virus  is  of  s"<"^  ■f'  jij,  <,o„aition 

rapidly  develops,  heing  preceded  only  by  an  redema. 
the  name  mau«nakx  <ebbma  is  sometimes  given. 

IMTHRAX  —This  disease,  as  we  have  seen, 
(4)  Splenic  Fevee  o  f^™^^;^  „        ^  local  affection  to  begin 
depends  on  a  special  bacillus.  Theie  is  usi    5  ^^^^^^ 

with,  and  the  disease  may  j";^'^  ^^-^  suhcutaneoos 

characters  of  a  phlegmonous  "^^jj,*;,  ^^^ma  are  produced, 

tissue.  Sometimes  the  ^I'P-™"-  °'  '^^^  13  ,„n,etimes  called 
From  these  local  ^  j;Ci:acillus  penetrates  to  the 

ZrrthTprtat'frL  genera,  speciflc  fever. 
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(5)  Infective  Tumours. — Of  these,  lupus,  leprosy,  and  glanders 
have  been  sufficiently  described  in  the  general  part  of  this  work. 
Syphihtic  diseases  will  receive  special  descrij)tion  in  the  next  section. 

The  name  Frambcesia  is  given  to  a  disease  which  evidently  dei^ends 
on  a  virus  which  acts  on  the  skin.  There  are  jirominent  irregular 
swellings  produced  which  have  the  general  appearance  of  exuberant 
granulations.  These  have  been  compared  in  apjiearance  to  strawberries 
and  raspberries.  The  local  names  YAWS  (African  for  raspberry)  and 
PiAN  (mulberry)  also  suggest  these  resemblances.     The  disease  is 


It  beif,  7       f""'  have  regarded  it  as  the  same  disease 

begins  as  a  small  ra,secl  spot,  usually  on  the  face,  on  the  up  'r  o^. 
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lower  extremities,  or  near  the  organs  of  generation.  Tlie  spot  enlarges 
and  gradually  assumes  the  red  irregular  ajipearance  which  has  suggested 
its  names.  It  may  continue  for  months  or  years,  and,  neighbouring 
areas  coalescing,  it  may  affect  a  large  portion  of  the  cutaneous  surface. 

The  structure  of  these  growths  closely  resembles  that  of  the 
syphiHtic  chancre,  as  may  be  seen  by  comparing  Fig.  333  with  Fig.  48, 
p.  149.  The  cutis  is  converted  into  granulation  tissue,  whose  bulky 
masses  form  the  irregular  prominences  characteristic  of  the  disease. 
The  epidermis  may  be  continuous  over  even  the  most  prominent  of 
these  masses  (see  figure),  and  may  even  be  exaggerated;  but  the 
horny  layer  is  lost  and  the  soft  Malpighian  layer  alone  remains.  The 
epidermis  may  give  way,  and  an  ulcer  form,  from  which  a  thin  fluid  k 
discharged,  not  usually  a  true  pus. 


SYPHILITIC  LESIONS  OF  THE  SKIN. 

In  the  first  part  of  this  work  it  has  been  sufficiently  indicated  that 
syphilis  depends  on  a  virus,  and  that  the  various  manifestations  in  the 
skin  are  the  results  of  the  action  of  this  virus.  In  regard  to  these 
lesions  it  has  been  stated  that  they  are  either  simply  inflammatory,  or 
that  they  have  the  characters  of  the  gumma,  forming  in  the  latter  case 
more  or  less  definite  tumours  composed  of  granulation  tissue.  Even 
the  purely  inflammatory  lesions  have  a  tendency,  when  they  have 
persisted  long,  to  present  considerable  new-formation  of  granulation 
tissue.  The  syphilitic  lesions  of  the  skin  may  be  divided  into  the 
primary,  secondary,  and  tertiary. 

1.  The  HARD  CHANCRE  has  been  already  sufficiently  considered  at 
p.  149,  and  its  structure  is  illustrated  in  Fig.  48,  p.  149. 

2.  Syphilitic  Skin  Eruptions. — We  may,  under  this  heading, 
group  together  the  various  secondary  manifestations.  It  is  to  be  re- 
membered that  here  the  virus  is  in  the  blood,  and  that,  as  a  rule,  the 
manifestations  occur  over  the  skin  as  a  whole,  although  circumstances 
may  determine  a  certain  local  selection.  The  eruptions  are  for  the 
most  part  symmetrical,  and  they  present  a  peculiar  tendency  to  occur 
in  round  patches.  These  patches,  by  healing  in  the  centres  and  ex- 
tending at  the  periphery,  frequently  assume  a  circular  or  serpignious_ 
shape. 
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The  syphiHtic  eruptions  of  the  secondary  stage  are  somewhat  similar 
in  character  to  the  simple  inflammatory  eruptions,  and  they  are  com- 
monly designated  by  similar  names.  There  is,  however,  more  tendency 
in  the  syphilides  to  the  development  of  granulation  tissue  in  the  skm, 
and  hence  the  papular  forms  of  eruption  are  more  frequent.  The 
syphilitic'  eruptions  present  very  various  characters,  and  there  is  no 
form  which  is  constantly  present  at  a  particular  stage.  In  the  earliest 
periods  there  is  usually  a  generalized  hypertemia  of  the  skin  (syphilitic 
ERYTHEMA  or  eoseola).  A  more  local  development  of  elevated  papules, 
generally  in  groups,  constitutes  the  syphilitic  LICHEN.  In  these  papules, 
the  corium,  especially  its  superficial  layers,  and  to  a  certain  extent  the 
epidermis,  are  infiltrated  with  round  cells ;  generally  there  is  desqua- 
mation of  epidermis,  and  this  is  sometimes  very  prominent.  Occurring 
in  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  soles  of  the  feet  this  desquamation  is  so 
characteristic  as  to  give  rise  to  the  designation  SYPHILITIC  PSORIASIS, 
the  papules  after  a  time  coalescing  and  so  merely  producing  a  generally 
raised  surface. 

The  Condyloma  {plaque  muqmuse,  mucous  tubercle)  is  a  further  de- 
velopment of  the  papule.  It  occurs  usually  in  situations  where  two 
surfaces  of  the  skin  are  in  contact  and  are  thus  kept  moist,  as  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  genital  organs,  in  the  axilla,  beneath  the  mamma, 
etc.  We  have  here  a  very  marked  and  extensive  infiltration  of  the 
papillary  layer  of  the  skin  with  round  cells,  so  that  an  elevated  surface 
is  formed.  Sometimes  there  is  a  special  elongation  of  the  papillae  so 
that  a  warty  surface  is  produced,  giving  rise  to  the  pointed  condyloma. 
Sometimes  the  condyloma  breaks  down  on  the  surface  and  an  ulcer  forms. 

The  syphilitic  papules  sometimes  develop  into  pustules  or  vesicles. 
The  pustule  forms  by  the  epidermis  being  raised  from  the  surface,  while 
a  fluid  inflammatory  exudation  occurs  between  it  and  the  corium,  which 
latter  remains  infiltrated  with  round  cells.  The  pustule  or  vesicle  and  its 
infiltrated  basis  may  enlarge  so  as  to  produce  a  broad  bleb  on  a  red  raised 
base  (SYPHILITIC  pemphigus).  The  blebs  often  dry  in  and  form  raised 
crusts  (rupia).  In  these  cases  the  pustules  are  as  if  on  the  surface  of 
condylomata.  This  is  still  more  the  case  in  pemphigus  neonatorum, 
Avhich  is  one  of  the  manifestations  of  hereditary  syphilis.  Here  the 
corium  is  affected  somewhat  as  in  the  condyloma,  but  the  infiltration 
has  more  the  characters  of  granulation  tissue.  In  the  condyloma  the 
structure  of  the  skin  remains  to  a  great  extent,  but  it  is  infiltrated  with 
round  cells  which  are  mostly  leucocytes.  In  pemphigus  neonatorum, 
however,  the  tissue  is  replaced  by  a  vascular  tissue  in  which  are  many 
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large  cells,  tlie  condition  approaching  to  that  of  the  gumma.  On  the 
surface  of  this  the  epidermis  is  raised,  forming  a  vesicle  or  pustule. 

The  Gumma. — This  is  not  of  very  common  occurrence,  and  is,  as 
we  have  seen,  a  special  tertiary  manifestation.  It  begins  as  a  hard 
swelling  in  the  cutis.  It  increases  in  size  and  raises  the  surface,  some- 
times forming  a  tumour  of  considerable  dimensions.  It  is  peculiarly 
prone  to  ulcerate,  and  after  ulceration  has  occurred  it  may  go  on  ex- 
tending, the  infiltrated  edges  gradually  giving  way.  The  structure  of 
the  gumma  has  been  described  and  illustrated  at  p.  151. 


TROPHO-NEUROSES  OF  THE  SKIN. 

We  include  under  this  heading  lesions  of  the  skin  in  which,  by 
reason  of  disease  of  the  nervous  system,  such  changes  occur  in  the 
nutritive  processes  as  to  lead  to  definite  anatomical  results.  The  exist- 
ence of  separate  trophic  nerves  for  the  skin  has  not  been  anatomically 
demonstrated.  But  there  are  evidences,  especially  in  pathological  pro- 
cesses, that  trophic  centres  exist,  and  that  fibres  convey  impulses  of 
this  kind  to  the  cutaneous  surface.  The  ganglia  of  the  posterior  roots 
of  the  spinal  nerves  and  the  similar  Gasseriau  ganglion  seem  to  contam 
trophic  centres,  and  the  trophic  fibres  are  either  identical  with  the  sen- 
sory ones  or  run  along  with  them. 

(1)  Herpes.— This  disease  is  typically  of  nervous  origin.  It  is  com- 
monly accompanied  by  neuralgia,  and  in  its  site  it  nearly  always 
follows  the  distribution  of  a  single  nerve  stem.  It  appears,  for  instance, 
in  the  course  of  an  intercostal  nerve,  or  occupies  one  side  of  the  face  in 
the  area  of  distribution  of  the  fifth. 

The  eruption  in  the  skin  is  in  the  form  of  vesicles  which  somewhat 
rapidly  pass  through  a  series  of  changes.  There  is  first  a  group  of 
slicrht  elevations  occupying  a  reddened  patch  of  skin,  and  each  of _  these 
rapidly  develops  a  vesicle ;  in  a  few  days  the  vesicle  dries  up  into  a 
crust,  under  which  fresh  epidermis  is  formed.  In  its  details  the  erup- 
tion is  inflammatory.  There  is  hyperaemia  and  oedema  of  ^he  P«pillary 
layer  of  the  skin.  The  serous  exudation  collects  in  the  Malpighian 
layer  of  the  epidermis,  separating  its  cells  just  as  in  the  case  of  the 
small-pox  eruption.  The  vesicle  is  divided  by  a  network  composed  of 
the  elongated  and  contorted  epidermic  cells,  which  often  present  clear 
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spaces  or  vacuoles  in  their  substance.  In  the  serous  contents  of  the 
vesicles  there  are  leucocytes,  and  these  may  accumulate  till  the  fluid 
approaches  to  the  nature  of  pus.  The  papillary  layer  is  also  frequently 
the  seat  of  infiltration  with  round  cells.  Occasionally  there  is  haemor- 
rhage, and  the  papillary  layer  of  the  skin  may  be  destroyed,  so  that 
when  healing  occiirs  by  granulation  a  cicatrix  may  be  the  result. 

The  nervous  origin  of  herpes  has  been  abundantly  established. 
Direct  injury  to  a  nerve,  as  by  a  gunshot  or  other  wound,  may  cause  it. 
It  is  to  be  presumed  that,  in  this  case,  the  inflammatory  process  in  the 
wound  irritates  the  nerve,  and  the  cutaneous  inflammation  may  be  re- 
garded as  due  to  the  irritation  of  trophic  fibres.  Spontaneous  herpes, 
and  especially  herpes  zoster,  has  been  found  associated  with  inflamma- 
tions of  the  intervertebral  or  Gasserian  ganglia,  but  it  has  been  ques- 
tioned whether  the  trophic  centres  have  actually  their  seat  there. 

The  herpetic  eruption  may  arise  from  disease  of  the  spinal  cord  and 
brain.  In  the  case  of  the  cord  it  is  chiefly  in  locomotor  ataxia  that  we 
meet  with  herpes,  and  the  eruption  is  accompanied  by  the  severe  pains 
characteristic  of  that  disease.  We  know  that  in  locomotor  ataxia  it  is 
the  posterior  columns  of  the  cord  that  are  affected,  and  this  would  in- 
dicate that  the  cutaneous  trophic-centres  or  fibres  run  in  these  parts, 
while  the  coincidence  of  neuralgic  pains  also  indicates  a  sensory 
localit)^  It  is  here  again  to  be  presumed  that  the  lesion  producing  the 
herpes  is  an  irritative  one  as  indicated  by  the  violent  coincident  pains. 

But  we  may  have  herpetic  eruptions  from  disease  in  the  brain. 
There  are  cases  recorded  in  which  one  half  of  the  body  was  afi"ected, 
and  in  some  of  these  there  was  a  hemijDlegia  due  to  a  coarse  lesion 
in  the  brain.  It  is  clear  that  there  must  be  trophic  fibres  and  centres  in 
the  brain  as  well  as  in  the  cord,  and  their  irritation  may  lead  to  herpes. 
There  are  also  a  few  cases  on  record  of  universal  or  nearly  universal 
herpes,  as  if  a  general  centre  for  the  whole  Ijody  were  irritated. 

(2)  Glossy  Skin. — This  name  was  applied  by  Paget  to  a  condition 
which  he  observed  in  connection  with  injuries  or  wounds  of  the  nerves. 
There  is  here  again  indication  of  irritation  of  the  nerves,  as  there  is 
always  neuralgic  pain,  described  by  Mitchell  as  burning  pain.  The 
condition  also  occurs  sometimes  after  an  attack  of  herpes  (Paget),  and 
it  may  be  associated  with  eczema.  It  may  also  follow  disease  of  the 
spinal  cord  (Mitchell). 

The  disease  occurs  mainly  in  the  hand,  and  especially  in  the  fingers. 
The  affected  fingers  "are  usually  tapering,  smooth,  hairless,  almost 
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tlovoid  of  wrinkles,  gl(jssy,  pink  or  ruddy,  or  blotclicd  as  if  with 
permanent  chilblains"  (Paget).  The  most  striking  peculiarity  is  the 
shining,  glossy  appearance  of  the  surface  as  if  it  had  been  varnished. 
The  comparison  to  chilblains  is  usually  applicable,  but  sometimes  the 
appearance  is  rather  that  of  highly  polished  scars,  and  the  condition 
resembles  that  in  morpha3a.  In  the  affected  part  the  hairs  mostly  dis- 
appear, and  the  nails  undergo  peculiar  changes.  The  latter  become 
greatly  curved,  much  more  than  in  cases  of  phthisis,  while  the  skin  at 
the  root  of  the  nail  becomes  retracted,  leaving  the  sensitive  matrix 
partly  exposed.  The  disease  aifects  mainly  the  fingers  and  toes,  but  it 
may  extend  to  the  palm  of  the  hand  or  the  dorsum  of  the  foot.  The 
histological  details  in  this  condition  are  unknown. 

(3)  MoRPHCEA  AND  SCLERODERMA. — These  names  are  applied  to 
denote  conditions  which  are  sometimes  regarded  as  of  a  different 
nature,  but  the  presumption  is  that  they  are  virtually  the  same  disease. 

The  nervous  origin  of  the  disease  has  been  brought  prominently  for- 
ward by  Hutchinson  on  the  ground  that  it  usually  occurs  in  defined 
patches,  often  distinctly  following  the  distribution  of  particular  nerves. 
But  sometimes  the  disease  is  more  extensive,  and  it  may  be  almost 
universal.  The  same  may  be  said,  however,  as  regards  herpes,  and  it 
does  not  invalidate  the  supposition  of  its  nervous  origin. 

When  the  disease  is  in  the  form  of  patches  it  is  often  described  as 
MORPHCEA  or  Addison's  keloid.  The  patches  have  the  characters  of 
induration  and  stiffening  of  the  skin ;  they  are  mostly  white  and  ivory- 
like, but  may  have  a  yellowish  or  mottled  appearance.  The  greatest 
peculiarity  is  the  hardness,  as  if  the  skin  were  frozen.  The  skin  is 
sometimes  bound  down  to  the  parts  beneath,  the  induration  extending 
to  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  and  even  deeper,  and  in  that  case  there 
may  be  considerable  interference  with  motion  and  even  deformity  of 
limbs  from  contraction  of  the  skin. 

In  the  more  diffuse  form  of  scleroderma  proper,  extensive  tracts  of 
skin  are  sometimes  involved,  such  as  the  greater  part  of  the  face,  the 
arms,  etc.  In  a  case  observed  by  the  author,  the  face,  chest  and  both 
forearms  and  hands  were  aff^ected,  and  dry  gangrene  had  occurred  in 
the  fingers,  which  had  a  stiff"  black  appearance. 

In  its  anatomical  details  the  skin  presents  characters  which  may  be 
summarized  as  atrophy  with  chronic  inflammation.  The  papdla^. 
are  mostly  flattened,  and  the  cutis  thinner  than  normal,  but  it  is 
composed  of  more  homogeneous  connective  tissue  than  usual,  having 
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somewhat  the  characters  of  cicatricial  tissue,  and  less  fibrous  than  that 
of  the  normal  skin.  This  condition  extends  somewhat  to  the  sub- 
cutaneous tissue  where  the  fat  is  to  a  considerable  extent  atrophied,  ap- 
jiarently  by  the  encroachment  of  the  connective  tissue.  The  hairs  are 
also  atrophied  in  the  affected  areas,  and  there  is  said  to  be  aloi)ecia 
when  the  patches  extend  to  the  hairy  scalp.  The  evidence  of  chronic 
inflammation  is  the  existence  of  abundant  nuclei  in  the  altered  skin. 
These  are  usually  aggregated  around  the  blood-vessels,  but  they  are 
also  seen  around  sebaceous  glands  and  under  the  rete  Malpighii. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  changes  here  are  to  a  great 
extent  comparable  to  those  which  occur  in  muscle  after  destruction  of 
its  trophic  centres ;  there  is  atrophy  with  chronic  inflammation. 

An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  associate  this  disease  with  stasis  of 
lymph,  and  relate  it  to  elephantiasis.  Some  also  regard  it  as  allied  to 
leprosy.  We  have  already  seen  that  both  elephantiasis  and  leprosy  are 
diseases  probably  dependent  on  specific  irritants,  and  that  they  are  en- 
demic in  particular  localities,  whereas  this  is  in  no  sense  true  in  regard 
to  scleroderma. 

Allied  to  scleroderma  in  the  general  characters  of  the  lesion  in  the 
skin  is  the  condition  commonly  designated  SCLEREMA  NEONATORUM. 
In  this  disease  the  skin,  usually  of  the  lower  extremities,  is  hard  and 
swollen,  so  that  movement  of  the  limbs  is  curtailed.  When  it  persists 
for  some  time  the  skin  may  be  like  parchment.  In  the  earlier  stages 
the  skin  is  oedematous,  while  in  the  later  there  is  thickening  from  new- 
formation  of  connective  tissue.  The  disease  occurs,  as  the  name  implies, 
in  new-born  children,  being  sometimes  congenital.  The  children  are 
weakly  and  usually  die  in  a  few  days. 

(4)  Bedsores.— Besides  the  ordinary  bedsores  which  occur  in  per- 
sons who  lie  long  in  one  position,  especially  when  cleanliness  is  not 
attended  to,  there  are  some  which  are  obviously  related  to  nervous 
lesions.  The  acute  decubitus  is  met  with  in  connection  with  lesions 
of  the  spinal  cord  or  brain,  usually  in  severe  cases,  such  as  cerebral 
haemorrhage  or  injury  to  the  cord.  The  appearances  presented  in  the 
skin^  are  those  of  an  acute  phlegmonous  inflammation  with  sloughing. 
At  first  there  is  simple  o3dema  and  hyper£emia,  but  vesication  follows  and 
deep  ulceration.  The  sloughing  may  extend  to  the  muscles,  tendons 
etc.,  sometimes  laying  bare  the  bones.  These  acute  bedsores  imply  a 
grave  lesion  of  the  trophic  fibres,  and  there  are  indications  that  these 
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follow  the  course  of  the  sensory  fibres.  Bedsores  have  been  observed, 
for  instance,  in  unilateral  lesions  of  the  cord  where  there  was  paralysis 
of  motion  on  one  side  and  anesthesia  on  the  other ;  in  that  case  the  bed- 
sores are  on  the  anajsthetic  side. 


HYPERTEOPHIES  AND  TUMOURS  OF  THE  SKIN. 

The  Callosity  is  an  exaggeration  of  the  horny  epidermis  occurring 
where  the  parts  are  exposed  to  unusixal  friction.  It  is  a  true  hyper- 
trophy, being  a  direct  provision  of  nature  to  protect  the  true  skin  from 
the  excessive  friction  to  which  it  is  exposed.  The  best  example  of  the 
".allosity  is  in  the  horny  hands  of  workmen,  but  it  is  often  seen  in  the 
feet,  at  points  which  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  pressure. 

The  Corn  (clavus)  is  closely  related  to  the  callosity.  Here,  also, 
there  is  friction,  but  it  is  associated  with  compression.  It  occurs 
chiefly  in  the  foot  where  there  is  a  concentric  pressure  from  iU-fitting 
boots,  and  friction  against  either  the  boot  or  a  neighbouring  toe.  There 
is  as' in  the  former  case,  an  excessive  new-formation,  of  horny  epidermis, 
but  by  the  concentric  pressure,  the  layers  of  epidermis  have  their 
directions  changed,  and  growing  against  each  other  are  projected  inwards 
towards  the  cutis.  There  is  thus  an  ingrowing  kernel  of  hard  homy 
epidermis  which  has  given  rise  to  the  name  of  corn.  The  cutis  is 
irritated  and  undergoes  atrophy.  Around  the  kernel  the  epidermis  is 
always  thickened,  the  condition  being  like  that  of  the  callosity. 

Ichthyosis  —This  is  a  disease  which  apparently  owes  its  origin  to 
a  congenital  defect  in  the  structure  of  the  skin.  The  disease  itself  is 
sometimes  manifest  at  birth,  but  if  not  it  begins  in  the  earher  years 
of  life,  gradually  extends  over  the  whole  body,  and  contmues  during 

'  'it  consists,  anatomically,  in  an  exaggeration  of  the  hor^y  layer  of 
the.  epidermis,  which  is  sometimes  greatly  thickened.  The  thickened 
hornv  layer  forms  scales  of  larger  or  smaller  size,  sometimes  producing 
merely  a  furfuraceous  exfoliation,  but  in  more  severe  cases  giving  rise 
to  lar'e  plates  like  fish  scales.  From  this  latter  appearance  the  name 
of  the  disease  is  derived.  The  scales  do  not  consist  entirely  of  epi-. 
dermis  but  contain  sebaceous  material,  which  iss  ometimes  so  abundant 
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as  to  give  the  scales  a  polished  appearance  like  mother-of-pearl.  The 
large  scales  may  be  fixed  in  their  peripheral  or  middle  parts,  and  pro- 
ject considerably  at  their  edges,  so  as  to  give  an  imbricated  appearance. 
The  milder  forms  of  the  disease,  in  which  there  is  little  more  than  an 
excessiv^e  scaliness  of  the  surface,  are  often  included  under  the  designa- 
tion ICHTHYOSIS  SIMPLEX  or  XERODERMA,  while  the  more  severe  forms 
in  which  there  are  prominent  scales  are  distinguished  by  the  name 

ICHTHYOSIS  CORNEA  Or  ICHTHYOSIS  HYSTRIX. 

In  the  milder  forms  the  cutis  is  not  markedly  affected,  but  in  some 
cases  the  papillae  are  greatly  elongated.  The  substance  of  the  corium 
is  often  atroj)hied,  and  the  subcutaneous  fat  deficient. 

The  Common  Wart  may  be  variously  regarded  either  as  a  tumour 
or  a  hypertrophy  of  the  skin.  There  are  warts  which  have  distinctly 
the  characters  of  tumours,  presenting  specialities  of  structure  and 
growth  which  entitle  them  to  that  designation.  But  the  common  wart, 
consisting  for  the  most  part  of  local  exaggeration  of  the  normal  struc- 
tures and  occurring  in  numbers  in  the  same  person,  has  more  doubtfully 
the  characters  which  we  ascribe  to  a  morbid  growth.  A  group  of  papillae 
are  elongated,  and  the  epidermis  over  them  thickened,  so  that  the  char- 
acters are  those  of  a  hard  papilloma.  The  HORN  is  of  similar  structure 
to  the  wart,  but  the  papillae  are  usually  more  elongated,  while  the  horny 
layer  of  the  epidermis  forms  a  more  consistent  mass  which  grows  into 
a  prominent  outgrowth. 

The  TRUE  Keloid  is  an  elevation  of  the  skin  which  has  in  its  mar- 
ginal parts  branching  processes  extending  out.  There  is  evidently  con- 
siderable contraction  and  dragging  on  the  part  of  the  central  tumour 
and  of  the  radiating  processes,  so  that  the  skin  is  puckered  around  as 
in  the  case  of  a  contracting  cicatrix.  The  lesion  has  many  of  the  char- 
acters of  a  definite  tumour.  It  is  composed  in  the  fully  developed  state 
of  dense  connective  tissue  which  may  be  unduly  cellular.  The  new- 
formation  has  its  seat  in  the  deeper  layers  of  the  cutis,  and  it  is  stated 
that  the  papillary  layer  is  intact.  In  the  earlier  stages  it  consists 
mainly  of  spindle  cells,  and  Virchow  therefore  regarded  it  as  a  sarcoma. 
The  analogy  to  the  sarcomas  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  the  tumour 
recurs  on  removal.  The  most  common  site  of  keloid  is  the  front  or 
back  of  the  chest,  but  it  is  found  in  other  parts. 

The  name  false  keloid  is  sometimes  used  to  designate  a  condition 
which  occurs  in  scars.    A  localized  thickening,  usually  in  the  midst  of 
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a  largo  cicatrix,  as  from  a  burn  or  an  nicer,  presents  itself,  and  thei-e 
are  raised  processes  passing  out  fi'om  it  as  in  the  true  keloid. 

Soft  warts  and  pigmented  moles  {n«vi  pigmentoai). — These  arc 
very  often  congenital,  or  they  occur  very  early  in  life,  and  usually 
remain  stationary  throughout  life.  They  are  smaller  or  larger  elevations 
of  the  slcin,  either  colourless  or  pigmented,  and  frequently  beset  with 
hairs.  They  present  a  somewhat  peculiar  structure,  especially  consider- 
ing that  they  exist  unchanged  for  many  years.  They  are  covered  by 
epidermis  which  shows  little  difference  from  the  normal.  But  instead 
of  the  normal  tissue  of  the  cutis  beneath  the  epidermis  there  are  masses 
of  cells  separated  by  connective  tissue.  The  cells  in  these  nests  are 
usually  large  and  resemble  epithelial  cells  or  large  sarcomatous  cells. 
The  presumption  is  that  these  structures  are  really  survivals  of  the 
foetal  condition,  and  their  importance  in  relation  to  tumours  has  already 
been  referred  to  at  p.  175.  In  their  structure  it  will  be  observed  that 
these  warts  are  much  more  like  tumours  than  the  ordinary  warts,  and 
that  their  tissue  conforms  to  that  of  the  cellular  tumours,  probably  the 
sarcomas. 

MoLLUSCUM  CONTAGIOSUM. — This  name  is  applied  to  little  growths 
of  the  skin,  occurring  chiefly  on  the  face  and  showing  a  preference  for 
the  eyelids,  but  sometimes  extending  so  as  to  be  almost  universal  over 
the  body.  It  will  be  inferred  that  the  growths  are  multiple.  The 
individual  ones  have  been  compared  to  pearl  buttons,  -svhich  the}- 
resemble  in  their  circular  shape  and  central  depression,  but  they  arc 
usually  pink  in  colour.  There  is  considerable  elevation  of  the  little 
growth,  and,  although  generally  sessile,  it  sometimes  becomes  peduncu- 
lated and  may  even  drop  off. 

In  the  centre  of  the  elevation  a  depression  is  visible  which  is  the 
orifice  of  a  sebaceous  gland,  and  the  tumour  consists  of  an  enlarged 
sebaceous  gland.  A  section  of  the  growth  shows  the  exaggerated 
lobules  of  the  gland,  while  within  there  is  an  irregular  cavity  containing 
white  sebaceous  material  which  sends  prolongations  into  the  gland 
lobules.  The  lobules  of  the  gland  consist  of  epithelium,  the  peripheral 
cells  of  which  are  cylindrical.  In  the  midst  of  the  sebaceous  material 
are  found  peculiar  glancing  bodies  compared  to  swollen  starch  granules. 

The  disease  depends  on  some  virus,  and,  as  the  name  impHes,  it  is 
contagious.  It  generally  occurs  in  groups  in  the  same  person,  as  if 
spreading,  and  several  members  of  the  same  family,  or  several  persons 
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living  together,  are  usually  affected  simultaneously.  It  is  usually  seen 
in  children,  but  occurs  also  in  adults. 

Fibroma  molluscum. — This  condition  is  to  be  carefully  distin- 
guished from  that  just  mentioned.  We  have  here  also  multiple  growths, 
but  they  are  definite  fibrous  tumours  having  their  seat  of  origin  in  the 
cutis.  When  small  they  may  He  embedded  in  the  cutis,  but  as  they 
increase  in  size  they  become  prominent  and  may  finally  assume  a 
pendulous  condition.  They  are  sometimes  present  in  enormous 
numbers,  the  individual  growths  varying  in  size  from  very  small 
tumours  up  to  those  having  even  the  bulk  of  a  man's  head. 

The  epidermis  is  usually  unchanged  on  the  surface  of  the  tumour. 
The  tumour  consists  of  connective  tissue  in  which  there  may  be  an 
excess  of  small  spindle-shaped  cells.  To  the  naked  eye  all  the  char- 
acters of  a  hard  fibroma  are  presented. 

It  appears  from  the  observations  of  Eecklinghausen  that  these 
multiple  fibromas  of  the  skin  are  often  associated  with  multiple 
fibromas  of  the  nerves.  The  structure  in  the  two  cases  is  the  same, 
namely  a  soft  connective  tissue,  rather  more  cellular  than  normal. 
The  fibromas  of  the  nerves  are  often  described  as  neuromas,  but  as 
they  contain  no  new-formed  nerve-tissue  they  are  false  neuromas. 
From  these  observations  there  seems  reason  to  suspect  that  the 
tumours  in  the  skin  have  their  origin  in  the  nerves  of  the  skin,  and 
that  they  also  are  primarily  false  neuromas.  Looking  to  this  probable 
origin  of  these  tumours  they  may  perhaps,  along  with  those  of  the 
nerves,  be  grouped  as  MULTIPLE  neurofibromas.  In  several  cases  of 
this  kind  a  distinct  hereditary  tendency  has  been  observed,  and  some 
of  the  tumours  are  often  congenital. 

Elephantiasis. — This  condition  has  been  already  described  at  p. 
181.  It  may  be  added  here  that  a  condition  somewhat  resembling- 
elephantiasis  and  designated  lymph-scrotum  is  sometimes  brought 
about  by  obstruction  of  the  lymphatics.  There  is  dilatation  of  the 
lymphatics  and  formation  of  vesicles,  and  there  may  be,  after  a  time, 
a  thickening  of  the  skin,  but  without  the  attacks  of  acute  inflammation 
charactei'istic  of  elephantiasis.  This  condition  (which  has  been  named 
elephantia.sis  lymphangiectodes)  is  usually  the  result  of  the  filaria  in  the 
lymphatics,  and  has  already  been  referred  to  (see  p.  296). 

Xanthoma,  or  Xanthelasma. —This  name  is  applied  to  slight 
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elevations  of  the  skin  of  a  yellowish  colour.  They  occur  mostly  on  the 
eyelids,  whore  they  appear  as  firm  yellow  patches,  which  ai-e  usually 
quite  flat,  but  may  be  slightly  tuberculated.  They  consist  of  firm  con- 
nective tissue  in  which  finely  divided  fat  granules  are  abundantly 
present.    The  latter  give  the  opaque  yellow  character  to  the  lesion. 

Of  the  remaining  simple-tissue  tumours,  the  lipoma  is  common, 
originating  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue.  The  myxoma  is  not  infrequent, 
and  the  enchondroma  and  osteoma  very  unusual.  The  angioma  of 
the  skin  is  common  as  the  congenital  nsevus  (see  p.  199). 

Sarcoma. — This  form  of  tumour  is  of  somewhat  frequent  occurrence, 
and  we  may  have  round-celled  or  spindle-celled  growths,  which  some- 
times assume  considerable  dimensions.  We  have  already  seen  that 
sarcomas  sometimes  originate  from  soft  warts  or  moles,  and  when  they 
do  so  they  frequently  present  a  similar  structure  to  that  described 
above,  namely  masses  of  large  round  cells  in  a  stroma.  To  this  form 
the  name  ALVEOLAR  SARCOMA  is  applicable.  Sarcomas  originating  from 
moles  are  peculiarly  apt  to  be  pigmented. 

Sarcomas  rarely  occur  as  secondary  tumours  in  the  skin,  but  a  case 
is  known  to  the  author  where  multiple  tumours  composed  of  round-celled 
tissue  formed  at  intervals  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue  and  some  of  them 
disappeared.  These  were  either  round-celled  sarcomas  or  l}Tnpho- 
sarcomas. 

Cancers. — The  epithelioma  of  the  skin  forms  the  majority  of  the 
flat-celled  epitheliomas,  and  it  has  been  already  referred  to  at  p.  224. 

In  the  skin,  two  forms  of  epithelioma  have  been  distinguished,  one 
in  which  the  cancer  cylinders  tend  to  penetrate  deeply  into  subjacent 
structures,  and  the  other  in  which  there  is  rather  a  tendency  to  extend 
along  the  surface.  The  one  form  is  sometimes  called  infiltrating  cancer, 
the  other  flat  cancer. 

The  infiltrating  epithelial  cancer  has  its  most  familiar  seat  in  the 
lower  lip.  Beginning  as  a  slight  thickening,  it  gradually  extends,  pro- 
ducing a  knotted,  thick  appearance.  The  surface  ulcerates,  and  a  scab 
forms.  On  making  a  section  through  such  a  tumour  an  appearance  is 
presented  as  of  a  wart  growing  inwards,  and  the  material  of  which  it  is 
composed  has  a  brittle,  crumbling  appearance.  Under  the  microscope, 
it  is  seen  at  the  margin  that  the  epidermis  is  gro^ving  downwards,  the 
crowing  cells  having  the  characters  of  those  of  the  rete  mucosum  (see 
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Fi-  334)  The  growth  is  in  cylinders,  and  as  it  progresses  there  seems 
to  be  a  mutual  pressure  of  the  cylinders  causing  great  compression  of 


^^^^^ 


Fig.  334.-Section  of  iiu  epithelioma  at  its  marginal  part.  The  epidermis  is  seen  to  be  pene- 
trating Inwards  into  the  cutis.    At  a  a  small  laminated  capsule  is  indicated,    x  lOO. 

the  central  cells.  To  this  cause,  and  perhaps  also  to  a  tendency  to 
degeneration  on  the  part  of  the  cells,  is  due  the  formation  of  the  peculiar 
glistening  epithelial  globes,  or  laminated  capsules,  which  are  so  pro- 
minent in  many  cases  (Fig.  335).  These  globes  consist  of  epidermic 
cells  wrapped  round  a  common  centre,  and  when  they  are  disintegrated 
the  cells  may  retain  their  curved  shapes.  The  epithelial  cyHnders  may 
penetrate  very  deeply  and  usually  cause  great  irritation,  evidenced  by 
the  presence  of  round  cells  in  the  tissue,  as  in  Fig.  336. 

In  the  scrotum  the  cancer  is  very  much  as  it  is  in  the  lips,  having 
the  infiltrating  character.  It  is  met  with  principally  in  chimney- 
sweepers, but  also  in  Glasgow  among  workers  in  paraffin  refineries.  At 
the  edges  of  the  scrotal  cancers  there  is  often  some  enlargement  of  the 
papillse. 

In  other  parts  of  the  skin  it  is  generally  the  flat  form  which  is  met 
with.  The  epithelioma  tends  to  spread  laterally  rather  than  deeply,  so 
that  it  may  come  to  cover  a  considerable  surface,  which  is  often  circular 
in  form,  with  raised  warty-looking  edges.    On  examining  these  edges 
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under  tlio  Tnicrnscopc  it  is  often  seen  that  there  are  series  of  elongated 
papilbo.    The  central  parts  are  ulcerated,  l)nt  even  here  there  is  an 


Pig.  335.— Parts  from  uu  epitlic4iimia.  a,  isolated  epitlielial  cells ;  6,  a  cylinder  composed  of 
■epidermis,  ami  with  many  laminated  cajisules;  c,  a  laminated  capsule  opened  out  so  as  to  show 
tlie  cells  composing  it.  From  a  fresh  preparation  with  the  addition  of  dilute  acetic  acid,  x  400. 
(Billroth.) 


appearance  as  if  papillae  had  been  cut  off  at  their  bases.  Sometimes 
these  flat  cancers  appear  to  take  origin  in  the  sebaceous  glands,  and  to 
grow  rather  by  an  exaggeration  of  them  than  of  the  surface  epithelium. 
All  flat  cancers  of  the  skin  grow  slowly,  and  sometimes  they  cicatrize  in 
their  central  parts  while  slowly  extending  at  their  .edges. 

In  the  flat  form  ulceration  very  often  overtakes  to  a  large  extent  the 
new-formation,  so  that  the  lesion  presents  itself  as  an  ulcer  with  infil- 
trated margins,  and  is  often  called  rodent  ulcer.    Sometimes  healing 
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occurs  in  the  central  parts,  a  cicatrix  forming,  while  the  ulcer  extends 
[)enpherally.    At  other  times  the  ulcer  goes  on  extending.    In  these 


Fig.  336.— Portions  of  three  cylinders  of  an  epithelioma,  embedded  in  round  cells 
produced  as  a  result  of  irritation  of  the  cutis,    x  200. 


cases  with  the  ulceration  there  is  a  great  new-formation  of  inflammatory 
tissue,  and  this  may  greatly  obscure  the  epithelial  elements,  which, 
however,  are  to  be  found  in  nests  of  large  flat  cells.  The  flat  ulcerating 
form  occurs  mostly  in  old  people,  and  does  not  usually  lead  to  second- 
ary tumours  in  the  lymphatic  glands.  The  rodent  ulcer  occurs  on  the 
face,  especially  on  the  eyelids  and  side  of  nose. 

Ordinary  cancer  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  skin,  but  cases  have 
been  observed  to  which  the  names  scirrhus  and  soft  cancer  have  been 
given.  Pigmented  cancers  are  of  occasional  occurrence,  and  they  are 
of  importance  on  account  of  their  tendency  to  form  secondary  tumours, 
first  in  the  lymphatic  glands  and  then  throughout  the  body.  They  are, 
however,  much  less  frequent  than  melanotic  sarcomas  with  which  they 
are  apt  to  be  confused. 
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PARASITIC  DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN. 


We  have  already  seen  that  certain  forms  of  inflammation  are  associ- 
ated with  the  presence  of  micro-organisms,  especially  the  infective 
inflammations.  We  saw  also  that  leprosy  depends  on  a  specific  bacillus. 
These  do  not  require  further  treatment  here. 


Fungi  are  present  in  three  forms  in  the  skin.  It  has  already  been 
indicated  that  many  are  of  opinion  that  the  same  fungus  is  at  the  basis 
of  all  three  forms,  and  that  this  fungus  is  the  oidium  lactis.  But  if 
this  be  the  case  it  seems  strange  that  the  three  varieties  keep  perfectly 
distinct,  and  when  the  diseases  are  communicated  from  person  to  person 
they  do  not  interchange. 

1.  Tinea  Favosa  or  Favus. — This  is  a  disease  chiefly  of  the  hairy 
scalp,  although  it  occurs  on  other  parts  of  the  skin  and  also  in  the  nails. 
On  the  scalp  it  forms  crusts  which  at  first  are  isolated  and  about  the 
size  of  split-peas.  They  are  circular  in  shape,  pale  yellow  in  colour, 
and  dimpled  in  the  centre  through  which  a  hair  or  hairs  generally  pass. 
When  removed  the  crusts  are  usually  seen  to  be  somewhat  cup-shaped, 
the  convexity  of  the  cup  being  next  the  skin,  the  latter  presenting  a 
corresponding  depression.    If  the  cups  be  divided  with  a  knife  they 

are  seen  to  have  a  porous  ap- 
pearance, the  interstices  being 
filled  with  air,  and  they  are 
brittle,  so  that  they  can  easily 
be  broken  down  in  water. 

The  crusts  are  formed  of  fun- 
gus along  with  epidermic  scales 
and  their  debris.  The  fungus 
is  the  achorion  schoenleinii, 
in  the  form  for  the  most  part  of 
short  tubes  (Fig.  337)  with 
rows  of  conidia  spores.  The 


Vig.  337.— The  fungus  in  favus.  Short  threads  are 
shown.    X  350. 


proper  mycelium  is  not  jointed,  but  the  receptacula  are.  The  fun- 
gus appears  to  begin  its  growth  in  the  hair  follicles,  enveloping  the 
hair  and  passing  into  it.    It  also  passes  into  the  hair  sheath  and  epi- 
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dermis  around,  separating  the  cells  and  destroying  them.  It  has  its 
seat  thus  in  the  first  instance  beneath  the  horny  layer  which  may  be 
continuous  over  it.  It  does  not  invade  the  true  skin,  but  the  crust  may 
cause  inflammation  around  it  which  may  go  on  to  suppuration  and 
ulceration.  As  a  rule,  however,  it  only  affects  the  epidermic  struc- 
tures, the  hairs  being  largely  destroyed  where  the  crusts  are  developed. 

When  it  attacks  the  nail,  it  forms  a  yellow  crust,  the  tissue  of  the 
nail  being  opened  out  and  softened  by  the  fungus  penetrating  be- 
tween the  horny  cells. 

2.  Tinea  Tonsurans. — This  is  also  a  disease  chiefly  of  the  scalp,  but 
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Fig.  338. — Hair  from  tinea  tonsurans.    The  shaft  is  penetrated  and  broken  up  by  spores,   x  350 
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the  same  fungus  attacks  the  beard  and  the  parts  of  tlie  l)ody  devoid  of 
hair.  The  disease  is  therefore  divisible  into  three  forms,  tinea  TON- 
SURANS PUOl'ER,  TINEA  SYCOSIS,  and  TINEA  MAIIOINATA. 

In  tinea  tonsurans,  or  ringworm,  there  are  circular  patches  on  the 
scalp,  in  which  the  hairs  are  short  and  small,  as  if  the  hair  had  been 
badly  cut.  The  fungus,  called  the  TRICHOPHYTON  TONSURANS,  is  here 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  spores  (see  Fig.  338)  which  infiltrate  the  hair  and 
its  sheath,  as  well  as,  to  a  less  extent,  the  epidermis  around.  The 
mycelium  is  only  represented  by  short  threads.  The  hair  shaft  is 
greatly  penetrated  by  the  spores,  which  break  it  up. 

In  tinea  sycosis,  or  ringworm  of  THE  BEARD,  the  fungus  is  again 
chiefly  in  the  form  of  spores  in  the  hairs  and  hair-follicles,  but  here  it 
produces  great  irritation  so  that  pustules  and  papules  form. 

In  tinea  marginata,  or  ringworm  of  the  body,  there  are  patches 
generally  more  or  less  circular  or  crescentic  in  shape,  and  consisting  of 
vesicles  on  a  raised  surface,  or  simply  scaly  elevations.  In  this  form 
the  fungus  develops  mycelium  abundantly,  whose  threads  pass  among 
the  epidermic  cells.  The  spores  are  much  less  abundant  than  in  the 
other  two  forms.  The  name  eczema  marginatum  has  been  given  to 
what  is  really  a  severe  form  of  the  condition  which  we  are  now  con- 


sidering. 


3.  Pityriasis  Versicolor.— 
yellowish  or  dark  brown  colour 


-pig  339.— Funpriis  in  pityriasis  versicolnr 
Threads  arc  seen  with  groups  of  spores,  x  500 
(DunRiNC!.) 


In  this  disease  there  are  patches  of  a 
with  a  scaly  surface,  and  occurring 
chiefly  on  the  trunk  in  adults.  If 
the  surface  be  scraped  and  the  scaly 
products  examined  under  the  micro- 
scope (best  with  the  addition  of  liquor 
potassEe,  both  in  this  case  and  the 
others),  there  will  be  found  epidermic 
cells  with  the  elements  of  a  fungus, 
the  MICROSPORON  FURFUR.  There  arc 
usually  abundant  mycelium  threads, 
and  the  spores  are  in  rounded  masses 
which  have  been  compared  to  bunches 
of  grapes  (see  Fig.  339). 


Of  the  lesions  due  to  ANIMAL  PARASITES  the  most  important  is 
''^SclBlES.-This  disease  is  characterized  by  the  formation  of  papules, 
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vesicles,  pustules  and  other  signs  of  inflammation  due  to  the  effects  of 
the  ACARUS  SCABIEI  or  SARCOPTES  HOMiNis.  The  female  of  this  insect 
penetrates  into  the  substance  of  the  epidermis.  It  forms  a  tunnel  for 
itself  as  it  penetrates,  and  in  this  it  deposits  ova  and  fasces,  the  latter 
in  the  form  of  brown  granules.  It  usually  passes  through  the  horny 
layer  into  the  rete  Malpighii,  sometimes  approaching  the  surface  of  the 
papilljB.  It  opens  up  the  epidermis  and  causes  irritation,  evidenced  by 
intense  itching. 

The  inflammatory  conditions  are  the  result  partly  of  the  irritation  of 
the  acarus  and  its  embryoes,  which,  as  they  develop  from  the  ova, 
begin  to  travel  along  the  tunnels,  and  partly  the  effect  of  the  scratching 
induced  by  the  itching.  The  primary  lesion  is  a  papule  on  which  a 
minute  furrow  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  The  papule  is  produced  by 
the  opening  up  of  the  epidermis  and  swelling  of  the  papillary  layer, 
Avhich  is  infiltrated  with  serous  fluid  and  round  cells.  Vesicles  and 
pustules  are  produced  when  the  inflammation  is  more  severe,  and  are 
met  with  chiefly  in  children  and  persons  with  delicate  skins. 

The  ACARUS  FOLLICULORUM  is  an  insect  sometimes  met  with  in 
comedones. 

The  LARV^  OF  INSECTS  are  occasionally  met  with  in  the  skin.  The 
ova  are  deposited  in  the  skin,  and  the  larvse  having  developed,  may 
traverse  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  tissue  for  a  considerable  distance 
till  they  present  at  some  part  and  are  squeezed  out  or  extracted.  They 
may  produce  considerable  inflammations  in  the  form  of  boils  or 
swellings. 
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ACTINOMYCOSIS. 


THIS  disease  should  have  been  considered  under  the  heading  of 
PARASITIC  FUNGI,  but  was  overlooked. 
The  disease  occurs  chiefly  in  cattle,  and  occasionally  in  pigs,  but 
it  has  been  met  with  in  a  certain  number  of  cases  in  man.  It  depends 
on  the  existence  of  a  fungus  whose  exact  botanical  position  is  unknown. 
The  fungus  is  in  the  form  of  short  threads  which  are  clubbed  at  their 
extremities.  These  threads,  which  are  perhaps  conidia,  are  arranged 
in  a  radiating  fashion,  many  springing  from  a  common  centre,  with 
their  clubbed  extremities  outwards.  They  thus  form  peculiar  radiatmg 
c^roups  of  a  globular  or  oval  form,  which,  being  made  up  of  club-  or 
wedge-shaped  pieces,  present  a  pecuHar  glandular  or  knobbed  surface, 
like  that  of  a  mulberry.  The  club-shaped  fibres  are  vmited  m  the 
centre  by  a  matted  mass  of  fibres,  which  may  be  the  mycehum.  It  is 
from  these  radiating  structures  that  the  fungus  has  received  its  name  of 
Ray-fungus  or  Actinomyces  (dKrl,,  a  ray),  and  the  disease  that  of 

Actinomycosis.  ^^    ■  in 

The  radiating  clumps  are  individually  of  very  small  size,  hke 
o-rains  of  dust,  but  they  are  usually  united  into  larger  masses  as  the 
Lads  in  a  cauliflower  (Ponfick).  These  larger  masses  are  the  charac- 
teristic indications  of  the  disease,  appearing  to  the  naked  eye  as  yellow 
sulphur-coloured  granules  in  the  midst  of  the  structures  about  to  be 

described.  ,  ,    -r.  n-        •    iott  Tip 

The  disease  was  first  described  and  named  by  Bollinger  m  18m,  ne 
having  distinguished  it  in  cattle,  in  which  it  seems  somewhat  common 
in  certain  localities.  Its  occurrence  in  the  human  subject  has  been 
established,  chiefly  by  the  observations  of  Israel  and  Ponfick. 
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In  cattle  it  mostly  appears  as  a  tumour-like  swelling  of  the  jaw, 
most  commonly  the  lower  jaw.  It  grows  outwards  to  considerable 
dimensions,  forming  a  simple  or  lobulated  tumour.  After  a  time  the 
skin  gives  way,  and  a  prominent  projecting  mass  protrudes,  which  dis- 
charges a  thick  pus  with  pieces  of  slough.  In  this  discharge  are  visible 
little  sulphur-yellow  granules,  which  are  somewhat  firm  in  consistence, 
and  have  a  greasy  feeling.  These  are  the  fungus  masses  already 
described.  The  new-formation  may  extend  from  the  jaw  to  the  tongue, 
pharynx,  larynx,  oesophagus,  stomach,  and  intestinal  wall. 

The  disease  is  communicable  by  inoculation  from  one  animal  to 
another.  The  rabbit  and  dog  seem  to  be  incapable  of  inoculation,  but 
cattle  are  highly  susceptible.  It  may  be  produced  by  inoculation  into 
the  subcutaneous  or  intermuscular  tissue,  and  produces  its  effects  in  a 
very  striking  manner  when  inoculated  into  the  peritoneal  cavity. 
When  introduced  into  the  blood  it  produces  typical  new-formations 
in  the  lungs. 

In  man  the  disease  is  induced  apparently  by  accidental  inoculation, 
usually  by  a  wound  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  mouth  (as  from  ex- 
traction of  a  tooth)  or  pharynx,  but  possibly  by  a  wound  in  the  skin. 
A\Tien  so  induced  it  produces  swellings,  as  in  cattle,  but  these  do 
not  usually  grow  to  such  bulky  tumours,  as  they  break  down  more 
readily  so  as  to  form  abscess-like  cavities  which  open  externally  and 
give  rise  to  fistulse.  The  disease  may  remain  local,  affecting,  it  may 
be,  the  jaws  and  surrounding  parts.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  extend 
slowly  till  it  involves  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae  or  the  pleura.  In 
such  cases  the  introduction  is  probably  by  the  pharynx.  In  these 
internal  parts  it  produces  a  slow  inflammatory  process  with  exuberant 
granulations  and  chronic  suppuration.  When  it  affects  the  vertebrae, 
which  it  seems  to  do  with  peculiar  frequency,  these  become  carious,  and 
a  chronic  abscess  forms  which  maj^  gradually  extend  to  the  surface  and 
open  in  the  lumbar  region  or  the  groin.  In  these  cases  the  person 
becomes  slowly  emaciated,  and  dies  after  months  or  years  from  exhaus- 
tion, sometimes  with  amyloid  disease.  In  some  cases  there  has  been  & 
metastasis,  so  that  abscess-like  formations  have  occurred  in  various 
organs,  and  the  case  has  been  like  one  of  pyaemia.  In  all  these  situa- 
tions the  sulphur-yellow  granules  are  found,  and  they  are  to  be  recog- 
nized in  the  pus  of  the  abscesses,  etc. 

Looking  more  closely  to  the  anatomical  details  in  this  disease,  it  is 
clear  that  we  have  to  do  with  a  specific  irritant.  The  most  direct  effect 
of  the  action  of  this  irritant  is  the  formation  of  granulation  tissue.  In 
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cattlo  this  is  so  ahundiint  that  ii  bulky  tuinoui'  is  produced,  which,  from 
its  structure,  might  bo  taken  for  a  round-celled  sarcoma.  In  man  th<' 
granulation  tissue  is  not  so  exuberant,  although  produced  abundantly, 
and  when  the  abscesses  find  their  way  to  the  surface  the  granulations 
pout  at  the  opening  like  those  of  a  sinus  leading  from  a  scrofulous  joint. 
Looking  to  this  great  new-formation  of  granulation  tissue  and  to  its 
tendency  to  break  down,  Ponfick  has  suggested  that  the  disease  should 
lie  placed  among  the  infective  tumours.  The  granulation  tissue  here 
resembles  that  in  the  infective  tumours,  not  only  in  its  exuberance  and 
tendency  to  break  down,  but  also  in  its  tendency  to  form  connectiv< 
tissue  in  an  irregular  way.  In  the  midst  of  the  masses  of  grauulation.s 
there  may  be  strands  of  coarse  connective  tissue. 


INDEX. 


Abscess  of  brain,  460 

Acanis  folliculorum,  297,  881  (('i/ca/u,  amite) 

,,     scabiei,  297,  881 
Achorion  Schoenleinii,  270  ("X*".";  scurf) 
Acne,  {Akvi'i,  tbe  highest  i^oint,  the  bloom), 
854 

,,     mentagra  (mentum,  the  chin,  and 
aypu,  a  taking  or  affection),  or  sy- 
cosis ((Tvuov,  a  fig),  855 
,,     rosacea,  855 
Actinomyces  or  ray-fungus,  882  (ttK-rts,  a 

ray,  and  /^ukij?,  a  mushroom) 
Actinomycosis,  882 
Acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  155 

„        „  „  limgs  in,  560 

Acute  yellow  atrophy  of  liver,  642 
Addison's  disease,  bronzing  of  skin  in,  124 
Adenoma,  201  (doi;/',  a  gland) 

, ,  mammary  glan  dular  tu  mour,  201 
,,        mucous  iiolypi,  201 

of  liver,  202,  654 
, ,        of  prostate,  201 
of  thyroid,  202 
Ague  cake,  391 
Air-embolism,  44 
Albuminous  mfiltration,  114 
Albuminuria,  699  [albumen,  wliite  of  egg, 

and  iiupov,  urine) 
Alimentary  canal,  introduction  to  diseases 
of,  572 

Alopecia,  845  (rtXtoirj/J,  a  fox) 

,,      areata,  845 
Alveolar  cancer,  228 
Amyloid  concretions,  134 
Amyloid  degeneration,  130  (dixvXov,  fine 
meal,  and  dSos,  likeness).    See  also  under 
individual  organs 
Amyloid  degeneration,  connective  tissue 

and  blood-vessels  affected  in,  131 
Amyloid  degeneration,  effects  of,  133 
,,  localized,  133 

J.  nature  of  the  pro- 

cess, 133 

Amyloid  substance,  characters  of,  131 

,,        tests  of,  130 
Anajmia,  essential,  15  (a,  priv.,  and  alun 
blood) 


Ansemia,  fatty  degeneration,  116 
,,       fatty  heart  etc.  in,  17 
,,       general,  12 
,,       local,  24 
,,       secondary,  16 
,,       spontaneous,  15 
Anchylosis  of  joints,  834  (ayKv\w<7L^,a,  stif- 
fening of  joints,  from  ayKvKo's,  crooked) 
Aneurism,  by  anastomosis,  371  (ni/Eupucr^a, 
from  av^vjwvut,  I  dilate) 
,,        causation  of,  363 
,,        cirsoid,  371  (Ktoo-os, enlargement 

of  a  vein,  and  elSu^,  like) 
,,        condition  of  coats  of  vessels  in, 
366 

, ,        condition  of  branches  at  seat  of, 
368 

,,        dissectmg,  372 

,,        effects  on  heart,  369 

, ,        effects  on  surrounding  i^arts,  360 

,,        fusiform  and  sacculated,  363 

,,        localization  of,  365 

,,        miliary  in  brain,  453 

,,        of  cerebral  vessels  a  cause  of 
hajmorrhage,  451,  453 

.,        of  heart  and  valves,  335 

,,        spurious,  371 

,,        terminations  of,  370 

,,        thrombi  in,  367 

,,        traumatic,  371 

,,        varicose,  374 

,,        varieties  of,  371 
Angina,  acute  catarrhal,  582  {angina,  the 

quinsy,  from  ango,  I  cause  pain) 
Angioma,  199  (ayyos,  a  vessel) 

„       cavernous,  200 

,,  ,,         of  liver,  654 

„       lymphatic,  200 

,,       plexiform  or  capillary,  199 

,,       venous  or  varicose  naevi,  200 
Angiosarcoma,  plexiform,  218  (ayyos,  a  ves- 
sel, a-dfi^,  flesh,  and  plexus,  a  plaiting) 
Angular  curvature  of  the  spine,  821 
Animal  parasites,  272  ■ 
Anthracosis,   or   coal  miner's  lung,  565' 

{duOfiu^,  coal) 
Anthrax,  253  (auOpa^,  a  coal,  a  carbuncle). 
See  splenic  fever 
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Aortic  iiisiiHicioucy,  'M2 

Aortic  obstruction  or  stouosis,  344  ! 

Apoplectic  cyst  of  brain,  45() 

Artei'*ial    tension,    cause  of    increase  in 

Bright's  disease,  702,  707 
Arteries,  athcroniatons  pntches  in,  353 
calcareous  infiltration  of,  359 
,,       conilition  in  Idriglit's  disease,  702 
,,        effects  of  ligature,  350 
,,       fatty  degeneration  of  intima,  358 
,,       syphilitic  diseases  of,  361 
Arteritis,  acute,  350  ((((jti/jii'",  an  artery) 
Arthritis,  834  {uptifjov,  a  joint) 
,,       acute  rheumatic,  836 
,,       chronic  rheumatic  or  deformans, 
837 
gouty,  836 
,,       pysemic,  836 
,,       simple  acute,  835 
,,       scrofulous  or  tubercular,  839 
Ascaris  lurabricoides,  291  (ao-Kap/y,  an  intes- 
tinal worm) 
,,      mystax,  291 
Ascites,  666  (ao-Ko's,  a  bag) 

,,       chylous,  666 
Ataxia,  hereditary,  425  (a,priv.,  and  xagts, 
order) 

Atelectasis,  510  {a-rtXin,  incomplete,  and 
SKT-ao-is,  expansion),  to  be  distinguished 
from  condensation  of  lung,  511 
Atheroma,  352  {dOt'ipw/jLu,  a  tumour  full  of 
gruel-like  matter,  from  dt)j;fJi), 
fine  meal) 
,,        a  cause  of  gangrene,  103 
„        calcareous  jjlates  in,  355 

changes  in  middle  and  external 
coats,  355 
,,        effect  on  circulation  of,  356 

in  cerebral  vessels,  a  cause  of 
hsemorrhage,  452,  454 
Atheromatous  abscess  and  ulcer,  354 
Atrophy,  111  (a,  priv. ,  and  -rptipw,  I  nourish) 
„        from  deficient  nutrition,  111 
,,        from  disuse,  112 
,,       from  fever,  112 
,,       from  nervous  lesions,  112 
„        of  brain  in  general  paralysis,  463 
,,        of  brain,  in  hydrocephalus,  483 

of  half  the  face,  114 
„       xjhysiological,  111 

Bacillus,  235  (bacillus,  a  little  staff) 
,,       anthra,cis,  254 
,,       cultivation  of,  258 
,,       Pasteur's  observations,  263 
tuberculosis,  164 

Bacteria,  232  (/irr/cr.jpi'n,  a  rod) 
detection  of,  236,  238 
„        forms  and  characters,  233 
"        influence  on  the  living  tissues,  238 
II        m  putrefying  or  septic  wounds,  239 
,,        origin,  233 

Baldness,  845 

liedsores,  869 


Bedsores,  acute,  869 

Bile  ducts,  obstruction  of,  660 

,,       ,,     results  of  obstruction,  660 

,,       ,,     tumours  of,  662 
Biliary  abscesses,  661 

Bladder,  urinary,  calculi  and  concretions  in, 
731 

,,       ,,    dilatation  of,  726 

,,       „    diseases  of,  724 

,,       ,,    diverticulum  of,  726 

,,       „    extroversion  of,  725 

,,       ,,    hsemorrhage  from,  727 

,,       ,,    hypertrophy  of  the  muscular 
coat,  726 

,,       ,,    inflammation  of,  727 

,,       ,,    parasites  in,  731 

,,       ,,    passive  hyperaimia  of,  727 

,,       ,,    perforation  and  rupture  of,  725 

,,       ,,    tuberculosis  of,  729 

,,       ,,    tumours  of,  730 
Blood-corpuscle-holding  cells,  48 
Blood  in  leukajraia,  56 
Blood-vessels,  acute  inflammation  of,  350 

,,        ,,       chronic  endarteritis,  ather- 
oma, 352 

,,        ,,       diseases  of,  349 
Boil  or  furunculus,  858 
Bone,  absorption  of,  808 

,,    cancer  of,  829 

„    cysts  of,  829 

,,    deformities  of,  due  to  rickets,  800 

,,     formation  of  sequestrum  (Lat.,  some- 
thing separated)  in  necrosis, 814 

,,    formation  of  cloaca  (Lat.,  a  drain) 
in  necrosis,  815 

,,    gummata  in,  816 

,,     healing  of  simple  fractures,  811 

,,    inflammations  of,  806 

,,    introduction  to  diseases  of,  793 

,,    metaplasia,  793 

, ,    neci-osis  of,  814 

, ,    necrosis  from  phosphorus,  815 

,,    normal  ossification,  796 

,,    osteoblasts, osteoclasts,  myeloplaques, 
and  Howship's  lacunse  in,  807 

,,    jiarasites  of,  830 

,,    partial  fractures  in  rickets,  802 

,,    regeneration  of,  146 

,,    results  of  liereditary  syphilis,  81( 

,,    rickets  or  rachitis,  795 

,,    sarcoma  of,  826 

„     senile  atrophy  of,  804 

,,    syphilitic  affections  of,  816 

,,     transplantation  of,  146,  808 

tubercular  or  scrofulous  disease  of, 
819 

tumours  of,  825 

Bone  and  cartilage,  new-formation  in  in- 
flammation, 97 

Bone  marrow,  affections  of,  396 
,,       in  leuksemia,  58 

Bony  tumour.    See  Osteoma 

Bovine  tuberculosis,  167,  561 

Bothriocephalus  latus,  285  (/io0f»'oi/,  a  little 
pit,  and  Kt<j>a\v,  the  head) 

Brain,  abscess  of,  460 
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lirain,  anatomical  introduction  to  diseases 
of,  436 
„     convolutiQns,  439 
,,      corona  radiata,  439 
crura,  437 

external  capsule,  438 

internal  capsule,  437 
, ,     nucleus  lenticularis,  438 
,,     pons  varolii,  437 
,,      arteries  of,  443 

atrophy,  congenital  and  senile,  467 
,,      degenerative  changes  in,  408 
,,     delirium  of  fevers,  402 
,,      disseminated  sclerosis,  461 
,,     embolism,  39 
, ,     general  cedema  of,  4S3 
,,     general  paralysis  of  the  insane,  462 
, ,     hsemorrhage,  450.    See  cerebral  hae- 
morrhage 

,,      inflammations  of.    See  encephalitis 
,,      localization    of    syphilitic  lesions, 
471 

,,     nutritive  arteries,  444 

,,      occlusion  of  arteries,  447 

,,  ,,       in  chorea,  448 

,,      cedema  ex  vacuo,  483 

,,      parasites  in,  474 

,,      scrofulous  tubercle  of,  162,  472 

,,      secondary  degeneration  in,  445 

,,      softening    (ramolissement),  white, 

yellow,  and  red,  457 
,,      syphilitic  disease  of  the  vessels, 
470 

,,     thrombosis  and   embolism  of  the 

vessels,  446 
,,     thrombosis  of  the  sinuses,  449 
,,     tumoiu-s  of,  472 

Brain  and  membranes,  syphilis  of,  468 

Bright's  disease  of  the  kidneys,  685 

,,  ,,      albuminuria  in,  699 

,,  ,,      anatomical  and  histological 

changes  in,  688 

,,  ,,      arterio-capillary  fibrosis, 

702  (df>xi|j)i'a,  an  artery, 
capillus,  a  hair,  and  Jibra 
a  fibre) 

,,  ,,      causes  of,  685 

,,  „      changes  in  heart  and  arte- 

ries, 702 

,,  ,,      distinction  into  parenchy- 

matous and  interstitial 
nephritis,  686 

,,  ,,      general  introductory  con- 

siderations, 685 

,,  ,,      glomerulo-nephritis,  688; 

haemorrhages  in,  689 ; 
iirsemic  symptoms  in,  691 

,,  ,,      interstitial  nephritis,  cysts 

in,  697;  sclerosis  of  glo- 
meruli in,  695;  state  of 
blood-vessels  in,  698; 
state  of  tubules  in,  696 
increased  arterial  tension 
in,  702,  707 

,,  „      oedema  from,  54 


Bright's  disease,  relation  to  cold,  687;  gout. 

687;  lead-poisoning,  687; 
pregnancy,  688 ;  scarlet 
fever,  687 ;  syphilis,  688 
„  „      tube  casts  in,  701 

Bronchial  croup,  507 
Bronchial  tubes,  affections  of,  504 

,,      catarrh,  505 
Bronchiectasis,  504  (/i/joyxos,  the  windpipe, 
and  EicTatr/s,  expansion) 
,,  in  chronic  pneumonia,  538 

,,  in  fibroid  phthisis,  550 

Bronchitis,  505  (/Spoyx"^.  windpipe) 
„         capillary,  538 
,,         exudation  (sputum)  in,  606 
„         fibrinous  or  plastic,  507 
Bronchocele,  202  (Hjioyxo^,  the  windpipe, 

and  »fj)\i),  a  tumour) 
Broncho-pneumonia,  538 
Bulbar  paralysis,  431  (bulbe,  French  name 

for  medulla  and  pons) 
Burns,  855 

Bubo,  suppurating,  383  [puvftwv,  the  groin) 

Cachexia,  179  [kukoi,  bad,  k'^i?,  habit) 
Cadaveric  poisons,  effects  of,  860 
Calcareous  infiltration,  126 

„  anatomical  charac- 

ters of,  128 
„  ,,  of  arteries,  359 

,,  „  of  cartilage,  130 

,,  ,,  of  dead  tissues  and 

foreign  bodies,  127 
,,  ,,  of  middle   coat  of 

arteries,  129 
Calculus  in  kidneys  of  uew-born  children, 
715  (calculus,  dim.  of  calx,  a 
stone,  or  limestone) 
,,       in  pelvis  of  kidneys,  716 
,,       vesical,  carbonate  of  lime,  733 
„  ,,      cystine,  733 

,,  ,,      oxalate  of  lime,  mulberry, 

732 

,,  ,,      tribasic  phosphatic,  733 

,,  ,,      uric  acid,  732 

,,  ,,      xanthine,  733 

Callosity  of  skin,  870 

Callus,  external,  internal,  and  intermedi- 
ary, 812  (callus,  a  hard  skin) 
Cancer,  forms  of.    See  Carcinoma 

,,      of  abdominal   organs,  secondary 

extension  of,  672 
,,  of  the  intestine,  629 
,,      of  kidney,  722 

,,      of  liver,  655;  secondary  growths,  672 

, ,      of  lung,  562 

,,      of  mamma,  778 

,,      of  cesophagus,  589 

,,      of  ovary,  769 

,,      of  stomach,  601 

,,      of  urinary  bladder,  730 
Cancerous  infiltration,  222 
Cancrura  oris,  575 
Canities,  846  (caniis,  gray) 
Capillary  bronchitis,  538 
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Carbuncle  (anthrax),  858 
Carcinoma,  218  (m(()kiVov,  a  cancer) 
,,        colloid  or  alveolar,  228 
,,        tlefinition  of,  219 
,,        growth  of,  222 
,,        hard,  or  scirrhous,  227 
, ,        infliiiniTiatory  round  cells  at  the 

margin  of,  222 
,,        melanotic,  230 
,,        mucous,  230 
,,        ordinary,  226 
,,        origin  of  the  epithelium  in,  219 
,,        relations  to  the  lymphatics,  222 
,,        secondary  changes  in,  223 
,,        soft  or  medullary  cancer,  226 
,,        structure  of,  219 
,,        villous,  225 
Caries,  808  (Lat.,  rottenness,  decay) 

,,     fungous,  839 
Cartilaginous  tumour.    See  Chondroma 
Caseous  necrosis,  108 
Casts  (fibi-inous)  of  bronchial  tubes,  507 

,,    in  kidney.    See  tube-casts 
Catarrh  of  nasal  passages,  490  [kutcc,  down, 

and  f>ew,  I  flow) 
Cauliflower  excrescence  of  the  uterus,  758 
Cause  of  disease,  2 
Cell  division,  137 
Cellular  tumours,  212 
Cephalhsematoma,  49  (KtfpaXv,  the  head, 

and  alufc,  blood) 
Cerebellum,  anatomy  of,  442 

,,         atrophy  of,  467 
Cerebral  haemorrhage,  450 

,,  ,,  appearances  of  brain 

in,  455 

,,  ,,  causes  of,  453 

,,  ,,  causes  of  rupture  of 

large  vessels,  aneu- 
rism, atheroma, 
etc.,  451 

,,  ,,  from  the  capillaries, 

455 

,,  ,,  from  the  larger  ar- 

teries, 451 

,,  ,,  from  nutritive  arter- 

ies, 453 

,,  ,,  organization  of  the 

clot,  456 

Cerebral  membranes,  hcemoi-rhage  from, 

476 

,,  ,,  inflammations  of, 

478 

Cerebral  sinuses,  thrombosis  of,  449 
Cerebral  vessels,  embolism  of,  446 

,,         ,,        thrombosis  of,  446. 
Cerebro-spinal  fluid,  accumulation  of,  in 

cerebral  membranes  and  cavities,  483 
Cestoda,  274  (i.-fo-Tov,  a  girdle,  and  dSoi, 
likeness) 

,,     Bothriocephalus  latus,  285  ;  Taguia 
echinococcus,  282;  T.  mediocanel- 
lata,  280;    solium,  275;  other 
varieties,  287 
Chancre,  indurated,  primary,  149,  loO 


Charbon,  253 

Charcot's  crystals  in  leukiemia,  57 
Chest,  rachitic  deformity  of,  802 
Chicken  cholera,  cultivation  of  the  organ- 
ism, 259 

>)        ,,       Pasteur's  observations,  262 
Chilblain,  857 
('hionyi)ho  Carteri,  269 
Clilorosis,  15  (x^"V'"*>  green) 
Cholera,  condition  of  intestine,  622  (xoXtV". 

from  X"^''i  Wle) 
Cholestcarine  in  fatty  degeneration,  119 
Chondroma,  189  (youciios:,  gristle) 
,,        ecchondrosis,  190 
,,        enchondroma,  190 
„        malignancy  of,  178 
,,        osteoid,  826 
Chorea,  occlusion  of  cerebral  arteries  in, 

448  {xoftLc,  a  dance) 
Chylous  urine,  295 ;  ascites,  666 
Circulation  and  blood,  afi'ections  of,  7 
Circulation,  physiology  of,  7 
Cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  645  {icippoi,  tawny) 
Clinical  observation,  relation  to  pathology,  5 
Cloudy  swelling,  114 
Club  foot,  831 

Coagulation  in  capUlaries,  32 

,,        theory  of,  25 
Coagulation  necrosis,  104 

,,  ,,        characters    of  the 

tissue  in,  107 
,,        from  embolic  infarc- 
tion, 105 

,,  ,,        in  diphtheria,  106 

Cocco-bacteria,  235  (ko'k/cos,  a  kernel,  and 

/3(tKTi;<)iu,  a  rod) 
CoUiquification,  a  form  of  gangrene,  109 
Colloid  cancer,  228 

Colloid  degeneration,  124  ()c6X\a,  glue,  eldos, 
Uke) 

,,  ,,  in  cancer,  126 

Colloid  or  hyaline  degeneration  of  muscle, 
105 

Colloid  ovarian  cysts,  763 
Comedo,  854  (comedo,  I  consume) 
Compound  granular  coi-puscles,  118 

,,  ,,  ,,    in  cerebral  soft- 

ening, 458 
Compound-tissue  tumoui-s,  204 
Condyloma,  209  [Kov6u\w/xa,  a  knob) 

,,  in  larynx,  500 

,,         in  skin,  865 
Connective  tissue  tumour,  181 

,,  ,,     regeneration  of,  146 

Corn  (clavns),  870 

Corpora  amylacea,  134  {corpus,  a  body,  and 

a/xv\oi/,  fine  meal) 
Craniotabes,  803  (Kpaviov,  the  skull,  and 

tabes,  wasting) 
Croup,  496 

Cryptorchismus,  783  (k-^uttto's,  hidden,  and 

opx's,  a  testicle) 
Cutaneous  outgrowths,  183 
Cyanosis,  307,  843  (mjukos,  blue) 
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Cystic  duct,  obstraction  of,  6C0 
Cysticercus,  278  (icuirxis,  a  bladder,  and 

KtfjK'ov,  a  tail) 
Cystic  sarcoma,  215 
Cystic  tumour    See  cystoma  and  cyst 
Cystinuria,  7'S'i{ci/stine,  from  kucttis,  a  blad- 
der, and  oufjuv,  urine) 
Cystitis,  727  (n  i'o-tis,  a  bladder) 
Cystoma,  204  (ivu.T-riv,  a  bladder) 
,,       dermoid  cysts,  205 
,,       mucous  cysts,  205 

of  the  thyroid  gland,  207 
„       of  the  ovary,  703 
Cysts,  apoplectic,  205 
,,      in  tumours,  209 
,,  '  mode  of  formation  of,  205 
,,     of  gall  bladder,  liver,  and  vermiform 

a2)pendage,  208 
,,     of  the  jaws,  829 
„     of  the  kidney,  207 
,,     of    the    mamma,   and  intracyatic 

growths  of,  776 
,,     of  the  ovaries,  208,  763 
,,     of  the  parovarium,  770 
,,     of  the  skin  (atheromatous),  205 
,,     retention,  205 

Dead  or  obsolete  structures,  calcareous  in- 
filtration into,  127 
,,  ,,       disposal  of,  97,  110 

Decubitus,  acute,  869 

Delirium  of  fevers,  condition  of  brain  in, 
462 

Dermoid  cysts,  211 
Desiccation  a  form  of  gangrene,  108 
Diabetes  mellitus,  64  (oia,  through,  jSaivw, 
I  flow,  and  idXi,  honey) 
,,  ,,        artificial  production  of, 

66,  67,  68 

,,  ,,        effects  of  hyper-oxygena- 

,,  ,,  tion  of  the  blood,  68 

„  ,,        liver-circulation  in,  69 

,,  ,,        pathological  anatomy,  71 

J,  ,,        relation  of  food  to  sugar 

in  urine,  64 
),  ,,        relations  of  the  glycogen, 

65 

))  state  of  the  circulation 

in,  67 

,,        urea  excretion  in,  60 
Diapedesis,  22,  44  (oi'/(,  through,  and 
cTL's,  a  bursting  or  oozing) 
in  inflammation,  83 
Diaphragm,  its  relation  to  peritoneal  can- 
cer, 676 

Diathesis,  179  (oia,  through,  and  Tidii/nL, 
I  arrange) 

Diphtheria,  {Sujieipa,  a  skin,  or  leather)  494 
, ,         coagulation  necrosis  in,  106 
, ,         of  fauces,  584 
„         nature  of  the  membrane  in 
larynx  and  trachea,  496 

Dislocations  of  joints,  congenital,  830 
»  ))         Kpontaneous,  833 

)>  traumatic,  832 


Dissection  wounds,  860 

Distoma  {(5i'?,  twice,  and  o-xo'm",  the  mouth) 

haematobium,  274;  hepaticum,  272;  lanceo- 

latum,  274;  sinense,  273 
Diverticulum  of  the  intestine,  607  (diverto,  I 

turn  aside) 
Division  of  cells,  137 

Dracunculus  Medinensis,  292  {dracunculus, 

a  little  dragon) 
Dry  gangrene,  109 

Ductus  choledochus,  results  of  obstruction 
of,  661 

Duodenitis,  618  [duodenum,  from  duodeni, 
twelve) 

Dura  mater,  acute  suppurative  inflamma- 
tion of  478 

,,       ,,      gummata  of,  469 

,,       ,,      hagmatoma  of,  476 
Dyscrasia,  179  (oi;9,  diflficult  or  bad,  and 

Kfldai^,  a  mixture) 
Dysentery,  condition  of  intestine,  620  (fiiis, 

with  difficulty,  and  'iu-repov,  the  giits) 

Bar,  fungi  in,  269 

Ecchondrosis,  189   ('ih-,   out   of,  x^"^/""^' 
gristle) 

Ecchymosis,  843  (ek-,  out  of,  and  x")"o''"')  j^iice) 
Eczema,  851  (fc\-Jf^ia,  from  U-X^iui,  I  boil  over) 
Elephantiasis,  379, 873  (iXitpcii,  an  elephant) 

,,  Arabum,  181 

,,  Grcecorum.    See  leprosy 

Emaciation,  111 

Embolic  infarction,  coagulation  necrosis  in, 
105 

,,  ,,        its  ultimate  fate,  41 

Embolism,  34  ('inlioXw;,  a  plug) 

,,       Cohnheim's  experiments,  35 
,,       in  arteries  with  anastomosis,  34 
,,       m    arteries    with  anastomosis 

plugged,  41 
,,       in  brain,  39 
,,       in  capillaries,  34 
, ,       in  cerebral  vessels,  446 
,,       in  end  arteries,  35 
, ,       in  lungs,  37 
,,       in  kidney,  38 
,,       in  portal  vein,  39 
, ,       in  retina,  39 

,,       in  superior  mesenteric  artery,  40 
,,       oil  and  air,  42,  529 
Emphysema  (pulmonary),  [kiujivannu,  infla- 
tion, from  kfi- 
(pvcrnui,  I  blow 
in),  anatomical 
changes  in,  517 
,,  ,,         compensatory,  516 

,,  ,,        effects  of,  on  other 

parts,  520 
„  ,,        expiration  a  cause 

of,  515 

.,  ,,        inspiration  a  cause 

_  of,  516 

,,  ,,        interlobular,  514 

,,  senile,  515,  521 

,,        vesicular,  515 
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Empyema,  569  (t^nruni"«i  »  gathering,  from 

tv,  in,  and  -ruuv,  pus) 
Encephalitis,  acute  localized,  450  (ly/.tf/ja- 
the  brain) 
chronic  localized,  401 
,,  diffused,  4G1 

Encliondroma,  181)  (tf,  in,  and  x''"'^l'"^' 

gristle) 
End  arteries,  35 

Endarteritis,  chronic,  352  (ivoov,  within, 
doTiifua,  an  artery) 
,,        obliterans,  358 
Endocarditis,  322  (tufiov.  within,  and  Ka^&'ia, 
the  heart) 
chronic,  325 
„  simple  acute,  322 

,,  ulcerative,  327 

Endocardium,  atheroma  and  opaque  patches 
of,  327 

Endometritis,  acute,  744  (luoov,  within, 
and  /ii'iTfia,  the  womb) 
,,  chronic,  744 

Enteritis,  616  (tuTepov,  a  piece  of  gut,  from 

EWTos,  within) 
Entozoa  or  internal  parasites,  272  (kvTo^, 
within,  and  '(,wui>,  an  animal) 
,,     cestoda  or  tapeworms,  274 
.,     trematoda,  272 
Epidermis,  hypertrophy  of,  139 
,,         regeneration  of,  144 
Epithelial  cancer,  223.    See  epithelioma 
Epithelioma,  223 

,,  cylinder-celled,  225 

flat-celled,  224 
,,  of  larynx,  503 

,,  of  skin,  forms  of,  874 

,,  of  stomach,  601 

Epithelium,  new  formation  in  granulating 
wound,  96 
,,         regeneration  of,  144 
Epizoa,  297  (f.Tri',  upon,  and  '(,wov,  an  animal) 
Epulis,  577  If  TTL,  upon,  and  ouKov,  the  gum) 
Ergot,  a  cause  of  gangrene,  104 
Erysipelas  (fpucri7r£/\«s,  redness  of  the  skin, 
from  root  of  £f>uOp6i,  red,  and 
wtWu,  skin),  379,  861 
,,       bacteria  in,  256 
Erythema,  851  {ipvOaivw,  1  dye  red,  from 

if)u6fi6i,  red) 
Excoriation  of  the  skin,  859 
Exostosis,  191  (s5">,  out  of,  oa-riov,  a  bone) 

,,       multiple,  825 
Experimental  pathology,  relation  to  path- 
ology, 2 

Fallopian  tubes,  inflammation  of,  760 

,,  tuberculosis  of,  762 

Farcy,  171 

Fatty  degeneration,  115 

,,  anatomical  changes  in, 

118 

„  ,,  in  anaemia,  116 

in  inflammations,  116 


Fatty  degeneration  of  the  brahi  substance, 
116 

,,  ,,  theories  as  to  mode  of 

occurrence  of,  IIC 

Fatty  infiltration,  120 

,,  ,,         anatomical  changes  in, 

122 

,,  ,,         from  disuse,  120 

,,  ,,         around  diseased  and  use- 

less glanils,  121 
,,  ,,         of  tlie  liver,  121 

,,  ,,         of  muscle,  120 

Fatty  tumour.    See  lipoma 
Fauces,  acute  catarrhal  angina,  582 

,,      acute  plilegmonous  inflammation 
of,  583 

,,      chronic  catarrh  of,  583 

,,      diiihtheria,  584 

, ,     inflammations  of,  582 

,,      syphilitic  disease  of,  585 

,,      tulDercular  ulcers  of,  586 

,,      tumours  of,  586 
Favus,  269,  878  {favus,  a  honeycomb) 
Fibrine,  formation  in  inflammations,  87 
Fibrinous  exudation,  85 
Fibro-cellular  tumoiu's,  183 
Fibroid  phthisis,  549 

,,       formation  of  cavities  in, 
550,  556 

Fibroma,  181  (fihra,  a  fibre) 

hard,  183 
,,       molluscum,  873 
„        of  larynx,  502 

soft,  182 

Filaria  medinensis,  292  (filnm,  a  thread) 
Filaria  sanguinis,  293 

,,  ,,         relations  to  lymph-scro- 

tum, 296 
,,        relations  to  elephantiasis, 
296 

Floating  kidney,  682 

Foreign  bodies,  calcareous  infiltration  of, 
127 

,,      inflammatory  new-forma- 
tion around,  97 
Foreign  or  dead  tissue,  absorption  of,  97 
Formative  cells  in  inflammation,  92 
Fractures,  healing  of,  811 
Framboesia,  863  [framboise,  a  raspberry) 
Frostbite,  857 

Fimgi,  characters  and  development  of,  266, 
267 

Fmigi,  in  the  ear,  269 
, ,      in  the  mouth,  271 
,,      in  the  skin,  269 
, ,      madura  foot,  269 
,,      parasitic,  266 

,,     pathogenic  and  innocuous  forms,  267 
Fungus  hsematodes,  226  (fuvrjus,  a  mush- 
room, and  al/xa,  blood,  and  tloos,  like) 

Galen,  veins  of,  obstruction  in  hydrocepha- 
lus, 484 
Gall-bladder,  tumours  of,  662 
Gall-stones,  658 

„         single  and  multiple,  659 
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Gauglion  cells,  calcification,  408;  hyaline 
or  colloid  degeneration,  468  ;  simple  and 
pigmentary  atrophy,  468 

Gangrene,  causes,  101  (>  «77,o(ui'«,  aneatmg 
sore) 

, ,        changes  in  the  dead  tissue,  104 
,,        from  thrombosis,  34 
,,        of  lungs,  f)40 

„       of  lung,  after  acute  pneumonia, 
536 

,,        senile,  103 

, ,       weakness  of  the  heart  a  cause  of, 
102 

Gastritis,  595  (yaaTi'ip,  the  belly,  the 
stomach) 

General  paralysis,  state  of  brain  in,  463 
General  tubercidosis,  155 
Generative  organs,  female,   defective  de- 
velopment of,  737 
,,  ,,       female,  introduction  to 

diseases  of,  735 
,,  ,,       male,  783;  malforma- 

tions, 735 

Genu  valgum,  801  {r/emi,  the  knee;  valgus, 

bow-legged) 
,,    varum,  801  (genu,  the  knee;  varus, 

bow-legged) 
Glanders,  171 

Glandular  tumour.    See  Adenoma 
Glioma,  203,  473  (yXiu,  glue) 

,,      cerebral,  473 
Glomerulo-nephritis  (glomerulus,  dim.  of 

glomus,  a  clue  of  thread,  and  ut(pp6s,  the 

kidney).    See  Bright's  disease 
Glossitis,  575  (yXwrnxa,  the  tongue) 
Glosso-labio-larnygeal  ijai'alysis  (■yXcoa-o-fi, 

the  tongue;  labium,  the  lip),  431 
Glossy  skin,  867 

Glycogen,  conversion  into  sugar  in  dia- 
betes, 65 

Goitre,  202  (French,  goitre ;    from  Lat. 

guttur,  the  throat) 
Gonorrhoea,  734  (yopo's,  seed,  and  ptut,  I  flow) 
Graafian  vesicles,  conversion  into  cysts, 

762 

Granular  disintegration  of  brain  substance, 
468 

Granulating  wound,  as  type  of  inflamma- 
tory new-formation,  90 
Gramilation- tissue  tumours,  148 
Gravel,  732 

Grey  degeneration,  ascending,  416 
,,  ,,  of  cord,  characters  of, 

412 

Gum-boil,  581 

Gumma,  151;  structure  of,  152  (gummi, 
gum) 

, ,        of  the  diu-a  mater  and  soft  mem- 
branes of  brain,  469 
,,        of  the  liver,  651 

Hjematocele,  787  (alua,  blood;  and 
a  tumour) 
,,  periuterine,  749 

parametric,  749 


Hasraatoidin  crystals,   from  haimorrhage,. 

47;  in  thrombi,  31 
Hsematoma,  49  (alfia,  blood) 

,,  of  scalp,  49;  of  ear,  49;  of 

dura  mater,  50;   of  heart, 
50 ;  of  uterus,  50 
,,  of  the  dura  mater,  476 

,,  of  the  peritoneum,  665 

))  polypoid  of  uterus,  751 

Hsematometra,  743(uI|Ua,  blood;  and  nv-rpa,. 

the  womb) 
Hsemin-crystaLs,  48 

Hsemoglobin,  its  poisonous  characters,  12 
Hsemoglobinuria,  12 

Haemorrhage,   44  (alfxoppay'ui,  bleeding; 

from  rtlfia,  blood;  and  the 
root  of  pt'iyvvpi-,  I  burst 
through) 
,,  causes,  45 

,,  disposal  of  escaped  blood,  46 

,,  from  the  stomach,  600 

,,  in  brain.     See  cerebral  hae- 

morrhage 
,,  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  557 

,,  pigmentary  infiltration  from,^ 

123 

,,  j)ulmonary,  530 

,,  stoppage  of,  45 

Hsemorrhagic  infarction,  36 

„  „    _    in  lungs,  37 

Haemorrhoids,  376  (aT/.ia,  blood,  and  ptw,. 

I  flow) 
Hair,  atrophy  of,  845 
,,    greyness  of,  846 
Head,  rachitic  deformity  of  the  bones,  803 
Healing  of  wounds,  143 

,,  ,,         immediate  union,  143 

,,  „         primary  adhesion,  143 

,,  ,,         imion  by  first  intention, 

144 

,,  ,,         union  by  second  inten- 

tion, 144 

Health  and  disease,  2 
Heart,  abscess  of,  322 

,,     aneurisms  of,  335 

,,     atrophy  of,  309 

,,     calcareous  infiltration  of,  318 

,,     causes  of  foetal  obstruction  of  piil- 
monary  artery,  303 

,,     coagula  in,  346 

,,     congenital    malformation    of  the 

valves,  305 
,,     diseases  of,  299 
,,     endocarditis,  322 
,,     fatty  degeneration  of,  316 
,,     fatty  infiltration  of,  121,  315 
, ,     forms  of  cardiac  hypertrophy,  313 

hypertrophy  of,  310 
,,  ,,  compensatory.  310 

,,  from  adherent  pericar- 

dium, 311 
n  from  Bright's  disease, 

312 

„  from  valvular  disease. 

312 
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Heart,  hypertrophy  of  left  ventricle,  314 
•  '  ).         of  right  ventricle,  313 

,,     partial  hypertrophiow,  312 
,,     iinperfout  closure  of  interventricular 

soptuni,  301 
,,    in  Bright'.s  disease,  702 
.,,     injnrios  and  rupture  of,  320 
,,     irregularities  of  the  primary  vessels, 
304  L         J  , 

malformations  of,  299 

duration  of  life  in, 
308 

misplacements  of,  299 
,,     myocarditis,  320 
,,     passive  congestion  of,  315 
, ,     patency  of  foramen  ovale,  and  ductus 

arteriosus,  302 
,,     rupture,  320 

, ,     semilunar  valves  simulating  aiuriculo- 

veutricular,  306 
,,     thrombi  in,  347 
,,     tumours  of,  348 
,,     valvular  disease  of,  337 
>)    ,  _  J,      of  right  side,  345 

Hepatitis  {iiirnp,  the  liver),  chronic  inter- 
stitial, 645 
,,       piu-ulent,  643 
Hepatization  of  lung,  532  (/(iraTigto,  to  be 

like  the  liver,  from  nirup,  the  liver) 
Hereditary  syphilis,  155 
Hermaphroditism,  735  {'Ep/ai^,  Mercury,  and 
'Af/;f)o(5[Ti,,  Venus).    See  also  pseudo- 
hermaphroditism 
Hernia,  contents  of,  610  [hernia,  a  rupture) 
,,       diaphragmatic,  609 
,,       external  and  internal,  60S 
,,       external,  enumeration  of,  609 

false,  609 
,,       mode  of  production,  608 
,,       ovarian,  611,  760 
,,       retroperitoneal  (jejuno-duodenal, 
subcoecal,  and  into  fossa  inter- 
sigmoidea),  610 
,.       strang^ilation  of,  611 
Herpes,  866  ('ipw!",  I  creep) 
Histology,  pathological,  relation  to  path- 
ology, 4 
Hodgltin's  disease,  61 

Homologous  and  heterologous  tumours,  173 
(o/ios,  the  same,  and  Aoyos,  word,  pro- 
portion), {t-repw;,  other,  and  Adyos) 

Horn,  209 

Horse-shoe  kidney,  681 
Hospital  gangrene,  104 
Howship's  lacimaj,  807  [lacuna,  a  cavity  or 
gap) 

Hyaline  degeneration  in  muscle,  105 
Hydatid  mole,  187  (uodxiv,  a  drop  of  water) 
Hydatids,  282.    See  taenia  echinococcus 
Hydrsemia,   13  [i'lfiwn,  water,   and  (ilfj-a, 
blood)' 
,,         oedema  from,  54 
Hydrencephalocele,    486     [lifiwp,  water, 
£7^-£^/>(£\o9,the brain,  and  atumour) 
Hydraemic  plethora  in  Bright's  disease,  54 


Hydrocele,  787  (u^u./,,  water,  and  ^-^^^),,  a 
tumour) 
,,  congenital,  788 

,,  encysted,  788 

,,  rarer  forms  of,  789 

Hydrocephalus,  483  ([iou,,.,  water,  /ct^aXi;, 
the  head) 
,,  acquired,  484 

,,  acute,  480 

,,  chronic,  or  congenital, 485 

,,  in  atrophy  of  brain,  483 

in  tubercular  menintfitiH, 
484 

Hydrometra,  744  [iiduip,  water,  and  /nhpu, 
the  womb) 

Hydronephrosis,   718   [iioiop,   water,  an<l 

vt(\)p6t,  the  kidney) 
Hydrophobia,  lesions  in  brain,  etc.,  in,  4()5 

(uou)(.,  water,  and  ^)<>iiiu>,  I  fear) 
Hydrorhachis,  fcetal,  a  cause  of  spina  bifida, 

486  (i;oa);/,  water,  and  /aax'«,  the  back) 
Hydrothorax,  570  [\jo'jip,  water,  and  Oufjag, 

the  breast) 

Hyperemia  [u-rrtp,  over,  and  alua,  blood), 
and  anaemia,  9 
,,        active,  of  the  lungs,  521' 
,,         general,  9 

,,        collateral,  18;  from  dilatation 

of  arteries,  19 
,,        of  the  lungs,  522 
,,        local,  17;  active,  17;  passive, 
20 

,,        oedema  from,  53 
,,        passive,  from  thrombosis,  33 
Hyperostosis,  825  [uwtp,  over  or  excessive, 

and  6(ttIov,  bone) 
Hyperplasia,  139  [inrtp,  over,  and  irXao-iv, 

a  moulding;  from  TrActo-o-o),  I  moidd) 
Hypertro^jhy,  136  [virtp,  over,  and  -rpicftio, 
I  nourish) 
,,  from  excessive  x)erformance 

of  a  normal  function,  138 
,,  from    frecpiently  recurring 

pressure,  140 
,,  from  increased  blood  supply, 

140 

,,  in  bones,  141 

,,         in  epidermis,  139 
,,  in  muscle,  138 

,,  in  neighbourhood  of  inflam- 

mations, 140 
Hyjjostatic    engorgement    of    lungs,  523 
[uwofTTaTiKo^,  from  i(\>i(TTapLai,  I  stand 
under) 

Ichthyosis,  870  [l)(QO's,  a  fish) 
Icterus,  124  [luTEpo^,  jaimdice) 
Immediate  union,  143 
Immunity,  acquired,  262 

,,         natural,  260 

,,         in  zymotic  diseases,  theories  of, 
263 

Indurated  chancre,  149 
Infantile  paralysis,  425 
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Infarction  from  embolism,  36  {infarcio,  I 
cram  in) 
lijemorrhagic,  of  lungs,  526 
Infective  inflammation,  99 

,,      tumours,  148 
Inflammation  (ivjlammo,  I  set  on  fire),  72 
active  hyiiera^mia  in,  77 
artificial  production  of,  72 
changes  in  the  tissues  and 

new  formation,  90 
characters  of  the  inflamma- 
tory exudation,  88 
disposal  of  exudations,  89 
emigration  and  diaijedesis  in, 
83 

etiology  of,  72 

exudation  cells,  82  {exsudo,  I 

sweat  out) 
fibriiious  exudation,  85 
formative  cells,  origin  of,  94 
formation  of  fibrine  in,  87- 
individual  forms  of,  98 
inflammatory  exudation,  82; 

its  mode  of  occurrence,  86 
internal     pavementing  of 

veins,  79 
nervous  system,  its  influence 

in  causation  of,  73 
new-formation     of  blood- 
vessels, 93 
new-formation  of  bone  and 

cartilage,  97 
paralysis  of  tissues  in,  78 
path  of  entrance  of  irritants, 
75 

principal  phenomena,  75 
processes  observed  in  wounded 

web  of  frog,  75 
produced  by  irritants,  72 
retardation    and    stasis  of 

blood-current,  79 
retrograde  changes,  90 
the    scrolls  exudation  —  in- 
flammatory oedema,  84 
state  of  the  vessels  in,  77 
syphilitic,  151 

temperature     of  inflamed 
parts,  81 
Insane  ear,  49 

Intestine,  catan-h  of,  616 

catarrhal  ulcers  of,  617 
condition  in  dysentery,  620 
cholera,  622 
„        typhoid  fever,  623 
cysts  of,  617 
follicular  ulcers  of,  617 
hernia  or  rupture,  607 
introduction  to  diseases  of,  605 
intussusception  or  invagination 

of,  614 
in  leukaemia,  60 
malformations  of,  607 
mucous  polypi  of,  617 
obstruction  to  calibre  of,  630 
post- Dior i('7n  changes  in,  606 
prolapse  of,  615 


Intestine,  results  of  obstruction  of,  632 
,,       simple  inflammations  of,  616 
,,       specific  inflammations  of,  620 
,,       tuberculosis  of,  626 
>>  secondary  to  phthisis 

pulmonalis,  560 
,,       tumours  of,  629,  630 
,,       twisting  of,  613 

Introduction,  1 

Intussusception  of  the  intestine,  614  (intus. 

witliin,  and  nuacipio,  I  receive) 
Iodine  as  a  test  in  amyloid  degeneration 

131 

Irritants,  their  nature,  72 

Joints,  anchylosis  of,  834 

,,      dislocations  and  misplacements  of, 
830 

,,      inflammations  of.    See  arthritis 
,,      syphilis  of,  838 

Keloid,  true  and  false,  871  (k?/Xi's,  a  spot) 
Kidneys,  active  hypersemia  of,  683 

,,       acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  717 
,,       amyloid  degeneration  of,  713 
,,       Bright's  disease  of,  685 
,,       calculi  and  concretions  in,  715 
,,       coalescence  of  (horse-shoe  kidney), 
681  ^ 

,,  compensatory  hypertrophy  of,  682 

,,  cirrhosis  of,  695 

,,  cystoid  degeneration  of,  721 

,,  cysts  of,  697 

,,  embolism,  38,  684 

,,  fatty  degeneration  of  epithelium, 
713 

,,  granular  contracted,  695 

, ,  hydronephrosis, .  718 

,,  independent  cysts  of,  resembling 

hydronephrosis,  720 

,,  in  leuksemia,  60 

,,  in  scarlet  fever,  709 

,,  lardiiceous,  715 

,,  local  tuberculosis  of,  717 

,,       niaLformations  and  misplacements 
of,  681 

,,       metastatic  abscesses  in,  708 
,,       micrococci  in,  709 
,,       movable  or  floating,  682 
, ,       normal  structure  and  functions  of 
677 

,,       parasites  in,  723 
,,       parenchymatous  infiltration  of 
712 

,,       passive  hyperemia  of,  684 
,,       perinephric  abscess,  710 
,,       primary  cancer  of,  722 
,,       retrograde  changes  in,  712 
,,       septic  inflammations  of,  707 
,,       sinjple  atrophy  of,  712 
,,       simple  cysts  of,  721 
,,       syphilis  of,  717 
,,       thrombosis  of  veins,  684 

tubercular  ulceration  of,  161 
,,       tumours  of,  721-723 
Kyphosis,  822  (^utpds,  bent  forwards) 
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LanliiceouH  degeuoration,  130 
Largo  white  kidney,  ()1)2 
Liirva3  of  insects  in  the  skin,  881 

,,  ,,       in  tiio  tissues,  297 

Laryngeal  plitliisis,  500 
Larynx  and  tracliea,  acute  catarrh  of,  497 
,,  diphtheria  and  croup, 

494 

,,  ,,  diseases  of,  494 

Larynx,  condylomata  of,  500 
,,      chronic  catarrh  of,  498 

inflammation  of  the  perichondrium, 
499 

,,      malformations  of,  494 

„      oedema  glottidis,  498 

,,      phtliisis  of,  500 

,,      subglottic  inflammation,  498 

,,      syphilis  of,  500 

,,      tumoiirs  of,  501 
Late  rigidity  in  descending  sclerosis,  414 
Lead  poisoning,  atrophy  with  paralysis  in, 
113 

Lejjra  anajstlietica,  171  (kswpos,  scaly) 

,     tuberculosa,  170 
Leprosy,  170  (KsTrfws,  scaly) 
„      bacillus  in,  171,  256 
nerves  in,  405 
Leptomeningitis,  478  (A.E7rTos,  fine,  /i;>ty5, 

a  membrane) 
Leptothrix  buccalis,  271  (Xewtos,  slender, 

tljDi'J,  a  hair,  and  bucca,  the  cheek) 
Leucocytosis,  13  (KtvKos,  white,  and  kvtos, 

a  hollow,  a  cell) 
Leucomyelitis,   418    (Xeuk-os,    white,  and 

fiviXos,  marrow) 
Leukcemia,  5(5  {\bvk6s,  white,  and  uiixn. 
blood) 
Charcot's  crystals,  57 
intestines  in,  GO;  kidney  in,  60; 
liver  in,  60 ;  skin  in,  60 
, ,        lymphatic  gland  s  in,  59 ;  meduUa 
of  bone  in,  58 
relations  to  lymphoma,  231 
spleen  in,  57 
Lichen  ruber,  853  ('VttX''"-  a  tree-moss,  a 

scab,  and  ruber,  red) 
Lipoma,  184  (Xiiros,  fat) 
,,       diffuse,  184 
„       pendulous,  185 
Liver,  acute  yellow  atrophy  of,  642 
acquired  deformities  of,  635 
"     adenoma,  654 

amyloid  degeneration  of,  641 
','     atrophy  of,  639  _ 

atrophy  of_  cells  in  passive  hyper- 

jemia,  636 
cancer  of,  655 

cu'rhosis  of,  645  ,  eco 

congenital  syphilitic  disease  of,  b5z 

"     deformity  m  females,  635 
embolism  in,  638 

"     fatty  degeneration  of,  639 

"     fatty  infiltration  of,  121,  640 

"     folds  of,  635 

"     hypertrophic  cirrhosis  of,  647 


Liver,  hypertrophy  of,  639 
inflammations  of,  643 
introduction  to  diseases  of,  633 
in  leukajmia,  60 
malformations  of,  635 
nutmeg,  636 
parasites  of,  658 
passive  hypera3inia  of,  636 
pareiichyniatous  infiltration  of,  639 
l)erihepatitis,  650 
py;einic  Jibscesses  of,  644 
red  atrophy  of,  636 
retrograde  changes  in,  639 
syphilitic  disease  of,  651 
thrombosis  and  embolism  in,  638 
tropical  abscess  of,  643 
tuberculosis  of,  653 
tumours  of,  654 
Locomotor  ataxia,  421  {locus,  a  place;  moveo, 
I  move;  a,  priv.,  and 
xajis,  order) 
,,  ,,      lesion  m,  421 

„  ,,       physiology  of,  422 

,,  ,,       trophic  lesions  of  skin, 

muscles,  and  joints,  424 
Lordosis,  822  (Xopcios,  bent  supinely) 
Lungs,  active  hyperaemia  of,  521 
,,     acute  pneumonia,  531 
,,     anthracosis,  565 
,,     atelectasis,  510 
,,      brown  induration  of,  525 
,,      cancer  of,  563 
,,      carnification  of,  511 
,,     collapse  of,  511 
,,     causes  of  collapse,  511 
,,      collateral  hypertemia  of,  522 
,,     diseases  of,  508 
,,      disorders  of  the  circulation  in,  521 
,,      embolism  of  the  pulmonary  artery, 
528 

,,      emphysema  of,  514 

,,      gangrene  of,  540 

,,      haemorrhage  from,  530 

,,     hsemorrhagic  infarction  of,  526 

,,      hyiiertrophy  (compensatory)  of,  513 

,,     induration   of.     See  pneumonia, 

chronic 
,,     inflammations  of,  531 
,,     inhalation  of  foreign  substances, 

564 

,,      malformations  of,  510 
,,      oil  embolism  in,  529 
,,     passive  hyijersemia  and  oedema  of, 
.523 

,,     passive  hyjiersemia  from  heart  dis- 
ease, 52.5 
,,     phthisis  pulmonalis,  543 
,,      pigmentation  of,  124,  564 
,,     syphilitic  disease  of,  561 
,,     tumours  of,  561 
Lung-tissue  in  sputum  in  phthisis,  5.54 
Lupus,  169  {lupus,  a  wolf);  non-exedens, 
169  {non,  not,  and  exedo,  I  devour); 
exedens,  170 
Lymphadenitis,  acute,  383  {Ujmpha,  water, 
and  aovv,  a  gland) 
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Lymphadenitis,  chronic,  384 
Lymphadenoma,  231  (lympha,  water,  and 

af\>)v,  a  gland) 
Lymphangeitis,  378  (lympha,  water,  and 

ayytiuv,  a  vessel) 
Lymphangiectasis,  379  (Jympha,  water;  ay- 

ytiov,  a  vessel;  and  EKTao-is,  expansion) 
Lymphangioma,   cavernous,  380  [lympha, 

water,  and  ayyiiuv,  a  vessel) 
Lymphatic  circulation,  50 

,,        glands,  acute  inflammation  of, 
383 

,,  ,,       diseases  of,  380 

,,  ,,       in  leukiemia,  59 

,,  ,,       pigmentation  of,  382 

,,  ,,       scrofulous    disease  of, 

165,  384 

,,  ,,       secondary  tuberculosis 

of,  386 

,,  ,,       in  syphilis,  150 

,,  ,,       syphilitic  disease,  de- 

generative changes, 
and  tarn  ours  of,  387 
,,        growth.    See  lymphoma 
,,        vessels,  obstruction  of,  51 
,,  ,,       inflammation  of,  378 

Lymphoma,  231  (lympha,  water) 
Lympho-sarcoma,  231 

,,  of  mediastiuum  and 

mesentery,  231 
,,  „       of  lung,  562 

Lymph-scrotum,  296,  873 

Macroglossia,  379,  578  (fiaKpos,  large,  am 

yXwa-an,  the  tongue) 
Madura  foot,  269 
Malarial  fevers,  bacilli  in,  256 
Malformations.    See  the  individual  organs 
Malignant  pustule.    See  splenic  fever 
Mamma,  acute  scirrhus  of,  782 

,,       adenoid  sarcoma  of,  775 

,,       adenoma  of,  774 

,,       cancer  of,  778 

,,       colloid  cancer  of,  782 

,,       cysts  and  cysto-sarcoma  of,  776 

,,       duct  cancers,  778 

,,       inflammation  of,  773 

,,       malformations  of,  773 

,,       medullary  cancer  of,  781 

,,       mucous  cancer  of,  782 

„       parenchymatous  cancer  of,  778 

,,       rarer  tumours  of,  782 

,,       sarcoma  of,  776 

,,       scirrhus  of,  779 
IMeckel's  diverticulum,  607 
Medulla  oblongata,  bulbar  paralysis,  431 

>,  introduction  to  diseases 

of,  407 

„  „        tumours  of,  434 

Melansemia,  61  (/xtXas,  black,  and  alixa, 
blood) 

Melanotic  cancer,  230  (/ztXa?,  black) 
Membranes  and  cavities  of  brain  and  cord, 

introduction  to  diseases  of,  475 
Membranes  of  brain,  hcemorrhage  from,  476 


Membranes  of  brain,  syphilitic  disease  of, 
469,  471 
,,  ,,        tumours  of,  488 

Meningeal  hiemorrhage,  476 
Meningitis,  epidemic    cerebro-siiiaal,  479 
(fiVvcy^,  a  membrane) 
,,        gummatous,  470 
,,        simple  acute,  478 
,,        simple  chronic,  479 
i  ,,        tubercular,  480 

I  Meninges,  tumours  of,  488 
I  Mercury,  effects  on  mouth,  575 
Mesentery,  aperture  in,  causing  obstruc- 
tion, 631 ;  lymph-sarcoma  of,  231 
Metaplasia,  793  (/nf-raTrXao-ts,  transforma- 
tion, from  fieTcc,  indicating  change,  and 
TrXuaraw,  I  mould) 
Metastasis,  177  (uEdirrTijui,  I  change  jilace) 
Metastatic  calcification,  127 
Meteorism,  632,  668  (uetecupi'Ju),  I  elevate) 
Methylviolet,  as  a  test,  in  amyloid  de- 
generation, 131 
Metritis,  745  (.ui'i-rpa,  the  womb) 
Micrococci,  235  (/xLKp69,  small,  and  kokko^, 
a  kernel) 
,,        in  kidney,  709 
Micro-organisms,  232 
Microsporon  furfur,  270,  880 
Milium,  855  (Lat.  millet) 
Mitral  insufficiency  or  incompetency,  338 
,,     obstruction  or  stenosis,  340  (cttej/os, 
narrow) 
Moles,  pigmented,  872 

Mollities  ossium,  804   (Lat.,  softness  of 
bones) 

MoUuscum  contagiosum,  872  [molluscum,  a 

fungus,  from  mollis,  soft) 
Molluscum  fibrosum,  183 
Morbid  anatomy,  relation  to  Pathology,  3 
Morbiis  cox£e  senilis,  838  (Lat.  disease  of  the 

hip  in  the  aged) 
Morphcea,  868 
Mouth,  catarrh  of,  573 

,,     effects  of  scurvy,  574,  of  mercury, 
575 

,,     epithelioma  of,  577 
,,     follicular  stomatis,  573 
,,     infective  tumours  of  (syphilis,  etc.), 
576 

,,     small -pox  eruption  in,  574 
,,     syphilis  of,  576 

,,     thrush  or  aphthous  stomatitis,  574 
„     tumours  of,  577 
Mucous  and  colloid  degeneration,  physio- 
logical type  of,  125 
,,  ,,  in  ovarian  tumours, 

125;  thyroid  gland, 
126 ;  cancers,  126 

,,     cancer,  230 
,,     degeneration,  124 
,,  ,,  of  intercelhilar  sub- 

stance, 126 
,,     tissue  tumour.    See  myxoma 
Mummification,  108 
I  Muscle,  fatty  infiltration  of,  120 
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Miisclo,  hypertrophy  of,  138 

,,      regeneration,  147 
Muscular  tissue  tumour.    See  myoma 
Myelitis,   transverse  acute,   418  (/iueXtis, 
marrow) 
,,       transverse  chronic,  419 
Myeioplaques,  807  (uutAds,  niarrov*',  and 

7r/\«5.  ^  tt'it  surface) 
Myocarditis,  320  (mT'v,  a  muscle,  and  nupolu, 
the  heart) 
,,        interstitial,  321 
Myoma,  193  (^nDv,  a  muscle)  i 
,,     of  female  generative  organs,  195 
,,     of  nipple,  782 
,,     of  uterus.    See  uterus 
,,     retrograde  changes  of,  195 
,,     situations  of,  195  ' 
,,      smooth-celled,  193 
strio-ceUulare,  193 
Myxoedema,  844  (/xu^a,  mucus,  and  olo-ima, 

a  swelling) 
Myxoma,  186  (""gre,  mucus) 

,,       characters  of  miicous  tissue,  186 

,,       hydatid  mole,  187 

,,       situation  and  characters  of,  188  ^ 

NsBvi,  vascular  {vacviis,  a  mole).  See  angioma 

Nails,  atrophy  of,  846 

Nasal  passages,  acute  catarrh  of,  490 

chronic  catarrh  of,  492  j 
congenital  malformations 
of,  490 
,,       tumours  of,  493 
Necrosis,  caseous,  108  [vtKiiu>ai<s,  state  of 
death,  from  vfKfos,  a  dead  body) 
,       disposal  of  the  dead  tissue  in, 
110 

,,       its  causes,  101 
,,       limitation  of,  109 
,,       of  bone,  814 
Nematoda,  or  round  worms,  288  [vnixa,  a 

thread,  eIoos,  likeness) 
Nephritis  the  kidney).  See  Bright's 

disease 

Nerves,  clironic  neuritis,  405 

,,     diseases  of,  introductory  considera- 
tions, 400 
,,     effects  of  division  of,  402 
,      hyperemia  and  acute  inflammation 
of,  404 

regeneration  after  division  of,  147, 
404 

,,     tumours  of,  405 
Nervous  system,  diseases  of,  introduction,  j 
397 

Nervous  tissue  tumovir.    See  neuroma 
Neuritis,  acute,  404  (ytupoy,  a  nerve)  , 
chronic,  405  [ 
Neiu-oma,  196  [vivpov,  a  nerve)  ! 
false,  196 

painful    subcutaneous  tumour, 
198 

relation  to  multiple  fibromata  of 
skin,  873  ! 


Neuroma,  tiue,  atructure  of,  197 
Nijiple,  I'aget's  disease  of,  778 
Noma,  575  [vtnw,  I  devour) 
Normal  growth,  136 

Obesity,  120 

Gidema  and  dropsy,  50  {oloiw,  I  swell; 

i/o<)U)i//,  dropsy;  from 
uHoip,  water) 

,)  in  passive  hyperajmis, 

23 

,,     from  hydraimia,  54 

,,     from  thrombosis,  33 

,,     from  venous  hyperaemia,  53 

glottidis,  497 
,,     in  Bright's  disease,  54 
,,     inflammatory,  84 
,,     of  the  brain,  483 
,,      of  the  lungs,  523 
CEsojihagus,  diseases  of,  586 

,,        general  dilatation  of,  580 
,,        inflammations  of,  588 
,,        obstruction  of,  587 
,,         partial   dilatation  (diverticu- 
lum) of,  586 
,,        j)erf orating  ulcers  of,  588 
,,        tumours  of,  589 
Oidium  albicans,  272,  574 
OQ-embolism,  42 

Oligeemia,  13  (oKiyos,  small,  and  aina, 

blood)  .  .        ■  . 

Omentum,  condition  of,  in  tubercular  peri- 
tonitis, 670 
,,       its  relations  to  cancer  of  peri- 
toneum, 676 
Oophoritis,  acute,   761  ((po<p6pos,  bearing 
eggs,  or  roe,  from  d6v,  an 
egg,  and  <popew,  I  bear) 
,,  chronic,  761 

Orchitis,  acute,  784  (Spx"'  testicle) 

,,        chronic,  784 
Organization  of  thrombi,  31 
Organs  of  respiration,  diseases  of,  490 
Osseous  tumours,  825 
Ossification,  normal,  796 ;  in  rickets,  798 
Osteitis,  rarefying  or  destructive  and  forma- 
tive or  condensing,  807  {oariov,  bone) 
Osteoblasts,  807  {dariov,  bone,  and  ^Xaarus, 
a  sprout) 

Osteoclasts,  807  (dcrreov,  bone,  and  KXacrros, 

broken  in  pieces) 
Osteoid  chondroma,  826  {oaTeov,  bone,  and 

elSos,  likeness) 
Osteoma,  191  (oaTiov,  bone) 

,,        hyperostosis  and  pcriostosis,  192 
(vwip,  over,  and  dcrrdov,  bone), 
{irepl,  around,  and  ocriov,  bone) 
,,        ivory  exostosis,  192 
,,         spongy  exostosis,  191 
,,        unconnected  with  bone,  192 
Osteomalacia,  804  (6(TTiov,  a  bone,  and 
fxaXada,  softness,  from  /iaXoKos,. 
soft) 
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Osteomalacia,  diflferent  forms  of,  805 

simulated  by  cancer,  829 
Osteomyelitis,  malignant,  and  traumatic, 

814  {dffTdov,  bone,  and  five\6s,  marrow) 
Osteophytes,  825  (dffriov,  bone,  and  (pvrSv, 

a  plant) 
Ovarian  cysts,  763 

,,  appearances  of,  766 

,,  changes  in,  767 

,,  characters  of  fluid  in,  772 

,,  origin  and  significance  of  the 

glandular  tissue  in,  760 
Ovarian  tumours,  colloid  degeneration  in, 
125 

Ovaries  and  tubes,  inflammations  of,  760 
Ovary,  cancer  of,  769 

,,      colloid  cysts  of,  763 

,,      cysts  of,  208.      See  also  ovarian 
cysts 

dermoid  cysts  (teratoma)  of,  768 
.,,      hernia  of,  760 
,,      sarcoma  of,  769 
,,      simple  cysts,  763 
,,      tuberculosis  of,  762 
,,      tumoiu-s  of,  763 
Oxyuris  vermicularis,  291  (o^vs,  sharp,  and 
oypd,  the  tail) 

Pacchionian  bodies,  210 

,,  ,,       tumours  from,  488 

Pachymeningitis  hremorrhagica,  477  (Traxt'f, 

thick,  iJ-rjUL-y^,  a  membrane) 
Paget's  disease  of  the  nipple,  778 
Painful  subcutaneous  tumour,  198 
Pancreas,  atrophy  of,  663 
cancer  of,  663 
„       fatty  infiltration  and  degenera- 
tion of,  663 
,,       haemorrhages  of,  662 
,,       inflammations  of,  662 
,,       tuberculosis  of,  663 
Pancreatic  duct,  obstruction  and  dilatation 
of,  664 

Papilloma  of  larynx,  501  {papilla,  a  nipple) 

,,        of  mucous  membrane,  209 

,,        of  the  skin,  209 

,,        of  urinary  bladder,  209,  730 
Parametritis,  745  [trapd,  beside,  and  ixrirpa, 

the  womb) 
Parasites,  animal,  272 

,,       vegetable,  232 
Parasitic  fungi,  266 

Parenchymatous  nephritis,  691  (TrapdyxvfMa, 
anything  poured  in  beside,  from  irapd, 
beside,  and  iyxi^,  i  pour  in.    A  name 
early  applied  to  the  peculiar  substance  of 
limgs,  liver,  kidney,  and  spleen) 
Parovarian  cysts,   anatomical  and  other 
characters  of,  771 
,,       characters  of  fluid  in, 
772 

,,  ,,       perforation  or  rupture 

of,  771 

Parulis,  581  (irapd,  beside,  and  oVKov,  the 
gum) 

3 


Passive  hyi^ersemia,  20 

Pathogenic  bacteria,  246  {irddos,  siiffering, 

and  yevvdti},  I  give 

rise  to) 

,,  ,,       attenuation    of  the 

virus,  263 

,,  ,,       cultivation  of,  outside 

the  body,  258 

,,  ,,       immunity  from,  260, 

263 

,,  ,,       in  acute  specific  dis- 

eases, 252 

,,  ,,       mode    of  producing 

effects,  264 

,,  ,,       relation    to  zymotic 

diseases,  253 

Pathological  wart,  861 
Pediculi,  297  (Latin,  lice) 
Pelvic  cellulitis,  745 

,,     peritonitis,  745 
Pelvis,  rachitic  deformity  of,  802 
Pemphigus,  854  (irifKpL^,  a  bubble) 

,,        syphilitic,  865 
Penis,  afltections  of,  789 
Peribronchitis,    548    [irepi,    around,  and 

^p6yxos,  the  windpipe) 
Pericarditis,  330  {wepL,  around,  and  KapdLa, 
the  heart) 
,,  acute,  331 

,,  cardiac  hypertrophy  in,  334 

,,  septic,  333 

,,  tubercular,  334 

Pericardium,  absence  of,  299 

, ,  adherent, hypertrophy  of  heart 

in,  311 

,,  white  spots  on,  334 

Perihepatitis,  650  {Trepl,  around,  and  yjirap, 
the  liver) 

Perimetritis,  669,  745  {irepi,  around,  and 

firjTpa,  the  womb) 
Periostitis,  chronic,  812  {irepi,  around,  and 
oariov,  bone) 
,,        simple  acute,  813 
,,        suppurative,  malignant,  813 
Periproctitis,  620  {irepi,  around,  and  irpuK- 

t6s,  the  anus) 
Peritoneum,  active  hypersemia  of,  665 
,,         cancerous  infection  of,  674 
,,         condition  of  in  acute  miliary 

tuberculosis,  671 
,,         Inflammations  of,  667 
,,         introduction  to    diseases  of, 
664 

,,         passive  hyiDer.'emia  of,  666 
,,         tuberculosis  of,  669 
,,  tiimours  of,  671 

Peritonitis,  667  {irepiThvaiov,  the  stretched- 
out  membrane,  from  irepi, 
around,  and  reivoj,  I  stretch) 
.,         chronic,  669 
,,        chronic  htemorrhagic,  665 
,,        tubercular,  669 
Perityphlitis,  618  {irepi,  around,  and  TV(f>\bv 
the  CEecum) 

L 
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Perlsucht,  1G7,  561  (German,  Perl,  a  pearl 

and  Sarlit,  sickness) 
Pernicious  aniuniia,  15 
I'etechia,  843  (Italian,  pettechics,  flea-bites, 

probably  from  pctii/o,  an  eruption) 
Pharynx,  soft  palate,  and  tonsils,  diseases 

of,  582 

Phlebitis,  350  (<p\^\p,  a  vein) 
Phleboliths,  375  ((pXif,  a  vein,  and  Xidoi, 
a  stone) 

Phlegmasia  dolens,  748  ((pXey/xacrla,  from 
(pXey/iaLvw,  I  inflame,  and  dokna,  painful) 
Phlegmonous  inflammation,  99  ((pXey/xov-fj, 

fiery  heat,  from  (pXiyco,  I  burn) 
Phosphorus  necrosis  of  bone,  815 

,,  poisoning  and  fatty  degenera- 

tion, 116 

Phthisis  pulmonalis,  543  ((pOlvio,  I  waste, 
and  pulvio,  the  lung) 
,,  ,,        a  cute  peribronchitis  in, 

548 

,,  ,,        anatomical  changes  in, 

546 

,,  aneurism  in  cavities 
of,  558 

,,  ,,        caseous  pneumonia, 

544 

,,  caseous,  formation  of 
cavities  m,  554, 
556 

,,  ,,        catarrhal  or  caseous 

form,  551 
,,  ,.        causes  of,  543 

„  ,,        condition    of  bronchi 

in,  547 

,,  ,,        condition  of  lungs  pre- 

disposing to,  545 
,,        condition  of  pleura  in, 
558 

,,        fibrous  peribronchitis 

in,  548 
fibroid,  548 
,,        general  apfjeai'ances  of 

lung  in,  555 
,,        localization  at  apex, 

546 

local  tuberculosis,  545 
,,        path  of  entrance  of 

the  irritant,  546 
,,        pneumothorax  in,  559 
source  of*  hajmorrhage 
in,  557 
,,        sputum  in,  557 
J,  ,,        state     of  bronchial 

glands  in,  559 
, ,        ulceration  of  intestines 
in,  560 

„  ,,        views  as  to  pathology 

of,  544 

Physiology,  relation  to  pathology,  2 
Plan,  863 

Pigmentary  infiltration,  123 

from  haemorrhage, 

48,  123 
in  tumours,  123 


Pigmentation  from  atrophy  and  concentra- 
tion, 124 
„         of  the  lungs,  124 
Pityriasis  versicolor,  209,  880  (wlrvpov,  bran, 
versicolor,  of  changing  colour) 
,,       rubra,  853  (ruber,  red) 
Plethora,  9  {irX-qddipr],  fulness) 
Pleura,  affections  of,  557 

, ,     condition  of,  in  phthisis  pulmonalis, 
558 

,,     tumours  of,  571 
Pleural  adhesions,  569 
rieurisy,  557  (irXevpd,  the  side) 
,,       anatomical  details  of,  568 
,,       tubercular,  569 
Plexiform  angiosarcoma,  218 
Pneumonia,  acute,  531  (nveijixiov,  the  lung) 
, ,  , ,     abscesses  in,  535 

,,  ,,     engorgement  or  spleni- 

zation  in,  531 
,,  ,,     gangrene  in,  536 

,,  ,,     grey  hepatization,  534 

,,  ,,     occasional  results  of,  530 

,,  ,,     purulent  infiltration  or 

resolution,  535 
,,  ,,     red  hepatization,  532 

,,  ,,     state  of  pleura  in,  536 

,,  acute  catarrhal,  538 

,,  ,,  ,,       collapse  of 

lung  in,  539 
,,  ,,     interstitial,  537,  540 

, ,  caseous,  a  form  of  phthisis,  552 

,,  chronic,  536 

,,  ,,       bronchiectasis  in,  538 

,,  ,,       induration  of  limg  in, 

537 

,,  white,  561 

Pneumothorax,  570  (irved/j-a,  air,  dthpa^,  the 

chest) 

,,  in  phthisis  pulmonalis,  059 

Poliomyelitis,  418  (woXios,  grey,  and  fiveXos, 
marrow) 
,,  anterior  acuta,  425 

,,  ,,      chronica,  428 

Polyju,  mucous,  201  (iroXiJirovs,  the  sea- 
polypus) 
Portal  veui,  embolism,  39 
Pott's  disease  of  the  spine,  821 
Pregnancy,  extra-uterine,  750 

,,        relation   to  Bright's  disease, 
688 

Primary  adhesion,  143 

,,       chancre,  150 
Proctitis,  620  (Trpto/cTcis,  the  anus) 
Progressive  muscular  atrophy,  429 
Prolapsus  ani,  615  {prolabor,  I  fall  down) 
Prostate,  cancer  of,  790 

,,       concretions  in,  791 

,,       hypertrophy  of,  790 

,,       tubercle,  790 
Prurigo,  853  (pna-io,  I  itch) 
Psammoma,  204  (i/'d/u/xos,  sand) 
Pseudo-hermaphroditisra,  736  (xpevS-^i,  false. . 
'Ep/jLTjs,  Mercury,  and  'A^podlrq, 
Venus) 


Pseudo-hermaphroditism,  female,  737 
,,  ,,  male,  736 

Pseudo-hypertrophic  i^aralysis,  120,  432 
(rf/evS-qs,  false;  virip,  over;  and  Tpe(pio. 
I  nourish) 

Pseudo-leukaimia,  61   (^pevSiqs,  false,  and 

leuksemia) 
Psoriasis,  852  {^pdipa,  the  scab) 
Puerperal  fever,  746 
Pulex  irritans,  297  (Latin,  a  flea) 
Pulmonary  artery,  embolism  of,  528 

,,  ,,     stenosis  of,  300 

Pulmonary  emphysema,  514 
Pulmonary  hiJemorrhage,  530 
Pysemia,  247  (wvov,  pus,  and  a.T/j.a,  blood) 

,,      condition  of  kidneys  in,  708 

,,      embolic  multiple  abscess  in,  247 

,,      spontaneous,  251 
Pyelitis,  711  {irveXo^,  an  oblong  vessel  or 
basin) 

Pyelonephritis,  710  (vieXos,  an  oblong  ves- 
sel, and  v€(pp6s,  the  kidney) 

Pyonephi-osis,  711,  720  (irvov,  pus,  and 
vecppjs,  the  kidney) 

Pyo-pneumothorax,  570  (ttijov,  pus,  irvevfia, 
ail-,  and  dwpa^,  the  breast) 

Quinsy,  584  (through  French  esquinancie, 
from  KvvdjKT},  dog-qiunsy,  or  sore  throat, 
from  Ki5wc,  a  dog  and  I  strangle) 

Eachitic  rosary,  802 

Eachitis.    See  rickets,    [pa-xts,  the  spine) 
Eanula,  578  (dim.  of  rana,  a  frog) 
Eed  corpuscles,  reijlenishment  of,  14 
Eegeneration,  141 

,,  of  blood,  144 

,,       after  loss,  144 

,,  of  bone,  146 

,,  of  connective  tissue,  146 

,,  of  epidermis  and  epithelium, 

144 

,,  of  muscle,  147 

,,  of  nerve  fibres,  147 

Eelapsing  fever,  255 
Eenal  phthisis,  160,  717 
Eepair  of  injuries  and  restoration  of  lost  j 
parts,  141,  143  | 
Eeproduction  of  lost  parts,  law  of,  142 
Eetrograde  metamorphosis,  101 
Ehabdo-myoma,  193  (pa/S5os,  a  stripe,  and 

/iCs,  a  muscle) 
Eickets,  795 

„      deformities  of  bones  in,  800 
,,      deformities  of  chest  in,  802 
deformities  of  head  in,  803 
,,      deformities  of  long  bones  in,  801 
,,      mode  of  ossification  in,  798 
,,      partial  fractures  in,  802 
,,      shifting  of  the  epiphyses  in,  801 
Eingworm,  269 
Eodent  ulcer,  876 
Eound  worms.    See  Nematoda 
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Sand  tumom*,  204 

Saroina  ventriculi,  265  [sarcina,  a  bundle, 
and  veiitriculus,  the  stomach) 
,,      in  blood,  205 
Sarcoma,  definition  of,  212  (trdpf,  flesh) 
,,        division  of,  according  to  type,  213 
,,        mode  of  growth,  212 

of  lung,  .562 
,,        of  membranes  of  brain,  489 
,,        retroperitoneal,  671 
,,        structure  and  classification  of,  212 
,,        varieties  of,  round  celled,  213; 
alveolar,  217 ;  cystic,  215 ;  melan- 
oid  or  pigmented,  217 ;  myeloid 
or  giant  celled,  216;  osteoid, 
217;  plexiform  or  cylindroma, 
218 ;  spindle  ceUed,  214 
Sarcoptes  hominis,  881 
Scabies,  880  (Latin,  the  itch) 
I  Scalds,  855 

I  Scarlet  fever,  state  of  kidneys  in,  709 

Schizomycetse,  234   (o-x^i'w,  I   split,  and 
!     juwijs,  a  musliroom) 
Scirrhus,  227  (aKippds,  hard) 
, ,        of  the  mamma,  779 
„       of  the  stomach,  603 
Sclerema,  neonatorum,  869  (aKXripos,  hard, 

veos,  new,  and  natus,  born) 
Scleroderma,  868  (aKXripos,  hard,  and  dip/xa, 
the  skin) 

Sclerosis,  disseminated  or  in  patches,  461 
(ffKXrjpbs,  hard) 
, ,       of  spinal  cord,  413 
Scolex,  278  [aKthXyj^,  a  worm) 
Scrofula,  its  relation  to  tuberculosis,  165 

[scrofa,  a  sow) 
Scrofulous  tubercle  of  the  brain,  162 
Scrotum,  cancer  ef,  789 

,,        lymph-scrotum,  790 
,  Scurvy,  condition  of  mouth,  574 
Senile  emphysema,  521 
Senile  gangrene,  103 

Septicsemia,  240  (o-tjtttikos,  putrefying,  and 
al/ia,  blood) 
,,         of  mice  (Koch),  244 

of  rabbits,  245 
,,         pathogenic  bacteria  in,  246 
, ,         septic  2Joisoning,  241 
_  „         septic  or  putrid  infection,  243 
Septic  ijoisoning,  241;  infection,  243 

,,     thrombosis,  33 
Simple-tissue  tumours,  181 
Skin,  cancer  (epithelioma)  of,  874 

,,    causes  of  cutaneous  inflammation,  847 
,,    cysts  in,  844 
,,    eruptions  in  fevers,  848 
,,    eruption  of  smaU-pox,  849 
,,    fibroma  molluscum,  873 
,,    fibro-neuromata  of,  873 
, ,    forms  of  cutaneous  inflammations,  848 
,,    "glossy  skin,"  867 
,,    gumma  of,  865 
,,    hemorrhages  of,  843 
„    hypersemia  of,  843 
,,    hypertrophies  and  tumours  of,  870 
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Skill,  infective  inflammations  of,  859 

,,    infective  tumours  of,  803 

,,    inflammatory  skin  eruptions,  850 

,,    introduction  to  diseases  of,  841 

, ,    lesions  of,  due  to  cadaveric  poisons,  860 

,,    leukieniia,  lesion  in,  fiO 

,,    local  atrophy  of,  in  pregnancy,  845 

,,    molhiscuni  contagiosuni,  872 

,,    multiple  fibromata  of,  873 

,,    normal  structure  of,  841 

,,    cedema  of,  844 

,,    parasitic  affections  of,  878 

,,    parchment  skin,  844 

,,    phlegmonous  inflammations  of,  862 

,,    pigmented  cancer  of,  877 

,,    sarcoma  of,  874 

,,    simple  and  senile  atrophy  of,  844 

,,    symptomatic  inflammations,  848 

,,    syphilitic  lesions  of,  864 

,,    traumatic  and  non-infective  inflamma- 
tions, 855 

,,    tropho-neuroses  of,  866 

,,    tumours  of,  870 
Small-pox  eruption  in  mouth,  574 

,,  ,,      on  skin,  849 

Softening  of  the  brain,  457 

,,  ,,        in  the  aged,  103 

Softening  with  decomposition  in  gangrene, 

109 
Soor,  574 

Spastic  paralysis   (Erb),   425  {cr-naaTLKos, 
stretching,  from  crTrdw,  I  draw,  Trapd^ 
beside,  and  Xi'co,  I  loosen) 
Spermatocele,  788  (cnrep/xa,  seed,  and  K-qXri, 

a  tumour) 
Spina  bifida,  486 

,,       ,,      condition  of  cord  in,  487 
Spinal  cord,  acute  softening  of,  418 

,,        ,,    amyotrophic  lateral  sclerosis, 
425  (d,  priv.,  fxvs,  a  miiscle, 
and  Tpitpoj,  I  nourish) 
,,        ,,     anterior   and   posterior  root 

zones,  409 
,,        ,,    arrangement  of  grey,  407,  and 

white  substance,  408 
,,        ,,    ascending  grey  degeneration, 
416 

.,  ,,  degeneration  of,  after  amputa- 
tions, 417 

,,  ,,  descending  grey  degeneration, 
413 

,,        ,,     descending  sclerosis,  413 
,,        ,,    inflammations  of,  417 
,,        ,,    introduction  to  diseases  of,  407 
,,        ,,    poliomyelitis  anterior  acuta, 
425 

,,  ,,  poliomyelitis  anterior  chronica, 
428 

,,  ,,  progressive  muscular  atrophy, 
429 

,,  ,,  pseudo-hypertrophic  paralysis, 
432 

,,  ,,  pyramidal  and cerebellartracts, 
columns  of  Tiirck  and  Goll, 
410 


Si)innl  cord,  sclerosiH    of    the  posterior 
colunms,  421 
,,       ,,    secondaiy    degenerations  of, 
411 

,,        ,,     spontaneous  lateral  sclerosis, 
425 

„       ,,    tumours  of,  434 
Spinal  curvatures,  antero-posterior,  821 
,,  ,,         forms  of,  821 

,,  ,,         introductory  considera- 

tions, 819 

,,  ,,         lateral  or  rotatory,  823 

Spirillum,  235  (dim.  of  spira,  a  coil) 
Spirochreta  Obermeieri,  255 
Spleen,  active  hypera;mia  and  inflamma- 
tion of,  390 
,,     acute  splenic  timiour,  390 
,,     amyloid  disease,  394 

chronic  inflammation  of,  391 
,,     chronic  splenic  tumour,  391 
,,     diseases  of,  388 
, ,     embolic  infarction,  392 
,,     general  hyjiertrophy  and  fibrous  in- 
duration of,  391 
,,     in  leukaemia,  57,  393 
,,     malformations  of,  and  supernum- 
erary S2)leens,  389 
,,     passive  hyperremia,  392 
,,     ruptur^  of,  393 

„     sago  spleen  and  diffuse  amyloid 
spleen,  395 

,,     tuberculosis,  syphilis,  tumours,  396 
Splenic  fever,  253,  862 
Sponge  grafting,  98 

Sputum  coctum  of  bronchitis,  507  [spuo,  I 

spit,  and  coquo,  I  cook) 
Stasis,  80  ((XTdais,  a  standing,  from  'iffrr^fu, 

I  stand) 

Stercoraceous  vomiting,  632  (sstcrcus,  ex- 
crement) 
Stomach,  acute  catarrh  of,  595 

,,       acute  and  phlegmonous  inflam- 
mations of,  595 
cancer  of,  601 
,,       chronic  catarrh  of,  596 
,,       colloid  cancer  of,  603 
, ,       dilatation  and  hypertrophy  of,  593 
,,       epithelial  cancer  of,  60 
,,       lisemorrhage  from,  600 
,.       hasmorrhage  from,  in  ulcer,  598 
,,       inflammations  of  (gastritis),  595 
,,       introduction  to  diseases  of,  590 
„       medullary  or  soft  cancer  of,  602 
,,       mode  of  origin  of  ulcers,  598 
,,       perforation  of,  598 
,,       post-mortem  changes  of,  592 
,,       scirrhus  of,  603 
,,       simple  perforating  ulcer  of,  597 
,,       tumours  of,  601 
Stomatitis,  aphthous,  574  (o-riytia,  the  mouth, 
&.(t)da,  an  eruption) 
follicular,  573 
„       gangrenous,  575 
Strobilus,  275  ((rrpd^iXos,  a  fii-  cone) 
Strongylus  duodenalis,  292 
gigas,  292 
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Superior  mesenteric  artery,  embolism,  40 
Synovitis,  strumous,  839  (cn!'v,  with,  and 

(fi6v,  an  egg) 
Syphilis.  149  . 

,,      amyloid  disease  m,  lo4 
„       arteries  in,  154 
,,      chancre,  149 
,,       congenital,  155 
,,       due  to  a  virus,  149 

effects  on  mouth,  576 
,,       hereditary,  155 

affection  of  the  bones 
in,  817 

,,       incubation  period,  150 
,,       inflammations  in,  151  _ 
„       lymphatic  glands  in,  150 
,,       of  the  brain  and  its  membranes, 
468 

,,       of  the  larynx,  500 
,,       secondary  lesions,  151;  symme- 
trical lesions  in,  150 
,,       skin  eruptions  in,  864 
,,       tertiary  stage  of,  gummata,  151 
,,       ulceration  in,  152 
Syphilitic  disease  of  cerebral  blood-vessels, 
470 

Syringomyelia,  435  (trvpiy^,  tube,  and  ^ueXos, 
the  marrow) 

Tabes  dorsalis,  421  {taheo,  I  waste,  and 

dorsum,  the  back) 
Tffinia  echinoooccus,  282  (tcenia,  a  ribbon; 

exifos,  a  hedgehog; 
and  k6kkos,  a  kernel) 
,,  brood  capsules  of,  283 

, ,  characters  of  cyst  wall, 

285 

„  ,,  development  of  cysts, 

283 

,,     mediocancllata,  or  saginata,  280 
,,     solium,  habitat,  and  characters  of, 
275 

,,         ,,       sexual  apparatus,  275  and 
276 

,,        ,,       water  vascular  system,  and 
development  of,  277 
Talipes,  its  various  forms,  831  [talus,  the 

ankle,  and  pes,  the  foot) 
Tapeworms.    See  cestoda  and  tasnia. 
Teeth,  caries  of,  579 

,,    constituents  of,  578 
,,    inflammations  of,  580 
,,    osteoma  of,  581 
,,    tumours  of,  581 
Temperature  of  inflamed  parts,  81 
Tendon  reflex,  exaggeration  of,  415 
Teratoma  of  internal  organs,  211  (r^pas, 
a  monster) 
,,       of  ovary.    See  dermoid  cysts 
,,       sacral,  211 

,,       situations  and  structure  of,  210 
Testicle,  benign  fungus  of,  784 
,,       haematocele,  787 
„       hydrocele,  787 
,,      imperfect  descent  of,  783 
,,       inflammation  of,  783 


Testicle,  malformations  and  misplacements 
of,  783 

,,       syphilitic  disease  of,  785 

,,       tuberculosis  of,  785 

,,       tumours  of,  786 
Tetanus,  lesions  in,  467  (r^racos,  stretch- 
ing, tension) 
Threadworm,  291 

Thrombi  distinguished  from  clots,  30  [dpoiJ.- 
fios,  a  lump  or  clot) 
in  heart,  28,  347 
,,       in  veins,  28 
,,       liable  to  grow,  29 
,,       organization,  31 

red,  26 
,,       softening,  31 
,,       white  and  mixed,  27 
Thrombosis  and  embolism,  25 
Thrombosis,  hypersemia,  cedeuia,  gangrene 
from,  33 
,,        of  cerebral  sinuses,  449 
,,       vessels,  446 

Thrush,  272,  574 

Thyroid  gland,  colloid  degeneration  of,  126 
Tinea  favosa,   878  [tmea,  a  worm,  and 
favus,  a  honeycomb) 
,,    tonsurans,  879  [tunsura,  a  shaving) 
Tongue,  inflammation  of,  575 
Tonsillitis,  acute,  585  (tonsillcc,  the  tonsils) 

,,        chronic  (hypertrophy),  585 
Trachea,  malformations  of,  494 
Transfusion  of  blood,  10;  of  alien  blood,  11; 

of  blood  about  to  coagulate,  11 
Transplantation  of  bone,  147 
Transverse  myelitis,  418 
Trematoda,  272  (rpri/JLaTLodris,  perforated) 
Trichina  spiralis,  site  and  characters  of, 
j  288  (rpLxfos,  of  hair) 

i        ,,  ,,        impregnation  of  capsule 

!  with  lime,  128 

Tiichocephalus  dispar,  292 
Trichophyton,  270  (OpL^,  a  hair,  and  cpurdp, 
a  plant) 
,,  tonsurans,  880 

Tricuspid  valve,  relative  insufficiency  of, 
345 

Tropho-neuroses,  113  (rpecpu,   I  nourish, 
vevpov,  a  nerve) 
,,         ,,        of  skin,  866 
Tube  casts,  701 

,,       ,,    from  coagulation  necrosis,  107 
Tubercle  and  tuberculosis,  155  (cuberculum, 
a  little  lump) 
,,       caseous  necrosis  of,  158 
,,       fibrous  transformation  of,  158 
,,       miliary,  its  structure,  150 
Tubercles,  their  relation  to  blood-vessels, 
157 

Tubercular  bacillus,  characters  of,  164 
,,        meningitis,  480 
,,  ,,         appearance  of  brain 

in,  481 

,,  ,,         white  softening 

around  ventricles, 
482 
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Tubercular  peritonitis,  (1(51)  i 
,,        ulcor,  1()1 

,,        ulcer  of  intestine,  G27  I 
,,        virus,  nature  of,  163  I 
,,     aourcc,  lUli  j 
Tuberculization  and  fatty  degeneration,  120  1 
Tuberculosis,  acute  miliary,  155 

,,  and  inflammation,  15!)  | 

artificial  production  of,  162 
,,  bacillus  in,  25()  ; 

,,  by  inoculation,  162,  163  i 

,,  from  inspired  air,  163 

,,  general,  155 

,,  local,  160  I 

,,  of  serous  cavities,  160 

,,  relations  to  scrofula,  165 

Tumor  albus,  839  (Lat.,  white  swelling) 
Tumours,  173 

,,       classification  of,  179 
,,       Cohnheim's    theory    of  malig- 
nancy, 178 
,,       cysts  in,  209 

,,       definition  of,  173  [ 
,,       growth  and  extension  of,  176  i 
,,       local  malignancy,  176 
,,       metastasis  or  generalization  of, 
177 

,,       origin  and  development  of,  174 
,,       origin  from  embryonic  remains, 
174 

,,       secondary  changes  of,  178 
,,        simple  or  innocent,  176 
Twisting  of  intestine,  613 
Typhlitis,  618  [riKpXdv,  the  ccecum  or  blind 
gut) 

Typhoid  fever,  623  (rO0oj,  smoke;  and  eiSos, 

likeness) 
,,        ,,    lymphoma  in,  231 
,,        ,,     bacillus  (Eberth's)  in,  255 
,,         ,,     condition  of  intestine  in, 

624 

,,        ,,     mesenteric  lymphatic  glands 
in,  626 

,,        ,,     characters  of,  625 

Ulcer,    perforating    of    stomach.       See  i 

stomach 
Ulceration,  99  (  ulcus,  a  sore) 

,,         syphilitic,  152 
Ulcerative  endocarditis,  251,  327 

,,  kidneys  in,  708 

„  ,,  organisms  in,  257 

Ulcers  of  the  skin,  859 
Union  by  first  intention,  144 

,,     by  second  intention,  144  _ 
Urajmia,  62  (odpov,  urine,  and  al/j.a,  blood) 
Urachus,  patency  of,  725 
Urethra,  diseases  of,  734 
Urinary  organs,  diseases  of,  677 
Uterus,  anteflexion,  742 

,,     anteversion,  742 


Uterus,  atrojihy  of,  743 

,,  dilatation  of,  743 

,,  distension  of  by  gas,  744 

„  double,  738 

,,  ei)ithelial  cancer  of,  758 

,,  fibrinous  polypus,  751 

,,  hypertrophy  of,  743 

)>  ,  ,,  cervix,  743 

,,  inflammations  of,  744 

,,  inversion  of,  741 

,,  malformations  of,  740 

,,  mucous  polypi  of,  759 

,,  myoma,  752 

,,  ,,  cysts,  dilatation  of  blood- 
vessels, and  calcareous 
infiltration  in,  755 

,,  „  induration  and  oedema  of, 
754 

,,  prolapse  of,  740 

,,  parasites  of,  759 

,,  retroflexion,  742 

,,  retroversion,  742 

,,  soft  or  medullary  cancer  of,  756 

, ,  syphilis  of,  751 

,,  tuberculosis  of,  751 

,,  tumours  of,  751 

,,  less  frequent  forma  of,  759 

,,  unicornis,  739 

Vagina,  cancer  of,  756 

,,      prolapse  of,  741 

,,      tumours  of,  751 
Valvular  disease  of  heart,  337 
Varicocele,  377  (varix,  a  dilated  vein,  and 

ktiXt),  a  tumour) 
Varicose  ulcer,  859 
Varix,  374  (varix,  a  dilated  vein) 

,,     results  of,  376 
Vascular  tumour.    See  anginoma 
Vegetable  parasites,  232 
Vein-stones,  31 

Vermiform  appendix,  foreign  bodies  in,  619 
,,  ,,       retention  cyst  of,  618 

Vertebrae,  rachitic  deformity  of,  802 

Wart,  common,  209,  871 

,,    pathological,  861 

,,    soft,  872 
Waxy  degeneration,  130 
White  pneumonia,  561 
Wood's  tumour,  198 
Wounds:    See  healing  of  wounds 
,,      bacteria  in,  239 
,,      of  the  skin,  858 
Wound  fever,  242 

Xanthoma,  xanthelasma,  873  (^ai'dos, 
yellow,  and  ^Xaafxa,  a  plate) 

Xeroderma,  844,  871  (^rip6s,  dry,  and  84pfia, 
the  skin) 

Yaws,  863 
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